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"the  great  Wont  bF  a  Chri  at  i  Afr;  bpefalaril  jfrdfed*  ' 
from  f rb«ert»  iv:  13; 

■rflli  iiiXI     *!■■      Hi  an  1     ■  1 »  iii    ■<■%■        ■  il  1     ■■    mi    ■!■  ■         _i      *  am—*mmm* 

T#k  %  v  1  s  t  t  i  b  %  b  i  c  a  ? 6i  y. 

To  my  dearly  bdoted  and  lohged  for,  the  Flock  of  Jefirt  Chrift 
in  Dartmouth^  aVtt  whom  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  .mi 
an  Overfeor:  Sound  Judgment^  txuc  2eal*  and  Uflftainctf 
Purity,  are  heanily  wi&edi 

jift;  .diwjh  Prknd$\         . 

TM  E  ft  E  are  tiree  fad  fights  witfc  which  our  eye*  ftpuUt 
continually  a#c&  our  hearts :  The  { c .)  Is  to  behold  if* 
**ery  place)  Co  many  prOfarte  and  diflblute  oftte,  who  heat  die 
Very  ima^c  fef  Satati  |  the  fate  of  whofc  eoftTetfatktt  fhitity 
4ifcoVer*  what  they  ape*  and  whither  they  are  going,  Plulip. 
iffi.  t  S)i  9.  Thefe  look  like  thetnfeWes,  the  diildreri  of  wrath; 
The<2.)  Is  tu/ee  fo  many  eurfod  hypocrites  artificially  di£- 
gulfing  themfoites,  and  with  Marvellous  dexterity  a&ing  tfcfc 
|am  of  faint*,  fo  that  even  a  juditteu*  eye  may  fometimes  mi- 
stake tbefimiUur  *mrkings  of  the  Spirit  ott  them,  for  his^afa* 
markings  on  others :  To  hear  fath  a  peribn  conferring*  pray* 
tog)  bewailing  his  corruptions,  and  talking  of  Ma  experiences ; 
would  eaaiy  perfuade  a  mail  to  believe  thai  fte  hath  the  heart, 
as  well  as  «he  face*  of  a  firrtere  Gbriftian :  Far, 

Mr  iruhsijic  $e  **&*>  fit  if*  ftrebat. 
So  the  people  of  God  do  fpeak,  fo  thejr  pray,  and  even  tf( 
,&ey  tpsn  their  fottdkktt* :  Theft  look  like  faints,  bvt  a* 
tume,  /The  (3.)  Is  to  fee  fd  mariy  teal  faints,  in  whom  the 
-Spirit  of  truth  is,  who  yet,  through  the  impetuous  workings  *f 
their  corruption^  aild  neglafting  of  Ac  watch  over  their  hearts, 


2  The  E0U:  Dedicatory,  * 

do  often  fall  into  fuch  fcandalous  practices,  that  they  look  lilce 
hypocrites,  though  thej  are  not  fo. 

Thefe  are  three  fad  (ights  irfdeed,  and  O  that  my  head  were 
waters,  and  mine  eyes  fountains  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep 
a^ofdarttry  o^er  thertf"  all  t  '        •  ;■  ;        *        *■?» 

:.  *Fbr  thej?/^,  I  would  mourn  heartily,  confidertng  that  they 
(fo  continuing)  muft  be  damned  eternally,  %  Thefi\  i.  8,  jk 
i  Cor.  vi.  9. 
For  the  fecond,  I  would  both  weejp  and  tremble,  confider- 
>   ing  that  'they ,  (fo  abiding)  >  muft  be  r damned  doubly,  Mattb. 
'xxiv.  51. 

And  for  the  third,  no  lefs  than  any  of  the  reft,  becaufe, 
though  they  themfelves  may,  and  fhall  Wfaved,  yet  their  ex- 
amples make  faft  the  bonds  of  death  upon  both  the  former, 
Matth.  xviii.  7.  2  Sam.  xii.  13,  14. 

•  Alas !  that  eVer  they  fheuM  flied  the  Mood  of  other*  fouls, 
•for  whom  Chrift  fhed  his  own  blood  !  That  ever  they  fhould 
be  cruel  to  others,  who  have  found  Chrift  fo  kind  to  them  !  I 
v!knt>w  they  dare  not  do'it  dire£Uy  and  intentionally,  but  fo  it 
proves  occafionally  and  eventually.  Suffer  rrit  here  to  digrefs 
a  little,  and  expoftulate  with  thefe  prejudiced  and  hardened 
fouls,  I  will  prefently  return  to  you  again.  O  why  do  you 
mifchieve  your  own  fouls  by  other  mens  examples  (  Becaufe 
ftheylturabk  arid'breaV  their  fliins,  wijl  you  fall  and  break 
;your  necks  ?  I  defire  ail  fuch  as  harden  themselves  by  thefe 
:things*and  tajceup  a  good  opinion  of  their  own  deplorable  coiv- 
•dition,  would  foberly  confider,  and  anfwer  thefe  three  queries. 

S&ery:  1.  Doth  religion  any  way  countenance  or  patronize 
.the  .finful  practices  of  its  profeifors  r  Or  doth  it  not  rather  im- 
partially and  feverely  condemn  th$m  ?  It  is  the,  glory  of  the 
jChriftiaj!  religion,,  that  it  is  pure  and  undefined,  Jam.  iv2j.' 
-No « dpfifcripe  fo  holy*  Pfalnf  xix.  8.  Nor  doth  any  make 
.*aaor#pro.vifion  for  an  holy  life,  Tit.  ii.  lry  12.  Indeed  there 
-is  a , cafe  wherein  we  may  charge  the  evil  practices  of  men  u- 
^pontheir  principles,  but  that  is  when  thei?  practices  naturally 
%IL<3fW.frQjpj  ^nd  neceffarily  follow  jtl\eir  principles  :  As  for  ex- 
ample, if  I  fee.  a  Papift  firi  boldly,  I  may  charge  k  upon  his 
principles,  for.  they  fet  pardons  to  fate,  and  fo  make,  way  for 
^ipofessfe. .  If  \  fee  an  Arminian  flight  the  grace  of  God*  and 
vproudly.  advance  himfelf,  I  may  cry  fhame.upon  his  principle 
.which  directly. lead  %o  it :  But  can  I  db>  fo  where  fuch;  practices 
.are  condemned,'  and  provided  againft  by  their  own  avowed 
4jwcin^|ics  wl}o..cgmrn,it tl>em  ?  '„ 

%uery  %.  Is  it  not  a  molt  iffationaT thing  to  let  fly.  atjejigion 


fcctuTe  .at  the  femdalpus  ways  of  fonie,  whilfl;  in  the  mean, 
time,  you  wholly  flight,  and  over-look  -the  holy,  and  heavenly; 
ionverfation  of  many  others?  Are  all  that  profefs  godlinefs- 
loofe  and  carelefs  in .  their  lives  ?  No, .  fome  are  an  ornament- 
to  their  prpfefiion,  and  the' glory  of  Chrift:  And  why  mufi* 
the  innocent  he  condemned  with  the  guilty  ?  Why  the  eleven, 
fer  one  Judas  ?. .  , 
.  Query  3.  If  you  condemn  religion  bqcaufe  of  the  ftanda- 
Ipus  lives  of  fome  that  profefe  it,  muft  you  not  then  caftoff. 
all  religion  in  the.  world,  aid  turn  down-right  atheifts  ?  Surelyr 
this  is  the  cpnfequent  of  it :  For  what  religion  is  there,  but 
"fome  that  profefe  it  walk  contrary  to  their ,  profeflion  ?  And; 
then,  as  Conftantine  told  the  Novation,  you  rnuft  fet  up  a  lad-, 
fier,  and  go  to' heaven  byyourfelf.  /: v 

But,  alas  !  it  is  not  our  printed  apologies  for  religion,  butf 
the  vi4b#e  reformations  of  its  profejjbrs,  that  mufti>oth  falve  jts 
honour,  and  remove  thofe  fatal  ftumj}ling-blocks  at  which  the; 
blind  world  ftrikes,  and  falls  into  eternal  perdition.  , 

.  r  Now  there  are  two  ways  by  w^ich  this  may  .be  efre&ed : 
Firft,  By  convincing  the  conferences  of  profqflbrs  of  their  triif-f 
Sarriagcp,  and  the  evil  aggravations  of  them.  Secondly >  By; 
medicating  the  heart,  and  cleanfing  the  fountain  whence  they; 
proceed.-  In  thcjirjl  of  thefe,  a  worthy  and  emi- 
nent fervant  of  Chrift  hath  lately  laboured,  Holding  .  SeeGofpcU 
acleargofpelrglafs  before  the  faces  of  profeflbrs,  glafs*  .  .  i 
which  truly .  reprefents  their  fpots  and  blemiflies  : 
if  he  that  reads  it  will  coniiderj  apply,  and  pradife,  it.fhall 
doubtlefs  turn  to  his  fal  vation  ;  but,  if  it  turn  to  no  good  account, 
to  him  that  reads  it,  I  know  it  fhall  turn  to  a  teftimony  for  hinv 
fhat  wrote  it.  The  fecqnd  is  a  principal  defign  of  this  (mall, 
treatife,  the  fubje&  whereof  is  exceeding  weighty,  and  of  dail$ 
ufe  to  the  people  of  God(  though  the  manner  of  handling  it  be 
attended  with  many  defects  and  weaknefies :  every, one  cannot 
be  excellent,  who  yet  may  beufeful.    ,  .       , 

:    I  will  exercife  your  patience  no  longer  than  whilft  I  tell,  you, 

1 .  Why  I  publifh  it  to  the  view  of  the  world.  '  .  .  ,<; 
]    2.  Whyfl^ir^irparticujar^  . 

Firft,  For  the  publication  pf  it,,  take  this  fincere  and  brief 
account,  That  as  I  was  led  to  this  fubje&by  a  fpecial  provi- 
dence, fo  to  the. publication  of  it  by  a  kind  of  neceffity:  th^p 
ffovidence  at^firft  leading  me  to  it,  was  this,  A  dear  and 
choice  friend  of  my  jntimate  acquaintance  being  under  much 
intrard  trouble,  upon^he  accountpf  fome  fpecial  heart-diforder| 
;     .:;.  :'  *»  i..-'    -  •-  -  ■* .:•   •*«?  A  .&.    i  .    ,  .    ./.■•..,,  .  •'•   »  5 


4  The  tf&h  &«lk*toi. 
dperi&t  fta  Cafe  to  me,  and  carheMy  re%tidtrt  ft**e  ftufe*  «*# 
helps  in  that  particular ;  whilft  I  wad  teftding  my  thiutfhe^  «** 
that  fpecial  cafe,  divers/ other  cafes  of  like  importance  (ferns  m 
which  wer edepehdatit  upon  that  consideration)  occurred  to  iwp 
^oughts,  and  {his  feript^re,  'mink  t  fy+t  infifted  upon,  pre* 
fentcd  itfelf,  a$  a  fit  foundation  for  the  whole  dt&eurie  \  whkk 
J>eing  lengthened  out  to  what  you  fee,  diners  fqends  itcfiiefiea 
me  td  ttaftferibe  for  their  ufe,  divers  of  the  fetifes  hot  handled, 
^nd  feme  others  begged  tt]e  to  pubttft  the  \vfcde,  towhithf 
Wa6  in  a  manner  necaffifcated,  to  fave  the  pains  of tratifaibifag,' 
*hich  to  in*  is  a  very  tedioti$>  and  tirefome  WOrk :  ail*  jwft :  atf 
I  had  almoft  fiiwflied  the  foj^  att  opportunity  primed  (aftdf 
that  femewhat  ftrangely^  to  friake  it  public.  So  that  fftHfe 
6rft  to  laft,  J  have  been  carried  beyond  nvy  fifft  intehtioi^  in  thte 
thing.      : {  "'  "        •  '    »■• «      ■  -^    ■  —  •••        .  ••  • 

Olrjeftim.  If  any  fey,  Th*  ^forid  is  ctttfc  ek>yed  With  book*, 
and  therefore  though  fee  difcourie  be  ^eceflaryj  yet  <fre  publiv 
cation  isneedlefs.  '  ..... 

Sdlutim  l,  I  aqfweir,  TliGre  are  wfcftude$  of  boots  in- 
cised, and  of  them  many concert not  tfiemfetoes  about  root* 
truths,  and  praeltical  godllnefs,  but  fpend  their  ftrtngth  upon, 
impraftical  notions,  and  frivolous  ^pntrotetfies  i  many  aUh[ 
ilrike  at  root-truths,  and  endeavour  to  urcdermfye,  the  power  of'1 
godlinefs ;  and  fome  there  are  that  nourifli  ri^e  rooj^and  ten4 
to  clear  and  confirm,  jjo  prepare  and  apply  the  great  truths  <>€ 
the  gofpel,  tjhat  tl\ey  may  be  bread  for  fouls  to  lire  and  "feed  on  < 
JIow,  though  1  could  w*ih  thfct  thefe  who%ave  bandkd  the  pen 
ii  t)ie  fcribe,  had  better  empjoyfed  their  time  and  pains,  than 
^obtrude  ftich  Vfclefs  difcourfes  upon  thfe  world  $  yet  fix,  books; 
6i  the  latter  f  ahk,  I  fey,  tha|  when  ^u(b^dmen  eomplaih  of 
,  tjbomaeh  fcowi*  ktChrifti^seotiipWnof^ 

t>  And  if  yon  be  foljighty conceited  of  your  own  furniture^ 
and  ability,  that  fach  books '  are  ne6dlcfs  to  you  ;  if  you  lei 
Jheijt  alonsj  ^hcy  will  do  you  tub  hurt,  and  other  <pber  J^ngry; 
fbul$  will  be  $adof  tfeem>  and  btefc  God  for.  itfwt  you  defpi& 
andlcaye^ 

Qtifftiein,  ^itl^fa5dtbatfef«ral,G^  the/c^  hjere  handled! 
lotion ndtyouV  conditional  anjfwer, -' 

SdhitiQH  yf  'ifyat  wliueh.  is  not  'fatfe  Softdij^n  in&y  fee  an?: 
fSwr's  eondttibti. '  If  ypu  be  ptaied  in  ah  ^fy>  ftrft  and  pro* 
fperoiis  ftaf»,  and  fo  tare  no  need  of  tbetyeips  here  offered  to. 
fupport  yw^^eans^nder pinching  waii^s,  o^eAf^  feil^ccd  */*,. 
live  byiaith  for  <vety  dayW  provifion :  If  you  be  dandled  up*1 
nil  th«  faicfc  of  prpvid^iw^  <i>^e  of  your  brethren  are  under. 


F 


jfeJetf:  Ifypuhave  inward  peace  and  tranquillity  of  i\iWtv 
and  fo  need  not  the  oounfels  Here  $iv&a»  to  ward  off  thoije  de* 
fperate  condufione  tjiat  poor  afflicted  (bids  are  ready  to  ctanp 
upon  themfelves  at  fcjch  a  time ;  yet  it  may  be  a  word  in  fea*> 
foo  to  them,  and  they  may  fay  as  DaTid  to  Abigail,  «*  Bleffiw^ 
f«  be  the*  of  the  Lord,  and  biased  be  thy  advice/' 
it.  Hbaf  may  be  your  conditioa portly,  which  is  not  y#uj 
|         fOftdkbn  at  prefent ;  iay  not,  thy  mountain  ftandf  ftrong,  thou 
j.        fhak  never  be  mo*ed;  there  are  changes  in  the  right-hand 
[        of  the  Mpft  High ;  and  then  tkrfe  truths  w|iich  are  little  mote 
cftoemod  than  hedge^fruks,  will  be  as  apples  of  gojd  in  pic- 
tures of  fitter.  In  jer.  xraiii.  so,  i  x.  the  prdp^et  those  teache* 
[         the  Jew  (whotbeft  dwelt  in  their  own  houfes)  how  to  defend 
j         their  religion  in  Babyien,  and  what  they  (hould  fay  $o  the 
GbaJdeasis  there,  and  tfcrefope  that  yerfe  is  written  in  Chaldee. 
I    >     So  much  for  the  rations  of  its  publication,     Next,  for  the  de- 
[        dkatxm  of  it  to  yo^  I  was  induced  thereto  by  the  confidera* 

|         *on,  ' 

u  Of  the  relation  I  baie  to  you  above  all  the  people  m  thf 

t         frortd  :  I  look  upon  «iy  gift*  as  yours,  my  time  as  yours,  and 

t.        aH  the  talent^  I  am  intrufted  with,  as  yours  :  it  is  not  with; 

|         you  as  With  a  woman  whole  husband  is  dead,  and  fo  is  freed 

from  the  law  of  her  bulbahd,  the  relation  ftili  continues,  and 

fa  do  all  the  mutual  duties  of  it. 

2.  By  the  eonfiderafion  of  say  neceifttated'abfenoe  from  yon, 

!         t  would  npt  thatperfbnal  a^ciKe  Should  by  infenfible  degreee 

\        Mtwift  (a^vfuaUy.itdoth)  th^  cord  of  friendihip  j  and  the«e* 

!         fore  I  have  endeavoured  (as  abfent  friends  ufe  to  do)  to  pre- 

ferve  and  ftrengthen  it  by  this  fmall  remembrance,  It  was  Vt* 

jjpafiWft  anfwer  to  Apollonius,  when  he  defired  accefe  for  two 

philofophcrs,  « My  doors  (faid  Vefpafian)  are  always  open** 

|         i  philofcpluers,  but  my  very  breaft  is  open  to  t&ee.'    I  cannot 

fey  with  him,  nary  doors  are  open  for  the  free  acoefsof  friends, 

being  by  a  fad  providence  ihut  againft  myfelf  \  but  this  I  <an 

lay,  my  tyery  breaft  is  ftill  open  to  you  \  you  are  as  dear  tf  me 

iswer. 

5,  Another  inducement  (arid  indeed  the  main)  wasufceprf* 

\         petual fufefuJnefs  and  neceffity  of  thefe  truths  for  you,  which^ 

f         you  wall  have  continual  need  of : «  And  1  know  few  of  you  have 

\         faeh&appy  memories  to  retain,  and  1  cannot  be  always  widfc 

^^totnc^ikatetheie  I  was' 

willing  to  leave  this  witfryou  as  a  legacy,  as  a  teftimony  of 

^ncere  love  for,  and  care  ojrer  you  :  this  mayodunfel  and  di- 

ou  wJwn  1  canwt ;  iinay  ije  sende^d  afekf*  to  y&u  b^ 


a  Cm!  or  natural  death  j  but.this  willout-UwcTOBV?aAlc&€fat: 
it  may  fctvc  your  fouls  when  I  aid  filent  in.  the:  duft. 
-  To  haften  now  to  a  conclufion,  I  haj*e  only  thefe  threfc.re-; 
quefts  to  you,  which  I  carneftty  befeech.ydu  not,to  deny  me ; 

£a,  I  charge  you!,  as  $ver  you.  hope  to  appear  with  $€i»foit  be*-: 
re  the  great  Shepherd,  do  not  ((are  to  flight  thefe  rte^u^fts.  >* 
I.  Above  all  other  ftu4ies  in.  the  world,  ftudy  pur  own 
hearts.:  waftenpt  a  minute  more, of  your  precious  time  about. 
frivolous  and  faplcfe  controverfies .  It  i&  reported  even  of  Bel- : 
tannine  (ho^jr  truly  I  examine  riot)  ^^ud.ajtudiisfchoUJii-* 
cae  theohgiae  avtrteretut.fere  nmftabundusy t  quoniamfuccoea-i 
rebant  liqitidae  pietatis%  \u  e.)  he  turned  with  loathing  from: 
the  ftudy  of  fchool-divinity,  becaufe  it  wanted  the  fweet  juice 
of  piety ;  I  had  rather  it  (hould  be  faid  of  you,  as  one  faid  of  ± 
Swinkfeldius,  ("  He  wanted  a  regular  head,  but  not  an  honoft 
*-*  heart")  than  that  you  fhould  have  regular  heads,  and  irregu-i 
larbeaits.  My  dear  flock,  Ih^ve  according  to  the  grace  given. 
me,  laboured  in  the  courfe  of  my  miniftry  among  you,  to  feed- 
you  with  the  heart- ftrengthenirjg  bread  of  pra£tical  [doGrine  ; 
and  I  do  aflure  ypu,  iti*  far  better  you  fliould  have  the:  fw^eefc 
and  laving  impreffions  of  gofpektruths  feelingly  and  power- 
iWly  conveyed  to  your  hearts,  than  only  to  underftaad'thenv 
fey  a  l?are  ratiocination,  or  .dry  fyllogiftical  inference.  Leave 
trifling  ftudies  tofuch  as  have  time  lying  on  their  hands,  and 
Jenow  not  how  to  employ  it :  remember  you  .are  at  the  ttobr  of 
eternity,  and  have^other  work,  to  do;  thofe  houis  you  fpe»4 
upon  .heart-work  in  yourxlofets,  are  the  golden  fpotsj&f  all  your 
time,  and  will  have  the  fwe^teft  influence,  up  to  your  laft  hourv. 
JMever  forget  thefe  fermons  I  preached  to  you  upon  that  fubjed* 
from^2  Kings  xx.  2,  3.  Heart-work  is  weighty,  and  difficult; 
weak  5  an  error  there,  may  cofl:  you  your  fouls* :  I  may  fay  of 
it>  as  Auguftine  fpeaks  of  the  do&rine  of  the  Trinity,.  Nihilo 
facithts  aat  pericvlqfivs  erratur  ;  A  man  can  err  in  nothing 
morel  eafily  or  more  dangeroufly.  O  then  ftudy  your  heart6i 
<  2y  My-ne,xt  requeft  is,  That  you  will  carefully  look  to  your 
^conversations,  and  be  accurate  iri  all  your  ways,  hold  forth; 
Ae  word  of  life :  be  fufe  by  the  ftri&nefs  and  holinefs  of  your 
lives,  to  fettle  yourfelves  in  the  very  confcienccs  of  your  ene* 
mies.  Remember  that  your  Jives  rouft  be  produced  in  the 
great  day,  to  judge  the  wprld,  1  Cor;  »i.  2.  O  then,  what  man* 
net  of  perfons  ought  you  to  be !  ypu  have  many  eyes  over  you  3 

*  Fuligattus  in  vita  JBtUarm.  \ 

'\  ■   i'teptf/eiufatumillidefuit,  cor  jwrnmnenrftfuki* ■■.;  v» 
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ttt6  omnifcicnt  eye  of  God,  that  fearchcs  .heart  and  rein*» 
Rev.  ii.23.  the  vigilant  eye  of  Satan,  Job  i.  7, 8-  the  envi- 
ous eyes  of  enemies,  that  cutioufly  obferve  you,  Pfal.  v.  8. 
the  quick  and  obfervant  eye  of  confidence,  which  none  of 
your^ions*efcape,rlloitt.  i^.  1.  r  *      >     •;*        ? 

(!)  then  Ve  precife,  and  accurate',  in  all  manner  of  converfa* 
•tionfkeep  up  the  power  of  godlinefs  in  your  clofet*  and.  far 
milks,  and  then  you  will  not  let  it  fall  in  your  more  public 
*^edipleyments  and  converges  in  the  world :  I  hav*  often  tol£ 
you,  that  tt  is  the  honour  of  the  gofpel,  tljat  it  makes  the  beft 
parents  and  children,  the  beft  mailers  and  fervants,  the  beflr 
4rufbands  and  wives  in  the  world;  :       1 

♦  My  third  and  laft  requeft  is,  that  you  pray  for  me:  I  hope 
d  can  fay,  and  I  am  fure  fome  of  you  have  acknowledged,  that 
I  came  at  firft  among  you,  as  tlie  return. and  anfwer  of  you* 

sprayers  :  and  indeed  fo  it  fhould  be,  fee  Luke  x.  2.  I  am  per* 
•fuaded  alfo, I  have  been  carried  on  in  my  work  by  yourprayt* 

*  era*  it  is  fweet  when  it  is  fo  ;  fee  Eph.  vi.  18, 19.  And  I  hop* 
•by  your  prayers' to  receive  yet  a  farther  benefit,  even  that 
'which  is  mentioned,  Heb.  xiii.  18, 19.  Phiiem.  ver.  22.  And 
•truly  it  is  but  equal  you  ihouldpray  for  me,  I  have  often  pray* 

ed  for  you  :  let  the  pulpit,  family,  and  clofet  witnefs  for  me; 

and  God  forbid  I  fhould  fin  againft  the*  Lord  in  ceafing/to  pray 
:foryou.  -.*;,:, 

Yea,  friends,  your  own  intereft  may  j>erfuade  to  it :  what 
mercies  you  obtain  forme,  redound  to  your  own  advantage; 
if  God  preferve  rhe,  it  is  for  your  ufe  and.  fervice :  the  more 
gifts  and  graces  a  minifter  hath,  the  better  for  them  that  (hall 
*wait  on  his  minrftry  y  the  more  God  gives  in  to  me,  the  more 
I  fhall  be  able  to  give  out  to  you.    I  will  detain  you  no  longer, 
:  but  to  entreat  you  to  accept  this  fmall  teftification  of.  my  great 
•love,  and  have  recourfc  to  it,  according  as  the  exigencies  of 
-your  condition  fhall  require  r  redd  it  confidexingiy,  and  obe- 
diently;   judge  it  not  by  the  drefs  and  ftyle,  but  by  the 
-weight  and  favour  of  what  you  read.    It^rs  a  good  rule  of  Ber^- 
nard,  In  legendis  libris,  non  quaeramus  fcientiam  fed  faporenty 
i(L  e.)  In  reading  books,  regard  not  fornuch  the  fcience,  aft 
i         :  the  favour. .,  That  it  may  prove  the  favour  of  life  unto  life  to 
you,  and  all  thofe  into  whofe  hands  it  (hall  come,  is  the  hear- 
,ty  defirepf        ;        .  .  , ,: 

Tour  bving,  and  faithful  paftorf 
>From  my  ftudy  at  Ley  in  -\ 

1  *  $ia£ton,  ,0ff.  7.  1667. ' .  • 

>i    .:          .  :  ..  :  .   .  JQHNJLAYJEJU  < 


I 


'  "  'i  *'* 

A  . 

SAINT     INDEED.^. 

r,tit    mlti  nnriii*     »■■■ ii    ■  ';     "m'i'j ij  n  if  mi  i« 

PrOv.  fo  33.    4f£>  %  *f»rf  w/rt  all  diligence^  f&t  *i* 
ef  it  ate  the  ifues  qf  llfr. 

TH  E  heart  of  man  is  his  worft  part  before  it  be  regene- 
rate, arid  thebeft  afterwards:  h  is. the  feat  of  prin- 
«ipies>  and  fountain  of  anions.  The  eye  of  God  is,  and  thd 
•ye  of  the  Chriftian  ought  to  be,  principally  fixed  upon  it* 

The  greateft  diflicufcy  in  converficm >  is,  to  win  the  heart  tp 
•Cod  5  uid  the  greateft  difficulty  after  eonveriiofi,  i*  to  keef* 
the  heart  with  God.  Here  lies  the  very  pinch  and  ftrefs  of 
religion  1  here  is  that  which  makes  the  way  to  life  a  narrotr 
/way,  and  the  gate  to  heaven  a  ftrak  gate.  Dire&ion  and  Keif* 
m  this  gteat  work,  are  the  (cope  and  fum  of  this  text:  where* 
in  we  have, 

1.  An  exhortation*  "  Keep  thy  heart  with  aH  diligence  " 

2.  The  reafon,  or  motive  enforcing  it,  w  For  out  of  it  air 
«  the  ifluc&  ttf  life," 

In  the  exhortation  I  fhall  ooniidcr, 

■1.  The  matter  of  the  duty. 
a.  The  manner  of  performing  it. 

I.  The  matter  of  the  duty,  keep  thy  heart.  Heart  is  not 
•fcerc  tfcken  properly  for  that  noble  part  of  the  body  which  phi- 
Jofophers  call  the  pritnam  vivtns,  ct  uteimton  mnriens ;  the 
£rft  that  lives,  and  the  laft  that  dies ;  but  by  heart,  in  a  meta- 
phor, the  fcripture  fometimes  undcrflands  fome  particular  no- 
ble fefcuhy  of  the  foul:  in  Horn.  i.  31.  itis  put  for  the  under* 
ftanding  part,  their  fooJifh  lieart,  (i.  e+)  w  their  foolifh  under- 
*  ftafcding  was  darkened,'*  And  Pfafrn  cxix.  1 1 .  it  is  put  faf 
die  memory,  M  Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  my  heart  5"  and  a  John 
in.  10*  it  is  put  for  the  confcience,  which  hath  in  it  both  die 
light  of  the  underfbutding  and  the  recognitions  of  the  me- 
mory: if  our  heart  condemn  us,  (u  e.)  if  our  donfckttcfi 
wfofe  pfioper  office  it  bio  condemn.  But  here  we  are  to  take 
it  more  generally  for  the  whole  foul*  or  intief  man  |  far  iodic 
what  the  heart  is  to  the  body,  that  the  foul  is  to  .the  ttatn  *  tod 
*hat  hcakhis  to  the  Matt,  'that  holiftefe  is  to  the  foul:  QioJ 


iMatt  #  a?  it  fc*/  *fc  #*&i.<  $ , 

body  depends  u^dii  tile  fotindneft  ilhd  tlgotir  df  the  hfcart,  anil 
the  everlaftingftatfe  of  the  whole  thah  apod  tile  good  or  ill . 
jmdifhtf  of  tife'&uh 

And  by  keeping  the  heattj  Urtdef ftartd  the  diHgrtt  ttid  #>** 
jtdnfute  and  improvement  of  all  holy  mean*  and  duties,  to 
prcferv*  the  foul  from  fin,  and  maintain  its  ftfcet  and  frefe'  . 
&niiauniOn.w$th  God.  *  Lavator*  oh  the  flbtt&, -trill  hafe  th€ 
*ord  takeh  from  a  b^fiegtd  garrffdh,  Wgirt  by  many  enemic* 
Without*  afid  in  danger  of  being  betrayed  by  titachettus  citi* 
aetis  within,  in  which  dan  get  the  foldiert,  ujtori  pai&  of  death  j 
"aBre  commanded  td  vtaftcH  $  and  whereas  the  eipreffion  (ke*jf: 
thy  he&tl)  feem*  to  put  it  upon  us  as  our  work*  yet  it  doth  nof 
toiplf  a  fufficiertcy dr  ability  ki  ui  to  do  it  $  We  are  arable  fe 
ftop  the  fun  in  its  courfe,  or  make  the  riVers  run  backward,  a# 
by  tfuVown  fldll  and  power  to  rule  and  order  our  hearts :  toe 
inay  a*  ifefeU  he  out  own  fdx)itotrsf  at  our  own  keepers  ;  and 
yet  Solomon  fpeaka  property  enough*  when  he  faith,  A«p  tfy 
htort'i  betaure  the  duty  is  ottfs,  though  the  powefr  be1  God's. 
>  A  natural  man  hath  nd  pOWef,  a  gracious  man  hath  fdme* 
though  rtot  fumcierit  $  and  that  poWek-  he  hath,  depends  upbtf 
the  exciting  and  affifting  ftnjrtgth  Of  Ghrift >  Gratia  gi&tiaM 
fqfiuhty  grace  within  us  is  beholden  to  grace  without  us, 
John  xv.  5.  *«  Without  nie  ye  can  do  nothing.0  80  much  of 
the  matter  of  the  duty. 

2;  The;  maimer  of  performing  it  is,  with  all  diligent*  t} 
the  Hebrew  is.  Very  emphatical,  f  Gum  (minx  aifto&a,  kttpt 
With  aU  keeping,  q.  d.  keep,  keep*  fit  dottbfc  guilds,  yout* 
fceam  wtll  be  gone  elfe;  And  this  vehemency  of  eifcfeffi* 
on,  with  *hictf  the  duty  is  urged,  plainty  implied  ho*r  difflciUf 
it  is  to  keep  our  hearts,  and  how  dangerous  to  let  them  go.     v 

3,  The  rcafon,  of  motive  quickening  to  thisrduty>  iiire^y; 
fcrcibfcind  weighty:  M  For  out  of  it  art  thfc  iffu^s  of  lift/* 
That  is,  it  is  the  iburce  and  fountain  of  all  vital  a&iOtts  and  o- 
peratidh*  •,  Hincfom  font  eipededndiorigo^  faith  Jerom  $  it  i*\ 
the,  fprfng  and  original  both  Of  good  and  evil,  as  the  fpring  ill. 

•  I  fay  cdaftant,  for  the  rfeafoo  adrfedm  the  text  ext^idf  the 
dfoty  to  all  the  dates  and  conditions  of  a  dhiiftiaift  lift,  and  makes 
it  bind  tiAfetnpcr ;  if  the  heart  muft  be  kept  becaufe  out  of  it  are 
the  uTiics  of  life;  then  as  Iob|  as  thefe  uTaes  of  life  do  flow  oat  of ' 
h,  we  are  obliged  to  keep  it.  , 

~*  f  TZ3©D  fc»* 

vo^yit  * 


jo  What  it  is  to  keep  the  Heart. 

a  watch  that  fets  all  the  wheels  in  motion.  The  heart  j*tte 
toreafury,  the  hand  and  tongue  but  the  fhops,  what  is  in  thefe* 
comes  from  thence  ;  the  hand  and  tongue  always  begin  where 
the  heart  ends.  The  heart,  contrives,  and  the  members  exe- 
cute ;  Luke  vi.  45.  "  A  good  man  oat  of  the  good  treafare 
£  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth  good  things,  and  an  evil  man  out 
.  «>  of  the  evil  treafure  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth  evil  things \ 
u  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  heart  his  mouth  fpeaketh."  So 
then,  if  the  heart  err  in  its  work,  thefe  muft  needs  mifcarry  in 
theirs ;  for  heart-errors  are  like  the  errors  of  the  firft  conco£tion, 
yhich  cannot  be  re&ifxed  afterwards :  Or  like  the  mtfplacing* 
and  inverting  of  the  ftamps  and  letters  in  the  prefs,  which  mud 
needs  caufe  fo  many  errata  in  all  the  copies  that  are  printed  off. 

0  then,  how  important  a  duty  is  that  which  is  contained  in  the 
following  proportion  ?^  ~ 

1  Do&.  fb&t  the  keeping*  and  right  managing  of  the  heart 

in  every  condition,  is  the  great  Jntfinejs  of  a  CkriftUn** 

What  the  philofopher  laith  of  waters,  is  as  properly  applici- 
f>le  to  hearts  ;  Suis  ierminis  difficile  continentur,  it  is  hair «§ 
to  keep  them  within  any  bounds ;  God  balk  fet  bounds  and  li- 
mits to  them,  yet  how  frequently  do  \hey  tranfgrefs,  not  only 
the  bounds  of  grace  and  religion,  but  even  of  reafon  and  com- 
mon honefty  ?  Hie  labor  hoc  opus  eft » this  is  that  wrjich  affords 
the  Chriftian  matter  of  labour,  fear  and  trembling  to  his  dying* 
,  day.  It  is  not  the  cleanfing  of  the  hand  that  makes  the  Chrif- 
tian, for  many  a  hypocrite  can  fhew  as  fair  a  hand  as  be  $  but 
.-.  the  purifying,,  watching,  and  right  ordering  of  the  heart ;  jthis 
is  the  thing  that  provokes  fo  many  fad  complaints,  and  colls  fo 
many  deep  groans  and  briniih  tears*  It  was  the  pride  of  He- 
zekiab's  heart  that  made  him  lie  in  the  duft  mourning  beforg 
the  Lord,  %  .  .Chroiu  xxxii.  26.  It  was  the  fear  of  hypocrify 
invading  the  heart,  that  made  David  cry,  "Let  my  heart  be 
•f  found  in  thy  ftatutes,  {hat  I  be  not  albamed,"  Pfalm 
cxix.  80.  It  was  the  fad  experience  he  had  of  the  divisions  and 
diftra&ions  of  his  own  heart,  in  the  fervice  of  God,  that  made, 
him  pour  out  that  prayer,  Pfalm  lxxxvi.  1 1.  "  Unite  my  heart 
u  to  fear  thy  name."  ' 

The  method  in  which  I  fliall  improve  the  point,  fliafl  be 
'tnis,  :  *  v 

*  Firft,  I  (hall  enquire  what  the  keepirjg  of  the  heart  fup- 
pofes  and  irqports.  ' 

Secondly V  Affign  divers  reafons,  why  Chriftiaris  muft  make, 
this  the  great  work  and  bufinfcfc  of  their  lives. 


What  it  is  to  hep  the  Heart.  ti 

TTfnrify)  Point  vat  thofe  fp^cial  feafons  Which  efpecially 
call  for  this  diligence  in  keeping  the  heart. 

Fourthly,  and  laftty,  Apply  the  whole  in  feveral  ufes.  - 
I,  What  the  keeping  of  the  heart  fuppofes  and  imports.  '  • 
To  keap'  the  heart;  neceflarily  fuppofes  a  previous  work  of 
fan&ification,  which  hath  fet  the  heart  right,  by  giving  it  a  new 
fpmtual  bent  and  inclination  \  for  as  long  as  the  heart  is  not 
fet  right  by  grace,  as  to  its  habitual  frame,  no  duties  or  means 
can  keep  it  right  with  God.  Self  is  the  poife  of  the  unfanc- 
tified  heart,  which  biafles  and  moves  it  in  all  its  defigns and 
anions ;  and  as  long  as  it  is  fo,  it  is  impoffible  that  any  exter- 
nal meana  fiiould  keep  it  with  God.  '  ' 

Man,  by  creation,  was  of  one  conftant,  uniform  frame  and 
tenour  of  fpirit,  held  oiie  ftraight  and  evert  courfej  not  one 
thought  or  faculty  revelled  or  difordered ;  his  mind  had:a  pcrfeft 
illumination  to  underftand  and  know  the  will  of  God,  his  will 
a  perfcA  compliance  therewith ;  his  fenfitive  appetite,  and  o- 
ther  inferior  powers,  flood  in  a  moft  obedient  fubordination.  - 

-Man,  by  degeneration,'  is  become  a  moft  difordered  and  re-'  4 
beltious  creature,  contefting  with,  and  oppofmg  his  Maker,  as 
the  firft  caufe,  by  felf-dependence  ;  as  the  cbiefeft  goody  by 
fclf-love ;  as  the  highefl  Lord,  by  felf-will,  and  as  the  loft  end% 
by  felf-feeking ;  and  fo  is  quite  difordered,  and  all  his  a&s  irre- 
gular: His  illuminated  understanding  is  clouded  with  igno- 
rance, his  complying  will  full  of  rebellion  and  ftubbornefs  ;  his' 
fobordinate  powers,  carting  Off  the  dominion  and  government 
$f  the  fuperior  faculties. 

But  by  regeneration  this  difordered  foul  is  fet  right  again  % % 
Purification  being  the  rectifying  and  due  framing,  or,  as  the 
fcripture  phrafes  it,  the  renovation  of  the  foul  after  the  image1 
of  God,  Eph.  iv.  24.  in  which,  felf-dependence  is  removed  by 
faith  ;  felf-love>  by  the  love  of  God  5  felf-will,  by  fubjeckion 
and  obedience  to  the  will  of  God ;  and  felf-feeking  by  felf-de- 
nial.     The  darkened  undetftanding  is  again  illuminated,  Eph.  .' 
j.  18.  the  refra&ory  wiH  fweedy  fubdued,  Pfalm  ex.  3.  the  re- 
bellious appetite,  or  concupifcence  gradually  conquered,  Rom. 
vi.  7.  per  tot*'    And  thus  the  foul  which  fin  had  univerfally 
depraved  is  again  by  grace  reftored  and  re&ified. 

This  being  pre-fuppofed,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  apprehend, 
what  it  is  to  keep  the  heart,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  con- 
Jlant  care  and  diligence  of  fitch  a  renewed  man,  to  preferve  his 
foul  in  that  hofy  frame  to  which  grate  hath  reduced  it>  and  daily 
Jtrivestohold it. 

>      ..      £a         -\       •      - 


For,  though  %f*<&  luttb*  m  %  |rcat  ^e$%e,  re^netf&e  &UJ, 
and  given  it  an  habitual  and  heavenly  temper ;  jet  fox  pfifcrn  a£7 
tually  diicornpofe?  it;  again ;  fc  that  eyeti  a  gra^ous  heag  is 
like  a  mufiqri'  jgj^inehlt*  yhi^h,  thpugh  it  fee  nprer  fc  e^aftly 
tnned,  a  fou#  matter  $;i^gf  i*  out  of  tune%  again ;  ¥&►  tang 
fc  aflde  bttf  *li#le,  and  ijt  #$  pepd  feqjn*  $gainr  fecfers  j«tf 
c,an  p%  ancitlier  kgpn  o#  ^  $  Pfffrft  ftMrtfc  tfc  eaife 


gracigus  heart* ;  tfthey  aje  in  ftiaift^in  pp$  duty*  vcf  bpw 
fc^d*  and  4iftrdwd  Whe#  they  cpnv  tq  awt^sfr  ?  Atyfl  tfacftT 
fW?  PV&I,  £WT  R^4s  a  pajtisufcr  greparaqpn.  gjf  tfee  l&a?^ 
Job.  xi.  ^3*.  €*>f£ thmpx^tw?  thine  he**, and  fc*#b qM&thiim 
«<  hands  towards  him/'  Wttt  f l^f|,  to  kl^g  ^.  kepffc  i*  $a«hr 
fc%  to  prefers  it  fro*  &H  vbich  difor^ejr*  rt  |  ap4  maintain 
thai;  {pintail  an4  gntci<W  franie,  Mrhisbfr*  iffaf  Wro-?f?otti 
i^unipn  with  God,    And  $i§  ineWiea  $<£  fa  a#s  i$i|  ;. 

|.  Ipreqnflnl;  abfcn^tiiwi  of  the  frame  pf  tie  teaj^ 
^j^ng  in  and  cowing  %ow  tfce  <$fc  ft%ad*  with  *,,&*#  ift 
one  part  of  tfee  work.  Carpal  and  format  j?*ffon$  take  m  bw* 
tp  {h^  i^y  c*^t  l?e  brp^igltttQcfliifer  witlh  tbeijpw  ^ea*te| 
jjiere  arf  fi>ra$  inen  and  ^ijwfl  1?lw*  hay$  J*ved  &ity  p$  fifty! 
y^ar^  i$  $hp  ww^d,  and  h^fC;{c^e  had  one  bour'fc  d&otu& 
to^  thejr  own  h$a#$aU  that  white ;  hi*  a  hard  thing  #briag 
a  m*  and  tyij»fe#  together  upon  fuch  att  acwrot j  but  (ainfcj 
faipw  tfcpfe  <bl.Uoqii^  and  fejf-cpt^^nccs  tp  be  of  excellent 
ijfeand  ajlvanta.ge.  The heatfce«&  ^WlM  fajk  ^ij^yfofcn<fe<$ 
&iefcm<bjitkff$im9>  tW  fiitf;  i*  mad*  vifp  fey  fitting  ftttl  i$ 
guietndV;  though  bankrupt  care  not  tp  look  into  their  b?ok$ 
^f  accompt,  yrt  Vj*rffbt  ^tt$  ^?iH  ^^w^etbeithey  gp  back- 
^ward  or  forward  Piajm  l^xvii.  &'  '<*  I  comwune  w^t  mine  picet 
^  fyeap^  ^e  heait  fant  ne^f ;^c  kq?V  WfU  *fts  ip^s-  Be  «*" 

l^ined  and  nnde^flppd* v 

-  ^  It^l^^d^^^ai^^f^  bw^Yikanddif?«te?i. 
thus  |[e^ekiah  hnnible^  hijbfejf  fortbf  pri4©  <^f  b,^t^2tttj. 
i  Chron,  ^m.  36.  Thwtbe.  peo^e  ^rcrc  ordered  ^  fp^ca4 
fe«h  ^eir  (jyancteift  God  in  prajer^  in.  a  fenfe  oi ^the  |fcgue  b$ 
flje^;  pwn  ic^rn,  1  K^igR  ti$  3*.  Upo^  t)n%  a??oi^t  inany 
an  uj)j»^t  beait  liatfe  $i*  ^*?^  Wpr^  9?^ ?-  P  ^^  ^ 
bea^rt  have  I  T'tbey4  bay^  in  their^  c^nfeSona.  pointed  at  the, 
^pft^  *P  PW^(  jfc<?e  j  fe>|4,  %jrd  i|  t5e  ^pund,  b«re  lis  ^ 
ylague-fcre*  It  i&  With^i?  be^tt  well  kept*  as  i(w  ^i^fe  tbj^ 
eye,  $Mch  is  a  %'  emjrf^  of  ^  if  ^  fcnali  dlift  ge(t  i^lSP  thSi 
^ye,.  i^  ^i  U  ti^ec  ic^ve,  t?M^^M^i^  ^*4  VaiPP^g.  tiitl  i*  base  wep$ 
^t  but  i  Bo  tie  ^iprig^t;  lieart  cannot;  W  ^  reft  ti^  ifeha«  w^t 
*ut  its  UQubJ^,  and  poured  omita  <?ompteim$  before  the  Lord. 


3,  J$  includes  eaimtft  replications  and  iaftant  prayer  fe* 
k^^ct^purUy iug  awl  reifying  grace,  when  fin  hath  defiled  amf 
J^dered  it  $  k>  ?blm  *ix. i a*  '*  Cleanfe  thou  roe  from  fecrcf 
ff  fajd***"  W4  J?f*Ufl  brexyi-  M*«  Unite  my  heart  to  fca&tty 
(f  |iW&"  .  §3i«?s  bave  always  rna»y  ftieh  petitions  depeadwg 
]^f ^  d|e  i^oq^  of  God'9  grace  >  thi3  is  the  thing  which  u* 
j^ftpteadfrf  by  tfeem  with  <#od :  When  they  *[«  prating  fb* 
gutward  pereies*  baply  th^k»  fpiritis  may  be  mofe.renaffs,  ,b«{ 
^}iqp  it  c#ms$  t©  the  heart-cafe,  then  they  extend  their  {pint* 
%j  t^e  utmoit,  fill  their  youths  with  arguments,  weep  and  make 
tpgpfetfiQa, ;  Oh,  for  a  better  beart  1  *Ob  for  a  heart  to  kxoq 
£®&  ^Qfic  ^f>*|pi|e  fill  »*ne*  to  walk  more  evenly  wi*h  Godi 
£qfd>  de»y  m>t  ft*  me  {itch:  *  Mart,  wkateycr  thou  deny  me  $ 
*m  VMS  ab  heart  to  IcafrJfcfat  love  and  delight  in  thee,  if  I 
beg  my  bread  i»  defoUte  plpce*  It  is  ohferyed  -of  holy  Mc«, 
J&adfQrd,  that  when  lie  wa^confeffing  fin,  he  would  never 
-rive  oxer  eonfi^ffing  until  he  had  felt  fpme  brokennefe  of  heart 
1^;  that  6n  j  and:  when  praying  for  any  fpirkual  mercy,  weutt 
*eve*  give  aver  that  fuit,  until  he  had  got  feme  reliih  of  that 
jnercy  j  that  is  the  third  tfcing  included  in  keeping  the  heart. 
.  4,  Jt  includes  their^poAng  of  flrong  engagements  and  bemda 
spop  ourfelyea  to  walk  in9re  accurately  with 'God,  and  avoid 
die  occafions  whereby  the  heai^  may  be  induced  to  fin:  Well* 
comppifedj  advifed,  and  deliberate  vow*>  are,  in  fome  cafes,  of 
excellent  u/e  tp  guard  the  heart  agaiiift  fome  fecial  fin*  f* 
jfpb  zprei,,  1.  V  I.  made  a  covenant  with  mine  eyes  ;"'by  thi* 
gneana,  holy  o&es  bare  over-awed  their  fouls,  and  preferred 
^jbemfelyes  from  defilement  by?  fame  fecial  heart-corruptkms;. 

5.  It  includes  a  ponftant  holy  jealoufy  over  onr  own  heart*? 

Sujick- lighted  felf-jcaloufy  i^  an  excellent  preservative  from  fin  » 
e  that  will  keep  tue  heart,  muft  have  the  eyes  of  his  foul  awato 
apd  open  upon  ajl  fhe  disorderly  and  tumultuous  ftjrri»jg«  at 
bis  i&e&ioQB  ;  if  the  affections  break  loofe,  and  the  paffiorwlfc* 
^irred,  the  foul  muft  difcoverand  fiipprcfe  them  before  thep 
get  to,  an  Wight:  0*  my  foul,  doftthou  well  in  this  ?  My* 
tumultuous  thought*  andpafiions,  where  is  your  oommiffion  $ 
State  viri^  quae  caufa  ifta*?  qmive  eftis  in  arms.  Vitg, : 
Happy  is  the  man  that  thus  feareth  always,  Prov.  xJCviiU 
^4.  ^y  this  fear  of  the  Lord  it  is.  that  men  depart  from  evit^ 
ftake  of  fecuricy,  aod  preferve  tbemfelves  from  iniquity ;  he 
|hat  will  keep  his  heart  mull  feed  with  fear,  rejoice  with  fear, 
and  pais  the  whole  time  of  his  fojourning  here  irf  fear,  and  alt* 
Iktfe  enough  to  keep  the  heart  from  lin.        '^  H 

]  fa  And,WUy/J^a^  is^dw&eralifiifp*? 


14  nedft^nvdrky  dijttult  and  important. 

God's  prefence  with  us,  and  fctting  the  Lord  always  before  us  : 
This  the  people  of  God  have  found  a-  Angular  means  to  keep 
their  hearts  upright$yarid  awe  them  from  fin  5  when  the  eye  of 
our  faith  is  fixed  upon  the  eye  of  God's  omnifcienee,  we  dare 
not  let  out  our  thoughts  and  affe&ions  to  vanity:  Holy  Job 
durft  not  fufferhis  heart  to  yield  to  an  impure,  vain  thought ; 
and  what  was  it  that  mo^ed  him  to  fo  great  a  circumfpe&ion  ? 
Why,  be  tells  you,  Job  xxxi.  4.  "  Doth  he  not  fee  my  ways, 
«  and  count  all  my  fteps  ?  Walk  before  me  (faith  God  tor 
u  Abraham)  and  be  thou  perfefct,"  Gen.  xvii.  1.  Even  as 
parents ufe  tofet  their  children  in  the  congregation  before  them, 
knowing  that  elfe  they  will  be  toying  and  playing ;  fo  would 
the  heart  of  th£  bed  man  too,  were  it  not  for  the  eye  of  God;    - 

In  thefe,  and  fuch  like  particttfata?  do  gracious  fouls  exprefff 
the  care  they  have  of  their  heart84'*hey  are  as  careful  to  pr£- 
vent  the  breaking  loofe  of  their  corruptions  in  times  of  temp- 
tation, as  feamen  are  to  bind  fail  the  guns,  that  they  break 
notloofe  inaftorm;  as  careful  to  preferve  the  fweetnefs  arid 
comfort  they  have  got  from  God  in  any  duty,  as  one  that  comes 
out  of  an  hot  bath,  or  great  fweat,  is  of  taking  cold,  by  going 
forth  into  the  chill  air.  This  is  the  work,  and  of  all  works 
in  religion  it  is  the  mod  difficult,  conftant,  and  important 
warju 

I.  It  is  the  hardeft  work;  heart- work  is  hard  work  indeed. 
To  ihuffle  over  religious  duties  with  a  loofe  and  heedleft  fpirit, 
'  will  cojft  no  great  pains ;  but  to  fet  thyfelf  beforethe  Lord,  and 
tye  up  thy  loofe  and  vain  thoughts  to  a  conftant  and  ferious 
attendance  upon  him  ;  this  will  colt  theefomething :  To  attain- 
3  facility  and  dexterity  of  language  in  prayer,  and  put  thy 
meaning  into  apt  and  decent  exprefiions,  is  eafyj  but  to  get 
thy  heart  broken  for  fin,  whiift  thou  art  confeffing  it ;  melted 
with  free  grace,  whiift  thou  art  bleffing  God  for  it ;  to  be  really 
afharned  and  humbled  through  the  apprehenfions  of  God's  in- 
finite holinefs,  and  to  keep  thy  heart  in  this  frame,  not  only  in* 
but  after  duty,  will  furely  coft  thee  fpme  groans  and  travail-- 
ing  pains  of  foul:  To  reprefs  the  outward  a&s  of  fin,  and  com- 
pofethe  external  part  of  thy  life  in  a  laudable  and  comely 
manner,  is  no  great  matter  ;  even  carnal  perfons  by  the  force 
of  .common  principles  can  do  this ;  but  to  kill  the  root  of  cor- 
ruption within,  to  fet  and  keep  up  ah  holy  government  over* 
thy  thoughts,  to  have  all  things  lie  ftraight  and  orderly  in  the; 
heart,  this  is  not  eafy. 

a.  It  is  a  conftant  work.  The  keeping  of  the  heart  is  fuch  aC 
wock»  as  i&.  never  done  till  life  be  done;  this  labour  and  our 
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-  Heatt^worky  difficult  and  important.  -  I J 

life,  end  together :  It  is  with  a  Chriftian  in  this  bufinefs,  as  it 
is  with  feamen  that  have  fprung  a  leak  at  fea,  if  they  tug  not 
\  conftantly  at  the  pump,  the  water  increafes  upon  them,  and 
f  will  quickly  fink  them*  It  is  in  vain  for  them  to  fay  the  work 
.  is  hardy  and  we  ate  weary  *»  there  is  no  time  or  condition  in  the 
I  Kfe  of  a  Chriftian,  .which  will  fuffer  an  intermiifion  of  this 
[        work.    It  is  in  the  keeping  watch  over  our  hearts,  as  it  was  m 

■  the  keeping  up  of  Mofes  his  hands,  whilft  Ifrael  and  Amalek 
;,  were  fighting  below,  Exod.  xvii,  12.  No  fooner  do  Mofes  his 
;  bands  grow  heavy  and  fink  down,  but  Amalek  prevails.  Tom 
(  know  it  cpft  David  and  Peter  many  a  fad  day  and  night  for 
I  intermitting  the  watch  over  their  own  hearts  but  a  few  minutes. 
I  .  3.  It  is  the  moft  important  bufinefs  of  a  Chriftian 's  life. 
V       Without  this  we  are  but  formalifts  in  religion ;  all  our  profef- 

fions,  gifts  and  duties  fignify  nothing:  "  My  fon,  give  me 
«  thine  heart,"  Prov.  xxiii.  36.  God  ispleafed  to  call  that  a 
gift,  which  is  indeed  a  debt ;  he  will  put  this  honour  upon  the 
creature  to  receive  it  from  him  in  the  way  of  a  gift ;  but  if  this 
be  not  given  him,  he  regards  not  whatever  elfe  you  bring  ta 
him  *  .There  is  fo  much  only  of  worth  and  value  in  what  we  do, 
as  there  is  of  heart  in  it. ,  Concerning  the  heart,  God  feemsto 
fay,  as  Jofeph  of  Benjamin,  "  If  you  bring  not  Benjamin  with 
"  you,  you  (hall  not  fee  my  face."  Among  the  heathens, 
]  when  the  beaft  wa$  cut  up  for  facrifice,  the  fir  ft  thing  theprif/l 
looked  upon  was  the  heart,  and  if  that  was  unfound  and  naught, 
f  the  facrifice  was  reje&ed.  God  reje&s  all  duties  (how  glori- 
[  ous  foever  in  other  refpe£te)  offered  him  without  a  heart.  He 
I  that  performs  duty  without  a  heart,  viz.  heedlefly,  is  no  more 
j  accepted  with  God,  than  he  that  performs  it  with  a  double 
I        heart,  viz.  hypocritically,  Ha.  lxvi.  3.  And  thus  I  have  briefly 

■  opened  the  nature  of  the  duty,  what  is  imported  in  this  phrafe, 
1        «  Keep  thy  heart," 

, ,       .2.  Next,  I  (hall  give  you  fome  rational  account  why  Chris- 
tians fhould  make  this  the  great  bufinefs  of  their  lives,  to  kfeep 
I        their  hearts. 

The  importance  and  neceffity  of  making  this  our  great  and 
main  bufinefs,  will  manifeftly  appear  in  that,  1  •  "the  honour 
I  of  God  52.  The  fincerity  of  our  profeflion  *  3.  The  beauty  of 
L  our converfation  j  4.  The  comfort  of  our  fouls;  5.  Theim* 
]  provement  of  our  graces  5  and,  6.  Our  (lability  in  the  hour 
I  of  temptation ;  are  all  wrapt  up  in*  and  dependent  on  our  fin* 
cerity  and  care  in  the  management  of  this  work. 

1 .  The  glory  of  God  is  much  concerned  therein j  heaft»evil* 
are  very  provoking  evils  to  the  Lot/1.    The  fchools  do  well  oh- 


W  Htdrt-ivMiy  iiffiduti  and  hnpbrtani. 

ft* vt,  that  outward  fins  are  majoris  infamix>  fitttitf  gftsft  ftf* 
ferny;  but  heart-fins  are majoris  retttits>  fins  tff -deeper  guilt. 
How  fcverely  hath  the  great  God  declared  his  wrath  from  hea* 
ten  againft  heart-wickedriefs  j  the  great  crime  for  whicfr  rffW 
bid  wftrldftands  indited,  Gen.vi.  5, 6^  7.  is  heart- wickedttd&i 
«•'•  God  favr  that  every  imagination,  (or  fiQiori)  of  thrir  hearf 

*  watt  dnly  evil*  and  that  corrtinualljr  5"  for  whfeh  he  fent  the 
dreadfuHeft  judgment  that  was  ever  executed  fiiitSe  the  workt 
began :  "  And  the  Lord  feid,  I  will  deftfdy  maft  whom  I  fcnttt 
**  created  from  die  face  of  the  garth,  both  man  and  bettft;  am^ 

*  the  creeping  thing*,  and  the  fowls  of  heaven*  for  it  repent* 
«  eth  me  that  I  have  made  matt,"  verfe  7.  WfcAtfd  not  theS**" 
murders,  adulteries*  blafrihemies,  (thcT  they  were  defiled  with 
thefc)  particularly  alkdged  againft  them}  but  the  evils  of  their 
hearts :  Yea,  that  which  God  was  fo  provoked  by,  aittf  give  up 
kis  peculiar  inheritance  into  the  enenrj^s  hand,  was  the  evil  of 
Aeir  hearts,  Jer.  iv.  1 4. «  O  Jerusalem,  wafli  thine  heart  ffOtti 
«  wickednrfsj  that  thou  mayeift  be  fayed*  how  long  fhall  vaitt* 
«  thoughts  lodge  within  thee?"  The  wickednefi  and  vawiff ' 
of  their  thoughts  God  took  fpecial  notice  of  $  and  becatife  of  this 
the  Chaldean  rnuft  come  upon  them  as  a  Km  frdm  his  thicket} 
▼terfe  7.  and  tear  them  U  pieces.  For  the  very  fin  of  thoughts* 
k  was  that  God  threw  down  the  fallen  angels  from  heaven*  and' 
keeps  them  ftifl  in  everkftksg  chains  to  the  judgment  of  thtf 
great  day  %  by  whieh  expf effion  is  not  obfcurel  v  intimated  fome? 
extraordinary  judgment  ta  which  ther^re  referved,  as  prifon* 
mthat  have  matrons  laid  upon  tnem>  may  be  fuppofed<  tt* 
be  the  greatt^malefadors  r  And  what  was  their  fin?  Why* 
only  fptritual  wickednefe  ?  For  th^y  having  no  bodily  organs 
could  z€t  nothing  externally  againft  God.  Yea,  mere  heart* 
fe«fe  are  fo  provoking,  that  for  them  he  rejefts  With  indignati* 
on  all  the  duties  that  fome  men  perform  unto  him,  Ifa.  kvlv 
3.  w  He  that  kflkth  an  ox,  is  as  if  he  flew  a-  man  $  he  that  faCri- 
M  fieeth  a  lamb,  as  if  he  cut  off  a  dog's*  neck  \  he  that  offereth' 
**  an  oblation,  as  if  he  offered  fwines  blood ;  he  that  burnetto 
«*  iacenfe,  as  if  he  bleflfed  an  idol."  In  what  words  could  the 
abhorrence  of  a  creature's  a&ions  be  more  fully  cxprefled  by 
the  holy  God  ?  Murder  and  idolatry  are  not  more  vile  in  his> 
aecotmt,  thin  their  facrifices,  though  materially  fuch  as  himfetf 
appointed  ;  And*  what  made  them  fo  ?  The  following  wordy 
inform  us,  u  their  foul  delighteth  in  their  abominations." 

To  conclude,  fuch  is  the  viknefs  of  mere- heart*  fins*  tha* 
tfct  fcripture*  fometimes  intimate  jh«  difficulty  of  pardon  far 


$i*totify  nn&  fop  tkptnh  Dppfi  kfidpingdur  Ithsksi  *  17 
tHetr*.  So  in  the  cafe  of  Simon  Magus,  A&*  *iiL  24  .'  his 
jieart  was  n«  right,  he  tad  vile  thoughts  *f  God*  and  the 
thirtga  of  God  f  die  apoftle  bids  him  *«  repent  and  pray,  if 
*<  perhaps  the  though  of  hit  heart  might  be  forgireit  him." 
O  theft*  neret  flight  hflan-«wk  f  for  by  thtefe  God  is  highly 
taranged  and  pfovpfaed  f  and  for  this  reafcri  let  every  Chfiftiafc 
jnake  it  hit  vwk  to  keep  hi*  heart  with  all diligeric*. 

a;  The  incctity  of  our.  pr&fofflan  mueh  depends  upon  the 
fcard  iMecmleiettce  Kite  tare  m  keeping  our  hearts  ;  for  it  is 
.molt  eertaia*  that  a  man  is  but  Sn  hypocrite  ra  hi*  profttfiicw, 
»awiurm«s  fdevtr  He  be  in  the  externals  <tf  religion,  that  is 
iiaedieis  arid  carelsft  of  the  frame*  of  tad  heart  1  You  have  a  preg* 
tiam  inftaricetff  thi3  in  thd  cafe  of  Jehu*  1  Kings  Si  31 .  "  But 

*  Jehu,  mok.rio  bead  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  God  of 

*  Ifrad  #itfc  kh^tort^  That  contest  gives  us  an  account  of  the 
f  feat  fervke  performed  by  Jthu  againft  the  houfe  of  Ahab  and 
Baal*  as  alfs  of  a  great  temporal  reward  given  htm  by  God  for 
that  fervice*  eveU  that  feiftchtldrert,  to  the  fourth  generation* 
ftiould  fit  upon  the  throne  of  Ifrach  And  yet,  in  thefe  worda, 
Jehu  is  ttenfofed for  an  hypocrite  5  though  God  approved,  and 
rewarded  the  work,  yet  he  abhorred  arid  rejected  the^erfoii  that 
tfid  rt  as  hypocritical :  And  Wherein  lay  his  hypecrifr  ?  bift  in 
this,  that  he  took  ito  heed  so  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  with 
his  heart,  {UeJ)  he  did  all  infincerely,  andforfei^erids*  end 
though  the  wotk  he  did  was  materially  good,  yet  he  riot  {Mir£- 
i&g  Ms  heart  from  thofe  unworthy  fel&defigns  in  doing  it,  wats 
Sen  hypocrite  :  And  811010119  rf  whom  we  fpake  before,  though 
he  appeared  futh  a  perfon,  that  the'apoftle,  could  ndt  regularly 
tefufehim;  yet  his  hypocrtfy  wasqmekly  difedvered:  And 
What  discovered  it  but  this,  that  though  heprofejTedaud  affotf* 
ated  himfelf  with  the  faints*  yet  he  was  a  fcrangor  to  the  mort** 
£cati*n  of  heart-am  i  «  Thy  heart  is  not  right  with  Gt^," 
A&»  tdii,  at.  It  rs  true*  there  is  a  great  difference  among  Chit* 
ftiaft*  themfeives,  In  their  diligence  attd  dcaterity  about  hearts 
work  v  fome  are  more  eonterfsnt  and  fucce&rul  in  it  than  0* 
thenars  j  but  he  that  takes  wo  heed  to  hit  heart,  that  is  net 
careful  to  order  it  aright  before  God,  is  but  a  hypocrite,  Each4. 
xxxti'u  31,  32.  «  And  they  tone  unto  thee  as  the  people  com* 
<•  eth,  and  fit  before  thee  (as  my  people)  and  they  hear  thy 
«  words,  but  they  will  not  do  them  *  far  wilt  their  mouths 
« they  fltew  ftntch  kwte,  but  their  heart  goeth  after  their  cove*- 
f*  oufocfe.- '  Here  were  a^orftpany  of  formal  hypocrites*  as  is  e* 
vidertt  by  that  expreffion  {&*  nir  tapir)  ]jk?  them,  but  not  of 


I J  Sinemty  and  Joy  dtptnds  nf6nkstpihg6ur  Sean, 
them.  And  whatmade  them  fo?  Their  outfide  was  fair ;  here 
were  reverent)  poftures,  high  profcffions,muchfeemrng  joy  and 
delight  in  ordinances)  «  Thou  art  to  themes  a  lovely  fong ; - 
yea,  but  for  ail  that  they  kept  not  their  hearts  with  God  in 
thole  duties,  their  hearts  were  commanded  by  their  iufts,  they 
went  after  their  covetoufnefs ;  had  they  kept  their  hearts  with 
God,  all  had  been  well ;  but  not  regarding  which  way  thetf 
•beans  went  in  duty,  there  lay  the  core  of  their  hypocrify. 

Otyeftion.  If  any  upright  foul  (hould  hence  infer,  then  I  am 
.an  hypocrite  too,  for  many  times  my  heart  departs  from  God 
in  duty ;  do  what  I  can,  yet  I  cannot  hold  it  clofe  with  God., 
,  Solution*  To  this  I  anfwer,  The  very  obje&ion  carries  in  it 
*  ita  own  folution.  Thou  fayeft,  do  what  I  can,  yet  I  cannot  keep 
my  heart  with  God.  Soul,  if  thou  doft  what  thou  canft,  thoa 
haft  the  bleffingof  an  upright,  though  God  fees  good  to  exer* 
cife  thee  under  the  affliction  of  a  difcompofed  heart.  Their  re- 
mains ftill  lbme  wildnefs  in  the  thoughts  and.  fancies  of  the 
bed  to  humble  them  5  but  if  you  find  a  care  before  to  prevent 
them,  and  oppofition  againft  them  when  they  come,  grief  and 
furrow  afterwards;  you  will  find  enough  to  clear  you  from 
reigning  hypocrify.  . 

(1.)  This  fore-care  is  feen  partly  in  laying  up  the  word  in 
thine  heart  to  prevent  them,  Pfal.  cxix.  11.  "  Thy  word  have 
€i  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  finagainft  thee :*'  part- 
ly in  our  endeavours  to  engage  our  hearts  to  God,  Jer.  xxx* 
*&i.  and  partly,  iii  begging  preventing  grace  from  God  in. our 
onfets  upon  duty,  Pfal.  cxix.  36,  37.  it  is  a  good  fign  where 
this  care  goes  before  a  duty.    . 

Andy  (a;)  It  is  a  fweet  fign  of  uprightnefs  to  oppofe  them  in 
♦their  firft  rife,  .Pfal.  cxix.  113.  "I  hate  vain  thoughts,- '  .Gal. 
v.  17.  ^  The  fpiritlufteth  againft  the  flefli." 
'  And,  (3*)  Thy  after-grief  difcovers  thy  upright  hearts  I£ 
.  with  Hezekiahy  thou  art'  humbled  for  the  evils  of  thy  heart, 
thou  haft  no  reafon,  from  thofe  diforders,  to  queftion  the  in* 
tegrity  of  it-.;  but  to  fuffer  fin  to  lodge  quietly  in  the  heart,  to 
;let  thy  heart  habitually  and  uncontrolledly  wander  from  Clod, 
is  a  fad,  and  dangerous  fymptom  indeed. 

3.  The  beauty  of  our  converfation  arifes  from  the  heavenly 
frame,  and  holy. order  of  our  fpirits ;  there  isa.fpiritualluftre 
j'and  beauty  in  the  converfatior*  of  faints ;  .«*  The  righteous  is 
•*  more  excellent  than  his  neighbour,"  they  fhine^s  the  lights 
of  the  world ;  but  whatever  luftre  and  beauty  is  in  their  lives, 
comes  from  the  excellency  of  their  fpirits  *  as  the  candle  with- 
in puts  a  luftre  upon  the  lanthorn  in  which  it  Ihines.  It  isim- 


.  *Sinc*rkf4nd  Joy  depends  upon  keeping  ottr  ffedri.       19 
friSMe  that  a  difordered  and  negle&ed  heart  fhould  ever  pro- 
duce well-ordered  converfation ;  and  fince  (as  the  text  obferves)J 
theifiiies^orflxeams  of  life  flow  out  ofthe  heart  at  their  fountain, 
k  muft  needs  follow,  that  fuch  as  the  heart  is»  the  life  will  be ; 
hence  1  Pet.  ii.  11,  12.  "  Abftain  from  fkihly  lufts, — having 
&  yourcoaverlation  htmeft>"  *  or  beautiful,  as  the  Greek  word 
imports.  So  Ifa.  iv.  7.  u  Let  thewickedforfake  his  way,  and  the 
V  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts."  His  way  notes  the  coutfe  of  * 
his  life,  his  thoughts  the  frame  of  his  heart;  and  therefore 
$nce  th£  way  arid  courfe  of  his  life  flows  from  his  thoughts,  or 
-the  frame  of  his  heart,  both  or  neither  will  be  forfaken :  the' 
heart  is  the  womb  of  alia&tons,  thefe  anions  are  virtually  and  • 
feminally  contained  in  our  thoughts,  thefe  thoughts  being  once 
made  up  into  affe&ions,  are  quickly  made  out  into  fttitable  ac- ' 
tkms,  and  pra&ices.  If  the  heart  be  wicked,  then,  as  Chrift  faith, 
Mat^i.  <xv.  j  9.  **  Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  mur- 
<f  •.  derd^  adulteries,"  6c.  Mark  the  order ;  fifft  wanton,  or-  re* 
fengefril  thoughts,  then  unclean,  or  murderous  practices. 
-  And  if  the  heart  be  holy  and  fpiritual,  then,- as  David  fpeaks, 
from  fweet  experience,  Pfal.  adv.  1.  *♦  My  heart  is  (inditing) 
«?  a  good  matter,  I  fpeak  of  things  which  (I  have  made),  my  '• . 
*f  tongue  is  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer."   Here  is  a  life  richly 
beautified  with  good  works,  fame  ready  made  *  i€  I  will  fpeak ' 
H  6f  the  things  which  I  have  made  V  others  upon  the  wheel 
making,.  njyvAc&rt  is  inditing,  but  both  proceeding  from  the 
heavenly  frame  of  hi&  hearts  - 

Putbut  the  heart  in  frame,  and  the  life  will  quickly  difco* 
ver  that  it  i*ib#  I  think  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  difcem,  by  the 
du^c^and  converfe*of  Christians,  what  frames  their  fpirits  are 
under  j  take  a  Chriftian  in  a  good  fraiue,  and  how  ferkms,  hea-  ' 
venly,  and  profitable,  will  his-converfes  and  duties  be  !  what  a 
lovely  companion  is  he  during  the  continuance  of  it !  It  would 
do  any  one's  heart  good  to  be  with  him  at  fuch  a  time,  Pfal.  * 
xxxvii.  30,  31.  *  The  mouth  of  the  righteous  fpeaheth  wif-  •• . 
"  dom,  and  his  tongue  talke^h  of  judgment,  the  law  of  his 
w  God  is  in  his  heart*"   ._  •  •  .     '  : 

.  When  the  heart  is  up  with  Godi  and  full  of  God,  .how  ctex- 
teroufly  and  mgenioufly  will  he  wind  in  fpiritual  difcourfe,  : 
improving  every  occafion  and  advantage  to  feme  heavenly  ptu> 
p©^?  Few  words  run  then  at  the  waftefpout.  * 

And  what  elfe  can  be  the  reafon  why  the  difcourfes  and  du  •  v 
....-,    ■■-■■  ,:  P*       -  ' 


tie*  of  many  Chriftwne  are  become  fo  firothy,  and  uttpro&allt^ 
their  communion  both  *tfth  Gpd#  and  wit  another,  tocota& 
as  a  dry  ftalk,  fait  beeauje  tbctf  torn  are  aegle&cd  £  fihppdy 
tbift  muft  bd  ^rfeafw  of  tti  and  verily  ft  is  a$  *$•  g«attf t* 
^  bwailed ;  Id*  ^e^  ctf  thiai(^rffiOT.fellavftiip,  felt  bettWtt* 
s*  fcpjefe  tkjpg  |  fQ  the  attra&ing  beauty tb*tT*as  *0Mfpftifie? 
f  ropy  the  cpp*trfttions  of  the  6uut&  updrt  the!  frees  and £tt$*~ 
<****  «rf  thf  M^rld>  (which  if  it  didiwt  allunv  a*^  brfegttwm 
i«  love-  ^ith  the  way*  of  God ;  yet  at  the  toft  toft  a  teftimoiiy 
ilk  tfe*jgr~  we&ift***  <tf  the  ^IkBipy  of  the*  ***  and  tfcfei* 
Wjs):  gtfc  j*  in  *  great  wrtferc  teft,  tp  the  ubfpeakabk  <kt*ifc: 
i£e^t  of  religion 

Time  was^  *&fii*  Cfcr^ans  did  carry  %  a*  fych  a  T^  **** 
tbf  world  ftoW  at  a  gaga  a*  there*  a*tfte  word  {*«$t*Ki)  i  ?•*. 
Jyh  4»  i<B|H>#*.  Their  life  and  language  were  o£  a  diffewat 
f train  f rod*  otbe***  ihetr  tongue  difcoveced  them  to  be  ©ali* 
Jtaas*  *t*ei3"*y*f  tfefcvxtct  bin;  now*  fiuc©  tain  fpecukti- 
ptis,  and  fcflfrleft  cflntcorerfica  haw  fa  nsugh  obtained,  *ft4 
heart-work*  practical  fodiinei^  fomveh  iK^leaedato^pfo- 
fefrors^  th^  cafekfeiUy  altered;  ^ekdtfeourfei^  become  l*k<* 
©!tfa$r  a*enV:*  if  they  come  amofrg you  ppvrs  ttef  q»ay  (t#  aU* 
l^de ^o  that,  Atts  ii.  6.)  ^  hear  every  maf  fptai;  i|i  His  w^ 
«*  laxigyage,"  And  truly  I  have  ^le  hop^  to  fee  ttys  evii  ti» 
defied,  and  the?  credit  of  re%um  again  rspairod*  till  Ckrifti- ' 
ans  fa^l  to  their  <>ld  ^notrk ;  tfH  thtey  ply  heart-work  Stofer : 
when  the  fait  pf  heayenly-mindednds  V  eaft  into  the  fprmg^ 
the  l^eams/will  run -ckarer,  and  Ureter.    ' 

4.  The  comfort  of  our.  fowladoth  much  depend  up<tm  the. 
k«ping  of  om  hearts  ;.  for  he  that  is  negligent  in  atteftdUpg  his 
own  hearty  i$  (ordinarily)  a  grea£  ftrcnjjet*  to  aflferance*  and 
the- fweet comforts  fWmgfw^  ^ 

Ind«ed>  if  the  Antinomian  do&rifte  were  true,  which  teach- 
er yati  to  rcjeft  all  marks  and  figns  for  the  trials  your  coii- 
dition^  t^yin^  you  k  isj  only  the  Spirit  that  ImmedfeteJy  a£k 
iujres  you>  by  ViftM#nf  y^^ptknl  dtre^Iy  without  them, ^ 
'  then  you !  mijjjht  ^e  ej[ireld$  pf  your  hearts,  y$a,  fttatjgers  "to  * 
the^j  and  yet  no,  flranger?  to  comfort :  but  fince  both  fcripture 
«)d  exj^e^tc  do  confute  this  dptage,  I  h^e  ytw  ^iil  never, 
look-litf  ow^  I  deny  not  but  it  ia 

the  ^ork  and  ofliceof  the  Spirit,  to  aflfcre  your,  add  yet  do . 
<:of^de^iy-  aftrm,  ^titfe^erwu  attain  afiik^ce>  in  the 
ordinary ^mj  wberciti  (3od  d-ifpeBdfes  ^,  you;  mull  tajte  pain^ 
with  your  own  hearts;  you  n?ay  expeft  your  comforts  opo^ 
♦afier  terms,  but  I  am  miftaken  if  e*^y©u  enjoy  them  upon 


Jgkrltoct  iepmiA  Mpm  keiphg  tbt  HmH.  »* 

jtay  other :  <*  Give  aU  diligence,  prove  yourfelves ;"  this  fe  the; 
Jbnpture  way.  J  renteniber  Mr  Roberts,  id  his  Tteatife  of  the 
{xwenant,  tells  us,  that  he  knew  a  Chfiftian,  who*  in  the  in- 
festey  of  hisChtiftiacky*  fo  Vchefticnily  panted  after  the  infal- 
libleaflfurance  of  God's  love,  that  far  a  tang  time  together  h* 
<nuT|eft3f  defired  feme  voice  from  h£a*tn,  yea,  (bmetimc*  walk* 
lag  in  the  falkary  fields*  earneftly  defired  fome  otiracul+tift 
TtOKfc  ftrop  the  trees  a$d  Corves  there :  this,  after  maiiy  defiret 
and  longing*,  ^Tajs  denied  him  j  but  in  time  a  better  wa*  af* 
footed  la  the  ordipfry  way  of  fearcbitfg  the  word,  and  hie  owor 
{teart.  An  iftfbpce  of  the  lite  nature  the  learned  Qcrfoo  gives 
u*  erf  pjje  that  vas  drive*  by  temptation  upon  the  very  border* 
ft  defpevatjon  |.  a$  laft  being  fwectly  fettled,  and  affurcd,  ont 
aficed  htm  how  he  attained  it  ?  He  anfwered*  Ncptex  top*  «- 
fkjtnx  rmehtiow*  &f «  Not  by  any  extraordinary  revelation,  but 
by  {Uge&mg  hi?  undctftandlng  to  the  feriptwres^  and  compar- 
ing his  own  heart  with  than*  The  Spirit,  indeed,  aflnre*  by 
Vritntfling  our  adoption  ;  and  \kt  witnefreth  t\vp  ways. 

( i .)  Objectively,  (j.  e .)  by  working  tboffe  graces  in  our  IbulsL 
whith  are  the  condition*  of  t{ie  promtfe*  and  fo  the  Spirit  an4 
bt3  graces  in  t%  are  all  one :  the  Spirit  °f  God  dwelling  in 
us,  is  a  mark  of  our  adoption,.  Now  the  Spirit  cannot  be  dif~ 
fetned  in  his  eflence,  but  in  bis.  operation*  \  and  to  cUfccrn 
thefc,  isxto  «4fi&crn  th,e  Spirit ;  and  how  thefe  (hould  bedif- 
cernedj  without  feriou*  fearclting,  and  diligent  watching  #£ 
the  heart.  }  cannot  imagine, 

(?•)  The  other  way  of  the  Spirit**  wttne$qg  is  effe&ively* 
(**,)  by  irradiating  |he  fouj  with  a  gracc^difcovering  light* 
fining  upon  his  own  work ;  and  this  in  order  of  nature  fot 
$ows  the  former  work  \  be  firft  infafes  the  grace,  and  theft  o- 
pens  the  eye  ot  the  foul  to  fee  k>  Now  fin.ee  the  heart  is  *hc 
Jubjeft  of  that  infufed  grace,  even  this  way  of  the  Spirit'*  witv 
neffing  alfo  includes  the  neceiftty  of  keeping  carefully  our  o>w» 
hearts;  For* 

(i.)  A  neglefied  heart  is  fo  ctmfufed  and  dark,  that  the, 
little?  grace  which  is  in  it,  is  not  ordinarily  difcemable :  the 
njoft  accurate,  and  laborious  Chriftians,  that  take  moft  pains, 
and  fpepd  moft  time  about  their  hearty  do  yet  find  it  very  du>. 
icnlt  to  diffoverttbe  pure  and  genuine  workings,  of  the  Spirit 
there :  how  then  (hall  the  Chriftian  who  is  (comparatively) 
n«gjigeiit:and  ne  no  Hs  about  heart*  work,  beeyerabletodifeom 
it  ?  Sincerity,  which  is  the  qtutefititm*  the  thing;  {ought  for, 
|ies  ha  the  heart  like  a  fmali  piece  of-  gold  in  the  bottom  tsiz 
JJW***  fc&  *?*:  leHtfindiit*  mnfl  ftay  till  the  water  is  eta*,  and 


YZ  Affurance  depends  upm  keiping'tht  fleart. 

fettled,  and  then  he  (hall  fed  it  fparkling  at  the  bottom*'  "  And 
dial  the  heait  may  be  clear,  and  fettled;  how  much  pains  and. 
watching,  care  and  diligence,  will  it  coft  ? 

(a.)  God  doth  not  ufually  indulge  lazy  and  negligent  fouls 
with  the  comforts  of  affurance ;  he  will  not  fo  much  as  fecm 
to  patronize  floth  and  carleffnefs ;  he  will  give  it,  but  itfliall  be- 
in  his  own  way :  his  command  hath  united  our  care  and  com- 
fort together  $  they  are  miftaken  that  think  the  beautiful  child 
of  affurance  may  be  born  without  pangs :  ah,  how.  many  foli- 
tary  hours  have  the  people  of  God  fpent  in  heart-examination  i . 
how  many  times  have  they  looked  into  the  word,  and  then 
into  their  hearts  ?  Sometimes  they  thought  they  difcovered 
fincerity,  and  were  even  ready  to  draw  forth  the  triumphant- 
conclufion  of  affurance ;  then  comes  a  doubt  they  cannot  re? 
folve,  and  daflies,all  again :  many  hopes  and  fears,  doubting* 
and  reafpnings,  they  have  had  in  their  own  breafts,  befoie 
they  arrived  at  a  comfortable  fettlement. 

To  conclude,  fuppofe  it  polliblc  for  a  carelefs  Ghriftian  tm 
attain  affurance,  yet  it  is  impoffible  he  Ihould  long  retain  it  y 
for  as  for  thofe  whtofe  hearts  are  filled  with  the  joys  of  affur- 
ance.; if  extraordinary  care  be  not  ufed,  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one 
if  ever  they  long  enjoy  it;  for  a  little  pride,  vanity,  careleflnefe, 
will  dafli  to  pieces  all  that  for  which  they  have  been  labouring 
a  long  time,  in  many  a  weary  duty.  Since,  then,  the  joy  o£ 
our  life,  the  comfort  of  our  fouls,  rifesand  falls  with'our  dili- 
gence in  this  work,  keep  your  hearts  with  all  diligence. 

5.  The  improvement. of  our  graces  depends  upon  the  keep- 
ing our  hearts;  I  never,  knew  grace  thrive  in  a  negligent  and 
carelefs  foul:  the  habits  and  roots  of  grace  are  planted  in  the 
heart ;  and  the  deeper  they  are  radicated  there,  the  more  thrive 
ing  and  flourifhing  grace  is.  In  Eph.  iii.  17.  we  read  of  €i  be- 
u  me  rooted  in  grace ;"  grace  in  the  heart  is  the  root  of  every 
gracious  word  in  the  mouth,  and  of  every  holy  work  in  the* 
hand,  PiaL  cxvi.  10.  2  Cor.  iv.  13.  It  is  true,  Chrift  is  the  root- 
of  "a  Chriftia'h ;  but  Chrift  is  origo  erigimns,  the  originating  root  j 
land  grace,  origo  originate  a  root  originated,  planted,  and  m» 
fluenced  by  Chrift ;  according  as  this  thrives  under  divine  in- 
fluences, fo  the  a£ts  of  grace  are  more,  or  left  fruitful,  or  vigor-  <• 
bus.    Now  in  a  heart  not  kept  with  care  and  diligence,  tbefe 
fru&ifying  influences  are  ftopt  and  cutoff*  multitudes  of  vani- 
.  ties  break  in  upon  it,  and  devour  its  ftrepgth  ;  the  heart  is,  as 
it  were,  the  pafture,  in  which  multitudes  of  thoughts  are  fed  e-  , 
-  very  day ;  a  gracious  heart  diligently  kept,  feeds  many  precious  - 
thoughts  of  God  in  a  day,  PfaL  cxxxix.  1 7.  "  How  precious  atfti 


sjffurance  defends  upm  keeping  tfa  Heart.         2$ 

**  thy  thoughts  tome,  O  God!  how  great  is  the  fum  of  them?  If 

\        «  I  ihould  count  them,  they  are  more  in  number  than  the 

j        «*  fend  5  and  when!  awake,  I  am  (till  with  thee."    And  as 

I        the  gracious  heart  feeds  and  nourishes  them,  fo  they  refreih  and 

I         feafl  the  heart,  Ffal.  Ixiii.  5,  6.  ™  My  foul  is  filled  as  with  mar* 

•         «  row  and  fatuefs  whilft  I  think  upon  thee"  &c.  But  in  the . 

disregarded  heart,  fwarms  of  vain  and  fooliih  thoughts  are  per* 

petualfy  working,  and  juftle  out  thofe  fpiritual  ideas,  and 

thoughts  of  God,  by  which  the  foul  ihould  be  refrefhed. 

Befides*  the  carelefa  heart  makes  nothing  out  of  any  duty  of 
ordinance  it  performs  or  attends  on,  and  yet  tbefe  are  the  con- 
duits of  heaven,  from  whence  grace  is  watered,  and  made  fruit- 
ful:  a  man  may  go  with  an  heedlefs  fpirit  from  ordinance  to  or- 
dinance, abide  all  his  days  under  the  chokeft  teaching,  and  yet 
*  never  be  improved  by  them  j  for  beart-ijegLe&  is  a  leak  in  the 
bottom,  no  heavenly  influences,  how  rich  foever,  abide  in  that  . 
I"       ,foul,  Mat.  xiii.  3,  4.  The  heart  that  lies  open  and  common, 
I         likd  Ae  high-way,  free  for  all  paflengera ;  when  the  feed  fell  on 
i         it,  die  fowls  came  and  devoured  it.    Alas  \%  it  is  not  enough  to 
hear,  unleft  we  take  heed  how  we  hear  %  a  man  may  pray,  and 
I       .  never  be  the  better,  unlefs  he  watch  unto  prayer.    In  a  word, 
I        all  ordinances,  means,  and  duties,  are  blefied  unto  the  improve- 
;    .    ment  of  gra^e,  according  to  the  care  and  ftrt&nefs  we  ufe  in 

.  keeping  our  hearts  in  them. 
\         •  j6i  L&ftty,  The  ftahiltty  of  our  fouls  in  the  hour  of  temptation, 
will  be  much,  according  to  the  care  and  confciencc  we  have 
ef  keeping  our  hearts  $  the  careleis  heart  is  an  eafy  prey  tjo  Sa- 
tan in  the  hour  of  temptation,  his  main  batteries  ate  raifcd 
ag*inft  that  fort  *  royal,  the  heart  4  if  he  wins  that,  he  wins  all  $ 
1  for  it  commands  the  whole  man :  and,  alas !  how  eafy  a  .con- 
.  ,<meft  is  a  ngle&ed  heart  ?  It  is  no  more  difficult  to  furprize  it, 
i    *   -.titan  for  an  enemy  to  enter  that  city  whofe  gates  are  open,  and 
unguarded  :  it  is  the  watchful  heart  that  difcovers  and  fuppreies 
the  temptation, before  it  comes  to  its  ftrength.  Divines  obferve 
.this  to  be  the  method  in  which  temptations  are  ripened,  and 
brought  to  their  full  ftrength. 

There  is,  (1.)  The  irritation  of  the  objeft,  or  that  Q  , 
I         power  it  hath  to,  work  upon,  and  provoke  o]ur  corrupt     *'      • 
[         nature ;  which  is  either  done  by  the  real  prefence  of  the  ohje&j 
or  elfe  by  Speculation,  when  the  obje&  (though  abfent)  is  held 
I    .   *  out  by  the  phantaff  before  the  foul;   • 

?\  .{2.)  Then  fallows,  the  motion,  of  the  feufi-     .  ^ 
live  appetite,  which  is  ftirred  and  provoked  by         *<*** : 


■24  '  Jffuratue  ekpencts  iip$n  hoping  the  Iftdf-t. 

. '  the    phantafy,   representing  it  as  a  fenfual  gtoij 
t«M««.      as  having  profit  or  pleafttr$  in  it*  '    + 

(3.)  Then  there  is  a  confutation  in  the  mind 
A#«r*<       about  it,  deliberating  about  the  likclicft  means  of 

accomplishing  it. 
£**»»«»         (44  Next  follows  the  ele&icn,   or  choke  of 

the  wilL 
:  (5.)  And,  laflly,  The  defire,  or  full  engagement  of  the 
will  to  it  i  all  this  may  be  done  in  a  few  moments,  for 
the  debates  of  the  foul  are  quick,  and  foon  ended:  when  it 
monies  thus  far,  then  the  heart  is  wonr  Satan  hath  entered  via- 
tforioufty,  and  difplaycd  his  colours  upon  the  walls  o£  that  royal 
fort  j  bat  had  the  heart  b$en  well  guarded  at  firft,  it  had  never 
come  to  this  height;  the  temptation  had  been  (lopped  in  the 
firft  or  fecond  aft.  And  indeed  (here  it  is  (topped  feafily :.  for 
it  is  in  the  motions  of  a  tempted  foul  to  fin,  as  in  the  motion  of 
ftone  falling  from  thebrow  of  a  hill  5  it  is  eafily  flopped  at  firft* 
but  wheneonceh  is  fist  a-goingy  Vires  acquirit  etuuk  t  And 
therefore  it  is  the  greateft  wifdom  in  the  world  to  obferve  the 
firft  motions  of  the  heart,  to  check  and  ftop  fin  there.  The 
-motions  of  fm  are  weakeft  at  firft,  a  little  care  and  waitchfulneis 
may  prevent  much  mifchicf  now,  whieh  the  carekfs  heart  not 
heeding,  is  brought  within  the  power  of  temptatiw  \  as  the 
Syrians  were  brought  blindfold  into  the  madft  of  Samaria* 
before  they  knew  where  they  were. 

;    By  this  time,  reader,  I  hope  thou  art  folly  fetisfied  how  , 
eonfequential  and  neceflary  a  work  the  keeping  of  the  heart 
is,  it  being  a  duty  that  wraps  up  fo  many  dear  interests  of  the 
foul  ink. 

3.  Next,  according  to  the  method  propounded,  I  proceed  to 
point  out  thofe  fpecial  fea&ns  in  the  life  of  a  Christian*  which 
Require  and  call  for  our  utmaft  diligence  in  keeping  thtf  heart: 
for  though  (as  was  obferved  before  )  the  duty  binds  ad  Jmpe*-} 
and  there  is  no  time  or  condition  of  life  in  which  we  mat  be 
icxeufedfrom  this  work}  yet  there  are  fome  fignal  foafcras* 
.critical  hours,  requiring  more  than  a  common  vigilance  over 
the  lie^rfc 

And  the  firft, 
, '  i.  Sen/on*  fIsthetimeofprefperity,  whenprovidenaefmUes 
t  upon  uh  and  dandles  us  upon  its  knee.  Now,  Chrifti^n,  keep 
«'  thy  heart  with  all  diligence  1  for  now  it  will  be  exceeding  apt 

•  to  grow  fecure,  proud,  and  earthly,  Rafa  virtat  eft  tundtit^t 

*  kctwrata,  (f^ith  Bcmar4)  tofeeamanhttmble^ndcr  pro<pc^ 


JfVa)  i*  'keep  M<?  -Heart  humble  in  Profj+erfty         i$ 

*  'nty>  is  one  of  the  gfeateft  farfties  m  the  world;  Even  a  'good 
v*Hezekiah  Could  ndt  hide   a  vain-glorious  temper  under  his 

*  temptation,  and  hence  that  caution  to  Ifracl,  Deut.  vi.  id> 

*  1*1^  ii.  "\Aftfd  it  fhall  be  when  the  Lord  thy  God  (hall  -have 
€  brought  thee  into  the  land  which  he  fware  to  .thy  fathers,  to 

*  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  to  give  thee  great  and  goodly  ci- 

*  ties  whicn  thdu  buildedft  not,  and  houfes  full  of  all  good 

*  things  which  ^thoa  fill  edit  ndt,  lbc.  Then  beware  left  thou 

*  forget  the  'Lord:"  and  indeed  fo  it  fell  out,  «*  for  Jefuruft 

*  waxfcdfat,  and  kicked,"  Deut.  xxxii.  15. 

Now,  tlien,  the  firft  cafe  will  be  'thify  r)&. 

*  Cafe  1.  Bonu  &  Chriftian  may  'keep  his  heart  from  pride  y  and 
^irnal /ecurify9  tinder  the  /miles  of '  providence,  and  tenfluened 
if  creaturv'Ctmiforts. 

There  !are  feveh  choke  helps  to  fecure  the  heart  ffrOm  the 
dangerous  fnares  of  profperity  ;  the  firft  is  this, 

1.  To  cOnjtder  the  dangerous  enfoaritig  temptations  attend*' 
.  *ri§  a  pleafant  and .  prof perous  condition;  few  y  yea  >  very  few 

tifltbofe  that  live  in  the  pleafures  and  prof perity  6f  this  world, 
efcape'everltiftirig perdition,  Matth.  xix.  *4»  "  It  is  eafier  (faifii 
<*  Ch  rift)- for  a  camel  to  pafs  thro*  the  eye  of  a  needle^  than  for 
<*  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  trie  kingdom  of  heaven ;"  -and 
i  Cor.  u  26.  ""Not  many  mighty,  not  marry  noble  arc  called.'* 
It  might  juftly  make  us  tremble  when  the  fcripture  tells  us  in 
general,,  that  few  (hall  be  faved  ;  much  more  when  it  tells  us, 
feat  of  that  rank  and  fort  of  which  we  are  fpeakjng,  but  few  fliall 
Be faved.  When  Joflma  called  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  to  lot  upon 
them  for  the  difcovery  of  Achan,  doubtlefs  Achan  feared  j 
when  the  tribe  of  }udah  was  taken,  his  fear  increafed  ;  but 
.Stfhen  the  fern  Uy  ofthe  Zarhites  w*s  taken,  it  was  time  theh 
to  trembly.  So  when  the  fcripture  comes  fo  near  as  to  tell  iii 
that  of  fuch  a  fort  of  men  very  few  (hall  efcape,  it  is  time  to 
look  about )  Miror'Ji poteji  fervari  aliquis  reBoriim,  faith  Chry^ 
foftom  j  \  ihould  wonder  if  any  of  the  rulers  be  faved.  O  hour 
many  have  been  coached  to  hell  in  the  chariots  of  earthly  plea* 
lures,  wMle  others  have  been  whipped  to  heaven  by  the  rod  of* 
affliction  i  Jiow  few,  like  the  daughter  of  Tyre,  come  to  Chrift 
with  a  gift !  how-few  among  the  rich  intreat  his  favour ! 

2.  It  may' keep  usyetmorexhunibte  arid  watchful  in  profpe- 
rity,  if  we  cdnfder,  that  among  Gbfiftiahs  fnany  have  been  muck 
the.itforfe  for  it.  How  good  had  it  been  for  fome  of  them* 
if  they  had  never  known  profperity  1  When  they  were  in  a  low 
condition,  how  humble*  fpiritUal,  and  heavenly,  were  they !  but 

•  Vox.  VJL  4) 


-  %6  Sew  to  keep  the  Heart  httmUe  in  Prqfperiiy. 
when  advanced,  what  an  apparent  alteration  hath  been  upon 
their  fpirits?  It  wasfo  with  Ifrael,  when  they  were  in  a  low 
condition  in  the  wildernefs;  then  Ifrael  was  holinefs  to  the 
lord,  Jer.  ii.  23.  but  when  they  came  into  Canaan,,  and  were 
fed  in  a  fat  pafture,  then,  "  we  are  lords,  we  will  come 
u  no  more  unto  thee,"  ver.  3 1 .  Outward  gains  are  ordina- 
rily attended  with  inward  loffes  j  as  in  a  low  condition  their 
civil  employments  were  wont  to  have  a  tang  and  favour  of  their 
duties,  io  in  an  exalted  condition  their  duties  commonly  have 
a  tang  of  the  World.  He,  indeed,  19  rich  in  grace,  whofe  grace* 
are  not  hindered  by  his  riches  5  there  are  but  few  Jehofaphats 
in  the  world,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  2  Chron.  xvii.  5*  6.  "He  had 
"  filver  and  gold  in  abundance,  and  his  heart  was,  lifted  up  in 
c<  the  way  of  God's  commands:"  Will  not  this  keep  thy  heart 
bumble  in  profperity,  to  think  how  dear  many  godly  men  have 
paid  for  their  riches,  that  through  them  they  have  loft  that 
which  all  the  world  cannot  purchafe  ?  Then*  in  the  next  place, 
.  3.  Keep  down  thy  vain  heart  by  this  consideration,  that 
Cod  values  no  man  a  jot  the  more  for  thefe  things.  God  values 
no  man  by  outward  excellencies,  but  by  inward  graces :  they 
are  the  internal  ornaments  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  of  great 
price  in  God's  eyes,  1  Pet.  iii.  4*  He  defpifes"  all  worldly  glory, 
and  accepts  no  man's  perfon  ;  "  but  in  every  nation,  he  that 
u  feareth  God,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  accepted  of  him," 
A£fa  x.  35.  Indeed,  if  the  judgment  of  God  went  by  the  fame 
rule  tnat  man's  doth,  we  might  value  ourfelves  by  thefe  things, 
3nd  (land  upon  them :  But  as  one  faid  (when  dying)  I  (hall 
not  appear  before  God  as  a  do£fcor,  but  as  a  man  ;  tantus  quif- 
que  efty  quantus  eft  apud  Detim*  So  much  every  man  is,  and 
no  mpre,  as  he  is  in  the  judgment  of  God.  Doth  thy  heart  yet 
'{well  ?  And  will  neither  of  the  former  confiderations  keep  it 
humble? 

4.  Then,  fourthly ,  Confider,  how  bitterly  many  per  font 
have  bewailed  their  folly  when  thfy  came  'to  die,  that  ever 
theyfet  their  hearts  uphi  thefe  things,  and  heartily  wifbed  that 
they  had  never  known  them.  What  a  fad  ftoty  was  that  of  Pius 
Quintus,  who  dying,  pried  out  defparingly,  when  I  was  in  a 
low  condition,  I  harf  fome  hopes  of  falvationj  but  when 
I  was  advanced  to  be  a  Cardinal,  I  greatly  doubted  it ;  but  fince 
I  came  to  the.  Popedom*  I  have  no  hope  at  all*  Mr.  Spencer, 
alfo  tells  us  a  real,  but  fad  ftory,  of  a  rich  oppreffor,  who  had 
{craped  up  a  great  eftate  for  his  only  fon  ;  when  he  came  to* 
die,  he  called  his  fon  to  him,  and  faid}  fon,  do  you  indeed  love 
me  ?  The  fon  arifwered,  that  nature  befides  his  paternal  in* 


How  to  keep  the  Heart  humble  in  Pro/Verity u  If 

&ulgence,  obliged  Kim  to  that.  Then,  faid  the  father,  exprefl 
it  by  this;  hold  thy  finger  in  the  candle  as  long  as  I  am  faying 
a  pater  nqfter :  The  fon  attempted,  but  could  hot  endure  it. 
Upon  that,  the  father  broke  out  into  th^fe  expreffions,  thou 
canft  not  fuffer  the  burning  of  thy  finger  for  me,  but  to  get  this 
wealth,  I  have  hazarded  my  foul  for  thee,  and  muft  burn  body  < 
and  foul  in  hell  for  thy  fake :  Thy  pain  would  have  been  but 
for  a  moment,  but  mine  will  be  unquenchable  fire. 
"  5,  The-  heart  may  be  kept  humble,  by  confidering  of  what 
a  clogging  nature  earthly  things  are  to  a  foul  heartily  engaged 
in  the  way  to  heaven ;  they  (hut  out  much  of  heaven  from  us 
at  prefent,  though  they  may  not  (hut  us  out  of  heaven  at  laft. 
If  thou  confider  thyfelf  under  the  notion  of  a  ftranger  iii  this 
world,  travelling  for  heaven,  and  feeking  a  better  country, 
thou  haft  then  as  much  reafort  to  be  taken,  and  delighted  with 
thefe  things,  as  a  weary  horfe  hath  with  a  heavy  clog*bag  : 
There  was  a  ferious  truth  in  that  atheiftical  feoff  of  Julian, 
•when  he  took  away  the  Chriftians  eftates,  and  told  them,  it 
was  to  make  them  fitter  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

6.  Is  thy  fpirit,  for  all  this,  flatulent  and  lofty  ?  Then  urg« 
upon  it  the  conjideration  of  that  awful  day  of  reckonings  where- 
in3  according  to  our  receipts  of  mercies^  Jball  be  our  accomptf 
for  them  :  And  methinks  this  fhould  awe,  and  humble  the  vain- 

eft  heart  that  ever  was  in  the  bread  of  a  faint.  Know  for  cer- 
tain, that  the  Lord  records  all  the  mercies  that  ever  he  gave 
thee,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  thy  life.  Mic.  vi.  5. 
u  Remember,  O  my  people,  from  Shittim  unto  Gilgal,"  6r«. 
yea,  they  are  exa£Uy  numbered,  and  recorded  in  order  to  an 
account ;  and  thy  account  will  be  fuitable.  Luke  xii.  48. " To 
**  whomfoever  much  is  given,  of  him  much  (hall  be  required." 
You  are  but  ftewards,  and  your  Lord  will  comq  to  take  an  ac- 
count of  you  ;  and  what  a  great  account  have  you  to  make,  who 
have  much  of  this  world  in  your  hand  ?  What  fwift  witnefles 
will  your  mercies  be  againft  you,if  this  be  the  beft  fruits  of  them? 

7.  It  is  a  very  humbling  consideration,  that  the  mercies  of 
Oodfbquld  work  other wife  upon  my  fpirit,  than  they  ufe  to  do 
upon  the  fpirit s  of  others  %  to  whom  they  come  as  fantlified  mer- 
cies from  the  love  of  Cod.  Ah  Lord !  what  a  fad confederation 
is  this  !  enough  to  lay  me  in  the  duft;  when  I  confider, 

(1*)  That  their  mercies  have  greatly  humbled  them;  the 
higher  God  has  raifed  them>  the  lower  they  have  laid  themfelves 
before  God;  Thus  did  Jacob,  when  God  had  given  him  much 
fuhftansc.  Gen.  xxari}.  19.  «  And  Jacob  faid,  lam  not  worthy 

Da 


tB  J6te^  to  ttetp'  the  Mtyft  hp^liejn  Xrtfgefiffa 
f*  of  the  leaf^  of  all  tfty  mercies,  and,  of  a]l.  the:  truth  wbiclfc 
"  thou  haft  (heweoVunta  thy  fervant  5  for  with -my  ftaff'l  pa&q 
1*  oyer  this  Jordan,  and.  now  I  am  become  t,wp  bands."v  An4 
thus  it  wa&  with  holy;  David*  2  Sam.  vii.  18.  Wh#n  Qo<f 
had  confirmed  the  promife'tohim,  to  build  him  ahoufe,  a#,4 
pot  reject  him  as  he  did  Saul',  he  goes,  in.  before,  the  Wrd,  ajp/j 
iaijh,  "  Who  am  I  I  and  what  is  my  father's  hpufe^  thaX  thovf 
"  haft  brought  me  hitherto  ?"  And  fo  indeed  Qodr.eqyuired| 
Deqt.  xxvi.  5.  when  Ifrael  was  to  bring  to  Qod  the  fofl>  fruits, 
pf  Ganann,  they  were  to  fa>y,  "  A  Syrian  ^eadvto,  ^ifti  vfaj 
*«.  my  father,"  c^v  Pot  others  rajfeCod^th^  higher,  for  tUf 
rajfing  them  ?  And  the,  more  God  tajfes'in&  dju?.  mo^e;  (ball:  J 
ajbufe;  him,  a^ad  e^aft  myfelf  ?•  O  what  a  fad  thing  is.tfcis.!. 
,  (2.),  Others  ha^ve  freely  aferibed  the  glory  of  all  tfce*r  eajjpy- 
jpents  to  God,  and  magnified  not  tl\e*nfelve%  but  him,  foj  tfeejyr 
mercies  :  So  David,  2  Sato-  t»-  26.  "  L&  t^y  name  be  mag* 
!«.  nifi  d,  and  the  houfe  pf  thy  fervant  he  eftajbl^fhe'dV"'  He 
sloth  not  fly  upon  the  mercy,  and  fuck  c^tth^fweet^efsjof  % 
looking  no  farther  than  his.  o^n  comfort  *  no*  He  car^s  for  rvp 
jpaercy  except  God  be  magnified  in  it*  Sp  Fialm  xvjii.  a. 
tihen  God  had  delivered  him  from  all  his.'  ener^ie^  u  Thje 
1\  Lord  (faith  he)  j$  my  ftrength,  and  my  rpcl^  he  is,be<?pn>f 
<<  my  falvation/'  '^bey  did  no$  put  thecrp^n  upon  thpxr  ow^l 
heads,  as  I  do..  ^  - 

-  (3.)  The  mercies  of  Gpd  b>ve  been  melting  |ner<?ks  unto  Or 
ther$,  melting  their  fouls  in  Jove  to  the  Go-d  of  tl^eir,  mer«cU$. 
So  Haimah,  i  Sam.  it.  1 .  yhen,  fhe  received  the  mer-cy  of  a  ion^ 
5*  My  foul  (faith  (he)  rejoiee^h  in  the  Lord  5"  no;  in  th^toergyj 
fcut  in  th$Go4  of  the  mjeucy.  And  fel&ary,  Luke  i.  46.  "Mty 
f«  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lprd, .toy  fpirjt  rejojeetb  in  Qod  my 
1<  Saviour." .  The  word  fignifies  to  ma^$  mpre  rppro,  for  Qo4  % 
their  Hearts  were  £ot  contracted,  buttV^preerilargedrtaGod.' 

(4.)  The  niercies  of  God  have  been  rnighty  r^ftraiftts  tp  fceep:" 
others  from  fiji.     $0  Ezraix.  13.  "  Seeing  thou,  our  God, ,  ha^b 
't*  given  us.fuch  a  deliverance  as,  this,  uipuj,dwe  ag^ift  break 
Jc  thy :  comman.dn}ent^^  felt^he  force, 

©f  the  obligations  of  love  a.od  nieray  upon  t1?£m. 

(5.}  '|p  ppnclijde*  The  mercies  of  QQd  to  pthers  baye  beeo, 
as  oil  to  th^  wheels  of  their  pbedienc$,  and  mjake  them  fitter 
%ft  f<rryieefA5iChron.  xyft.  5.  Now  if  ir*ercies.  work  cpntrarily  u- 
|K»n  toy  heart j  what caufe  have  I  tabe  afraid  ibut  they,  come  not 
to  me  in  tove-?  I  t^U-  yqu*  this  is  eftoug.h  %o  damp  the  fpiritof 
^ny  fajn,t, .  tpfee  w.bat  f^eet  effefts  they  have  b^d  Qfi  pj^je,rj^ 
a»id  what  fad  effects  on  him* 


How  tfK-kffa  *H  Hwt  ftW  <k&°n&»g*  &c,         *«> 
2.  Sfiqfffi,  i  The,  fecond^cialfeafon  in  the  life  of*  cbrlftian 

*  semiring  mor e  thai?  a  common  diligence,  to  keep  his  heart,  is 
^t^timeofadverfity:  When,  providence,  frowns   upon  yoAfc 

*  and  bl^fts  your  putw,ard  com/ofrts,  then  look,  to  your.  hesu'jft* 
«  Hem  $hem  with  all  diligence  from  repining  againft  God,  pr 
f,  fainting  under  hjs,  hand  5  for  troubles,  though  fanclified,.  arc' 
i  ucpulples  ftill  i.  even,  fweet-biiat,.  a,nd  boly  thiftle*  have,  their 
\  prickles.  Jon^w.as  a  good  man,  and  yet  how  petti  (h  was 
f  fy\$  hfcaft  uo^er,  affli#ion  ?  Job  was  the  mirror  of  patfence;, 

*  );ex  hpjw;  was  his  heart  d,ifcp*npofed  by  trouble.  ?  You  wiU  fjq/i 
^  it  as  ba$<|  to  get  a  conppofcd  fpirit  under  great  aflHiCHpns,  a$ 

*  it  is  do.  frx,  quAcfc-fdver.  Q  the  hurries  and  tiunuJts  *wiicji 
5  they  occasion,  erven  in  the,  tell  hearts  !  WeM,  then,  the  f$- 

*  cqii4  cafe  will  be,  this  :' 

f  afe,  3,.  Hjavi  a  Chriflian  vnder  great  afflitlions  may  hep 
fa  feart  frotfi  repining,  or  defponding  undeK  thqhand  ofQoit 
Now  there  are  nine  fpeijial  hejps,  I  fliall  here  ofFer,  to  ke.ep 
thy  hear;  in  this  condition  \  and  the  firft  ihall  be  this,  to  work 
upoji  pur  Jicfti-ts.  this  great  tfuth, 

1 .  That  by  tfyefe  crofs  providences  v  Cod  is  faifhfidly  pyrfaiffg 
fie  great  defign  of  elicling  hye  upon  t fye  fouls  of  his  people^  ami 
ycders  all  theft;  afflictions  as.  means  fancli/ied  to  that  end.  : 

Afflictions  fall  not  put  by  cafualty,  bu$  by  counfcl,  Job  v. 
£.  Eph,  !•  ii  .  by  this  counfel  gf  God  they  are  ordained  3s 
means  pf  mnch  fpirituaj  good  to  feints,  .  Ifa.  ?xvii.  9. . "  By 
f4  this  (hall  the  iniquity  .  f  Jpcob  be  purged,"  <bc.  Heb.  xij. 
10.  "  But  \q  for  our  profit,"  <t?c.  Rpm.viii.  28.  "All  things 

*  work  together  for  good."  They  are  God's  workmen  upon 
our  hearts,  to,  pull  down  tbe  pride  and  carnal  fecurity  of  them.; 
#nd  being  fo,  their  nature  is  changed  $  they  are  turned  in^o 
))Ieffings  and  benefits,  Pfalm,  c*ix.  71*  "  Itis  good  for  me  that 
1*  I  have  l^een  affli&ed."  And  fure,  then,  thou  haft  no  reafcpi 
fo  quarrel  with,  but  rather  to  admire  that  God  (hould  concern 
himfelf  fo  much  in  thy  good,  to  ufe  any  means  for  the  acconv 
jlifhiflg  of  ft.  Philip.  i}i.  1 1  .  "  Paul  could  ble/s  God,  if  by  any 
«*t  means  he  might  attain  the  refurre&ion  of  the  dead-  My 
€i  brethren,  (faith  James)  count  it  all  joy  when  you  fall  intp 
f*  divers  temptations,"  Jam.  i.  2,  3.  My  father  is  about  * 
de/ign  pf  love,  upon  my  foul,  and  do  I  well  to  be,  angry  with 
Jijip  ?  AM  that  fie  dpth  is  in  purfuance  of,  and  in  referenced 
fome  eternal  glorious  ends  upon  my  foul.  O  it  is  myigno- 
ra»ce  of  GpflV  deftgn,  that  makes  me  quarnj  with  bira!  He 
faith  to  t bee  in  this,  cafe,  as  to  Peter,  "  What  I  dp  thou  kro.w,- 
tt  eft  not  nQvr>  but  beteafeer  thou  (halt  know  it." 


$2  m  r  Jffow  to  keep  the  Heart  from  defponding 
Andlhould  you  be  troubled  at  that  ?  Say,  Chriftiah,  baft  tnott 
not  many  prayers  depending  before  God  upon  fiich  accounts  as 
thefe  ;  that  he  would  keep  thee  from  fin,  difcover  to  thee  the 
emptinefs  and  infufficiency  of  the  creature ;  that  he  would  kill 
and  mortify  thy  lufts,  that  thy  heart  may  never  firid're'ft  in  afly 
<mjoyment  but  Chrift  ?  Why  now,  by  fuch  humbling  and  fm- 
I&verifhrng  ftrokes,God  may  be  fulfilling  thy  defirer  Woudlft 
thou  be  kept  from  fin  ?  Lo,  he  hath  hedged  up  thy  'way  vAfh 
thorns.  Wouldft  thou  fee  the  creatures  vanity?  Thy  affliction 

N  is  a  fair  glafs  to  difcover  it  •,  for  the  vanity  of  the  creature  is' 
ifeverfo  effe&ually  and  fenfibly  difeovered,  as  in  our  own  ex- 
perience of  it.  Wouldft  thou  have  thy  corruptions  mortified? 
'fnis  is  the  way ;  now  God  takes  away  the  food  and  fe'weS 
'  that  maintained  them  ;  for  as  profperity  begat  and  fed  thefh,,fo 
afdverfity,  when  fanftified,  is  a  means  to  kill  them.    Wouldft 

5  thou  have  thy  heart  to  reft  no  "where  but  in  the  bofornjdf  God  ? 
What  better  way  canft  thou  imagine  providence  fhould  take  to 
accompiifli  thy  defire,  than  by  pullingfrbm  under  thy  head, 

;  that  fort  pillow  of  creature- delights  on  which  thou  reftedft  oe- 
ft>re?  And- yet  you  fret  at  this,  peevifh  child,  how  doit  thou  ex* 
1  ercife'thy  Father's  patience  ?  If  he  delay  to  anfwer  thy  prayers, 
thou  art  ready  to  fay  he  regards  thee  not ;  if  ne  do  that 
Which  really  anfwers  the  fcope  and  main  end  of  them,  but  not 
in  the  way  thou  expeftedft,  thou  quarrelleft  with  him  for  that; 
sts  if  initead  of  anfwering,  he  were  eroding  all  thy  hoj.es  a'nd 
a*ims  ;  is  this  ingenuous  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that  Gcki  is  To  gra- 
cious to  do  what  thou  defireft,  but  thou  muft  be  fo  impudent 
lb  expect  he  (hould  do  it  in  the  way  which  thou  prefer ibeft. 

Help  7.  Again,  It  may  ttay  thy  heart,  if  thou  confider,  That 
in  thefe  troubles,  God  is  about  that  work,  which  ifihoudidjl 
fee  the  defign  of,  thy  foul  would  rejoice.  We,  poor  creatures,  are 
bemifted with  much  ignorance,  and  are  not  able  to  difcern 
how  particular  providences  worjt  towards  God's  end  5  arid 
therefore,  like  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs,  are  often  murmuring, 
Becaufe  Providence  leads  us  abbut  in  a  howling  defart>  where* 
•we  art  expofed  to  ftraits  ;  though  yet,  then  he  led  them,  and 

-  is  now  leading  us,  by  the  right  way,  to  a  city  of  habitations 
If  you  could  but  fee  how  God,  in  his  fecret  counfel,  hath  exaft* 
ly  laid  the  whole  plot  arid  defign  of  thy  falvation,  even  to  the 
Knalleft  means  and  circumftances  •,  this  way,  andby  thefe  rriearij 
fuch  a  one  fhall  be  faved,  and  by*no  other ;  fuch  a  number  tif 
afflictions  I  appoint  for  this  man,  at  this  tirhe,  and  in  this  or- 
der;  they  fhall  befal  him  thus,  and  thus  they  fhall  work  for 
ifitu  :  Could  you,  ITay,  btit'difcetaa  the  admitaUe  haimbriy  *of 


jfcvme  difpeqfatiob^  their  mutual  relations  to  each  other,  toge- 
ther with  the  general  fofpeft  and  influence  they  ail  have  unto  the 
laft  end;  of  all  the  conditions  in  the  world,  you  would  chulp 
♦hat  yon  are  119W  in,  b$A  you  liberty  to  make  your  owb  choice,. 
Providence  is  like  a  curious  piece  of  arras,  made  up  of  a  thou- 
sand threds,  which  fingfe  we  know  pqt  what  to  make  of,  but 
©ut  together,  arid  fetched  up  orderly,  they  represent  a  beaut^- 
* ul  hi/lory  fo  tjie  eye.".  As  pod  works  al}  things  according  tp 
the  counfef  of  his  own  will,  fo  that  the  copnfel  Of  God  hatji 
tttdained  this  as,  the  jbcfl  way  to  bring  abour  thy  falvatioo :  Suc[i 
*  one  hath  a  proud  heart,  lb  many  humbling  providences  I  ap- 
point for  him  ;  fuc£  a  one  ap  earthly  heart,  fo  many  impove- 
Tithing  prpvidtnccs.ror  him :  Did  you  but  fee  this,  I  need  fay 
Ho  more  to  fuRpqrt  |he  moil  dejected  taart. 

ffelp  ji.  "Farther,  It  would  much  conduce  10  the  Jettlement 
rf  your  hearts,  to  coufider,  That  by  fretting  and  di/content, 
you  4o  ywrjefoes  more  iqjpry  than  all  the  ^ffltilions  you  lie 
under  could  do ;  your  own  difcontent  is  that  which  arms 
'your  troubles  with  afling ;  it  is  you  that  make  your  burdep 
heavy,  by  ftrugghng  under  it.  Could  you  but  lie  quiet  under 
tjie  hand  of  God,  your  condition  would  be  much  cafier  anjl 
fwecter  than  it  is ;  Impqtiens  aegrttus  crudelem  facit  mrdktnn. 
This  makers  God  lay  on  more  ftrokes,  as  a  father  will  upon^ 
fhibborn  child  that  receives  not  correction. 

Beficjevijr  unfits  the '  foul  to  pray  over  its  troubles,  or  takp 
in  the  fenfe  of  that  good  which  God  intends  by  them  :  Afflic= 
tion  is  a  pHl,  whiclTbsing  wrapt  np.itt  patience  and  quiet  fub;- 
taiflion,  may  be  cafily  fwallpwed ;  but  difcontent  chews  th£ 
pill,  and  fo  imbitters  the  foul :  God  throws.  aWay  fome  comfort 
which  he  faw  would  hurt  you,  and  you  will  throw  away  your 
yeice  after  it ;  he  ftioots  an  arrow  vrhich  flicjes  in  your  clpathf » 
and  was  never  intended  to  hurt*  but  only  to  fright  you  frotpt 
•fin  ;  and  you  wijl  thctfft  it  onward  to  the  piercing  of  Jour  very 
hearts.,  by  .deippndeucy  and  difcontent. 

Hetp  9 JG,a#lyf    If  ajl jtritwiR  not  do,  hut  thy  heart,  ftkp 
Rachel,  {till  refuses  to  be  comforted,  or  quieted,  then  oonfider- 
oqe  thing  more,  which,  if  Teriouily  ponffered,  will  doubtfefs  dp 
the  wpfk,;    and  that'  is  this,    Compare  tfa  condition  thou  art 
now  in,  And  art  fo  myth  diffatuped  *witbr  with  that  c&nditionx  ^ 
xftbers  are,  andthyfeif  de/etvrft  to  tie  ,in;   .Others  are  roajinjg 
in  flames,,  howling  under  the  fcourge  of  vengeance,  and  amopgft  - 
them  I  deferve  to  be.    O  my  foul  1  .is  this  hefl  i    Is  thy  condi- 
tion, as  bad  as  the  damned  i    O  what  would  thoufaads  now  in 

voL.vn.  «        ' 
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hellgiv^,  to  change  .conditions  with  me!     It  is  a  famous  &*• 

ftance  which  *  Dr  Taylor  gives  us  of  the  dake  of  Conde ;  '•  I 
have  read  (faith  he)  that  when  the  dake  of  Conde  had  enter* 
ed  voluntarily  into'  the  incommoditics  of  a  religions  poverty, 
he  was  one  day  efpied  add  pitied  by  a  lord  of  Italy,  who  out 
of  tendernefs,  wifoed  him  to  be  more  careful  and  nutritive  of 
his  perfon.  The  good  duke  anfwered,  Sir,  be  not  troubled, 
and  think  not  that  1  am  ill  provided  of  convenictacies,  for  I 
fdtnd  an  harbinger  before  me,  who  makes  ready  my  lodgings, 
and  takes  care  that  I  be  royally  entertained.  '  The  lord  asked 
him,  who  was  his  harbinger  ?  he  anfwercd,  The  knowledge  of 
myfetf,  and  the  confideratioo  of  what  I  deferve  for  my  fins/ 
which  is  eternal  torments ;  and  when  with  this  knowledge  I 
arrive  at  my  lodging,  how  unprovided  fbever  I  find  it,,  mer 
thinks  it  is  .ever  better  than  I  deferve."  IVhydeththe  living  man 

complain  T    And  thus  the  heart  may  be  kept  from  defponding, 

or  repining  under  adverfhy. 

Seafon  3.  «  The  third, feafon  calling  for  more  than  ordinary 
diligence  to  keep  the  heart,  h  the  time  of  Zion's '  troubles  1 
When  the  church,  like  the  (hip  in  which  Chrtft  and  his  diP- 
ciples  wsre,  is  opprefled,  and  ready  to  perifh,  in  the  waves  of 
perfecntion  ;  then  good  fouls  are  ready  to  fink,  and  be  (hip? 
wrecked  too*  upon  the  billows  of  their  own  fears.  I  coofefc 
moft  men  rather  need  the  fpur,  than  the  reins  in  this  cafe,  and 
yet  fome  fit  down  as  over-weighed  with  the  fenfe  of  the 
church's  troubles.  The  lofe  of  the  Ark  coft  old  Eli  his  life  j 
the  fad  pofture  Jerufalem'  lay  in,  made  good  Nchemiah'* 
countenance  change  in  the  midfr  of  all  the  pleafures  and  ao 
commodations  of  the  court,  Neh.  ii.  2.  Ah !  this  goes  dofe 
to  houeft  hearts.* 

•  But  though  God  allow,  yea,  command  the  qsoft  awakened 
apprehensions  of  thefe  calamities,  and  in  "  fuch  a  day  calls  to 
"  mourning,  weeping,  and  girding  with  f&ckcloth,"  Ifa.  xxti. 
12.  and  feverely  threatens  the  infenfible,  Amos  vi.  i.  yet  it 
will  not  pleafe  htm  to  fee  you  fit  like  pen  five  Elijah  under  the 
juniper-tree.  iKingsxix.  4.  "  Ah  Lord  God!  it  is  enough, 
"  take  away  my  life  alfo."  No,  mourners  in  Zion  you  may, 
and  ought  to  be ;  but  felf-tormentors  you  muft  not  be  ; 
complain  to  God  you  may,  but  to  complain  of  God,  though 
but  by  an  unfuttable  carriage,  and  the  language  of  your  ac? 
tions,  you  muft  not.' 
Cafe  3.   The  third  cafe  that  comes  next  to  be  fpoken  to,  19 

this;    Hoiv  public  <ind  tender  hearts  may  be  relieved,  and  fu^ 
*  Great  Exemp.  p«  310. 


How  to  Jupport  the  Heart  under  Zion*s  Troubles.  .  35 
fctrled,  when  they  are  even  over-weighed  with  the  burdenfom*  , 
Jenfi  of  ZimCs  troubles  ?  *  I  grant,  it  is  hard  for  him  that  pre- 
♦  ferreth  Zion  to  his  chief  joy,  to  keep  bis  heart  that  it  fink  not 
*»  below  the  due  fenfe  of  its  troobles ;  and  yet  this  ought,  and 
\  may  be  done  by  the  ute  of  fuch  heart-eftabliftiing  directions 
.;•  as  thefc.' 

Dire&ion  1.    Settle  thif  great  truth  in  your  hearts t  that  no 
trouble  befals  Zion,  hut  by  the  permijjkn  of  Z ion's  God;  and  he 
permits  nothing  out  of  whkb  he  will  not  bring  much  good  at  lajft 
"  to  his  people. 

There  is  truly  a  principle  of  quietnefs  ro  the  permitting,  as 
in  the  commanding  will  of  God.  See  it  in  David,  2  S^m.  xvL 
10.  "  Let  him  alone,  it  may  be  God  hatW  bidden  him :"  And  in 
drift,  John  jux>  u«  •«  Thou  couldeft  have  no  power  againft 
0  me,  except  it  were  ghren  thee  from  above ;M  it  fliould  much 
calm  our  fpirits  that  it  is  the  will  of  God  to  fuffer  it ;  and  had 
he  not  fuffered  it,  it  could  never  have  been  as  it  is. 

This  very  conlideratkm  quieted  Job,  EH,  David,  and  Heze- 
kiah ;  that  the  Lord  did  it,  was  enough  to  them,  and  why, 
ibooJd  it  not  be  fo  to  us  ?  If  the  Lord  will  have  Zion  plowed 
as  a  field,  and  her  goodly  Rones  lie  m  the  daft;  if  it  be  his 
pleafore  that  Antichrift  (hall  rage  yet  longer,  and  wear  out  the 
faints  of  the  Moft  High  ;  if  it  be  his  will  that  a  day  of  trouble, 
and  of  treading  down,  and  of  perplexity  by  the  Lord  God  of 
hofts  (bait  be  upon  the  valley  of  vifion,  that  the  wkked  (hall 
devour  the  man  that  is  more  righteous  than  he,  what  are  we 
*bat  we  (hould  conteff  with  God  ?  Fit  it  is  that  we  fhould  be 
tefigoednpto  that  will  whence  we  proceeded,  and  that  he  that 
made  us  fliould  difpofe  of  us  as  he  pleafeth :  he  may  do  what 
fcemeth  him  good  without  our  confent :  doth  poor  man  (land 
upon  equal  ground,  that  be  (hould  capitulate  with  his  Creator, 
or  that  God  fliould  render  him  an  account  of  any  of  his  matters  ? 
It  is  every  way  as  reafonable  we  be  content,  hovrever  God  difpofe 
of  us,  as  that  we  be  obedient  to  whatever  he  commands  us. 

But  then,  if  we  pmfue  this  argument  further  by  confidering 
that  God's  permHBon*  do  ail  meet  at  laft  hi  the  real  good  of  hia 
people,  this  will- much  more  quiet  our  fpirits.  Do  the  enemies 
carry  away  the  good  figs,  even  the  bed  among  the  people,  -into 
captivity  ?  This  looks  like  a  fad  providence,  but  yet  God  fends 
them  thither  for  their  good,  Jer.  xxiv.  5.  Doth  God  take  the 
Aflyriari  as  a  ftaff  in  his  hand,  to  beat  his  people  with  ?  Thofe 
blows  are  finart,  and  make  them  cry  ;  but  the  end  of  his  fo 
4ofcg  is,   "  That  he  may  accomplish  his  whole  work  upoa 
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•*  mount  Z ion,"  Ifa.  x.  12.     If  Cod  can  bring  much  godd  0*% 

of  the  wpril,  and  greateft  evil  of  Go,  much  more  oat  of  tea* 

ral  affli&ions ;  and  it  if  as  evident  that  he  will|  a*  that  be  caw 
to.    For  it  is  inconfiAent  with  the  wifdom  of  a  common  a«* 
gent  to  permit  any  thing,  which  he  might  prevent  if  he  pieafed/ 
to  crofe  his  great  defign  and  end  *   and  can  it  be  imagined;  that  ^ 
the  moft  wife  God  fhonid  dp  (o  ? 

Well  then,  as  Luther  told  Mejanfth^m  ^finat  PtiUtyfr* 
tfe  reftor  mundit  (o  fey  I  to  you ;  Let  infinity  wifdom*  power* 
and  love,  alone  ;  for  by  thefc  all  creatures  are  fwayed,  and  ae* 
tions  guided,  in  reference  tot  the  church  s  it  *s  abac  of  our  Wdrk 
to  rule  the  world,  but  to  fubmit  to*  him  that  elath  *,  No*  <#*&& 
impetui^lvuntur  r*tw  the  motions  of  providence  arc  all  ju4i» 
cious,  the  wheels  are  foil  of  eyes  \  it  is  epenigh  that  die  affair* 
of  Zion  are  in  a  good  hand.  , 

Direftion  2  Ponder  this  heart-fupporting  truth,  in  reference 
to  Zion's  trouble  ;  Tfat  hm  many  trwbkt  Jbeytt  apt  upon  tar* 
%et  her  King  it  in  her % 

What  »  hath  the  ^ord  forfaken  h\£  churches  ?  Hath  be  fofel 
them  into  the  enemy's  hand?  doth  he  not  regard  what  etU  bc«* 
/ajs  them?  that  pur  hearts  fink  at  this  rate  ?  Is  it  not  too 
fnameful  an  undervaluing  of  the  great  God,  and  too  much  mag- 
nifying of  poor,  impoteat  men,  to  fear  and  tremble  sit  crea- 
tures, whilft  God  is  in  the  midft  of  us  I  TThe  church V  enenlie* 
are  many  and  mighty  ;  let  that  be  granted,,  yet  that  argument 
with  which  Caleb  and  Joftiua  ft  rove  to  raife  their  own  hearts,  is. 
$f  as  much  force  novtf;  as  it  was  then  *  "  The  t^cd.U  with  u$* 
«'  fear  them  not,'*  Num.  xiv.  9,  The  hiftorian  tells  u&>  cba% 
when  Autigonus  over, heard  hisfbldiecs  reckoning  Howomany 
their  enemies  were*  and  fo  difcouraging  one  another  ;  be  fud-s 
<Ienly  fteps  in  among  them  with  this  queftioff,  •  A0^  how  m*n J5 
4  ((aid  he)  dp  you  reckon  me  for  ?'  Dtifcouraged  fouls,  how* 
many  do  you  reckon  the  Lord  for  ?  Is  he  .not  aa  over-match  fon 
all  his  enemies  ?  Is  not  one  Almighty  more  than  many  naigh-j 
ties  ?  Poth  his  prefence  (land  for  nothing  with  us  ?  "If  God 
44  be  for  usu  who  can  be  agaiaft  us  I"  Rom,  viiK  31^ ,  Whar^ 
think  you,  was  the  reafon  of  that  great  exploration  Gideon, 
jnade  in  Judges  •  vi£.  He  quedions,  ver.  iz,  13.  hedefires  a, 
iigo,  ver  17*  and.  after  that  another,  ^ver.  36.  and  what  waft 
the  end  of  all  this,  but  thai  he  might  be  fore  the  Lord  waft 
with  him;  and  that  he  might  but  write  this  motto  upon  his  en> 
jfign  I  '*'  The  fwori  of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gideon/'  So  then* 
jjf  you  can  be  welj  afibred  the.  Lord  is  with  his  people,  you  wil| 
«ef  tfc(&{  i)m$  all  ^our  dtfcpjnxa^tniepts  ^  and  tfrat  he  Is  f% 
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jp»  need  »ot,  with  him>  defire  a  fign  from  heave* ;  lo*  Jton 
fct?^a%*  before,  yoq,  even  their  marvellous  prefejrv«tio»  ** 
midft  all  their  enemies*  If  God  b?  Dot  with  his  people,  how  ift 
U  thty  are  r*at  fwallawed  tip*  q»kk  4  Da  their  enefcic9  Mr int 
Italic**  power,  or  opportunity.  ?  No,  bot  there  is  aft  iatifiWd 
baud  upon  them.  Well  tl^n,  as  it  k,  Ex^xl.  x^Kiii.  14.  let  hi* 
pretence  gW«  09  reft  &  aod  though  the  mountains  be  hut  led  into 
the  fee*  though  heavea  and  earth  mingle  together,  fear  notj 
€#d  is  i*  the  midft  of  her,  (he  (hall  not  be  moved. 

Dire&kw  3.  Pw^r^  the  gftut  #hmt*&t  Wtnfatg  tM 
people  of  God  in  an  affiitled  condition.  If  a  low  and  ul 
adbfted  ftate  in  <he  world  be  rfealiy  beft  for  th*  tburch,  theq 
ypnr  dejeOiotts  are  Hot  ooiy  trratfoul,  but  ungrateful ;  indeed? 
if  j^ii  estimate  tfat  happuttf*  of  the  church  by  its  worldly  efcftg 
JplendOr*  and  profperiry,  theft  fucfe  timet  will  fcem  bad  for  it  $ 
hot  if  you  reckon  its  glory  tocenfift  in  it*  humility*  faith*  pa* 
tjeoec>  and  hcjvealy-rnandednefs,  op  condition  10  the  w^rld  a* 
bounds  with  advantages  for  thefe,  aa  an  afti&cd  condition  dotk* 
It  was  feot  permeations  and  prifons,  bur  worUilioeft  aod  wan* 
tenneis,  that  wa$  the  poifon  of  the  chtirch  :  ncithef  was  it  th* 
earthly  glory  of  its  profeflbra,  bit  the  Wood  of  its  martyrs* 
that  was  the  feed  of  the  church.  The  power  of  godlinefs  did 
never  thrive  better  than  in  afflifHou,  ftndt  never  ran  lower  that* 
y»  times  of  greateft  prdfpetity  r  when  "  we  are  left  a  poor  and 
"  an  afflicted  people,  then  we  learn  to  truft  iff  the  name  of  th* 
"  Lord,"  Zcpb.Ki,  U.  What  ftyye,  firs  I  Is  it  indeed  foe 
tlhe  fai$ta  advantage  to  be  weaned  from  the  love  of,  and  delight 
fe,  enfn&ring  worldly  vanities  ?  To  be  quickened,  and  pricks 
jQd  forward  with  more  hafte  to  beaten,  to  have  clearer  difcove* 
j£et  of  their  own  hearts,  to  be  taught.  <o  pray  ©ore  ferveAtry, 
frequently,  fpirstually ;  to  k>ok  and  long  for  the  reft  to  c*ar* 
more  ardently?  If  thefe  be  for  their  advantage,  exprriend* 
teaches  ns,  that  no  conditio*  is  ordinarily  blefled  with  iUcb 
fruits  as  thefe,  like  an  ftffitfhcd  condition* 

And  is  it  well  done,  then,  to  repine  aod  droop,  beeaufe  yone 
fefher  confnlu  more  the  advantage  of  your  foul 9,  thai  the  plea* 
iing  of  your  humours  ?  Becaoie  he  will  bring  yon  a  nearer  way 
10.  heaveb  than  yon  are  willing  to  go  ?  Is  thfc  a  due:  requital  0$ 
sis  love,  who  is  pleafed  fo  ranch  to  concern  himfelf  in  your  wel* 
face  r  which  is  more  than  be  will  do  for  thotofands  in  the  world,, 
upon  whom  he  wUJ  not  lay  a  rod,  of  (pend  an  affliction  for  their 
good,  Hof.  iv.  17  Matth.  »v.  14.  But  alas!  we  judge  by  Asnft* 
and  reckon  things  gtod  or  evil,  according  to  what  wc,  far  lb© 
jK&At*  cfn  taflraod ieejt  i»4hcto<    , 


£f        Mow  to  Jupport  the  Heart  under  Zicn's  Thuhlef. 
»  Direction  4.   Take  heed  that  you  overlook  not  th$  many  pre* 
emu  mercies  which  the  people  <f  God,  enjoy  amidfi  all  their 
troubles. 

It  is  a  pity  that  our  tears,  apoo  the  account  of  ctar  troubles, 
Jhould  fo  blear  and  blind  oar  eyes,  that  we  (hould  not  fee  our 
toercies  and  grounds  of  comfort.  I  Will  not  infift  upon  the 
mercy  of  having  your  lives  given  you  for  a  prey,  ndr  yet  upon 
the  many  outward  comforts,  temporal  conveniences  and  ac* 
commodarions,  which  y6u  enjoy  even  above  what  Chrift  and 
hi*  prccioos  Jervants,  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,  ever 
kid. 

.  But  what  fay  you  to  pardon  of1  fin  ?  intereft  in  Chrift  ?  the 
Covenant  of  promiie?  and  an  eternity  of  happinefs,  in  the 
prefence  of  God  after  a  few  days  are  over  ?  O  that  ever  a  peo- 
ple entitled  to  fuch  mercies  as  thefe,  (hould  droop  under  any 
temporal  afilicTion,  or  be  fo  much  concerned  for  the  frowns 
of  men,  and  lofsbf  trifles !  you  have  not  the  fmiles  of  great 
men,  but  you  have  the  favour  of  the  great  God ;  yon  are,  it 
nay  be,  cad  back  in  your  eftates,  but  thereby  furthered  in 
IpiritualY.  You  cannot  live  fo  bravely,  plentifully,  and  eafily, 
as  before ;  but  ftili  you  may  live  as  holy  and  heavenly  as  ever : 
will  you  then  grieve  fo  much  for  thefe  circumftantials,  as  to 
forget  your  fobftantials  ?  Shall  light  troubles  make  you  for«* 
get  weighty  mercies  I  Remember  the  church's  true  riches  are 
hid  out  of  the  reach  of  all  its  enemies  :  they  may  make  yon 
poor,  hpt  not  miferable.  What  though  God  do  not  diffingnHh, 
in  his  outward  difpenfatious,  betwixt  his  own  and  others  ?  Yea, 
what  though  his  judgments  (ingle  out  the  beft,  and  fpare  the 
worft  i  What  though  an  Abel  be  killed  in  love,  and  a  Cain 
furvivc  in  hatred ;  a  bloody  Dionyfius  die  in  hh  bed,  and  a- 
good  Jofiah  fall  in  battle?  What  though  the  belly  of  the 
wicked  be  filled  with  hidden  treafures,  and  the  teeth  of  the  faints 
a>rokea  with  gravel-ftones;  yet  ftill  here  is' much  matter  of 
praife ;  for  ele&ing  love  has  diftinguithed,  though  common 
providence  did  not;  and  whfift  profperity  and  impunity  flay 
the  wicked,  even  (laying  and  adverfity  (hall  benefit  and  fave  the 
righteous. 

.Direction ' -g*  Believe,  that  how  low  fiever  the  church  be 
ptunged  under  the  waters  of  adverfity  %  it  /ball  affuredly  rife 
again.  Pear  not,  for  as  fore  as  Chrift  arofe  the  third  day, 
ftotwitbftancfrpg  thefeal  and  watch  that  was  upon  him  ;  fo  fure 
the  church  (hall  arife  out  of  all  her  troubles,  and  lift  up  its  vic- 
torious Head,  over  alljts  enemies  :  there  is  no  fear  of  ruining 
*k*t  people  who  thrive  by  their  lofles,  and  multiply  by  to&ft.. 


Jfew  fcfitfpori  the  fteari  tmtoZm'sTteuifet*  39 
dhnJuifhed.  O  be  not  too  quick  to  bury  the  church  before  (he 
1*  dead  !  (lay  till  Chrift  hath  tried  his  skill,  before  yon  give  it 
op  for  loft.  The  buib  may  be  ail  in  a  flame,  but  (hall  neve* 
be  confumed;  and  that  becaafc  of  the  good4  will  of  him  that 
dwelleth  in  it. 

Dire&ton  6.  Record  tie  famous  in/lances  of  Godfs  care  and 
tendemefs  over  bis  people  m  former  ft  rait  s:  Chrift  hath,  not 
fuftered  it  to  be  devoured  yet ;  for  above  thefe  1 700  years  th« 
Ciuiftian  church  hath  lived  in  affliftion,  and  yet  it  is  not  coo* 
fumed :  many  a  wave  of  perfection  hath  gone  over  it,  and  yee* 
it  is  not  djrowned :  many  defigns  to  ruin  it,  and  hitherto  now 
fa%th  profpered ;  this  is  not  the  firft  time  chat  Hamans  an4 
Achithophels  have  plotted  its.ruin ;  that  an  Herod  hath  ftretch* 
ed  out  his  hand  to  vex  it :  ftill  it  hath  been  prefcrved  from, 
fupported  under,  or  delivered  out  of  all  its  troubles  r  and  is  k 
not  a$  dear  to  God  as  ever  ?  la  he  not  as  able  to  fave'it  now,  as 
formerly?  Though  we  knpw  not  whence  deliverance  fliould  artfe* 
41  Yet  the  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of 
4%  temptations/'  a  Pet.  'A.  p.  . 

Dirtttion  7.  If  you  can  fetch  no  comfort  from  any  of  the 
former  arguments,  then,  in  the  laft  place,  Try  -whether  you 
Cannot  draw  fane  comfort  out  of  your  very  troubles.  Surely 
this  trouble  of  yours  is  a  good  argument  of  your  integrity •§ 
union  is  the  ground  of  fympatby ;  if  you  had  not  feme  rich 
adventure  in  that  (hip,  yon  would  not  tremble  as  you  dp,  when 
it  is  in  danger :  befides,  this  frame  of  fpirrt  may  afford  you  thia 
argument,  that  if  you  are  fcnfible  of  the  churches  troubles,  Je* 
fus  Chrift  is  much  more  fenfible  of,  and  follicitoos  about  it,  than 
yoa  can  be ;  and  he  will  have  an  eye  of  favour  upon  them  that 
jaourn  for  it,  Ifa.  lvii.  j  8.  .    » 

Seajbn  4. '  *  The  fourth  fpedal  ieaibo  of  exprei&ng  our  utmeft 

*  diligence  in  keeping  our  hearts,  is  the  time  of  danger,  and 

*  public  diftraftion  ;   in  fuch  times  the  beft  hearts  are  but  to? 

*  apt  to  be  Apprized  by  flavilfh  fear ;  it  is  not  eafy  to  fecttre  the 

*  heart  againft  diftra&ions  in  times  of  common  diftra&ion«  If 
4  Syria  be  confederate  with  Ephratm,  how  do  the  hearts  of  the 

*  houfe  of  David  (hake,  even  as  the  trees  of  the^wood,  which 
«  are  ftaken  with  the  wind?  Ma.  vii.  a.    When  there  are  omi- 

*  nous  figos  in  the  heaven ;   on  the  earth  diftrefs  of  nations, 

*  with  perplexity ;  the  fea  and  waves  roaring,  then  the  hearts 
.'  of  men  fail  for  fear,  and  for  looking  after  thofe  things  which, 
4  are  coming  on  the  earth,   Luke  xxi.  25,  26.    Even  a  PauJ 

*  himfelf  may  "  fometimes  complain  of  fightings  within,  whejl 

*  *•  there  arc  fears  without,"  2  Cor.  vii,  5. 


'  Ufct,  my  brethren,  tbefe  thing!  ought  not  <b  be  fc,  iifoft 
fhould  be  of  a  more  raifed  fpirit :  Sq  was  David,  when  hit 
htm  was  kept  in  a  good  frame,  Ffal.  xxvli.  i.  >'«  The  Lord, is 
•*  my  fight,  and  my  falvation  ;  ^riiomftiall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord 
4t  is  the  flrength  of  my  life,  of  whom  (hall  I  be  tffraid  ?M  LH 
toone  but  the  femnts  of  fin  be  the  flaves  of  fear,  let  them  that 
tepre  delighted  in  evil,  fear  evil;  impiut tantum metuit,  yuan* 
itm  nocuit.  O  let  not  that  which  God  hath  threatened  as  a 
Judgment  upon  the  wicked,  ever  ieize  upon  the  breaftt  of  the 
ftgjhteous*  "  I  will  fend  (faith  God)  fatotnefs  into  their  hearts 
4*  in  the  land  of  their  enemies,  and  the  found  of  a  Shaking  leaf 
44  (hall  chace  them/*  Lev.  xxri.  36. 0  what  poor*fpiwed  men  are 
thefe,  to  fty  at  a  (baking  leaf!  which  makes  a  pleafant,  and 
■ot  a  terrible  noife  ;  and  is  in  itfelf  a  kind  of  natural  mtrfic  t 
But  to  a  guilty  confidence  the  whittling*  leaves  are  drums  and 
trumpets.  H  -0ut  God  bath  not  given  ns  the  fpirit  of  fear,  but 
V  of  love,  and  of  a  found  mind,"  2  Tim.  i.  7.  A  found  mind 
as  it  (lands  there  in  oppofition  to  the  fpirit  of  (ear,  is, an  un- 
wonted confeipnee,  pot  infirmed  by  guilt:.  And  this  fhould 
faake  a  man  as  bold  as  a  lion.  I  know  it  cannot  be  (aid  of  3 
fkiftt,  what  God  fpak?  of  Leviathan,  that  he  h  made  without 
fear :  There  is  a  natural' fear  in  every  man,  and  ir  as  hnpoffibl^ 
to  be  wholly  put  off,  as  the  body  itfelf  is  :-  Jt is  a  perturb** 
tionrf  themind9  arifing  front  the  apprehenfion of  approaching 
Hanger ;  and  as  long  >s  dangers  can  approach  trs,  we  (hall 
findfome  perturbations  within  us.  ft  is  not  my  purpofe w> 
Commend  to  you  a  (toical  apathy,  nor  yet  to  take  you  off  from 
ftdh  a  degree  of  cautional  preventive  fear  as  may  fit  yon  for 
trouble,  and  b6  fervipeable  to  your  fouls  j  there  is  a  provident 
fear  that  opens  our  eyes  tp  fofefee  danger,  and  quickens  to*a 
prudent  and  lawful  ufe  of  means  to  prevent  it :  Such  was  Jacob's 
tear,  Gen.  xxxii/y,  9,  10.  &c.  But  it  is  the  fear  of  diffidence 
1  perfuade  you  to  keep  your  hearts  from,  that  tyrannical  paffion 
J&hichinyadp?  the  heart  lu  times  of  danger,  diftra&s,  weakens, 
and  unfits  the  heart  for  duty ;  drives  men  upon  unlawful  means, 
^nd  brings  a  fnafe  with  it.  Weil,  then,  the  fourth  cafe  will 
&  this: 

Cafe  4.  flow  a  Chriftian  may  keep  A/>  tieart  frm  dijtraft- 
4ng  and  urrnenting  fears,  in  times  of  great  and  threatening 
dangers. 

Now  there  are  fourteen  excellent  rules,  or  helps,  for  tte  keep- 
ing the  heart  from  finfui  fear,  tthen  imminent  daagers  threaten 
WAndtte&ftfethfc, 


Mow  to  teefi  the  Heart  from  Feats.  ^i 

Role  t.  took  upon  alt  the  creatures  as  in  the  band (f  God,  ivho  ' 
Manages  them  in  M their  motions,  limiting,  refiraining,  and  de- 
termining them  alt  at  his  fkafore. 

:  Get  this  troth  well  fettled  by  faith  in  your  hearts,  it  will 
marveJIoufty  guard  them  agamft  flavifh  fears.  The  firft  chap- 
ter of   Ezck'ict  contains  an  admirable  fcbame,    or    draught 

!  of  providence  j  there  you  may  fee  the  living  creatures  who 
move  the  wheels,  viz.  the  great  affairs  and  turnings  of  things 
Here  below,  coming  onto  Chrift,  who  fits  upon  the  throne,  to 
tecefoe  flew  order*  and  inftrucYrotts  from  him,  ver.  24,  25,  2d. 
And  in  Rev.  vi.  you  read  of  white,  black,  and  red  horfes,  which 
are  nothing  eWe  but  the  inftruments  which  God  employs  in  ex- 
■  tenting  his  judgments  in  the  world,  as  wars,  pefrilcnce,  and 
dfcatih  :  But  when  theli  horfes  vare  prancing,  and  trampling  up 
**d  dowa  the  worM,  here  is  that  may  quiet  our  hearts,  that 
Cod  hath  the  reins  tfl  hh  hand.  Wicked  men  are  fometimes 
like  mad  horfes,  they  would  (lamp  the  people  of  God  under 
ttfeir  feet,  but  that  the  bridle  of  providence  is  in  their  lips, 
Job  1.  1  f ; ;  1 2.  A  Hon  at  liberty  is  terrible  to  meet,  but  yho  is 
afraid  of  the  Moo  m  the  keeper's  hand  f 
■  Rule  2.  Remember  that  this  God,  in  vjho/e  hand  all  the 
trtaimres  are,  is  your  Father*  and  is  much  more  tender  over 
you,  than  you  are,  or  can  he,  over  yourjelves :  "  He  that 
•*  toucheth  you,  toucheth  the  apple  of  mine  eye,"  Zech.  it  8. 
Let  tite  ask  the  mod  timorous  woman,  whether  there  be  not  a 
"  vaft  difference  between  the  fight  of  a  drawn  fword  in  the  hand 
of  a  bloody  ruffian,  and  the  fame  fword  in  the  hand  of  her  own 
tender  husband  ?  As  great  a  difference  there  is  fa  looking  upon 
creatures  by  an  eye  of  fenfe;  and  looking  on  them  as  fa  the  hand 
of  your  God  by  an  eye  of  faith  ;    that  is  a  fwect  fcripture  to 

I  this  purpofe,  Iftu  liv.  5.  "  Thy  Maker  is  thy  Husband,  the 
•*  Lord  of  Hofts  is  his  name  :".  he  is  Lord  of  all  the  hofts  of 
creatures  in  the  world  :  Who  would  be  afraid  to  pafs  through 
ap  army,  though  aH  the  fokfier*  ftionld  turn  their  fwords  and 
guns  towards  him,  if  the  general  of  that  army  were  his  friend; 
or  father  f  I  have  met  with  an  excellent  ffory  of  a  religious' 
young  man,  who- being  at  fea,  with  many  other.  paflengerS,  in 
a  great  florin,  and  they  being  half  dead  with  fear,  he  only  wa? 
obferved  to  be  very,  cjicerfnl,  as  if  he  had  been  but  little  con* 
ceraed  in  that  danger  :  One  of  them  demanding  the  rearon  of 
*  his  cfeearfulnrfs,..  *  O,  (faid  he)  it  is  becaufe  the  pilot  of  the 
•  (hip  is  my  father.1  Coufider  Chrift,  firft  as  the  King,  and 
fopreme  Lord  over  the  providential  kingdom,  and  then  as  your 
Vot.VIt  f 


4f  Sow  to  keep  the  Hettrt  from  Tedfi. 

Head,  Husband,  and  Friend,  and  thoo  wilt  quickly  (ay,  "Re- 
"  turn  nnto  thy  reft,  O  my  fool."  This  troth  will  malt*  yo«t 
ccafe  trembling,  and  daufc  you  to  fiog  in  the  midft  of  dangers* 
Pfalm  xlvii.  7*-  "  The  Lord  is  King  of  all  the  earth,  fmg  ye 
•'  praife  with  underftandtng ;"  (or,  as  thte  Hebrew  word  i*$ 
u  Everyone  that  bath  onderftaoding,"  viz.  of  this  heart-re- 
viving and  eftablilhing  doftrioe  of  the  dominion  of  our  Father 
'over  all  the  creatures. 

Rule  3.  Urge  upon  your  hearts  the  exprefs  prohibitions  of  Chrijl 
in  this  cafe :  and  let  your  hearts  Jand  in  awe  of  the  violation? 
of  them. 

tie  hath  charged  yon  not  to  fear,  Luke  xxi.  9.  "  When  ye 
"  (bail  hear  of  wars  and  commotions,  fee  that  ye  be  oot  terrir 
*•  fied,"  And  Phil,  i.  2&  "  In  nothing  be  terrified  by  yoor  ad- 
•'  rerfaries,"  Yea,  in  Matth.  x.  26,  a  &,  31.  and  within  the 
compafs  of  fix  verfes,  our  Saviour  commands  us  thrice,  rat  to 
fear  man*  D6th  every  big  word  of  proud  duft  and  aflies  make 
thee  afraid  I  Doth  the  voice  of  a  man  make  thee  tremble  ?  and 
fhall  not  the  voice  of  God  ?  If  thoo  art  of  fiich  a  fearful  and  ti- 
morous fpirit,  how  is  it  that  thoo  feareft  not  to  d&bey  the  flat 
.commands  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Methinks  the  command  of  Chrift 
fliould  have  as  much  power  to  calm,  as  the.  voice  of  a  poor 
worm  to  terrify  thy  heart,  lfa.  li.  n,  13.  ••  I,  even  I,  am  he 
"  that  eomforteth  you :  Who  art  thoo,  tbat  thou  (hooldeft  be 
4t  afraid  of  a  man  that  (hall  die,  and  of  the  ion  of  man  that 
91  (hall  fane  made  as  the  grafs,  and  forgettcft  the  Lord  tby  Maker  ?" 
We  cannot  fear  creatures  fiofolly,  till  we  have  forgotten  God  ; 
did  we  remember  what  he  is,  and  what  he  bath  {aid,  we  (hould 
bot  be  of  fuch  feeble  fpirits  :  Bring  tby  heart,  then,  to  this 
dilemma  in  times  of  danger ;  if  I  let  into  my  heart  the  fiavifb 
fear  of  man,  I  mud  let  out  the  reverential  awe  and  fear  of  God ; 
and  dare  I  caft  off  the  fear  of  the  Almighty  for  the  frowns  of 
a  man  ?  Shall  I  lift  up  proud  dud  above  the  great  God  ?  Shall 
1  run  upon  a  certain  fin,  to  (hun  a  probable  danger  i  O  keep 
thy  heart  by  this  consideration  1 

Rule  4.  Remember  how  much  needle/s  trouble  your  vain  fears 
Move  brought  upon  you  formerly y  and  how  you  have  difeuieted 
your/elves  to  no  purpofe. 

Ifa.  U.  13.  "  And  haft  feared  continually  becaufe  of  the  op- 
•*  preflbr,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  devour ;  and  where  is  the  fo- 
*'  ry  of  the  oppreffor  ?"  He  feemed  ready  to  devour,  but  yet 
you  are  not  devoured :  I  have  not  brought  upon  you;  the  thing 
that  ye  feared ;  you  have  wafted  yoor  (pints,  disordered  yoor 
fouls,  and  weakened  your  hands,   and  all  this  to  no  purpofe  : 


JbvrtohetptheBeartfrimfeafi.  O 

Yon  might  have  all  this  while  enjoyed  your  peace,  and  poflefled 
yoor  fools  in  patience.  Aod  here  i  caonot  but  obferve  a  verp^ 
4eep  policy  of  Satan,  managing  a  defign  againft  the  fool  by 
thefe  vain  fears :  I  call  them  vain,  in  regard  of  the  fruftration 
of  theip  by  Providence;  but  certainly  they  are  not  in  vain* 
as  to  the  end  Satan  aims  at  in  ratling  them ;  for  herein  be 
afts  as  foldiers  ufe  to  do  in  the  fiege  of  a  garrifao,  who  oil 
pnrpofe  to  wear  ont  the  befieged  by  cooftant  watchings,  and 
thereby  unfit  them  to  make  refiftancc  when  they  ftorm  it  in 
earoelr,  do  every  night  give  them  falfe  alarms,  which  though 
they  come  to  nothing,  yet  doth  notably  fcrve  this  farther  de- 
ijgn  of  the  enemy.  Q  when  will  yon  beware  of  Satan's  devices  i 
Rule  5,  Confider  folemnly,  Thai  though  the  things  you  fear* 
fiould  realty  fall  out,  yet  then  is  mare  evil  m  your  own  fear, 
than  in  the  thing  feared. 

.  Aod  that  not  only  as  the  ieaft  evil  of  fin  is  worfe  than  the 
greateft  evil  of  fuffiering ;  bnt  as  this  finfnl  fear  hath  really 
more  torment  and  tremble  in  it,  than  is  in  that  condition  yott 
are  fo  orach  afraid  of;  fear  is  both  a  multiplying,  and,  a  tor* 
mcntin&paifion ;  it  represents  troubles  much  greater  than  they 
are,  and  fo  tortures  and  wrecks  the  foul  much  worfe  than  when 
the  fnfFering  itfelf  comes.  So  it  was  with  Ifrael  at  the  Red- 
fca,  they  cried  out.  aod  were  fore  afraid,  till  they  put  foot  in- 
to the  water,  aod  then  4  paflage  was  opened  through  thole 
waters,  which  they  thought  would  have  drowned  them.  Thus 
it  is  with  ns ;  we  looking  through  the  glafs  of  carnal  fear,  up- 
on the  waters  of  trouble,  the  fweilings  of  Jordan,  cry  out,  O 
they  are  oofbrdablc !  we  moft  needs  peri<h  in  them  e  But  when 
We  come  into  the  midft  of  thole  floods,  indeed,  we  find  the 
promife  made  good ;  "  God  will  make  a  way  to  efcape,"  1  Cor. 
x.  1 3.  Thus  it  was  with  biefled  Biiney,  when  be  would  make 
a  trial,  by  potting  his.  finger  to  the  candle,  and  not  able  to  en* 
dure  that,  he  cried  out,   *  What,  caooot  I  bear  the  burning  of 

*  a  finger  r  how  then  (hall  I  be  able  to  bear  the  burning  of  my 

*  whole  body  to-morrow  I'  And  yet  when  that  morrow  came, 
he  could  go  chearfolly  into  the  flames,  with  that  fcriprure  in 
his  mouth,  Ik  xliii.  1,  3,  3.  "  Fear  not,  for  1  have  redeem- 
"  ed  thee :  i  have  called  thee  by  thy  name,  thou  art  mine ; 
*'  when  thou  pafleft  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with 
"  thee ;  when  thou  walked  through  the  fire,  thou  (halt  not 
94  be  burnt." 

Role  6«  Confult  the  many  precious  protnifts  which  are  written 
for  your  fupport  and  comfort  in  all  dangers* 

F2 


44  *w  to  keep  the  If  tori  from  Fears. 

Thefe  are  your  refages,  to  which  you  may  fly  and  be  tifef 
"  Wiies  the  arrows  of  danger  fly  by  night,  and  dcftrufiioii 
"  wafteth  at  noon  day/'  There  arc  particular  promifes  felted  to 
particular  cafe  and  exigencies ;  and  there  are  general  promifes, 
readriog  all  cafes  and  conditions :  Such  are  thefe,  Rom.  viH.  z%x 
"  All  things  (hall  work  together  for  good/'  4se.  And  Ecdef. 
▼iii.  12.  4t  Though  a  finner  do  evil  an  hundred  times,  and  his 
*'  days  be  prolonged,  yet  it  foail  be  well  with  them  that  fear 
«  the  Lord/'  4tc.  "  Could  yon  bat  believe  the  promSes, 
*  your  hearts  (hoold  be  eftfebliflied,"  2  Chron.  xx.  29.  Cotrid 
yon  bat  plead  them  with  God,  as  Jacob  did.  Gen.  xxxii.  1*. 
"  Tbon  faidft,  I  will  fwdy  do  thee  good,19  dv.  they  would  re- 
lieve yon  in  every  diftreft.  # 

Objection.  But  that  promife  vhl$  madtperfonatty,  and  by  nam 
to  him9  fo  are  not  theft  to  me. 

Anfmer.  If  Jacob's  God  be  your  God,  yon  bare  as  good  an 
iotereft  in  them  as  he  had.  The  church,  a  thoufaud  years 
after  that  tranfaftion  betwixt  God  and  Jacob,  applied  that 
which  God  fpake  to  him,  as  if  it  had  been  fpoken  to  them- 
fclves,  Hof.  xii.  4.  "  He  found  Urn  in  Bethel,  and  there  he 
«  fpake  with  ns." 

Rule  7.  Quiet  your  trembling  hearts  by  recording  and  confute* 
ing  your  paft  experiences  of  the  care  and  faitbfuhtfs  of  Cod  in 
former  difirejfes. 

Thefe  experience*  are  food  for  your  faith  in  a  wilderaefs  con- 
dition, PfaL  Ixxiv.  14.  By  this  David  kept  his  heart  in  time 
of  danger,  1  Sam.  *vii.  37.  and  Paul  his,  2  Cor.  i.  10.  It 
was  fweedy  anfwered  by  Silentiarius,  when  one  told  him  that 
his  enemies  way-laid  him  to  take  away  his  life,  Si  thus  mei  cu~ 
warn  non  babet%  fuid  vivo  P  If  God  take  no  care  of  me,  how* 
have  I  efcaped  hitherto  ?  You  may  plead  with  God  old  expe- 
riences to  procure  new  oses ;  for  it  is  in  pleading  with  God  for 
new  deliverances,  as  it  is  in  pleading  for  new  pardons.  Now 
mark  how  Moles  pleads  on  that  account  with  God,  Norn.  xiv. 
i$*  "  Pardon,  I  beieech  thee,  the  iniquity  of  this  people,  aa 
«<  thou  haft  forgiven  them  from  Egypt  until  now."  He  doth 
not  fay  as  men  do,  Lord,  this  is  the  firft  fault,  thou  haft  not 
been  troubled  before  to  jign  their  pardon  t  But,  Lord,  becaufe 
thou  haft  pardoned  them  fo  often,  I  befeech  thee  pardon  them' 
once  again.  So  in  new  ftraits,  Lord,  thou  haft  often  heard, 
helped,  and  faved  in  former  fears ;  therefore  now  help  again,' 
for  with  thee  there  is  plenteous  redemption,  and  thine  arm  is 
not  (horteued. 
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Rule  8.  Be well fatisfied that  you  are  in  the  way  of  your  duty% 

and  that  will  beget  holy  courage  in  times  of  danger. 
j  *'  Who  will  harm  you,  if  you  be  followers  of  that  which  is 

I.  u  good  ?"  i  Pet.  ffi.  i  j.  Or,  if  any  dare  attempt  it,  "  yea 
j  M  may  boldly  commit  yomfclves  to  God  in  well-doing,"  i  Pet, 
■  kr.  19/  It  was  ihis  confideration  that  raifed  Luther's  fpirit  a-' 
'  bove  all  fear  :  '  lo  the  caufe  of  God  (faid  be)  I  ever  am,  and 
!  ♦  ever  (hall  be  flout ','  herein  I  adume  this  tide,  Cedo  nulHt  * 
j       good  caufe  wUl  bear  up  a  man's  fpirit  bravely.    Hear  the  fjfcy- 

Hig  of  *  #  heathen,  to  the  (hame  bf  cowardly  Chriftians: 
j  $  When  the  emperor  VefpaGan  had  commanded  Flutdius  Prilcei 
L     *  not  to  come  to  the  fitnate ;  or  If  he  did,  to  fpeak  nothing  bat 

4  what  he  would  have  him  ;  the  fenator  returned  this  n4ble  an- 

*  fwer,  That  as  he  was  a  fenator,  it  was  fit  he  (hould  be  at 
«  the  fenate  ;   and  if  being  there  he  were  required  to  give  his 

*  advice,  he  would  fpeak  freely  that  which  his  confeience  com- 
[      «  mandedhim;   the  emperor  threatening,  that  then  he  {hould 

«  die  ;  he  anfwered,  Did  I  ever  tell  yon  that  I  was  immortal  t 
4  Do  you  what  yon  will,  and  I  will  do  what  I  ought ;   it  is  in 

*  your  power  to  put  me  to  death  unjuftly,  and  in  me  to  die 
•       f  conftantly." 

Righteoufiiefi  is  a  bread  plate,  the  caufe  of  God  will  pay  all 
yoor  expences ;  let  them  tremble  whom  danger  finds  out  of  the 
way  of  duty. 

Rule  9.  Get  your  confeiences  fprinkledwith  the  blood  of  Chnjt 
from  all  guilt,  and  that  will  fet  your  hearts  above  all  fear. 

r  It  is  guilt  upon  the  confeience  that  foftens  and  cowardiies 

our  fpirits  :  "  The  righteous  are  bold  as  a  lion,"  Prov.  xxviiu 
1.  It  was  guilt  in  Cain's  confeience  that  made  him  cry,  "  E- 
"  very  one  that  meets  me  (hall  flay  me,**  Gen.  iv.  14.  A  guil- 
ty confeience  is  more' terrified  with  conceited  dangers,  than  a' 
pore  confeience  is  with  real  ones.  A  guilty  (inner  carries  a' 
vitnefs  againft  himfelf  in  his  own  bofom.  It  was  guilty,  Herod 
cried  out,  u  John  Baptift  is  rUen  from  the~dead.n  Such  a  con- 
feience is  the  devil's  anvil,   on  which  he  fabricates  all  thofe 

j      (words  and  fpears,  with  which  the  guilty  (inner  pierces  and' 
wound? himfelf ;  guilt  is  to  danger,  what  fire  is  to  gun-powder  ; 

>      a  man  need  not  fear  to  walk  among  many  barrels  of  powder, 
if  he  have  no  fire  about  him. 

!  Rule  10.  Exercife  holy  trujl  in  times  of  great  difirefs. 

j  Make  it  your  bufmefs  to  tfuft  God  w'un  your  lives  and  com- 

forts,  and  then  your  hearts  will  be  at  reft  about  them.    So  did 

[  ♦ 

*  Char,  of  Wifdom,  p.  358. 
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thvid,  Pfal.  lvii.  3.  "  At  what  time  I  am  afraid,  I  will  treft  & 
"  disc;"  q  (/.Lord,  if  at 'any  time  a  ftorm  rife,  I  will  mak$ 
bold  to  (heifer  me  from  it  under  the  covert  of  iby  wings.  Go 
to  God  by  afts  of  faith  and  truft,  and  never  doubt  but  he  will 
fccore  you.  Ha.  IxiL  3.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  bira  in  perfeft 
4(  peace,  whole  mind  is  flayed  on  thee,  becaufe  he  trufteth  far 
*•  thee*"  God  takes  it  well  when  thou  comeft  to  him  thus ; 
Father,  my  life,  my  Jibcfty,  or  eftate,  are  hunted  after,  and  I 
Cannot  fecure  them ;  O  let  me  leave  them  in  thy  hand  :  "  The 
"  poor  leaveth  himfelf  with  thee ;"  and  doth  his  God  fail  him  i 
No,  «  thou  art  the  helper  of  the  fetherleis,"  Pfal.  x.  14,  that 
is,  tbdu  art  the  helper  of  the  deftitute  one,  that  hath  none  to 
go  to  hat  God.  And  that  is  a  fweet  fcripture,  Pfal.  cxii.  7. 
"  He  (hall  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings,  his  heart  is  fixed, 
"  trolling  in  the  Lord  ;"  he  doth  not  fay,  his  ear  (hall  be  pri- 
vileged from  the  report  of  evil  tidings  he  may  hear  as  fad  tid- 
ings as  other  men,  but  his  heart  (hall  be  privileged  from  tho 
terror  of  thofe  tidings,  "  his  heart  is  fixed." 

Rule  11.  Confuh  the  honour  of  religion  more,  and  your  p*r~ 
final  Jafety  lefs . 

Is  it  for  the  honour  of  religion,  think  you,  that  Chriftiau* 
fitould  be  as  timorous  as  bares,  to  flart  at  every  found  ?  Will 
not  this  tempt  die  world  to  think,  that  whatever  you  talk,  yet* 
your  principles*  are  no  better  than  other  mens  ?  0  what  mifchief 
may  the  discoveries  of  ybur  fears  before  them  do !  It  was  a 
noble  faying  of  Nehemiah,  chap-  vi.  1 1.  "  Should  fnch  a  man 
**  as  I  flee  ?  And  who,  being  as  I  am,  would  flee  in .  Were  it " 
not  better  you  (hould  die,  than  that  the  worl4  fhould  be  pre- 
judiced agaigft  Chrift  by  jour  example?  For,  alas!  how  apt 
i?  the  world,'  who  judge  more  by  what  they  fee  in  your  prac- 
tices, than  by  what  they  under ftand  of  your  principles,  to  con- 
clude from  your  timoroufnefs,  that  how  much  foever  you  com- 
mend faith,  and  talk  of  aflhrance,  yet  you  dare  truft  to  thefe 
things  no  more  than  they,  when  it  comes  to  the  trial.  O 
let  not  your  fears  lay  fuch  a  ftumbiing-block  before  the  blipd 
world. 

Rule  12.  He  that  will  fecure  his  heart  from  fear,  muft  firjt 
fecure  the  eternal  intereft  if  his  foul  in  the  hands  of  JejusChrtft. 
'  When  this  is  done,  then  you  may  fay,  Now  world \  do  thy 
worft.  You  will  not  be  very  foUicitous  about  a  vile  body, 
when  you  are  once  allured  it  (hall  be  well  to  all  eternity  with 
your  precious  fouls.  "  Fear  not  them  (faith  Chri(V)  that  can 
«•  kill  the  body,  and  after  that,  have  no  more  that  they  can  do.w 
The  sutured  Chrifliah  may  fmiic  with  contempt  upon  all  his 


tfow  to  keep  the  Heatt  from  F*ah>  47 

eneifties*  and  Iky,  Is  this  the  word  that  you  can  do?  What 
fay  you,  Chriftians  ?  Are  you  adored  that  your  fouls  are  ftfe, 
that  within  a  few  moments  of  your  dUTolution  they  (hall  be  re- 
ceived by  Chrift  into  an  everlasting,  habitation  I  Weil,  if  you 
be  fare  of  that,  never  trouble  yourfelves  about  the  inftrumcatft 
and  means  of  your  diflblutkra. 

Objection.   0%  hut  a  violent  death  is  terrible  to  nation!    . 

Anfwer.  But  what  matter  is  it,  when  thy  foul  is  in  heaven, 
whether  it  were  let  out  at  thy  mouth,  or  at  thy  throat  ?  Whe- 
ther thy  familiar  friends,  or  barbarous  enemies,  Hand  about  thy 
dead  body,  and  dofe  thine  eyes?  Alas!  it  is  not  worth  the 
making  fe  much  ado  about ;  Nihil  corpus  fentit  in  nervo  ami 
bnima  fit  in  coelo,  thy  foul  (hall  not  be  fenfible  in  heaven  bo* 
thy  body  is  ufed  on  earth ;  no,  it  (hall  be  fwallowed  up  in  life. 
*  Rule  13.  Learn  to  quench  all  Jlavi/h  creature-fears,  in  the 
reverential  fear  <f  God. 

■  This  is  a  cure  by  diver  fi on  :  It  is  a  rare  piece  of  Chriftiaa 
wifdomto  turn  thofe  paffions  of  the  foul  wjhich  mod  predomi- 
nate into  fpiritual  channels ;  to  turn  natural  anger  into  fpiritual 
zeal,  natural  mirth  into  holy  cheerfulbefs,  and  natural  fear  in- 
to an  holy  dread  and  awe  of  God.  This  method  of  cure  Chrift 
prefcrtbes  in  that  forementioned  place,  Matth.  z.  like  to  which 
is  that  in  Ifa.  viii.  ix,  13.  fear  not  their  fear  ;<  but  how  (halt 
we  help  it  ?  Why,  "  faqdtify  the  Lord  of  Hofts  hitofelf,  and  let 
*'  him  be  your  fear,  and  your  dread."  Natural  fear  maybe  al- 
layed for  the  prelent  by  natural  reafon,  or  the  removal  of  the 
©ccafion,  but  then  it  b  bat  like  a  candle  blown  out  with  a  puff 
of  breath,  which  is  eafily  blown  in  again ;  but  if  the.  fear  of 
God  extinguith  it,  then  it  is  like  a  caudle  quenched  in  water*, 
which  cannot  eafily  be  ^rekindled. 

Rule  14.  Laftly,  Pour  out  thofe  fears  to  God  in  prayer* 
which  the  devil  and  your  own  unbelief  pour  in  upon  you  in  timet 
cf  danger. 

Prayer  is  the  beft  out-let  to  fear ;  where  is  the  Chriftiaa  that 
cannot  fet  his  probation  eft  to  this  direction  ?  I  will  give  you  the 
greateft  example  in  the  world  to  encourage  you  in  the  ufe  of  it, 
even  the  example  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Markxiv.  32.  When  the, 
hour  of  his  danger  and  death  drew  nigh,  he  gets  into  the  garden, 
feparates  from  the  diftipks,  and  there  wrefties  mightily  with 
God  in  prayer,  even  unto  an  agony :  in  reference  to  which  the 
apollle  fiutb,  Heb.  v.  7.  "  Who  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  when 
"  he  had  offered  up  prayers  and  fupplicatkms,  with  ftrong  crie* 
"  and  tears,  to  him  that  was  able  to  &ve  hint  from^eath,  and 
Mt  was  heard  in  that  be  feared."    He  was  heard  mm  to  fircogtfc 
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and  (fapp'orf  to  carry  him  through  it,  chough  not  as  to  &&*dh 

aoce,  or  exemption  from  it. 

-    Now,  O  that  thcfe  things  might  abide  with  yon,  aod  be  re* 

doced  to  pratticc  io  thcfe  evil  days,  that  many  trembling  (bob 

nay  be  efta^Uhed  by  them. 

Sea/on  5.  '  The  fifth  feafon  to  excite  this  diligence  in  keep* 
4  ing  the  heart,  is  a  time  of  ftraits  and  outward  pinching  wants ; 
?  although  at  fuch  times  we  fhogld  complain  to  God,  and  not 
<  of  God,  (the  throne  of  grace  being  cre&cd  for  a  time  of  need* 

*  Heb.  ir.  \6.\  yet  when  the  waters  of  relief  run  low,  and  want 

*  begins  to  pinch  hard,  how  prone  are  the  beft  hearts  to  diftruft 
«  the  fountain  !  when  the  meal  in  the  barrel,  and  the  oil  in  the 

*  cruife  are  almoft  fpent,  our  faith  and  patience  arc  alinoft  fpest 

0  too.  Now  it  is  difficult  to  keep  down  the  proud  and  unbeltcv* 

*  ing. heart  in  an  holy  quietnde  and  fweet  fubmiffion  at  the  foot 
4  of  God.    It  is  an  ealy  thing  to  talk  of  trufiing  God  for  dairy 

*  bread,  while  we  have  a  fell  barn  or  purfe;  but  to  fay,  as  the 

*  prophet,  Hab.  ni.  17.  "  Though  the  fig  tree  (hould  not  Mofc 

1  M  fom,  neither  fruit  be  in  the  vine,  &c.  yet  will  I  rejoice  ia 

*  "  the  Lord :"  furely  this  is  not  eafy/    The  fifth  cat  there* 
fore  ft  all  be  this:  ' 

Cafe  5.    How  a  Chrt/lian  may  keep  his  heart  from  difiruflmg 
God,  or  repining  againjl  him,  when  outward  wants  are  tithe?  ■ 
frit  or  feared* 

This  cafe  deferves  to  be  ferioufly  pondered,  and  efpeciaRy  t» 
he  (todicd  now,  fince  it  feems  to  be  the  defign  of  providence  to 
empty  the  people  of  God  of  their  crcaturc-fulnefs,  aod  acquaint 
them  with  thole  (traits  which  hitherto  they  have  been  altogether 
Grangers  to. 

Now,  to  fecure  the  heart  from  the  afore-mentioned  dangers 
attending  this  condition,  thcfe  following  oonfiderations,  through 
the  hleflings  of  the  Spirit,  may  prove  effcftuaL  And  the  firft 
is  this  2  rf 

Con  (ideration  1 .  That  if  God  reduce  ym  to  flraits  and  neceji* 
ties, .  yet  he  deals  no  other  wife  therein  with  you,  than  he  bath  done 
with  fome  of  the  choice/}  and  holufi  men  that  ever  lived. 
:  Your  condition  is  not  lingular;  though  you  have  hitherto 
been  (hangers  to  wants,  other  dints  have  dairy  convcrfed,  and 
been  familiarly  acquainted  with  them*  Hear  what  blcfled  Paul 
(peaks,  nor  of  bimfelf  only,  but  in  the  name  of  other  faints 
reduced  to  like  exigencies,  1  Cor.  iv.  1  u  "  Even  to  this  prefent 
*'  hour  we  both  hunger  and  thirft,  and  are  naked  aad  buffeted, 
"  and  have  no  certain  dwelling-place/*  To  fee  fuch  a  man  as 
F*ul  going  ap  and  down  the  world  with  *  naked  back,  and 
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fefrpty  belly,  and  no*  a'  hbuie  to  put  His  head  in,  one  tliat  was 
fd  far  above  the*  id  grate  add  holineft,  ooe  that  did  more  fer- 
Vice  for  God  id  a  cfey,  than  perhaps  fttoto  haft  done  in  tU  thy 
daysr,  arid  fet  yon  repine  as  if  hardly  dealt  with  !  Have  yott 
forgot  vtiutt  6eteditla  atfd  ftraits  even  a  Daiid  hath  fnffrred  i 
Sow  great  Were  his  ftratts  and  neceffities  t  i  Sam-  xxv.  $. 
"  Give,  I  pray  tfae  (6ith  he  to  ftabal)  whatfatVer  cometh  to 
»  **  thy  batfdf,  to  thy  ferv3ritsk  and  to  thy  fon  David."  Reootfo- 
eft  Mofcalus  fafcfofced  to  dig  in  the  town-ditch  for  a  inainte* 
trttic*.  Pamtoos  Atrfftoofith  (as  t  feaVe  ocen  credibly  informed) 
%as  fated  to  let!  the  bed  he  lay  on  to  boy  bread,  Snt  what 
fpefck  r  of r  thefe  ?  Behold  a  greater  than  any  of  thdh,  even  the 
Son  <rf  God,  M  *ho*  Is  the  heir  of  all  things,  and  by  Whom  the 
"  worlds  were  Made**'  yet  tbthetlmcs  would  have  been  glad  of 
Wy  thing,  HaVfi^  nothing  t6  ear,  ftfatlt  it  12,  r  j.  «  And  on  tba 
•'  morrow,  when  they  were  come  from  Bethany,  he  was  huo* 
**  gty  ;  and  feeing  a  fig*tite  afar  off,  having  leaves,  he  came, 
*  if  ha  ply  he  caighf  find  [any  thihgj  thereon . " 

Weil  then,  hereby  God  hath  fet  no  Hjirk  of  hatred  opotl 
yon,  neither  can  yon  infer  the  want  of  love  froth  the  *  ant  of 
bread  When  thy  repining  heart  puts  the  que  ft  ton,  Was  there 
eter  any  forrow  like  unto  mine  ?'  Ask  thefe  worthies,  and  tbcjf 
Will  tell  thee,  though  they  did  hoi  complain  and  fret  as  thou 
dbft,  yet  they  were  driven  to  as  great  (traits  asvthon  art.- 

Confid!  2.  If  God  [save  you  not  in  this  neeejttous  comktim 
Without  a  promife,  you  havt  no  rca/bn  to  ttpinn  or  defpmd  tmdft 
it. 

That  Is  a  £Sf  condition  indeed,  toT  which  no  promife  belongs* 
I  remember  Mr  Calvin,  upon* theft  words*  Ifa.  ix.  t.  "  Nevcnhe* 
••  left  the  dimnefs  (hall  not  be  fuck  as  was  in  her  vexation,"  <J*. 
fdlveS  the  doubt,  in  what  fcrtfe  the  darknefs  of  the  captivity  wan 
not  fo  great;  as  the  teller  incorfions  made  by  Tiglath  Pelcfefr. 
In  the  captivity:  the  city  was  deftroyed,  and  the  temple  bttrfct 
with  fire,  there  was  no  companion  in  the  ajfli&ioo;  but  yet  the 
datknefs  Ihoold  not  be  Inch,  and  the  reafen  (faith  he)  Is  this, 
Ifuic  certain  p*omt$oncm  ejfc  o&itam,  cumin  prioribus  null*  • 
ejfet  i  ft.  c.J  there  was  a  ceruin  promife  made  to  this,  but  note 
to  the  Other. 

It  Is  better  be  as  low  albeit  with  a  promife,  than  in  paradife 
WltHorit  one.  Even  the  darknefs  of  hell  itfclf  would  be  compa- 
ratively do  darknefs  at  alt,  were  therfe  but  a  promife  to  eoKghteft 
it.  Now  God' bath  left  mahyfweetpt  omits  for  the  faith' of 
his  poor  people  to- feed  on  in  this  condition  >:  fuch  are  thefc  r 

VtavVlt*  ' '    '  .    -    ~    0  r 
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Tfal.  auckif/y,  fo.    "  Ofear  the  Lord,  ye  his  Cunts,  for  the* 

"  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  him ;    the  lions  do  lack  and  fuf- 

11  fer  hunger,  but  they  that  fear  the  Lord  (hall  want  nothing. 

"  that  is  good."    Pfal.  XxKtii.  18,  1*9.  "The  eye  of  the  Lord 

w  is  upon  the  righteous,  to  keep  them  alive  in  famine."^   PfiL 

lxxxiv.  1 1.  "  No  good  thing  will  he  with -hold  from  them  that 

u  walk  uprightly. "  Rom.  viii.  32.  "  He  that  fpnrednot  his  own 

'"  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  (hall  he  not  with; 

"  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  chirks  V  Ifa-  xli.  17^  "  When  the 

u  poor  and  the  needy  feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their 

"  tongue  faUeth  for  third,  1  the  Lord  will  hear  them, .  I  the 

"••  God  of  Ifrael  wilt  not  forfake  them,"    Here  yon  fee,  firft* 

'their  extreme  wants,  water  being  put  even  for  the  neceflaries 

of  life,  (a.)  Their  certain  relief,  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them ;  in 

which  it  is  foppofed  that  they  cry  unto  him  in  theW  ftraits ;  and 

he  hears  their  cry, 

Having  therefore  thefe  promifes,  why  frknrld  not  your  difr 
truftful  hearts  conclude  like  David's,  Pfal.  xxiii.  1.  "  The  Lor<f 
"  is  my  Shepherd,  I  (hall  not  want.'* 

Objection.  But  thefe  promifes  imply  conditions :  if  theyiverf 
abfoluie,  they  tvouU  afford  more  fatisfatJiM; 

Solution.  What  are  thofe  tacit  conditions  y6u  fpeak  of,  buf 
thefe :  ( 1 .}  That  either  he  will  fupply  or  fanftify  your  wants  : 
(2.)  That  you  (Ijall  have  fo  much  as  God  fees  fit  for  you.  And 
doth  this  trouble  you  f  Would  you  have  the  mercy  whether 
fenftified  or  no  ?  Whether  God  fees  it  fit  for  you  or  no  ?  Me? 
thinks  the  appetites  of  faints  after  earthly  things  (herald  not  be 
fo  ravenous,  to  feize  greedily  upon  any  enjoyment,  not  caring 
how  they  have  k.  .  ^ 

But  oh,  when  v/ants  pinch,  arid  we  fee  not  whence  fupplie* 
fhouldcome,  then  our  faith  in  the  promtfe  (hakes,  and  we,  like 
murmuring  Ifrael,  cry,  "  He  gave  bread,  can  he  give  water  al- 
"  fo?M  O  unbelieving  hearts!  When  did  Ms  promife  fail  ? 
Who  tver  trtifted  them,  and  ttas  afliamcd  >  May  not  God  upr 
braid  thee  with  thine  unreafonable  infidelity  ;  as  Jer.  ii.  31. 
•*  Have  I  been  a'wildefnefs  unto  you  ¥"  6c.  Or  as  Chrift  faidf 
to  the  difciples,  "  Since  1  was  with  you,  lacked  ye  any  thing  V* 
Yea,  may  you  not  upbraid  yoarfelves,  may  you  not  fay  with* 
good  old  Polycarp,  Thefe  many  years  I  have  ferved  Chrift,  ancf 
found  him  a  good  matter.  Indeed  he  may  deny  what  your, 
wantoonefs,  but  not  what  your  real  wants  call  for.  He  will  not, 
%  regard  the  cry  of  your  lufts,  nor  yet  defpife  the  cry  of  your  faith  5, 
though  he  will  not  indulge  and  humour  your  wanton  appetites* 
yet  he  wiH  not  violate  his  own  faithful  promifes.  Thefe  promifes. 
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#e  ydnr  beft  fecurlty  for  eternal  life ;  and  it  is  Arange  if  they 
ihouid  not  fatisfy  yon  for  daily -bread  :  remember  ye  the  words 
of  the  Lord,  and  folace  your  hearts  with  them  amidft  all  your 
wants,  it  is  laid  of  Epicdrus,  that  in  the  dreadful  fits  of  the 
chofic,  he  often  refremed  himfelf,  Ob  mempriam  inventorum, 
by  calling  to  mind  his  inventions  in  philofophy  :  and  of  Poffi- 
doniusthe  pbilofopber,  that  in  a  great  fit  of  the  fione  he  fola- 
ced  himfelf  with  difcourfcs  of  moral  virtue  :  and  when  the  paia 
twinged  him,  be  would  (ay,  Nihil agU,  dolors  quamvis  Jis  mo- 
Jeftus,  nunquam  corifitcior  te  effe  iridium  :  O  pain,  thoudoft  no- 
thing ;  though  thou  art  a  little  troublefome,  I  will  never  con- 
fiefs  thee  to  be  evil,  if  upon  fucti  grouods  as  thefe  they  could 
(upport  themfelves  under  fuch  grinding  and  racking  pains,  and 
even  delude  their  difeafes  by  them,  how  much  rather  Ihould  the 
precious  promifes  of  God,  and  the  fwect  experiences  which  have, 
gone  along  fiep  by  fiep  ^ith  them,  mate  you  to  forget  all  your 
wants,  and  comfort  you  in  every  fl rait, 

Confid.  3.  If  it  he  bad  now*  it  might  have  beenwprfe  s  hath 
God  denied  thee  the  tow/arts  (f  this  lije  ?  He  might  have  denied 
thee  Chrift,  peace,  and  pardon  al/bt  and  then  thy  cafe  had  been 
woful  indeed.  You  know  God  hath  done  fo  to  milliQnr  in  the 
world  :  how  many  Inch  wretched  objects  may  your  eyes  behold 
every  day,  that  have  no  comfort  in  hand,  nor  yet  in  hope,  are 
miierable  bete,  and  trill  be  fo  to  eternity  ;  that  have  a  bitter 
cup,  and  nothing  to  fweeten  it;  no,  not  fo  much  as  any  hope, 
that  it  will  be  better.  But  it  is  not  fo  with  you,  though  you  be 
poor  in  this  world,  «'  yet  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  king* 
**  dom  which  God  hath  promifed,"  Jam.  ii.  5.  O  learn  to  ftt 
fpiritual  riches  over  againfi  temporal  poverty.  Balance  all  your 
prefcot  troubles  with  your  fpiritual  privileges.  Indeed  if  God 
had  denied  your  fouls  the  robes  of  righteoufnefs  tocbatb  them, 
the  hidden  manda  to  feed  them,  the  heavenly  manfions  to  re- 
ceive them  ;  if  your  fouls  were  left  deftitute  as  well  as  your  bo- 
dies, you  mjght  well  be  penftve ;  but  this  consideration  hath  e- 
neogh  to  bring  the  considering  foul  fo  reft  under  any  outward. 
ftrait.  It  was  bravely  faid  by  Luther,  when  Want  began  to. 
pinch  him,  *  Let  us  be  contented  with  our  hard  fare  (faid  be), 
*  for  do  not  we  feaft  with  angels  upon  Chrjft,  the  bread  of  life  V 
"  And  bkfled  be  God  (faith  Paul)  who  hath  abounded  to  us  id 
"  all  fpiritual  bleflings,^  Eph.  i.  3.  .        ' 

Confid.  4.    This  afflitlion,  though  great,  is  not  fuch  an  offltc»> 

?ionf  hut  God  hath  far  greater,  with  which  he  cbafttfes  the  dear'- 

Jp  Moved  of  his  foul  in  this  worlds  iud  fliauid  he  remove  tbfe* 

.'    >G  z    •  '"-^     '    •  - 
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gnd  ioflift  tbofc,  yap  would  account  yoor  prefent  fttf*  +«<rp 

Comfortable  date,  ?nd  bWs  God  to  be  as  now  you  arf, 

What  think  ye,  firs  ?  Should  God  remove  yppr  prefept  too** 
blcs,  (apply  all  your  outward  w^ats,  give  ypn  thft  defiff  of 
Tour  hearts  in  creaturerfofpforts,  but  h\Q$  toif  fyce  firom  yan9 
Jhoot  his  arrows  ipto  your  fouls,  and  caufe  the  venpfu  $f  thoft 
fo  drink  up  yotir  fpirits  ?  ShopM  b*  leave  yoq  bm  *  ftv  dm 
fo  the  buffeting  of  $aten,  pud  bi$  blftWWKW  io^ftiouj 
ihould  he  hold  yoqr  eye*  but  n  few  night*  walking  with  botroft 
pf  confeiepep,  tofiiog  ?q  and  fro  till  *e  d*wn/wg  of  the  &J  * 
Ihould  he  lead  you  through  the  chambers  of  dtatht  <bew  yon 
f he  vjfioua  of  darknefs ;  and  make  his  terrors  fet  ttap&lv?*  if 
*rray  againft  you  :  The*  tell  qae  if  yon  W9»M  »9*  WW  k  % 
choice  mercy  to  he  hack  win  in  yqpr  former  ^cp/ntwo^  $o*4i^ 
tioo,  with  peace  of  c^fcfcpcs;  and  count  brad  *?4  w*tt* 
with  God's  favour,  a  happy  flatc?  O  thai,  take  heed  of  **, 
pimng.  Say  not  God  deal*  hardly  with  yon,  left  you  provoke 
pirn  to  convince  yon,  by  your  own  lenfe  aod  fceljoft  tfe*t  be 
fiath  worfe  rods  than  thefe  for  unfnbmiffive  nnd  fo> war  $  children, 
Confid.  5.  If  it  kt  had  new,  it  V>M  h*  fatet  Jl*rtfy< 
O  keep  thy  heart  by  that  copfideration  :  tfep  meajt  fr  the  bar-i 
fel  is  almoft  fpcqt ;  well,  be  it  fo,  why  (honld  that  traubke  «*t 
}f  lam  ahnoft  beyond  the  need  and  ufcof  al)  tfcef*  tltiq§8* 
The  traveler  hath  fpept  almoft  all  his  mopey,  bo**  A&Hft£  03 
fwo  left :  well,  4aith  he,  though  m,y  money  b*  almoft  ipeot* 
yet  my  journey  is  almoft  firufbed  too  $  I  at?  near  hocnr,  a&4 
then  I  (hall  be  fully,  fupplied.  If  there  be  no  c*n$ca  in  tl^ 
Jroufe,  yet  it  ^s  a  copfoijt  to  think  *M  i*  is  almoft  day,  aqdthe* 
there  will  be  no  need  of  capdjea.  I  am  afraid,  Chr^iao,  thon< 
spifreckoneft  thyfelf,.  w-hen  thou  thrpkeft  thy  proviAoAi?  *Imo(l, 
fgent,  apd  ypw  b/W  agre#  waj  to  trawl;  many  ye?ra;tio  live, 
and  nothing  to  lire  pppn  ;  U  may.  be  not  b*lf  fo.  many  a,?  thon^ 
Inppoleft ;  in  tbi$  be  confident,  if  thy  proviGon.bf  fp^ntA  citber 
frcftr  Applies  are  coming,  though  thon  feed  9.0^  from  whence^ 
qr  thou  art  nearer  thy  jpnrney'a  eo^thaathont  reckoned  thyfelf 
to.  be.  Ptfponding  foul,  doth  u  bocome  \  mm  or  woman  tra- 
vellLDg  upon  the  road,  to  that  heavenly  cixy,  wl^lmeft  arrived 
tl?ere,  witUn  a  few  days  journey  of  his  Father^  hp»fe»  where 
^11  hia  wants  fh^U  bp  fopplied^  to  ts^e  on  thjwt  afroM  ft  little 
meat,  drink,  c^cloaths,  which  I14  (ears  he  flwjl  want  by  the 
va.5  ?  It  \yas  %  npblaftyiogcl  th^  forty  M^wtfrs,  famew  ii^ 
the  EtcJefafticaL  fiery,  when  tnrned  out  .naked  in,  afrofty  n'tgbfc 
tjo.be  ftarved  to  death,  with  thffe  vrards,  they  comforted  one^ 
fgot^er,  ^»vf  \  %«p»u {4fc.    1[he  winter  indeed  is  &aro  an^ 
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0oidf  but  beaten  is  warm  and  comfortable ;   here  we  (turn  far 
cold*  bit  Abraham's  bofam  will  make  amends  for  alU 

Objetfipn  r.  But  J  may  dk  f%r  want. 

Sihakn,  (1.)  Whoever  did  fo?  When  were  the  righteous  for- 
fakejf?  (a.)  If  fo,  yoor  journey  is  ended,  and  you  fully  fopplieoV 

Object,  a*  A*  lamuot  fureyf  thuS  i  wero Ijnre  of  haven* 
if  wrr  another  mutter. 

Sol  Are  you  not  fare  of  that?  Then  you  have  other  mat* 
^ers  to  trouble  yoorfelves  about  than  thefe :  roethinks  thefe 
fhould  be  the  leaft  of  all  your  caret :  1  do  not  find  that  foul* 
MrpJeged  aod  troubled  about  the  want  of  Chrift,  pardon  of 
fin,  &c.  arc  ufnally  very  anxious,  or  follicirous  about  thefe 
Jfcings.  He  that  fer ioofly  pats  fech  qbeflions  aa  thefe.  What 
jfhall  I  do  to  he  (kvfd  ?  How  (hall  1  know  my  fin  is  pardoned  ? 
doth  dot  ufnally  tronbla  himfelf  with,  "  What  (hall  1  eat,  what 
"  (hall  I  drink,  fr  wherewith  (hall  I  be  cloathcd  ?" 

ConAd.  6.  Doth  s$  become  the  ctMrm  afjueb  a  Fatter  to  dtf- 
$eufi  tskf  all^kieney%  or  repine  at  amy  y  bu  dypenjatiom  ? 

Do  you  well  to  qneftion  his  case  and  love  upon  every  new 
f&igetyce  I  Say,  have  yon  not  been  afbamed  of  this  formerly  T 
flatb  not  your  Father's  fcafanabie  provifioos  for  you  in  former 
ftraits,  put  you  to  the  bWh,  and  made  you  refolve  ntver  to 
gaeftion  his  tave  and  care  any  more?  and  yet  will  yon  renew 
your  unworthy  fnfpickro&of  tuntaftftinZ  Difiogcuuous  child  X 
taafo*  thus  with  tibyfelf ;  If  I  perifa  for  want  of  what  is  good 
m>d  needful  foe  me,  it  mnft  either  be  becaofe  mj  Father  knows, N 
nor  niy  want*>  or  hath  not  wherewith  to  firpply  them:  or  clfe 
,  regards  not  what  becomes  of  me*  Which  of  thefe  (hall  I  charge, 
Won  him?  Mot  the  fir  ft;  for,  Mark  vi  3a.  "  My  Father 
."  knots  what  I  have  need  of  ;f'  qiy  condition  is  not  hid  front 
bins  ?  nor  the  feeond*  "  Far  the  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the 
V  fulnefsof  it,  Ffek  Mi*.  1-  His  name  is  God  alUfufficknt, 
Qe&,  xvii  1,  N4t  the  laft,  fer,,  "  as  a  father  pitieth  his  cbii- 
"  dren>  fa  the  Lord  pities  them  that  fear  him*"  Pfel;  ciii.  i> 
99  The  Lord  Is  exceeding*  pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercy/'  Jam.  v. 
**.  "  He  hears  the  young  ravens  when  they  cry,"  Job  xx&vKi. 
4*.  and  will  he  not  hear  me  ?•  "  Confider  (faith  Cbrift)  the. 
♦«  fowls  of  the  ah?/1  Matth,  vfc  a 6.  Not  the  fowls  at  the  door* 
tfca*  are.  every  day  fed  by  hand,  but  the  fowls  of  the  air,  that 
haye  none  to  provide  for  them.  Doth  he  feed  and  cbath  kin 
enemies,  aodwUl  he  forget  his  children?  He  heard  the  very 
cjy  of  Whroael  'undUhefet  Gen*  xjc>.  17.  O  my  unbelieving - 
heotf !  doft  thon  yet  doubt  ?•  Remember  Hagar  and  the  child* 

Conlid*  j.  Yoqt  poverty  is  not  your  fin,  but  your  <tffiftkn  on* 
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Jjjhi  if  by  Jinfut  means  you  have  not  brought  it  upon  your/elves  } 

and  if  it  be  but  an  affliction,  it  may  be  borne  the  eaJUrfcr  that*' 

It  is  hard  indeed  to  bear  an  affliction  coming  upon  us  as  the  . 
fruit  and  ponifliment  of  fin ;  when  men  are  under  trouble  upon 
that  account,  they  ufc  to  fay,  O  !  if  it  were  but  a  fingle  afflic- 
tion coming  from  the  hand  of  God  by  way  of  trial,  I  could  bear 
it,  but  I  have  brought  it  upon,my(clf  by  fin,  it  comes  as  the  pu« 
fiifhment  of  fin  ;  the  marks  of  God's  difpleafure  are  upon  it ; 
it  is  the  guilt  within  that  troubles  and  galls  more,  than  the 
want  without; 

But  it  is  not  To  here,  and  therefore  you  have  no  reafon  to  b$ 
caft  down  under  it. 

Obje&ion.  But  though  there  be  no  fling  <f  guilt,  yet  this  con- 
dition wants  not  other  flings  :  As  firftf  tie  di/credit  cf  religion  : 
I  cannot  comply  with  mine  engagements  in  the  world,  and  thereby 
religion  is  tike  to  fvjfcr. 

Solution.  It  is  well  you  have  an  heart  to  difcharge  every  duty, 
yet  if  God  difiblc  you  by  providence,  it  is  no  dilcrfdit.  to  your 
profeffion,  becaufe  you  do  not  that  which  you  cannot  do,  fo 
long  as  it  is  your  defire  and  endeavour  to  do  what. you  can  and 
ought  to  do ;  and  in  this  cafe  God's  will  is/ that  lenity  and  for- 
bearance be  exercifed  towards  you,  Dcot.  xxiv.  ia,  13. 

Objeft.  2.  But  it  grieves  me  to  heboid  the  neceffities  of  other 't 
whom  1  was  wont  to  relieve  and  rrfrr/b,  but  new  cannot , 

Sol.  If  you  cannot;  it  ctafes  to  be  your  duty,  and  God  ac- 
cepts the  drawing  out  of  your  foul  to  the  hungry  in  compaflioo* 
and  defire  to  help  them,  though  you  cannot  draw  forth  a  full" 
ptirfe  to  relieve  and  (upply  them. 

Objcft.  3.  But  1  find  Inch  a  condition  full  cf  temptations %    a 
fife  ctog  in  the  way  to  heaven* .  . 
.  Sol.  Every  condition  in  the  world  hath  its  clogs  and  attend- 
ing temptations;    and  were  you  in  a  profperous  condhioa,  you* 
might  there  meet  with^more  temptations  and  fewer  advantages7 
than  now  you  have :    For  though  I  confefs  poverty  hath  its 
temptations  as  Well  as  profperity,  yet  I  am  confident  profperiry1 
l>ath  not  thofe  excellent  advantages  that  poverty  hath :  For  here 
you  have  an  opportunity  to  difcovcr  the  fincerity  of  your  love- 
to  God,  when  y6o  can  live  upon  him,  and  find  enough  in  him, 
2nd  conftantly  fojlow  hi.n,  even  when  all  external  inducements 
and  motives  fail.     And  thus  I  have  (hewed  you  how  to  keep 
your  hearts  from  the  temptations  and  dangers  attending  a  poor 
and  low  condition  in  the  world,  when  want  pinches,  and  the 
heart  begins  to  fink,  then  improve  and  bk£  God  for  thefe  helps.  > 
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*  Sectfm  6.   *  The  fiKth  feafoa  of  expretflog  this  diligence  to 

*  keeping  the  heurt,  is  the  feafon  of  doty  \  when  wc  draw  nigh 
!  to  God  in  public,  private/  or  fecret  duties,  then  it  is  time  to 

*  look  to  the  heart ;  for  the  vanity  of  the  heart  feldotn  difcovcrs 
f  itfelf  more  than  at  Tuch  times.    How  oft  doth  the  poor  foul 

*  ory  out,  0  'Lord !  how  tain  would  I  ferve  thee,  .hut  yaia 

*  thoughts  will  not  let  me ;  I  came  to  open  my  heart  to  thee,  to 

*  delight  my  foul  in  communion  with  thee,  hut  my  corruptions* 

*  have  fet  upon  me:   Lord,  call  off  thefe  vain  thoughts,  and 
'  fuffer  them  not  to  proftitute  the  foul  which  is  efpoufed  to  thee, 

*  before  thy  face/    The  fixth  cafe  then  is  this,  t 
Cafe  6.  How  the  heart  may  be  kept,  from  di/lraltions  by  vain 

2 bought s,  in  the  time  of  duty. 

There  is  a  twofold  diftraclton  or  wandering  of  the  heart  in> 
duty  :     (r.)  Voluntary  and  habitual,  Pfalm  lxxv'tfi.  8.  "  Thjey 
**  fet  not  their  hearts  aright,  and  their  fpirit  was  not  ftedfaik 
"  with  God*"    Tais'  is  the  cafe  of  formalifh*  and  it  proceeds 
from  the  want  of  an  holy  bent  and  inclination  of  the  heart  to* 
God ;  their  hearts  are  under  the  power  of  .their  luft,  and  there- 
fore it  is  bo  wonder  they  go  after  their  ltift,  even  when  they  are; 
about  holy  things,  Ezek.  xxxiti.  31.    (2.)  Involuntary  and  la«» 
inented  diffractions,   fcom.  vii.  21— 24.    "  I  find  thenalawr 
4*  that  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  me ;  O  wretch- 
*'  ed  map  that  ram/*  §c.   This  proceeds  not  from  the  want 
of  a  holy  bent  and  aim,  but  from  the  weaknefs  and  imperfection* 
pf  grace.    And  in  this  cafe  the  foul  may  make  the  like  com-, 
plaint  again  (I  its  own  corruptions  that  Abijah  did  again  ft  Jero- 
boam, z  Chron.  xiii.  6,  7.   "  Yet  Jeroboam  the  fbn  of  Nebat 
41  is  rifen  up  againft  his  Jord,  yrben  Rehoboam  was  young  and 
*'  tender-hearted^  and  could  not  witbftand  him,  and  there  are 
•*.  gathered  unto  him  vain  men*  the  children  of  Belial."  Grace 
nath  dominion,  but  lufts  are  mutinous  and  feditious,  daring, 
the  infancy  thereof,    But  it  is  not  s»y  bufioefs  to  (hew  you 
how  thefe  diffractions  come  into  the  heart,  but  rather  how  to*. 
get  and  keep  them  out  of  the,  heart :    in  order  whereunto  take>, 
thefe  ten  following-helps.  ■        [ 

Help  1.  Sequcfter  yourfelves  from  all  earthly  employments/ 
and  fet  apart  ibme  time  for  lolecnn  preparation  to  meet  God  it* 
doty :  You  cannot  come  reeking  hot  out  of  the  world  into  God'* 
prefence,  but  you  will  find  a  tang  of  it  in  your  duties:  It  is. 
with  the  heart  a  few  minutes  fince  plunged  in  the  world,  now 
at  the  feet  of  God,  ju'ft  as  with  the  (eaaf^er  a  ftorm,  which  ftilli." 
continues  working,  muddy,  and  diftjuiet,  though  the  wind  be. 
laid,  and  llorrn  over :  Thy  heart  mull  have  fomc  time  to  fettle* 


$6  ifsmt  to  keep  the  Heart l/rmh  Htmdtring  htthtfy. 
There  arc  lew  ftmfidau*  that  can  take  down  a  late  or  *ioT,  }&$ 
ptay  prefently  opon  it,  without  (bate  time  to  tftne  rt ;  there  ar< 
few  CKriftians  can  prefently  fey,  as  Pfalm  Ivit.  7.  u  0  God,  my 
**  heart  i*  fixed,  it  infixed."  O  whea  fhoo  gpeft  fa  God  in 
say  duty,  tike  thy  heart  afide,  and  fay,  O  my  foul,  Lam  now 
addreffiog  myfelf  to  the  greatefl  work  that  ever  a  creature  was 
employed  about:  I  am  going  into  the  awful  prefeuce  erf  God 
about  bofinefs  of everia  fling  moment. 

Oh  my  ftrol;  leave  trifling  now,  be  coebpofed,  Watchful,  fc- 
notis,  this  is  no  common- work ;  it  is  God* work,  fouf-workj 
eternity-work.  I  am  now  going  forth  bearing  feed,  which 
will'  bring  forth-  frnit  to  life  or  death  in  the  world  to  come  j 
paufe  a  while  upon  thy  fins,  wanes,  troubles ;  keep  thy.  thought* 
a  while  onr  thefe  before,  thou  addrefi  thyfclf  10  duty.  David 
firft  mufed,  and  then  fjnke  with  his  tongue,  Ffal.  xxxix.  3,  4.. 
So  Wal.  xlr.  u  "  My  heart  is  inditing,*, pc. 

HHp  2.  Having  compofed  thy  heart  by  previous*  medltacTon^ 
ftrefentiy  ftta  guard  upon  thy  fenfes :  How  often  are  poor  CHri- 
Atana  in  danger  of  lofiag  the  eye*  of  their  mind  by  ihcrfe  of 
their  body ;  for  this  Job  covenanted  with  his  feufes,  chap.  xxxi. 
1.  for  this  David  prayed,  Ptil.  cxix.  37.*  «*  Turn  away  mine 
44  eyes  from  beholding  vanity*  and  quicken  thou  me  ty  thy  way.* 
This*,  may  'fenre  to  expound  that  myftical  Arabian  proverb^ 
which  advifes  to  '  (hut  the  windows  that  the,  houfe  may  be 

*  light  :'■  ft  were  excelieju  if  yon  could  (ay  in  your  onfets  npod. 
duty,  as  an  holy  man  once  did,  when*  he  came  off  from  duny  : 

,  Claudimini,  oculi  met,  daudimini,  Src.  *  Be  flint;  0  mine  eyes, 

*  be  fhut :   for  it  is  impoflSblc  you.ftiould  ever  fee  foch  beaut  J 

*  andgjexy  in  any  creature,  as  I  have  now  fcen  in  Godi'  tbij 
had  need  avoid  all  occafions  of  diftradlon  from  without,  for  be 
fore  yon  will  meet  enough  from'  within.  Intention  of  fpirir  in 
the  work  of  God,  locks  up  the  eyek  and  ear  /gairrft  vanity: 
"When  Marcellus  entered1  the.gates  of  Syracnfe,  Archimedes  was 
lb  intent  about  his  mathematical  (cherae,  that  he  took  no  notice 
of  the  (bidiers  when:  they  entered  his  very  ftudy  with  drawn 
fwords ;  a  fervent  cannot  be  a  vagrant  heart* 

Help  j.  RegifGbda  mortified  fancy.  A  working  fancy* 
filth  one,  row  much  focver  it  pe  extoHed  among  men,  is  a  great 
(hare  to  the  foul ;  except  it  work  in  fellowihip  with righr  reafon, 
and  a  fenftifled  heart  *  The  phantafy  is  a  power  of  the  font 

S laced*  between  the  fenfes  and  the  under (Vandiog;  it  is  that  whicH 
rflfftfrs  itfelf  in  the  foul,  and  by  its  motions  the  other  powers 
arcftirred;  it  is  the  common  (hop  where  thoughts  are  firfl 
fo^ed «nd framed;  andasthisir,  (bare  they j  if  imaghmkws  t, 


ito w  fo  k&j>  tie  ffeart  from  wandering  in  Duty.  $?f 
fee-hot. firft  cad  down,  it  is  impoflibJethat  every  thought  of  tfic 
iieart  (hould  be  brought  into  .obedience  Co  Qhrift,  2Cor.  x.  £• 
^JThis  fancy  is  naturally  the  w  II  deft  and  moft  un tameable  power 
*in  the  foul.  Some  Christians,  e/pecklly  fucb  as  are  of  hot  and 
dry  constitutions,  have  much  to  do  with  it. 

And  truly,  the  more  fpiritual  the  heart  is,,  the  more  it  is 
troubled  about  the  vanity  and  wildnefs  of  it.  O  what  a  fad 
'thing  It  is  !  that  thy  nobler  foul  muft  lackey  up  and  down  after 
a. vain  and  roving  fancy,  .that  fuch  a  beggar  (bould  ride  on  hor/e- 
t>ack,  and  fuch  a  prince  run  after  oU  foot.;  that  it  (bould  call 
6ff  the  foul  from  attendance  upon  God.,  when  it  is  moft  fweetly 
engaged  in  communion  with  him,  to  profecme  fuch  vanities  as 
it  will  ft  art  at  fuch  tunes  before  it  I  beg  earneftly  of  God  that 
the  power  of  jan&ificatron  may  once  come  upon  it.  Some 
"Curiftians  have  attained  fuch  a  degree  of  fancTification  of  their 
^fancies,  that  they  ha«e  had  fuch  fweetnefs  left  Upon  their  hearts 
*by  the  fpiritual  workings  of  it  in  the  nighufeafon  :  When  thy 
Taney  is  more  mortified,  thy  thoughts  will  be  more  orderly  anft 
!fixed. 

Help  4.  Jj?  thou  wdu/dfl  keep  thy  heart. from  thofe  vain  ex» 
*urfionst  realize  So  thyfeff  by  faith,  the  holy  and  awful  pnefencp 
\ff  Cod  in  duties. 

If  die  prefence  of  a  grave  mm  will  compofe  us  to  feriotifiiefi, 
■how  much  more  the  prefence  of  an  holy  God  ?  Thinkeft  thou 
thy  foul  durft  be  fp  gay  and  light,  if  the  fenfe  of  adivine  eye 
Were  upon  it  i  Remember  the  plaqe  where  thou  art  is  the  place 
of  his  feet,  Ifa.lx.  13.  aft  fairh  upon  the  omnifdeocy  of  <?o4. 
"  All  the  churches  {hall  know  that  I  am  be  that  fearcheth  the 
*'  heart,  trietb  the  reins,  and  1  will  give  to,every  one  of  you 
"  according  to  jour  works,"  Rcvfc  ii.  ,23.  "  All  things  are  na- 
**  ked  and  open  to^the  eyes  of  hkn  with  whom  we  have  tod*,** 
Heb.  iv.  u.  Realize  his  infinite  holinefs.;  into  what  a  ferious* 
compofed  frame  did  the  fight  of  God,  in  his  holinefs,  put  the 
fpirit  of  the  prophet  ?  tf.  vi.  5.  Laborir  alfo  to  get  upon  thy 
heart  due  aj>prehenfious  of  the  greatnofs  of  God,  fuch  as  Abra- 
ham had,  Gen.  xviii.  27.  "  I  that  am  but  duft  and  afties  have 
4<  talcen  upon  me  to  fpeak  to  God."  And  laftly,  remember 
the  jealoufy  of  God,  bow  tender  he  is  over  his  worfhip,  Lev. 
3c •  3.  "  And  Mofes  faid  to  Aaron,  This  is  that  th£  Lord  fpake^ 
**  faying,  I  will  be  fancYifieji  in  them  that  come  nigh  me,  and 
"  before  all  the  .people  I  will  be  gfoiificd." 

'  A  roan : that  is  praying  (faith  Bernard)  (hould  bebave  bim,- 
*  felf  as  if  he-were  entering  into  the  court  of  heaven,  where  hp 
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'  §9        &ow  to  Seep  the  Heart  from  hvdnSering  in  Huty. 

*  fees  the  Lord  upon  his  throne,  f  urrounded  with  ten  thddfaod 

*  of  his  angcis  and  faints  miniftring  unto  him/  When  thou 
comcft  ftora  a  duty  in  which  thy  heart  hath  been  toying  and 
pandering,  thou  mayeft  fay,  Verily,  God  was  in  this  place,  ani 
V  knew  it  not.  Suppofe  ail  the  im  pertinencies  and  vanities 
which  Have  part  through  thine  heart  in  duty  were  Written  oof, 
and'interlraed  Wjth  thy  petitions  j  cotfldefY  thou  have  the  facefe 
prefcGt  it  to  God  ?  Should  thy  tongue  but  utter  all  the  thoughts 
of  thy  heart  in  prayer,  would  not  men  abhor  thee  ?'  Why,  thy 
thoughts  are  vocal  to  God,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  a.  if  thou  Wert  pe- 
titioning the  kifcgfor  thy  life,  would  it  not  provoke  him  to  fee 
thee  piayfa£  with  H^y  bandftririgs,  or  catching  at  every  fly  that 
lights  upon  thy  cloa'tfo^  wh'ilft  thou  art  fpeaking  td  him  about 
fuch  ferious  matters  V  "©  think  fadly  upon  {hat  licripture,  P&L 
lxxxvii.  7.  •'  God  is  greatlytobe  feared  iri  the  aflfemblies  of  his 

•*'"  faints^  and  to  tie  had  in- reverence  of  all'  them  that  are  round 
"  about  him.'*  Why  dW  God  defcend  rothunderings  and  light- 
fiirjgs,  and  dafk  clouds  upon  Sinai?  Exod.  xix.  iO— 18.  Why 
did  the  mountains  fmoke  under  him  ?  The  people  quake  ana 
tremble  round  about  him,  yea,  Mofe*  himfclf  not  exempted  ? 
hut  to  teadf  the  people  that  great  truth,  Heb.  xii.28,  2y. 
■  •'  Let  us  have  grace  whereby  we  may  ferve  him  acceptably, 
•  "  with  reverence  ancT  godly  fear,  for  our  God  is  a  cocfuming 
<f  fire  V*  Prefettt  God  tfeifs  before  thee,  and  thy  vain  heart 
will  quickly  be  reduced  to  a  more  ferious  frame. 

Help  5.  Maintain  a  praying  frame  of  heart  in  the  intervah 
ef  duty.  Vfhat  is  the  reafon  our  hearts  are  fo  dull,  carelefs, 
and  wandering,  when  we  come  to  fieaf  or  pray,  but  becaufc 
there  have  been  fuch  long  iutetfmifltioris  iri  otir  communion  with 
God  ;  by  reafon  whereof  the  heart  is  out  of  a  praying  frame  ? 
If  that  fpiritual  warmth,  thofe  holy  impreffiori*  we  carry  from 
<jod  in  one  duty,  were  tut  preferred  to  kindle  another  duty,  it 
would  be  of  marvellous  advantage  to  keep  the  heart  intent  and 
ferious  with  God. 

To  this  purpofe  thofe  intermediate  ejaculations,  betwixt  (tatcd 
and  folemn  duties,  are  of  moft  fweet  and  excellent  ufe ;  t  by 
thefe  one  duty  is,  as  it  were,  linked  to  another,  and  fo  the  foul, 
*s  it  were,  wraps  up  itielf  in  a  chain  of  duties.  That  Chri- 
stian fefrdom  miffeshis  mark  in  folemn  duty,  that  (hoots  up  many 
of  thefe  darts  in  the  intervals  of  duty.  It  is  an  excellent  com- 
mendation Chrift  beftows  upon  the  fpoufe,  Cant.  iv.  r  1.  "  Thy 
•*'  lips,  O  my  fpoufe,  drop  as  the  Honey -comb.*'  Upon  which 
fexxone  gives  this  fweet  note  ;  The  honey-comb  drops  aclually 
Utn  iometiines,  but  it  always  hangs  full  of  fwect  drops  ready 


Honvto  keep  the  Heart  from  wondering  in  Duty.  $9 , 
^JJI :  If  our  ejaculations  were  more,  our  lamentations  upon  • 
rBis  account  would  be  fewer  .  * 

.  Help  6,  Endeavour  to  engage  and  raife  thy  affeclions  to  God  in 
dkfyt  if  thou  wouldji  have  thy.  dijtraffions  cured. 

'  A  drooping  eye,  and  a  melting  heart,  are  fcldom  troubled ,as 
others  are  upon  this  account :  When  the  fool  is  intent  upon 
any  work,  it  gathers  in  its  ftrength,  and  bends  all  the  thoughts 
about  it ;  and  when  it  i^deepjy  affe&ed,  it  will  be  intent :  the  . 
jarFcclions  command  the  thoughts  to  go  after  them ;  deadnels 
cauf-s  diftraiftioa.,  and  diftraftioh  iocreafes  deadnefs  :  Could 
you  but  look  upon  duties  as  the  galleries  of  communion  in  which . 
yem  walk  with  God",  where  ^our  foqls  may  be  filled  with  thqfe 
raviflirng  and  ma tchlefs  delights  that  are  in  his  prefence,  yqur 
foul  would  not  offer  to  ftir  from,  thence. 

it  is  with  the  heart  in  duty,  ras  it  is  with  thofe  that  dig  for 
golden  ore;  they  try  here,  and  finding  none*  try  there;  apd  id 
go  from  place  to  place,  till  at  laft  they  hit  upon  the  rich  vein, 
and  there  they  fa  down.  If  thy  heart  could  but  once  hit  the 
rich  vein  ip  duty,  it  would  dwell  and  abide  there  with  delight 
and  conftancy.  "  O.  how  I  love  thy  law,  it  is  my  meditatioo 
•*  day  and  night .!"  P(J.  cxix.  97.  The  foul  could  dwell  day 
and  night  upon  its  knees,  when  once  its  delights,  loves,  and  de- 
fies are  engaged.  Wfhat  is  the.re.afoa  yaur  hearts  arc  fo  (buffiing, 
cfpecially  in  tecret  duties?  Whyjaxe  you  ready  to  be  gone,  aJ- 
moft  as  loon  as  you  are  come  into  the  prefence  oi  God,  but  be* 
ca,ule  your  affections  arc  90*  engaged  I 

Help  7.  Mourn  over  f  he  mat  far  to  Gjsd,  and  call  in  ejfiftance 
from  heaven*  when  vain  thoughts,  ajfault  thy  heart  in  duty. 

When  the  meflenger  of  Satan  buffeted  Paul  by  wicked  in- 
jections, as  is  fuppofed,  be  goes  to  God,  and  mourns  over  it  be- 
fore him,  2  Cor.  xii-  8:  never,  flight  wandering  thoughts  in  du- 
ty as  fmall  matters :    follow  every  vain  thought  with  a  deep  - 
figh,  turn  thee  to  God,  with  fuch  words  as  thefe  ;  iord,  I  came 
hither  to  fpeak  with  thee,  and  here  a  bufy  devij  and  a  vain  heart 
cpnfpiring  together  have  fct  upon  rnc.  O  my  God !  what  an  heart 
have  I  ?    Shall  1  never  wait  upon  thee  without  diftraftion  !  when  . 
ihall  I  enjoy  an  hour  of  free  communion  with  thee  ?     Help  m% 
iny  God,  this  once;  do  but  difpJay  thy  glory  before  mine  eyes, 
and  my  heart  (ball  quickly  be  recovered  :  Thou  knoweft  I  came 
hitfcer  to  enJ9y  thee,  and  (hall  I  go  away  without  thee  ?     See# 
how  the  heart  of  thy  poor  child  works  towards  thee  !  flrives  to  ♦ 
4*et  near  thee,  but  cannot :  My  heart  is  a-ground,  "  come  thou 
-*.  jpprth-wihd,  blow  fouth-wind  ;"  0  for  a  frcfii  galeiiow  fa^ . 

»  2 


4So        How  to  keep  the  Start  from  wandering*  in  Duty.1 

tHy  Spirit,  to  fct  my  aftcftioos  a-flbat !  Cooldft  thoo  bat  tfcn«. 
affectionately  bewail  thy.  diftra&ions  to  God,  thoo  migfcteft  ob- 
tain help  ami  deliverance  from  them :  He  wctold  fay  ta  Satan^ 
and  thine  imperious  lufh,  as  Ahafuerus  (aid  of  Hainan,  What; 
wnl  he  force  the  queen  before  my  face  ?  Who  are  thefe,  that 
fet  upon  my  child  in  my  work  add  prefedce  ? 

Help  8  Look  upon  the  fuccefs  and  fweetnefs  of'  thy  duties,  as 
very  much  depending  upon  the  keeping  rf  thy  heart  etcje  ivkfi  Coif 
in  thete 

Tbde  two  things,  the fikcefe audJ fweetnefi of  duty,  areas, 
dfear  to  a  Christian  as  his  two  eyes;  and1  both  of  thtfe  mpffne- 
cefFarily  be  loft;  if  the  heart  be  loft  in  duty.  Job  xxfcv*  13. 
44  Surely,  Godheareth  not  vanity,  neither  doth  the  Almighty 
"  regard  it."  The  promife  is  made  to  an  heart  engaged',  Jer. 
xxix.  13.  "  Then  (half  ye  feek  me,  and  find  me,  viren  yeftiaU 
••  iearch  forme  with  all  your  hearts."  Well,  then,  when  thou; 
findeft  thy  heart  under  the  power  of  deadnefs  and  diftrafiion, 
fey  to  thy  foot  O  what  do  I  lofe  by  a  carelef*  heart  n$wj  my. 
praying  times  are  thechciceft  parts,  the  golden  fpots  of  alt  my 
time  :  Could  I  bnt  get' up  this  heart  with  God,  I  might  now 
pbuin  fuch  mercies  as  would  be  matter  for  a  long  to  all  eter- 
nity. 

*  Help  9.  Look  upon  it  as  a  great  Sfcoyery  rf  the  fincerity  ov 
bypocrify  of  your  hearts,  according  as  you  find  them  cartful,  or 
carelefr,  in  this  tnatfer. 

Nothing  will  flartle  an  upright  heart  more  than  this  :  What, 
(Ball  I  give  way  to  a  cuftomary  wandering  of  heart  from  God  K 
Shall  the  fpot  of  the  hypocrite  appear  upon  my  fool  ?  They  in- 
deed can  drodge  on  in  the  round  of  duty",  never  regarding  the 
frames  of  their  hearts,  Ezel^  xxxtii.  31,  32.  but  (halt  I  do  fo  I 
When  men  come  into  the  prefence  chamber,  and  the  king  is  not; 
there,  tb^y  bow  to  the  empty  chair.  .0  never  let  me  be  fatis- 
fied  with  empty  dories !  never  let  me  takd  my  leave  of  a  duty, 
4*  until  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  king,  the  Lord  of  hods." 

Help  10.  Laftfy,  It  will  he  of  fpecial  ufe  to  keep  thine  heart 
with  God  in  duties,  to  confider  what  influence  alt  thy  duties  have 
into  thy  eternity. 

Theft?  are  your  feed-times,  and  what  you  fow  in  ,your  duties 
in  this  world,  you  mud  look  to  reap  the  fruits  of  it  in  another 
world,  Gal.  vi.  7,  8.  IF  yon  fow  to  the  flefti,  of  that  yon  (hall, 
reap  corruption ;  but  if  to  the  Spirit,  life  evcrlafting.  O  my 
•tool,  anfwer  ferioofly,  wouldft  thou  be  willing  to  reap  the  frail 
of  vanity,  in  the  world  to  come  ?  Daraftr  thou*  fey,  when  thy 
tteugh|s  a^  roving  to  the  cads  of  the  cajth  in  duty,  when* 


Ifow  to  keep  the  Heart  from  revengeful  Mctidns.        6% 

thou  fcarce  miodeft*  what  thoa  fayeft  or  hcareft ;  now,  Lord,  j 
am  fowicg  to  the  Spirit ;  now  I  am  providing,  aod  laving  up 
for  eternity  ;  now  I  am  feekiog  for  glpry,  honour,  andlmmor* 
faHty ;  now  I  am  ftrivipg  to  enter  in  at  the  fttait  gate ;  now  I 
*m  taking  tfce  kingdom  of  heaven  by  an  holy  violence  t  O  fuch 
a.  oonfideration  as  this  (hould  make  the  multitudes  of  vain] 
thpughes  that  prefs  in  upon  the  heart  in  duty,  to  fly  ieven  ways 
before  it.  And  thus  I  have  fliewn  you  how  to  keep  your,  hearts 
ill  the  times  of  duty. 

Seafbn  7.  *'  The  feveoth  feafon  calling  for  more  than  common; 
'diligence  to  keep  the  heart,  is,  when*  we  receive  injuries,  and. 
4  abules  from  men.    Such  is  the  depravednefs  and  corruption. 

*  of'  man  in  his  coliapfed  (rate,  that  homo  homini  lupus  >  one  man. 

*  h  become  a  tuo!fy  a  tyger,  ta  another:  They,  are,  as  the  pro* 
4  phet  complains,  Hab.  i.  14.  "  As  the  fUhes  of  tbefea,  and  as 
4  V  the  creeping  things,  that  have  no  ruler  over  trkm ;"  aod  as. 
4  wicked  men  are  auel  and"  oppreffivc  one  to  another,  fo  they 
4  confpire  together  to  abufe  and  wrong  the  people  of  God,  as 

*  the  fyme  prophet  complains,  ver.  13,  "  The  wicked  devour- 
4  "  eth  the  man  that  is  more  righteous  than  he."  Now  when 
4  we  are  thus  ahufed  and  wronged,  it  is  hard  to  keep  the  heart 
4  from  revengeful  motions  3  to  make  it  meekly  and1  quietly  to 
4  commit  the  caufe  to  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly ;  to  eiercifc 
4  no  other  affection  but  pity  towards  them  that  abufe  us.  Sure> 
4  ly  the  fpirit  that  is  in  us  lufteth  to  revenge,  but  it  mud  not  be 
4  fo ;    you  have  choice  helps  in  the  gofpel  to  keep  down  your 

*  hearts  from  fuch  finful  motions  againft  your  enemies,  and  to 

*  fweeten  your  imbittered  fpirits.*  The  feventh  cafe,  then, 
{hall  be  this, 

Cafe  7.  how  a  Chrifiian  may  keep  his  heart  from  revengeful 
motions,  wide?  the  great  eft  injuries  and  abufis  from  men.  ■ 

The  gofpel,  indeed,  allows  a  liberty  to  vindicate  our  into- 
cency,  and  aflert  our  rights,  but  not  to  vent  our  corruption^ 
and  invade  God's  right.  When,  therefore,  thou  findeft  thy 
heart  begin  to  be  inflamed  by  revengeful  motions,  prefently  ap- 
ply the  following  remedies;  and  the  firft  is  this, 

Remedy  1.  Urge  upon,  thy  heart  the  fever  §  prohibitum*  of  re* 
venge  by  the  lav;  of  Cod.  Rememher  that  this  is  forbidden  fruit, 
how  pleafaot  and  lufcious  foever  it  be  to  our.  vitiated  appetites. 
O,  laith  nature,  revenge  is  fweet :  O  but,  faith  God,  the  ef- 
fects thereof  fnall  be  bitter.  How  plainly  hath  Ood  interdicted 
this  flefti-pleafing  Cn,  Prov.  xx.  22.  "  Say  not,  I  will  reeom- 
44  pence  evil.*  Prov.  xxiv.  29.  "Say  not  I  will  do  fo  to  him  as 
«  he  hath  done  to  me."    Roqlj&.  17.  *r  Recompencc  to  no 
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".man  evil  for  evil." v  And  ver.  iy.  "  Avcogc  not  yourfelves, 
**  but  rather  give  place  to  wrath."    Nay,  that  is  not  all ;    but 
Prov.  xxv.  21.    "If  thine  enemy  hunger,   feed  him  ;    if  he 
"  thirfr,   give  him  drink."    The  word  feed  him,  as  critics  ob* 
Jerve,  fignifies  to  feed  chearfnlly,  and  tenderly,  as  birds  do  their 
young  ones  :    The  fcripture  is  a  great  friend  to  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  human,  fociety,  which  can  never  be  preferved,  if ' 
revenge  be  not  depofed.    It  was  wont  to  be  an  argument  urged.. 
by  the  Chriftians  to  prove  their  religion  to  be  fupernatuaral  and, 
pure,  that  forbids  revenge,  which  is  Jo  fweet  to  nature;    and 
verily  it  is  a  tboufand  pities  fuch  an  argument  (hould  be  lofh. 
Well,   then,  awe  your  hearts  with  the  authority  of  God  m 
thefc  fcriptures,  and  when  carnal  reafon  faith,  mine  enemy  de- 
serves to  be  hated,  let  confetence  reply,  but  doth  God  defervc 
to  be  difobeyed  ?     Thus,  and  thns,  hath  he  done,  and  fo  he 
hath  wronged  me ;    but  whit  hath  God  done,  that  I  (hould 
wrong  him  ?    if  he  dare  he  fo  bold  to  break  the.  peace,  (hall  I 
be  fo  wicked  to  break  the  precept  ?     If  he  fears  not  to  wrong 
me,  (hall  not  I  fear  to  wroog  God  ?    Q  let  the  fear  of  God's, 
threatnings  reprefs  fuch  fiVuI  motions.. 

Remedy  2.  Set  before  your  eyes  the  moft  eminent  patterns  of. 
meeknefs  and  Jbrgivenefs,  that  ydur  Jouls  may  fall  m  love  with^ 
ihem. 

This  is  the  way  to  put  off  thofc  common  pleas  of  the  flefli^ 
for  revenge:  As  thus,  no  man  would  bear  fuch  an  affront:. 
Yes,  fuch  and  fuch  have  borne  as  bad  and  worfe.  I  (hail  be 
reckoned  a  coward,  a  fool,  if  I  pafs  by  this :  No  matter,  as 
long  as  1  follow  the  examples  of  the  wrfeft,  and  holieft  of  men.*, 
©ever  did  any  fufTer  more,  and  greater  abufes  from  men,  than 
Chrift  did,  and  never  did  any  carry  it  more  peaceably,  and  for* 
gtvingly,  Ifa.  liii.  7.  "He  was  opprefled,  and  he  was  afBi&ed,  yet 
"  he  opened  not  his  mouth ;  he  was  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the 
4€  (laughter,"  6c.  This  pattern  of  our  Lord  the  apoftle  fets 
before  you  for  your  imitation,  1  Pet.  ii.  2*,  22,  23.  "  For, even. 
**  hereunto  are  you  called,  becaufe  Chrift  aifo  fufTered  for  us, 
•'  leaving  us  an  example  that  we  (hould  follow  his  Oeps  :  Who' 
44  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  ;  when  he  fuflfcred, 
*'  he  threatened  not,  but  committed  himfelf  to  him  that  judg- 
**  eth  righteoufly:"  To  be  of  a  meek,  forgiving  fpirit,  is 
Chrift-like,  Godlike;  "  then  (hall  you  be  the  children  of 
**  your  Father,  which  is  in  heaven  ;  for  he  maketh  his. fun  to 
44  rife  upon  the  evil  and  upon  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on. 
46  the  juft  andunjuft,"  Matth.  v.  45  How  eminently,  alfo« 
did  this, Spirit  of  Chrift xeft  upon  Jiis  apoflles  ?    .Never  w$rc„ 
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there  fuch  men  upon  earth  for  true  excellency  of  fpirit.  None 
Were  ever  abufcd  more,  or  buffered  their  abufes  better.  "  Being 
*'**  reviled  (fay  they)  we  blefs ;  being  perfected,  we  fuffer  it  y 
4€  being  defamed,  we  in  treat,"  1  Cor  tv.  12,  13  Mr  Calvin, 
though  a  man  of  a  quick  fpirit,  yet  had  attained  fuch  a  degree 
of  this  Chrift-like  forgivenefs,  that  when  Luther  had  ufed 
Tome  opprobrious  language  of  him,  the  good  man  faid  no 
.  more  but  this,  *  Although  he  fhould  call  die  devil,  yet  I  will 
v  acknowledge  him  to  be  an  eminent  fervant  of  Jcfus  Chrift/ 

I  have  often  heard  it  reported  of  holy  Mr.  Dod,  that  when 
one,  enraged  at  his  ciofc,  convincing  do&rine,  picked  a  quar- 
rel with  hida,  fmote  him  00  the  face,  anddaftied  out  two  of  his 
'  teeth ;  this  meek- fervant  of  Chrift  fpit  out  the  teeth  and  blood 
into  his  hdod,  and  faid,  See,  herer  yoq  have  knocked  out  two  of 
my  teeth,  and  that  without  any  juft  provocation  ;  but  on  con- 
dition I  might  do  your  foul  good,  1  would  give  you  leave  to 
daft  out  all  the  reft.  Here  is  the  excellency  of  a  Chriftian's 
fpirit,  above  all  the  attainments  of  moral  heathens  :  Though  they 
were  excellent  at  many  other  things,  yet  they  could  never  attain 
this  forgiving  fpirit.  It  is  the  firlt  office  of  juflice,  faid  Tully, 
CO  hurt  no  body,  unlefs  firft  provoked  by  an  injury  ;  whereup- 
on Lallan ti us,  O'quam  ftmplictm  veramque  fententiam,  duorum 
uerboram  adjeBione,  corrupit !  What  a  dainty  fentence  fpoiled 
-the  orator,  by  adding  thole  two  laft  words  J  Strive  then  for  this 
'excellency  of  fpirit,  which  is  the  proper  excellency  of  Chri- 
ftians ; "  da  fome  lingular  thing  that  others  cannot  do,  and  then 
you  will  have  a  teftimony  in  their  confeiences.  When  Mofes 
out-did  the  magicians,  they  were  forced  to  confefs  the  finger 
of  God  in  that  bufinefs. 

Remedy  3.  Cenfider  well  the  quality  of  the  per/on  that  hatff 
nvronged  thee ;  either  he  is  a  good  man,  or  a  wicked  man,  that 
bath  done  thee  the  injury  :  If  he  be  a  good  man,  there  is  light 
and  tendernefs  in  his  conference,  and  that  will  bring  him  at  laft 
to  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  he  hath  done;  however,  Chrift  hath  for- 
given him  greater  injuries  than  thefe,  and  why  (houldft  not 
thou?  Will  not  Chrift  upbraid  him,  with  any  of  thofe 
wrongs  done  to  him,  but  frankly  forgive  him  alt ;  and  wilt 
thou  take  him  by  the  throat  for  fome  petty  abuie  that  he  hath 
done  to  thee  I 

Or  is  he  a  wicked  man  ?   If  fo,  truly  you  have  more  need  to 

exercife  pity,  than  revenge  towards  him,  and  that  upon  a  double 

account :  For,  (1.)  He  is  befide  himfeljf,  fo  indeed  is  every  un- 

*  converted  finner,  Luke  xv.  1,7.     Should  you  go  into  Bedlam, 

and  there  hear  one  rail  at  you,  another  mock  you,  and  a  third 
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threaten  yoo  5  would  you  fay,  I  will  be  revenged  upon  then}} 
No,  you  would  rather  go  away  pitying  them.    Alas,  poor  crea- 
tures! they  are  out  of  their  wits,  and  know  not  what  xhey  do* 
Befides, 

(2.)  There  is  a  day  coming,  if  they  repent  not,  when  th$y 
toill  have  more  mifery  than  you  can  find -in  yonr  hearts  to  wi(h 
them ;  you  need  not  ftudy  to  revenge,  God's  vengeance  fleepefh 
fiot,  and  will  (hortty  take  place  upon  them,  and  is  not  that  e- 
tiough  ?  Have  they  not  an  eternity  of  mifery  coming  ?  If  they 
repent  not,  this  mrift  be  the  portion  of  their  cup  ;  and  if  jever 
they  do  repent,  they  will  J)e  ready  to  make  you  reparation. 

Remedy  4.  ,Keep  d»wn  thy  heart  by  this  cBnfiderathn,  that  By 
'revenge  thou  canft  but  Jatisfy  a  lu/i,  but  by  forgiven*/*  them 
jbatt  conquer  a  luft. 

"Suppofe  by  revenge  thou  fliouldft  deftroy  one  enemy,  I  will 
"(hew  thee  how,  by  forgiving,  thou  (halt  cdnquer  three,  thine 
own  luft,  the  devil's  temptation,  and  thine  enemy  Yheart ;  and 
is  not  this*. more  glorious  conqueft  i  If  by  revenge  thou  over- 
come thine  enemy,  yet  (as  Bernard  faith)  Infelix  vtftoria,  uH 
fuperans  virum  fuacumbit  vitio  :  Unhappy  victory,  when,  bj 
overcoming  another  maQ,  thou  art  overcome  by  thine  own  cor- 
ruption. But  this  way  you  may  obtain  a  glorious  conqueft  in- 
"deed.  "What  an  honourable,  and  dry  victory,  did  David  this 
tyay  obtain  over  Saul,  i  Sam.  xxiv.  16,  17.  "  And  it  came  to 
44  pafs,  when  David  had  made  an  end  of  (peaking  thefe  words* 
•'  that  Saul  lifred  up  his  voice,  and  wept ;  and  he  faid  to  Da* 
'"  vid,  thou  art  morecighteous  than  I." 

It  muft'bc  a  very  di (ingenuous  nature  indeed,  upon  which 
medknefs and forgivenefs will  not  work;  aftonyheart,  which 
.this  fire  will  not  melt.  To  this.fenfe  is  that,  Pnpv.  xxv.  21* 
*'  If  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him ;  if  be  thirft,  give  him 
"  drink;  for  in  fo doing  thou  (halt  heap  coals  of  fire  upon  his 
'"  head."  Some  will  have  if  a  fm-punifhing  fire,  but  others  a 
lieart-melting!fire.  To  be  fure  it  will  either  melt  his  heart,  or 
aggravate  bis  mifery.  Auguftine  thinks  thatStephen's  prayer 
for  his  enemies  was  the  great  means  of  Paul's  conyerfion. 

Remedy  5.  Senoufly  propound  this  queftionto  thy  own  heart.* 
''have  f< got  any  good  by  the  wrongs  and  injuries  received,  or  have 
Inot  ?  If  they  have  done  you  no  good,  turn  the  revenge  up- 
on yourfelves  :  O  that  1  ihould  fiave  fuch  a  bad  heart,  that  can 
get  no  good  out  of  fuch  troubles  !  0  that  my  fpirtt  (hoold 
be  fo  unlike  to  Chrift's  1  The  patience  and  meeknefs  of  other 
Christians,  have  turned  all  the  injuries  thrown  at  them  into  pre- 
vious ftones ;   the  fpirits  of  others  have  been  ralfcd  in  bieffing 


fhii to keep the  Item  frtm  rtveHgifid Moiittis.  ,  6 ; 
•Qotf,  *hen  they  have  bee*  loaded  Wttb  reproaches  from  the 
world,  tbey  have  bound  them  as  an  ornament  to  their  necks, 
BikpetHi  Jh  (laid  Luther)  qthd  video  rtortttn  peffi fount  miht  tref* 
tere.  I  cbuld  eten  bfe  proud  upon  it,  that  1  have  a  bad  toam£ 
among  kicked  men.  To  the  fame  purpofe  Jerom  (aid  fweetly, 
^ratios  ago  Bto  ineo  quod  digitus  fum  juem  mutidus  oderit ;  I 
thank  my  God  that  i  am  worthy  to  be  hated  of  the  world. 
Thus  their  hearts  were  provoked  by  injuries  to  magnify  God, 
and  bid's  farm  for  them ;  if.  it  work  contrary  With  me,  I  have 
tatrfe  extough  to  be  filled  With  felfrdifplicedcy. 

If  you  have  got  any  good  by  them  ;  .  if  the  reproaches  and 
*  Wrongs  yon  haVe  received,  have  ihade  you  fcarch  your  hfcart* 
the  more,  #atth  yotir  ways  the  more  narrowly  ;  if  their  wrong- 
log  you,  has  made  you  fee  how  you  have  Wronged  God,  thete 
let  me  fay  f  dr  them,  as  Paul  did  himfclf,  Pray  forgive  them  this 
*vrong. 

What,  can  you  not  find  an  heart  to  forgive  one  that  hath 
been  tnftrutaental  of  fo  much  good  to  you  ?  That  is  ftratige ! 
%hat  though  they  meant  it  for  evil  ?  yet  if  Ood  hath  turned  it 
to  good,  you  have  no  more  reafon  to  rage  againft  the  inftrument 
than  he  had  who  received  a  wound  from  his  enemy  which  only 
brake,  and  let  out  that  iffipofthume  which  other  wife  had  been 
liis  death. 

Remedy  &  It  is  tf  excellent  rtfe  to  keep  the  heart  from  re- 
Vengb,  to  look  up,  and  eye  the  firfi  vaUfe  by  which  all  our  trouble* 
*re  otdired. 

This  will  calm  and  meeken  Our  fpirits  quickly :  never  did  a 
Wicked  tongue  try  the  patience  of  a  faint,  more  than  David*! 
Was  tried  by  that  railing  Shimei ;  yet  the  fplrit  of  this  good  matt 
Was  dot  at  all  poifooed  with  revenge,  though  he  goes  along 
curfing,  and  carting  (tones  at  him,  all  the  way.  Yea,  though 
Abiirmi  offered  Davrd,  if  be  pleafed,  the  head  of  that  ettemy  ; 
yet  the  king  faid,  "  What  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  foui  of 
**  2ureiah  t  96  let  him  curfe,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  faid  tin* 
••  to  him,  cttrfe  David  \  who  then  (hall  fay,  Wherfcfore  haft 
•*  thou  done  fo  ?"  '  It  maybe,  Ood  nfes  him  as  his  rod,  to  laih 
fee,  becaufe  I,  by  thy  fin,  made  his  enemies  to  biafpheme  him  * 
find  (hall  I  be  angry  with  the  rod  ?  How  irrational  were  that  I 
This  alfo  was  it  that  quieted  Job ;  he  doth  dot  rail,  and  vow  re* 
venge  upon  the  Chaldeans  land  Sabeans,  but  eyes  God  as  the 
drderer  of  thofe  troubles,  and  is  quiet  5  "  The  Lord  hath  ta- 
•*.  ken  away,  bleffed  be  his  name,  Job  i.  11. 
•*  Gbjetiion,  But  yo*  Will  fay,  To  turn  qfide  the  right  of  a  twhr, 

vol.vil  1 
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to  fubvert  a  man  in  his  cau/e,  the  Lord  appfovetb  not,  Lam.  of* 

36. 

Jnfwer.  True  :  bat  though  it  fall  not  under  hit  approving, 
yet  it  doth  under  his  permitting  will,  and  there  is  a  great  argu- 
ment for  quiet  fubm.(Bon  in  that ;  nay,  he  hath  not  only  the 
permitting,  but  the  ordering  of  all  thofe  troubles.  Did  we  fee 
more  of  an  holy  God,  we  (hould  (hew  lefs  of  a  corrupt  nature 
in  fuch  trials.  ' 

Remedy  7.  Confider  how  you  daily  wrong  God,  and  you  will 
not  be  fo  eafily  inflamed  with  revenge  againft  others  that  have 
wronged  you. 

You  are  daily  grieving,  and  wronging  God,  and  yet  he  bears, 
forgives,  and  will  not  take  vengeance  upon  you ;  and  will  you 
be  fo  quick  in  avenging  yourfelves  upon  others  ?  •  O  what  a 
fliarp  and  terrible  rebuke  is  that !  Mat.  xviii.  32,  33.  "  O  thoo 
"  wicked  and  flothful  fervant ;  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt  be- 
"  caule  thou  defireft  me,  (hooldft  not  thou  alio  have  had  com- 
*  paffion  pn  thy  fellow  fervant,  even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee?" 
None  (hould  be  lb  filled  with  bowels  of  pity,  forbearance,  and 
mercy,  to  fuch  as  wrong  them,  as  thofe  flionld  be  that  have 
experienced  the  riches  of  mercy  themfclves :  metbinks  the  mer- 
cy of  God  to  us  (hould  melt  our  very  bowels  into  mercy  over 
Others ;  it  is  impoflible  we  can  be  cruel  to  others,  except  we 
forget  how  kind  Chrift  hath  been  to  us.  Thofe  that  have 
found  mercy,  (hould  (hew  mercy  :  if  kindnefs  cannot  work, 
methioks  fear  fhould.  '  "  If  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trefpafles, 
"  neither  will  your  Father  forgive  yon  yonr  trefpafles,"  Mattb.. 
vu  15, 

Remedy  8,  Laftly,  Let  the  confederation  of  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  which  draivetb  nigh,  withhold  your  hearts  from  antici- 
pating it  by  afts  of  revenge. 

Why  are  you  fo  quick  ?  Is  not  the  Lord  at  hand,  to  avenge 
all  his  abufed  fervants  ?  "  Be  patient,  therefore,  my  brethren, 
"  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  Behold  the  bulbandmaa 
"  waiteth*  fyc.  Be  fe  aifo  patient,  for  the  coming  of  the 
"  Lord  draws  nigh :  Grudge  not  one. againft  another,  brethren, 
"  left  ye  be  condemned.  Behold  the  Judge  ftandeth  at  the 
*'  door/*  Jam.  v.  7,  8,  9.  This  text  affords  three  arguments 
againft  revenge  :  (1.)  The  Lord's  near  approach.  (2.)  Hie 
example  of  the  hufbandman's  patience.  (3.)  The  danger  we 
draw  upon  ourfelves  by  anticipating  God's  judgment ;  Vengeance 
is  mine,  faith  the  Lord ;  he  will  diftribnte  juftice  more  equally, 
and  impartially,  than  700  can ;  they  who  believe  the;  have  a 
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God  to  right  them,  will  not  fomuch  wrong  thcnifelves,  as  avengjfe 
their  own  wrongs. 

\         Objeftkm  u   But  fiejb  and  blood  are  not  able  to  bear  fuch  a- 
tufes. 

Solution.  If  yoo  refolve  to  confult  flefti  and  blood  in  fuch 
cafes,  and  do  no  more  bat  what  that  will  enable  yon  to  do ;' 
never  pretend  to  religion :  Christians  mutt  do  lingular,  and  fu- 
pcroatural  things.       '   „ 

ObjeA.  3.  But  if  I  put  up  fuch  abufes,  I  Jball  be  reckoned  * 
fool,  and  every  one  will  trample  upon  me. , 

■  Sol.   (i.)  Yon  may  be  reckoned  fo  among  fools,   bat  God 

nod  good  men,  will  account  it  your  wifdom,  and  the  excellency 
of  your  fpirits.    (2  )  It  moft  be  a  bale  fpirit  indeed,  that  will 
trample  upon  a  meek,  and  forgiving  Chriftii*n :  and  thus  learn 
Co  keep  your  hearts  from  revenge  tinder  all  provocations. 
Seafon  8.  *  The  next  feafon  in  which  we  are  in  danger  of 

*  lofiog  our  hearts,  is,  when  we  meet  with  great  crofles,  and 
!      *  provocations ;  then  finful  paifion  is.  apt  totranfport  the  heart; 

*  It  is  the  fault  of  many  good  men  to  be  of  hafty  and  quick 
j      *  fpirits,  when  provoked,  though  they  dare  not  concoft  anger 

*  into  malice ;  for  that  would  be  a  note  of  wickedoefs :  yet  are 

*  they  very  incident  fo  fudden  anger,  which  is  a  fign  of  weak* 
4  nefs/  *  Beza,  in  the  life  of  Calvin,  obferves,  «  that  he  was  of 

,.     *  a  keen  and  hafty  fpirit  ;*   and  he  that  writes  the  life  of  the 
great  Cameron  t>  faith, '  that  his  anger  was  foon  Airred  towards 

*  his  near  and  familiar  friends,  but  then  he  would  eafily  depofe 
I      '  it,  and  acknowlege  bis  weaknefs.'    Alas  !  when  provocations 

and  trials  of  our  patience  come,  We  know  not  what  fpirit  we 

are  of.    The  eight  cafe,  therefore,  is  this, 

Ca(e  8.   How  tie  heart  may  be  kept  meek  and  patient  under 

great  crqffes  and  provocations. 

There  are  three  forts  of  anger,  natural \  holy \  and  finful 
,      anger,     (j.)  Natural,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  motion  of 

the  irafcible  appetite  towards  ao  offenfive  objeft ;  and  this  in 

itfeif  is  no  fin,  they  are  propafGoos,  rather  than  palfions ;  the 
1      infelicities,  rather  than  the  fins  of  nature,  as  Jerom  calls  them. 

Reafbo.  (aith  Plutarch,  is  the  driver ;  the  foul  is  the  chariot, 
j  and  the  two  horfes  that  draw  it  00  in  ail  its  motions,  are  the 
[ .  concupifcible  and  irafcible  appetites ;  whilft  thefe  are  rightly  ma- 
|  naged  by  reafon,  they  are  not  only  lawful,  but  very  ufeful  to  the 
j      fool.  God  would  not  have  ns  to  be  ftupid  and  iafenbte,  though 

I  % 

*  Bcz.  in  Vit.  Cal.  p,  100.  f  Icon  Cameron*, 
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he  would  have  as  to  be  meek,  and  patient.  In  Eph,  ftr.  %6.  bt 
allows  the  natural  motion,  but  forbids  the  fiqful  exorbitancy. 
(2.)  Holy  anger,  whfch  is  a  pure  flatpo,  kindled  by  an  heaven- 
ly (park  of  love  to  God,  and  in  fcriptore  is  called  zeal,  whicfy 
is,  as  one  faith,  the  dagger  which  love  draw*  jo  Gods  quar- 
fel.  Such  was  Lot's  againft  the  Sodomites,  ajd  that  of 
Mofes  againft  the  idolatrous  Ifraelites.  When  Sfrvetus  coa< 
demned.  Zainglius  for  his  harfhnefs,  his  anfwer  waj,  In  alii$ 
n\anfuetus  erp,  in  bfafpbemiis  in  Qtifivm*  noa  ita  ;  Jn  other; 
cafes  I  will  be,  mild,  but  in  the  cagfe  of  Chrift,.  opt  fo.  That 
which  the  world  cajls  moderation  and  mildneft  herf,  iaio  God> 
account  (rupidity  and  cowardlinefs ;  neither  pf  thefc  a*e  that 
which  I  am  now  pcrfuading  yqu  to,  keep  your  hearts  agaioft, 
But,  (3.)  There  is  a  finruTpaffion,  that  is  the  thh^  wbieh  en- 
dangers yon.  Now  anger  becomes  finful  when  it  is  either  confer 
fyi,  fyfattb.  v.  2^.  or  excejfiw ;  and  that  either  in  mpafure,  or, 
time,  exceeding  the  value  oi  the  impulfiqe  canfe,  beitipore* 
franfient,  or  abiding ;  yet  it  is  a  fin,  and  it  is  matter  of  hnu&i- 
liation  before  God.  Now  th$  queans  to  keep  the  heart  from  it 
Vpder  provocations,  are  thefe  : 

Means  f .  Get  Aw  and  humble  thoughts,  qf  yourfetwsy  ai\($ 
then  you  will  have  meek  fpirits,  and  peaceable  departments  /#?• 
wards  others. 

The  humble,  is  ever  the  patient  man  ;  pride  is  the  root  of 
paflion ;  a  lofty  will  be  a  furly  fpirit :  bladders  hlowp,  up  wit^ 
tyind,  will  not  lie  clofe  together ;  but  prick  them,  and  you  may 
pack  a  (houfaqd  in  a  little  room  :  "  Only  by  pride  cometh  coq* 
*i9  tention,"  frov,  3^iii^  10.  When,  we  over  rate  ourfelves,  the* 
We  think  we  are  unworthily  treated  by  others,  and  that  pro*  t 
vpkes  ;  and  here,  by  the  way,  take  notice  of  one  great  benefit 
pf  acquaintance  with  your  own  hearts,  even  the  meekening  and 
palming  of  your  fpirits  Cbriftian,  mcthinks,  thou  wouldft  know 
fa  much,  of  tbyfelf,  that  it  is  impofltble  any  flaouki  lay  thee 
lower,  or  bare  baler  thoughts  of  thee,  than  thou  haft  of  thy* 
fctf.  Some  reader  the  original  of  that  text,  Hab.  ii.  5.  thus : 
**  The  proud  man  is  aa,  he  tha^t  traofgreffeth  by  wine  ;''  ancj 
drunkards,  you  know,  are  qaarrelfoine.  O  get  more  humility, 
aqd  tha,t  will  bring  you  more  peace. 

NJeans  ix  Be  often  fmeetentng.  yotir  fpirits  in  communion  with 
(7«4  <ptd  they:  wilf  not,  eqfily  be  infernptjted  with  wrath  towards, 

A  quiet  (onfcience  never  produced  an  unquiet  converfation  .*. 
$e  peace  of  God  doth  fifm£wuf,  rule  in  the  heart,  as  an  umpirp, 


Jim  f  •  h*$  tie  H**rt  fim  rewngtftd  MoiumK       69 

19  appealing  ftrifesj  far  fa  much  that  word,  Col.  iii.  15.  im- 
ports, Wrath  and  ftrife  are  hugely  appofitc  to  the  frame  and 
temper  of  a  fpiritual  heart,  becaufe  inconfiflcot  with  the.  de- 
light aqd  contentment  of  that  dove-like  fpirit  which  loves  a  fer 
4atQ  and  quiet  hreaft.  Q  !  faith  the  ibid  that  feeds  upon  the  fwcet 
communion  of  the  fpirit,  fiiall  the  fparks  of  provocations  bow* 
catch  in  mj  paffioos,  and  raife  (uch  a  (moke  io  my  foul,  as  wilt 
offend,  aad  drive  away  the  Comforter  from  me?  This  is  fa- 
effectual  a  remedy  againft  palfion,  that  I  durft  almoft  venture, 
in  a  ChriftUnof  a  hafty  nature,  to  make  long  iuffering  a  fignv 
qJF  cqipmunjon  with  God.  §eeft  than  fucb  a  Cbriftia*  qqiet 
and  calm  under  provocations*  it  is  very  like  his  foul  feeds  upon 
fact  fwectoefs  ia  God  as  he  is  loath  to  leave ;  aod  oo  the  other 
^de,  (ecft  thoy  a  Ghriftiao  turbuknt  and  clamourous,  doubt- 
left*  all  is  pot  weJ(  within ;  his  fpirit  is  like  a  hoote  out  of  joint, 
which  cannot  move  without  pain  aod  trouble. 
>  Means  3. .  Get  due  apprehenftens  cf  the  evU  natvr*  and  effefti 
of  Jinful  anger ;  Ira  furor  brevis;  anger  is  a  Jbert  madmfs^ 
(forth  me ;)  Ira  animae  fehris,  (faith  another ;)  anger  is  the 
/ever  of  the  fold,  by  the  interregnum  a^d  ^clipfe  of  reafon,< 
(foitb*  third). 

The  eflefts  of  it  are  alfo  very  Jad 

(i.)  "  It  grieves  the  Spirit  of  God,"  Epfe.  iv.  30.  baniflica 
him  from  that  bteaft  ia  which  it  rages,  and  tumnituates :  God 
is  the  God  of  peace, ;  the  prtfeqce  and  comforts  of  God  are  only 
enjoyed  in  a  calm*  It  is  9  golden  note  one  gives  upon  the  fore- 
cited  text,  God  doth  opt  ufuaUy  blefs  with  peace  of  confdence. 
fuch  as  make  no  coofcience  of  peace*  (?.)  It  gives  advantage  to 
the  devil,  £ph.  iv.  2$,  27..  Satan  is  an  angry  and  difcontcnted 
fpirit,  and  finds  oo  reft  but  in  reftlefs  hearts ;  be  lives  like  the 
jdtamander,  in  fires  of  contention  j  he  beflirs  himfelf  when 
the  fpirits  ye  in  a  commotion ;  ibaiertmes  he  611$  the  heart  with 
revengeful  thoughts,  ibroetimes  he  fills  the  lips,  aad  inflames, 
the  tongue  with  indecent  language  ;  even  a  meek  Mofes  fame- 
times  fpeaks  unadvifedly  with  his  lips.  ($.)  It  ditaunes  the 
fpirit  for  duty ;  upon  this  account  the  apoftle  difluadjs  hut- 
bands  and  wives  from  jarring  carriages  and  contentions,  that. 
their  prayers  be  not  hindered,  1  Pet;  iii>  7.  AH  afts  of  wor- 
ship nmil  he  fuiiaMe  to  the  objeft  of  worfliip  ;  but  God  is  the 
God  of  peace,  the  God  of  love.  (4.)  To  mention  no  more, 
it  difparages  the  Chr ifijan  religion.  How  would  Plato  and  Py- 
thagoras fhatne  ua,  if  they  Vere  now  living  ?  Chriil  was  a, 
\pj$\>.  f#  mcekoefc,  and  doth  it  beceme  his  followers  to  be  like 
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lions  ?    O  keep  your  hearts,  or  you  will  at  once  lofc  not  only 

your  own  peace,  but  tbe  credit  of  religion. 

Means  4.  Confider  bow  Jweei  a  thing  it  is  to  a  Cbrtfiian  to 
conquer  bis  corruptions,  and  carry  away  the  fpeiis  of  them, 

"  He  that  is  flow  to  anger  is  better  than  the  mighty ;  and  he 
"  that  ruleth  his  fpirit,  than  he  that  taketb  a  city,"  Pro*,  xvi. 
3  %.  Is  there  any  content  in  venting  a  paffion  ?  How  much 
more  in  mortifying  it  \  When  thou  corned,  in  a  calm  mood*, 
or  upon  a  death- bed  to  review  thy  life,  how  comfortable  then 
will  it  be,  to  refleft  upon  the  conqefts  thou  haft  got  by  the  fear 
of  God,  over  the  evil  propenfions  of  thine  own  heart !  It  was 
a  memorable  faying  of  Valentinian  the  emperor,  when  be  came 
to  die:  '  Amoogft  all  my  conqnefts  (faid  he)  there  is  but  one 
'  that  now  comforts  me ;  and  being  asked  what  that  was,  he 
'  anfwered,  I  have  overcome  my  word  enemy,  mine  own 
*  naughty  heart.' 

Means  5.  Shame  yourfehes  by  fetting  before  you  tbofc  cmi* 
nent  patterns  that  have  been  tnoft  excellent  for  meeknefs. 

Above  all,  compare  your  fpirits  with  the  Spirit  of  Chrift; 
*?  Learn  of  me  (faith  he),  for  I  am  meek  and*  lowly/9  Matth. 
xi.  29.  Chrift  was  meek  and  lowly,  but  I  am  proud  and  pat 
fionate ;  it  was  the  high  commendation  of  Mofcs,  Numb,  xii- 
3.  "  Now  the  man  Moles  was  meek  above  all  the  men  of  the 
"  earth  :  and  this  was  the  man  that  knew  God  to  face."  It  is 
faid  of  Calvin  and  Urfin,  that  they  both  were  of  choleric  na- 
tures, but  yet  had  fo  learned  the  meeknefs  of  Chrift,  as  not  to 
utter  one  word,  under  the  greateft  provocation,  unbefeeming  re- 
ligion. When  I  read  the  pretty  (lories  of  the  very  heathens, 
that  never  had  the  advantages  that  we  have,  how  the  Pythago- 
reans, whatever  feuds  had  been  among  them  in  the  Jay,  would 
hu(h  all,  by  fending  to  each  other  this  meflage,  The  Jun  is  at* 
mo/i  fit ;  and  that  of  Plato  to  his  fcholar,  1  would  beat  tbee%  if 
I  were  not  angry  % 

When  I  read  what  lenity  and  tendernefs  Lycurgus  (hewed  to 
an  infolent  fellow  that  ha<l  ftruck  out  one  of  his  eyes  ;  I  am 
afliamed  to  fee  how  much  Cbriftians'  are  out-(hot  by  hea- 
thens ;  who,  by  raeer  moral  arguments  and  precepts,  had  thus 
meekened  their  fpirits,  and  conquered  their  paflions.  The  dim 
light  of  nature  could  teach  Seneca  to  fay,  That  anger  will  hurt 
»  man  more  than  the  offence ;  for  there  is  a  certain  bound  in  the 
offence,  but  I  know  not  how  far  mine  anger  will  carry  me.  Ir 
is  a  (hame  that  thefe  men  who  come  fo  far  behind  us  in  means 
and  advantages,  (hould  ft>  far  out-ftrip  us  in  mcekueft  and  patience. 

Means  6.  Lailly,  Avoid  all  irritating  occa/ions. 
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Be  that  will  not  bear  die  clapper,  mutt  not  poll  the  rope : 
"  Grievous  words  flir  up  anger,"  faith  Solomon,  Prov.  xv.  f . 
Po  not  only  pray,  and  refolve  againft  it,  but  get  as  far  as  you 
tan  out  of  the  way  of  it  5  it  is  true  fpiritual  valour,  to  run 
as  faft,  and  far  as  we  can,  out  of  Tin's  way :  If  you  can  but 
avoid  anger  in  its  firft  rife,  there  is  no  great  fear  of  it  after- 
wards ;  for  it  is  not  with  this  fin  as  it  is  with  other  fins  ;  other 
fins  grow  to  their  full  Arength  by  degrees,  their  firft  motions 
•re  the  weakeft ;  but  this  fin  is  born  in  its  full  ftrength,  it  is 
ftreugeft  at  firft  \  withftand  it  then,  and  it  falls  before  you. 
Thus  learn  to  keep  your  hearts  when  provocations  arife. 

Sea/on  y.  The  ninth  fealoa  of  exerting  our  greateft  diligence, 
'  Is,  the  critical  hdur  of  temptation,  wherein  Satan  lays  clofe 

*  fiege  to  the  fort-royal  of  a  Chriftian's  heart,  and  often  fur* 

*  prizes  it  for  want  of  watchfulness  :  to  keep  the  heart  now,  is 

*  no  lefe  a  mercy  than  a  duty ;  few  Chriftians  are  (b  well  skilled 
4  in  detecting  fallacies,  and  retorting  the  arguments  by  which 

*  Satan  ufes  to  draw  them  to  fin,  as  to  come  off  fafe  in  thofe 

*  encounters.    "  Watch  and  pray  (faith  our  Lord)  left  ye  enter 

*  into  temptation,'9  Markxiv.  38/  Even  an  eminent  David, 
and  a  wife  Solomon,  have  firorted  for  their  carelefsnefs,  at  fuch 
a  time  as  this.    The  ninth  cafe  therefore  (hall  be  this, 

Cafe  9.  Hoiv  a  ChriJHoMy  token  ftrongfy  folScited  by  the 
devil  to  Jin,  may  keep  bts  heart  from  yielding  to  the  tempta- 
tion. 

Now  there  are  fix  fpecial  arguments  by  which  Satan  fubrilly 
infinuates  and  winds  in  the  temptation  ;  in  all  which  I  (hall  of- 
fer thee  fome  help  for  the  keeping  of  thy  heart ;  and  the  firft  is 
this : 

Argument  1.  The  firft  argument  is  drawn  from  the  pleafure 
of  fin ":  O  (faith  Satan)  here  is  pleafure  to  be  enjoyed  :  the 
temptation  comes  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  and  charming 
voice  :  what,  art  thou  fo  phlegmatic  and  dull  a  foul,  as  not  to 
feel  the  powerful  charms  of  pleafure  ?  Who  can  with-bold  him- 
{elf  from  fucb  delights  ? 

Now  thine  heart  may  be  kept  from  the  dangar  of  this  temp- 
tation, by  retorting  this  argument  of  pleafure  upon  the  tempter ; 
whfch  is  done  two  ways. 

1.  Thou fdleft  me,  Satan,  that  fin  is  pleafant;  be  it  fo: 
But  are  the  gripes  of  confeience,  and  the  flames  of  hell  fo  too  i 
Is  it  pleafant  to  feel  the  wounds  and  throbs  of  confeience  ?  If 
fo,  why  did  Peter  weep  fo  bitterly  ?  Matth.  xxvi.  75.  Why  did 
David  cry  out  of  broken  bones  ?  Pfal.  li.  I  hear  what  thou 
fay  eft  of  the  pleafure  of  fin,  and  I  have  read  what  David  hath 
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faid  of  the  terrible  effefts  of  fin  iti  his  Pfal.  to  bring  to  reflteti- 
branee,  Pfal.  xxxviii.  ver.  2.  "  Thine  arrows  fttek  faft  in  me, 
•«  and  thy  hand  prefleth  me  fott  :M  ver.  3.  ••  There  1$  no 
"  foundnels  in  my  flefh  becaufe  (rf  thine  anger ;  neither  is  there 
*  **  any  reft  in  tny  bones,  becaufe  of  my  fin  ;"  ver.  4.  "  For 
•«  mine  iniquities  ate  gone  over  mine  head  as  an  heavy  harden; 
*  they  are  too  heavy  for  me ;"  ver.  5*  "My  wounds  ftink* 
«  and  are  corrupt,  becaufe  of  my  fodilhnefk  :" '  ver.  & 
"  I  am  troubled,  I  am  bowed  down  greatly,  I  go  mourning  alt 
*«  the  day  long  :"  ver.  7.  "  My  loins  are  filled  with  a  loath- 
"  fome  difeafe,  and  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  my  fle(h  "  ver.  9. 
*'  I  am  feeble  and  fore  broken,  I  have  roared  by  reafbn  of  the 
**  diiqnietnefs  of  my  heart.   . 

Here  I  fee  the  true  face  of  fin ;   if  I  yield  to  thy  temptation, 

I  muft  either  feel  thefe  pangs  of  conference,  or  the  flames  of  hell 

2.  What  talkeft  thou  of  the  pleafure  of  fin,  when,  by  ex- 
perience, I  know  there  is  more  trot  pleafure  in  the  mortifica- 
tion, than  can  be  in  the  commiffion  of  fin  ?  O  how  fweet  is  it 
topleafeGod,  tb  obey  confeience,  topreferve  inward  peace  1 
To  be  able  to  fay,  in  this  trial,  I  have  difcovered  the  fincerity 
of  my  heart;  now  I  know- 1  fear  the  Lord,  now  I  fee  that  t 
truly  hate  fin.  Hath  fin  any  foch delight  as  this?  This  will 
choak  that  temptation.  * 

jirg.  2.  The  fecond  argument  is  drawn  from  the  fccrefy  of 
fin:  O  (faith  Satan)  this  fin  will  never  difgrace  thee  abroad, 
none  ftiall  know  it. 

This  argument  may  be  retorted,  add  the  heart  fecured  thus  t , 
thon  fayeft,  none  (hall  ktiow  it ;  but,  Satan,  canft  thou  find  a 
place  void  of  tfye  divine  prefence  for  me  to  fin  in  ?  Thus  Job 
fecured  his  heart  from  this  temptation,  Job  xiii.  4.  '?  Doth  he 
'•'  not  fee  my  ways,  and  count  alt  my  fteps  ?*'  Therefore  he 
makes  a  covenant  with  his  eyes,  ver.  1.  After  the  fame  man- 
tier  Solomon  teacheth  us  to  retort  this  temptation,  Prov,  v.  20, 
2t.  "  And  why  my  fon  wilt  thou  be  ravifhed  with  a  ftrange 
u  woman,  and  embrace  the  bofom  of  a  ftranger  ?  For  the 
*'  ways  of  man  are  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  hi  ponder- 
"  eth  all  his  goings/'  What  if  I  hide  it  from  the  eyes  of  all  thft 
world  for  the  prefent  r  I  cannot  hide  it  from  God  ;  and  the  time 
is  at  hand,  when  all  the  World  {hall  know  it  too ;  for  the  word  at- 
fures  me,  Luke  viii.  17.  u  That  what  now  is  done  in  fecret,  feaH 

II  be  proclaimed  as  upon  the  houfe* top."  Befides,  is  not  my  con- 
ference as  a  thoufand  witnetit*  ?  Do  I  owe  no  reverence  to  my- 
felf  ?  Could  the  heathen  man  fay,  Turps  quid  aufurw*  U  fine 
lejtc  time ;   When  thou  art  tempted  to  commit  fifl>  fear  tbyfttf 
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frithoqtany  other  witnefe :  And  fhali  not  1  be  afraid  to  fin  be- 
fore mine  own  conference*  which  always  bath  a  reproof  in  it* 
mouth,  or  a  pen  in  its  hand^  to  record  my  moft  fecret  a&i* 
tins  i      . 

.  Arg.  3-  The  third  argument  by  which  iwrtan  tempteth  t* 
&n  as  taken  from  the  gain  and  profit  afifing  out  .of  it?  wbyfe 
nice  andfcrupulous'rit  is  but  to  ftretcb  conscience  a  lktle> 
«sd  thou  mayeft  make  thyfelf :  now  is  thy  opportunity  1 
•  The  heart  may  be  kept  from  foiling  into  this  dangenonS 
fnare,  by  retorting  the  temptation  thus  :  But  What  profit  will 
it  be,  if  a  nun  fliould  gain  the  whole  world,  and  loie  Ws-Own 
itbui  ?  Or  what  fliall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ?  Shalt 
I  hazard  thee  for  all  the  good  that  is  in  this  world  ?  There  U 
sm  immortal  fpirit  dwelling  in  this  fleftily  tabernacle,  6fmore 
yalue  than  all  earthly  things,  which  muft  live  to  aH  eternity* 
When  this  world  fliall  lie  iii  white  afhes.  A  fool  for  which  Je- 
sus Chrift  lhed  his  precious  and  invaluable  blood.  Iwasfent 
into  this  world  to  provide  for:  this  foul ;  indeed  Gad  hath  alffe 
(committed  to  nie  the*  care  of  my  body,  but,  (as  *  one  happily 
cxprefies  it)  with  this  difference  *  a  tttafter  commits  two  things 
to  a  femitt,  the  child  and  the  child's  deaths*  will  tht 
matter  thank  the  fervant,  if  he  plead,  I  have  ioept  the  deaths* 
but  I  have  negle&ed  the  life  of  the  child  t 

Arg.  4.  The  fourth  argument  is  drawn  from  the  fitullneft 
of  the  fin  *  it  is  but  a  little  one,  a  fmall  matter,  a  trifle  *  whd 
Would  ftand  upon  fuch  niceties  ? 

This  argaitient  may  be  retorted  three  ways; 

1.  But  is  the  naajefty  of  heaven  a  little  one  too  ?  If  I  com* 
ink  this  fin,  I  muft^flfend  and  wrong  a  great  God,  Ife.  xl.  1 5, 

16,  17,— ^22i  .  v 

2.  Is  there  any  little  hell  to  torment  little  finnert  in  ?  Are 
hot  the  leaft  fifchers  there  filled  with  the  fulriefs  of  wrath  ?  O 
there  is  great  wrath  treafured  up  for  fuch  as  the  world  counts 
little  iihnersi      "  -  .  > 

a.  The  left  the  fiti,  the  Jefe  the  inducement  to  comfciit  it  t 
What,  fliall  I  break  with  God  for  a  trifle  ?  Deftroy  ray  peace, 
wound  my  confeiehee,  grieve  the  Spirit,  and  all  this  for  ho-    > 
thing  ?  O  what  madnefs  is  this ! 

'    rfrg-  5*  A  fifth  argument  is  .drawn  front  the  grace  <d  God* 
and  hopes  of  pardon  :  Come,  God  will  pais  by  this  as  an  in* 
famity,  he  will  not  be  extreme  to  mark  it- 
But  flay*  my  heart; 

VOfc.       VII,  K  : 

•  GdfftbGUbt  p.  J.  i  ' 
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•  i.  Where  do  I  find  a  promifc  of  mercy  to  prefumptuous  fi»* 
neis  ?  Indeed  for  involuntary  furprifals,  unavoidable  and  la- 
mented infirmities,  there  is  a  pardon  of  courfe  \  but  where  is 
the  promife  to  a  daring  (inner,  that  fins  upon  prefumption  of 
pardon  ? ,  Faufe  a%vhile*  my  foul,  upon  that  fcripture,  Numb* 
xv<  27,-30*.  «  And  if  afoul  fin  through  ignorance,  then  he 
"  Ihall  bring  a  (he-goat,  of  the  firft  year  for  a  fin  offering,  £fc. 
M  But  the  foul  that  doth  ought  prefumptuoufly,  the  fame  re*  • 
H  proacheth  the  Lord,  and  that  foul  ihall  be  cut  off  from  a- 
"<  mong  his  people*" 

v  z.  If  God  be  a  God  of  fo  much  mefcy,  how  can  I  abufe  fo 
good  a  God  i  ihall  I  take  fo  glorious  an  attribute  as  the  mer* 
cy  of  God  is,  and  abufe  it  unto  fin  ?  Shall  I  wrong  him  be* 
caufe  he  is  good  ?  Or  fhould  not  rather  the  goodnefs  of  Goi 
lead  me  to  repentance  I  Rom.  ii.  3.  "  There  is  mercy  with 
?'r  thee  that  thou  mayeft  be  feared,"  Pfal.  cxaou  4* 

Arg*  6.  Lafily,  Sometimes  Satan  encourages  to  fin  from  the 
Samples  of  good  and  holy  men  >  thus,  and  thus  they  have  fin- 
ned, and  been  reftored*  therefore  this  may  confift  with  grace, 
iand  thou  be  faved  neverthekfs.  The  danger  of  this  temptati- 
on is  avoided,  and  the  heart  fecured,  by  retorting  the  argument 
fhefe  three  ways : 

I*  Though  good  men  may  commit  the  fame  fin  materially, 
which  I  am  tempted  to*  yet  did  ever  any  good  man  venture  to 
fin,  uponfuch  a  ground  and  encouragement  as  this  ? 

2.  Did  God  record  thefe  examples  for  my  imitation,  or  for 
my  warning  ?  Are  they  not  fet  up  as  fea-marks,  that  I  might 
avoid  the  rocks  upon  which  they  fplit  ?  1  Cor.  x.  6.  €€  Now 
"  thefe  were  pur  examples,  to  the  intent  that  we  fhould  not 
u  luft  after  evil  things,  as  they  alfo  lulled." 
.  3.  Am  I  willing  to  feel  what  they  felt  for  fin  ?  O,  I  dare  not 
follow  theni  in  the  ways  of  fin !  quia  me  veftigia  terrent ;  Left 
God  (hould  plunge  me  into  the  deeps  of  horror,  into  which  he 
caftthem. 

:  Thus  learn  to-  keep  your  hearts,  in  the  hour  of  temptation, 
from  fin. 

.  Sea/on  10.  «  The  tenth  fpecial  feafon  to  keep  the  heart  with 
«  all  diligence,  is  the  time  of  fpiritual  darknefe  and  doubting* 
f  when  it  is^with  the  foul,  as  it  was  with  Paul  in  his  danger- 
*.  ous  voyage,  neither  fun,  nor  moon,  nor  ftar  appears  for  ma* 

*  ny  days  :  When  by  reafon  of  the  hidings  of  God's  face,  the 

*  prevalency  of  corruption,  and  the  inevidence  of  grace,  the 
«  foul  is  even  ready  to  give  up  all  its  hopes  and  comforts  for 

*  loft;  to  draw  fad  aqd  deiperate  conclusions  upon  itfelf;  to. 
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*  call  its  former  comforts  vain  delufions  j  its  grace  hypocrify. 

*  When  the  ferene  and  clear  heavens  are  overcaft  with  dark 
«  clouds,  yea,  filled  with  thunders,  and  horrible  tcmpefts,  when 
<  the  poor  penfive  foul  fits  down  and  weeps  forth  this  fad  la- 
€  mentation,  "My  hope  is  perifhed  from  the  Lord!"  Now  to 

*  keep  the  heart  from  finking  in  fuch  a  day  as  this,  to  enable 

*  it  to  maintain  its  own  fincerity,  is  a  matter  of  great  difficult 
«  ty.^  Thetenth  cafe  then  will  be  this  :' 

.  Cafe  10.  How  the  people  of  God,  in  dark  and  doubting  fea* 
Jons,  may  keep  their  heart 5  from  entertaining  fuch  fadconctuji- 
ons  about  their  eftates%  as  dejiroy  their  peace,  and  unfit  them  for. 
their  duty* 

There  are  two  general  heads,  to  which  the  grounds  of  doubt- 
ing our  fincerity  may  be  reduced.  (1.)  God's  carriage  towards 
the  foul,  either  in  the  time  of  fome  extraordinary  affliction,  of 
of  fome  long  and  fad  defertion.  Or,  (2.)  The  foul's  carrriagc 
towards  God :  And  here  it  ufually  argues  againft  the  truth; 
of  its  own  graces,  either  (1 .)  From  its  relapfes  into  the  fame 
fins,  from  which,  it  hath  formerly  rifen  with  fliame  and  for* 
row.  Or,  (a.)  From  the  fcnfible  declining  of  its  afFe&ipna 
from  God.  Or,  (3.)  From  the  excefs  of  the  affections  tow&ds 
creature-comfocts  an<J  enjoyments*  Or,  (4.)  From  its  enlarge-, 
ments  in  public,  and  often  ftraitnings  in  private  duties.  Or, 
{5.)  From  fotaejiorrid.inje&ions  of  Satan,  with  which  the. 
foul  is  greatly  perplexed*  Of,  laftly,  From  God's  filence,  and 
Teeming  denial  of  its  long  depending  fuits  and  prayers. 

Theft  are  the  common  grounds  of  thofe  fad  condufions;. 
Now  in  order  to  the  eftablifhrnent  and  fupport  of  the  heart  in 
*  this  condition,  it  will  be  neceflary, 

ii  That  you  be  acquainted  witn  fome  general  tmth^  which 
have  a  tendency  to  the  fettlement  of  a  trembling  and  dpubthig 
foul. 

2.  That  ybu  be  rightly  inftrufked  about  the  forementioned/ 
particulars,  which  are  the,  grounds  of  your  doubting. 
.    The  general  truths  requiiite  for  poor  doubting  fouls  to  be* 
acquainted  with,  are  thefe :  f 

1 .  That  every  working  and  appearance  of  hypotrify  doth  not  • 
frefently  prove  theperfon  in  whom  it  is,  to  lean  hypocrite.  You  * 
rnuft  carefully  diftinguifh  between  the  prefence  and  predornU 
nancy  of  hypocrify :  There  are  remains  of  deceitfulnefs  in  their 
beft  hearts ;  David  and  Peter  had  fad  experience  of  it  j  yet  the 
(landing  frame  and  general  bent  of  the  heart  being  upright, .  it  > 
&d  hot  denominate  them  hypocrites* 
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a.  That  we  ought  as  wtU  to  hear  what  can  befaidfsr  US  a) 
igainfk  us  .  It  is  the  fin  oi  upright  hearts  fametimes  to  ufean 
ovcr-rijpd,  and  mcrcilefs  fevcrity  againft  theafrfelvea :  TVj 
do  hot  indifferently  confider  the  cafe  of  their  own  fouls  t  It  is 
in  this,  cafe,  as  tfoloinon  fpeaks  in  another,  Pro*.  xuL.7. 
* c  There  is/  that  maketh  him&lf  rich,  and  yet  hath  nothing  5 
V  and.  there  is  that  maketh  tumfelf  poor,  and  yet  hath  great 
"  riches."  It  is  the  damning  fin  of  the  (elf-nattering  hypo* 
f rite,  to  make  his  condition  better  than  it  is :  And  it  is  the  fin 
and  felly  of  feme  upright  ones,  tp  make  their  condition  woxft 
than  indeed  it  is*  Why  ibbuld  you  be  fucb  enemies; to  yoas 
own  peace  ?  To  read  over  the  evidences  of  God's  lore  to  yout 
fouls,  as  a  man  doth  a  book  which  heb»  a  mind  to  confute  ? 
Why  do  you  ftudy  to  find  evafions,  to  turn  off  thofe  comforts 
which  are  due.  to  you  ?  It  is  (aid  of  Jofeph,  tfcat  he  was.  miadtf 
cd  to  put  away  his  efpoufed  Mary,  not  knowing  that  that  holy 
tiling  which  was  conceive^  in  her,  was  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  i 
And  this  may  be  your  cafe.  And  a  third  truth  is  this : 
-  3.  That  many  a  faint  hath  charged  and  condemned  himffi 
for  that)  which  God  will  nfuer  charge  him  with,  nor  condemn 
Mm  for.  «  Why  haft  thou  hardened  our  hearts  from  thy  fear,!* 
(faith  the  church)  Ifa.  l*iii.  17.  and  yet  the  ve^fe  before  ma* 
tfifefts,  that  their  hearts  were  not  fo  hardened :  Godly  Brad*, 
jbrd  wrote  Kimfelf  an  hypocrite,  a  painted  fepulchfej  ye| 
doubtlefc  Ood  acquitted  him  of  that  charge. 

4.  Every  thing  which  is  a  ground  of  grief  to  the  people  of 
04d>  is  Hot  a  fujfficient  ground  of  queftitning  their  Jfncerity* 
There  are  many  mor*  things  to  trouble  you,  than  there  is  to, 
ftumble  you :  If  upon  every  flip  and  failing  through  infirmity, 
you  (hould  qucftion  all  that  ever  was  wrought  upon  you,  your 
life  muft  be  rnade  up  of  doubtings  and  fears  :  Von  cad 
pever  attain  a  fettled,  peace,  nor  live  that  life  of  praife  and 
tnankfulnefs,  the  gofpel  calls  for.  • ' 

5.  The  foul  is  mt  at  all  times  ft  to  pafs  judgment  ttpon  i>4 
ttem  condition .  To  be  fure  in  the  dark  day  of  defertion,  when 
tjhe  foul  is.  benighted j  and  in  the  ftormy  day  of  temptation, 
\then  the  Ijbttl  is  in  a  hurry,  It  is  utterly  unfit  to  judge  its  e- 
ftate  j  «  Examine  your  hearts  upon  your  beds,  and  be  ftiM," 
Wal.  iv.  This  is  rather  a  feafon.  for  watching  and  refitting, 
than  for  judging  and  determining. 

6.  That  every  breach  of  peace  with  God,  is  nit  a  breach  */E* 
covenant  with  God.  The  wife  hath  many  weaknefies  and  fail- 
ings, often  grieves  and  difpleafes  her  hufcand  ^  yet  in  th^ 
main  is  W^uJ,  and  truly  k)v«  him  \  Thefe  failings  may  caufe 
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\jfffi  to  aker  his  carriage,  but  not  to  withdraw  his  love,  or  de- 
ny his  relation.  "Return*  0  backfliding  Ifrael,  for  I  anft 
f*  married  unto  you  A* 

7.  Laftly,  Whatever  your  Jtn>  or  f  rouble  be,  it  JbwU  rather 
jtrive  us  U  Gvdt  than  from  Gad.  u  Pardon  my  fin,  for  it  b 
f«  great,"  P4aj.xxy.  41.  Suppofc  it  be  true,  that  thou  haft  fa 
audfo  finned,  that  thou  , art  thus  long  and  fadly  deferted  $ 
Ytt  it  is  a  falfe  inference,  that  therefore  thou  (houldft  be  dif- 
couraged,  3$  if  there  weie  no  help  for  thee  in  thy  God.  Whea 
jjrou  have  we||  digefted  thefe  fev'en  eftabliftuiig  truths,  if  ftilj 
(he  doubt  rerriain,  then  confider,  what  may  be  replied  to  tho 
particular  grounds  of  thefe  doubts.  A$j 
.  1.  Yw  doubt,  and  are  ready  to  conclude,  the  Lord  hath 
90  regard  or  love  for  your  Amis*  becaufe  of  forne  estraordina* 
rjaffiiQion  which  is  come  upon  you  :  But  I  would  not  have 
thy  fopl  fotct  conclude,  .till  thou  be  able  fatisfa&orily  to  an* 
fwer  tbefe  throe  queftions. 

Qucftim  1.  If  gseat  troubles,  and  affli&iqns  be  marks  of 
iJod's  hatred,  why  fhould  not  impunity  and  conftant  profpe* 
rky  be  tokens  of  his  love  ?  For  antra  riorum  contraria  eji  r*+ 
jfio  if  confequentia  ?  of  contrary  things,,  there  is.  a  contrary  reaf 
fcn  and  confequence :  But  is  this  fo  indeed'  ?  or  faith  not  the 
icripture  quite  otherwife  ?  Prov.  \.  32.  i€  The  profperity  of 
f  fools  deftroys  them."  So  Pfal.  xxxvii.  5. 

Qiejf*  2.  Dare  I  draw  the  iame  conclufion  upon  all  others 
that  bate  been  as  much,  yea  more  afflifted  than  myftlf  ?  ff 
this  argument  cenelude  againft  thee,  then  fo  it  doth  againft  e* 
rery  one  in  thy  condition ;  yea,  the  greater  the  affliction  of  a* 
ay  child  pf  God  hath,  been,  the  more  ftrongly  the  argument 
ftill  concludes :  And  then  woe  to  David,  Job,  Heman,  Paul* 
and  all  that  have  been.affli&ed  as  they  were. 

£>yejl.  3.  Had  God  exempted  you  only  from  thofe  trouble*) 
which  a#  other  his  people,  feel,  would  not  that  have  been  a 
greater  groundof  doubting  to  you  than  this  ?  Especially  finot 
the  fcripture  faith,  Heb.  xii.  8.  **  If  ye  be  without  chaft^ningsj 
«c  whereof  all  are  partakers,  then  are  ye  baftards,  ani  dd$ 
¥  fons."  ' 

Oh  how  is  our  Father  put  to  it  by  froward  children  !  If  h$ 
aflh&s,  then  one  cries,  he  loves  me  not :  If  he  exempt  from 
affli&ions,  others  queftion  his  love  upon  that  ground.  Surely 
you  have  other  work  to  do,  under  the  rod,  than  this. 

2.  Or  do  you  raihly  infer,  the  Lord  hath  no  love  for  jo% 
becauic  he  hides  his  face  fern  you  5  that  your  condition  is  mi- 
serable, becaufe  dark  and  uncomfortable  ?  Before  you  diatr 
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fuch  rafli  conclufions,  fee  what  anfwer  you  can  give  to  thde 

four  following  queries. 

Query  u  If  any  atlion  of  God  towards  his  people  will  heat 
a  favourable^  as  well  as  a  harjb  and  feven  confirutlion,  why 
fhouldnot  his  people  interpret  it  in  the  beft  fenfe  ?  And  is  not 
this  fuch  ?  May  he  not  have  adefign  of  love,  as  well  as  of 
hatred,  in  this  difpenfation  i  May  be  not  depart  for  a  feafoa, 
and  not  for  ever;  yea,  that  he  might  not  depart  for  ever  ?  You 
are  not  the  firft  that  have  miftaken  God's  ends  in  defertion. 
Ifa.  xlir.  14.  "  Sion  faid,  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  my  God 
*'  hath  forgotten  me:"  Was  it  fo,  indeed?  Nothing  left.- 
Ver.  15.  u  Can  a  mother  forget,"  &c. 

Query  2.  Do  you find  the  marks  of  an  abfolute%  total,  and 

Jinal  defertion  upon  your  own  fpirits9  that  you  art  fo  apt  to 

conclude  yours  to  be  fuch  ?  Do  you  find  your  hearts  inclined  to 

forfake  God  i  Have  you  loft  your  confcienticms  tendernefs  in 

Eointoffin?  Iffo,  fad  chara&ers  appear  upon  you  indeed  ^ 
ut  if  in  this  dark  hour  you  are  as  tender  of  fin  as  ever,  as 
much  refolved  to  cleave  to  God  as  ever ;  I  cannot,  I  will  not 
forfake  God,  let  him  do  what  he  will  with  me  :  O  no,  I  cannot. 
If  your  hearts  work  thus,  it  can  be  but  a  partial,  limited,  and 
temporary  defertion ;  by  this  he  ftill  keeps  his  intereft  in  your  y 
hearts,  a  fure  figri  he  will  return^  and  vifit  you  again. 

Qtiery  3.  Is  fenfe  and  feeling  a  competent  judge  of  God*s 
jaclions  and  defjgns  ?  Or  may  a  man  fafely  rely  upon  its  tefti- 
mony,  after  fo  many  difcoveries  of  the  fallibility  of  it  ?  Is  this 
a  found  argument  ?  If  God  Jiad  any  love  for  my  foul,  if  it  were 
not  quite  gone,  I  fhouldfeel  it  now,  as  well  as  in  former  times; 
but  I  cannot  feel  it,  therefore  it  is  quite  gone.  Do  you  not 
know  the  fun  ftill  keeps  on  his  courfe  in  the  heavens,  even  in 
dull  and  clofe  weather,  when  ypu  cannot  fee  it?  And  may  it 
not  be  fo  with  the  love  of  God  ?  Read  Ifa.  1.  10.  May  not  I 
as  well  conclude  in  winter,  when  the  flowers  have  hid  their 
beautiful  heads  under  ground,  they  are  quite  dead,  and  gone9 
becaufe  I  cannot  find  them  in  December,  where  I  law  them  in 

May? 

Query  4.  Think  you  the  Lord  cares  not  to  break  his  chil» 
dren'shearts,  and  his  own  promifetoo  ?  Hath  he  no  more  regard 
to  either  ?  If  he  return  no  more,  thefe  muft  be  the  confequents* 
TSz.  lvii.  i{>,  17.  Heb.  xiii.  5. 

Well,  then,  frdm  God's  carriage  towards  you,  either  in  af» 
AiQion,  or  defeition,  no  fuch  difcouraging,  heart-finking  con- 
clufions can  be  inferred.  _  Next,  let  us  fee  whether.they  may 
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*bt  be  inferred  from  our  carriage  towards  God  ;  and  here  the 
•  principal  grounds  of  doubting  are  fuch  as  thefe  : 

1.  I  have  fallen  again  into  the  fame  fin  from  which  I  have 
formerly  rifen  with  repentance  and  refolution  ;  therefore  my 
finning  is  cuftomary  finning ;  a  fpot  that  is  not  the  fpot  of 
God's  children.  Hence  the  upright' foul  trembles  \  upon  this 
it  is  ready  to  affirm,  that  ail  its  former  humiliations  for,  and 
oppofitions  unto  fin,  were  but  a£U  pf  hypberify.  But  ftay, 
poor  trembling  heart. 

Query  1.  If  this  be  fo9  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  Chrijt 
put  fuch  a  favourable  con/Iruftion  upon  the  difciples  fleeping 
the  third  time  y  when  he  had  as  often  reproved  them  for  it  ? 
Matth.  xxvi.  40,  41.  and  how  is  it  tha*  we  find  in  fcripture 
fo  many  promifes  made  to  God's  people,  not  only  upon  their 
firft  fins,  but  upon  their  backfiidings  alfo  ?  Jer.  iiL  22*  Hof. 
*iv.  4 

Query  2.  Is  tlot  your  repentance  and  care  renewed  as  of 
ten  as  your  guilt  is  renewed?  Yea,  the  oftener  you  fin,  the 
more  you  are  troubled  \  it  is  not  fo  in  cuftomary  finning,  the 
rife  whereof  *  Bernard  excellently  difcovers.  1.  (Saith  he) 
When  a  man  accuftomed  to  good,  finneth  grievoufly,  it  feems 
infupportable,  yea,  he  feems  to  defcend  alivfe  into  hell.  2. 
In  procefs  of  time  it  feems  not  infupportable,  but  heavy  ,  and 
betwixt  infupportable  and  heavy,  there  is  no  finall  defcent. 
3  .Next  it  becomes  light,  his  confeience  fmites  but  faintly,  and 
he  feels  not  the  ftripes  of.it.  4.  Then  there  is  not  only  a  to- . 
tal  infenfiblenefs  of  it,  but  that  which  was  bitter  and  difpleaf* 
irig,  is  now  become  fweet,  and  pleafing,  in  fome  degree.  5. 
Then  it  is  turned  into  cuftom,  and  not  only  pleafes,  but  daily 
pleafes.  Laftly,  Cuftom  is  turned  into  nature ;  he  cannot  be 
•pulled  away  from  it,  but  defends  and  pleads  for  it :  This  is 
cuftomary  finning,  this  is  the  way  of  the  wicked ;  but  the  quite 
contrary  i&  your  condition. 

Query  3*  Are  you  fure,  from  fcripture  grounds  y  that  good 
men  may  not  relipfe  again,  and  again,  into  the  fame  Jin  ?  It  is 
true,  as  for  grofs  fins,  they  do  not  ufe  to  relapfe  into  them  : 
David  committed  adultery  no  more:  Paul  perfecuted  the 
church  no  more  :  Peter  denied  Chrift  no  more:  But  I  fpeak 
of  ordinary  infirmities.  Job's  friends  were  good  men,  yet 
(faith  he)  chap.  xix.  3.  "  Thefe  ten  times  have  ye  reproach- 
"  ed  me."  So,  then,  no  fuch  conclufions  follow  from  this 
•fifft  grQ'und'of  doubting.  . 

§  * 

*  Lii>  de'  Confc. p.  109. 
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2.  The  fecund  ground  is  the  declining  and  vntbhing  tf 
trnr  affeclions  to  fpmtual  things.  Q\  (faith  the  upright  foul) 
if  errer  I  had  been  planted  a  right  feed,  I  flionld  have  been  as  a 
green  olive-tree  in  the  houfe  of  my  God  ;  but  my  branches 
•wither,  therefore  my  root  is  naught,     hut  ftay> 

Query  i.  May  you  not  be  mi/taken  about  the  decay,  tf 
.grace^  and  fading  rf y^ur  affeclions  P  What  if  they  arc  not 
lb  quick  and  ravifeing  as  at  firft*  may  not  that  beT^compenfei 
in  the  fpirituality  and  folidity  of  them.nolr  ?  Phil.  i.  9.  "J 
M  pray  God  your  love  may  abound  more  and  more  in  all  judg- 
-*'  merit :"  It  may  be  more  Jblid,  though  not  to  ferverous ;  or 
do  you  not  miftake,  by  looking  forward  to  what  you  would  b$ 
aratherthan  backward  to  what  once  you  were?  It  is  a  good 
-note  of  Ames,  we  difcerh  the  growth  of  grace,  as  the  growth  of 
plants,  which  we  perceive  rather  Crevifiquarh  ttefcere*  to  haifc, 
grown,  than  to  grow. 

Query  2.  But  grant  it  be  Jb  indeed,  as  you  affirm,  muftil 
weeds  fhlhvxy  thai  the  root  ef the  matter  is  net  in  you  ?  David** 
laft  ways  are  diftingui&ed  from  his  firft,  2  Chron.  xrii..  p, 
and  yet  both  firft  and  laft  a  holy  man.  The  church  of  Ephefus 
is  charged  by  Chriftfor  leaving  her  firft  love*  and  yet  a  golden 
candlellkk,  m1my  precious  faints  in  that  churchy  Rev.  ii.  2* 

■3t4- 

.    3.  A  third  gfound  of  thefe  fad  conelufibhs,  i6,  the  excefs  of 

.your  affe&ions  to  fome  creaturcienjoyments.  I  fear,  I  love 
the  creature  more  than  God;  and  if  fo,  my  love  is  but  hypotri^ 
deal :  I  fometimes  feel  ftronger,  and  more  fenfible  motions  of 
my  heart  to  earthly  cdmfortsy  than  I  do  m  heavenly  oh- 
ye&s,  therefore  my  foul  is  not  upright  in  me.  But  ftay,  G 
&in\ 

,  Query  1.  May  not  a  man  love  God  morejb&dly,  andjtrongf- 
fy9  than  the  creature,  and  yet  his  affeclions  to  the  creature 
be  fometimes  moved  more  violently,  and  fenjibly,  than  to* 
'.wards  God?  As  rooted  malice  argues  a  ftronger  hatred,  than 
a  fudden,  though  more  violent  paflion  :  So  we  muft  meafure 
sour  love,  not  by  a  violent  motion  of  it,  now  and  then,  but  by 
v  the  depth  of  the  root,  and  conftancy  of  its  a&ings.  Becaafe 
David  was  fo  paffionately  moved  for  Abfalom,  Joab  concludes* 
that  if  be  had  lived*  and  all  the  people  died,  w  it  would  Jiat* 
•*  pleafed  him  well,"  2.  Sam.  xix.  7..  But  that  was  argued 
more  like  a  foldier,  than  a  logician. 

Query  2-  If  you  indeed  hve  the  creature  for  itfelfy  jf  y& 
make  it  your  end,  and  religion* but  a  means,  then  the  cOnch- 
fion  is  rightly  drawn  upon  you*    But  if  you  love  the  creature 
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Jfay  t*  heft  the  Heart  /rim  Sefpefdf*  &MuJlm>  ft 
te  reference  to  God;  add  fee  nothing  m  it  feparated  from  hirt* 
though  fonmimds  ypt*f  afle&ions  oflerid  in  the  Cxcefe ;  this  ia 

•    confiftettt  with  fihcere  lord  to  God.    Ta  lore  the  creature  in* 
tediaatdf,  (Vt.Jtoyte  it  in  Gdtfs  room,  And  make  it  a  man^ 
end  $  tii&  it  die  love  of  a  carnal  heart ;  to  lore  it  immoderate- 
ly, that  i$  to  let  out  more  gffc&fei  td  it  than  we  ought,  Is ' 
fotnedttl^  the  fill  of  the  heft  hearts. 

4  r .  C^ery.3*;ifo£*«&f  ffranyftubjbated,  4s  y6H  do,  thai  vshirt 
rQhr\fi  Jii  cTeAtnns  Jhallfiand  as  competitors  iitfome  eminent 
trlaljthey  J^oMfcrfake  Cbrifi  totW  than the creature  and 
yet  when  brintgftt  to  thdt  dikfhfhaf  bdve  been  able  to  cdfi  aU 
the  -world  6*  their  besh  fir  Cbfifi  f  MSahy  of  the  martyrs 
had  fuch  fears,  and  they  were  faiisfied;  the  prevalency  of  lo*fe 
is  b*&  feen  at  .parting  y  there  mky  6t  more  k>ve  to  thrift  in 
toy  Ml,  than  tbou  art  now  awaira  of  ^  and  if  God  bring  thtt 
to  fueh  is  pinch,  thoii  maVeft  fee  lit        , 

*  4.  A  fourth  ground  ol  thefc  fad  tonclufldn^  is  ftorn  htitee* 
that  we  Arid  oiir  hearth  fotniftiirfes  itmrt  ftraitned  iri  private* 
rtanin  publifc  duties.  Ol  If  my  foul  were  fmcere*  ltd  a&lng* 
hi  duty  would  be  uniform*  I  {car  1  am  but  a  Pharifee  upon 
Ifcfc  ground,  ft  is  fad,  indeed,  we  fiSould  at  itly  tirhe  find  our 
taaits  ftraiterled  in  private*    But. 

Query  h  Do  hoi  nil  ttiri*  e^rg<»teritt  ih  duty  vMh& 
jptiblki  or  private*  depend  upen  the  Spirit,  wA»*iV  the  I*Pd 
tf  influences  >  and  according  d$  he  gii»s  outf  or  ktif  back 
thafe  influences,  jo  art  i%ou  uddrgid*  tf  fit  abetted*  Artd 
*bat  if  fometimes  he  pkafe*  to  gite  that  itf  a  public,  which  he 
^fth-holds  m  a  private  duty,  a*  loAg  ai»  thy  fottl  i*  Satisfied  jk 
-  neither,  without  communion  witti  Godi  aid  the  ftraknefs  f£ 
thy  heart  is  indeed  its  burden  ?  Deth  tfiat  argue"  thee  to  be  ai 
fefipacfife? 

QSery  2v  2)^  fife*  ff^T  *t<ji?  mfinsMe  <fp*iv*U  dktHto* 
dhdjef  fhyfeif  as  iefife  the  Lord  in  fftehr  Iftdeed,  if  thou 
live  iti  th*  cduftant  rieglea,  «r  c*  retefe  performance  of  them  j 
if  thou  *rt  ctttkui  awmt  public,  and  carekfs  about  private 
Utotfag*  that  wdtrfd  be  *  fid  figti :  but  when  you  hate,  confeieh- 
tioufly  ^formed,  and  often  met  With  God  in  them,  it  will  Me 
follow  that  ?*cf  arc*  hiRntdfej  became  that  cfcmtmimiofc  U  fomtf* 
kkfles  itttemvpt^d.    Befidea,  . 

*  Qj^^y  $•  Ma^  there  mt  be  ft<meihing%  &  fmetlme*%i*  * 
f4ghHe%  luhkb'it  Wanting  in  d  prt&aie  dkity,  h  rai/e  arid  ad* 
Vantage  thkii  affetH'Msl  Cod  may  forcetimes  m^tt^irfe  <tf 
Ae  mekin^affe^iofi^of  them  with  whom  thou  heareit,  or  pray 
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eft,  as  petty  inftr utpents  to  move  thy  affettions  $  this  advantage 
is  wanting' in  private  -^therefore  from  hence  (the  cafe  fo  Hand- 
.ing)  no  fiich  inference  can  be  drawn.  "* 
'.  $•  Another  ground  is  from  thofe  horrid  injc&ions  of  Sataa 
.with  which*  the  foul  is  greatly  perplexed.;  by  tjiefe  1  may  fee 
what  an  heart  I  have  :  Can  grace  be  where  thofe  are  I 

Yes,  grace  may  be  where  fucji  thoughts  are,,  though  not 
where  they  are  lodged,  and  confented  to.  Doft  thou  cry  out 
under  the  fefcrden  f  Enter  thy  proteft  in  heaver*  againft  tfceni, 
ftrrve  to  keep  up  holy  and  reverend  thoughts-  of  God  5  then  k 

•  if  vLlenee,  not  a  voluntary  pro/litut ion. 

*'[  6.  The  lift  ground  of  thefe  fad  cpnelufiona,  is,  the  Lord's 
lonjg  filehce,  and  fefcrhing  denial  of  our  long  depending  fuits, 
atnd  prayers.  O  if  God  had  any  regard  to  my  foul,  he  would 
have  heatd  my  cries  before  now !  But  I  have  no  anfwer  from 
fam,  therefore  no  intereftin  him*    But  ftay,  doubting  foul, 

Query  1.  Nave not 'many  faints  fiumbted uponthisftoneybe* 

for?  thee  ?  Pfal.  xvxL  «.  w  I  faid  m  my  hafte,  I  am'  cut  off 

/<  "from  before  thine  eyes  t  neverthekfs  thou;  feeardeft  the  voice 

_a  of  my  f^lpplkation.,,'  Sothe  church*  Lam.  in.  44.  "Thou 

"  covcreft  thyfelf  with  a  cloud,  that  our  prayers  Ihould  not 

«  pafe  through/*  Jonah  ii.  4.  "Then  faid  I,  I  am  Caftout<rf 

*  "thy  fights  And  may  not  you  be  miftaken  in  this  mattery  as 

Lwellasthey? 

•  ,  Q^ty,2~ThMgbG<&sabfarrhigx&^ 

be  an  argument  of  bis  abhorring  Jhe  per jbn  that  prays  i  yet  dare 
>we  conclude  ff  from' a  mere  fufpenfim    of  the  anfwer?    God 
-  .dray  bear  long  with  his  own  elecTt  that  cry  unto  him  day.  and 
flight,  Luke  xviiL  7. 

"Query  3.  Canyon  deny  but  that  there  arefomefigns  appear- 
ing  my  our fouls  y  even  whilft  Godfufpends  his  anfwer  >  that  argue 
your  prayers  arenotrejecled  by  him  ?  As,  (1.)  Though  no  an- 
lwer  come,  yet  you  are  ftill  refolved  to  wait :  You  dare  not 
fay  as  that  profane  wretch  did,  a  Kings  vL  33*  * w  This  evil  is 
u  of  the  Lord,  wliy  fhould  I  wait  for  him  any  longer  ?"  (2.) 
.You  can  clear  and  juftify  God  ftill,  and  lay  the  reafbft  and 
«aufe  of  his  filence  upon  yourfelves*  So  did  David,  PfaL  xxii* 
2,  y  w  O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day  time,  and  thou  heareft 
«*  not ;  and  in  the  night,  and  am  not  filent,  but  thou  art  holy," 
,&c.  (3.)  The  fufpenfion  of  God's  anfwer  makes  you  inquifi- 
tiv£  into  your  own  hearts,  what  evils  are  there  that  obftruft  you* 
prayers.  So  the  church,  Lam.  Hi..  8.  "He  fhutteth  out  my 
™  prayer  :"  And  how  doth  this  work  ?  You  may  feeder.  40- " 
"  Let  us  fcarch  and  try  our  ways/'    Well,  then,  neither 
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learn  hence  may  you  conclude  that  God  hath  no  love"  for 
your  fou&  1 

.  And  thnsil  have  (hewn  you  hjciw  to  keep  your  hearts,  in  * 
dark  and  doubting  feafon,  from  tbofe  defperate  coticlufions  of 
unbelief.  God  forbid  any  falfe  heart  fhould  encoW 
rage  kfelf  from  thefe  things  5  it  is  our  unhappineft  Caution. 
that  when  we  give  faints  and  fihners  their  proper 
portions,  that  each  of  them  are  fo  prone  to  take  up  the  other's 
part..    '....-.' 

.   Sea/on  1 1  *  The  televentb  fpecial  feafon  cafling  for  this  diligence 
«,  tb  keep  your  hearts,  is,  when  fufferings  for  religion. come  to  ' 
«  an  height,  then  look  to  your  hearts,  Matth.  xxiy.  8,9,10* 

*  f<  All  thefe  arethe  beginning  of  forrowe,  and  they  (hall  deli* 
*"  ver  you  up  to  be  afflitted,  and  fhaJl  kill  you ;  and  ye&all  be 
Vhafced  of  ail  nations  for  my  name's  fake ;  ajid  jheh  (hall  ma* 
%  ny  be-offiended."    When  fufferings  for  religion  grow  hot* 

<  then  bleffcd  is  he  that  is  not  offended  m  Chrift,  troubles  are 
f  then  .at  an  height*  (1.)  When  a  man's  neareft  friends  and 

*  relations  forfake  andleav/e  him,  Mic  vii.  5*6.  2  Tim;  iv.  16.' 

*  When  a  man  is  engaged  alone,  (2.)  When  it  comes  to;  re- 

<  fitting  to  blood,  Heb.  xii.  4.  (3.)  When  temptations  are 
'.*  prefented  to  us  in  our  fufferings,  Heb,  j&.  37.  (4.)  Whea 
f  eminent  perfons  for  profeffion  turn  afide,  and  defert  the  caufe 

*  of  Chrift,  a  Tim.  ii.  i$t '  t  '($.1  WJien  God  hides  his  face  in 

*  a  fufering  hour,  Jer,  *vi£  .17*  {CyWhen  &atan  falls  Upon 

*  us  with  ftrong  temptations,  «o  qneftion  th^  grounds  of  our 
c.  fufferings,  -or  the  foul's  intcreft  in  Chrift :  Now  it  is  hard  to 

*  keep  the  heart  from  turnirig  back,  and  the  fteps  from  decliq- 

*  ing  God's  ways/'  The  elevcrithsqueftion,  then,  fliall  be  this  t 
.  Cafe    ii.  Now  tie  heart  may  be  kept  from  relapjing  tinder' 

the  greatefi  fufferings  for  religion  ?  If  the-  bitternefs  of  fiif- 
ferings  at  any  time  caufe  thy  foul  to  diftafte  the  way  of  God, 
and  take  up  thoughts  of  forfaking  it;  ft<iy  thine  heart  under1 
that  temptation,  by  propounding  tieie  eight  queftions  fokmiUy 
to  itf     , 

.  Queftion  I.  What  reproach  and  d\fbotwur  fiall  1  pour  up* 
on  Chrift,  and  religion,  by  deferting  him  at  fitch  ax  tithe  af 
this?  This  will  proclaim  to  all  the  world,  that  how  muck 
foever  I  have  boafted  of  the  promifes,  yet,  wheji  it  comes  to  • 
the  trial,  I  dare  hazard  nothing  upon  the  credit  of  them :  And 
^ioW  will  this  open  the  mouths  of  Chrift's  ene&ies  to  blaf- 
yheme?  O  better  had  I  never  been  boni,  than  that  worthy 
fi^me  fhould  be  blafphemed  thro'  me  !  Shall  I  furoi(h  the  ul 
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timphs  of  the  entiicumcifed  ?  ShaU I maiqe mirth ia hell*  fl^ 
if  I  did  but  value  the  name  of  Chrift,  as  much  as  many  a  wid^ 
fed  man  values  lys  own  name,  I  could  never  endure  to  fee  it  ei- 
pofed  to  fucfc  contempt  \  Witf  proud  duft  and  aihes  vwtuw 
death/  yea*  hell,  rather  than  a  blot  upon  their  names  i  And 
ft  all  1  venture  nothing  to  fid  ve  the  honour  and  repu$*i*n  el 

fhrift?.    '-'  •     s.     ■     .-    i"     r_..    , 

Queft.  2.  Ban  IvielaU  my  eenfstemce  te  J&uf  my  jUjh* 
WhojbaU comfort 'me when confeience wounds  me f  What cam* 
Jbtt  is  there  in  life,  liberty,  or  friends,  when  peace  if  tafeea  *• 
way  from  the  inner  <nah  ?  When  Cooftmntias  threatened  to 
cut  off  SamofatenusVright.hand,  if  he  would  net  fubfcribe 
fomewhat  that  waa  againft  his  coafcience,  ht  held  up  both  his 
hands  to  the  meflenger  that  was  leftt,  frying,  he  fhatt  cut  off 
both,  rather  than  I  will  do  it :  Farewel  aU  peace,1  joy,  and  com* 
ibrt,  from  that  day  forward.'  t<  Had  Zimri  peace,  that  Hew  bis 
*  mafter  ?"  laid  jSeaetiei  So  fay  I  here,  bad  fadas  pefcee  f  Had! 
iptra  peace  I  And  (Hall  7011  have  peace,  if  you  tread  in  their 
fieps?  O  eonfider  what  you  do  J 

Queft.  3.  If  net  the  public  intereft  cf  Chrift  aniretmen^ 
jqftmtely  mere  than  my  private  interefc  ef  my  writ  1£ 
m  a  famous  faflag^,  that  of  Terenti us,  captein  to  Adrian  tfcc 
teiperor,  he  prefent^  a  petition  to  Adrian,  that  the  Chrifti- 
ins  might  have  a  temple  by  tbemfelves,  to  worftup  God  apart 
from  the  Arians :  The  emperor  tore  his  petition,'  kind  threw. 
it  away,  bidding  him  to  alfc  fomething  for  bimfelf,  ahd  it. 
ftould  be  granted*  But  he  modeftly  gathered  up  t\)e  nieces1 
of  his  petition  again,  and  told  him,  <  If  he  could  not  be  heard* 
<  m  God's  caufe,  he  would  never  afr anything  for  himfeJfA 
Tea,  eyen  Tally,  though  an  heathen,  could  fey,  Ne  immorta* 
Jitatem  quiieni  centra  rempuhlicam ;  he  -would  not  accept  even 
of  immortality  itfelf,  againft  the  commonwealth*  *  Q  if  we; 
had  more  public,  we  (hould  not  have  fuch  cowardly  fpirite ! 

Queft.  4.  DUJefus  ChrijL }ferve  t*ef(*>  when,  fer  my  Jahtf 
he  expofed  him/elf  tp  far  greater  fufferings    than  am  hef 
Jhtfbreme?'  His  fufieringg  wire  great  indeed,  he  fliffered  from' 
all  hands,  in  all  his  offices,  in  every  member,  not  only  in  his'; 
body, !  but  in  his  foul ;  yea,  t$e'  Offerings  of  his  foul  were  the 
wry  foal  of  hi»  fir$erfo*g* :  Witnefs  the  bloody  fweat  in  the 
garden ;  witnefs  that  heart-meltiftg,  and  heaven-rending  out? 
cry  upon  t^e  crofs,  "  My  God,  my'  God,  why  haft  thou  for- 
**  faken  me  ?"  And  jet  he  flinched  not,  H  he  endured  the 
*<  eroft,  defpifing  the  fiiame."  Alas !  what  are  my  fufferings,  « 
compared  with  Chrift's  I  lie  ha*  drank  up  all  that  -vinegar. 


$x>&  gitf  that  would  make  my  fufferings  Inner.  When  one  of 
<ffce  martyr*  was  o&ed  why  be  was  fo  merry  at  his  death  ?  O* 
{aid  he,  it  is  becaufe  the  foul  of  Chriil  was  fo  heavy  at  M*  death. 
Did  Chrift  bear  fuch  a  burden  for  me,  with  unbroken  patience, 
andconftancyj  an<i  ihall  I  (hrink  ba^k  £rom  momentary,  and 
tight  afflictions,  for  him  I 

Queft.  ^5.  If  not  eternal  Hfe  v>*rtbt  tie  Suffering  of  <r 
mtment's  fain  £  If  I  firfPer  with  him,  I  (hall  reign  \*kh  him. 
0  how  will  meg  venfnr*  life  and  limb  for  a  Siding  crown, 
{trim  through  fea*  of  Wood  to  a  throne  1  and  will  I  venture 
Nothing  i  furFer  nothing  for  the  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not 
jrjray  ?  My  dog  witt  follow  my  hode's  heels  from  morning  to 
pight,  take  many  a  weary  tiep  through  mice  and  dirt,  rather* 
than  leave  me,  though  af  night  all  he  gets  by  it  is  but  bones, 
and  blows :  ff  my  foul  bad  s*ny  rrue  greatnefs,  any  fparks  of 
gonerofity  in  \t9  bow  would  it  defpife  the  ifoffermgs  of  the  way, ' 
for  the  glory  of  the  end?  how  would  it  break  down  all  diffi- 
culties before  je  i  whilft,  r^y  an  eye  of  faith,  it  fees  the  fore* 
runner,  who  is  already  entered,  (landing,  as  it  were,  upon  the 
walk  of  beaven,  with  the  crown  in  his  hand,  faying,  *'  He' 

*  that  overcometh  ftall  inherit  ail  things.*'  Come  on,  then, 
my  foul,  $omeon,  there  is  eternal  life  hid  up  for  them  that, 
by  parjerit  continuance  in  well-doing,  feck  for  glory,  honomy 
jmd  immortality,  Rom.  ii.  7. 

Queftioh  6.  Can  I  fo  softy  caft  tffthefociety  and  company  of. 
$fe  faint sy  and  give  the  right-hand  offelkv/finp  to  the  wicked? 
How  can  I  part  with  fuch  lovely  companions  as  thefo  have- 
been  ?  How  often  have  I  been  benefited  by  their  counfels  r^ 
Ezra  x.  3.  how  often  refrefhed,  warmed,  and  quickened  by 
their  company  ?  Ecd.  iv.  xo,  11.  bow  often  have  I  faftcd  and 
played  with  them?  What  fweet  counfel  have  I  taken  with: 
{hem,  aadgofte  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  company?  And  (hall  I 
how  {hake  hands  with  them,  and  fay,  Farewelall  ye  faints,. 
for  ever ;  I  (hall  hevcr  be  among  you  more :  Come  di  unkards, 
(wearers,  blafphemers,  perfecutors,  you  fhall  be  my  everiafttng 
companions  ?  O  rather  let  mj  body  and  foul  be  rent  afander, 
than  that  ever  I  fhbuld  fay  thus  to  the  excellent  of  the  rath,  in 
Whom  is  all  my  delight. 

Queft.  *f*   Have  T  feriotifly  confidered  the  terrible  fcripture^ 
comminations  againfi  backfliders?    O  my  heart!  dareft  thou 
turn  thy  back  upon  the  very  point  of  fuch  threatening*  as 
tbefe?  Jer.  xvi}.  5,  fi.  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  curfed  be  the* 
«  man  thattrufteth  in  man,  and  maketh  flefli  his  arm  $  and 

*  whrfc  heart  departed!  from  the  Lord)  for  he <fc«tt bt  lit 
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*<  Nty  t&keep  the  HeArt  frm  6ac\Jliding. 

*  the  heath  in  the  defarti  and  fliall  not  fee«when  good  coinejlh/* 
{/•  e.)  The  curfe  of  God  (hall  wither  him  root  and  branch. 
And  Heb.  x.  26,  27.  '« If  wc  fin  wilfully,  after  we  have  re-? 

^  ccived  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  there  remained*  no  more 
M\  facrifice  for  fins,  but  a  certain  fearfal  looking  for  of  judgment, 
**  and  fiery  indignation,  which  (hall  devour  the  advert^ncs.** 
And  again,  ver*  38.  "If  any  man  drawback,  my  foul  fliall 
«*  havenopleafure  in  Kimr  Asifhe.ihouldfay,  €  Take  him 
•world,  take  him,  devil,  for  your  own,  I  have  no  delight  in 
<  hint.'  O  who  dare  drawback,  when  God  has  hedged  up  the 
way  with  fuch  terrible  threats  as  thefc ! 

Queft.  8.  CanlhokCbriJl  in  the  f ace %  at  the  dayrf  judg-t 
merit y  if  Idefert  bkn  n$w  f 

«  Me  that  is  afhamed  of  me  and  of  my  words,  in  this  aduU 
«  terous  and  finful  generation*  of  him  fliall  the  Son  of  maa 
"  be  afliaroed  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  witk 
*f  the  holy  angels,"  Mark  vfe.  38:  Yet  a  little  while,  and  yoi* 
fliall  fee  the  'fign  of  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory ;  the  laft  trump  fliall  found, 
the  dead,  both  fmall  and  great,  even  all  that  fleep  in  the  dull 
fliall  awake,  and  come  before  that  great  white  throne,  on  which 
Chrift  fliall  fit  in  that  day.  And  now  do  but  imagine  thou 
faweft  the  trembling  knees,  and  quivering  lips  of  guiky  ,fin- 
ners  5  imagine  thou  heardeft  the  dreadful  fentence  o£  thp 
Judge  upon  them,  u  Go,  ye  -curied,"  &c.  and  then  a  cry.  Oh! 
the  weeping,  wailing,  and  wringing  of  hands,  that  there  fliall 
be/  Wouldft  thou  defert  Chrift  now,  to  protraft  a  poor,  mrfe* 
cable,  life  or*  earth  ?  If  the  word  of  God  be  true,  if  the  farm- 
ings of  Chrift  be  fcafcd  and  faithful,  this  fliall  be  the  portion 
df  the  apoftate.  It  is  an  eafy  thing  to  flop  the  mouth  of  con- 
science now,  but  will  it  be  eafy  to  flop  the  mouth  of  the 
Judge  then  ?  Thus  keep  thy  heart,  that  k  depart  not  from- 
the  living  God. 

\  Sea/on  12.  The  twelfth  feafon  of  looking. diligently,  to.  our^ 
liearts,  and  keeping  them  with  gneate^  care,  is  the  time  of  fick- 

,  nefs  :  i  When  a  child  of  God  draws  high  to  eternity,  when 

*  there  are  but  a  few  fands  more  in  the  upper  part  of  his  glafs 
«  to  run  down  ;  now  Satan  bufily  beftirs  himfelf;  of  him 
~4  it  may  be  faid,  as  of  the  natural  ferpent,  nunpiam  ntfi  mori- 
4  ens  producitur  in  longum  ;  he  is  never  feen  at  his  full  length 
€.  till  dying :  And  now  his  great  defign,  fince  he  cannot  win 

*  the  foul  from  God,  is  to  difcourage,  and  make  it  unwilling 

*  to  go  to  God,  though  the  gracious  foul,  with  Jacob,  fhould 

*  then  roufe  up  itfelf  upon  a  dying  bed*  and  rejoice  tjiat  the 


.  _        Bow  to  encpurage  the:  Jleart  againjt  Death.  f       if: 
1  marriagerday  of  the  Lamb  is  now  alinoft  come;  though  it 

*  fliould  then  lay,  with  dying  Auftin,  vivere  remio  ut  Chrift* 

*  vivam  >  I  defpife  life  to  be  with  Chrift.  Or  as  dying  Milius, 
«  when  one  afked  him,  whether  he  were  willing  to  die  ?  O  laid 

*  he,  illiis  eft  nolle  morif  qui  nolit.  ire  ad  Chriftum ;  let  him  be 
1  unwilling  to  die,  who  is  unwilling  to  go  to  Chrift.  .  But  O ! 
<  what  (hruxking  front  death  ?  What  loathnefs  to  depart,  may 
4  foroetimes  (indeed  too  frequently)  be  obferved  in  the  people 

*  of  God  ?  How  loath  are  fome  of  them  to  take  death  by  the 
'  cold  hand  ?  If  fuch  a  liberty  were  indulged  to  us,  not  to  be 
«  diflblved  till  we  diltolve^ourfelvea  \.  when  fliould  we  fay  with 
«  St.  Paul,  « I  defire  to  be  diflblved i"  Well  then,  the  laft  cafe 
.(hallbethis.       % 

Cafe  12.  How  the  people  qfGoa\  in  times  of  Jicknefs,  may  get 
their  hearts  loofe  from  all  earthly  engagements^  andperfuadc 
them  into  a  viiUingnefs  to  die. 

And  there  are  feven  arguments,  which  I  (hall  urge  upon  the 
people  of  God  at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  to  make  them  chearfully 
entertain  the  rneflengers  of  death,  and  die,  as.  well  as  live,  like 
faints. .  And  the  firft  is  this : 

Argument  i.  Firft,  The  harmlefnefs  of  death  to  the  people 
tf  God.  Though  it  keeps  its  dart9  it  hath  loft  its  fling :  A  faint 
{to  allude  to  that,  Ha.  xi.  8.)  "  May  play  upon  the  hole  of  the 
4'  afp,  and  put  his  hand  into  the  cockatrice's  den."  Death  i& 
*he<£ockatrice,  or  afp,  the  grave  is  his  hole  or  den ;  a  faint  need 
not  fear  to  put  his  hand  boldly  into  it :  It  hath  left  and  loft  its 
fting  in  the  fides  of  Chrift,  I  jCor.  xv.  55.  "O  death!  where 
"  is  thy  fting  ?"  Why  art  thou  afraid,  O  faint,  that  this  fick- 
nefs  may  be  thy  death,  as  long  as  thou  knoweft  that  the  death 
of  Chrift  is  the  death  of  death  ?  Indeed,  if  thou  didft  die  in  thy 
fins,  as  John  viii.21.  if  death,  as  a  king,  did  reign  over  thee, 
,Rom.  v.  14.  If  it  could  feed  upon  thee,  as  the  lion  doth  upon 
the  prey  he  hath  taken,  as  Pfalm  xlix,  14*.  If  "  hell  followed 
«« the  pale  Jiorfe,"  as  it  is,  Rev.  vi.  8.  then  thou  mighteft  well 
ftartle  and  (hrink  back  from  it ;  but  wheiuGod  hath  put  away 
thy  fins  from  thee,  "  as  far  as  the  eaft  is  front  the  weft,"  PfaL 
ciii.  12.  as  long  as  there  is  no  other  evil  left  in  death,  for  thee 
to  encounter  with,  but  bodily  pain ;  as  long  as  the  fcriptures 
,reprefent  it  to  thee  under  fuch  harmlefs  and  eafy  notions,  as  the 
putting  off  thy  cloaths,  2  Cor.  v.  3. "  And  lying  down  to  fleep 
*'  upon  thy  bed,"  Ifa.  lvii.  2.  ^Why  (houldft  thou  be  afraid  ? 
There  is  as  much  difference  betwixt  death  to  tie  people  of 
God;  an/d  others,  as  betwixt  the  unicorn's  horn,  when  it  is  up- 
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*8  '       Hovj  td  ehcmtr&ge  the  Heart  agamfi  Dt*f%. 

on  the  head  of  that  fierce  bead,  and  when  it  is  id  the  apotkei 

caiy's  (hops,  where  it  is  made  falubrious  and  medicinal. 

Airg.  2.  7"/ry  A<?rtrf  may  be  kept /rem  Jbririkihg  hack  nkjuA 
4  time  as  fbis,  by  confidering  the  necejffity  *fde£thy  in  wrier  tb  the 
full  fruition  cfGtol. 

Whether  thou  art  willing  to  die  or  no*  I  affure  thee  there 
is  no  other  way  to  obtain  the  full  fatisfa&ion  of  thy  foul,  and 
complete  it*  happinefa ;  till  the  hand  of  death  do  thee  the  kind 
office  to  draw  afide  the  curtain  of  the  fleih,  thy  foul  cannot  fee 
God :  This  animal  life  (lands  betwixt  him  and  thee,  2  Cor.  ft 
&  "  Whilft  we  axe  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  abfent  frofll 
"  the  Lord."  Thy  body  muft  be  refined  and  caft  into  a  neW 
mould,  elfe  that  new  wine  of  heavenly  glor,  would  break  it 
Paul  in  his  higheft  rapture,  2  Cor.  xii.  4 .  when  he  heard  thing j 
unutterable,  was  then  but  as  a  ftander-by,  a  looker  on*  not  adi 
mitted  into  the  company  as  one  of  them ;  ^ut  as  the  angels 
are  in  our  afiemblies,  to  was  Paul  in  that  glorious  -afiemblf 
above,  and  no  otherwife  \  and  yet  even  for  wis  he  mnft,  as  it 
Were,  be  taken  out  of  thebody,  uncloathed  for  a  little  time,  t* 
have  a  glimpfe  of  that  glory,  and  then  put  on  his  deaths  again; 
G  then  !  who  would  not  be  willing  to  die  for  a  full  fight  and 
enjoyment  of  God?  Metbinks  thy  foul  flioulrf  look  and  fight ' 
Kke  a  prifoner,  through  the  grates  of  this  mortality ;  "  O  that 
"  I  had  wings  like  a  dove,  then  would  I  fly  away,  and  hie  at 
"reft:"  Moil  men  need  patience  to  die,  but  a  faint -thai 
•nderftands  what  death  admits  him  to,  mould  rather  need^pa* 
tience  to  live ;  metbinks  he  fhould  often  look  out,  and  Kfteft 
on  a  death-bed  for  his  Lord's  coming  j  and  when  he  receives 
the  news  of  has  approaching  change,  (hould  fay,  "  The  voice 
u  of  my  beloved !  behold,  be  Cometh  leaping  over  the  mo\in* 
(C  tairfc,  (kipping  over  the  hillsr"  Cant*  ii.  8. 

Arg.  3.  Another  argument  perfudding  to  this  laillingnefii 
is  the  immediate  fiucejjim  ef  a  more  excellent  and  ghrme 
tfe. 

It  is  but  a  wink,  and  you  (hall  fee  God:  Yotn*  happinefi 
(hall  not  be  deferred  till  the  refurre&ion$  but  as  foon  as.  the 
body  is  dead,  the  gracious  foul  is  fwallowed  up  in  life,  Rom* 
viii.  10,  tr.  When  once  you  have  loofedfrom  this  fhore,  in  a 
few  moments,  your  fouls  will  be  wafted  over  upon  the  wings 
#f  angels  to  the  other  (hone  of  a  glorious  eternity.  Phil.  i.  z^ 
*  I  defire  to  be  diffoived,  and  to  be  with  Chrift."  Did  the 
foul  and  body  die  together,  as  Berilius  taught  y  or  did  they 
fieeptill  the  refurre£lion,  as  others  have  grouiidlefly  fancied  4 
it  had  been  a  madncfe  for  Paul  to  defire  a  diflblutiori  for  the 


*hjbjteettt  df  €htift :  For  if  tfcte  #er<e{bj  hfe  enjoyed  nidi*  of 
thrift  tfrhilft  Ms  foul  dtfelt  ill  hs  flcWy  tabtniaclc J  than  He 
jfoouldbiitpfit:  .      « 

There  arf  bat  t*6  *af $  df  Bid  fotil's iMrigi  **>** ittfcrijfc 
f  ur«*  ?&*  the  jiffe  of  /«Wfc  ahd  the  life  of  tffo&a,  t  Cor:  ♦* 
$.  Tbbfe  two  dftrldfe  an  time;  bdth  orefettt  arid  ftitrtre}  betwiik 
theiri^  1  Coir,  xiii:  13.  If  ftheii  faith  fails*  figtit:  ftdtrid  hot  i»- ' 
Mediately  fuccefed*  wiiat  ftoidd  feetbtne  of  the  tohifodied.  foul  f 
But  biefled  be  God  thfc  great  fceart*fUbi${fcirig  truth  Is  evi- 
dent!* revealed  hi  ta^^^  **HL  43;  TctoBaVe  Shrift** 
jTomiffc,  Jdhji  ifir;  £  rt  I  #ill  covAt  atld  tefceMre  yoU  td  myfelfc1* 
U  what  a  change  will  a  fctr  moments  make  upori  your  con- 
dition ?  Roiift  up,  dying  faint  \  *ha*  thy  &ul  is  fcbffle  but  i 
little  farther  $  ^hen  it  fliall  ftaiM  like  Abrakani  at  iti  tent- 
ddor,  the  aftgd*  of  God  fhall  foot*  be  *ith  hi  the  fouls  of  tfte 
cleft  are^  *S  it  were;  put  out  b  the  angels  to  htfrfifc  and  *hett 
^heVdiei  tfiefe  angels  tarty  therri  home  again  to  their  Father'* 
fcbirfei  ifanaiigel  Weire  tatifed  ib  fly  iwiftty  td  bring  a  fahrt 
ihfc  ahfiver  oftfe|>ra^efi  Dah.ht.  la;  hbw  much  morewift 
-  the  angels  come  poft  froni  fceatten  to  rcteeite  and  transfer  thjd 
fraying  fohyrfetf?                     ,        *       .       •         4       ' 

Argp.  4i  Farther;.  Jnr.ifi^  *»c*  chkaaie  ft   tfy  toimgriep 
M  tiityU  confider*  that  by  death  Gfi  tfltentiritts  tides  Mi  peq>h>  * 
-hct  if  tie  yoay  6f  off  tvnipfaiipnS  m&  trduBiti  iiptm  dtth>  Beih, 
ixr.  13.  *  Writer  ftonihehcefdrth,  lileflfedare  the  dead  ifrhich 

*  die  iii  M.  tord.*1  It  is  €krd*s  tlfiiai  *ay*  #heii  fotrie  ei^ 
traordklary  calamities  ate  bbiiiirtg  upori  the  Worlds  id  fet  bid 
|«opicotrt  of  farms  Way  befdre-hatid*  Ifa;  Ivii;  1.  *  Merciful 
*«  nieii  are  takeri  ar#ay  frdrit  the  ct il  to  ^oijiei^  So  Mid  ^rii. 'is 
-When  fucft  ah  eVil  tinie  comes  ai  is  there  deferitted*   u  thai 

*  rfiey  ajJ  i^  ih  wait  for  blood,  arid  every  niaii  hthits  his  brothdr 
,  •*■  witii  i  iiA^.  Oddj  by  axi  aft  of  favdur;  libuftii  his  p^djp^ 

before-hand.  Doft  thou  know  what  *^il  J^ay  be  in  the  earth* 
attach  flitm  artfo  loith  td  leivt  f  Thf  (Sd4  reiitdVeS  thee  for 
t%  rre^t  adtrantagc  j  thoii  artdiftirided  by  4«athi  arid  called  dft 
tile  field ;  other  poor  faints  muft  ftand  t6  &  arid  endure*  a  gre^t 
igfitof  affliaiotxs; 

It  i^  dbferred  rJftat  Medii|fdaii  died  Ai  vetf  feir  betor^  ihii  ' 
iboA  1  hugri&ney*  litrle before thefatkingof  Hippo  {  j*are"u^ 
^irft  before  the  taking  of  fieid^urgh:  Luther  pbferv&b  th^t 
^Aea^oftlesdiedbefdre  the  ddftrudion of  |a^al^i abft 
liUtherfiiitifelf  died  before  the  W^s  broke  out  iti  Qeftnanyv  J^ 
may  be  the  Ldrd  fees  the  tender  heart  eaiihdt  endiite  to  fee  did 


jje>         Hto)  tt  encourage  the  Heart  agamft  Death; 

-  mifery,  or  bear  the  temptations  that  are  coming,  and  therefotf 
will  now  gather  thee  to  thy  grave  in  peace;  and. yet  wilt  th«§ 
cry,  O  fpare  me  a  little  longer  ? 

Arg.  5.  If  yet  thy  heart  hang  back9  confidcr  the  great  ad- 
vantage you  will  have  by  death,  above  all  that  ever  you  enjoyed 

.en  earth ;  and  that,  (1.)  As1  to  your  communion  with  God: 
(2.)  As  to  your  communion  with  faints. 

1 .  For  your  communion  with  God :  the  time  of  perfe&ing 
that  is  now  come  ;  thy  foul  mail  fhortly  ftand  before  the  face 
of  God,  and  have  the  immediate  emanations  and  beamings  forth 
of  his  glory  upon  it;  here  thy  foul  is  remote  from- God,  the 
beams  of  his  glory  ftrike  it  but  obliquely  and  feebly,  but  fhortly 
it  will  be  under  the  line,  and  there  the  run  (hall  ftand  frill,  a4 

*it  did  in  Gibeon  ;  there  fh^ll  be  no  cloudings,  no*  declinings 
of  it.    O  how  mould  this  fill  thy  foal  with  defircs  of  being  un- 

,cloathed  t 

*  •    2.  A*  for  the  enjoyment  of  faints,  here  indeed  we   have 

[  fellowfliip  with  them  of  the  lower  form ;  but  that  fellowmip 
i$  fo  difiweetened  by  remaining  corruptions,  that  there  is  no 
fatisfa&ion  in  it;  as  it  is  the  greateft  plague  that  can  befal  an 
hypocrite  to  live  in  a  pure  church,  fo  it  is  the  greateft  vexation 
to  thefpirit  of  a  faint,  toiive.in  a  corrupt  and  disordered  church; 

.but  when  death  hath  admitted-  you  into  that  glorious  aflembiy 
of  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perieft,   you  fliall  have  the 

,defire  of  your  hearts;  We  you  cannot  fully  clofe  with  one 
another ;  yea,  you  cannot  fully  clofe  with  .your  own  fouls.  O 
what  difcords,  jarrings,  cenfurings  are  here  ?  What  perfeft, 
bleffed  harmony  there  !  In  heaven  each  faint  loves  another  as 

•himftdf,  they  are  altogether  lovely.  O  my  foul,  hafte  thee 
away  from  the  lion's  dens,  from  the  mountains  of  Betber,  from 
divided  faints,  to  thofe  mountains  of  myrrh,  and  hills  of  frank- 
incenfe :  thou  art  now  going  unto  thine  own  people*  as  the 

'apoftle's  phrafe  imports,  2  Cor.  v.  8- 

Arg.  o.  If  all  this  will  not  do,  Confider  what  keapy  bur- 

>  dens  death  will  eafe  thy  fboulders  of. 

In  this  tabernacle  we  groan,    being  burdened,  (1.)  With 

"bodily  diftempers  ;  how  true  do  we  find  that  of  Theophrafius, 

.The  foul  j&ys.  a  dear  cent  for  the  tenement  it  now  lives  in  ? 

-  But  glorified  bodies  are  clogged  with  no  indifpofitions ;  death 
is  the  beft  phyfician  ;  itiwill  cure  thee  of  all  difeafes  at  once. 
(2.}  With  the  indwelling  of  fin;  this  makes  us  groan  from 
the  very  bowels,  Rom.  vii.  24.  "  But  he  that  is  dead*  is  free 
«'  from  fin,"  Rom.  vi.  7.  Hathjuftification  deftroyed  its  damr 
ningfGwer9  and  fan&ification  its  reigning  power/  Spglorifi- 


How  to  encourage  tie  Heart  againfl  Death.  '         9* : 
cation  deftroys  its  veFy  being  and  exiftence.    (3.}  We  groan 
under  temptations  here,  but  as  foon  as  we  are  out  of  the  body/ 
ire  are  out  of  the  reach  of  temptation :  when  once  thou  art  got 
into  heaven,  thou  mayeft  fay,  Now  Satan,  1  am  there  where* 
thou  cahft  not  come ;  for  as  the  damned  in  hell  zxttnahob- 
fprmati)  To  fixed  in  fin  and  mifery,  that  their  condition  cannot 
be  altered ;  fo  glorified  faints  are  bono  confirmatiy  fo  fixed  in; 
holinefs  and  glory,  that  they  cannot  be  fhakeft.-    (4.)  Here  we' 
groan  under  various  troubles,  and  afflictions,  but  then  the  days' 
of  our  mourning  are  ended.  God  fball  wipe  away  all  tears  from 
our  eyes.     O  then  let  us  hafte  away,  that  we  may  be  at  reft. 

•  Argument  y.  Ifftill  thou  linger,  like  Lot  in  Sodom,  theny 
lajlly9  examine  all  the  pleas  and  pretences  for  a  longer  time  on 
earth.     Why  art  thpti  unwilling  to  die?         •  S     - 

»  Objection  1.  0 1  have  many  relations  in  the  world,  I  know 
got  what  will  become  of  them  when  I  am  gone. 

#  Solution.  If  thou  art  troubled,  about  their  bodies,  and  out- 
ward condition,  why  (hould  not  that  word  fatisfy  thee,  Jcr, 
xKx.  1  j.  Leave,  thy  fatherlefs  children  to  me,  1  will  keep  them 
**  alive,  and  let  thy  widows  truft  in  me"  Luther,  in  his kft 
will  and  teftament,  hadi  this  expreffion,  cLord,  thpu  haft  gi- 

*  ven  me  wife  and  children,  I  have'  nothinjfto  leave  tnem,  but 
y  I  commit  them  unto  thee,    O  Father  of  the  fatherlefs,  and 

*  judge  of  widows,1 Nutria  ferva^doce  \  nourilh,  keep,  and  teach 

*  them/    Or,  art  tfiou  troubled  for  their  fouls  ?  Thou  canft 
.  not  convert  them,  if  thou  fhouldft  live,  and  God  can  make  thy 

prayers  and  counfels  to  live,  and  .take  place  u^>on  them  when 
thou  art  dead. ,  ■    '  j»  ' 

.  Objection  2.  I  would  fain  live  to  do  God  more  fervice  in  the 
world.  •    .  .  f 

■  Solution,  Well,  but  if  he  .have'no  more  fervice  for  thee  to 
do  here,  why  4h'ouldft  thou  not  fay  with  "David,  <c  If  he  have 
«*  no  delight  to  ufe  me  any  fartKer,,here  am  I,  let  him  do  what 
*€  feemeth  him  good."  In  this  jworld  thpu  haft  no  more  to  dof 
but  he  is  calling  thee  to  aa  higher  fervice  and  employment  in 
heaven ;  and  what  thou  wouldft  ido  fpr  him  here,  he  can,  do  that 
by  other  hands.  .      •    •«• 

Ohje&ion  3.  I  am  not  yet  fully  ready,  1  am  not  as  a  bride, 
completely  adorned  for  the  bridegroom. 

Solution.  Thy  juftification  is.  complete  already,  though  thy 
fan£Ufication  Jbe  not  fo  5  and  the  way  to  make  it  fo,  is  to  die  ; 
jfcr  tiU  then  it  will  have  its  defe&s,  and  wants.    *         ^ 

.  ■    ...-  V.  ■"■■■  ;.  .'•"  M*  ~   :  ..■;■•  -.,,;,";  - 


5»  tfy  Stint*  wab  Jl>  wfpiutfullfr 

OfyTOm  4.  O  but  I  waot France;  tfJM  tfcatj  fffdl 
«tf e  pref endy.  -  >  ; 

Solution.  Xcfr  there  it  ftiekf,  indeed;  but  t^em  f08$da, 
that  an  t*e*?ty  willingnefs  to  fe*?e  all  the  ?Qii4  to  befreej 
from  fin>  and  lie  with  God,  W  the  nctt  way  to  that  defirerjj 
^fiUrance  5  no  carnal  perfon  wa*  cyer  willing  {p  die  ^pon  tb^ 
ground* 

And  thus  I  have  fini&ed  thofe  safe*  ^hkh  fo  nearly  3$* 
<^rn  ^people  of  God,  in  the  foreral  eoml^  their  lify 

and  taught  {hen*  How  to  |eofi  their  h**TO  in  all*    I  (hall  gap 
apply  tf*e  whole.  '    " 

"  |,  Ufa  |f  tyfirintfiqu 

^K7*  jQtJ?  have  heard,  that  the  keeping  c£  tfee  heart  «j  tta 
j£  great  work  of  a  (fhtiffiran,  ici  which  the  very  foul  a»4 
litVof  religion  cojififts,  and  without  iritfch  ajl  othenduttes  are 
df  no  valtie  with  (God :  hence,  theni  I  ftralt  infer,  to  the  con* 
ftertiation  9/  hyalites,  and  formal  profeflb^ 

i,  'Yfy  the  pains  atv£>  labours  which  many,  Pfrfips  have. 
faJteh  ifi  rettgivn*  are  hut  kjt  lab^/Lr  andpains^  ^n^furf^^ 
J^clids^iU.never^rntaact^ty^'^^^^^^" 
'   Many  gre#  ftryiccs  Tiave  been  perifoimedl,  many  kJkhjK 
works  are  fraught  by  n*en,  which[  yet  are  utter^  rejected  vj. 
tiod,  and  0iaU  never  ftand  upon  record,  in  orcler  to  an  'eternal 
acceptation^  becaufe  they  *oo*  no  heed  ^0  keep  theii  hearts  with! 
Cod  in  thofe  d-utics  t^ is  is  that  fatal  rock,  upon  wljich  tboCi- 
fctnds  of  vain  ppofeffbrs  have  tpHt  tiemfelves  eternally :  they 
^e  ^rious  about;  t^e  externals  of  religion,  W  regaxdlefrd 
^heirhearjs.  *  0  hpw  many  houf^  have  jfothe  profeflbrs  (pent; 
in  hearing,  praying,  reading, ' conferring  1,  and  yet,' a$  tn.drf 
jnaih  end  6i  religion,  as  ^ood  they  had  (at  ftill^  and  done  no-. 
Aing  1  for  'all  t^i$  fig^ifie|  rojhii^the  great  wofk,  I  m&x\ 
^eart-tirork,  fy**%  all  Ac  ww^i^K^te&t/^eli'  ine^  thot\ 
tain  profefptf ,  when  di^H  thou  tyied1  a  tearfpr  t^e  deaikef«> 
^ardnefs,  unbdiei;,  or  tatffajfcd$ o£\hy  beart  jjj  Thinkelt  thoi* 
&eb  rt"tt^/^jp<^'"-^4fc?p/ft^-ft  Jl  (tip :'we  may  invert 
thrift's  words, ,  and  fe)>  *  *  Wide  is  the  gate^  a^d  broad  i$  the' 
#  waj,  that  feadeth ,'to  fife^  an4  inany  t^ere  be  that  |6  i^ 
V  thereati^  IJear  me,1  t;hou  (elif-deluding  hypocrite,'  ^hoiji  that 
^aft  {tut; '  off  God,  with  heartlefs  duties,  tfebu  that  K»4  a$€< 
in  region  ^s  if  thou  hadft;  been  WefEng  an  idqjl^  that  coyldtit  not 
.fearpli  ini  'dijfedver  thyhnejirtj  thou  that  haft;  offered  to  God 
.  tut  the  fkin  of  the  facrifice*  not  tte  marrow,  fat  and  inwards  of 


ft*  |jow  wft  thou  abide  the  coating  of  the  Lord  t  tip*  wilt 
thpu  hold  yp  thy  head  befpre  fcim,  when  he  (hall  fay,  O  tbou 
diffembliur,  faUe-bearfed  man !  how  qoujdft  thou  pro&is  re- 
ligicm  ?  With  what  fa*e  <qgi^ldft  thouf  fo  often  tell  me  thai 
tfcou  loyedft  rae,  when  thpu  fcngweft  all  the  while,  in  thine  own 
pmfoegce,  that  thine  heart  wa#  not  with  me  ?  O  tremble  t*. 
think .wMi  fearful  judgment  it  is  to  be  given  over  to  a  heed* 
|e&,  Jind  faf^Jeft  heart  j  an4  then  to  have  religious  duties 
inftcad  pf  a  f  attle^.  to  quiet  and  dill  the  conscience  I 

a.  JiencQ,  alio  infer,  fqr  the  humiliation ,  even  of  upright  . 
hearts,  7%*/  unfysthe  p^ple  tf  (Pcd/pend  more  tme  and  pains 
atwt  thtir  kiarts^tkangfntfalty  and  ordinarily  they  <k,  f A*y  *r*  „ 
n^v/f  /#*  *?  dj  £$f  mufhfirvifiet  w  k*  win***  *f  vptch  covtfort 
m  this  world.' 

'"  \  qtay  lay  pf  tl^at  Chriftian  that  is  remits  and  careleft  in  keep- 
ing hjs  heart.  89  ftcob  faid  of  Reuben,  «  Thou  Ihalt  not  excel/' 
&  grieve*  me  Jo  fee  how  many  Chriftian*  there  are  that  go  up 
and  down  dcjc£kedj  aqd  complaining,  that  live  at  a  poor,  low 
fate,  bott^  of  teryiee  and  cpmfort  j  and  how  can  they  cxpeft  it 
fliould  be  otherwife,  a?  lptyg  as  they  live  at  fuch  a  careleft  irate  ? 
P  how  lit|ie  of  their  time  i$  fpent  in  the  cUrfet,  in  Marching, 
fumbling,  and  quickening  their  hearts  i   . 

You  fay  ^our  hearts  are  dead,  and  do  you  wonder  they  are 
Jb,  as  long;  as  you  keep  them  not  with  the  fountain  of  life  ?  K 
jour  bodies  had  been  dieted  as  your  fouls  have  been,  they 
wo^ld  have  been  dead  too ;  never  exped  better  hearts,  till  you 
take  more  oaina  with  them  :  Quifugit  moUm^fagitfarinam; 
be  that  will  mi)t  have  the  /we  it,  mtift  not  expe<2  xhtfmet  o£ 
Religion. 

O  Chriftians  -  I  fear  your  seal  and  ftrength  have  run  in  the 
Throng  channel ;  I  fear  moft  of  us  may  take  up  the  Church'* 
^omplaint,  Cant.  i.  <S.  *  They  hate  made  me  the  keeper  of  the 
V  Yineyardsu  hut  mine  own  vineyard  have  I  not  kept*"  T*« 
flings  have  eaten  up  the  time  and  ftrength  of  the  profeflprs  o£ 
this,  generation,  and  fadly  diverted  them  from  heart-work : 
'  (i.)  Frultieft  controversies  ftarted  by  Satan,  I  doubt  not,  tft 
^iis  very  purpofe,  to  take  us  off  from  practical  godlinefs,  t» 
qoafce  us  puzzle  our  heads,  when  we  fliould  be  fearehing  our 
J^earts.  O  hpw  little  have  we  minded  that  of  the  apoftle,  Heh. 
xiU.  p.  "  It  is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  be  eftablHhed  wkh 
V.  grace,  an4  not  with  meats ;"  (i.  e.)  with  difputes  and  con* 
tcoverfies  about;  meats,  "  which  have  not  profited  them  that 
?,  haye  been  occupied  therein." 

g  how  much  better  is  it  to  fee  men  live  exafily,  than  to 


94:  Why  Saint*  walk  fo  uriemJhrhtSfy. 

hear  them  difpute  fubtlety !  Thefe  unfruitful  queftions,  how-- 
have  they  rended  the  churches,  wafted  time  atad  fpirits,  and1 
called  Chriftians  off  from  their  main  bufinefe,  from  looking  to 
their  own  vineyard  ?  What  think  ye,  firs  ?  Had  it  not-  been 
better  if  the  queftions  agitated  among  the  people  of  God,  of  late ' 
days,  had  been  fuch  as  thefe  ?  How  (hall  a  man  difcern  the- 
fpecial,  from  the  Common  operations  of  the  Spirit  ?  How  may  a 
foul  difcern  its  firftdeclinings  from  God  ?  How  may  a  backfir- 
ing Chriftian  recover  ihis  firft'  love?  How'  may  the  heart  be4 
preferved  from  unfeafonable  thoughts  in  duty  ?  How  may  a, 
bofomfin  be  difcovered,  and  mortified,  be.  Would  not  this 
have  tended  more  to  the  credit  of  religion,  and  comfort  of  your  * 
fouls  ?  O  it  is  titoe  to  repent  and  beafhamed  of  this  folly !  When 
I  read  what  Suarez,  a  Papift;  faid,  who  wrote  .many  tomes  of  * 
'deputations,  that  he  prized  the  time  he  fet  apart  for  the  fcarch- . 
ing  and  examining  of  his  heart,  in  reference  to  God,  above  all 
the  time  that  ever  Jie  ipent  in  other  ftudies  5  I  ani  afhaimed  to 
find  the  profeffors  of  this  age;  yet  infenfible  of  their  folly, : 

'  £hall  the  Confciencc  0/  a  Suarez  feel  a  relenting  pang  for 
ftrength  and  time  fo  ill  employed,  and  fhall  not  yours  ?  This 
kit  your  minifters  long  fince  warned  yoii  of ;  your  fp?ritual 
nurfes  were  afraid  of  the  rickets,  when  they  faw  your  heads 
only  to  grow,  and  your  hearts  to  wither.  O  when  will  God 
beat  our  fwbrds  into  plow-fhares !  I 'mean,  our  difputes  and 
contentions  into  practical  godlincfs.  (2.)  Another  caufe  of 
riegle&ing  our  hearts,  hath  been  earthly  incumbrances ;  the 
heads  and  hearts  of  many  have  been  filled  with  fuch  a  crowd* 
and  hoife  of  worldly  bunnefs,  that  they  have  facfly  and  fen* 
fibly  declined  and  withered  in  their  zeal,  love,  and  delight  in 
God  5  \n  their  heavenly,  ferious,  and  profitable  way  of  conver* 
Tm^wi^i  man. 

'    O  how  hath  this  wildernefs  entangled  us  1  curdifcoiiffesand 
conferences,  nay,  our  very  prayers  and'  duties,  have  a  tang 

*  of  it :  w^  have  had  fo  much  work  without  doors,  that  we  have 
been  able  to  do  but  little  within.  It  was  the  fad  complaint  of 
kri  holy  one  *,  *  O  (faith  he)  it  is  fad  to  think  how;  many  pre^ 

'  *  cious  bpportunities  I  have  loft  5  how  many  fweet  motions 

*  and  admonitions  of  the  Spirit  I  have  pafTed^yer  unfiruitfully, 
<  and  made  the  Lord  to  fpeak  in  vain  :  in  the  fecret  illapfes  of 

*  his  Spirit  the  Lord  hath  called  upon  me,  but  my  worldly 

*  thoughts  did  ftrll  lodge  within  me,  and  there  was  no  place 
/   *  within  my  heart  for  fuch  calls  of  God/'     Surely,  there  is  a 

way  of  enjoying  God,  even  in  our  worldly  employments  J  Goo* 
#  Mr.  Strong. 


.  faints  *ma(k  fo  uncomfortably.  ,  95 

r  would  4iever  have  put  us  upon  them  to  our  lofs  j  M 'Enoch 
"  walked  with  God,  and  begat  fons  and  daughters,"  Gen.  v. 

•  19.  He  walked  with  God,  but  did  not  retire  and  feparate  him* 

•  felf  from  the  things  of  this  life  :  and  the  angels,  that  are  env 
,  ployed  by  Chrift  in  the  things  of  this  world,  (for  the  fpirit  ,of 
.  the  living  creatures  is  in  the  wheels)  they  are  finite  creature;, 

and  cannot  be  in  a  twofold  ubi  at  one  time  •,  yet  they  lofe  no- 
thing of  the  beatifical  vifion,  all  the  time  of  their  adminiftrati* 
onj  for  Matth.  xviii.  10.  "  Their  angels  (even  whilft  they 

• cc  are  employed  for  them)  behold  the  face  of  their  Father  which 
•*€  is  in  heaven.99  We  need,  not  lofe  our  vifions  by  our  em- 
ployments, if  the  fault  were  not  our  own.  Alas  !  that  ever 
Chriftians,  who  ftand  at  the  door  of  eternity,  and  have  more 
work  upon  their  hands  than  this  poor  moment  of  interpofing 

.  time  is  fufficient  for,  fhould  yet  be  filling  both  their  heads 
and  hearts  with  trifles. 

.3.  Hence  alfo  I  infer,  for  the  awakening  of  all,  That  if  the 
keeping  of  the  heart  be  the  .great  work  of  a  Chriftians  then  there 

.  are  but  few  real  Chriftians  in  the  world. 

Indeed,  if, every  one  that  hath  learned  the  dialeft  of  Chrifti- 

*  anity,  and  can  talk  like  a  faint ;  if  every  one  that  hath  gifts 
.  and  parts,  and  by  the  common  aflifting  prefence  of  the  Spirit 

can  preach,  pray,  or  difcourfe  like  a  Chriftian ;  in  a  word,  if 
fuch  as  aflbciate  themfelves  with  the  peopje  of  God,  and  delight 

*  ia ordinances,  may  pais  for  Chriftians,  the  number,  then  is 
great.  ... 

But,  alas !  to  what  a  fmall  number  will  they  (hrink,  if  you 

.judge  them  by  thi^rule  I  how  few  are  there  that  make  confei- 

.  ence  of  keeping  their  hearts,  watching  their  thoughts,  judging 

.  their  ends,  be  O  there  be  but  few  clofet  men  among  profef- 

.  fors  I  It  is  far  eafier  for  men  to  be  reconciled  to  any  duties  in 

:  .  religion  than  to  thefe :  The  profane  part  of  the  world  will  not 

-fo  much  as  touch  with  the .  outfide  of  religious  duties,,  much 

Jefs  with  this;  and  for  the  hypocrite,  though  he  be  polite  and 

.  curious  about  tbofe  externals,  yet  you  can    never  perfuade 

.  him  to  this  inward    work,   this  difficult   work,  to  wjiich 

,  there  is  no  inducement  by  human  applaufe ;  this  woik,  that 

would  quickly  difcovtr  what  the  hypocrite  cares  not  to  know,; 

fo  that  by  a  general  confent,  this  heart- work  is  left  to  the 

•  hands  of  a  few  fecret  ones,,  and  I  tremble  to  think  in  now  few 

hands  it  is. 

I   •  •  II.  Ufe>  for  exhortation* 

If  the  keeping  of  the  heart  befo  important  a  bufinefi  ;  if  fitch 
.choice  advantaged  accrue  to  you  thereby  j  iffo^  many  dear  and 
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freckus   interefts  le  wrapt  up   in  i/,  then  let  1fie  him  VJ&A 

the  people  of  Gad  tuery  where  to  fall  ciofe  to  this  tew*. 

©  ftudy  T^ttr  hearts*  watch  pur  hearts,  keep  yotir  hearts  i 
away  with  frmtlefs  controterfie*,  arid  aU  idle,  qneffions  ;  away 
nrkh  empty  names  and  vain  (hews*  away  with  -unprofitable  $f» 
courfe  and  bold  cenfures  of  others ;  turn  in  upon  yotfritftes ; 
get  trt«o  your  clofcts,  and  now  refofte  tb  dwell  tfoete  You 
tore  been  ftrangersto  this  worktoO  lottgj  you  fca4re  kept  ft&etst  „ 
vineyards  too  long;  you  have  trifled  about  the  borders  of  re-* 
ligioti  too  longs  this  world  hath  detained  you  from  your  great 
work  too  long;  will  you  now  refolve  td  look  better  to  your 
hearts  ?  Will  youhaftc  and  eortie  out  of  die  Crowds  of  bufinefi; 
and  clamours  of  the  worlds  and  retire  yotrrfelves:  mcfre  than 
you  have  done  ?  O that  this  day  you  would  refetve  tipbfe  ft! 

Reader,  methinks  I  fhould  prevail  with  thee :  All  dt*  I  beg 
for  is  but  this,  that  thou  wouldft  ftep  afide  a  little  bftencr  to. 
talk  with  God,  and  thine  own  heart ;  that  tfcou  wbttklft  not 
fuffer  every  trifle  to  divert  thee  5  that  thou  wouldft  keepja  more 
true  and  faithful  account  of  thy  thoughts  aftd  affe&ions 5  that 
thou  wouldft  but  ferioufly  demand  of  this  thy  own  heart,  *  at 
Icaft  everyovening,  O  my  heart,  where  haft  thou  beefc  to-day  ? 
TiPFhither  haft  thou  made  a  road  to-day  ?  K  all  that  hath  been 
faid  by  way  of  inducement  be  not  epough,  I  have  yet  more 
motives  to  offer  you.    And  the  firft  is  this : 

v  I.  Motive.  The  Jtudyingy  ohfervingi  and  diligent  keeping  if 
your  own  hearts,  will  marvelloitjly  help  your  under/landing  in 
the  deep  tnyjteries  of  religion. 

_  An  honeft  well  ^experienced  heart,  is  a  lingular  iieiptoa 
weak  head  ;  fadi  a  heart  will  ferve  you  inftead  ota  comment** 
ry  upon  a  great  part  of  the  fcriptures :  By  this  means  you&sffl 
Far  better  underftand  the  tJnngs  of  God,  than  *e  learned  Bab- 
bies and  profound  ^ofilors  (if  gracelefs -and  unexperienced)  e- 
ver  did  ;  you  fhall  not  only  have-a  moifctteaf,  but  a  more  Iweet 
preception  and  guft  of  them :  A  man  may  diftourfe  orthodox* - 
\j  and  profoundly  rf  the  nature  and  effe&s  of  feith,  tike  tiou- 
btes  and  comforts  of  conscience,  the  fwcetnefe  of  communion 
with  God,  tfcat  never  felt  tfye  efficacy  and  fweet  imprd&ons 
«tf  tfhtfe  things  upon  his  own  fpirrt ;  but  O  how  -dark  and  <lry 
^re  thefe  notions,  compared  with  his  upon  wbofe  heart  they 
"*i$ve  been  a&edl  When  fueh  a  man  reads  David's  P&hn$9  or 
haul's  epiftles,  there  he  finds  his  own  obje&ions  made  **#i 
anfwered.  O,  fakh  he,  thefeboly  men  {peak  my  very  heart : 
Their  doubts  were  mine,  theit  troubles  mine,  atid  .their  expe- 
wncca  nwte.  1  ^^n^mbcr  Chrjdeftonw^^atogtobis  pod- 


jpfe  of  Anti^ch  about  force  choice  c^perifncc^  afejfl  9hs  **- 

{rcflion;  Sciunt  mtiafi  quid  JTtco :  Thofe  t*bat  are  initiateo1, 
now  what  I  lay:  Experience  is  (he  teftfchooimafter.  D  then, 
,  ftudy  jour  hearts*  keep  your  hearts  t 

2  Motijre;  The  ftudy  ami  obfervafion  of your 'own  hearts 
ivitl  antidote  mi  againft  the  dangerous  and  infilling,  errors  jf 

the  times 'ini places  you  Hive  in/        \  ^ 

For  what  think  jrou  is  die  rqifph*  ±ha.t  fp  lhahy  profcjflbrs  in 
England  have  departed  fironi  the  fakh,  giving  heed  to  fables  ; 
that  &  inany  thoufands  havfc  becfri  led  away  by  the  error  fljftne 
Vicfced ;  that  Jefuits  an4  (Quakers,  who  have  fown  corrupt 
doctrine,  have  had  jfuch plentiful  harvefts  amon^  U6>  tut  he* 
taufe  they  have  uiet  with  a*coaipany  of  efcnpty  notional  ptp- 
fefibts,  that  never  knew  what  belongs  tp  praftical  £94Bne&* 
jmd  tfteftjady  of  t&drjowri  hearts.     ,     '    / 

if  profeiTc-rsdid .but  give  diligenceto  .ftudy,  fcarch,  and  watch 

-tlieir  own  hearts,  they  taould  have  that  &m  «# 'w*»7  that  ftea4* 

-  faftnefe  of  their  own,  that  Peter  fpeafe  of*  i  Pet;  fii.  1 7,   ajpd 

'  this  would  baflaft  and  fettle  them,  Heb.  xiii.  9;  Suppof*  a  fuj>- 

tte  Papift  Jhould  talk  to  fufch,  of  the  dignity  and  hieritof  good 

works  j  could  He  ever  work  the  perfujsmonof  it  into  .that  heart* 

that  isconfcious  to  itfelf  of  fo  much'darknefe,  dqajdnefs,  diftrsp- 

.  tion,  and  unbelief* attending  its  bell  duties?  .It  is  agtaod  rule* 

-  Nbn  eft  StifpuianaStm^  de  gvjhi  .•  There  is  no  diluting  #ga]»ft 

tafte.    What  a  man  hath  kk  and  tafted>  prte  cannot  heat  hun 

off  from  Aat  By/argument.  ^  ,  \}. 

3  Motive.  Tour \  care  and !  diligencf  }n  keeping  your%eartts> 
luiifl  prove  cne§f  tf?e  beft  evidences  of  yourjihcerity, 

1  know  no  external  aift  of  religion  &at  difference*  the  foujd 
from  die  urifounctprofeffor ;  It  is-  Wonderful  to  qonfider  how 
far  hypocrites  go  in  all  external  duties  j  how  plaunbly  they 

d  can  order  the  outward  man,  hiding,  ajl  their  indc<jehcics  from 
the  dbfervatioh^of  the  world. 

But  then,  they  take  no Tieed  to  their  hcartB  ;  tbey  arc  not  hi 
fecret  what  they  appear  to  be  in  public  s  And  before  this  trial 
no  hjjpocf ite  can  ,ftand.    It  is  confefledp  i^ey  may  in  a  fir,  u/i* 

.  der  a  pang;  upon  a  death-bed*  cry  out  of  the  wickednefs  t)f 
their  hearts  5  but  alas  t  there  is  no  heed  to  be  .taken  to  <the& 
txtoited  complaints.  In  our  law,  no  credit  is  to  be  given  «td 
the  teftimony  of  one  upon  the  rack,  beciufe  it -may  be  fu^pof* 
ed  Aiat  Che  extremity  of  the  torture  may  p)ake  hini  fay  any 

^ingtobeeafed.  But  if  felf-jealoufy,  care,  and  watchfulnefs, 

,  be  the  daily  workings  %nd  frames  of  thy  heart)  it  ftrongly  amues 

1      T«l.  Vll,        '  N 
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the  fincerity  of  it:  For  what  but  the  fenfe  of  a  divine  eyr$ 
what  but  the  real  hatred  of  fin  as  fin,  could  put  thee  upoi*  / 
thofe  fecret  duties,  which  He  out  of  the  obfervationof  aUctel- 
tur&?  ' 

If  then  it  be  a  defireable  thing  in  thine  eyes*,  to  have  a  fair 
teftimony  of  thine  integrity*  and  to  know  of  a  truth,  that  thou  * 
feareft  God  j  then  ftudy  thine  heart,  watch  thy  heart,  k&p 
thy  heart. 

4  Motive.  How  fruitful \  fweetf  and  comfortable  would  all 
ordinances  and  duties  be  to  us 9  if  our  hearts  were  better  kept? 

O  what  precious  communion  might  you  heve  with  God,  b* 
Irery  time  yfciir  approach  htm,  if  Jour  hearts  were  but  in  frame  F 
You  might  then  fay  with  David,  Pfal.  civ.  3 <.  "  My  medita-> 
«*  tion  of  him  mall  be  fwcetl"'  That  which  lofes  aM  our  cotiU 
forts  in  ordinances  and  more  fecret  duties,  is  the  indifpofednefi 
of  the  heart :  A  Christian  whofe  heart  is  in.  a  good  frame,  geto 
the  ftart  of  all  others  that  come  with  Mm  in  that  duty :  They 
ftrive  hard  to  get  up  their  hearts  to  God,  now  trying  this  argu- 
ment upon  them,  and  then  that,  to  qukkett  and  affeft  them, 
and  fomettmes  go  away  as  bad  as  they  came :  Sometimes  the 
duty  is  ahnoft  ended  before  their  hearts  begin  to  ftir  6t  feel  a- 
ny  warmth,  ifuickenrrfg*  or  power  from  it :  But  all  this  while 
the  prepared  heart  i*  at  its  work  *  this  is.fie  that  ordinarily  gets 
the  firft  fight  of  Chiift  in  a  iermo&>  the  firft  feal  from  Chrift 
in  a  ifacramem^  the  firft  kifs  from  Chrift  in  fecret  prayer,  *  I 
tell  you,  and  I  fell  you  but  what  I  Have  felt,  that  prayers  and 
fermons  would  appear  to  you  other  manner  of  things  than 
they  do,  did  you  but  bring  better  ordered  hearts  unto  them; 
you  would  not  go  away  deje&ed  and  drooping.  O  this  hath, 
been  a  loft  day,  a  loft  duty  to  me !  if  you  had  not  loft  your 
hearts*  k  had  not  been  fo.  If  then  the  comfort  of  ordinance? 
be  fweetj  look  to  your  hearts,  keep  you*  hearts. 

5  Motive.  Acquaintance  with  your  own  feartj  would  be  a 
fountain  of  matter  to  you  in  prayer* 

A  man,  that  is  diligent  in  heart-work,  and  knows  the  ftate 
of  his  own  foul,  will  have  a  fountain -fiilnefs  of  matter  to  Am- 
ply him  richly  in  all  his  addrefTes  to  God  ->  his  tongue  mall  not 
faulter  and  make  paufe  for  want  of  matter  \  Pfal.  xlv.  1 .  w  My 
44  heart  is  inditing  a  good  matter :"  Or,  asMontanus  renders 
the  original,  my  heart  itf  boiling  up  good  matter,  like  a  living 
fpring,  'that  is  ftlil  bubbling  up  freft  water  ;  and  then  my 
tongue  is  aS  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer :  Others  muft  pump  their 
memories,  rack  their  inventions,  and  are  often  at  a  lofs,  when* 
they  have  done  all ;  but  if  thou  have  kept?  and  faithfully  ftudied 
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tfwne  own  heart,  it  will  be  with  thee  (as  Job  fpeaksta  another 
cafe)  like  bottles  full  pf  new  wine,  that  want  Vent,  which  are 
ready  to  burft:  As  holy  matter  flows  plentifully,  fo  more 
feelingly  and  fweetly  from  fuch  a  heart*  When  a  heart-expe- 
rienced Cbrjftian  is  mourning  before  God  over  feme  fpecial 
heart -corruption,  wreftlmg  with  God  for  the  fopjply  of  fome 
fecialp  inward  want,  he  fpeaks  not  as  other  men  do,  that  have 
learned  to  pray  by  rote ;  their  confeflions  and  petitions  are 
iqueezed  out  ;  his  drop  freely,  like  pure  honey  from  the  comb : 
It  is  a  happinefi  then  to  be  with  or  near  fucn  a  Chriftian.  .1 
remember  Bernard,  having  given  rules  to  prepare  the  heart  for 
prayer,  concludes  them  thus,  Et  cum  tabs  fueris*  mmehto 
met ;  and  (faith  he)  When  thy  heart  is  in  this  frame*  then  re- 
inember  me. 

6  Motive.  By  this  the  decayed  power  rf  religion  witt  Be  re- 
covered again  among  *profeJfors%  which  is  the  moft  definable* 
fight  in  this  world.  : 

'  O  that  I  might  live  to  fee  that  jay,  when  profeffors  (hall 
riot  walk  in  a  yam  (hew,  when  they  fhall  pleafe  themfelves  no 
.  inore  with  a  name  to  Jive,  being  fpirituaily  dead  !  When  they 
fhall  be  so  more  (as  many  of  them  now  are)  a  company  of  fro* 
thy,  vain,  and  unferious  pcrfons,  but  the  majeftic  beams  of 
ho&nth  fhining  from  thek  heayetily  and  ferious  converfa* 
tions,  fhall  awe  the  world,  and  command  reverence  from  all 
that  are  about  them ;  when  they  fhall  warm  the  hearts  of  thofe 
that  come  nigh  them,  fo  that  o*e#  ihaJJ  fey,  God  i*  in  thcfe 
men  of  a  truth. 

•  Well,  fuch  a-time  may  again  be  «xpefted,  according  to  that 
prOmife,  Ifa.  fc  21.  "The  people  fhall  be  all  righteous'." 
But  till  we  purine  clofer  to  this  great  work  of  keeping  our 
hearts,  I  am  but  of  hopes  to  fee  thofe  UefTed  days  ;  I  cannot 
expe£fc  better  times,  till  God  gives  better  hearts.  Doth  it  not 
grieve  you  to  fee  what  a  feoin  religion  is  made  in  the  world  ? 
what  0bje&s  of  contempt  and  fcorn  the  profeflbrs  of  it  are 
made  in  the  world  ?       • 

Prdfeffors,  Would  you  recover  your  credit  ?  Would  you  a* 
gain  obtain  an  honourable  teftimony  in  the  conferences  of  your 
very  enemies  ?  Then,  keep  your  nearts,  watch  ypur  hearts : 
it  is  the  loofenefs,  frothinefs,  and  earthlinefs  of  your  hearts 
that  hath  made  your  lives  fo ;  and  this  hath  brought  you  un- 
der the  contempt  of  the  world;  you  firft  loft  your  fights  of 
God,  and  communion  with  hi  my  then  your  heavenly  and  feri* 
041s  deportment  among  men,  and  by  that,  your  intereft  in  thek 
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cqnfciences :  O  then,  for  the  credit  of  religion,  for  the  bono** 
of  your  profeflion  keep  par  hearts ! 

7  Motive.  Ry  diligence  in  keeping  qur hearts,  wJbeuMpre* 
vent,  and  remove  the  fatat  Jcandali  and  Jtumbbng-bloehs  eut 
qf  the  wsiy.  qf  the  world, 

«  Woeto  {he  world  (faith  Chrid)  fcecaufe  of  o&occt!" 
Matth.  sviiL?.  Dotli  not  frame  cover  your  faces?  JPe  not 
your  hearts  triced  within  you*  to  beat  of  the  fcandaipi*  naif» 
carriages  of  many  loot  profcflors  ?  Could  ypu.  pot,  like  Shea* 
and  Japhet*  {^.backward  with  a.  garment  to  cover  the.  fbajftc 
of  many  prbfeflors  I  How  is  that  worthy  name  bktfphtnaed  i 
Jam.  ii.  7.  2  Sam.  xii.  13,  14.  the  hearts  of  the  righteous 
fadened,  rial  xxv.  3,  Ezek.  xxxvu  20.  by  this  die  world  is  fca** 
fully  prejudiced  againftChnft  2nd  religion,  the  bond*  of  dead* 
nude  iaft  upon  their  fouls  *,.  thofe  that  have  a  general  late  spid 
liking  to  the  ways  of  God,  ftartled  and  quite  driven  Ipck,  acpl 
thus  foul-blood  is  fhed  :  woe  to  the  world!  ; 

Yea,  how  are  the  conferences  of  fallen  pro^ffcra  pi  ungprf^  ' 
apd  even  overwhelmed  in  the  deep*  of  trouble  ?  God  inwardly 
pxcommunkating  their  fouls,  from  all  comfortable  f$lfow(bift 
with  hlmfelf,  and  the  joys  of  bis  fatvattou  *  infinite  are  ipbk 
xftifchiefe  that  come  by  the  fcandalous  lives  of  profeflbrs. 

And  what  is  the  true  caufe  and  rea&n  of  all  tbi%  but  the 
negle&in&of  their  hearts?  Were  our  hearts,  better  keptr  alt 
{bis  would  he  prevented.     Had  D^avid  kept  his  heart,  he  had- 
riot  broken  his  bones :  a  negligent  ajjd  careleis  heart  mu$  of  «c- 
cefiity  produce  a  diforderly  and  fcandalous  life.     I  tha^ik  God. 
forfhe  freedom  and  faithfulness  of:**  reverend  brother*  in, 
{hewing  profeflbrs  their  manifold  mifcacriages  y  and  from  my, 
heart  do  wifh,  that  when  their  wounds  have  been  thoroughly 
feacched  by  that  probe,  God  would  be  plcafed  to  beal  them  by 
this  plaifter;  O  profeflbril  if  ever  you  will  keep,  religion  fweet} 
ifevtyr  you  hope  to  recover  the  credit  of  it  in  the  world,  keep, 
your  hearts;  either  keep...  your  hearts,  or  lofe  your  credit;;, 
keep  your  hearts,  or  lofe  your  comforts :  keep  you*  hearts*  left 
ye  (bed  fo»l-btedd*    What  wards  c,an  exprefs  the  deep  con-. 
<*rament$,  the  wonderful  conferences  of  this  work !  $rcry 
thing  P**%  a  neceSifcy*  a  folemnity,  a  beauty  upon  it 

8  Motive.    An  heart  well I  kept •iiritt  fit  yotkfyr  my  condition, 
Gqd  cafis  y4u  i*J&>  or  nay  fdruic*  he  hath*  to*  ufi  ym  m. 

He  that  hath  learnt  how  to  keep  his  heart  law]y„  is£t  for , 
ppfperity  v  2nd  he  tktt  kiiow*  ho**  to  ufc  and  apply,  it  to  fcRpt 

5  Gof|el*6lafs. 
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Uwe^pfomi^  and  £upports>  is  fit  to  pais  thnm|h  any  advor--; 
fity:  he  that  can  deny  the  f  ride  aud  fclfiilmjdfe  of  his  bfiart,  i» 
fit  to  be  employee!  in  any  fervice  for  Cod.    Suck  a  man  wa* 
Paul,  ha  did  not  only  fpend  his.  time  in  preaching,  to  others,  m 
keeping  others  vyicyaxeb,  hut  he  looked  to  himfelf,  kept  his 
own  vineyard  ;  rCorfni.  27.  w  Left  when  I  hare  preached  to: 
«  o^iSalmyieUihonldbeacail-awJijr.''    And  whal  an  ei»t- 
pent  inftrument  was  he  for  God  J  He  could  turn  hk  hand  to. 
any  work;  he  could  dextetqufly  manage  both  an  adverb  and. 
yropcrons  condition ;  "  J  know  how  to  abound,  and  how  to  * 
«  fp|Eer  want*  Let  the  people  deify  him  it  moves  him  not,  un- 
*?  kfetWiu*Ugnation.      Lttthem(foitthjm,becanbeark}lf 
*<  a  man  purge  hirrdetf  from  thefc  (faith  he*'  a  Tim*  it.  ar.J 

V  be  wall  be  a  veflel  unto  honour,  ian&ified  and  meet  for  the  . 

V  wafterVufc*  and  prepared  unto  evtrv  good  work." 

,  FirJL*  Thelt^art  muft  be  purged  ana  then  it  is  prepared  for 
any  fervice  of  God.  When  the  heart  of  Ifaiah  was  purified,, 
which  was  the  thing  fignified  by  the  touching  of  his  lips  with-. 
a,  coal  ftp  in  the  altar,  Ifa.  vi.  7.  then  he  was  fit  for  God's  work : , 
V,  Heseatfn  I,  fend  me,"  vor.  *\  A  man  that  hath  not  learned 
to  k^p  bis  heaife.  put  him  upon  any  fervice  for  God,  and  if  it. 
be  attended  with  honour,  it  (nail  fwell  up  and  orcr-top  hk  lpi- 
rit ;  if  with  fufiering,  it  will  exanimate  and  fink  him. 

Jefus~  CKrift  had  an  inftrumental  fitnefslor  his  Father's  work 
above  all  the  fervants  that  ever  God  employed :  he  was  zealous 
in  public  work  for  God  v  fo  acalous,  that  fametimes*  he  for* 
got  to  eat  bread,  yea,  that  his  friends  thought  he  had  been  he- 
fides  hhnfelf :  but  yet  he  fo  carried  on  his  public  work,  as  not 
to  forget  bis  own  private  communion  with  God :  and  therefore 
you  read,  Matth.  xiii.  23.  that  when  be  had  been  labouring  all 
day,  yet,  after  that  he  went  up  to  a  mountain  apart  to  pray, 
and  wa*  there  alone,  O  let  the  keepers  of  the  vineyards  look, 
to  their  own  vineyard  :  We  fhall  never  he  fo  inftramentai  to 
the  good  of  others,  as  when  we  are  moft  diligent  about  our 
$wn  fouls. 

9  Motive.  If  the  people  of  God  would  more  diligently  keep 
their  harts*  hvw  exceedingly  would  tb&  cimmuaion  of  faints  be 
thereby  feveetened. 
.  How  goodly  then  would  be  thy  tents,  0  Jacob !  and  thy  ta- 
betnacles*  O  Ifrael  1  Then  it  is  prophefied  of  the  Jews,  Zecb. 
via.  23.  "  Men  would  iay,  we  will  go  with  you ;  for  we  have 
"  heard  that  God  is  among'  yon."  It  is  the  fellowihip  your  fouls 
^ave  with  the  Father,  and  with  the  Son,  that  draws  out  the  de- 
fies of  others  after  fellowihip  with  you,  1  John  i.  3.  I  tell  you, 


lW        A  go&t  Heart  the  heft  Mark  of  Sincerity^ 
if  faints  would  be  perfuaded  to  take  morepajns,  and  fpcnd  more 
thne  about  their  hearts,  there  would  quickly  be  fuch  a  divine 
luftre  upon  the  face  of  their  conventions,  that  men  would  ac- 
count it  no  fmall  privilege  to  be  with  or  near  them. 

:  It  is  the  pride,  pafiion,  and  earthlinefs  of  our  hearts  that 
IttvefpoiledChriftian  fellowfiiip.  Whence  is  it,  that  when 
Chriftians  meet;  they  are  often  jarring  and  contending  ?  but 
only  from  their  unmortified  paffions :  whence  are  their  unchari- 
table cenfures  of  their  brethren  ?  but  only  from  felf-ignorancc : 
Why  are  they  fo  rigid  and  unmcrcifultowards  thofe  that  are  fal- 
len r  but  becaufe  tbey  confider  not  themfelves,  as  the  apoftle 
fpeaks,  Gal.  vi.  i.  Why  is  their  difcourfe  fo  frothy  and  un- 
profitable when  they  meet  ?  is  not  this  from  the  earthlinefe  and 
vanity  of  their  hearts  ? 

My  brethren,  thefe  be  the  thirigs  that  have  fpoiled  Chriftian 
fcHowfhip,  and  made  it  become  a  dry  and  faplefe  thing ;  fo 
that  many  Chriftians  are  even  weary  of  it,  and  are  ready  to 
fay  with  tne  prophet,  Jer.  ix.  2.  "  O  that  I  had  a  cottage  in  the 
*«  wildernef8,  <£rc  that  I  might  leave  my  people  and  go  from 
«  them  I"  And  with  David,  Pfalm  cxx.  6.  "  My  foul  hath 
"  long  dwelt  with  them  that  hate  peace."  This  hath  made 
them  long  for  the  grave  that  they  might  go  from  them  that  arc 
not  their  own  people,  to  them  that  are  their  own  people,  as 
the  original  of  that  text  imports,  i  Cor.  v.  8. 

But  now  if  profeflors  would  ftudy  their  own  hearts  more, 
watch  and  keep  them  better,  all  this  would  be  prevented ;  and 
the  beauty  and  glory  of  communion  again  reftored :  they 
would,  divide  no  more,  contend  no  more,  cenfure  rafhly  no 
more ;  when  their  hearts  are  in  tune,  their  tongues  will  not 
j an  how  charitable,  pitiful  and  tender  will  they  be  of  one  a- 
nother,  when  every  one  is  daily  humbled  under  the  evils  of  his 
own  heart-  Lord,  haften  thofe  much-defired  days,  and  blefe 
thefe  cbunfds  in  order  to  them  ! 

10  Motive,  Lalfly,  By  this  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  and  pre- 
*ioas  influence  of  titt  ordinances  <>  tumid  be  fixed)  and  much  hnger 
preferved in  your  fouls  thatfncw  they  are. 

Ah  !  what  would  I  give,  that  my  foul  might  bepreferved 
in  that  frame  I  fometimes  find  it  after  an  ordinance  I  Aliquan- 
dd  iniromittis  nie9  Domine,  in  affeftum  multitm  inufitatum,  in* 
trorfas ad qutm  riefcio  dulcddinem,  &c.  Sometimes,  OLordj' 
(faith  one  of  the  Fathers  fweetly)  thou  admitted  me  into  the 
moft  inward,  unufual  a*d  fweet  delights,  to  I  know-not- what 
fweetnefs,  which  were  it  perfected  in  me,  I  know  not  what  it 


A  good  Heart  is  the  beft  Mart  of  Sincerity  *«  J 
Would  be,  or  rather,  what  it  would  not  he.  But,  alas  1  the 
fceart  grows  carelefs  again,  and  quickly  returns,  like  water  re* 
moved  from  the  fire,  to  its  native  coldnefs.  Could  you  but 
keep  thofe  things  for  ever  in  your  hearts,  what  Cnriftian* 
would  you  be,  what  lives  would  you  live  i  and  how  is  it  that 
thefe  things  remain  no  longer  with  us  i  Doubtlefs  it  is  becaufe 
we  fufFer  pur  hearts  to  take  cold  again ;  we  fhould  be  as  care- 
ful after  an  ordinance  or  duty,  to  prevent  this,  as  one  that 
somes  out  of  a  hot  bath,  oc  great  fweat,  is  of  going  out  into 
die  chill  air.  We  have  our  hot  and  cold  fits  by  turns  ;  and 
what  is  the.reafon,  but  our  unlkUfulneis  and  carelefihds  in  ■ 
keeping  the  heart  ? 

6  is  a  thoufand  pities,  that  the  ordinances  of  God,  as  to 
their  quickening  and  comforting  effe&s,  (hould  be  like  thofe 
human  ordinances  the  apoftle  fyeaksof,  that  periih  in  the  ufingw 
O  then,  let  me  fay  to  you,  as  Job  xv.  1 1 .  "  Do  the  confolati- 
"  ons  of  God  fecm  fmall  to  you  ?"  Look  over  thefe  ten  fpecial 
benefits  >  weigh  them  in  a  juft  balance j  are  they  fmall  matters  ? 
Is  it  a  fmall  matter  to  have  thy  weak  underftanding  ailifted  ? 
Thy  endangered  foul  antidoted,  thy  fincerity  cleared,  thy 
communion  with  God  fweetened,  thy  fails  filled  in  prayer?  Is  it 
a  fmall  thing  to  have  the  decayed  power  of  godlinefs  again  re,- 
coyered,  all  fetal  fcandals  removed,  an  inftrumental  fitnefe  t? 
ferve  thrift  obtained,  the  communion  of  faints  reftored  to  ks 
primitive  glory,  and  the  influences  of  ordinances  abiding  in 
the  fouls  of  faints  ?  If  thefe  be  no  common  Meffings,  no  fmall 
benefits,  then,  furely,  it  is  a  great  duty  to  keep  the  heart  with 
all  diligence. 

The  EL  Ufe  for  direclion. 

The  next  ufe  (hall  be  for  direction  to  feme  fpecial  mean* 
for  the  keeping  of  the  heart.  And  here,  befides  what  hath 
been  hinted  in  the  explication  of  the  duty  at  the  beginning  of 
this  di/courfiy  to  which  I  refer  the  reader,  and  all  thofe  directions 
throughout  the  whole,  appropriated  to  particular  cafes  and 
feafonsj  I  fliall  farther  add  feveral  other  general  means  of 
excellent  ufe  to  this  end.     And  the  firft  is  this  : 

i  Means.  Would y ou  thus  keep  your  hearts  as  hath  been  per* 
fuaded?  Then  furnijb  your  hearts  richly  with  the  word  of  Qoa\ 
which  is  their  bejt prefervative  againft  fin. 

Keep  the  word,  and  the  word  will  keep  you :  as  the  firft 
receiving  of  the  word  regenerated  your  hearts,  fo  the  keeping 
of  the  word  within  you  will  preferve  your  hearts :  Col.  iii. 
16.  <c  Let  the  word  of  Chrift  dwell  richly  in  you :°  let  it  dwell, 
not  tarry  with  you  for  a  night,  and  let  it  dwell  richly  or  plea- 
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¥ifully ;  in  all  that  is  of  ft,  in  its  commands,  promifes,  ftra$} 
niallAat  isin  yoti,  in  your  understanding,  memories,  cot»: 
iciences,  arfffc&ions,  arid  then  it  wiHpreferve  your  hearts* 
Waim  cxix.  1 1.  "  Thy  word  have  1  hid  iri  mine  heart,  AatI 
: '•*  might  not  fin  againft  thee*  It  is  the  flippermefs  rf  oar 
hearts  in  reference  to  the  word,  Attcaufes  fo  nw&iy  flips  in  oar 
"litfes.  Confcience  canndfc  be  urged  or  awed  With  forgotm 
truths  ;  hut  keep  it  in  Ae  heart,  and  it  will  keep  bdthtieari 
and  lifeuprgbt;  Walm  xxxvii.  31.  «The  hrw  of  his  God  Is 
w  td  his  heart:  none  of  his  ftepsfhall  f!ide;°  orifhedo,  Ac 
wotd  Will  recover  Ae  ftraying  heart  again ;  MatAu  xxvi.  57; 
"  Then  Peter,  remembered  the  words  of  Jefus/aad  Hrept 
H  bitterly."  We  never  lofe  our  hearts,  till  they  have  firft  loft  tit 
"  eifficaciousand  powerful  impreflion  of  the  word. 

2  Means.  Call  your  hearts  frequently  to  an  atrcoimU  jf*o# 
you  mean  to  keep  them  with  Cod.   '     .      ' 

Thofe  that  put  a  ftock  into  the  hatids  of  nnfaiAfiil  or  Wjh- 
,cious  fervants,  will  be  fare  to  mak«  <hort  reckonings  vfr  A  Aem J 
«  The  heart  is  deceitful,  above  all  Aings,and  ddberxtrfytrlck« 
u  ed~  Jer.  x*ii.  pu  O  it  is  as  nectflary  as  foeet*  Aat  w6 
and  our  reins,  Aatis,  we  andttur  fecret -thoughts,  Aould  confer 
together  every  night, Pfahn  xvi.  7.  We  fhould  cafl  <tyr hearts 
to  account  every  evening,  and  fay*  O  my  heart  1  Where  haft 
Aou  been  to  day  ?  Where  have  thy  thoughts  been  wandering 
to  day  ?  What  an  account  canftAou.  givectf  them  t  O  naughty 
"heart!  vain  heart!  coUldft  Aou  not  abideby  the  fountain  of 
delights  f  Is  Aere  better  entertakiment  wiA  Ae  creature  Aati 
with  God  ?  The  oftner  the  heart  meets  with  rebukes  and 
checks  for  wandering,  Ae  Irfs  it  wiH  wander:  If  every  yaiil 
thought  wefe  retracted  wiA  *  figh,  every  exturfion  of  the* 
"heart  from  God  wiA  a  feverc  check,  it  would  jttfc  dare  fo 
boldly  and  frequently  to  digrefs  and  ftep  afide  $  Aofe  afliotta 
which  are  committed  wiA  reluftancy,.are  not  committed  wiA 
frequency. 

3  Means.  Tfe  that  Hvftl  keep  Mi  kart,  rtraft  take  heed  of 
plunging  him/elf  intbfuch  a  multiplicity  of  eartffly  %afineft}  as 
he  cannot  manage  without  negtefling  his  main  httjinefs. 

'It  cannot  be  imagined  he  fhould  keep  his  beatt  wiA  Opd> 
*  Aat  hath  loft  himfelf  in  a  wood  of  earthly  bnfinefs :  Takclteed 
you  do  not  pinch  your  fouls,  by  gratifying  the  Wmoderatede> 
€resof  your  flefli.  I  wifli  many  Chrittians  could  truly  fay 
Hvhat  an  *  hea  Aen  once  did!  *  I  do  not  give,  but  only  lend  mf  - 


tlbbice  &taiis  to  keep  ife  Heart  i  <  te$ 

'& £&£ to  bufinefs/  It  is  faid  Germanicus  reigned iijt  the  riomaits 
heart*  $  Tiberius  only  in  their  provinces.  Though  the  world 
beta  your  hands,  let  it  not  juftle  Ghrift  out  of  your  hearts.  . 
.Take  heed,  Chriftian,  left  thy.  fhopfteal  away  thy  heart  front 
thy  clofet  $  God  never  intended  earthly  employments  for  » 
ftop,  but  rather  for  a  (tep  to  heavenly  ones.  Oiet  not  Ari- 
ftippus  the  heathen^  aiife  in  judgment  againftfhee>  who  faid* 
*  Me  would  rather  neglc£fc  his  rrjeans*  than  his  mind*  his 
* -farm,  than  his  foul/  If  thy  (hip  he  overladen*  thou  muft 
-caft  fome  over-board  I  More  bufinefs  than  thou  canft  well  ma- 
nage, is  like  more  meat  than  thou  canft  well  digeft*  which  will 
Quickly  make  a  fitkly  fouL 

4  Means.  Jfe  that?  Means  id  keep  Ms  hedrt^  mjt  carefully 
bhfsrve  iUjhfl  declining*  from  Gid>  andjhp  it  there. 

He  that  will  find  his  houfe  in  good  repair,  muft  rrop  every 
t&mk  as  foon  as  difcoverd ;  and  he  that  will  keep  his  heart* 
muft  not  let  a  vain  thought  be  long  heglefled*  theferpent 
tx£  heart-apoftaey  is  beft  killed  in  the  egg  of  a'  frriall  rerniffion. 
Oh  !  if  many  poor  decayed  Chriftians  had  looked  to  their  hearts 
in  tirtle,  they  had  never  come  to  that  fad  pafs  they  now  are  ? 
We  may  fay  of  heart- rtegie&s,  as  theapoftle  doth  of  vain  bab- 
jings ;  that  they  increafe  to  more  and  more  ungodlincfs*  No 
>*»  repentejit  turptffimusi  little  fins  negle&ed,  will  quickly 
'become  great  and  mafterlcfe  :  Thegreateft  crocodile  once' lay 
ih  an  egg ;  the  gfeateft  oak  was  once  but  an  acorn*  The  fir* 
'irig  of  a  frnall  train  of  powder  may  blbw  tip  all,  by  leading  tt> 
M  greater  quantity*  Men  little  trunk  what  a  f>roud>  Vain  wan* 
ton*  or  worldly  thought  may  grow  to :  Behold  how  great  a 
matter  a  iitrie  fire  kindles ! 

5  Means*  Take  heed  (f  hling  the  livelintfs  dud  fmeitnefs  (rf 
$%ur  e&mmunkn  with  God,  left  thereby  ytur  hearts  be  leafed  iff 
framGdl* 

.  *  The  heart  is  an  hungry  and  reftlefi  thing  %  it  will  have  fbmi* 
thing  to  feed  upon  j  if  it  enjoy  nothing  from  God)  it  will  hunt 
for  fojnething  among  the  creattires,.  and  there  it  often  lofes  it* 
felf,  as  well  as  its  end.  There  is  nothing  more  engages  thfe 
heart  to  a  conftancy  and  evenriefs  in  walking  with  God,  than 
the  fweetnefs  which  it  taftes  therein :  As  the  Gauls,  when 
once  they  tafted  the  fweet  wine  of  Italy,  could  never  be  fatif- 
fied  till  they  conquered  the  country  where  it  grew* 
^  It  is  true*  conference  of  duty  may  keep  the  heart  from  rie» 
fcleQing  it  \  but  when  there  is  tm  higher  motive,  it  drives  on 
deadly,  and  is  filled  with  diftra&ion*;  that  which  we  delight 

V<w.,  VII,.  o   u 
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:  in,  we  arc  never  weary  of,  as  is  evident  in  the  motions  dftfte? 

.  heart  to  earthly  things,  where  the  wheels  being  oiled  with  de- 
light, run  nimbly,  and  have  often  need  of  trigging ;  the  mo* 

.  tions  of  the  heart  upward  would  be  as  free,  if  its  delight  in  hea- 
venly things  were  as  great. 

6  Means.  Habituate  thy  heart  to  fpirituaf  meditations*  if 
thou  would/l  ha-jje  it  free  from  thofe  burdenfame  diverfions.* 
By  this  means  you  will  get  a  facility  and  dexterity  in  heart- 
work  :  It  is  pity  thofe  (mailer  portions  of  our  time  betwixt  fa- 
lema  duties  fheuld  lie  upon  our  hands,  and  be  rendered  ufeleis 
to  us.  O  learn  to  fave,  and  be  good  hufbands  upon  your 
thoughts.     To  this  purpofe  a  neat  author  *  fpeaks  $,  « Thefe 

*  parenthefcs,/ which  happen  to  come  between  the  more  folemn 

<  paflages  (whether  bufmefs  or  recreations)  of  human  life,  arc 
•«  wont  to  be  loft  by  molt  men  for  want  of  a  due  value  for 

«  them,  and;  even  by  good  men,,  for  want  of  flrill  to  preferre 
«  them  ;  for  though*  they  do  not  properly  defpife  tbemv  yet 

*  they  negleft,  or  lofe  them,  iot  want  of  knowing,  how  to  re* 
I**  fcue  them,  ot  what  to  do  with. them  :•  But  although  grains. 
'  *  of  fend  and  afl%esbey  apart,  but  of  a  defpicable  fmallnefs,  and 

«  liable  to  be  fcattered  and  blown  away,  yet  the  fkilful  artifi* 

*  cer,  by  a  vehement  firey  brings  numbers  of  thofe  to  afford 

<  Him  that  natye  fubftance,.  glafs*  by  whofe  help  we  may  both 
•*  fee  ourfelv^  jand  our  blemifhes.  lively  reprefented  (as  ii* 

«  looking-glaffes)  anddifcerti  celeflaai  objjefts  (as  wkb  the  telet 
«  copes)  and  with  the  fun  beams  kindle  difpofed  materials  (as 

*  with  burning-gkuTes) :  So  when  thefe  little  fragments,  or 
.<  parcels  of  titue,  which  if  not  carefully  looked  to,  would  be 
«  diffipated  and  loft,  come  to  be  managed  by  a; ..fkilful  conr 

V  *  templatorj  and  to  be  improved  by  the  celeftiaj  &e  of  deve- 

'■*  tion,  they  may  be  fo  ordered  as*  to  afford  us  both:  looking- 

«  glaffes  to  drefs  our  fouls  by,   and  profpe&ives  to  4ifcov£f 

•heavenly  wonders  and  incentives  to  inflame  our  hearts  ynt& 

*  zeal :'   Thus  far  he, 

Something  of  that  nature  I  have  under  hand*  for  a  public 
benefit,  if  God  give  life  to  finifh,  and  opportunity  toprpducr 
It:  Certainly  this  is  a  great  advantage  for  the  keeping  of  the 
•heart  with  God.-  .'     \„ 

IV.  life  if  confolation. 

I  (hall  now  clofe  the  whole  with  a  word  or  two  of  iqonv 
fclation  to  all  diligent  and  ferious  Chriftians,  that  faithfully  a«d 
€lofely  ply  heart-work >  that  are  groaning  and  weeping  in  fecit* 

*  Boyle's  occafioaal  rcfleft.  p,  £.  !*»»"- 
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wer  the  nardiiefc,  pride*  earthlinefs,  and  vanity  of  their 
hearts ;  that  are  fearing  and  trembling  over  the  experience* 
deceitfulnefe  and  falfenefs  of  them,  whilft  other  vain  profeflbrs 
eyes  are  abroad,  their  time  and  ftrength  eaten  up  by  fruitlefs 
diiputes  and  earthly  employments,  or,  at  beft,  by  a  cold  and 
formal  performance  of  fome  heartlefs  and  empty  duties.  Poor 
Chriftian !  I  have  three  things  to  offer  thee,  in  order  to  thy 
fupport  and  comfort  4  and,  doubtlefs,  either  of  them  alone, 
mixed  with  faith,  is  fofficient  to  comfort  .'thee  over  all  the 
trouble  thou  haft  with  thine  ownheart. 

1  Comfort.  Tiis  argues  thy  hart  to  he  upright  and  hone/lt 
whatever  thy  gifts  and  ab Mies  are. 

It  as  Jiprightttefs  of  heart  will  comfort  thee  upon  a  death  - 
feed 5  z  Kings  xx.  2, 3.  M  Then  he  turned  bis  face  to  the  wall, 
u  and  prayed  to  the  Lord,  faying,  remember  now,  O  Lord, 
u  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in  truth,  and  with  a  perfect 
"  heart,"  6c. 

lam  really  of  his  mind,  who  hvL,Ji mihi  iarHur  optioy 
eligeretn  Chrijimm  rujlici  fordidijfmum  is  nta^ime  agrefte 
opus  prae  omnibus  viftoriis  is  triumphis  Abxandri  out  Caefa- 
ris  /•  might  I. have  my  wkb,  I  would  prefer  the  moft  4efpicable 
and  fordid  work  of  a  ruftic  C3iriftian,  before  all  the  vi&Qrie* 
and  triumphs  of  Alexander  or  Catfar  $  yea,  let  me  add,  before 
all  the  elaborated  duties  and -excellent  gifts  .of  vain  profeflbrs  > 
before  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels.  K  will  fignify  more  to 
my  comfort,  to  fpeud  one  fplitary  hour  in  mourning  before  the 
Lord  over  heart-corruption,  than  many  hours  in  a  fceming 
zealous,  by*  really  dead  performance  of  common  duties,  with 
the  greateft  enlargements  and  rioheft  cmbeUiihmeuts  of  parts 
aid  gifts. 

JBy  this  very  thing  Chrift  diftmguUhe*  tfee  formal  and  leriout 
Christian,  Matth.  vi.  5,  The  one  is  for  the  ftrcet  and  fyna- 
gogue,  for  the  obfervation  and  applaufe  of  men,  but  the  othegr 
is  a  clofet-man  •  he  drives  on  a  hpme-tiade  a  heart-trade. 
Never  be  troubled  thpn  for  the  want  of  thofe  things  that  a  inn 
may  have  and  be  eternally  damned  }  but  father  blefs  God  for 
that  whidijnone  but  tfye  fevourites  and  darlings  pijheaven  have. 
Many  a  one  is  now  in  hell  that  had  a  better  head  than  thine  5  and 
many  a  one  now.iir  heaven  that  complained  of  as. bad  a  heart  as 
thine.    -■..,/■  \ 

2  Comfort  Know  further  for  thy  comfort*  that  Cod -would . 
xe-qfr  leave  thee  under  fo  tfiany  heart -trovblei  and  burdens  if  fa 
i$#?nd  not  thy  real  benefit  thereby.  \   *    . 


tdt .  Chokt  Means  U  \*ep  the  Heart. 

Thou  ait  often  crying  out,  Lord !  why  is  it  dins  ?  Why  ger 
I  mourning  all  the  day,  haying  foirrow  in  my  heart?  Thai 
Jong  have  I  been  exercjfed  with  hardjieft  of  heart,  and  to  this 
day  have  not  obtained  a  broken  heart.  Many  years  have* 
teen  praying  and  driving  againft  y*in  th^ights,  ydtafti  <ftiH  hr* 
felled  and  perplexed  with  them.  O  when  mail  I  g*t  *  better 
heart !  I  "have  been  fa  travail,  and  brought  forth  but  wiitd^  I 
have  obtained,  no  deliverance,  neither  haye  the  corruptions 
of  my  heart  falleri.  I  h*y$  brought  thistaart  rtiaay  f irrK**Q 
prayers,  fermpns  and  facraments,  e*pe$Srfg  aikrtopiWg'ftr 
a  ctfrc  from  them,  kntt  ftrH  my  fore  runneth,  arid  eeafeth 
not.        "  ..,-..  ....      v.. 

PenflVe'foul !  L#  this  comfort  tttte  $  fhy  Oofl  defigfm  thy 
benefit,  even  by  thefe  occafionsof  thy  fad  oomrofetints.  For 
(i.)  Hereby  he  would  let  thee  fee  what  thy  hfcartby  mmirt  *H 
and  was,  and  therein  take  notipe  bow  much  fhou  m  behold- 
ing to  free  grace.  He  leaves  thee  under  thefe  exercifefc'tf  fyU 
fit,  that  thou  rnayft  lie,  a*  with  thy  1a€e,  upon  die  ground, 
admiring  that  ever  the  Lord  of  glory  ftiouid  take  jo  rile  aWea^ 
tore  into  his  bofotm  Thy  bafe  heart,  if  k  be  ^ood  for  tiotbing 
felfe,  yet  ferves  to  qomniend  and  fet  offtrje  Unfeaw:hableticbe$ 
Of  free  grace,  (a.)  This  fervtisto  beat  thee  #ff  'obnthrudliy 
from  reiliqg,  yea*  or  but  glancing  tfpon  thine  $w*rrfgfefe€Kifc 
tiefs  or  excellency .  Thecomiption/of  thy  heart,  wtirkfo£i^ 
'all  thy  duties,  makes  thee  fenfihly  to  fee}  that  tfefctjcd  i$  l**> 
'ihort,  and  the  covering  tpo  furrow.  Were  it  no* t  for  thofe  j*t 
fle&iorw  thou  haft  after  duties,  upon  the  dulnefe  and  giftrsft?- 
*>ns  of  thine  heart  in  them ;  how  apt  woiiJdft  th0u  be  to  fall  i^ 
3ove  with,  and  admire  Ai^  own  perforrrVaiK^s  a#d  enlarge- 
ments ?  For  if  nqt  with  (landing  thefe,  thou^  haft  much  to  d^ 
Swith  thepridfe^of  thy  heart*  how  much  more  J  if  fuch  humbl- 
ing and  fetf-ab/ifing  oorifideratiorjs  Were  wanting.  Arid,  laft\ 
ty,  this  tends  to  make  thee  the  more  cottpaffiobafe  and  ten-, 
der  towards  others :  Perhaps  thou  wouldft  b^e  luttepftyfot 
the  diftrefles  arid  foul -troubles,  of  other*,  if  tboU-hadft  lefet^ex-,. 
vjperience  of  thine  own. 

3  Comfort.  Tocondtok;  Gtkl  will  Jbortfy  futabltged  «# 
tpalh thefe  froublesx  toW<md,v)atchingtr 

The  time  is  coming,  wh^  tW^ea^  a^^be-a^thtou  wbuMft 

Jh*ve  it  y  when  thou  (halt  be  difcharged  of  all  thefe  cares*  fears* 

^ind  forrowsi,  and  iweVfercryout,  O^V  ha*d,  i^'-j^M^-my. 

Tain,  my  earthly  hesgt  anyfnore!-  When  aU  darkndfc  flftitt  T>«t 

lpanifned  from  thine  underftanding  \  Vndthou  fliak  H*a*ly'4$t\ 

cover  all^ruths  in  God,  tha^cffftal  ocean  of  truth:  WkcOi 
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tSL  vanity  ftall  be  purged  perfe£fcly  out  ofthy  thoughts,  mi  diof 
beeyerlaftingiy;  rarvilhiiigly,  and  delightfully  entertained  .pad 
occrdfediipoatbafr  fuprf  me  goodncft,  and  infittke  excctieucy 
of  God,  frdm  whom  they  Aral]  never  -ftart  any  incteitfce^  fepo* 
ken  bw-  \&nd  a*  far  thy  pride,  paflio«j,  e*rtW**e£,  ajid  ait  * 
dehor  the  mature  *>f  thy  c*injtfaiiit  and  trouble,  rt  ihall  %c  fed 
of them,  afcof  the  Egyptian  to  Ifraet,  f«  Sauid  ftill,  aaAfce 
*  the  febradopof  Go5.,F  Theft  corruption  thou  feek^day, 
hcaceforth  *hou  frak  fee  diem  po  **u>re  for  ever !  *?htntfeo« 
fradt  hty  dawn  thy  weapotw  of  prayer**  tears,  £«d  groats,  and 
pfetxm  the  armour  bf  light;  mot  to  ffigkt,  but  triu*iph  a*. 

Lord !.  when  (hail  this  blefFed  day  cawe  ?  Hdwioog !  &<*# 
Idngl  *oty"and  true  ?  Myf«d  *taitethr  *wr  *«ie*  Ceme,  4ny 
^ekxred!  3«d  he  tkou  like  a  tee* -jar  «  youi>g*hatt*ipcqi*he 
rxiountains  of  Berber.    .^02**.        ■  •  ■  *    .'  ■  . 


TOUCHSTONE^  SINCERITY* 


he  %ns  of  &jlace,  antf  Symptoms  of  Hypocrijt,. 
Opened  in  a  pra$$aj  TrS^fe  iipoa  Revelation  tit, 

1  T         1   Q 


IThi 


tye  Efiflk  to  the  Xtnder* 
Rtskkrf 

A  MONO  the  difficulties  and  feverities  of  true  rcligi<wi, 
JnL  the  faithful  fearching,  and  diligent  keying  of  out 
hearts  are  found  in  the  firft  and  higher*  rank  of  difficulties 
Thefe  two  take  up  the  main  work  ofa  Chriftian  bettrixt  them, 
JTic  lahryhoc  opus  eft.  I  had  hopes  that  thefe  ejaysfat  the 
fearcbing of ''the heart,  might  much  fooner  have-  followed  my 
former  for  keeping  the  heart  *  .  But  providence  hath  refervc^ 
rtfortKefitteftfeafon.  - 

It  conges  to  thy  band,  Reader,  in  a  day  of  ftraits  and'feart, 
\  dark  aijid  gltfomy  feafou  5  when  the  nations  about  us  arc  made 
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drunk  with  their  own  blood,  and  filled  Vith  the  wine  of  4-* 
ftonifliment  ?  in  a  day  when  the  cup  is  ready  to  pafs  unto  us,  andi 
a  ftorm  feems  to  be  rifin^  in  the  fears  of  many,  and  threatening 
the  proteftant  tntereft  in  thefe  reformed  nations*  Some  men, 
very  confidence  for  piety  and  learning,  from  that  fcripture* 
Rev.  ziit.  3:  *'  The  deadly  wound/'  (viz.  That  given  the  beaft 
fey  the  reformation)  ivas healed*  have  concluded,  that  Popery 
will  once  more  over- run  the  reformed  nations-:  And  one  or 
great  renown  in  all  the  churches  of  Chriii,  foretelling  this  fu- 
rious, but  ihort  ftorm*  comforts  the  people  of  God  with  this,' 
{That  it  is  like  to  fall  heavieft  upon  the  worihippeis  in- the  out* 
Visard  courts  namdy  the  formal  profefers  of  the  times. : 

O  how  much  is  every  man  now  concerned  to  have  his  eftate! 
•nd  condition  well  cleared,  and  togive  all  diligence  to  mate 
his  calling  and  election  fure !     . 

It  ihould  both  amaze  and  grieve  a  pious  mind,  to  fee  how 
fotrre  ingenious  perfons  can  fit  with  unwearied  patience  and 
pleafure,  racking  their  brains  upon  fome  dry  fchool  problem,  or 
feme  nice  mat  fanatical  point ;  whilft  no  reafons  Or  perfuafiom 
can  prevail  with  them  to  fpend  one  ferious  hour  in  the  fearch 
and  ftudy  of  jfceir  own  hearts  I 

It  was  the  laying  of  the  great  Cicero,  Lihentcr  omnibus 
mines  opes  cencejferim9  ut  mibi  l%ceat9  vi  nulla  interpellante% 
ifio  modo  Uteris  vivere :  I  would  givfe  all  the  wealth  in  the 
world  that  I  might  wholly  live  in  my  ftudies,  and  have  nothing 
to  hinder  mei;  What  a  brave  offer  had  that  been,  if  heaven, 
and  die  clearing  of  a  title  to  if*  had  been  the  fubjeft-matter 
of  thofe  ftudies!  Crede  mifri,  extingui duke  ejfet%  mathematt- 
€arum  ariiumftudio)  faith  another ;  i.  e.  Believe  me,  it  were 
atftfeet  death  to  die  in  the  ftudy  of  the  mathematical  artsi 
And  I  ihould  be  apt  to*  believe  it^too,*  did  I  not  know  that  e- 
ternal  judgment  immediately  follows  death;  and  that  they 
y\o  (land  at  the  door  of  eternity  iavehi^eF  matters  t6  mind 
than  mathematical  niceties.  To  ctifcern  the  harmonies  and  . 
proportions  in  nature  is  pleafarit;  but,  to  difcem  the  haTtno* 
«y  and  proportion  oithtjigns  of  grace  laid  down  in  the  word, 
<with  the  works  of  grace  wrought  in  our  Jbuls,  i$K  a  far  more 
pleafant  and  neceflary  employment  *  and,  to  be,  extinguiflied 
*ri  fuch'a  work  as  this,  were  a  lovely  death  indeed  £  u  J3$dkd 
*<  is  that  fervant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  corneth,  {hall  find 
*<  fo  doing  IV    ... 

'    My  friends,  a  day  of  trouble  is  near,  a  dying  hour  approach-t 
ethnV;  "arid  when bnr  eye-firings  and'  heart-firings are  break? , 
ing  i  when  we  are  taking  the  laft  gcafp  of  Chrift,  and  the  j*rQ% 
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jatfesi  you  will  then  know  to  what  purpofc  thofe  hodrs  fpent 
;  in  fuch  work  as  this  were^  Search  yourfelves,  yea,  fearcb 
.  yourfelves  before  the  decree  bring  forth,  as  that  text  may  be 
read,  Zeph.  it.  i,  2.  «*  Enter  into  thy  chamber,  Chriftian, 
^  .and  ihut  thy  door  ;"  «  fit  dofe  to  this  employment  thou  art 

•  here  dire&ed  to  $  and  however  times  (hall  govern,  whether 
•*  it  be  fair  or  foul  weather  abroad,  thou  (halt  never  repent 

4  fuch  an  expenceof  thy  time/    NuftpumA  requiem  htvtnip  ir 
ntfi  in  libro%  6  chmfiror  laid  a  devout  foul  once  ;  I  am  never 
better  than  when  I  an?  at  my  book,  or  on  my  knees*    C  •  /^  r- 

This  may  feem  but  a  dull*  melancholy  life  to  the  brifc  and 
airy  fpirits  of  thefe  times  j  but  let  us  be  content  with  it  as  it  isl- 
and leave  them  (if  we  cannot  have  their  company)  to  their  fpor- 
tfrenefs  and  frolics,  never  once  grudging  them  their  fhort  and 
dear-bought  pleafures.  AiTurance,  That  fin  is  pardoned,  and 
Cbrift  is  ours,  with  the  unfpeakable  joys  that  are  infeparaWy 
connected  therewith,  is  that  "white  feme,  and  new  ftame^ 
,"  which  none  knows  but  he  that  receives  it;"  for  no  words, 
can  poffibly  fignify  to  another  what  that  foul  taftes  and  feels  in 
fuch  an  hour  as  that  is*  .       ' 

•  And  be  not  dsfcouratgcd  at  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it : 
This  white  fione  is  no  phihjbpher  Jhmey  which  no  man  could  e- 
ver  lay  he  had  in  his  own  han4  *  for  many  a  Chriftian  hath 
really  found  it  in  waiting  upon  the  Lord  by  prayer,  and  ddlir 
gently  fearching  the  fcriptures  and  his  own  heart. 

Reader,  the  time  will  come  when  they  that  feoff  at  theferiv 
ous  diligence  of  the  faints,  and  break  many  a  pleafent  jeft  up* 

•  on  the  moft  folcmn  and  awful  things  in  religion,  will  tremble 
when  they  (hall  hear  the  midnight-cry, ,"  Behold  thclwide- 
«'  groom- cometh  l"  and  fee  the  lamps  of  all  vain  and  forma) 

t  profeflbrs  expire,  and  none  admitted  into  the  marriage  hut  fuch 
whofe  lamps  are  furniflied  with  oil ;  1.  e.  fuch  whofe  profefi- 

:ona  and  duties  are  enlivened  and  maintained  by  vital  fpnng* 

and  principles  of -real  grace  within  them. 

.   It  is  a  very  remarkable  ftory  that  Mclchior  Adams  records 

in  the  life  of  Gobelinus  ;  that  a  little  before  his  time  there 

.  -was  a  play  fet  forth  at  Ifenach  in  Germany,  of  the  -wife  and 

Jboli/b  virginSf  wherein  the  virgin  Mary,  who  was  one  of  the 

t  five  feints  that  reprfented  the  wife  virgins,  was  brought  in  with 
the  reft,  telling  thefoolijb  virgins^  that  cried  to  her  for  oil,  that 

,  it  was  too  late :  and  then  others  reprefenting  the  foolifb  virgins* 

.fell a  weeping,  and  making  moft  bitter  lamentations. 

j  Hereat  prince  Frederic  (who.  was  one  of  the  fpe&ators) 
greatly  amazed,  cried  out,  .Quid  eji  fdes  nqftra  Chrifiiana>  j£ 
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mqiu  Matidymque  alia  Ssnftatxorari  p<*e/l  *  &c."  tVWie 
•our  fti$b  worth,  and  to  what  purpofe  are  aft  our  good  works$ 
wither  Mary,  nor  any  other  faint  can  help  us !  And  fiich  «|s 
jhkconfttrnattoa,  thai  it  threw  him  into  a  fore  and  violent  <fc 
feafe  which  ended  in  an  apople*,  whereof  he  died  about  fear 
<bj»  after:  . 

^  :thc  reprefentatiort  of  thefe  things  iii  a  pfay,  ended  the 
life  of  fo  grata  man  fe  tragically j  O  think  with  thyfelf* 
Reader,  ami  what  will  die  effe£bs  of  the  Lord**  real  appearance 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  the  mourning  and  waiting  of  tie 
tribel-of  the  earth  in  that  day  he  I  Think!  faff  and  think  again, 
?nd  again,  what  the  difnaal  effe&s  of  fuch  a  fight  and  found 
will  be  upon  all  that  negleft  fet ious  preparation  thcmfol  vesf  and 
•feoff  at  them  that  do  prepare  to  meet  the  Lord ! 

,  The  defignef  this  manual  is  to  bring  every  qiftk'ft  gold  to 
'the  toachiteu&e  and  fire ;  I  mean  every  man's  grace  to  the  trial 
of  the  word  j.  that  thereby  we  may  know  what  we  are,  what  we 
have,  and  what  we  miift  exped  and  truft  to  at.  the  Lord's 
coming.  I  pretend  not  to  zny  pftoidiferningfpirits',  fuck 
an  extraordinary  gift  there  once  was  in  the  church,  and  very 
:nex;ej&ry  for  thofe  times  (wherein  Satan  was  fobufy,  and  the 
anado  at  fcripture  not  completed)  *  which  the  apoftle  calls  the 
gift  of  difcer&izgfpiritty  i  Cor,  xii.  le.  And  fame  are  of 
•opinion,  that  by  virtue  of  this  gift,  Peter  difcerned  the  hypo- 
crify  of  Ananias  and  Saphrra,  but  whatever  that  gift  wa% 
it, is  utterly  ceafed  now;  no  man  can  pretend  to  it;  But 
-the  ordinary  aids' and  affiftances  of  the  Spirit  are  with  ua 
ftili,  and  the  lively  oraetes  are  among  us  ftillj ..to  them  we 
mayi  freely  go  for.  resolution  of  all  doubts*  and  decifion 
,  -of  perplexed  cafes.  And  thus  we  may  difcern  our  own  fpl* 
•ritsi  though  we  want  the  extraordinary  gift  of  difcerning 
4#her  men's  fpirits. 

«  I  have  little  to  fay  of  tnis  Treattfe  in  thy  hands,  more  than 
that  it  is  well  aimed  and  defigned,  however  k  be  managed* 
The  ear  tries  words,  as  die  mouth  tafteth  meat '%  thefe  things 
.will  relifh  according  to  the  palates  it  meets  with. 

It  is  not  the  pleafitjg,  but  profiting  of  men>  that  I  have  here- 
in laboured  for.  I  know  of  nothing  in  it  that  is  like  to  wound 
the  upright*  or  flightly  heal  the  hypocrite,  by  crying  peace, 
peace,  when  there  is  no  peace.  Scripture  light  hath  teen  my 
■Cynofura  $  and  with  that  thread  in  my  hand,  I  have  followed 
the  fearch  of  hypocrify  through  the  labyrinths  of  the  heart* 
Sbme  affiftance  I  hope  I  have  had  alfo  from  experience;  f<* 
Ijpripture  and  experience  are  fuch  relatives,  and  the  tie  betwixt 
tv^m  fo  discernible,  as  nothing  in  nature  can  be  more  fo«  What 


$*fcel  in  *&r  k&m>  W*  wight  have  toad  m  the  Jorfpttaw  hp* 
irm  cKfc  #e  felt  ifc.    .   .    . 

Tktf  ttefekflfog  $f  JQod  may  go  forth  wkh  it,  and  actomr 
fcany  it  to  thy  fottl,  tt*4*r*  i$  the  healtY  defirfe  and  praytof 

*  •  •  :-    .^ 

Servant  in  VH^jtlSfi 

"•.'•'  T    H    fi 

tb^Ctiftf  ONE   oMiNCfeRXTYi 

%  it 

*JTke  Sigwa  of  Sjufcte;  W  SymptpfRs  of  ijY?ofc*j*T« 
Opened  in*  Ttagttt  ap0»  Retention  iii.  17,  i& 

fyc&uft  iiwfayejt  i  am  rfrVj^  <brf  incredfed  irifh  go&b,  ifcref 
jfazjr  N£ft/  tfntkfoing  \  mtod  krmneft  not  thai  ifott  art  wretched 

-  *&n$mijtTabl*i  and  ptor^nd  bind,  and  naked:  Icounftlihet 
fobnytfint  GOLD  TUiSD  in  theflRE^  that  tho* 
tetjf  cfi  t*  rick*  &c* 


!fk  t » 


Wforein  the  tout,  is  $penMs  andfte  SSfrmes  ctfe  ffofmmi^i^ 

ALthobgh  fcbe  ftfcVelatioji  be  *  eempendiufn  of  intricate 
iifioiisi  and  obfcure  Jwphe.ciej,  containing  almoft  aji 
«tany  myfteries  as  word*  *  \  yet  that  cloud  overinadows  the 
ferdphetical  part  only ;  whirfi  begins  •frhe're  this  chapter  (with 
the  do&iiiial  part)  erids :  here  the  Waters  are  found  no  deej>ef 
fchaii  in  other  plafctt  ef  the  Scfipturii  \  but  if  we  go  a  little 
farther*  they  become  an  overflowing  flood :  Hitherto  we  teufch 

*  7W  materia  juet  verba*    Hierfca, 
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ground,  but  a  ftcp  further  delivers  us  into  the  deeps,  whJA 
are  above  the  heads  of  the  tailed  Chriftians :  Here  the  Spirit 
fpeaks  doblrihatly,  and  perfpicuoufly ;  but  in  the  fallowing 
chapters  myftically,  and  in  great  obfeurity. 

Seven  epiftlcs  are  found  in  this  do&rinal  part,  immediately 
di&ated  from  heaven,-  and  fent  by  John  to  xk&feven  churches 
ef Jfidj  to  inftru&i  coffed,  encourage,  ind  confirm  them,  as 
their  feveral  cafes  required. 

My  text  falls  in  the  laft  epiflle,  fent  to  the  church  ~  of  La- 
odicea;  the  worft  and  moft  degenerate  of  all  the  reft.  The 
beft  had  their  dtfecls  and  infirmities,  but  this  laboured  under 
"the  mbft  dangerous  difeafe  of  all.  The  faireft  face  of  the  (even 
had  (ome fj>ots>  but  a  dangerous  difeafe  deems  to  have  invaded 
the  very  heart  of  this.  '  *  ,      ' 

Not  that  all  were  equally  guilty,  but  the  greateft  part  (from 
ifhidi  the  whole  is"  denominated)  were  lukewarm  profcflbrs; 
who  had  a  name  to  live,  but  were  dead ;  who  being  never 
thoroughly  engaged  in  religion,  eafily  embraced  that  principle 
of  the  Gnoftics,  which  made  it  «fc«w*»>  a  matter,  of  indiffereucy 
ta  own  or  deny  Chrift  in  time  of  perfecution  j  the  moft  favfrfg 
doftrine  that  fomeprcrfeflbrs  are  acquainted  wkh/  This  luke- 
warm temper  Chrift  hated ;  he  was  fiek  of  them,  and  loathed 
their  indifferency ,  "  I  wife  (faith  he)  vef.  16.  thou  wert  ei* 
«  ther  cold  or  hot."  An  expreffion  of  the  fame  amount  with 
that  in  1  Kings  xviii.  a  j.  *«  How  long  halt  you  between  two 
"  opinions  ?"  an^  is.  rr&nifeftly  tranflatexFfrom  the  qualities 
of  water  *,  which  is  either  cold  or  hot;  or  lukewarm,  a  middle 
temper  betwixt  both,  and  more  naufeous  to  the  ftomach  than 
either  of  the  former.  *  Cold,  is  the  compleftion  and  natural  tern- 

*  per  of  thofe  that  are  wholly  alienated  and  eftranged  fromChrifi 
f  <  and  religion:  Hot,  -is  the  gracious  temper of  thofe  that  know 

<  and  love  Jefus  Qhrift  in  an  excelling  degree !  lukewarm,  or 

*  tepid,  is  the  terpper  of  thofe  who  have  tod  much  religion  t* 

*  be  efteemed  carnal,  and  too  little  to  be  truly  fpiritual ;'  a  ge- 
neration that  is  top politic,  to-  venture  much,  and  jttfofodijb 
as  to  lofe  all  5  they  are  loath  to  fotfakc  truth  wholly,  and  rnore 
loath  to  follow  it  too  clofely  :  the  forrja  of  religion  they  affeft  as 
an  honour,  the  power  of  it  they  judge  a  burden.    . 

..  *  Frigtdot  vocat  plane* a  Chrifie  alienor.  Fervidor,  vet* 
Chrrfti  cognitione  in  excellent i  g'radu  prtditos.  Tefiidot,  qui 
cum  Chripiani  dici  velint9  nee  caufatn  relighnis  ferio  agunt*  nee 
vitam  confeflioni  conferment  Jignamque  ducurit,  Sol.  GWT.  Rhct. 
Sacra,  par.  3,  p.  r6$.  ,    „    •    .'' 


Ify  Doftrines  propounded  and  opened*  I 1  j " 

(  This  is  that  temper  which  the  Lord  hates,  and  this  was  the 
difeafe  of  Laodicea,  which  Chrift,  the  great  and  only  heart-ana* 
tomift  mdfbul-phyjician,  discovers  in  ver.  17.  and  prefcribes 
3  cure  for  it  in  ver.  18.  So  that  the  words  refolve  themfelvcs' 
into  two  parts ;  viz.  : 

Firjl   A  faithful  difcovcrO  tf^  difeafe  of  Laodicea. 
Secondly  j  A  proper  remedy  3 

1.  Firft,  Their  difeafe  is  faithfully  difcovered  to  them,  both 
in  its  fymptoms*  caufe  and  Aggravations. 

Firft,  lufymptomsi  an  unconcerned,  indifferent,  reffardlefe 
fpirit  in  matters  of  religion,  neither  htft,  nor  cold  *  the  true 
temper  of  formal-pr$feJbrs9  who  never  engaged  themfelves 
thoroughly  and  heartily  in  the  ways  of  God,  but  can  take  or 
leave  as  times  govern,  and  worldly  iritereft  come  to  be  concer- 
ned. 

Secondly,  Its  caufe  and  root,  which  is  the  defeft  and  wan;; 
of  the  truth,  and  power  of  inward  grace,  noted  in  thefe  ex- 
preffions,  "  Thou  art  wretched,  and  miferahle,  poor,  blipd> 
<(.  and  naked $"  u  e.  thou  art  deftitute  of  a  real  principle,  a 
folid  work  of  grace.  Thefe  five  epithets  do  all  point  at  one 
and  the  fame  thing ;  nalxtely,  die  defective  and  rottennefs  of 
their  foundation.  The  two  firft,  •  t*a«/x*/>«*  mm  •  %*uv*$y  wretch- 
ed and  miferahle  are  more  general,  concluding  them  in  a  fad 
condition,  a  very  finful  and  lamentable  eftate ;  the  three  laft, 
ifiaxfis*  rvfx*,  tua  'yupntf  viz*  poor,  blind,  and  naked,  are  more 
particular,  pointing  at  thofe  grand  defecate  and  flaws  in  the 
foundation,  which  made  their  condition  £b  wretched  and  mife- 
rahle. 

f  irft,  Poort  that  &,  *  void  of  righteoufhefs  and  true  holinefs 
ticfore  God:  Thefe  are  the  true  riches  of  Chriftians  5  and  who- 
focver  wants  them,  is  poor  and  miferahle,  tow  rich  foeverhe  be 
in  gifts  of  the  mind,  or  treafures  pf  the  earth. 

Secondly^  Blind  \  f  u  e.  without  fpiritual  illumination, 
and  fo  neither  knowing  their  difeafe,  nor  their  remedy ;  the 
evil  of  fin,  or  neceffity  of  Chrift. 

Thirdly,  Naked,  %  without  Chrift,  and  his  righteoufnefs.  Sin 
i^  the  foul's  (hame  and  nakednefs ;  Chrift's  pure  and  perfect 
xighteoulhefs  is  its  covering  or  garment;  this  they  wanted, 

P  2 

*  *l»X9f  defiitutus  jujiitia,  et  fan  flit  ate  vera,  coram  Dec. 
Cfrotius. 

-f  Ty<pA«?  Nec  pttrbamf ciehif  riec  ret/tedium Durham  in  loc, 

%  yvt*tlt  Carefa  jujiitia  qua  yeftitw  eft  Cbriflianorum*    Partus* 


|jkf  .  7%e  Ittftrket  ffapeunief  met  GpmO&L 
*ow  richly  fdetcr  their  bodies  *ere  adorned.  Tbefe  *emi** 
jiiceans  ;  i.  e.  a  juft,  or  righteous  people  (according  to  the  art- 
|*tioa  of  that  word)  whofe  garment  with  which  they  Covered 
themtelved,  were  made  6f  the  home-fpiffl  thread  of  their  0*4 
t  fighteoufiiefs. 

Thirdly,  The  difeafe  of  Laodicea  is  liere  opened  to  them 
in  its7  aggravation  :  <<  Thou  faidft  1  atn  rich,  and  fflcreafed 
*  #ith  goods,  afidhate  needotf  flotMngj  tatkrierireftftot,"  6c. 

To  be  really  gracelefe  and Chri^efe,  is*  ipifefabfe  eOftiS* 
lion  *$  but  to  be  ft,  arjd  ye* :  eottnMeritJy  periuaded  of  the 
Contrary,  i*  hioft  miferable  •  to  have  the  v^ry  rymptOtnS  of 
ifleath  upon  us*  arid  yet  tdl  thofc  that  pity  U$  *e  are  as  well  $ 
$hey,  is  lamentable  itfcleed! 

6  the  eflScaey  of  a  Qnritual  deroSoft !  tty$  Was  d*eit  &ft$fi, 
gracelefnefs  >  and  the  aggravation  qf  H,  was  their  Jenfeleflfi\ 
fiefs.  '"•'.' 

Secmily,  V?6  hate  a  proper  reine<fy  preferJbed,  tier.  *fc 
«*  I  counftl  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  Are,  that  t*on 
**  mayeft  be  rich,"  &c.  In  which  we  have  to  confider,  BrJ, 
what  is  prescribed  for  the  eure.  '  tiectndfyi  Where  It  is  to  M 
Jiad.     Thirdly,  llo*  to  be  obtained.   *  "    ' 

ft# >  what  ire  the  remedied  prefcrib^ ;  and  tbey  are  three; 
(Solid,  ^Htftaimeni,  m&ey*-fdtv€.  Krfl, gdd,  tWctrre  tf 
jjOverty,  yea,  Gqfd  tried  in  the  fife ;  i.  e.  grace  that  bath  been 
^af  ioufly  proved  already ;  and  the  more  it  is  proved,  the  more, 
its  truth  will  be  cohfpicubus.  The  next  is  tpbite  tajment,  the 
temedy  agamft  nakedn^fe.  And,  laftly,  eye*Jkhef  the  effec- 
tual cure  of  blindnefs.  '  TJndcc  all  thefe  choice  metaphors, 
inore  dhioice  aid  excellent;  tfcitigs  are  fl*ado*[edi  qven  fcirittat 
graces,  realholinefe,  more  precious  tti^n  goM.  CHrifVs  hn- 
fmted  tighr^oufihiefs,  the  richeft  garifnent  in  all  the  wardrobe  o( 
heaven  j  and  fpiritual  illumination,  the,  moil  excellent;  coBy* 
rhm  or^e-fahet%*teyet  was*  or  canbe.ap^icd,  to  the  men- 
tal eye  or  underfbnding  of*  maft ^^inthU-wprljck   v 

Secondly,  Where  tftefe  pjecioui?  remedies  m^ry  he  had ;  atwfc 

Su  find  Chrift  hath  the  f  mtitybty.  of  them  all ;  Buy  qf  m, 
th  Chrift  in  the  text ;  he  is  the  repertory  of  all.  graces.  An*' 
gels,  minifters>  ortinances  f  aijnot  fofrtifh  you.  w|tb  them  with*. 
^ut'Chrift.    '  >  '';  "     *<-\"  '^  •■  u;  •  •    1;   '""    "" 

*  M/  Mlferttlt  totfiw  HM  tnifefOnff  fiipfm^ 
i.  e.  None  is  more  to  be  pitied  than  a  pityable  fioner  whodoei  t^ 
toity  hinifelf. 


¥htr<Ryy  How  they  may  be  obtained  from  him  \  Buy  of  me. 
0n  this  place  Eftiusj  and  others,  build  their  do&rine  of  merit ; 
^rhich  is  to  build  a  mperftru&ure  of  hay  and  ftubble  upon  a 
foundation  of  gold.  The  exigence  of  the  very  text  itfelf  de* 
ftroys  fuih  conceits :  for  wbat  have  they  that  are  poor,  wretcfi- 
ed,  inferable,  and  want  all  things,  to  give  as  a  price,  or  by 
way  of  merit  for  thofe  ineftimable  treafures  of  grace  I  Buying 
therefore  in  this  place  can  fignify  or  intend  no  more  than  the 
*cquifitk>n,  comparing,  or  obtaining  tbefe  things  from  Jefus 
Chrift,  ixt  the  ufe  of  fuch  means  and  methods  as  he  hath  ap* 
pointed :  and  in  the  ufe  pf  them  we  merit  glace  rto  more  than 
the  patient  merits  of  his  phyfician  by  coming  to  him,  and  care* 
fully  following  his  prescriptions  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  medica- 
ments as  he  freely  gives  him :  And  that  place,  Ua.  lv.- 1. 
{from  which  this  pnrafc  feems  to  be  borrowed}  fully  clears  k ; 
^  He  that  hath  no  money,  let  him  come  and  buy  wine  and 
\y  milk  without  money,  and  without  price." 
<  From  all  which,  thefp  tkrt^  obfemtionS  fairly  offer  them* 
fcjves  to  us* 

Jpoct.  I.  Thai  many  profeffors  qf  religion  are  under ,  very 
great  and  danger ovs  mijtakes  in  their  prof  ejfion. 

pott.  2.  That  true  grace  is  exceeding  previous,  and  greatly 
enriches  the  fotu]  t  hat  pojjefc  th  it. 

$o&.  3.  That  only  is  to  be  accounted  true  gt ate  ^  which  it 
ablety  endure  alt-  thofe  trials  appointed)  of  permitted  for 
the  difeqvety  (f  it. 

The  firft  do&rine  naturally  rifes  Cut  of  the  (cope  of  the  ttxt, 
-jyfcichis  tp  awaken  and  convince  unfound  profeflbrs. 

The  feoond,  from  the  ufe  the  Holy  Ghoft  makes  of  the  beft 
and  chdiceft  things  in  nature,  to  fhadow  forth  the  ineftimable 
worth  and  precioufoefi  of  grace* 

-  And  the  third,  from  that  particular,  nnd  moft  fignificant 
metaphor  of  gold  tried  in  the  fire;  by  which  I  here  tirtderftand 
a  real  aiyl  folid  work  of  grace,  evidencing  itfelf  to  be  fd  in  all 
tfre  proofs  and  trials  that  ate  made  of  it ;  for  whatfbever  U  pro* 
Rational  of  grace,  and  puts  its  foundnefs  and  iincerity  to  the 
.  teft,  is  that  to  it  which  fire  is  to  gold :  tn  this  fenfe  it  is  ufe  J 
in  fcripture,  Pfal.  Ixvi.  ro.  u  Thou  haft  tried  us  as  filver  is  , 
««  tried:"  And  Zech.  xiii.  9.  -•  I  will  bring  the  third  part 
**  through  the  fire,  and  will  refine  them  as  filter  is  refined* 
<€  and  try  them  as  gold  is  tried."  So  that  whatfbever  it  if 
which  examines  and  tries  grace  whether  it  be  found  and  fin* 
jjere,  that  is  the  fire  Chrift  here  fpeaks  of  5  and  fuch  graee  as 
abides  thefe  trials,  is  the  gold  here  intended. 


fiS   T^grtatandiangtrwsM^fidketf/mePnfefforu 
C    H    A    P.      II 

Wherein  the  firjt  DoRrine  is  opened  and  proved  briefly  ^  as  a 
preliminary  Difcourfe  to  the  principal  Subjeft  herein  aefigned  ' 

D    o   e   T.     I. 

That  many  profeffors  of  religion  are  under  very  great  and 
dangerous  miftahes  i^  their  profeffions% 

SIC    T.     I. 

AL  L  flattery  is  dangerous  j  felf-flattery  is  more  danger- 
ous 5  but  felf-flattery  in  the  bufinefs  of  falvatiqn,  is  Uiq 
molt  dangerous  of  all. 

To  pretend  to  the  good  we  know  we  have  not,  is  grofs  hy- 
pocrify;  to  perfuade  ourfelves  of  the  good  we  have  not,  tho* 
we  think  we  have  it,  is  formal  hypocrify ,  and  this  was  the 
cafe  of  thofc  felf-deceivers  in  the  text. 

My  defign  in  this  difcourfe  is  not  to  fliake  the  well-built 

"  hopes  of  any  man,  or  beget  groundlefs  jealoufieg,  but  to  dif- 

cover  the  real  dangerous  flaws  in  the  foundation  of  many  men* 

hopes  for  heaven :  Every  thing  is  as  its  foundation  is,  aqti 

debile  fundamentum  fallit  opus  ;  that  failing,  all  fails* 

.  There  is  a  twofold  felf-fufpicion  or  fear  In  Cod's  own  peo* 
pie :  The  one  is  a  fear  of  caution^  awaking  the  foul  to  the  ufe 
of  all  the  preventive  means  for  avoiding  danger  *,  this  is  lauda- 
ble :  The  other  a  groundlefs  fufpicion  of  reigning  hypocrify^ 
tending  only  to  defpondency ;  this  is  culpable :  By  the  former 
the  foul  is  guarded  againft  danger ;  by  the  latter  it  is  betrayed 
into  needlefs  trouble,  and  debarred  from  peace. 

Good  men  have  fometimes  more  fear  than  they  ought,  and 
wicked  men  have  tefs  than  they  ought :  The  former  do  fome- 
times (hut  their  eyes  againft  die  fair  evidences  of  their  own 
graces j  the  latter  fliut  their  eyes  agtiriflt  the  fad  evidences  of 
their  fin  and  n*ifery„  This  is  an  evil  in  both,  but  not  equally 
dangerous ;  for  he  that  fhuts  his  eyes  againft  his  own  graces 
and  privileges,  lofeth  but  his  peace  and  comfort  for  a  time^ 
Suthe  that  fhuts  his  eyes  againft  the  evidences  of  his  fin  and 
mifery,  lofeth  his  precious  foul  to  all  eternity.  Of  this  latter 
fort  of  felf-dcceivers  the  world  is  full,  and  thefe  arc  the  men 
I  am  concerned  with  in  this  point.. 


JTfe great  and  imgetms  Mljlake  if/ante  Prtfejfdtt*     I  10 

Oh!  that  fomc  men  had  lefs  trouble !  and,  oh  !  that  fome 
tiad  more !  If  the  foolijh  virgins  had  been  Ids  confident,  the/ 
had  certainly  been  more  fafe,  Matth*  xxv.  If  thofe  glorious 
profeflbrs  in  Matth.  vii.  22.  had  not  fhut  their  eyes  againft  their 
Own  hypocrify,  Chrift  had  not  (hut  againft  them  the  door  of 
falvatkm  and  glory.  Ananias  and  Sapphira ;  Hymeneus  and 
Philetus ;  Alexander  and  Detaas,  with  multitudes  moife  of 
that  fort,  are  the  fad  inftances  and  proofs  of  this  point.  It  is 
faid,  Ph>v.  xxx.  12-  "  There  is  a  generation  that  is  pure  in 
*c  their  own  eyes,  and  yet  is  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs ." 
Through  what  falfe  fpe&acles  do  the  men  of  that  generation 
look  upon  their  own  fouls ;  the  men  of  that  generation  are 
multiplied  in  this  generation :  Never  was  any  age  over-run 
witn  a  generation  of  vain,  felf-cozening,  formal  profeflbrs,  as 
this  generation  is.  , 

Three  things  I  (hall  here  endeavour  to  dp : 

I.  To  give  evidence  beyond  contradiction  to  this  fad  truth* 
that  among  profeflbrs  are  round  many  felf-deceivers. 
•    (2.)  To  affign  the  true  caufes  and  reafons  why  it  is  fo. 
And, 

(3.)  Improve  it  in  thofe  pradical  inferences  the  point  af- 
fords. 

S  EC  t.   n. 

THAT  there  are  multitudes  of  fuch  felf-deceivers  among 
profeflbrs,  will  appear, 

1;  Firftj  By  this,  that  there  are  every  where  to  be  found 
snore  profeflbrs  than  converts ;  unregenerate  profeflbrs,  whofe 
religion  is  but  the  effeft  of  education.  Chriftianity,  by  the 
favour  of  an  early*  providence,  was  the  firft  comer,  it  firft  be* 
fpt>ke  them  for  itfelf;  thefe  are  Chriftiaiis  of  an  human  crea* 
tion,  rather  born,  than  new-born,  believers.  Now  all  thefe 
are'  felf-deceived,  and  hailing  to  damnation,  under  the  efficacy 
of  a  ftrong  delation ;  "  for  if  a  man  think  himfelf  to  be  fome* 
"  thing  when  he  his  nothing,  he  deceiveth  himfelf, w  faith  the 
apoftle,  Gah  vi.  3.  Surely  our  birth-privilege,  without  the  new<- 
birth,  is  nothing,  yea,  worfe  than  nothing,  as  to  our  laft  and 
£reat  account :  That  which  ftands  for  a  great  fum  in  our 
*&rithmetic>  it  is  nothing,  it  is  but  a  cypher  you  fee  in  God's, 
**  Except  a  man  be  born  again  (fay/  the^ips  of  truth)  be  cannot 
**  fee  the  kingdom  of  God,"  John  iii.  3. 

Poor  felf-deceivers,  ponder  thofe  words  of  Chrift  j  you 
have  hitherto  thought  your  civil  education,  your  dead  and 
heartkfs  duties,  enough  xq  denominate  you,  Chriftiaas  before 


God*  but,  go  now,  and  learn  wha*  that  {raptor*  wewathj 
and  be  afluxed  you  matt  experience  another  winner  of  convex* 
on,  or  clfc  a  i$  impoflibte  for  yo*  to  efeajpe  et*mai  Auw 

2.  SscM&y*  It  ii  rdo  mawifeft  by  this*  that  manyprofeto* 
are  oftly  acqvaiQted  wkb  the  external*  of  religion;  and  a* 
their  duties  are  no  mare  but  a  compliance  of  the  outward  mzt 
with  the  wmmands  of  God  *  This  is  the  iuperfieial  reiigwi* 
which  deceives  rod  betrays  multitude*  iftt0  eternal  mifery, 
True  religion  feats  itfelf  in  the  inward  man,  wad  a£M  e&* 
ttuljy  upon  tbe  vital  powers,  lulling  fro  in  the  fcearti  a*ul  jwg* 
k*g  if*  defigw  and  deUghte  from  carnality  rod  felfthnefe  *  en* 
gaging  the  heart  &r  God  ;  arid  fitting  k  ^  a  bow  ia  iU  fall 
bent  for  him,  in  the  approaches  we  make  to  bi«i.  Butbw 
little  are  many  profeflbrs  acquainted  with  thefe  things  ? 

Alas !  if  this  be  aU  we  hate  to  (fend  Mpe**  h qm  dangerous  a 
ftatiou  is  it  ?  What  k  external  eenformky,  bvt  w  tftificiaj 
imitation  of  that  which  only  lives  jh  tke  fouls  of  good  men  i 
Thu*  was  Jebu deceived;  he  did  many  a&l  of  external  obedi* 
ence  to  God's  command,  "  but  Jehu  took  rio,  heed  to  walk  \& 
«  the  ways  *f  the  l*ord  God  of  Hhfcl  wHft  all  hi*  beatt* 
7.  Kings  x.  31.     And  this  was  his  overthrow; 

This  alfo  was  the  ruin  of  thofe  fbrmalifts*  Ezek;  xxxiii. 
31.  they  came  and  fat  before  the  Jjord  as  his  people:  The 
word  was  to  tbern  a*  a  lovely  fong  \  mightily  charmed  Mr* 
the  modulation  of  the  prophet's  voice,  and  bis  lively  geffures  % 
but  all  die  while  their  beam  wen*  a&er  their  cavetwuuefi 
And  what  abundance  of  feeh  pharifatcal,  fuperficial  religion  i* 
every  where  tt>  be  found  ? 

3.  Thirdly^  It  appears  by  this,  that  every  trial  made \ffflht* 
ings  upon  ytofefiore,  blows  away  mtdtitudes,  like  dry  leave* 
in  Autumn,  by  a  ftormy  wipd  y  many  fell  from  their  owd 
ftedfaftntffe  in  making  time*  1  profperity  multiplies  Vaiti  pw? 
feflbrs,  and  adverfity  purges  the  church  of  them  %  **  Then  (tall 
*  many  be  offended,"  Matth*  xxir*  to. 

This  the  fcripture  every  where  marks  as  a  fymptom  of  hype* 
cr#y  s  Pfelm  Ixxviii.  8„  "  A  generation  that  fat  not  their 
«  hearts  aright,  and  whofe  fpirit  was  not  ftedfaft  with  God.9 
I  John  ii.  19,  w  But  they  went  out,  that  *bcy  might  be  mad* 
«  maaifeft*  tbat  they  were  not  of  us."  Mattfc.  xiii.  21.  *  For 
*£.  when  tribulaticm  or  perfeendon  arifeth  becairife  of  the  word* 
«  by  and  by  he  is  offended."  But  flhoujd  one  have  told  them 
m  the  days  of  their  firft  pwrfeffion,  that  ail  their  zeal  and  hbort 
in  rdigieo  wtmld  have  eodcdktthi^  it  is  like  they  wraMlott 


^plied  as  Hk^^dtotbemanofGod,  2  Kingstviii.  13.  *<But 

•!*•  what,  is  thy  fcrvant  adog*  that  he4heuld  do  this  great  thing  ?' 

Quantum  mutatus  ab  ilk  ? 
O  how  unKfae  is  their  dark  arid  dirty  evening  to  their  glori- 

ton*  and  hopeful  morning  \  Thefe  pcofeflbrs  have,  more  of  the 
*  moon  than  of  die  fun,  little  light*  left  heat,  but  many  changes  t 
■f  They  deeieve  many*  yea,  they  deceive  thomfelves,  but  cannot 
I  deceive  GocL  During  the  calm*  what  a  flourish  do  they  make } 
I  Axid  with  s.. what,  gallantry,  do  they  fail  P  By  and-  by  yon  may 
i    .  tear  horrendas  tempeftates)  ahd-foon  after  you.  may  tea  fiend* 

naufragiih*  dreadful  Otipwreck  after  a  furious  fttorm  5  and  ndt 

wonder*  far  they  Wanted  thatiiW  *tp*y(**9>  that     .  v     «..      , 
.  fcalkft  and  ftaaWiOiment  in  themfelv a  that     iretklu;I7i 
,      would  have  kept  them  tight  and  liable* 

4.  Fburibip^  t&is  tdo  apparent  by  this,  that  iiiatiy  pn>fe£» 
>  .fors  Secretly  indulge  and  flicker  beloved  lufb  under  the  wing* 
1  of  their  pro&ffion.  This)  liloe  a  worm  at  the  root,  will 
1  wither  and  kill  thfirt  at  laft*  how  fragrant  focver  they  may 
f    .ibem  to  rbe  for  a  fission.  .  Gideon  had  feventy  foils,  ajhd  on& 

Isaftard)  but  that  one  baftard  was  the  death  of  all  bis  feventy 

,  Some  men  bai£  rriatty  excellent  gifts*  ahd  perform  multi- 
;  tude£  of  duties  j  but  one  fecret  fin  indulged  and  allowed,  will 
-  deftroy  them  all  at  laft.  He  that  is  partial  as  to  the  mortiR- 
t  Cation  of  his  fins,  is  undoubtedly  hypocritical  in  hi*  profeffiom 
f-  1£  David's  evidence  was  good  for  his  integrity,  fnrely  fueh  pro- 
t  feflers  will  never  clear  themfelve*  of  hypocrify.  " I  was  alfb 
,'i     u  upright  before  him*  and  kept  myfelf  from  mine  iniquity/* 

faith  he,  Ffalm  tviiu  23.  This  is  the  right  e^ye>  and  right  hand 
I  which  every  fineete  Chriftiaa  muft  pluck  out*  and  cut  off, 
f      Matth.  v.  29,  30* 

\  -  Which  is  a  metaphor  from  dtirurgeons,  whofe  manner  it 
]  is*  when  the  whole  is.  in  danger  by  any  .part,  to  cut  itt>fF,  ne 
l     farsjmceratfiakatur?  left  all  perifti. 

Their  fuppreffipg  fomelufts,  raifeth  their  confidence  5  th* 
j      indulging  of  one,  razeth  the  foundation  of  their  hopes;  and 

thus  they  deceive  themselves* 

$vFiftbty9  This  alfo  manifefts  the  felf-dcceits  ofjnanyprc* 

feflbrs,  that  the  fecret  duties  of  religion,  of  at  leaft  the  fecret 

intercourfe  of  the  foul  with  God  in  them,  is  a  fecret  hid  from 

the  knowledgeand  eapcrionce  of  many  profefTors.     - 

To  attend  the  ordinances  of  God  in  the  feafons  of  them, 

^bey  know ;  to  orayin  their  families  gt  the  ftated  hours  there* 


.iaz        Evidences  ef  Self-deceit  in  Matters of  Rt&gidn* 
of,  they  know  j  but  to  retire  from  all  the  world  into  their  cb* 
/ets,  and  there  to  pour  out  their  hearts  before  the  Lord,  they 
know  not. 

To  feel  fomewhat  within,  paining  them  like  an  empty  hun- 
gry ftomach,  until  they  have  eaten  that  hidden  manna,  that 
bread  in  fecret ;  I  mean  refreshed  their  fouls  with  real  communi- 
on with  the  Lord  there ;  this  is  a  myftery  locked  up  from  the 
acquaintance  of  many  that  call  themfelves  Chriftians  >  and  yet 
this  is  made  a  charaderiftical  note  of  a  fincere  Chriftian  by 
Chrift  himfelf,  in  Matth.  vi.  6. 

.,     O  reader  !  if  thy  heart  were  right  with  God,  and  thou  didft 

hot  cheat  thyfelf  with  ^  a  vain  profeffion,  thou  wouldft  have 

frequent  birfinefs  with  God,  which  thou  wouldft  be  loath  thy 

deareft  friend,  or  the  wife  of  thy  bofom  Ihould  be  privy  to: 

JV&n  eft  reiigio  ubi  otnnha  patent  s  religion  doth  not  lay  all 

•pen  to  the  eyes  of  men.    Obferved -duties  maintain  our  credit, 

but  fecret  duties  maintain  our  life.     It  was  the  dying  of  an 

•heathen. about  his  fecret  correfpondency  with  his  friends,  what 

need  the  world  be  acquainted  with  k  ?  <  Thou  and  I  are  theatre 

4  enough  to  each  other/  There  are  inclofcd  pleafures  m  religi- 

'    on,  which  none  but  renewed  fouls  do  feelingly  underftand, 

.     6.  Lafttyi  How  many  more  profefe  religiorf  in  thefe  days* 

than  ever  made  religion  their  bufinefs!  Phijofophy  tells  us, 

j     there  is  a  to  ipy*r  and  a  v<*piyy>>  a  main  bufinefs ;  and  a  by-bu- 

s        tinefs  j  the  fame  is  found  in  religion  alfo. 

There  are  *•  that  give  themfelves  to  the  Lord,"  2  Cor.  viii .  _ 
5.  whofe  converfatton,  or  trade,  is  in  heaven,  Phil.  iii.  18.  the 
end  or  fcope  of  whofe  life  is  Chrift,  Heb.  xiii.  7,  8.  who  give 
religion  the  precedency  both  in  time  and  affection,  Pfalm  n 
g.  Rom.  xii.  1 1.  who  are-  conftant  and  indefatigable  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord ,  1  Cor.  xv.  58. 

And  there  are  alfo  that  take  tip  religion  rather  fpr  oftenta- 
tion  than  for  an  occupation,  who  never  mind  the  duties  of  reli- 
gion, but  when  they  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  5  and  when  their 
outward  man  is  engaged  in  the  duties  of  it,  yet  their  heart  is 
not  in  it ;  they  hear,  they  pray,  1!  &  4*x*  *J«f  as  Chyryfoftomc 
fpeaks,  but  their  fouls,  their  thoughts,  and  minds  are  abroad. 
It  is  not  their  bufinefs  to  have  fellowfliip  with  God  in  duties, 
to  get  their  lufts  mortified,  their  hearts  tried,  their  fouls  con- 
formed  to  the  image  of  God  in  holinefs. 

They  pray  as  if  they  prayed  not,  and  hear  as  if  they  beari 
*K>t  j  send  if  they  feel  no  power  in  ordinances,,  no  quickening 
in  duties>  it  is  no  difappoiutment  at  all  to  them ;  for  thefe. 
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were  hot  their  defigns  in  drawing  nigh  to  God  in  thefe  appoint-* 
stents. 

And  thus  you  fee  what  numbers  of  profeflbrs  deceive  them*, 
feives. 

SECT.    ffl. 
r  A   ND  if  we  ferioufly  enquire  into  the  grounds  and  caufes  of 
j£\.  this  felf-deceit  among  profeflbrs,  we  fhall  find  thefe  four 
things  confpiring  to  delude  and  cheat  them  in  the  great  con-' 
cern  of  their  falvation. 

1.  Fir/t3  The  natural  deceitfulneis  of  the  heart,  than  which 
nothing  is  more '  treacherous,  and  falfe,  Jen  xvii.  t>,  «  The 
««  heart  is  deceitful  above  ali things, and defperatdy  wicked;"  * 
3??ri^?3D  ZJpX  Supplantativum  cor,  prae<mniifus  ;  the  heart  is* 
the  greateft  fupplanter,  the  moid  crafty  and  fubtle  cheat  of  all,* 
that  deceives  us,  as  Jacob  did  his  brother  (to  whofe  name  this 
fjext  alludes)*  It  defeats  Us  of  our  heavenly  heritage,  as  Jacob 
fuppjanted  him  in  his  earthly  one,  while  we  are  gone  a  hunting; 
after  earthly  trifles.  And  wherein  its  deceitfulneis  principally^ 
appears,  you  rfray  fee  by  the  folemn  caveat  of  jhe  apoftle, 
James  i.  22.  wherein  he  warns  us  to  beware,  that  in  hearing 
the  word  we  deceive  not  ourfelves  by  falfe  reafonings ;  for  fo. 
M^tfA^r^/avM  tetvrif  imports,  and  may  be  ftri&ly  rendered* 
falfe  reafoningthemfelves,  namely,  by  malting  falfe  fyllogifms  ; 
whereby  they  rnifconclude  aboiit  their  fpiritual  and  eternal 
<ftate  and  condition,  wd  befool  themfeJves. 

The  time  will  irome  when  a  man's  own  heart  will  be  found 
to  have  the  chief  hand  in  bis  ruin  ;  and  what  Apollodorus  did 
but  fancy  his  heart  faid  to  Mm,  fome  mens  hearts  will  tell' 
them  in  earneft,  when  they  come  to  the  place  of  mifery  and 
torment ;  iy*  rat  f\xr»i  «/r/«,i  have  been  thecaufe  of  all  this,  I 
have  betrayed  thee  into  .all  thefe  torments :  it  was  my  laziriefs, 
my  credulity,  my  averfenefs  to  the  ways  of  ftrift  godlinefs* 
mortification  and  'felf-denial  which  have  for  ever  undone  thee : 
*wheft  thou  fateft  under  the  convincing  truths  of  the  gofpel, 
it  was  I  that  whifpered  thofe  atheiftical  furmifes  into  thine  ear, 
J>erfuading  thee  that  all  thouhcardft  was  but  the  intemperate 
heat  of  an  hot-brained  zealot;  when  the  judgments  of  God 
were  denounced,  and  the  mifery  thou  now  feeleft  forewarned 
and  threatened,,  it  was  I  that  wifpered  what  the  tongue  of  ano- 
ther once  fpake  out,  Tunc  credam>  cwh  illuc  venero  :  I  will  be- 
Jieve  it  when  I  come  thither. 
-.  Surely  this  is  a  great  truth  which  was  obferved  by  the  wjfc 

♦a*  afoot,  ^ 
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eft  of  men,  **  He  that  trufteth  in  his  oirn  heart,  is  a  feoi,^ 
Prov.  xxviii.  26.  And  thousands  of  fuch  fools  are  to  be  fom4 
among  profeflbrs. 

a.  Secondly,  Satan  is  a  chief  confpirator  in  this  trfcaehotfHl 
defign  j  v>e  are  not  ignorant  (faith  theapoftle)  of  his  devices  \ 
ff  yii/MTK)  hisfpphiftry  and  flights,  2  Cor.  ii.  n.  his  &*t&mt 
trains  and  methods  of  temptation,  which  are  thorqughlyTftuli- 
cd,  and  artificially  moulded  and  ordered ;  even  {uchfyjtems  & 
tutors  and  pr^fejfors  of  arf  *  and  fctences  have,  and  read  over 
to  their  auditors ;  as  *  one  judicioufly  obferves,  to  he  the  im- 
tjort  of  that  text,  Eph.  yi.  n.  Nor  js  it  t<>  be  wondered  at,  coo* 
fidering  his  vaft  knowledge,  deep  malice,  and  long  experience 
Jn  this  art  of  cheating,  together  with  the  :great  corruption 
and  pronenefs  of  the  hearts  of  men  to  cldfe  with  his  de- 
vices, and  believe  his  impoftures,  that  fo  vaft  a  number  of 
fculs  are  taken  **  captive  by  hinx  at  his  will,"  2  Tim.  ii. 
26. 

It  is  the  gpd  of  ibis  world  that  blind$  the  minds  of  them 
that  believe  not,  2  Cqr,  iv.  3>  4.  «<  The  god  of  this  worlds 
(So  called  by  a  Mimefis)  who  leads  a  world  of  poor  deluded 
yretches  to  <Jeftru£tton,  having  firft  Uindedtbeiir  minds,  that 
is  deluded,  and  with  his  hellifti  art  pra&ifed  upon  their  under- 
landings  that  *•  *>«A*mm7j  leading  and  direiUyefa^ty,  whid\ 
jfi  to  tl^e  foui  wfyat  eyes  are  to  $he  body. 

I  remember  Bafil  brings  in  Satan  thus  infulfin^  Chrift^ 
have  tbem }  I  have  them  !  for  all  thy  bipod  and  fniracles,  thy 
wooing^  and  befeechings,  thy  knocking?: and  drivings*  I  have 
cozened  thee  of  them  at  the  very  gates  of  beaveri :  for  all 
their  illuminations,  and  tailing  of  the  powers  of  the  world  tq 
come,  I  have  fhipwrackt  thega  in  {h?  very  mouth  of  the  hai 
yen. 

3.  Thirdly  The  common  works  found  in  unregjenerate 
fouls  deceiye  many,  who  cannot  diftinguUh  them  from  the 
Special  works  of  the  Spirit  in.  God's  eleift  :  fee  that  Startling 
fcipture,  Heb.  vi.  4.  where  you  fii*d,  among  the  common 
operations  of  the  Spirit  upon  apoftates,  fhat  illumination,  which 
gives  perfpicuity  to  tbeij  minds  in  difcerning  Spiritual  truths, 
and  that  frequently  with  more  diftin$nefe  and  depth  of  judg- 
ment than  fome  gracious  fouls  attain  untftj  befides,  it  is  the 
matter  out  of  which  many  rare  and  excellent  gifts  are  formed 
in  admirable  variety,  which  are  iingularly  ufeful  to  a^he^ 
is  thev  are  exercifed  in  expounding  the  fqfiptures,  drfendi?§ 

t  pr*  Goodwin's  Child of  JB^t. 


the  -truths  of  Chrift  by  folid  arguments,  preaching,  prayings 
&c,  and  make  the  fubjc&.ofrthem  renowned.and  honoured  irt 
tbecljureh  of  God,  whilft,  mean  time,  they  are  dazzled  with 
their  pwn  fplendor,  and  fatally  .mined  by  them. 

There  jm  find.aUb  tafting  as^well  as  enlightening ;  fo  that 

they  feem  to  abound  not  only  in  knowledge,  but  in  fenfe  alfo ; 

i  *.  in  fomefki»d  of  exp*rimcfi.Qf  <w hat.  they  know  5  for  experi- 

r    erice  is  ithc  bringing  .of  thing&to.  the  teft  of  fpiritual  fenfe* 

They  do  tafte  or  experience  the  good  that  comes  by  the  pro- 

mif$&  of  the  word,  and  difcoveries  of  heaven  and  glory,  though 

s     j^y  feel  not  experimentally  the  transforming  eflicacy  of  thefe 

:     thmgSj-ujfcm  their  own  foul*. 

%         Now,  that  illummation  furnithing  them  with  excellent  gifts 
c     (as  before/was  noted)jr«nabling  them  .to  affent  to  gofpel-truths, 
which  the  ifcripture  calls  faith,  £.Q&  viii.  12.  and  working 
(l    |n  them  conriftion  .of  fin,  1  Sam.  xy.  24.  reformation  of 
life,  2  Pet.  ii.  20.  and  touching*  their  affections  alfo  with  tran-' 
a     gent  joy  in  the  difipoyery  of  tbofe  truths. 
t        .And  tins  tafte,  which  comes  fo  near  to  the  experience, 
t     which  the  (an&ified  foul  enjoys,  feems  to  put  their  condition 
:     beyond  all  cantroverfy,  and  lay  a.  foundation  for  their  ill- 
\     fyxik  confidence;  nothing  is  more  apt  to  beget  and  nouriflV 
,     fuch  a  confidence  than  the  meltings  and  workings  of  our  af- 
fections about  fpiritual  things }  for,  as  a  f  grave  divine  hath 
well  obferved,  fuch  a  man .  fcems  -  to  have  all  that  is  required 
.     of.  a  Cluiftian,.and  to  have  attained  the  very  end  of  all  anow- 
,     ledge,  which  is  operation  and  influence    upon  .the  affe&i- 
]     ^ns.     When  they  ihall  find  heat  ia  their  affections,  as  welt 
as  light  in  their  minds,  how  apt  are  they  to  fay  (as  theft 
.     felf -deceivers in  {hetiext  did)  they  u  are  rich)  and  have  need 
**  of  nothing/'    Now  of  alktfre  falfe  figns  of  grace,  by  which 
;    men  c^en^hemfelves,  none  a^  fo  dangerous  and  deftru&ive 
I     to  fouls,  as  thefe  that  come  neah^ft: true  ones:  never  doth  Sa« 
t     fan  more  £fle£fcttally  and  fecurely  manage  his  cheats,  than 
\     frhea  he  is.  transformed  into  .an-  angel  of  light. 
I         Among  this  fort  of  fdtaeceivers;  how  many  gifted  men, 
and,  amo^g  that  fort,  fome  employe^  in  the  office  of  the  mi- 
nistry will  be  foupd,  whofe  daily  employment  being  about 
fpiritual  things,  ftudying,  preaching,  praying,  <bc.  do  conclude 
themfelves  fan&ified  perfons,  becaufe  they  are  converfant  about 
{acred  employments,  as  if  the  fubjecT:  mud  be,  becaufe  the  ob- 
ject is,  iaci cd.    Oh!  thatfufh  would  fcrioufly  ponder  thefe 

.    <j-.ftfo /A>  Burgas. 
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two  fcriptures,  Matth.  vii.  22.  **  Many  will  fey  unto  me  in 
«  that  day,  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  Ik*  prophefied  in  thy  name  I 
««  and  in  thy  name  have  caft  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done: 
<c  many  wonderful  things  ?"  And  ijCbr.  ix,  27.—*"  left  that 
"  by  any  means,  when  I  have  preached  unto  others,  I  myfelf 
**  ihould  be  a  caft-away/'  v 

4.  Lafifyy  To  add  no  more,  this  ftrengthens  felf*deceit 
exceedingly  in  many,  viz.  Their  obfervations  of,  and  com- 
paring themfelves  with  others.  Thus  the  Pharifees  (thofe  grofe 
felf-deceivers)  "  trufted  in  themfelves  that  they  were  righte- 
*'  ous,  and  defpifed  others,"  Luke  xviii.  9.  Their  low  rating 
of  others,  gave  them  that  t  high  rate  and  value  of  themfelves 
And  thus  the  proverb  is  made  good,  Megnat  hi/bus  inter  c<Bcos» 
he  that  hath  but  one  eye,  is  a' king  among  the  blind. 

Thus  the  falfe  apoftles  cheated  and. befooled  themfelves, 
2  Cor.  x.  1 2.  "  But  they  measuring  themfelves  by  themfelves, 
"  and  comparing  themfelves  among  themfelves,  are  not  wife." 
God  hath  not  made  one  man  a  meafure  or  ftandard  to  another 
inan,  but  his  word  is  the  common  beam  or  fcale  to  try  all 
inen. 

v.  Thefe  men  are  as  fharp-fighted  to  note  other  mens  evil  as 
their  own  excellencies ;  to  eye  themifcarriagwof  others  with 
derifion,  and  their  own  performances  with,  admiration* 
t-  They  bleft  themfelves  when  they  behold  the  profane  in  their 
impieties,  Luke  xviiu  1 1.  *'  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as 
<<  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjuft,  adulterers,  or  even  as  this 
"publican;"  q.  rf.  O  what  a  feint  am  I  in  comparifon  of  thefe 
mifcreants !  the  PharifecVreKgion  y#u  fee  .runs  all  upon  nots  s 
a  negative  hoHnefe  is  enough  to  him  ;  and  the  meafure  he  takes 
of  it  is  by  coraparifon  of  himfelf  with  others  more  externally 
vile  than  himfelf.  A  Chriftian  may  fay  with  praife  and  humi* 
Kty*  "I  am  not  as  fome  men  are;  but  tbo*  he  knows  nqfhing 
**.  by  himfelf,  yet  i6  he  not  thereby  judaSed,"  1  Gor^iv.'4. 
JJe  neither  rakes  *ogether  the  enormities  of  the  viieft,  ostrthe 
infirmities  of  the  holieft,  to  juftify  and  applaud  himfelf  as 
tbefe  felf-deceivers  do.  And  thefe  are  the  caufes  and  occa- 
fions  of  that  general  deception,  under  which  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  profefling  world  bow  down  and  perift. 

."'  r  \.      S  E  CT.  IV,  .  . 

J.   T  N  the. la&plaes  Ifliafl  improve  this  point. varioafly,  .act. 
JL     cording  to  the  importance  and  ufefulncfs  of  it,  witJi 
as  much  brevity  and  clofenefs  of  application  as  I  can*  And| 


A  folemn  Warning  to  all  Prcfeprs*  ttj 

Vfe  i.  Shall  be  for  caution  to  profeflbrs  :  before  I  tell  you 
frhat  ufe  you  fhftuld  make  of  it,  I  muft  tell  you  what  ufe  you 
may  not  make  of  it. 

Firfti  Do  not  make  this  ufe  of  it ;  to  conclude  from  what 
hath  been  faid,  that  all  profeflbrs  are  but  a  pack  of  hypocrite*, 
and  that  there  is  no  truth  nor  integrity  in  any  man  :  this  is 
both  intolerable  arrogance,  to  afcend  the  throne  of  God j  and 

;  unparelleled  uncharitablenefs,  to  judge  the  hearts  of  all  men. 

i  _  Some  men  are  asapt  to  conclude  others  to  be  hypocrites,  by 
meafuring  their  hearts  by  their  own,  as  others  are  to  conclude 
themfelves  faints,  by  comparing  their  own  excellencies  with 
other  mens  corruptions:  but,  blefledbeGod!  there  is  fome 

•grain  amoogvthe  heap  of  chaff,  fome  true  diamonds  among  the 

•counterfeit  ftones :  the  devil  hath  not  the  whole  piece  ;  a  rem* 

.nant,  according  to  election,  belongs  really  to  the  Lord. 

*:   Secondly,  Do  not  make  this  ufe  of  it,  that  affurance  muft 

^needs  be  impoflible,  becaufe  fo  many  profeflbrs  are  found  to  be 
felf-deceivers. 

That  aifiirance  is  one  of  the  great  difficulties  in  religion, 
is  a  great  truth  j  but  that  it  is  therefore  unattainable  in  this 

:  world,  is  very  falfe.  Poptfh  do&rine  indeed  makes  it  impofli- 
ble ;  but  that  do&rine  is  pradically  confuted  in  the  comfort- 
able experience  of  many  fouls :  all  are  commanded  to  ftrive  for 

tit,  a  Pet.  i.  to,  "  Give  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and 
"  ek£Uon  fure :"  and  fome  have  the  happinefs  to  obtain  it, 
2  Tim.  i.  1 2.  "  For  I  know  whom  I  have  believed  $  and  I  am 
*<  perfiiaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  commit- 
f «  ted  unto  him  againft  that  day/9 

Let  the  fimilar  works  upon  hypocrites  refemble  as  much  as 

they  will  the faving  works  of  the  Spirit  upon  believers;  yet 

God  doth  always,  and  the  faints  do  fometimes  plainly  difcern 

the  difference. 

',  Thirdly,  Do  not  make  this  ufe  of  it,  to  conceal  or  hide  the 

.truths  or  graces  of  God,  or  refufe  to  profefs,  Or  cenfefs  them 
before  men,  becaufe  many  profeffofis  deceive  themfelves  and 

•  others  alfc/by  a  vain  profeffion  :  ^caufp^another  pfofeffeth 
what  he  hath  not,  muft  you  therefore  hide  or  deny  what  you 
have  I  It  is  true,  the  poffeffion  of  grace  and  truth  in  your  own 

•fouls,  is  that  which  faves  you ;  but  the  profeffion  apd  confef- 
fion  of  it,  is  that  which  honours  God,  and  edifies ;  yea,  fome- 
times is  the  inftrument  to  fave  others ;  it  is  your  comfort  that 

:you  feel  it,  it  is  others  comfort  to  know  that  you  Ao  fo.    Often- 

Nation  is  your  fin,  but  a  ferious  and- humble  profeffion  is  your 
duty,  Rom*  x.  9.  b       '*    . 


-Ill  *  jffolmn  Warning  to  atLPhftprsi 

S    E    C*T.      V.  , 

Ufe  2.  TT  Aving  (hewed  you  in  the  former  fedion  what  ti$t 
J[J[  you  ought  not  to  make  of  tiri&'do&rine,  1  will 
next  (hew  you  what  ufe  you  ought- to  make  of:  it;  andfurefy 
you  cannot  improve  this  point  to  a  better  purpofe  than  from  it 
to  take  warning,  and  look  to  ypurfelves,  that  you,  be  not  <rf 
that  number  who  deceive  themfelres  in  their  profeflion.  If  this 
be  fo,  fuffer  me  clofely  to  prefc  that  great  apoftolical  caution, 
I  Cor.  x.  12.  M  Let  him  that  thinks  he  (lands,  take  heed,  left 
"befall."  Oprofeflbrs!  look  carefully  to  your  foundation;; 
be  not  high-minded,  ,but  fear*  You  have,  it  may.  be,  done  and 
fbffered  many  things  in  and  lor  religion  ;  you  have  excellent 
gifts  and  fweet  comforts ;  a  warm  2eal  for  God,  and  high  con- 
fidence of  your  integrity :  All. this,  may  be  right  (for  ought  l9 
or,  it  may  be,  you  know ;)  but  yet  it  ia  pomhle.  it  may.  be 
fcifc  alfo :  You  have  fometime*  judged  yourfelves,  and  pro- 
nounced yourfelves  upright ;  but  remember  your  final  Sen- 
tence is  not  yet  pronounced  by  your  Judge;.  And  what  if  God 
,  weigh  you  over  again  in  his  more  equal  balance*  and  fhould 
fay,  Mem  Tektl,  thou  art  weighed  hi  the  balance  and,  ait 
found  wanting:  What  a  confounded  man  wilt  thou  be  under 
fuch  a  fentence  I  Quae  fpUnden*  in  confpefht  hominit,  fordett 
in  cmfpeflu  Judkis  :  Thing* that  are  highly  efteetned  of  men* 
are  an  abomination  in  the  fighti  of  God ;  he  feeth  nod:  as  man 
feeth*  r 

Thy  heart  may  be  falfe,  and  thou  not  know  it ;  yea* it  may 
be  falfe,  and  thou  ftrongiy  confident  of  its-  integrity* 

The  faints  may  approve  thee,  and  God  condemn  thee; 
Rev.  iii.  i.  M  Thou  haft  a  name  that  then  lived*  but  thou  ait 
"  dead."  Men  may  fay,  there  is  a  true  Nathaniel  j  and  God 
may  fay,  there  is  a  felf  cozening  Pharifee. 

Reader,  thou  haft?  heard  of  Judas  and  Demas*  of  Ananias 
and  Sapphira;  of  Hymeneus  and  Philctus;  once  renowned  and 
famous  profeftbrs,  and  thou  haft  heard  what  they  proved  at  lalt 

Take  heed  their  cafe  be  not  thine  own  ;.  do  they  not  all,  as 
it  were,  with  one  mouth  cry  to  thee,.  O  profeffcr!  if.  thou 
wilt  not  come  where  we  are>  do  not  cozen  thyfdf  as  we  did : 
if  thou  expe&eft  a  better  place  and  lot,  be  Aire  thou  get  a  fin* 
cerer  heart :  Had  we  been  more  felf-fufpicioua,  we  had  been  • 
moreiafe. 

I  would  not  fcare  you  with  needlefi  jealoufies,  but  I  would 
fain  prevent  fatal  miftakes*  Do  not  you  find  your  hearts 
deceitful  in  many  things  ?  Do  not  you  fhufik  over  fccret  far 


Jt'fJmn  Warning *' tv  att  PWfrffors.  i'2e) 

ties  }  D&  httt  you  ceiifare  the  lame  evils  io  others,  which  yoa 
fcaree  reprove  in  ydfcrfehtes  ?  Are  there  not  many  by-ends  la 
dtitids  ?  Do  not  you  find  you  arc  far  lefs  affe&ed  with  a  greit 
dt^l  of  fervice  and  honour  done  to  God  by  other*,  than  with  a 
Irtdebjryotirferves? 

is  it  not  hard  to  look  rtpbn  other  men's  excellencies  without 
4hty,  of  upon  ydur  own  without  pride  ? 

A*d  are;  yon  hot  troubled  with  a  bitty  devil,  a*  well  as  with 
a  bad  heart  i  Hath  not  he  that  circuits  the  whole  world,  ob- 
ftrved  yott }  H?th  be  hot  ftndied  your  conflitutiotr  fios,  and 
foodd  attt  fhrt  fin  which  rooft  eafily  befets  you  ?  Hath  he  left 
fcalite  agarait  your  fouls  thta  others  ?  Surety  yon  ate  in  thfe 
Very  thicket  of  temptations ;  thoufaads  of  fharei  are  round  a- 
bofut  jbfc  O  bow  difficultly  are  the  fightcou*  faved  J  How 
bard  to  be  Upright  I  How  few  even  of  the  profeffing  world 
wid  heaven  at  kflr  J 

O  therefore  Iftwdr  your  hearts,  profeflbrs,  and  let  this  cao- 
tfod  g&  down  to  yonr  very  reins ;  •<  Let  him  that  thinks  he 
•'  fcmds;  lake  heed  left  he  fell." 

Away  with  rafh  do  charitable  cenfures  of  6thers,  and  be  more 
jnft  aftd  fevere  in  cenfbring  yo&rlelves.  Away  with  dry  and 
unprofitable  controverfies,  and  fpend  your  thoughts  upon  thrs 
gredt  ^ueftton,  Am  I  ibtind,  or  am  I  rotten  it  heart  ?  Am  I  a 
new  creature,  or  rht  old  creature  ftiil  in  a  n£w  creature's  drefc 
tod  habit  t  Beg  the  Lor'd  that  yon  be  not  deceived  in  that 
great  point  (your  integrity)  whatever  yoti  (day  be  miftaken  in; 
Fray  that  yoto  be  not  given  np  to  an  heedlefs,  darelefs,  and  vain 
fpirir,,  and  then  have  religious  duties  for  a  ranle,  toflill  and 
qbiet  your  conftieates* 

•  Stirety  that  ground- work  can  never  be  tyld  too  fiire,  nporf 
Which  fo  great  a  flrefs  as  thy  font  and  eternity  oiuft  depend.  It 
will  Aot  repent  thee,  I  dart  prothife,  when  thou  comeit  to  die, 
that  thou  haft  employed  thy  time  and  ftrertgtb  to  this  end  t 
Wbillr  others  are  panting  after  the  dutt  of  the  earth,  and  fay- 
ing, Who  will  fliew  us  any  good  ?  be  tbou  panting  after  thfc 
aflurance  of  the  love  of  God,  -and  crying,  Who  will  (hew  in* 
how  to  make;  my  calling  and  election  fare  ? 

O  deceive  hot  yourfcltes  with  aaiires  abd  notions  I  Tki&k? 
not,  becatiffc  foil  are  for  a  flricler  way  of  worfhip,  or  becaufe 
you  affbdate  with,  and  »art  accordingly  denominated,  one  of 
tke  more  refdrmed  pr6feffors,  -  that  therefore  you  are  (afo 
eftongh  :  Alas  !  how  fatal!  an  intereA  haVe  titles,  modes,  and 
denominations  in  religion  f  Snppofc  a  carious  artift  take  ft 
Vol.  Vil.  R    , 


rj*  >  .  AJotmn  Warning  t*  alt  Profyfors. 
lump  of  lead  and  refine  it,  and  caft  it  into  the  mould,  vthme 
.  it  comes  forth  fliining,  and  bearing  fomc  noble  figure*  fuppofe 
of  an  eagle ;  yet  it  is  but  a  leaden  eagle*  Sappofe  the  nguce 
of  a  man,  and  that  in  the  'molt  exaft  lineaments  and  propor- 
tions ;  yet  (till  it  is  bnt  a  leaden  man  :  Nay,  let  it  bear  the  Br 
.  gure  of  an  angel,,  it  is  bnt  a  leaden  angel :  For  the  bafe  and  ig- 
noble matter  U  the  fame  it  was,  though  the  figure  be  doc 
Even  (o,  take  an  unregenerate  carnal  man,  let  his  life  be  re* 
formed,  and  his  tongue  refined,  and  call  him.  a  zealous  Con* 
formift,  or  a  drift  Non-ccmfonnift  -r  pill  him.  a  Presbyterian 
an  Independent,  or  what  you  will ;  he  is  all  the  white  bat  % 
carnal  Conformift,  or  Non-conformUl ;  an  unregencrate  Presby- 
terian, a  carnal  Independent ;  for  the  nature  is '(till  the  fame, 
though  the  ftamp  and  figure  his  ptofeiTton  gives  him  be  not  the 
feme. 

O  my  friends  r  believe  it,  fine,  names  and  brave  words  arc^f 
little  value  with  God  r  God  will  no  more  ipare  you  for  thde, 
.than  Samuel  did  Agag  for  his  delicate  ornaments,  and  fpruce ap- 
pearance :  Either  make  fure  the  root  of  the  matter*  or  the  leave* 
of  a  vain  profeffion  will  not  long  cover  you* 

To  be  deceived  by  another  is  bad  enough ;  but  to  deccfrft 
purfelves,  is, a  thoufand  times  worfe~ 

To  deceive  ourfelves  in  truths  of  the  fuperftfuftuxe,  is  bad; 
and  they  that  do  (o,  (hall  fuf&T  lofs,  r  Cor.  ill*  12.  Bat  to 
deceive  ourfelves  in  the  foundation,  is  a  deiperate  deceit,  and 
ijiip wrecks  all  our  hopes  and  happinefe  at  once* 

If  any  man  lofe  his  money  by  a  cheat,  k  troubles  him  ;,  bnt 
to  lofe  his  foul  by  axbqat,  will  confoand*  hiim  If  a  man  lofe 
an  eye,  an  ear,  a  hand,  a  foot,  yet  omnia,  Dtiu  dedit  dvptkia* 
tts  Chryfoftome  fpeaks  \.  God  hath  given  thefe  members  doable,, 
fo  that  there  is  another  left ;  animam  veto  unam*  But  the  fool 
is  one,  and  only  one  $  and  if  that  be  damned,  yon  have  not 
another  to  be  faved. 

O  therefore  be  reftlcfs  till  it  be,  and  till  you  know  it  be,  oot 
of  eternal  danger  I 

SE  C  T.    VI.  ^ 

Vfe  3.  TN  conclufion :  If  fo  many  profeflbrs  of  religion  be 
-*-  cheated  in  their  profeffion,  let  all  that  are  well  feds- 
fied  and  allured  of  their  integrity,  blefs  the  Lord  whilft  they 
live  tor  that  mercy.  O  it  is  a  mercy  that  no  onfauclified  fcul 
can  have  :  yea,  and  it  is  a  mercy  that  many  gradoo*  fools  can* 
Apt  obtain,  though  they  ieck  it  with  tears,  and  would  part  qritb 
all  the  pleafaut  things  they  have  in:  the  wodd  to  enjoy  it. 


<the  invaluable  Wtrih  of  faving  Grate.  i^t 

'This  is  that  mercy  that  give* (oris  the  higheft  pleafure  this 
%orld  is  acquainted  with,  or  the  ftate  of  this  mortality  can 
tear ;  for  let  the  well-aflured  foul  but  confider  what  k  is  aflur- 
ed  of,  Chrift,  with  the  purchafes  of  his  blood.  O  what  is  this!, 
"  I  am  my  beloved's,  and  my  beloved  is  mine,"  Cant,  fi.  16. 
What  a  vital,  ravifhing,  over- powering  efficacy  is  in  that  voice. 
of  faith  1  let  it  but  look  back  a  few  years,  and  compare  what 
it  was  with  what  it  is  now ;  It  wasafar  off,  it  Is  now  made  nigh,. 
Eph.  ii.  12,  13.  It  was  not  beloved,  but  is  now  beloved,  Rom. 
is.  25,  26.  It  had  not  obtained  mercy,  but  now  hath  obtained 
mercy,  1  Pet'  ii.  10.  Or  let  the  affiired  foul  look  forward,  and 
compare  what  it  now  is,  and  hath,  with  what  h  ihortly  (hall 
be  made,  and  put  in  pofleflion  of :  "  Beloved,  f  faith  the  a- 
**  pottle)  now  are  we  the  fons  of  God ;  but  it  doth  not  yet 
*'  appear  what  we  (hall  be :  But  we  know  that  when  he  (hall 
"  appear,  we  fiiall  be  like  Mm,  for  we  (hall  ice  him  as  he  is," 
1  John  Hi.  2. 

1  fay,  let  the  affared  foel  bat  fteep its  thoughts,  by  meditation, 
hi  thefe  fubjeftf,  and  it  win  be  impoffible  to  keep  him  from 
the  moft  agreeable  tranfports  of  joy  and  delight. 

O  what  a  life  have  you  in  companion  of  other  men  ?  Some 
have  twofceSk,  one  prefent,  another  coming;  you  have  two 
heavens,  one  in  hand,  the  other  la  hope.  Some  of  your  own 
brethren  in  Chrift,  that  have  been,  it  may  be,  man;  years  pant- 
ing after  dflurance,  are  ftill  denied  it ;  but  God  bith*  indulged 
lo  peculiar  a  favour  to  you.  Blefe  ye  the  Lord,  and  make  his 
praife  glorious* 


C    H    A    P,      Ut. 
Containing  the  ufe  and  improvement  <f 

d  o  e  t.  n. 

That  true  grace  is  exceeding  precious,  and  greatly  enricheth 
the  foul  that  hath  it :  It  is  Chrifi's  gold. 

'    SECT,    i 

TH  E  Lord  Jefus  here  cbufeth  the  moft  pure,  precious, 
refpleodent,  durable,  and  valuable  thing,  in  all  the  trea- 
furks  and  magazines  of  nature,  to  fhadow  forth  laving  grace, 
which  is  infinitely  more  excellent :   Certainly  that  muft  be  th« 


*32  T&*  invahihlle  fPortb  ^f  Jkvivg  Gr$pi% 

belt  thing,  which  the  heft  things  io  nature  can  but  imperWWy 
(hadow  forth.  What  was  the  golden  oil  eipptied  through  thV 
fwo  golden  pipes,  Zcch.  17.  1 1.  bat  the  precious  graces  of  Qp^ 
.flowing  through  Chrift,  into  all  his  members  :  Gol4  »*.  prech 
ous ;  but  one  drachm  of  faving  grace  is  more  precioqs  t^n  all 
the  gold  of  Ophjr :  "  It  cannot  be  gotten  for  gold,  peitV*  *WI 
4i  filver  be  weighed  for  a  price  thereof/*  Job  uviiU  15.-  JSu/C- 
ly  gold  and  Giver,  fapphires,  diamonds,  and  r.pcties,  ar<?  ftp* 
worth  t|ie  mentioning,  \yhen  fevipg  grace  is  on$e  me^oqed* 
Tor  confidcr  it, 

1.  firft,  In  its  caufe  and  fountain  frqm  whence  it  flows,  aa4 
jou  (hall  find  it  to  be  the  fruit  of  t|ie  Spirit,  Gal.  Y.  2*.  who, 
vpon  that  account,  is  palled  the  Spirit  of  gfGce%  Heb.  at.  29, 
Jt  derives  its  original  from  the  Moft  High';  it  is  fpirit  born  of 
Spirit  John  iii.  6  Ml  the  rules  of  morality,  a|I  hurn^n  djfo 
gence  and  induftry  can  never  produce  ope  gracious  habit  or  aft 
alone  ;  2  Cor.  Hi.  5.  <l  Not  that  we  are  fufficientof  oniielvcs," 

Nay,  we  (peak  pot  becoming  jhe  incomparable  .worth  of  grace,- 
■when  we  (ay,  it  is  the  fruit  ap^  forth  of  the  Spirit ;  for  *b  W 
common  gifts  alia  Thpre  are  fevcral  emanation^  from xbi$  (qnt 
divers  dreams  from  this  fountain  ;  but  of  all  bisqperatiq{is.anf4 
produ&ions,  this  of  (avipg  grace  is  the  cpoA  ppWe  and  excel- 
lent, Gifts  are  front  the  Spirit  as  well  p  grace,  but  gfa<*e  & 
jmorc  excellent  |han  the  heft  gifts,  i.Cor.'.gii  3!.  "  C<i*et.ea.r- 
•*  neftly  the  beft  gifts,  and  yet  (hew  Lunto  yop  a  mpfcexqei-. 
«'•  lent  way."  Hence  you  read  in  Phil  i.  16.  "  Of  things  tbtt 
*'  are  excellent,"  or  as  the  original,  r«  A*4>tf4>+«>  might  be  renV 
dered,  things  that  differ,  namely,  in.retpe&of  excellency,  not 
$s  good  and  evil,  but  as  lefs  good  and  mure  good  differ.  Gifts 
Jiave  their  value  and  precioufoefs/  bur  the  beft  gifts  differ  as 
much  from  grace,  3*  htats  frpm.  gold,  {hpngh  iia(h  be  generated 
by  the  influence  of  the  fan>e  fun.    Qifts  (as  one  faith),  are  dead 

S races    but  graces  are  living  gift* ;  it  is  the  raoft  excellent  pro- 
uttion  of  the  higheft  and  moft  excellent  caufe. 

2.  Secondly,  Confider  it  in  its  nature,  and  you  will  find  it 
divine,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  *'  Partakers  of  the  divjne  natpre,M  vts.  in 
our  fanclification ;  not  that  it  gives  us  the  properties  of  the 
divine  nature,  they  are  incommunicable ;  but  the  fimiHtude  and 
refemblaacc  of  it  h  flatajped  upon  our'  fouls^  in  the  wort  of 
^tace,  ...  :     ^ 

f  "  The  new. man  is  renewed  'm  kn*wledgc>after  the  imaged 
*{  him.  that  .created .fa;'  Col  iii.  10.  .  The  fchooUnen,  mA 
ferns  of  the  fathers/  pjace  thi%  image  or  resemblance  of  Qo<^ 
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to  gie  n^qr^l  faculties  of  the  foal,  W*.  the  underftandiug, 
memory,  and  will ;  which  is  an  pmbrag*  or  a  tripity  jn  unity ; 
bat  it  r^tber  cool/fts  ip  the  renovation  qt  the  faculties  by  grace ; 
for  in  this  we  tear  the  divine  image  upon  our  ibuls,,  and  that 
img*  **  refegablaJW  of  God  19  holUiefc  is  the  tanty  and  ho- 
pour  of  oqr  fouU. 

It  is  rtieir  b?apty  :  ««  How  fair,  and  how  pleaiapt  ar.t  ,tho«, 
««  O  lpve,  for  flights  !"  faith  thrift  of  his  people,  Qm.t.  vit. 
6.  *tetm*al  beauty  cpnfifts  in  the  fymmrtry  and  comely  pro* 
portion  of  paf  ts  ea<$  with  the  other  ;  fpiri(Luai  begpjy  in  the 
harmony  or  agrceablenefs  of  our  fouls  to  God:  and  as  it  is  our 
Cfejefeft  beauty,  fp  .^ertaiflly  it  is  opr  higheft  honour  5  for  it 
givqs  ps  aqcefs  pgto  Qqd,  who  is  the  fopotaio  of  honour  and 
glory ;  and  this  makes  the  righteous,  more  excellent  than  hi* 
WgWwin  k*  M*  Psigbbopr  be  W.hat  tie/will,  though  the 
blood  of  n^les  rpo  in  his  ni^s,  the  righteous  is  more  ejceU 
lept  than  he,  except  Ikying  grag?  be  alio  diffufed  imo  hi*  Joul.  < 

3.  7birdly%  Confider  it  in  its  recipient  fubjefr,  and  yon  witf 
fipd  its^alup  14411  to  iocrga/e ;  fpr  the  precious  oil  of  fe?iog- 
graQc.is  per^r  poured  into  any  other  than  an  ek&  veffcl. 

f Jeppe  faith,  one  branch  of  fao&ification,  is,  with  refpe&  tm 
$tsfiibje#,  ftikd  Thff&ith  of God's  *te$>  Tit.  L  1.  Whofoever 
find?  true  grace  in  his  foul,  may  (during  the  evidence  thereof) 
fcorja  it  ftrongly  condnde  his  election,  looking  backward,  and 
his  filiation,  looking  forward,  Rom.  viii,  30.  It  marks  and 
S&\$  the  perfon  ia  whom  it  is,  for  glory,  «•  God  hath  fet  apart 
4€  him  jhstf;ia;  godly  for  himfe)f/'  Pfal.  iv.  3. 

4.:fpyrtbfyt>Viw  the  prpfious  worth,  of  grace  in  its  excel* 
lent  ^c>9  Wliqfluences  *»poa  the  foul  in  which  it  inheres. 

(r>)  It;  adorns  with  ipcomparabJe  arnafl*ep*$,  which  are  of 
great, price  in  the  fight  of  Qod,  1  Pet.  Hi.  4.  Xea,  it  reflect 
fuch  beams  of  glory  in  the  foul  where  its  feat  is,  that  Chrift 
httfcfcifv  the  author,  is  alfo  the  admirer  of  it ;  Cant.  ivf  o. 
♦«  Tho»  baft  -ravifhed  my  hearty  my  fitter,  ray  fpoufe !  thou 
'•*  haft  raviftujd  my  heart  "with  one  of  thiae  eyes,,  with  one  of 
*'  the  chaipspf  thy  peck !"  and  as  one  overcome  with  its  ex* 
celling  Jbea.pt y,  he  faith,  **  Turn  away  thine  eyes  from  me,  for 
. M#  tbey  hw  overcome  toe,*'  Cape,  vi.  5. 

(2.)  It.  elevates  apd  eaobles  a  roan's  fpirit  beyond  all  other 
principles  in  man^  it  fets  the  heart  and  aflft&lons  upon  heaven, 
ajnd  takes  them  up  with  the  glory  of  the  ipvifible  world,  Phil. 
iii.  ?o.  M  Bpt  our  copverfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence  we 
«f  look  for; th^  Saviour  "  Wbilft  others  are.  trading  for  corn  and 
WUt?>kfer  fltftp  aad  &&*>  foi:  fitters  mi  trifles,  the  gratio" 
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foal  it  trading  with  God  for  pardon  and  peace,  for  rightcoat 
\  '  mdU  aod  life,  for  glory  and  immortality :  "  Truly  cmr  fellow- 
t  u  Ihip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift," 

John  i.  3, 

(3.)  It  doth  not  only  raife  the  fpirit  by  converting  with  God, 

-<  sod  things  above,  hot  transforms  the  foul,  by  that  cwverfe, 

1  into  the  ttkenefs  of  thoTe heaveply  objefts  it  couvcrleth  with; 

"  It  changes  them  into  the  fame  image;1*  a  Cor.  Hi.  if.    So 

.  that  though  the  fanftified  man  ftill  remains  the  tvfo  he  vrasy  yet 

pot  the  what  he  wo*  before ;   the  very  temper  of  his  fpirit  is 

altered. 

(4.)  It  doth  not  only  transform  the  fori  in  which  it  is,  bat 
ftrefervesthe  TabjeA  in  which  it  is:  it  is  a  lingular  preferrative 
from  fin ;  fo  that  thoogh  fin  be  in  them  ft  HI,  and  works  in 
them  ftill,  yet  it  cannot  prevail  in  them  -ftill  to  fulfil  the  lofts 
of  it,  as  it  was  wont  to  do,  Gal.v  17.  Sin  conceives,  tat 
cannot  bring  forth  fruk  unto  death ;  this  gives  a  mi&arrying 
womb. 

*  (5  )  It  doth  not  only  preferve  it  from  "fin,  bat  grace  cftablHh- 
eth  the  font,  in  whom  it  is,  far  beyond  any  other  arguments 
without,  or  any  other  principles  within  a  man.  "  It  is  a  good 
4€  thing  that  She  heart  be  eftabliftied  with  grace,"  Hcb.  fciii,  9. 
This  is  that  which  the  apoftle  calls  our  own  ftedfaftnefs,  or  that 
ballaft  we  have  within  ourfelves ;  which  keeps  as  right  and 
liable.    O  the  excellency  of  grace  t 

>  <6  )  To  conclude ;  it  is  the  root  of  all  that  predous  frnft 
which  we  bring  forth  to  God  in  this  world :  it  is  the  root  of 
every  gracious  word  in  our  lips,  and  of  every  gracious  work  in 
our  hands :  be  the  matter  of  our  gracious  thoughts  never  fo 
4kcellent,  the  matter  of  our  heavenly  difcourfes  and  prayers 
never  fo  fweet,  ftill  gractj  is  the  root  of  the  matter,  Job  xix. 
1    lit.    O  then  what  a  precious  thing  is  grate ! 

5.  Fifthly,  View  it  ta  its  properties,  and  yon  will  (boner  olt 
Cover  its  trarifcendent  excellencies :  the  richeft  epithets  arc  no 
hyperboles  here ;  we  leak  not  beyond  the  value  of  it,  when  we 
call  it  fupernatural  grace,  for  fo  it  is :  it  comes  down  from 
above,  from  the  Father  of  lights,  Jam.  i.  7.  ^  Natnre  can  ne- 
ver be  improved  to  that  height,  bow  much  fbever  its  admirers 
boaft  of  it :  nor  do  we  ft  rain  too  high,  when  we  call  it  immor- 
tal grace;  for  fo  hath  God  trtade  it.  This  is  that  water  which 
fptrings  up  in  the  fancYified  font  unto  eternal  fife,  John  iv.  14* 
it  will  not  die  when  thou  dieft,  but  afcend  with  the  foul  from 
which  it  is  infepartble,  and  be  received  up  with  it  into  glory,' 
&om.  mU  10,    Yon  may  outlive  your  friends ;  yon  may  out- 
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live  yoor  eftates ;   you  may  outlive  your  gtfta ;   bat  yoa  can* 

.  fiat  outlive  your  grace*. 

Shall  1  fay  it  is  the  molt  fweet  and  comfortable  thing  that  ever 
.  the  fool  was  acquainted  with  in  this  world,  next  Jefus  Chrift, 

the  author  and  fountain  of  it.  Sure,  if  folfpeak,  1  have  as 
i  many  witnefles  to  atteft  it,  as  there  be  gracious  foals  in  the 
I    world  :.  nothing  is  more  comfortable  than  grace,  except  Chrift;, 

arid  yet  withoot  grace  no  foal  can  feel  the  comforts  of  Chrift, 

io  the  troubles  of  Ufe>  or  in  ihe  fitaits  of  death.  This  is  a  ipring: 

of  comfort ! 

6.  Sixthly,  Gonfider  it  in  its  defign  and  fcope ;  and  yon  will 
ftill  diicern  more  and  more  of  its  precipes  excellency ;  for  what 
is  the  aim  and  end  of  God  in  the  infofions  and  improvements  of 
grace,  but  to  attemper  and  mould  oar  Spirits  by  it,  into  a 
meetnefs  and  fitnek  for  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf  in  the  world 
to  come?     Col.  s.  ia.  "  Giving  thanks  to  the  Father,  who 

•  ."  hath  made  as  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
"  faints  in  light."  Compare  this  with  2  Cor.  v.  5.  "  Now  he 
"  that  bath  wrought  as  for  the  felf-kme  thing  is  God." 
:  O  blefled  defiga  1  how  prcdoas  mad  that  work  be,  which  h 
wrought  for  fo  high  and  glorious  a  porpofe  as  this  is  ?  No  wbrk 
more  excellent,  noend  more  nobfe. 

7.  Seventhly,  Confider  the  means  and  inftroment9,  both  prin- 
cipal and  lubordinate,  employed  in  this  work :  many  blefled 
instruments  are  fet  on  work,  to  beget,  conferve,  and  improte  ie 
jo  oar  fouls ;  and  thefe  all  fpeak  the  precious  worth  of  it*  No 
wife  man  will  dig  for  a  bafe  and  worthlefs  metal  with  golden 

i    mattocks.    The  blood  of  Chrift  was  ihed  to  procure  it,  Hebe 

xiiu  12. 

The  Spirit  of  God  it  fent  forth  to  form  and  create  k;  foe 

}t  is  his  own  workmanship,  Epbef.  ii.  10.  his  fruit,  Gal.  v.  %i„ 
The  ordinances  and  officers  of  the  gofpel  were  at  firft  inftK 
;    toted,  and  ever  fiucc  continued  in  the  church,  for  this  work's 

Jake,  John  xvii  1 7.  and  £ph.  iv.  12.  It  is  the  fruit  of  Chrift'* 
'    blood  ;   yea,  and  h  hath  coft  the  fweat  and  blood  of  the  dif^ 

penlersof  the  gofpel  too. 

Nay,  all  the  works  of  providence  look  this  way,  and  aim  at 

this  thing,  Ronn  viii.  28.  What  is  the  errand  of  all  God's  rods, 
;  but  to  make  us  partaker*  of  his  holinefs  I  Heb*xii.  10. 
-  8»  Eighthly,  The  high  value  that  the  moft  high  God  fets  up* 
{  on  grace,  (hews  it  to  be  an  excellent  thing  indeed  :  "  It  is  o£ 
f  **  great  price  in  his  fight,"  t.Pet.  iii.  4.  no  fervice  finds  accrp- 
\.  ration  with  God,  but  what  is  performed  by  grace:  None  bat 
■   4aOifiedveffelsafeaieetioj;thcnWtc^ttie.  "  Tbe  ca<t*E  tht. 

i-  , 

1 
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"  cotOtoandmeat  is  charity  out  of  a  pure  hetirl;"  t  TfH;  I  f. 

The  weakeft  performances  of  grace  find  acceptance  wiA 
htm,  though  clogged  with  Aariy  fiftftrt  Weakoefles  and  idfinni- 
tiei,  Heb.  xi  31,  32.     If  God  fo  pftte  it,  welt  ifta?  we :  He 
•     that  made  the  jewel,  beft  anderftands  the  vatae  of  if. 

i  9.  Ninthly,  The  hypocritical  pretences  made  to  it  ill  over 
the  profeffing  world,  (hew  what  a  matt  prcdoas  and  defireAfe 
thing  it  is  :  If  there  were  not  fotfie  Angular  glory  Ifa  it,  win 
doth  every  one  co*et  to' be  repnted  gracious  ?  Play,  the  dcnl 
him  (elf  baits  many  of  his  hooks  of  temptation  with  a  (hew  of 
gracs ;  for  he  kddwsr  fin  ha  tit  no  ftative  beauty  of  its  ovrtk  to 
entice,  and  therefore  he  borrows  the  paint  ahd  pretence  of  hd* 
Imefs  to  cover  it :  but,  oh  !  what  a  dilemma  will  the  hypocrite 
be  pofed  with  at  laft  ?  Add  ho*  caft  he  anfwer  it  when  God 
fluli  demand  f 

If  grace  were  evil,  vfrhy  didft  thoti  affett  the  ttatne  and  repu- 
tation of  it  i  And  if  it  were  good,  wftjr  didft  ehoti  fatisfy  thy- 
felf  with  the  empty  name  and  fhadoW  of  it  only  ? 

10.  Tenthly,  To  conclude:  the  incomparable*  efteem  that 
til  good  men  have  for  it,  (heWs  it  to  be  a  thing  of  intftiffi&le 
pride, 

Grace  is  the  fum  of  all  their  prayers,  the  fcdpe  of  all  their 
endeavours,  the  tfeatter  of  their  fch\ef  joy,  the  reward  of  their 
afflictions  afed:  fiifferings;:  their  chief joys  arid  (brroW*,  hopes 
and  fears  id  this  world,  arc  taketl  up  about  it.  By  ail  which  it 
r  appears  that  its  price  is  above  rfibles ;  iud  ill  the  gold  and  01* 
vef  in  the  world  are  btit  ddng  abd  droft  in  cotfiparifon  with  it. 

(    '  SEC    T.       It. 

f^Ohtaining  fix  prafticat  inferences  froni  this  prttions  truth.  ' 
\*  Infer.  1.  Is  faving  grace  rhore  precious  than  goW  >  Ut 
them  that  have  it,  btefs  God  fot  it,  and  not  haft.  Mens 
hearts  are  as  apt  to  puff  up  ind  (well  with  fplritbal,  as  With  ma- 
terial gold  i  It  16  hard  to  be  an  owner  of.  rhtich  of  this  gold, 
and  not  be  lifted  top  with  it.  To  keep  ddWft  thy  heart,  aria 
preferve  thine  eyes  from  t>eing  dazzled  with  thefe  thy  glorious 
excellencies,  it  will  be  needful  for  thee,  Chrrftiau,  fometitftes 
to  confider, 

That  afthough  grace  be  one  of  the  morf  eacellefct  things  thaf 
ever  God  created,  yet  it  is  hut  a  creature,  a  dependent  thing, 
i  Cor.  v.  1 7. 

Yea,  it  is*  nqt  only  a  creature,  but  a  very  imperfect  creature 
yet  in  thy  fonl,  labouring  under  many  weakness,  Phil.  i&  ti. 
and  fometimes  ready  to  die,  Rev.  iit.  t. 
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Though  it  caa  do  many  things  for  yon,  yet  k  caopftt  jnftlfy 
you  before  God :  You  caooot  make  a  garment  of  it  to  cove/ 
your  guilt,  nor  plead  the  dignity  of  it  at  God's  bar  for  your 
difebarge :  It  is  not  your  inherent,  but  Cbrift*s  imputed  right** 
Qalocfs  muft  do  that  for  you,  though  in  other  refpefts  it  be 
very  aecc&ry. 

Nay,  remember  how  excellent  foever  it  be,  it  is  not  the  na- 
tive growth  and  product  of  your  hearts \  all  the  grace  you  have 
is  foreign  to  your  natures ;  and  what  yon  have  is  received, 
.  1  Cor.  iv.  7. 

And,  laftly,  remember  be  that  is  moft  proud  and  conceited  of 
his  own  graces  will  be  fonnd  ta  be  the  owner  of  leaft  grace* 
and  hath  moft  caufe  to  queftion  whether  he  hath  any  or  no.  It 
{a  the  nature  of  grace  to  bumble,  abate,  and  empty  the  fonl ; 
And  it  is  the  ftreogth  of  oar  corruptions  which  thus  puffs  us  op 
with  vaia  conceits. 

Infer.  a.  Is  faving  grace  TDfxt  excellent  than  gold  \  IVhot 
<c**fe  then  have  the  poorefi  Cbrifiiam  to  be  wsUJatuJied  vrith  their 
btf  To  others  God  hath  given  Hbmael's  portion,  the  farads 
of  the  earth ;  to  yon  I&ac's,  the  graced  of  the  covenant:  Their 
portion  is  paid  in  brafs,  yours  in  gold.  Many  of  you  are  poor 
in  the  world,  but  "  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom 
"  which  God  hath  promifed,"  Jam.  ii.  5.  What  is  the  duft 
of  the  earth  to  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  i  You  are  troubled  that 
you  have  no  more  of  the  world :  It  may  be  if  yon  had  more 
gold,  yon  would  have  left  grace.  You  confide?  not  bow  many 
ore  poor  and  wretched  in  both  worlds,  moneyless  and  Chiifllefc 
too :  You  do  not  confider  yon  are  near  come  to  that  f^9tet  in 
which  all  yonr  wants  will  be  fully  fupplicd ;  where  you  (ball  out 
need  the  ireafores  of  the  earth,  and  have  your  defire*  fiuisfadl 
pot  of  the  treafurea  of  grace  and  glory. 

Infer.  3.  Is  faviag  grace  gold  ?  yea,  infinitely  more  precieus 
than  gold  i  Then  furely  declining  Cbrifiians  are  great  hfers^ 
emAHve  cauje  to  ie  greet  mourners.  The  rcmjffioupf  the 
leaft  degree  of  grace,  b  more  to  be  lamented  than  the  lofc  of 
the  greateft  ftim  #f  gold. 

Though  the  habits  of  grace  be  not  loft,  yet  Ac  afts  of  grace 
may  be  fufpended,  *  Sam.  xii.  31.  The  degrees  of  grace  may 
be  remitted,  Re?,  m.  3.  .  The  evidences  ef  grace  may  be  cloud- 
ed, and  coufequeatly  fbe  comforts  of  grace  may  be  fufpended* 
Ife.  1, 10.  and  the  leaft  of  theiels  fuch  a  lofs,  as  ail  the  treafurea 
of  the  earth  cannot  repair .  Well  therefore  may  declined  Chri* 
Vql.VH.  S 
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Itia&s  Challenge  the  fit  ft  place  among  all  the  mourners  in  the 
world. 

Infer.  4.  Is  grace  fo  invaluably  prectdns  ?  How  precious 
then  ought  the  ordinances  rf  God  to  be  to  our  foals ',  by  tvhicb 
grace  is  firft  communicated,  and  afterwards  improved  in  our 
fouls!  "  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better  unto  me  than  thou- 
•  ••  foods  of  gold  and  filver/*  Pfal.  cxix.  72.  and  good  reafon, 
IfrhiMl  it  Imparts  and  Improves  that  to  which  gold  and  filver  ait 
but  drofs  and  dung. 

None  but  thefe  that  value  not  grace,  will  ever  flight  "the 
means,  or  defpife  and  injure  the  inftruments  thereof.  It  is  a 
fad  fign  of  a  gracelefs  world,  when  thefe  precious  things  faH 
under  Contempts  and  flights. 

infer.  $.  If  grace  be  fo  precious,  how  watchful  fbould  all  gra- 
cious perfons  be  in  the  days  of  temptation !  The  dtfign  of  temp- 
tation is  to  rob  you  of  your  treafure :  When  cut-pur fes  get 
into  the  crotod^  weufe  to  fay,  Friends;  look  to  "your  puries. 
How  many  brave  Chriftians  have  we  read  and  heard  of,  that 
have  rather  cholen  to  part  with  their  lives,  than  with  their 
graces,  who  have  "  refitted  unto  blood,  ftriving  againit  fin  V 
Heb.  xii.  4. 

O,  Chriftians  \  you  live  in  a  cheating  age?  many  feeming 
Chriftians  haVe  loft  all,  and  many  real  Chriftians  have  loft  much; 
lb  much,  that  they  are  like  to  fee  but  little  comfort  in  this  world; 
who  are  like  to  go  mourning  to  the  grave  with  that  lamenta- 
tion, job  xxik.  2,  3.  *  O  that  it  were  with  me  as  k*  times 
"paftr 

Infer.  6.  To  conclude  :  Is  there  fuch  preclotrs  worth  in  fa* 
Ing  grace  ?  Then  btejs  God  for,  and  diligently  ufe  all  means  to 
imreafe  and  improve  it  in  your  fouls.  It  is  gold  for  preciou£ 
nefs,  and  for  ufefulnefs,  and  muft  not  be  laid  up  in  a  napkin: 
That  is  a  fin  condemned  by  the  very  fcope  of  that  parable, 
Matth.  xxv.  14,  15. 

All  Chriftians  indeed1  have  not  the  fame  advantages  of  im- 
provement ;  but  alt  muft  improve  it  according  to  the  advanta- 
ges they  have,  in  order  to  an  account.  Reierved  Chriftians,  who 
five  too  abftra&ed  from  the  fociety  and  communion  of  other*, 
and  difperfe  not  their  ftrfeams  abroad  to  the  benefit  of  others; 
nor  improve  the  graces  of  others  ,for  their  own  benefit,  are 
wanting  both  fo  their  own  duty  and  comfort.  See  you  a  man 
rich  in  grace,  O  trade  with  him  if  you  can,  to  improve  your 
(elves  by  him ;  .and  the  rather,  becaufe  you  .know  not  how  fooa 
death  may  (hatch  him  from  (you,  and  with  him  all  his  flock  of 
grace  is  goac  hum  you  too,  except  what  you  made  your  own 
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vbSft  you  converted  with  him  :  But,  alas  I  alas  i  inflead  of 
holy,  profitable,  foul-improving  communion,  fome  are  fallen ly 
referred  ;  fome  are  negligent  and  laz^;  fom^  are  litigious  and 
wrangling;  more  apt  to  draw  forth  the  drofs,  than  the  gold; 
I  mean  the  corruptions,  than  graces  of  others.  And  how  few 
there  be  that  drive  a  profitable  trade  for  increafe  of  grace,  is  fad 
toconfider*  \ 

Aqtd  as  grace  is  not  improved  by  communion  with  men,  Co  I 
donbt  mod  Chriftians  thrive  but  little  in  their  communion  with 
God;  We  are  too  feldom in  oar  clafets,  too  tittle  upon  our 
knees;  and  when  we  are  there,  we  gain  but  little ;  we  come 
not  off  liich  gainers  by  duty  as  we  aught,  O  Chriftians!  think 
when  you  are  hearing  and  praying,  I  art  cow  trading  with  hea- 
ven for  that  which  is  infinitely  better  than  gold.  Qod  is  rich 
to  all  that  call  upon  him :  What  a  treaferc  may  I  get  this  hour, 
if  the  fault  be  not  in  mine  own  heart*  And  thus  of  the  fe- 
-cond  obfervatioo. 


C    H     A    P.      IV. 

Wherein  the  third  doftrine,  being  the  main  fubjett  of  this  trea* 
tife,  is  opened,  and  f  he  method  of  the  whole  dt/cour/e  Jlated. 


DOCT.    I, 

That  only  is  to  be  accounted  true  grace ;  which  is  able  to  endure 
all  thofe  trials  appointed  or  permitted  for  the  difcovery 
/if  it  , 


SECT    1/  ' 

TH  E  moft  wife  God  hath  feen  it  fit  to  let  all  his  people 
in  a  ftate  of  trial  in  this  world.  Firft,  he  tries,  and 
then  he  crowns  thfem  ;  James  i,  12.  u  BlelTed  is  the  man  that 
*•  endurtth  temptation,  *«£«<r^«»,  * .  e.  ^probation  or  trial] ; 
4t  for  when  he  is  tried,  he  fhall  receive  the  crown  of  fife,"  6r. 

No  man  can  fay  what  he  is ;  whether  his  graces  be  true  or 
falfe,  till  they  be  tried  afJd*~examraed  by  thofe  things  which  are 
to  them  as  fire  is  to  gold.  Thefe  felf-deceivers  in  the  text 
thought  they  had  grace ;  yea,  they  thought  they  had  been  rich 
in  grace;  but  it  proved  no  better  than  drofs:  And  therefore 
Chrift  here  Counfels  them  to  buy  of  him  gold  tried  in  the  fire ; 
4.  e.  true  grace  indeed,  which  apjears^to  be  fo  upon  the  various 
proofs  and  examinations  of  its  fincerity,  which  are  to  be  made 
T  S  a 
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in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  great  folemn  trial  it  matt  < 

to  ia  the  world  to  come. 

The  (capture  fpeaks  of  a  twofold  trial,  viz. 
r  Opinions, 
A  trial  of  mens     5     and 
(^Graces. 

i.  Firft,  The  opinions  and  judgments  of  pen  are  tried  is  by 
fire ;  in  which  fcnfe  we  are  to  onderAand  that  place,  i  Gor.  Si, 
12,  13.  "  Now  if  any  man  build  opoe  this  foundation,  gold, 
fl  fihter,  precious  ftoucs,  wood,  hay,  Gobble,  every  matfr 
"  work  (hall  be  made  manifeft ;  for  the  day  ftaH  declare  it, 
••  beeaefe  it  (hall  be  revealed  by  fire,  mod  the  fire  (haU  try  eve- 
*•  ry  man's  work,  of  what  fort  it  it." 

This  text  (peaks  of  fuch  perfonsas  hold  the  foundation  of 
Chriftiaofty,  but  yet  fnperflruded  fnch  doftrines  and  practices, 
ns  were  no  more  able  to  endure  the  trial,  than  hay,  wood,  or 
Apbble,  can  endure  the  fire  +.  Snch  a  perfon  hereby  brings 
bimfelf  to  danger ;  and  though  the  apoftle  will  not  deny  the 
paffitriiity,  yet  he  affefts  the  difficulty  of  his  falvation  ;  "He 
4t  (hail  be  laved,  yet  fc  as  by  fire  f  ;"  *•  e.  as  a  man  is  (aved  by 
leaping  oat  of  his  houfe  at  midnight,  when  it  is  all  on  fire/  a« 
bout  his  ears ;  for  fo  that  phrafe  imports,  Amos  iv.  11.  and 

^ode  23.  Glad  toefcape  naked,  and  with  the  lofs  of  his  goods; 
letting  God  he  hath  his  life  for  a  prey ;  As  little  regard  (hall 
fuch  have  to  their  erroneous  notions  and  uofcriptural  opinioos 
»t  laft. 

2.  Secondly,  The  graces  of  men  are  brought  to  the'  left,  as 
well  as  their  opinions.  Trial  will  be  made  df  their  hearts,  as 
well  as  their  heads  ;  and  upon  this  trial  the  everlafting  fafety 
and  happinefs  of  the  perfon  depends.  If  a  man's  opinions  be 
fome  of  them  found  hay  or  ftubble,  yet  fo  long  as  he  holds  toe 
head,  and  is  right  in  the  foundation,  he  may  be  (aved ;  but  if 
a  man's  fuppofed  graces  be  found  fo,  all  the  world  cannot  (are 
him  :  There  is  no  way  of  efcape,  if  be  finally  deceive  himfelf 
herein.  And  of  this  trial  of  graces  my  text  (peaks  :  Sincere 
grace  is  gold  tried  by  fire. 

There  is  a  twofold  trial  of  grace ;  aftive  and  paflive. 

Firft,  An  a&ive  trial  of  it,  in  which  we  try  if  ourfche* 
%  Cor.  xiii.  5,  "  Examine  yourfelves ;  prove  yourfelves  j"  j.  #. 
peafure  your  hearts,  duties  and  graces,  by  the  rule  of  the  word*  • 

*  Upon  a  thorough  trial  they  f  aaiflt  into  (moke. 
f  From  which  judgment  he  (haft  cfcape  juft  as  one  does  -naked,, 
or  with  hfc  hare  Uf^  out  of  t^e  midft  of  flames.    Cbryjoftm^ 
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toe  bow  they  aafwer  10  that  rule :  Bring  your  hearts  aid  the 
word  together  by  foleinn  felf-examinatiott ;  confer  with  yonr 
mint,  and  commune  with  your  owo  hearts* 

Secondly,  A  paffive  trial  of  it :  whether  we  try  it  or  no, 
God  will  try  it,  he  will  bring  our  gold  "to  the  touehftooe,  and 
id  the  fire.  "  Thon,  O  Lord,  kaoWeft  no ;  thou  haft  feen 
«  me,  and  tried  mjne  heart  towards  thee,"  faith  the  prophet, 
Jar.  xii.  3. 

Sometimes  he  tries  the  flrcngtb  and  ability  of  his  fervants 
gmots  t  and  thus  he  tried  Abraham*  Heb.  fti.  17.  And  (bate- 
tees  he  tries  the  louadnefs  and  Gnceriry  of  oar  graces ;  fo  the 
Bpbefan  angel  was  tried,  and  found  droft*  JRev.  it.  2.  And  fo 
Job  was  tried,  and  found  tree  gold,  Job  xxiii.  io*  Theft 
trials  are  not  made  by  God  for  his  own  information ;  for  he 
knows  what  is  in  man ;  bia  eyes  pierce  his  heart  and  reins ;  bet 
for  our  information ;  which  is  the  true  fcnfe  of  Deut.  ?iii.  ?.. 
M  Than  ihalc  remember  all  the  way  which  die  Lord  thy  God 
u  led  thee  thefc  forty  years  in  the  wiidernels  to  humble  thee, 
"  and  to  prove  thee,  to  know  what  was  in  thy  heart  ;"  i.  #.  to 
nuke  thee  know  it,  by  giving  thee  fiich  experiments  and  ttuda 
of  it  in  thofe  wUderncfi  ftraits  and  difficulties. 

And  thefc  are  the  trials  of  gfooe  I  am  here  to  fpeak  of,  'not 
excluding  the  4tti?e  trials  jttade  by  onrfelfres ;  no,  no,  all  thefc 
trials  «ade  by  God  upon  us,  are  defigned  to  put  us  upon  the 
trial  of  otufcWes :  When  God  tries,  we  fhoold  try  100. 

Now  the  method  into  which  I  (hail  caft  this  difcourfc,  fad! 
be  to  fliew  yen, 

s .  rirfi,  What  tbofe  things  are  which  try  the  fincerity  *f  oar 
graces,  as  fire  triesgald. 

^Secondly,  For  what  ends  doth  God  put  the  graces  of  bit 
people  upon  fuch  trials  io  this  world. 

3.  Thirdly,  That  fuch  grace  only  is  finoere  as  can  endure 
thefc  trials 

4*  Fourthly,  and  kjlfy,  To  apply  the  whole,  in  the  main  nfce 
of  it.    . 

SEGT.    tt 

1.  Firft,  VJifffat  tho/e  things  are  which  try  the  Jtncerity  of 
™  grace,  as  fire  trigs  gold. 
Before  I  enter  into  particulars,  it  will  be  needful  to  acquaint 
yon,  that  the  fnbjeA  before  me  b  full  of  difficulties.  There  is 
need,  a&  one  -  fpeafes,  of  much  cautious  refpeft  to  the  various 
faes  and  degrees  of  growth  among  Chriftiaus,  and  the  vicUE- 
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fades  of  their  inward  cafe;  elfe  we  may  darken  and  perplex  tie 

way*  inflead  of  clearing  it. 

The  portraiture  of  a  Chriftian  is  fnch  as  none  can  djraw  to 
one  model,  box  with  refpelt  to  the  infancy  of  fome,  as  well  as 
the  age  and  ftrength  of  others. 

Great  heed  ought  alb  to  be  had  in  die  application  of  marks 
and  figns ;  we  (hould  firft  try  them,  before  we  try  ourfelves  or 
others  by  them.  Marks  and  figns  are  by  fome'diftingntthed  in- 
to exciofive,  inclufive,  and  pofitive  :  Exduiire  marks  ferve  to 
Jhut  out  bold  pretenders,  by  (hewing  theih  bow  far  they  come 
fhort  of  a  faring  work  of  grace  ;  and  they  are  commonly  taken 
from  feme  neceftary  common  duty,  as  bearing,  praying,  &c. 
He  that  doth  not  ffiefe  .things,  cannot  have  any  work  of  grace 
is  him  ;  and  yet  if  he  do  them,  he  cannot  from  thence  con* 
clnde  his  eftate  to  be  gracionfe  :  He  that  fo  concludes,  deceives 
himfelf. 

Inclufive  marks  rather  difcover  the  degrees  than  the  truth  of 
grace,  and  are  rather  intended  for  comfort  than  for  £onvi£tion : 
If  we  find  them  in  ourfelves,  we  do  not  only  find  fincerity,  but 
cminency  of  grace :  They  being  taken  from  fome  raifed  degree 
and  eminent  afts  of  grace  in  confirmed  and  grown  Christians* 

Betwixt  the  two  former  there  is  a  middle  fort  of  marks,  which 
are  called  pofitive  marks,  aod  they  are  fuch  as  are  always,  and 
only  found,  in  regenerate  fouls :  The  hypocrite  hath  them  not ; 
the  grown  Chriftian  hath  them,  and  that  in  an  eminent  degree: 
The  pooreft  Chriftian  hath  them  in  a  lower,  bnt  faving  degree  : 
Great  care  mud  be  taken  in  the  application  of  them.  And  it  is 
pal  doubt,  that  many  weak  and  injudicious  Chriftians  have 
'  been  greatly  prejudiced  by  finding  the  experiences  of  eminent 
Chriftians  propofed  as  rules  to  meafnre  their  fincerity  by.  Alas  i 
thefe  no  more  fit  their  fouls,  than  Saul's  armour  did  David's, 
body. 

Thefe  things  being  prtmifed,  and  a  due  care  carried  along  with 
«s  through  this  difcourfe,  I  (hall  next  come  to  the  particulars, 
and  (hew  you  what  thofe  things  are  which  difcover  the  date  and 
tempers  of  our  fouls.  Aod  though  it  he  true,  that  there  is  no 
condition  we  arc  in,  no  providence  that  befais  us,  but  it  takes 
fome  proof,  and  makes  fome  difcowy  of  out;  hearts  J  yet,  to 
limit  this  difcourfe,  and  fall  in to,, particulars  as  foon  as  we  can, 
I  (hall  (hew  what  trials  are  made  of  our  graces  in  this  world, 
by  our  profperity,  and  our  adverfity  1  by  our  corruptions,  and' 
our  duties;  aud,  laflly,  by  our  fuffcriogs  upon  the  fcoreau4 
account  of  religion. 
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SECT.  .III.  ^ 

T^frft,  Profperity,  fuccefs,  and  the  increaie  of  outward  enjoy- 
**-  ments,  are  to  grace  what  fire  is  to  gold.  Riches  and  honouis 
make  trial  what  we  are ;  and  by  thefe  things  many  a  falfe  heart 
hath  been  detected,  as  well  as  the  fmcerity  and  eminency  of 
other  graces  discovered.  We  may  fancy  the  fire  of  profperity 
to  be  rather  for  comfort  than  trial ;  to  refreih  us  rather  than  to 
prove  11s ;  but  yon  will  find  profperity  to  be  a  great  difcovery, 
and  that  fcarce  any  thing  proves  the  trnth  and  ftrcngth  of  mens 
graces  and  corruptions  Doore  than  that  doth  :  Kara  virtus  eft 
humUiias  honor  at  a,  faith  Bernard  5  to  find  humility  with  ho- 
nour, is  to  find  a  phoenix.  Let  an  obfeure  perfon  be  lifted  op 
to  honour,  and  how  fleady  and  well  compofed  foever  he  was 
before,  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  belt  his  eyes  will  dazzle,  and  his 
head  run  round  when  he  is  upon  the  lofty  pinacle  of  praife  and 
honour  *  ;  Prov.  xxvii.  21.  "As  the  fining-^ot  for  filver,  and 
"  the  furnace  for  gold,  fo  is  a  man  to  his  praife :"  Put  the 
beft  gold  into  rhe  fining-pot  of  praife,  and.it  is  a  great  wonder 
if  a  great  deal  of  drofs  do  not  appear,  Ifa.  xxxix.  2.  the  vain- 
■  glory  of  good  Hezekiah  rpfe  like  a  froth  or  fcum  upon  the  pot, 
when  heated  by  profperity.  It  was  fuch  a  fining-pot  to  Herod, 
as  dtfeovered .  him  to  be  drofs  itfelf,  Afts  xii.  23.  Hbw  $d 
that  poor  worm  fwell  under  that  trial  into  the  conceit  of  a  god, 
and  was  juftly  deftroyed  by  worms,  becaufc  he  forgat  himfclf 
to  be  one  ?  We  little  think  what  a  ftrangc  alteration  an  exalN 
ed  ftate  will  make  upon  our  fpirits.  When  the  prophet  would 
abate;  the  vain  confidence  of  Hazael,  who  would  not  believe  that 
ever  be  ftiould  be  turned  Into  fuch  a  favage  beaft  as  the  prophet 
had  foretold ;  he  only  .tells  him,  "  The  Lord  hath  (hewed  me, 
"  that  thou  (halt  be  king  over  Syria,'*  2  Kings  viii.  13.  The, 
meaning  is,  Do  not  be  too  confident  Hazael,  that  thy  temper 
and  difpoGrion  can  never  alter  to  that  degree ;  thon  never  yet 
fat  on  a  throne  ;  When  men  fee  the  crown  upon  thy  head,  then 
they  will  better  fee  the  true  temper  of  thy  heart. 

HoW  humble  Was  Ifraei  in- the  wildernefs,  tame  and  tractable 
in  a  lean  pafture ;  but  bring  them  once1  into  Canaan,  and  the 
world  is  ftrangely  altered;  then,  "  wrare  lords,  (fay  they)  we 
4*.  will  <x>roe  no  more  unto  thee,"  ^Jer.  ii.  2,  7,  31.  Profperity 
is  a  crifis  both  to  grace  and  corruption.  -Thence  is  that  caution 
to  Ifraei,  Deut.  x.  11,  12.  "  When  thou  haft  eaten,  and  art 
••full,  then  beware  left  thou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God."  Then 

-    *  Mfgiftratus  indi^at  vitum:  /.  e%  Preferment  proves  a  man.  , 


*44  Prbfrerity  4  great  fmL 

beware,  that  is  the  critical  time  ;  forely,  that  man  muft  beac* 
knowledged  rich,  -very  rich  in  grace,  whofe  grace  foffers  nodi* 
smsettan,  or  eclipfe  by  his  riches ;  and  that  man  deferves  don* 
Me  honour*  whofe  pride  the  honours  of  this  world  cannot  pm- 
toke  and  infiame. 

Il  was  a  ftd  truth  from  the  lips  of  a  pious  divine  in  Germany 
ttpoft  hia  death  bed ;  being  (bmewhat  difoooiblate,  by  reflefting 
Upon  the  barrennefs  of  bis  life,  foroe  friends  took  thence  anoc- 
cafioo  to  commend  him,  and  mind  him  of  hia  painful  mioiftry, 
and  fruitful  lite  among  them  ;  bat  he  cried  out,  Auferte  igwmt 
mdhuc  ewm  paleas  h*beo  >  Withdraw  the  fire,  for  I  have  chaff  ia 
ne  i  meaning*  that  he  felt  his  ambition  like  chaff  catching  fire 
from  the  fparkka  of  (heir  praifes.  Like  onto  which  was  the 
dying  of  another,  He  th&t  freafeth  me,  vteunds  me. 

But  to  defcend  into  the  particular  difco/eries  chat  profperity 
and  honour  make  of  the  want  of  grace  f  in  feme,  and  of  the 
weakueit*  of  grate  in  others  i  I  will  (hew  yon  what  fymptoms 
of  bypocrify  appear  upon  (bme  men  under  the  trial  of  profperi- 
ty, and  what  figos  of  gra^e  appear  in  others  voder  the  6ms 
trial. 

SECt    IV. 

pRofyfcrity  diftowrs  many  fed  fymptoma  of  a  naughty  heart  $ 
.*   and,  among  others,  thefe  art  brdiuarily  moft  conspicuous. 

i.  Fieftg  \t  carts  the  hearts  of  Tome  men  iota  a  deep  oblitiea 
of  God,  and  makes  them  lay  afide  all  care  of  duty  \  faro  fit* 
nmt  foeiivibus  arte  t  the  altar*  of  rich  men  fejdom  fmoka, 
Dent,  u*ii.  13,  14.  '$•  Jefertm  fucked  honey  out  of  the 
rofck,  eat  the  fat  of  lambs,  and  kidneys  of  wheat :  Put  what 
was  the  effbft  of  this ;  he  kicked,  and  forfook  God  who 
niade  him,  and  lightly  efteemed  the  lock  of  bis  (aWa&w.  In- . 
tyad  of  fiftfctg  up  their  hearts  in  an  humble  thankful  acknow- 
ledgment of  God's  bounty*  'they  lifted  tip  the  bed  in  a  wanton 
abufc  of  hia  mercy :  Ia  the  fatteft  ear  &  we  find  the  moft  flip- 
pery  footing. 

•  H*  thfct  is  truly  gracious  may,  in  profperity,  remit  fome 
degrees  ;  but  a  carotf  heart  there  lofeth  nil  that  which  in  a  low 
condition  he  feetoed  to  Ave. '  Augurs  deprecatkxif  as  to  biao- 
tfelf,  no  doubt*  was  built  upon  hia  frequeot  observation  bow  k 
Was  with  Others ;  Prov.  hkx.  ft,  9.  "  Left  I  be  foil,  and  deny 
•«  God/' 

It  is  ftd  in  Ecekf.  v.  12.  "  That  the  abundance  of  the  rich 
"  will  not  fufter  him  to  deep;"  and  I  wi(h  that  were  che  worft 
injury  it  did  him?  but,  sbs  >  it  will  not  (tyftr  hkn  €0  pny,  tt> 
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Meditate*  to  allow  time  and  thoughts  about  bis  Herad  concerto* 
Jnenta ;  he  foils  afleep  in  the  lap  of  profperity,  and  forgets  that 
there  is  a  God  to  be  ferved,  or  a  fpul  to  be  faved.  O  this  is  a 
dangerous  fymptom  of  a  very  graceleft  heart  1  ^  " 
'  2.  Secondly,  Profperity  meeting  with  a  gracelefs  heart,  mates 
it  wholly  fenfual,  and  entirely  {Wallows  up  its  thoughts  and  af- 
fections :  Earthly  things  transform  and  mould  their  hearts  into 
their  own  fimilitude  and  nature :  The  Whole  ftrength  of  their 
fouls  goes  out  to  thofe  enjoyments.  So  thole  graceleft,  yet 
profperous  perfons  are  defcribed,  Jobxxi.  u,  ia,  13.  "They 
"  take  the  timbrel  and  harp,  and  rejoice  at  the  found  of  the 
U  organ :  they  fpend  their  days  in  wealth/'  They  take  tig 
timbrel,  not  the  Bible.  "They  rejoice  at  the  found  of  the 
"  organ ;"  *ot  a  word  of  their  rejoicing  in  God*  "  They 
"  fend  forth  their  little  ones  in  the  dance  :"  That  is  all  the  ca- 
techiftn  they  are  taught :  ««  They  fpend  their  days  in  wealth ;" 
their  whole  time,  that  precious  (lock  and  talent,  is  wholly  laid 
out  upon  thefe  fenfitive  things :  Either  the  pleafure  of  it  pow- 
erfully charms  them,  or  the  cares  of  it  wholly  engrofs.  their 
minds,  that  there  is  no  time  to  (pare  for  God.  They  JrOe  inpiea- 
fureupm  earth,  as  it  is.  Jam.  v.  $  j«ft  as  the  fi(h  lives  in  the 
.water,  its  proper  element :  Take  him  off  from  thefe  things, 
.and  pat  him  upon  fpiriiual,  fcrious,  heavenly  employments*  and 
he  is  Pifm  in  artdo ;  Like  a  fiih  upon  the  dry  land. 

Now,  though  profperity  may  too  much  influence  and  enfnare.  , 
the  minds  qf  good  mta,  and  eftrange  them  too  much  froa* 
heavenly  things  ;  yet  thus  to  engrofs  their  hearts,  and  convert 
them  into  their  own  fimitttnde  and  nature,  fo  that  thefe  things 
Ihoold  he  the  centre  of  their  hearts,  the  very  proper  element  in 
which  they  live,  is  utterly  iropoffible. 

An  hypocrite  indeed  miy  be  brought  to  this,  becaufe,  though . 
Jail  us  like,  he  have  two  faces,  yet  he  really  hath  but  one  prin- 
ciple, and  that  is  wholly  carnal  and  earthly :  So  that  it  is  esfy 
to  make  alt  the  water  to  run  into, one  channel,  to  gather  all  in- 
to one  entire dream,  in  which  his  heart  (hall  pour  out  all  its 
Hrength  to  the  creature. 

.  But  a  Chriftian  indeed  hath  a  double  principle  that  acts  hiih  • 
though  he  have  a  law  of  fin  that  moves  him  one  way,  yet  there 
is  in  him  alto  the  law  of  grace,  which  thwarts  and  erodes  that 
principle  of  corruption  :  So  that  as  grace  cannot  do  wh4t  it 
would,  becaufe  of  fin  ;  fo  neither  can  fin  do  what  it  would,  be* 
caofe  of  grace,  Gal.  v,  17. 

The  heart  of  a  ChriAian,  la  the  midft  of  en&ariug  feafittae        ...  , 
Vofc.VU.  X  ^  il 
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•  enjoyments,  finds  indeed  a  corrupt  principle  in  it,  which  votfd 
incline  him  to  fall  afleep  opon  fuch  a  foft  pillow,  and  forget 

.  God  and  duty  ;  but  it  cannot,  O  no  I  it  cannot  do  fo;  tbere Is 
a  principle  of  grace  within  him,  that  never  leaves  jogging,  dif- 

.  turning,  and  calling  upon  him,  till  he  rife  and  return  to  his  God, 
the  true  reft  of  bis  foul. 

.  3-  Thirdly,  A  falfe  pretender  to  religion,  aniiypocritical  pro- 
feifor,  meeting  with  profperity  and  iuccefs,  grows  altogether 
iinconoerned  about  the  intercft  of  religion,  and  fenfelefs  of  the 

-calamities  of  God's  people.  Thus  the  prophet  convinces  the 
Jews  of  their  hypocrify,    Amos  vi.  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6.   **  The? 

• "  were  at  cafe  in  Zion,  and  trufted  in  the  mountain  of  Sama- 
*«  ria :"  And  fo,  having  a  (hadow  of  religion,  and  a  fulnefs  of  all 
earthly  things,  they  fell  to  feaftingand  fportitig  :  "  They  drank 
"  wine  in  bowls,  and  anointed  themfelves  with  the  chief  oiut- 
*'  ments',  but  were  not  grieved  for  the  affiftton  of  Jofeph." 
They  condoled  not,  GnaUheber,  over  the  breakings  or  tearing  to 
pieces  of  Jofeph :  If  they  are  out  of  danger  once,  let  the  church 
ihift  for  itfelf,  they  are  fecure  in  a  warm  neft :  Let  the  birds  of 
prey  catch  and  devour  that  flock  with  which- they  fometimesaf- 
iociatcd,  they  are  not  touched  with  it.  Mofes  conld  not  do  for 
though  in  the  greater!  fecttrity  and  conflaence  of  the  honours 
and  pleafores  ot  Egypt,  Ads  vli.  23.  Nehemiah  conld  not  do 
fo,  though  the  Servant  and  favourite  of  a  mighty  monarch,  and 
wanted  nothing  to  make"  him  outwardly  happy  j  yet  the  plea- 
sures of  a  king's  court  conld  not  cheer1  his  heart,  or  fcatter  the 
douds  of  forrow  from  bis  countenance,  whilft  his  brethren 
were  in  affi£rion,,and  the  city  of  his  God  ray  Wafte,  Nehemiah 
il  1,  2,  3.  Nor  indeed  can  any  gracious  heart  be  unconcerned 
and  feafelefs ;  for  that  uni$n  that  all  the  faints  have  with  Chrift 
their  head,  and  with  one  another,  as  fellow  members  in  Chrift, 
will  beget  fympathy  among  them  in  their  fufferings,  1  Cor.  x& 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

"DUTas  the  fire  of  profperity  difcovers  this  and  much  mm 
•*-*  drofs  io  a  graCelefs  heart,  fo  it  difcovers  the  iincerity  sod 
grace  of  God's  people  :  1  fay  not  that  it  difcovers  nothing  hot 
grace  in  thorn  :  O  that  it  did  not !  alas!  many  of  them  hate 
had  a  great  deal  of  drofe  and  corruption  difcovcred  by  it,  a) 
was  noted  before  :  But  yet  in  this  trial,'  the  graciemfaefe  aad 
oprightnefs  of  their  hearts  will  appear  in  thefe,  and  inch  K& 
workings  of  it. 

i.ftrjii  Under  profperity,  fuccefs,  and  honour, :  the  uprigbc 
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heart  will  labour  to  fupprefs  pride,  and  keep  itfelf  lowly  and  » 
humble ;    and  ftill  the  more  grace  there  is,  the  more  humility 
there  will  be    -If  God  lift  him  op,  he  will  lay  himfelf  low, 
and  e^alt  his  God  high.     So. did  Jacob  when  God  had  raifed, 
and  enlarged  him;  Gen.  xxxil  jo.  "  I  am  not  worthy  of  the- 
*r  leaft  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth,  which  thou  haft. 
"  fnewed  unto  thy  fervant,  for  with  my  ftaff  I  parted  o?er  this 
"  Jordan,  and  now  I  am  become  two  bands." 

Great  was  the  difference  in  Jacob's  outward  condition  at, 
his  return,  from  what  it  was  at  his  firft  paflage  over  Jordan  ; 
then  poor,  now  rich ;  '  then  (ingle  and  comfortlefs,  now  the 
head  of  a  great  family:  Ye*,  but 'though  his  outward  eflate 
was  altered,  the  frame  of  his  heart  was  not  altered.  Jacob 
was  an  holy  and  humble  man  when  he  went  out,  and  fo  he  was 
When  he  returned  :  He  faw  a  multitude  of  mercies  about  him, 
and  among  them  all  not  ope  but  was  greater  than  himfelf. 

I  dare  not  fay  every  Chriftian  under  profperity  can  at  all, 
times  manifeft  like  humility ;  but  I  am  Aire  what  pride  and  va- 
nity foevefr  may  rife  in' a  gracious  heart  tried  by  profperity, 
there  is  that  within  him  will  give  check  to  if :  He  dare  not  fuffer . 
fuch  proud  thoughts  to  lodge  quietly  in  his  heart ;  for,  alas! 
he  fees  that  in  himfelf,  aqd  that  in  his  God,  that  will  abafe 
him :  C^racc  will  make  him  look  back  to  hfe  original  condition, . 
and  fay,  with  David,  "  What  am  I,  O  Lord  God  ?  and  what 
"  is  my  father's  boufe,  that  thou  haft  brought  me  hitherto  ?" 
i  Sam.  vii.  18.  .      . 

It  will  make  him  look  in,  and  lee  the  bafenefs  of  his  own 
heart,  and  the  corruptions  that  are  there,  j&nd  admire  at  the. 
dealings  of  God  with  fo  vile  a  creature.  O,  thinks  he,  if  others „ 
did  bat  know  what  I  know  of  myfelf,  they  would  abhor  me . 
more  than  now  they  efteem  and  value  me.       , 

a.  Secendty,  Profperity  ufoa|ly  draws  forth  the  feints  love  to.the . 
God  of  their  mercies  :    that  which  heajs  a  wicked  man's  lufts, 
warms  a  gracious  man's  heart  with  love  and  delight  in  God.         . 

Thefe  wfere  the  words  of  that  lovely  fong  which  David  fang, 
in  the  day  that  the  Lord  delivered  him  out  of  the  hands  of  all 
Ms  enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of  Saul ;  and  he  faid,  (C  I  will  - 
•*  love  thee,  0  Lord,  my  ftrength,"  Pfalm  xvfii.  title  and  ver/ 
i.  compared.  •   Thefe  outward  things  are  not  the  m#in  grounds 
and  motives  of  their  love  to  God ;  no,  no,  they  love  him  when  he 
takes  away/  as  well  as  when  he  gives :  but  tbey  are  fan&ified  in- 
ftruraents  to  ibQame  their  love  to  God  :   they  boil  up  a  wicked 
man's  lufts,  but  they  melt  a  gracious  man's  foul.    O  in  what  a 

T  a 
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fity  hath  made  them  bare,  every  body  may  fee  them  without 
fearching. 

Bat  to  &11  into  clofer  particulars ;  it  will  be  neceffary  to  en- 
quire what  effeCts  of  adverfity  are  common  to  both  the  (band 
and  the  unfound ;  and  then  what  are  proper  to  either  in  this 
dofe  trial  by  adverfity, 

sect;     II, 

TT  will  be  expedient  to  the  defign  I  manage  in  this  difbourfe, 
■*  to'  (hew  io  the  firft  place  what  are  the  common  effe&s  of 
adverfity  to  both  the  godly  and  ungodly ;  for  in  Ibme  things 
they  differ  not,  but  as  it  is  with  the  one,  fo  alfo  with  the  o- 
tber ,:  As, 

;  \.  Firft,  Both  the  godly  and  ungodly  may  fear  adverfity  be- 
fore it  comes  :  to.  be  lure  a  wicked  man  cannot,  and  it  is  evi* 
dent  many  godly  men.  do  not,  come  up  to  the  height  of  that 
rule,  James  i.  a.  "To  account  it  all  joy  when  they  fall  into  di- 
V  verfe  temptations,"  or  trials  by  ad verfity* 
*  •,  It  is  faid,  Ilk.  xxxiii.  14.  "  The  finners  in  Zion  are  afraid;1 
44  trembliug  iurprizeth  the  hypocrite ;"  namely,  under  the  ap- 
prehenfien  of  approaching  calamities ;  and  it  is  true  alio,  the-  x 
Jaints  in  Zion  may.  be  afraid  :  "  My  flefli  trembleth  for  tear  of 
**  thee;  and  I  am  afraid  of  thy  judgments,"  faid  holy  David, 
Ffaf.  cxix.  4  20.  and  Job  in.  23.  "  The  thing  which  I  greatly; 
"  feared  (faith  that  upright  foul)  is  come  upon  me."  There  is  a 
vaft  difference  betwixt  a  faint's  firft  meeting  with  afflictions,  and 
his  par  ting  with  them  ;  he  entertains  themibmetime*  with  trem- 
bling ;  he  parts  with  them  rejoicing,  fmilfng  on  them,  and  blcf-i 
ring  them  in  the  name  of  the  lord.  So  that  by  this  the  up- 
right, and  the  falfe  heart,  are  not  difeqminated ;  even  fanCtified 
nature  declines  fuffering  and  troubles. 

t.  Secondly,  Both  the  godly  and  ungodly  may  entertain  af- 
flictions with  regret-  and  unwilliugnefs  when  they  .come.  Af- 
flictions and  troubles  are  wormwood  and  gall,.  Lam.  Hi.  19. 
Aud  that  goes  not  down  pleaiantly  with  flefti  and  blood,  Heb. 
xii.  II.'*  No. affliftton  for  the  prefent feemeth  joyous,  but 
'}  grievous  ;"  he  means  to  God's  own  people ;  they  are  in  bea- 
vinefs  through. manifold  temptations  or  trials  by  the  rod,  1  Pet? 
i;  6.  When  God  gives  the  cup  of  affliction  into  the  hands  of 
the  wicked,,  how  do  they  relu&ate  and  loath  it  ?  How  do  theft" 
flomaebs  rife  at  it  ?  And  though  the  portion  of  the  faints  cup: 
be  much  fweeter  than  theirs,  (for.  that  bitter  ingredient  of  Gods 
vindictive  wrath  is  QQt  in  it),  yet  even  they  Shrink  from  it,  and 
loth  they  are  to  ufte  it* 


Adverfity  afutnace  U  try  wr  Gratis.  1  j* 

3.  TKrdty,  Both  the  one  aod  other  may  be  impatient  and 
fretful  in  adverfity ;  it  is  the  very  nature  of  flefh  aod  blood  to 
be  fo.  "  The  wicked  are  like  the  troubled  fea,  which  cannot 
"  reft,  whofe  waters  caft  forth  mire  and  dirt,"  Ifa;  lvii.  20. 
It  is  an  allufioo  to  the  unliable  and  ftormy  ocean :  you  know 
there  is  naturally  an  equation  and  working  in  the  fea,  whether 
it  be  iocenfed  by  the  wind  or  no ;  but  if  a  violent  wind  blow 
upon  the  unquiet  ocean,  O  what  a  raging  and  foaming  is  there  ! 
what -abundance  of  trafti  and  filth  doth  it  at  fuch  times  caft 
out!  . 

Now,  though  grace  make  a  great  difference  betwixt  one  and 
another,  yet  Idare  not  fay,  but  even  a  gracious  heart  may  be 
very  unquiet  and  tumultuous  in  the  day  of  affliction.  Sancti- 
fied fools  have  their  paffion*  and  lufts  which  are  too  little  morti- 
fied ;  even  as  fwcat-briar  and  holy-thifties  have  their  prickles,  as 
-well  as  the  worthless  bramble.  Jonah  was  a  good  man,  yet  his 
foul  was  fadly  diftempered  by  adverfe  providences ;  Jonah  iv.  y, 
"  Yea,  (faith  he,  and  that  to  his  God)  I  do  well  to  be  angry; 
**  even  unto  death/' 

4.  Fourthly,  Both  the  one  and  the  other  may  be  weary  of  the 
rod,  and  think  the  day  of  adverfity  a  tedious  day,  wiihing  it 
were  once  at  an  end.  Babylon  (hall  be  weary  of  the  evil  that 
God  will  bring  upon  it,  Jer.  K.  nit.  And  O  that  none  of  Zion's 
children  were  weary  of  adverfity  too!  How  fad  a  moan  doth 
Job  make  of  his  long  continued  affliction,  Job  xvi.  6,  7. 
"  Though  I  fpeak,  my  grief  is  not  afluaged;  and  though  I 
**  forbear,  what  am  i  cafedi  But  now  he  hath  made  me 
*'  weary." 

Aod  if  you  look  into  Pfalm  v*i.  3,  6.  you  may  fee  another 
ftroug  Chrifttan  even  tired  in  the  way  of  affliction :  "  My  foul 
"  (faith  David  in  that  place)  is  fore  vexed,  but  thou,  O  Lord, 
"  how  long  ?  I  am  weary  with  my  groaning." 

5.  Fifthly,  Both  the  one  aod  the  other  may  be  driven  to  their 
knees  by  adverfity.  "  Lord,  in  trouble  have  they  vifited  thee ; 
"  they  have  poured  out  a  prayer  when  thy  ctraAening  was  op* 
"  on  them,"  Ifa.  xxvi.  16.  Not  that  a  godly  per  Ion  will  pray 
no  longer  than  the  rod  is  at  bis  back  ;  O  no,  he  cannot  live 
without  prayer  long,  how  few  calls  foever  he  hath  tc*  that  duty 
by  the  rod  ;  but  when  the  rod  is  on  his  back,  he  will  be  more 
frequently  and  more  ferveutfy  upon  bis  knees ;  indeed  many 
gracelefs  hearts  are  like  childrens  tops,  which-  will  go  bo  longer 
than  they  are  whipt ;    they  cannot  find  their  knees  and  their 

•  tongues,  till  God  find  a  rod  to  excite  them.     A  dangerous 
,  fymptom.   The  fame  affliction  may  put  a  gracious,  and  a  grace-       \ 
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lefs  fool  to  their  knees ;  but  though  in  the  external  matter  -of 
doty,  and  in  the  external  call  oroccafionof  duty,  theyfeeta 
\o  agree,  yet  is  there  a  vaft  difference  io  the  principles*  manner, 
and  ends  of  thefe  their  duties ;  as  will  evidently  appear  in  its 
proper  place  in  our  following  difcourfe. 

But  by  what  hath  been  laid  in  this  fecTion,  you  may  fee  how 
in  fome  things  the  holy  upright  foul  a&s  too  like  the  unfenfti- 
fied,  and  in  other  things  how  much,  the  hypocrite  may  a£i  likes 
faint;  he  may  be  externally  humbled,  fowasAhab;  he  may 
pray  onder  the  rod,  Mai.  ii.  13.  yea,  and  requeft  others  to  pray 
for  him,  fo  did  Simon,  A&s  viti.  24; 

SECT.    m. 

flUT  though  the  found  and  dufouad  heart  differ  not  io  (omt 
~ "  external  carriages  under  the  red*  yet  there  are  e&£h  of 
adverfity  which  are  proper  to  either,  and  wiU  difcrimiftatctheah 
To  which  end  let  us  firft  lee  what  effetts  advecfity  is  ufoallv 
followed  withal  in  un found  and  carnal  hearts ;  and  we  (hall  find 
among  others,  tbefe  five  fymptoms  of  a  naughty  heart  appear* 
lag  under  erodes  and  affl&tious. 

1.  Fir  ft,  A  gracelef*  heart  is  not  quickly  and  cafily  brought 
to  fee  the  hsnd  of  God  in  thofc  troubles  that  befai  it,  nod  be 
duly  affcfted  with  it;  Ifa.  xxvi.  u.  «•  Lord,  when  thy  hand  is 
"  lifted  up,  they  wiU  not  fee :"  when  it  has  (mitten,  or  is  lifted 
up  to  finite,  they  (hut  their  eyes ;  it  is  the  malice  pf  this  man, 
or  the  negligence  of  that,  or  the  «nfaithfu!nefs  of  another,  that 
hath  brought  all  this  trouble  upon  me*  Thus  the  creature  is 
the  horizon  that  terminates  their  fight,  and  beyond  that  they 
•afaally  fee  nothing.  Sometitoes  indeed  the  hand  of  God  is  fo 
immediately  tfianifefied*  and  convincingly  discovered  in  afflic- 
tions, that  they  cannot  avoid  the  fight  of  it ;  and  then  they 
may,  in  their  way,,  poor  out  a  prayer  before  him ;  but  ordfaa* 
iily  they  impute  all  to  fecond  Caqfcs,  and  overlook  the  firft 
caufe  of  their  troubles. 

2.  Secondly,  Nor  is  it  ufual  with  thefe  men  under  the  rod  to 
retire  into  their  clofcts,  and  fearch  their  hearts  the**,  to  find 
out  the  particular  cauXe  and  provocation  of  their  affii&ioa  t 
"  No  man  repented  him  of  his  wickednefs, /aytng,  What  have 
4t  I  done  V  Jef .  viii.  6,  What  curfed  thing  is  there  with^me, 
that  hath  thus  iocenfe<t  the  anger  of  God  agaiuft  me  !  God  vi* 
Cits  their  iniquities  with  affli&iOns,  but  they  vifit  not  their  own 
hearts  by  felf-caaminations.  Gpd  judges  theno,  but  they  judge 
H9t  themfelves :  He  fhcW*  their  iniquities  in  a  dear  glafs,  bat 
none  (kith,   Wb&  have  I  dem?    This  phrale,  Wh&havtl 
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ifcfci  ?  U  the  vofefe  df  bad  that  reco4ldfls  Himfclf  after  a  raft* 
fl&i&B  9  of  the  ititct  of  A  rtiatt  afldnHhed  at  the  difcov ery  affile-' 
ttofts  titetk*  of  hi*  fins  •  but  nd  ibch  voice  as  ihii  is  ordinarily 
betid  aifio^  fcattfrl  ftttri. 

3.  7*ir<#>f,  Ad  **fe*rid  prafefTor,  if  lift  to  his  thoibe,  Woilldf 
m&tt  chttfc  to  than  action  >  and  ft&  ftwrt  etii  2a  that,  thatl 
lathis* 

Arid  it  caottdt  be  doubled,  If  **  edofidd*  the  jrfiiiciple  by 
*hidh  all  tititegttleftitt  men  dtt  Sftfcd,  is  feofe,  not  faith.  Hcncfc 
Jobs  friends  Wttiid  hafc  afgifcd  his  hypocril},  Job  ixxvi.  it; 
And  had  thair  apptteattoii  been  as  Hgfct  as  their  rule,  it  would1 
have  concluded  it ;   this  {vit.  fin)  h&ft  thou  chQJtht  rather  lhaH 

1  dd  fi<H  %  that  aft  Upright  ttio  cannot  eomthit  4  toofaf 
i  dRi,  to  tfea^e  rf  penal  fcvil.  G*hri  daily  obfervatio'n  did  not 
;  too  plentifully  furaHh  ul  tfidl  lad  inftabee*  of  that  kind  !  fiot 
j  taprigkt  toH  da  rim,  dafc  wtt*  upcte  a  ferious  deliberate  dffdif- 
i    fioH  and  debate,  chdfe  fit  rather  fttto  aflfcftlon  1    what  they" 

1  tftay  do  opoo  ftfrjtfi&te,  and  in  the  ttotence  of  tefbptatHm,  is 
irf  another  natnte. 

But  a  feffe  and  fcfafdttod  heart  difcovtrs  itftlf  in  the  endice  U 

2  dtek<&  tfpdn  dcKter*ion,  atfd  that  frequently  *hen  fin  dtuf 
t  taitsfafe  edtod  i»  eotofrttNtofr.  P*t  the  cafe,  fal^  Auguffitre, 
,  a  ruffian  (hould  with  one  band  fet  the  efrfl  bf  drunfcennefs  to 
t    thy  toottth,  rind  With  the  ofthcr  a  dagger  td  thy  bread,  atid  lay, 

drink  or  dfe ;  thou  flfdbideft  rather  chufc  to  die  fober,  than  tcs 
,  Ate  a  drunttard :  And  many  Chrrftiaos  hate  refilled  unto  blood, 
■    ftHvtffg  agatdft  fiti,  and,  ttith  renoWncd  Mdfes*  diofti*  affile- 

tfcto  the  WOrft  tif  afflictions,  yea,  death  ttfelf  tft  the  moft  for* 
•  ifcldabte  appearance,  rather  than  fla  ;  irid  it  h  the  habitual  teiri- 
.  per  and  refoltUion  of  eVerf  gracious  heart  fe  to  do*  though 
I    tlftffe  holy  Kfelftttaaa  art  tctoetiaaes  o^ef*  borne  by  vtolehce  of 

But  €be  feyjkxrite  dreads  left  the  defiltfment  of  hi*  foul,  than 
to*  Idfo  of  hw  eftaw,  liberty,  o#  life.  V  you  ask  upon  what 
,  ground  then  doth  the  apoftle  fuppofc,  1  Cor.  *tH.  3.  a  man 
.  Jftay  give  his  bbif  tb  6*  burtit,  and  not  have  charity;  that 
}  the  Jkhu&Mdet  of  h?ftotrify  jttay  live  in  the  flame  of  liiartyr* 
,  dftft  ?  Tte  an^r  ii  it  hand  %  Thfey  that  chofc  death  in  the 
:  6«le  of  Ihh  Wxt^  do  ndt  chrfe  it  to  efcapc  fm#  but  to  feed  and 
\  *aJBdoige  it.  Thoft  ftrange  adventures  (if  any  fuch  be)  are  ra  ther 
I  tt>  nmWtain  ih&t  own  hOtoout,  and  enrol  their  names  among 
!    worthy  ami  faniau*  p«^t  to  po^yity  3  or  out  of  a  blind  zcal^ 
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to  their  efpoufed  errors  and  miftakes,  than  io  a  doe  regard  to. 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  preformation  of  integrity.  *  I  fear  to 
«  fpeak  it,  but  it  mo(t  be  (poken,  (faith  #  Hitrom),  That  even 

•  martyrdom  jtfelf,  when  fuftcred  for  admiration  and  applanfe,. 

*  -profits  nothing,  but  that  blood  is  (bed  in  vain/ 

4.  Fourthly %  It  is  the  property  of  an  pnregeneratc  fool,  under, 
ddverfity,  to  torn  from  creature  to  creature  for  fupport  and  com-. 
fort9  and  not  from  every  creature  to  God.  alone.    So  long  as 

'  their  feet  can  touch  ground,  I  mean,  feel  any  creature  relief  or 
comfort  under  them,  they  can  fubfift  aod  live  in  afflictions ; 
but  .when  they  lofe ground,  when  all  creature  refuge  fails,,  then, 
their  hearts  fail  too. 

Thus  Zedekiah,  and  the  fclf-deceiving  Jews,  when  they  faw 
their,  own  ftreugth  failed  them,  and  there  was  little  hope  left 
that  they  (bould  deliver,  themfelves  from  the  Chaldeans,  what, 
do  they  in  that  ftrait  \  Do  they, .  with  upright  Jehofhaphat  fay, 
"  Our  eyes  are  unto  thee  ?"  No,  no,  their  eyes  were  upon 
Egypt  for  fuccour,  not  upon  Heaven;  well,  Pharaoh  aod  his 
aids  are  left  (till,  all  hope  is  not  gone,  Jcr.  xxxvii.  <j.  See  the 
like  in  Ahaz,  in  a  fore  plunge  and  diftrefs  he  courts  the.  king  of. 
Aflyria  for  help,  2  Chroo.  xxvtit.  22,  23.  That  project  failing, 
why  then  he  will  try  what  the  gods  of  Pamafcus  can. do  for. 
him  ;  any  way  rather  than  the  right  way,  Fkftcre  fi  mqutam 
fyperos%   Achtronta  movd*. 

Sp  it  is  with  ipany  others  :  if  o&e  child  die,  what,  do  they 
4o,  run  to  God,  and  comfort  themfelves  in  this,  the  Lord  liv- 
ed), though  my  child  die.  If  an  eflate  be  loft,  and  a  family 
finking,  do  they  with  David  comfort  themfelves  in  the  cverlaft- 
ing  covenant,  ordered  and  fare  ?  No,  no ;  but  if  one  relation 
die,  there,  is  another  alive, ;  if  an  ellate  be  loft,  yet  not  aO ;. 
fomethipg  is  left  flill,  and  the  cafe  will  mend. 

As  long  as  ever  inch  men  have  any  vifibie  encouragement, 
they  will  hang  upon  it ;  and  not  make  op  all  10  Chrift,  and 
encourage  themfelves  in  the  Lord.  To  tell  them  of  rejoicing 
in  the  Lord,  when  the  fig-tree  bloflbms  not,  is  what  they  can* 
not  underftand. 

5.  Fifthly v  To  conclude ;  an  unfound  heart  never  comes  out, 
of  the  furnace  of  affliction  purged,  mortified,  and  more  fpiri- 
tual  and  holy  than  when  he  was  caft  into  it ;  his  fcum  and  dro& 
is  not  there  fcparated  from  him  y  nay,  the  more  they  are  afflic- 

*  Tstst*  dicer**  feddicfttduiq  efti  fjHirtyti*m  ipfvtnjiideo  jtat, 
ut  admjrathmetjjigtdi  habfatnr  a  fratribus  $  frvfrtm  f*»gl4*  *f\ 
fuftufft.    pier,         "  v  *  ..;'      ... 
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'  ted,  the  worfe  they  are.  "  Why  fliould  ye  be  finitten  any 
.  «*  more?  ye  will  revolt  more  and  more,*'  Ifa.  L  5.  And,  to 
keep  to  our  metaphor,  confult  Jer.  vi.  29.  God  had  pot  that  in- 
corrigible people  into  the  furnace  of  affliction,  and  kept  them 
long  in  that  fire ;  and  what  was  the  iflbe  ?  Why,  faith  the 
projfliet,  "  The  bellows  are  burnt,  the  lead  is  contained  of  the 
"  fire,  the  founder  melteth  in  vain,  6c.  reprobate  fiber  {hall 
"  men  call  them,  beeaufe  the  Lord  hath  rejected  them." 

If  the  fire  of  affliction  be  continually  blown  till  the  very  bet* 
lows  be  burnt,  that  is,  the  tongue,  or  rather  the  lunge  of  the 
prophet,  which  have  fome  refembJaoce  tb  bellows ;  though  thefc  / 
beevenfpent  in  reproving,  and  threatening,  and  denouncing 
.woe  upon  woe,,  and  judgment  upon  judgment ;  and  God  ful- 
fils his  word  upon  .them ;  yet  (till  they  are  as  before ;  the  draft  ' 
remains :  though  Jerufaitm  be  made  a  furnace,  and  the  in- 
habitants the  flefli  boiling  in  it,  as  is  noted  (pertinently 
to  my  difcourie)  in  Ezek.  xxiv.  6,  13.  tie  /cum  remains 
'with  them,  and  cannot  be  fepatated  by  the  fire ;  and  the  reafoo 
*  is  plain,  beeaufe  no  affliction  in  itfelf  purges  fin*  but  as  it  is 
fanftified,  and  works  in  the  virtue  of  God**  bleffing,  and  hi 
>  purfuance  of  the  promUes. 

O  think  on  this  you  that  have  had  thoufands  of  afflictions  to 
one  kind  and  another,  and  nooe  of  them  all  have  done  you 
good ;  they  have  not  mortified,  humbled,  or  benefited  you  at 
all  :  And  thus  you  fee  what  the  effects  of  adverfity  are,  when 
it  meets  with  a  gracelefs  heart, 

sect,  iv: 

T>  Y  this,  time,  reader,  I  fuppofe  thou  art  defirous  to  know 
•*■*  what  effects  adverfity  and  affliction.  o(e  to.  have  when  they 
meet  with  an  hooefl  aod  fincere  heart ;  Only,  before  I  come  to 
particulars,  I  think  it  needful  to  acquaint  thae,  that  the*  fruits 
of  afflictions  *re  mofrly  after-fruits,  and  not  fo  difcernable  by 
the  ChrHrran  htmfelf  under  the  rod,  as  after  he  hath  been  exer- 
ctfod  by  it,  Heb.  xii,  1 i  •  and  calmly  reflects  upon  what  is  part ; 
nor  doth  every  Chriftian  attain  the  fame  meafure  and  degree ; 
fome  rejoice,  others  commonly  fubmit ;  but  I  think  thefe  fevea 
effects  are  ordinarily  found  in  all  upright  hearts  that  pafs  under 
the  rod. 

1.  Fir  ft,  The  fincere  and  upright  foul  betakes  itfelf  to  God 
in  affliction ;  Job  i.  zo.  When  God  was  fmiting,  Job  was 
praying ;  when  God  afflicted,  Job  worshipped  :  So  David, 
Pfalm  cxvi.  3,  4.  "  I  found  forrow  and  trouble,  then  called  I 

"B2 
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**  npoo  tfce  naitc  of  i|m  Lord."  Add  whet  tbc  weftigft  #? 
Satan  buffeted  Fail,  "  For  this  eaqfe  (faith  he)  1  bought  the 
*  Lord  thrice,"  a  Cor.  xii.  8.  Alas!  wbithqr  fl**M  9  chi^ 
go  in  diftrefs,  but  to  its  father  ? 

2.  Secondly,  He  tecs  and  owns  the  hand  of  God  }n  h*  afljfar . 
tioos,  how  moch  or  little  foerer  of  the  iaftromeats  of  tronM* 
appear.  The  Lord  batktakm  away,  ftatth  jab,  Jpbi.  %i.  G$t 
hath  bidden  htm,  fahb  David,  2  Sam.  3?l  in.  Jf  {l£  Wow 
come  from  the  hand  cf  a  wfcfeed  man,  yet  he  fcrt  that  wH*cd 
haod  to  God's  righteous  haod,  PiaJm  xviU  14,  Aftd  this  appt* 
tteqfion  is  f andtnK ntai  to  all  that  comcmMroo  men  have  *rifh  God 
io  their  actions,  and  to  all  that  peaceahfaufs  ap^  pacta* 
fubipiffion  of  their  f  pints  under  the  fod  ;  H*  that  Jens  pethiflg 
Of  God  ia  his  troubles,  bath  nothing  of  God  in  bl|  fcml. 

3.  Thirdly,  He  can  juiftify  God  in  all  fh£  aJ^Etioos  atyd  *•*■ 
ties  that  come  npon  him,  be  they  never  ifo  lewe.  *i  Theq 
«  art  jott  in  all  that  is  brought  upon  *s,V  faith  pefeepiah, 
Neh.  ix.  33«  "  Then  haft  patched  ms  left  than  onr  wiquir 
?•  ties  deter?c,^  faith  f  va,  Ezra  ix.  13.  <<  U  is  of  t^  Lor^ ' 
4i  mercy  we  are  boi  contained,",  fcith  she  church,  l#m,  iii  at* 
Are  we  in  Babylon  ?  Jt  is  a  mercy  we  are  n$t  in  bcU.  $f  Qqdf 
condemn  htm,  yet  he  will  joft'rfy  God) ;  if  God  caft  (lift  into  a 
fca  of  trouble,  yet  lie  will  acknowledge,  to  al|  that  it*  of  Hot- 
Me,  there  is  not  one  drop  of  bjpiticei  tf  I  b*ve  not  ^farted 
(och  nfage  from  the  hands  of  men.  yet  1  ba?e  deferred  work 
than  this  at  the  hands  of  God. 

4.  Fmrthly\  Afflictions  ufe  fo  nrclt  apd  humble  gractouf 
hearts ;  there  is  an  habitual  teridernefs  planted  in  their  fpirita, 
and  a  jnft  occaikm.quickly  draws  it  forth  :  4qd  foufnal  a  thtar 
}t  is  for  gracious  hearts -to  be  humbled  wder  th<  afitiftings  cf 
God>  that  affliction  is  upon  that  fcore  caUsd  hiwijiation :  The 
effeft  put  foTthe  canfe,  to  (hew  where  one  U»  the  other  will 
be,  a  Cor.  xii.  21.  My  God,  vxih I  bpmble  me,  i  «•  he  will  effiifl; 
fne  with  the  fight  of  your  fins  and  borders ;  and  if  a  gradons 
foul  be  fo'  apt  to  be  humble^  far  other  toe^n  $as,  much  more 
for  his  own* 

5.  Fifthly,  The  upright  fool  is  inquifitive  nnder  the  rod,  to 
find  out  that  evil  far  which  the  Lord  'contends  with  him  by  & 
fli&ioo  ;  Job  x.  2."  Shew  me  wherefore  thou  contended  with 
49  rae:M  AM  Job  xxxi?.  32.  ".  that  wWcfci  I  fee  not,  teach 
**  than,  tpe  V  \\  I  have  dooc  iniquity  I  will  do  no  more,"  Jo 
Xanu  m.  39,  40.  V  Let  ns  fearch  and  try  our  ways,  apd  ijm  a- 
f  gain  to  the  Lox&"  In  affl^ing,  God  fearers  them,  aid  Qf* 
der  afRiftion  they  fearch  themfclves :   Willing  they  are  to  hear 


fhe  voice  of  the  rod,  and  glad  of  any  difcovety  it  mates  of  their 
hearts. 

Sixthly  f  The  upright  heart  chofeth  to  ly  under  affliftiob, 
jratfcer  thai)  to  bp  delivered  from  it  by  fin.  J  fay,  this  is  the 
(choke  and  refolotiop  of  every  «pright  heart,  however  it  may  be 
Jbmetimes  overborne  by  the  violence  of  temptation,  Heb.  xi. 
35.  Not  accepting  deliverance,  viz.  upon  finfal  terms  and  con- 
ditions. 

They  are  fallible  bow  the  fleib  Asarts  under  the  rod,  bnt  had 
father  it  Qxwid  frnwt,  the*  omjckno*  <h**M  fipart  9©derft#T. 
AtO&km,  f?ith  an  upright  foni,  grief e*  me.  bpt  fin  will  grifve 
Qod;  affittioo  wa*ods  my  *efo,  hut  f<n  wiM  wongd  *y  fey). 
Ifettvcrance  1  k*g  for,  but  I  will  Mt  my  fe  deer  for  U,  how 
panch  foever  I  deftre  it  1  WW*  fitnf  1  mri  powimUw  t  0#- 
ward  safe  is  facet,  but  toward  pence  is  fwcener. 

7.  SevettMy*  He  frit*  th  the  ipirttptf  good  gotten  by  afifie- 
tkm,  abo*e  deihmrnpee  from  It,  *n<|  can  W*ft  God  fron*  his 
heart  for  tbofe  mercies,  fcpw  deer  feever  his  flefo  hath  paid  fcr 
{hone ;  Pfal*  gtf*.  £7,  and  71.  «•  It  is  good  for  me  that  J  ba*e 
"  been  affli£fod."<  8nch  «  th*  wine  the  people  of  Cod  tare 
for  fptritnal  grace*,  fhfit  they  eaepel  think  them  deer,  what- 
ever their  flefo  hath  paid  for  them.  The  apor  tification  of  <*e 
Ml,  one  difcovcry  of  fincetity,  o*e  nunifefUsiqn  of  God  to 
their  {bob,  doth  much  more  than  «a^e  amends  for  all  that  they 
hare  endured  qader  tbe  r^d. 

Is  patfenpe  improved,  fclf-aeqoainttoce  focrcaftd,  the  v^mry 
pf  the  creatine  more  c&ftnally  taught,  longing*  after  heaven 
enflamed  ?  O  hleflcd  efflrfiions,  that  ere  attended  with  foeh 
Mefled  frntts!  ft  was  the  faying  of  a  holy  man,  under  9  fare 
trouble  for  the  death  of  an  only  fon,  when  in  that  dark  day  God 
had  gradbnOf  manifcfted  Mmftif  to  his  foul ;  '  O,  (faith  he)  I 
'  would  be  contented,  if  it  were  poffihle,  to  lay  an  only  ion  fo 
!  the  gtave  eeery  day  I  have  to  Bv*  in  the  world,  for  one  fofih 
*  discovery  of  the  lone  pf  God  as  I  now  enjoy/ 
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Shewing  indwelling  Jin  to  he  to  grace,  what  fireps  to  golds  ^ani 
how  the  foundnefs  and  unfoundnefs  of  our  hearts  are  difcovertd 
by  our  carriage  towards  it. 

SECT.    I. 

PRofperity  and  adverfity  pat  fincerity  to  the  trial ;  .  trot  no- 
thing makes  a  deeper  fearcb  into  our  bofoms,  nothing  lifts 
our  fpirits  more  narrowly,  or  tells  ns  whit  our  ftate  is  more 
plainly,  than  oar  behaviour  towards  that  corruption  that  dwells 
in  as ;  the  thorn  is  next  neighbour  to  the  rofe  :  Sin  and  grace 
dwell  not  only  in  the  Tame  foul,  but  in  the  fame  faculties.  The 
collier  and  fuller  dwell  in  one  room ;'  what  one  eleanfeth  the  0- 
ther  blacks.  Of  all  the  evils  God  permits  in  this  world*  none 
is  more  grievous  to  his  people  than  this :  They  fometimes  won- 
der why  the  Lord  will  fuffer  it  to  be  fo ;  why;  fnrely,  among 
Other  wife  and  holy  ends  of  this  permiffion,  thefe  are  lomc. 

TKey  are  left  to  try  you,  and  $0  hnmble  you :  There  is  no 
intrinfical  goodncfs  in  fin ;  but,  however,  in  this  it  occafions 
good  tons,  that  by  our  carriage  towards  it,  we  difcern  our  fin- 
certty.  The  touchftone  lis  a  worthless  ftone  in  itfelf,  but  it 
fervcs  to  try  the  gold  ;  1  Jphn  iii.  $>,  10.  •*•  Whofoever  is  born 
"  of  God.  doth  not  commit  fin;  for  his  feed  remaineth  in  him, 
*'  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God :  In  this  the 
"  children  of  God  are  manifeft,  and  the  children  of  the  devil  :* 
q.  d.  In  refpett  of  their  carriage  towards  fin,  the  one  and  other 
is  pfainly  manifefted :  This  is  that  which  fcparates  the  dro& 
from  the  gold,  and  (hews  you  what  the  true  ftate  of  men's  per- 
sons, and  tempers  of  their  hearts  is.  By  not  finning,  we  are  not 
to  dnderftand  a  total  freedom  from  it  in  this  world,  as  if  it  im- 
plied any  fuch  perfection  of  the  people  of  God  in  this  world ; 
that  is  the  Popifti  and  Pelagian  fenfe  :  Nor  yet  jnuft  we  take  it 
in  the  Atmioian  fenfe,  who,  to  avoid  the  argument  of  the  or- 
thodox, will  underftand  it  of  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
'What  a  ft  range  thing  would  it  be,  to  make  that  a  charafterifticai 
note  of  diftinftion  betwixt  the  godly  and  ungodly,  which  fo 
very  few,  even  of  the  moft  ungodly,  are  ever  guilty  of? 

But  the  manner  of  our  behaviour  towards  fin,  and  our  car- 
riage towards  it  before,  or  under,  or  after  thecQmmiffion  of  it, 
in  that  the  children  of  God  are  manifeft,  and  the  children  of 
the  devil. 
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r  Now,  there  are  five  things  relating  to  lio,  that  difcriminate 
and  mark  the  ftate  of  the  perfons  :   The  difference  is  difcern- 
ihle.  *   . 

"1.  Abftinence  from  fia. 
2.  Hatred  of  fin. 
In  our  <{  3,  Trouble  about  fin. 
4.  Subjection  to  fin. 
.5.  Oppofition  of  fin. 

SECT.    n. 

(i.)  HP  HE  grounds  and  motives  of  our  abftinence  do  very 
A   dearly  manifeft  the  ftate  of  our  fouls ;  what  they  are 
to  the  regenerate  and  unregenerate,  is  #ur  next  work :  And  let 
it  be  confidered,     , 

1.  Firft>  That  an  unibund  and  unrenewed  heart  may  abfiaia 
from  one  Aq,  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to,  and  ioconfiftent  with 
another  fin  :  For,  it  is  with  the  fins  of  our  natures,  as  it  is 
wjtb  the  difeafesof  our  bodies  t  Though  ail  difeafes  be  contra- 
ry  to  health,  yet  feme  difeafes,  as  the  fever  and  palfy,  are  con- 
trary to  each  other.  So  are  prodigality  and  covetoufnefs,  hypo- 
crily  add  profanenefs.  Thefe  oppofe  each  other,  not  for  mutual 
deftru&ioo,  as  fin  and  grace  do,  but  for  (uperiority,  each  con- 
tending for  the  throne,  and  (bmetimes  taking  it  by  turns.  It 
is  with  filch  perfons  as  with  that  poffefled  man,  Matth.  xvih 
15.  whom  the  fpirit  cafts  fometimes  into  the  fire,  fometimes 
into  the  water :  Or  if  one  fubdue  the  other,  yet  the  heart  is 
alio  fqbdoetf  to  the  vaflalage  of  that  luft  that  is  uppermoft  in 
the  foul. 

2.  Secondly,  An  unrenewed  foul  may  be  kept  from  the  com- 
miifion  of  fome  fin,  not  becaufe  there,  is  a  principle  of  grace 
within  him,  but  becaufe  of  fome  providential  reftraint  without 
him,  or  upon  him :  For,  it  often  falls  out,  that  wh«o  men 
have  conceived  fin,  and  are  ready  to  execute  it,  providence 
daps  on  the  fetters  of  reftraint,  and  hinders  them  from  fo. 


This  was  the  cafe  with  Abimelech,  Gen.xx.  6,  and  17.  com- 
pared, I  v/ith-heid  thee :  And  though  perfons  foreftraiQcd, 
have  not  the  good  of  fuch  providences,  yet  others  have;  for 
by  it  a  world  of  mifchief  is  prevented  in  the  world,  which  o- 
therwiie  would  break  out ;  and  to  this  aft  of  providence  wct 
owe  our  Jives,  liberties,  eftetes,  and  comforts  in  this  world.      ' 

3:  Thirdly,  An  unfound  heart  may  not  commit  fome  fins,  not 
fcocaufe  he  truly  hates  them,  but  hecauie  his  conftitution  in* 
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dines  htm  not  to  them  i  Theft  men  ate  rather  beholden  to  a 
gbdd  tetaper  of  body,  than  to  4  gnreiods  temper  of  foul.  Son* 
men  cannot  be  drunkards  if  they  would,  others  cannot  be  cote** 
ous  and  bafe ;  they  are  uracil  emtHori  foto,  of  a  more  refined 
metal  than  others  ;  bat  chafte  abd  liberal,  juft  dnd  fober  nature, 
is  bat  nature  (till :  The  bell  tiatuit,  in  all  its  endowments,  is 
bat  nature  at  the  beft.  '• 

4.  Fourthly,  A  gracelefi  heart  may  be  reftrataed  from  fin  by 
the  force  of  education  and  principles  of  morality  that  way  in* 
Allied  iato  it.  Thus  Jehoa(h  was  retrained  from  fin,  a  Kings 
affl.  t.  "  And  Jebaaffi  did  that  which  Was  right  In  the  figfit  of 
<•  the  Lrrtd,  all  the  d*y*  wherein  J  ehoiadah  the  prkft  inftf  tided 
«•  him*"  The  fear  of  a  parent  or  mailer  will  do  a  great  deal 
more  with  fome  in  this  cafe  than  the  fear  of  God*  The  infia&cd 
of  a  drift  education  rops  off  the  afcrtfceafcUa  of  budding  vtee* 
The  way  we  are  taught  when  ytmng,  we  keep  When  old:  TM* 
is  the  influence  of  man  up&tt  man,  not  the  influence  of  the  tfe* 
gtHJerating  Spirit  upon  fiteb. 

5.  FjftUr/j  A  grtcdeli  hdaf  f  may  be  kept  frdffl  fome  fins  bf 
the  fair  of  Am  events,  both  io  thte  world*  and  that  to  cotiie* 
Sfta  that  te  fcttoufed  with  iafrmy  and  reproach  *mong  men,  may 
on  this  groufid  be  fdrbote ;  not  totaufe  Gfod  hath  forbidden  h* 
but  tecwk  huila*  laws  will  p«*te  it,  add  the  fate*  wcfrfcl  will 
brand  ti*  for  it :  A&4  fom<*  l&Dffc  farther,  to  the  punifcrneirt  of 
fin  in  hell ;  they  ate  ft*  afraid  to  (In,  but  they  are  afraid  t* 
barn* 

Hera  fm  i*  Hke  si  fwedt  roft  itf  a  Wake  of  ttonts?  fain  we 
would  have  it,  but  we  are  loth  to  tear  our  flefti  to  com*  by  W 
It  isgaod  th&t  da  is  pfeflfited  afey  Waf;  but  to  be  kept  ofcthil 
ground  frorfi  fin,  ddth  n6f  argaef  the  eftate  <tf  tb£  p£rfen  tob£ 
goad  :  And  tbu*  you  ite  fetfe  of  the  groudd*  tm  which  garnti- 
rtcfl  arereftrafinedj  Mid  in  th*£  <r  the  efeftirdtf  of  tbe  d*tii  art 
"  toaaifeft." 

suet  fit  ; 

"RUT  theft  ire  grttfdds  of  abfUnerfce  frt>©  fid,  B*  Which 
■"  *  <h<*  children  of  God  are  aifo  mautfefted  *M  and  feck  art?. 
thefe  that  foH$w j 

1 4  Firjtt  A  fiocere  heart  dares  not  fid  becaufe  of  the  cyfe  atod 
fear  of  God,  Which  is  opon  hitn :  So  you  find  it  m  Job  xxxfc 
1,  aod  4.  he  durft  not  allow  his  thoughts  to  fid,  becatffe  btf' 
lived  under  the  awe  of  God'*  eye.  '  Kehcrriiah  darft  not  do 
as  former  governor*,  bad  done*  fhonqb  an  opportunity  ptefeai" 
ed  to  enrich  bu&fclfj  becaufe  of  the  fear  tf  pit  Cod,  Ncbc©.  v* 


I    %p  TM  fctrt  ett*  'lira  8S**«r  ito  *vm  <rf  fhtt  ^  Will  be  *4 

erafckntsotis  w&o*  tfo'difcGtfeFf  eair  be  ffiafde  ty  ita&tiufeti?  & 

i     tfatt  die  world  h»k«*i  on,  Let*.  *i*.  iri.    M,ftd«  rfialt  riot 

?.    "  curfe  tfce^lsaf*  rior  put  a^firirtin#-bfe<*fc  befbfetKe  BHitdJ 

«*  tat.  ftaift  fear  tBfGtf,-  I  aitt  <h<*  t<^d.w  , 

What  if  a  ittaA  do  <m#fe  ti|#  d*af,  the  deaf  <£6fitt H£rf  hirii* 
/,  and  wkte  if  hd  d©  put  a  ftemfcHilg-bfcck  before  the  blind,  th* 
•,  Uted  caatmot  fife  fehtt  >  Tftie*  but-  ©od  fefc*  hfflf,  God  Heat* 
s  tew  ;  that  is  ettetigtv  to  4  «kU?  tktft  hsfth»  1*6  ft&tf  df  Ad  Ltfrd, 
i     *p**hfehe*r& 

2.  $#m&fr  A*thefe*r^  (idd*  lift  dte  IcrW  <if  OWr  fti 
r  £rineipie6£  r«fttelwft!fiWif  fi^t»t»6fdurt^tfe*^hr.  TKW 
,  kept  back  jefep&fttttl  fi*,  G±n.  *rf*i*.  9.  •*  Plow  cart  I  d<# 
e  *  tfcis  greae  wictedncfe)  iil4  fin  tigatoft  God  ?"  ifafe  *a*  /J 
,  Me  fpcakV  a*  a  Hteft  iH* fail* tekrffdtf  bound  afc  &***  **&% tM 
:  goodnefe  attrf  1km  0*  G<frdr  dfef  Had Iteetf  nterffeflfcd  fe  h'ii** 
,  4L  A  Hath  he  <fcifcer#d  itu*  tmk  thtf  pfc  kM3  whid¥  ti*y  &**?-' 
o»bredbren caftm*  ?  Hfcfl*  lfcr  ia fo mitfacuiottd  si  w^tyi  *f. 
frine«4  oner  m  M  tfetehofitftf  £*d  pOWef  M  Egyfct?  ?  *tf4'n*ty 
»feera4i Us  kfarfftdk  amtf  !to*e  td  nflfe*  ftttttl fin  agtfinft  ISttl 
©fo^caftldb'dite  ag^rn*  (b  g^>dv fo  g¥acicki^ a <Sdd  ?  Stf 
phk  xevn.  t&  **  Y^  that  tort*  fbe  Loitf,  hat*  evil."'  LtfttfWitf 
Ory  *u*i*<  titc  hau*  0*  tfelftpfafctefy  fo  tBi# tffy  kiridfttfsf ttf tiif 
mend  t  Doft  thou  thus  requite  the  Lord  ft* all  }&$\&ftAhefc 
fe«?  ■      ■ 

S.  Ttricdfy,  As  the  love  of  God,  fo  the  intrinfical  evil  ani 
iirtefe  that  it'  lh  fin  keeps1  fcacfc  the  griciou^  ibttl  fo^rt^  it* 
Rom.  xii.  9.  ^  Abhor  that  which  fa  cvi^^rf**n>yi*Ti|  ^fl4n^»» 
fttte*itfa8heif  ftfetf :  Of,  mtAe  BVcftch  tranflktidtf  Hath*  it,  brf 
in  horror.  As  the  apprehenfions  of  hell,  fo  the  appreh£hfi«ii<f 
dPfittfttiprefe hbrror upon tH<* mitichWiii fan&fifed':  Nbthihg 
Awe  Ibathfome  to  an  lioly  fetd.  fts  averfatiofts  frofti  it  ate 
^itH  Ae'fiigheft  mdign^tion  arid  ldathing. 

4.  fmfthfyy  The  rim*we!d  nature  of  a  faint  retrains  hin^ 
ftoftt  fitt;  Gaf.  v.  1*7.  «  The  fpirit'lufteth  againft  theflefli^  fo* 
<*  that  ye  cannot  dd  the  thing  ye  Would."  Ye  cannot,  whjj 
tawnot  ye  ??  Beca*ufe*  it  is  againft  your  new  nature: 
-  Bdovedj;  This1  foi  V<sry  remarkable  thing  its  the  e*p«Hefrfce 
dt  athitnewed^rifdtiv  That,  Upon  the  rerfovjitiotf  of  meri's  tftifts 
dples;  thefr  delight's,  and  their  avfctf&ion^artd  loathing  art^ 
liid'quite  ctiofs1  and  oppbfite'  to  what  ttifey  w^te'fefore:  Ih  A^ 
cUriialftate,  vain  company  ahd  fihful'exeircifcfe  Wet<rth«rd^ 
Jightr.    ToJbefepartn^^^tfee^^dtiea'^  tHrdi:-' 
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tation,  heavenly  difcourfc  and  company ;  O  what  a  bondag* 
would  that  have  been  !  Now  to  be  tied  to  fuch  carnal  fociety, 
and  retrained  from  fuch.  duties  of  godlinefs,  •  and  the  fociety  of 
fhe  godly,  becomes  a  much  forer  bondage  to  the  foul.  i 

5.  Fifthly,  Experience  of  the  bitternefs  of  fin%  is  a  re- 
(traint  to  a  gracious  heart.  They  that  have  had  fo  many  fick 
days  and  forrowful  nights  for  fin  as  they  have  had,  ate  loath 
to.tafte  that  wormwood  and  gall  again,  which  their  foul  hath 
ftill  in  remembrance ;:  2  Cor.  vii.  11.  "In  that  ye  (brewed 
"  alter  a  godly  fort,  what  carefulnefs  it  wrought  I"  H&  would 
|KJt  grapple  with  thofe  inward  troubles  again,  be  'would  not 
have  the  chearful  light  of  God's  countenance  edipfed  again  for 
all,  and  much  more  than  all,  the  pleafures  that  are  in  fin* 

C.  Sixthly ',  Theconfiderationoi  the  fufferings  ofChriftfof 
fin,  powerfully  withholds  a  gracious  foul  from  the  commiffiod 
pf  it  5  Rom.  yi.  6.  "  Our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him,  that 
'.'  the  body  of  fin  might  be  deftroycd,  that  henceforth  we  mould 
"  not  ferve  fin."  Were  there  a  knife  ,o*  fword  in  the  houfe 
that  had  Ijeen  thruft  through  the  heart  of  your  father,  would 
you  ever  endure  the  fight  of  it  ?  Sin  wa^s  the  fword  that  pier-: 
qed  ChrhVandfo  the  death  of  Chrift  becomes  the  death  of  fin 
in  his. people.  Thus  tjie  children  of  God  and  the  children  rf 
the.  deyil  are  manifeft,  in  the  principles  and  reafons  of  their 
abftineace  from,  fin. .  * 

SEC    T.      tV. 


(2.)   Q*E<mdty9  They  are  alfo  manifested  by  their  hatred  of 
£j  fin.    This  puts  a  clear  diftin&ion  betwixt  them; 
for  no  falfe  or  unregenerate  heart  can  hate  fin  as  fin  $ .  he  may 
indeed,  <  ' 

1 .  Firfi%  Hate  fin  in  another,  but  not in  hxmfelf :  Thus  one, 
proud  man  hates  another;  Calco  fuperiiam  Platinise  faid 
Diogenes,  when  he  trampled  Plato's  fine  clothes,  under 
foot ;  I  fpurn  the  pride  of  Plato.  Sed  rhajori  fitperbiay  as  Pla- 
to fmartly  replied,  Thou  trampleft  upon  my  .pride,  but  it  ir 
with  greater  pride.  "  Why  (faith  Chrift  to  the  hypocrite) 
«*  beholdeft  thou  the  mote  in  thy  brothers  eye,  but  confider-, 
«J  eft  not  the  beam  that  is  in  thine  own  eye  V}  Matth.  vii.  3. 
How  quick  in  efpying,  and  rafli  in  cenfiuiiig  die  fmalleftfauk 
in  another,  is  the  hypocrite)  it  was  but  .one  fault,  and  that, 
but  a  fmall  one,  but.  a  mote  that  he  could  find  in  another; 
yet  this  he  quickly  difcerns :  It  may  be  there  were  many  eft 
cellent  graces  in  him,  thefe  he  overlooks,  but  the  mote  he 
plainly  difcerns.    J . 
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It  niay  be  that  mote  in  his  brother^  eye,  had  drawnmany 
tears  from  it,  but  thefe  he  takes  no  notice  of;  and  mean  white 
there  is  a  beam,  u  c.  a  great  horrid  flagitious  evil,  in  himfelf; 
but  it  is  to©  near  him  to  be  difcerned  or  bewailed :  This 'is  £ 
fad  fymptom  of  a  naughty  heart.     ' 

3.  Secondly^  Hef  may  hate.it  in  its  effetts  afird  cbnfequenfs ; 
not  in  its  own  nature  f  as  the  thief  hates  the  gallows,  not  the 
wickednefc  that  he  hath  done.  It  is  not  fin  in  itfelf,  but  fin  in 
its  connexion  with  hell,  that  is  frightful  to  him. 

The  unfound  profeflbr  could  wifh  that  there  were  no  fuch 
threatening  in  the  Bible  againft  fin.  When  fin  tempts  him,  I 
would,  faith  he,  but  I  fear  the  confequence.  O  fin,  could  I 
feparate  thee  from  hell,  nothing  (hould  feparatfc  thee  an<t 
me. '  '"*"*..,'' 

3.  Thirdly ,  He  may  hate  it  in  a  mood  or  pang,. but  not 
with  a  rooted  habitual  hatred.  It  is  plain  from  2  Pet.  ii.  22. 
That  fin  may  fometimes  lie  upon  the  confeience  of  an  unrege- 
jierate  man,  as  a  load  lies  upon  a  fick  ftomach 5  and  fo  he  may 
dlfcharge  himfelf  of  it  by  reformation,  reftitution,  &c.  but  a 
little  time  reconciles  the  quarrel  betwixt  him  and  his  luft  a* 
gain  :  If  they  fall  out,  they  will  fall  in  again  :  "  The  dog  re- 
fC  turned  to  his  vomit,  and  the  fow  that  was  wafhed,  to  her 
*'  wallowing  in  the  mire.**       '         .' 

But  an  upright  foul  hates  fin  in  another  manner ;  and  in 
this  hatrqd  of  fin  the  children  of  God  are  manifeft. 

i.Fir/t,  The  oppofition  of  fin  to  God,  is  the  very  ground 
and  formal  neafon  upon  which  a  gracious  foul  oppofes  and 
hates  it.  If  it  Jbe  oppofite  to  the  holy  nature  and  law  of  God, 
it  cannot  but  be  odious  in  his  eyes  :  This  cut  David's  hearty 
Pf3l.l1.  4.  "  Againft  thee,  thee  only  have  I  finned,"  q*  a\  I 
have  wronged  Uriah  greatly,  1  have  wronged  myfelf  and  fami- 
ly greatly^  but  the  wrong  I  have  done  to  others  is  pqt  worth 
naming,  in  comparifon  of  the  wrong  I  have  done  to  thee. 

a.  Secondly^  The  upright  foul  hates  fin  in  himfelf,  more 
than  he  bates  it  in  any  other ;  as  a  man  hates  a  ferpent  in  the 
hedge,  but  much  more  in  his  own  bofom  :  Rom.  vii.  23.' 
V  But  I  fee  another  law  in  my  members  j"  and  ver.  21.  u  I 
"  find  then  a  law,  that  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent 
f<  with  me :"  q.  d.  I  do  not  know  how  others  find  it,  but  I  am 
fore  I  find  fin  in  my  very  bofom,  in  my  very  bowels,  it  is  pre- 
fent with  tme.  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  A  gracious  foul 
dan  mourn  to  fee  it  in  others,  but  to  find  it  in  himfejf  pierceth  , 
him  to  the  very  heart, 

■        .;   . -    *  X  a    '  ■.    -  * 
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!*  Thirdly*  The  *rapipu*  foul  hates  xm  only  tkb  er  Jfct 
particular  £u,  but  tjie  whole  Wnd,  every  thing  tbpc  is  fio&sl 
True  hatred  is  ?rpM  T*  >«*>  *  pf  the  whole  nature  pr  kind^ 
f  faj,  qri*.  IQ4-  "  I  hate  every  fatfe  Wf"  &\*  ttlfawogt 
proceed  a  quatermi  ad  amne,  bomfkn  a*  fin,  CPHGtudu%g  agiW* 
tfrenr  fifl  i  fa*  tbit  arc  prpfitable  an4  Pieafcot,  9*  wdl  as  fins 
(bat  have  neither  prpfit  nor  pkafurcj  tin*  that  are  fecref*  an 
jwcll  ^8  ftnsfhat  a*e  ^pp>,  aq4  will  de&we  feifc. 

And,  before  this  trial,  a  &lfe  heart  canppt  ftand  *  for  hf 
#way$  indulges  few  li4;  There  i*  w  iq^uity  whujh  he 
fauapt  be  Separated  froiji. 

4.  Fwrttty*  The  fineere  foul  bates  flu  with  an  irreconrilc- 

{fcle  h*Wd*    Th«*re  was  a  time  when  6»  swd  bis  foul  fell  out> 
»ut  there  never  will  be  a  time  of  reconciliation  betwixt  thgjf 

Th^t  Vfaqh,  which  effe&ual  conyi&foa  pufeiuade,  can  nc? 
ver  be  made  up  any  more ;  **  They  will  v&um  no  more  to  f<4« 
?'  ly»"  Pfel-  Ux5w.  81,  And  indeed  it  fqe*uetp  thew  thatbavq 
(iiQJcred  fp  ipuch  for  fm,  that  have  enduwl  fp  many  fears  a#4 
(pjtpws  for  it,  the  greateft  folly  in  the  world  to  return  to  fin  a, 
gain :  No,  «Pi  they  a4mir$  the  tnercy  pf  their  efcape  fco*n  fig, 
£0  their  dying  day,  apd  peyer  liook  feaek  upon  their  former  ftafc 
but  with  fliame  and  grief. 

'4&  a  convert,  WpuJd  you  be  baek  again  where  once  yoo 
were  ?  Would  you  be  a.moug  your  old  po*npanious  again  I 
Would  you  he  fo W1K.0  g  the  lulls  of  the  fleQi  apn  ?  And  he 
vi#  tell  you*  he  would  not  run  the  hazard,  to  abide  one  day  or 
one  uijght  in  that  condition  again*  tp  gain  aU  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world  the  fiejtt  morning, 

5.  Ftfttfy)  The  fincere  fotvl  hates  Ca  with  a  Superlative  ha* 
#i# 1  W  hates  it  more  than  a*y  other  evil  in  the  world  be* 
fides  it,  ?ena!  evils  are  not  pleafaot  in  tfrerofcjve*,  but  yetif 
he  mug:  ^ndure  thejn,  or  fin,  jtben  fufferiqgs  to  ebufe  •  Heb, 
$.  as-  u  Chufipg  rather  to  {\)ff&  afiUflion  tha*  enjoy  the 
*<  pleaf^r^.  p{  6u  "  the  wojftpf  Offerings  rajther  than  the  heft 
of  fin. 

tf.  fixtktl*  To  cpnclude  1  {o  deep  is  tfee  hatred  that  uprigh* 
^as  beii  to  fin,  that  notbiug  pieces  then*  mote  than  tbd 
though©  oi  a  full  deliverance  from  it  doth;  Rojn,  vii,  34.  "I 
*  thank  God,  through  Jefu*  Chrift  qui  Lor4,"  What  doth  h* 
^p  heartily  thank  Cod  for  ?  Q  for  a  profpeft  of  bis  fiutol  deliver*. 
^9?  fym  Sty  *»wr  to  be  entangled,  4efik^  or  trqublcd  witk. 

*Ai».Rh*Jj|l».ap.4, 


Trwbfa  for  Sin  art  Tlrfoh  $f  <3tw*.  ?6f 

it  guy  'worn ;  And  this  is  o&e  thing  that  fweetenS  death  to  the 
£u*ts  as  *weh  as  any  thiag  in  the  world  can  do,  except  Chmft'a 
yiftpry  ever,  it*  and  lying-in  the  grave  for  us.  To  think  o£* 
grave  i»  not  pieafam  to  ittdf ;  but  to  think  of  a  parting -tim* 
wfcb.  6»j  itert  i*  fweet  and  pkafent  indeed* 

SECT-    V. 

(f-)npJfin^»  TbecWJdren  of  God  and  the  children  of 
^  the  dewil  $  pure  gold  and  vile  drafs,  are  manifeft,  as 
fe*  hatred  of  jfio,  fo  in  their  troubles  and  fbrrows  about  fin. 

All  trouble  for  fin  argues  not  fincerity  $  feme  have  rcafoia 
ft  te  tpoubkd  -even  for  their  troubles  for  fin :  So  have  they, 

i.ftrjt)  That  are  only  troubled  for  the  oommiflion  <A  foam 
pXHK  grofe  fins,  that  ftartle  the  natural  conference,  but  not  for 
inward  fin*,  that  defile  the  foul.  Judas  was  troubled  for  bc« 
paying  innocent  blood,  but  not  for  that  bafeluft  of  covetoufnefe 
that  w-aa  the  root  of  it>  ox  the  want  of  fincere  love  to  Jefiwr 
C^rifti  Matth,  xxvii.  4,  5.  Outward  fins  are  fins  majtrti  in* 
fami*>  of  greater  fcandal  |  but  heart *fins  are  oftentimes  ffw/V 
ris  rtatuf,  fins  of  greater  guilt.  To  be  troubled  for  grofier 
fine*  and  have  no  trouble  for  ordinary  fins  daily  incurred)  is 
an  ill  fign  of  a  bad  heart. 

2.  Sf&ndly ,  A  gracdefe  heart  may  be  much  troubled  at  the 
iji&overy  of  fin,  when  it  is  not  troubled  for  the  guilt  of  fin-; 
Jer.  ij.  ?&  «  As  the  thief  is  afhamed  when  he  is  found,  fo  i* 
«*•  the  boufe  of  Ifrael  afhamed."  Hence  it  is  that  they  ftick 
not  to  commit  ten  fins  againft  God,  to  hide  one  fin  from  the 
eyes  of  men.  It  is  a  mercy  that  fin  is  the  matter  of  men's 
{bame,  and  that  all  are  not  arrived  to  that  height  of  impudence 
to  declare  their  fin  as  Sodom,  and  glory  in  their  fhame :  Bin: 
10  be  aflmmed  only  hecaufe  men  feo  it,  and  not  with  Ezra,  to 
fey,  "  Q  my  God,  I  am  afhamed,  and  blufli  to  look  up  unt* 
<*  thee,"  Ezra  ix,  6.  afhamed  that  thou  fefcft  it,  is  but  hypoerifyv 

3.  Tkirtify,  A  gracekfe  heart  may  be  troubled  for  the  roi 
that  fin  draws  after  it,  but  not  for  fin  rtfelf,  as  it  provokes  Go* 
IP  inflift  fuch  rods. 

'  But  the  troubles  of  upright  ones  for  fin  are  of  another  kinA 
and  nature. 

*•  Firfty  They  are  troubled  that  God  is  wronged,  and  hie 
Spirit  troubled  by  their  fins:  So  the  penitent  prodigal,  ul 
*  have finaed  againft  heaven,  and  in  thy  fight,"  Luke  xy.  21. 
Againfl  heaven,  that  is,  againft  him  whofe  throne  is  in  heaven* 
9  great,  glorious,  and  infinite  Majefty !  a  poor  worm  of  die* 
%  mxtk  hath,  lifted  up  ins  feon<£  againft  the  God,  of  heaven. 


l€6  Troubles  for 'Sin  are  Trials  tf'draee. 

2.  Secondly  >  They  are  troubled  for  the  defilement  of  their 
own  fouls  by  fin  :  Hence  they  are  compared  in  Proverbs  xxv% 
26.  to  a  troubled  fountain.  Tou  know  .it  is  the  property  of  a 
living  fpring,  when  any  filth  falls  into  it,  or  that  which  lies  in 
the  bdttom  of  its  channel,  is  raifed  and  defiles  its  dreams,  ne- 
ver to  leave  working  until  it  hath  purged  itfelf  Of  it,  and  reco- 
vered its  purity  again. 

So  it  is  with  a  righteous  man1,  he*  loves  purity  in  the  preiept, 
Pfalm  cxix.  140.  and  he  loves  it  no  lefs  in  the  principle  and 
praftice :  he  thinks  it  is  hell  enough  to  lie  under  the  pollution 
of  fin,  if  he  fhould  neves  come  under  damnation  for  it. 

3.  Thirdly,  They  are  troubled  for  the  eftrangements  of  God9 
and  the  hidings  of  his  face  from  them  becaufe  of  their  fin.  It 
would  go  clofe  to  an  ingenuous  fpirit  to  fee  a  dear  and  faithful 
friend  whom  he  hath  grieved,  to  look  ftrange  and  fliy  upon 
him  at  the  next  meeting,  as  if  he  did  not  too w  him  :  much 
more  doth  it  go  to  the  heart  of  a  gracious  man  to  fee  the  face 
©f  God  turned  from  him,  and  not  to  be  towards  him  as  in 
times  paft.  This  went  to  David's  heart  after  his  falli  as  you 
may  fee,  Pfalm  li.  11.  "  Caft  me  not  away  from  thy  prefence, 
f*  and  take  .not  thy  holy  Spirit  from  me  ;**  a.  d.  Lord,  if  thou 
turn  thy  back  upon  me,  and  eftrange  thyfeff  from  me,  I  am  a 
loft  man  ;  that  is  the  greateft  mifchief  that  can  befal  me. 

.  4-.  Fourthly 9  Their  troubles  for  fin  run  deep,  to  what  other 
mens  do.  They  are  ftrong  to  bear  other  troubles,  but  fink  and 
feint  under  this :  Pfalm  xxxviii.  4.  Other  forrows  may  fof 
the  prefent  be  violent,  and  make  more  noife^  but  this  forrow 
Ibaks  deeper  into  the  foul. 

5.  Fifthly ,  Their  troubles  for  fin  are  more  private  and  filent 
troubles  than  others  are,  "their  fore  runs  in  the  night,"  as  it  is 
Pfalm  lxxvii.  2,  Not  but  that  they  may,  and  do  open  their 
troubles  to  men  (and  it  is  a  mercy  when  they  meet  with  a  ju- 
dicious, tender  and  experienced  Chriftian  tounbofom  them- 
felves  unto)  but  when  all  is  done,  it  is  God  and  thy  foul  alone 
that  muft  whifper  out  the  matter.  Ills  vere  dolet,  qui  fine  tefie 
dolet :  That  is  fincere  forrow  for  fin  indeed,  which  is  exprefled 
fecretly  to  Gpd  in  the  clofet. 

6.  Sixthly,  Their  troubles  arc  incurable  by  creature-comforts. 
It  is  not  the  removing  fome  outward  ptefiures  and  inconveni- 
encies,  that  can  remove  their  burden ;  nothing  but  pardon, 
peace,  and  witnefled  reconciliation,  can  quiet  the  gracious 
heart. 

7.  Seventhly ,  Their  troubles  for  fin  are  ordinate  and  kept  in 
A«r  own  place ;  they  dare  not  damp  the  dignity  of  Chrift> 
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Mood  ujon  their  worthlefs  tears  and  groans  for  fin :  t  Lava, 
lachrymas*  Dentine  :  Lord,  wafli  my  finful  tears  in  the  blood 
Of  CfcriuV  ,was  bnce  the  defire  of  a  true  penitent.  And  thus, 
our  trouble  for  fin  (hews  us  what  our  hearts  are. 

S  E  C  1\    VI.  ,  /  ;> 

(4.)T7*durt&tyf  The  behaviour  and  carriage  of  the  foul,  with 
'  A  refpeft  to  fubjcGion  to  the  commands  of  fin,  (hews 
•what  our  eftate  and  cpridition  is.  This  will  feparate  drofs  front 
gold.  All  unregenerate  meri  are  the  fervants  of  fin,  they  fub-t 
je£k  themfelves  to  its  commands.  This  the  fcripture  fome- 
times  calls  a  u  converfation  in  the  lulls  of  the  flefli,"  Eph.  hV 
3.  Sometimes  the  <c  felling  of  themfelves  to  fin,"  1  Kings'xxu 
ae.  Now,  as  f  a  judicious  divine  obferves,  though  the  children 
of  God  complain  with  Paul*  Horn.  vii.  14,  15.  that  they  are 
«  fold  under  fin,"  yet  there  is  a  vail  difference  betwixt  thefe 
two :  The  faints  are  fold  to  it  by  Adam>  but  others  by  their 
own  continued  cohfent.  But  to  (hew  you  the  difference  in 
this  matter,  I  conceive  it  necefiary  to  (hew  wherein  the  reign* 
irig  (tower  of  fin  doth  not  confift,  and  then  wherein  it  doth  % 
that  you  may  plainly  difcem  who  are  in  fubje&ion  to  the  reign- 
ing power  of  their  corruptions,  and  who  are  not.  Now  there 
be  divers  {hings  common  both  tb»the  regenerate  and  umegene- . 
rate  s  an<|  we  cannot  (ay  the  dominion  of  fin  lies  in  any  or  in 
all  of  them,  viz.  abftra&ly  and  (imply  considered.  , 

1 .  Fir/},  Both  one  and  other  having  original  corruption  dweU 
ling  in  them,  may  alfo  find  this  fountain  breaking  forth  into* 
grots  and  fcandajous  fins :  But  we  cannot  fay  that  hecaufe  ori«* 
ginal  corruption  thus  breaks  forth  into  grofs  and  fcandalous  fins 
in  both,  therefore  it  muft  needs  reign  in  the  one  as  well  as  in 
the  other;  a  righteous  man  may  "fall  before  the  wicked/'  a* 
it  is,  Pro?,  xxv.  16.  He  may  fall  into  the  dirt  pf  grofler  jm\ 
quities,  and  fiirnifti  them  with  matter  of  reproach.  So  did . 
JDavid,  Peter,  Abraham,  and  many  more  of  the  Lord's  up- 
ligmvhearted  ones,  whofe  fouls  nevertheless  fin  did  not  reigii 
over  by  a  voluntary  fubje&ipn  to  its  commands,  nor  muft  this 
embolden  any  to  fin  with  more  liberty. 
-  2.  Secondly 9  Though  an  upright  foul  fall  once  and  again  into- 
fin,  though  he  reiterate  the  fame  a£t  of  fin  which  he  bath  re- 
pented of  Kefore  j  yet , it  cannot  merely  from- thence  bt  cpn*: 
eluded,  that  therefore  fin  reigns  over  him  as  it. doth  oyer  a  * 
wicked  man  that  makes  it  his  daily  trade.    I  sonfeft,  every  re« 

•  Atfgufl,  f  Dr9  Reynolds, 


iwragion  of  fin  pats  ?  further  aggravation  npcifl  it  i  Aftikii 
ltd  we  ihottki  rspent  and  fin,  add  fin  and  repettt ;  but  yestyai 
m<^  Ppov.  *»v,  r6\  *  A  juft  man  fellerh  feven  ti«ie%  an4 
«  rifeth  up  agai*  :"  Jab's  friends  were  goad  iweiv  ye*  he  &B# 
tfyem,  "  Thefe  ten  times  have  ye  reproached  me,"  Job  xix.  3. 
This  indeed  fhews  a  heart  that  greatfy  needs  purging  $  for  it  is 
with  selapfesi  into  fpirituarf  ad  it  is<  with  refopfes<  into  natural  &< 
ferfes :  A  rccidivation  09  return  o#  the  difeafe  ftteife  that  the 
Morbific  matter  was  not  duly  parked  y  but  though  if  fhetf  A* 
feuihefe,  it  dbtb  not  aWnaysi  pme  the  Mfenefs  o^  the  heart. 

3^  Thirdly,  Though  die  one  map  be  impatfentf  ofthe  tcpt&A 
ofhis  fin,  as:  well  ae  the  other  ;  yet  that  atone  will'  dot  cofteftidrf 
fitttabe  id  foil  dominion  overthrown,  as  it  i*  over  the  other. 

it  is.  pity  any  gaud  man  fhooM  florin  at  a  jkift  rebuke  of  fin  * 
thot  fitch  a preciou*oil as<  is.  proper to  heal, fliorfd be cbnmtckf 
ttf  break  his  head*:  but  yet  ftefk  wit!  be1  tender  and  tourfry,  cverf 
in;  good  men*  Afe  was  *  good  maw,  and  yet  he  Was-wrOnV 
witfc (foe  prophet  wlw  reproved1  himy  as  you*  fiftd,  ?  Chron'.  xviv 
to.  yet!  doubt  not  bus  their  conferences  fltiitfe  them*  for ity 
when. pride  ftiflfers  not  another  to  do  it ;  arepi»ocf  maybe  wdP 
rimed  and  ill  managed  byranodheryand  fa  may- promote*,  bttf 
shey  will'  Bear,  die  voice  of  conscience  in  another  manner. 
•  4.  Fwrthtyy  Though:  in  both  fonte  one  partknfer  ffafflaf 
kave  mord  poWev  tban«  another,  yet  neither*  dbtir  this  atoa* 
conclude,  that?  diwrefor^that  fin  muft  reign  krone*  as  if  dbth  xvt 
anodien.  Indegdittoe  beiov^  krft  of  every  wielted'nruai  inking, 
everhk  foul;  liut«y6t  a»godlf  man's*  conftittitien,  calling,  dr. 
may  inclinr  him)  more  to^one*  fin  than  ansother  ;J  andyerneitheri 
tkat,  norany  othe*  may  befbidfly  bein  dominion1;  :fbr  thougtt 
Efevid^fpeateB  of  Wsiniquity^  kei  hi* fpecial-  fin*  Pfalm  xviuv 
13.  whidrfonw  flippofe  to  bethe  fin»of  lyings from*that  fad* 
mation,  Ffolht <wtx.  1-9.  yet  you  feehrone  pfeee  Be  begaGorf 
*y  keep  himfeoftpit,  and  in  the  ©the*  he  tdls1  US'  he  tepr  him*' 
fctffronvit,  and^both  fltew>herWa$  ndttthe  feiyantofit.*  x 

$ .  Fifthly,  Though  Beth'  may  fin  againft  knowledge*  yet  ft* 
will  not*  follow-ftom  thenctef j  tHa*  therefore  fins  agamftfcnow^ 
ledge  muft  needs  be  fins  iri  dominion  mthe'onej  as4  tMey-are  irf 
the  other;:  there  #as  too  much  light  abufedi  and"  viofence  of- 
fered irr  Btavid'fe  dfeliberated  fin,  as&  he  confefifetf,  FBI:  B.-8; 
and-  the  fed  ftb*y  itfelf  too*  plainly  fh£w$;iand  yet,  m-  tBri 
main,  David  was  an  upright' man  ftHH  thougftthis  confidera-' 
tion  of  the*fo<a*  (hrewdly  wounded  his-  iiitegrity^  and'INtac&up* 
on  record  for  a  caution  to  all  others*   ^ 
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sect.  vn. 

'  £  hare  feen  what  doth  not  infer  the  dominion  of  fift 
in  the  former  particulars,  being  fimply  cbnfidered;  I 
{ball  next  fhew  you  what  doth*,  and  how  the  fincerc  and  falfc 
hearts  are  diftitiguifhed  in  this  trial.     And, 

I.  Firfty  Afient  and  confent  upon  deliberation  note*  the* 
fool  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  fin;  when  the  mind  a]> 
proves  fin,  and  the  wiU  gives  its  plenary  confent  to  it,  this  fel* 
tip  fin  in  its  throne,  and  puts  the  foul  into  fubje&ioti  to  it  ^ 
for  the  dominion  of  fin  confifts  in  its  authority  over  us,  and 
oux  voluntary  fubje&ion  to  it.  This  you  find  to  be  the  charac- 
ter of  a  wicked  gracelefs  perfon,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  4.  H  He  devifcth 
«  mifchief  upon  his  bed  \  he  fetteth  himfelf  in  a  way  that  is 

*  not  good  ;  he  abhorreth  not  evil." 

The  beft  men  may  fall  into  fin  through  miftake,  or  be  pre* 
.  ^cipitated  into  fin  through  the  violence  of  temptation ;  but  to 
devife  mifchief,  and  fet  himfelf  in  an  evil  way,  this  notes  full 
aflent  of  the  mind;  and  then,  wof  to  abfor  eviU  notes  full 
confent  of  the  will  5  and  thefe  two  being  given  to  fin>  not  on* 
v  ly  antecedently  to  the  a&ing  of  it,  but  alfo  confequently  to  it, 
to  like  it  afterward,  as  well  as  before \  this  puts  the  foul  fully 
under  the  power  of  fin":  What  can  it  give  more  ?  ' 

This  (as  *  one  faith)  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  apoftle, . 
Roth.  xii,  u  is  to  prefent  their  bodies  a  dead  f^crifke,  un* 
holy,  and  abominable  to  God ;  acceptable  to  the/ devil,  which 
is  their  unreafonable  fervice :  all  men  by  Mature  are  given 
t*>  fin,  but  thefe  men  give  themfelvcs  to  it; 

a;  Secondly  >  The  cuftomary  practice  of  fin,  fubjefts  the 
foul  to  the  dominion  of  fin ;  yand  fo  «  he  that  is  born  of  God 
«*  doth  not  commit  fin/*  1  John  Hi.  9.  Fall  into  fin,  yea,  th* 
feme  fin  he  may,  and  that  often ;  but  then  its  not  without  re- 
lu&ance,  repentance,  and  a  proteftentred  by  the  foul  in  hea» 
Ten  againft  it;  fo  that  fin  hath  not  a  quiet  poffefiion  of  Ws 
fottl ;  he  is  not  the  fervant  of  fin,  nor  doth  he  willingly  walk 
after  its  commandments ;  but  fo  do  its  own  fervants  *  it  i* 
rfieir  daily  pra&ice,  Jer.  ix.  3.  "  They  proceed  from  evil 
««  to  evil." 

*  3.  Thirdly  f  Delight  in  fin  proves  the  dominion  of  fin.  So 
the  fervants  of  fin  are  defcribed,  Ifa.  lxvi.  3.  "  They  have  cho*- 
««  fen.  their  own  ways,  arid  their  foul  deiighteth  in  their  abomi- 

*  nations." 

♦Mr.  Caryl. 
Vol,  Vfl-  Y, 
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Look,  as  our  delight  in  God  is  the  meafure  of  our  hdlinefif 
fo  our  delight  in  fin  is  the  meafure  of  our  finfulnefc.  Delight 
in  fin  is  the  uppermoft  round  of  the  ladder,  and  '  much 
higher  the  foul  of  a  finner  cannot  go,  till  it  be  turned  off  in- 
to hell ;  "  It  is  a  fport  to  a  fool*  to  do  mifchief,"  Prov.  x.  23. 
Never  merrier  than  when  he  hath  the  devil  for  his  play-fellow, 
faith  *  one  upon  that  place. 

4.  Fourthly >  Impatience  of  ChrifVs  yoke  and  government, 
argues  the  ioul  to  be  the  fubjea  of  fin.  This  i»  Hear  from 
the  apoftle's  feafoning  in  Rom.  vi.  17,  18.  w  But  God  be 
*<  thanked  that  ye  were  the  fervante  of  fin,  but  ye  have  obey- 
«  ed  from  the  heart  the  form  of  do&rine  which  was  delivered 
«  you.  Being  then  made  free  from  fin,  ye  became  the  fcr- 
»  yants  of  righteoulhefs."  Where  you  fee  plainly,  that  no 
man  can  have  his  manumiffion  or  freedom  from  fin,  that 
comes  not  into  Ch rift's  fervice,  and  yields  himfelf  up  to  his 
obedience. 

So  then,  to  fret  at  Chrift's  laws,  that  tie  us  up  from  our 
1  lifts,  to  be  weary  of  all  fpiritual  employments  as  a  burden 
intolerable,  never  to  be  in  our  element  and  centre  till  we  are 
off  from  God,  and  plunging  in  the  world  and  our  lufts  \  this 
is  a  fad  note  of  a  fouUn  fubje£tion  to  fin. 

Obje£h  But  may  not  an  upright  fouljind  feme  wearinefi  in 
fpiritual  things  ? 

Sol.  Doubtlefs  he  may,  for  he  hath  fled  as  well  as  fpirit; 
and  though  the  fpirit  be  willing,  the  fleih  is  weak  :  he  is  £wc- 
tified  but  in  part,  and  his  delight  in  the  law  of  God  is  but  ac- 
cording to,  or  after  the  inner-man^  Rom  vii.  22.  But  he 
fees  another  law  in  his  members,  1.  e.  contrary  inclinations. 
However,  if  he  be  weary  fometimes  in  the  duties  of  godli* 
nefs,  to  be  fure  he  is  more  weary  out  of  thepi,  and  is  not 
centred  and  at  reft  till  he  be  with  his  God  again :  but  the 
carnal  heart  is  where  it  would  be,  when  it  is  in  the  fervice  of 
fin  ;  and  as  a  nfh  upon  dry  land,  when  engaged  in  fpiritual 
duties  ;  especially  fuch  as  are  fecret,  and  have  no  external  al- 
lurements of  reputation  to  engage  him  to  them. 

But  what  furprifals  or  captivities  to  fin  foever  may  befal  an 
upright  foul,  yet  it  appears  by  thefe  eight  following  particu- 
lars, that  he  is  not  the  fervant  of  fin,  nor  in  full  fubjeSiontf 
it.    For, 

1 .  Firji,  Though  he  may  be  drawn  to  fin,  yet  he  cannot  re^ 
fle£l  upon  his  fin  without  (hame  and  forrow;  which  plainly 

'  ■  ,     r  » 
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ihews  k  to  be  an  involuntary  furprree.  So  Peter  wept  bitter-  ' 
ly,  Matth.  xxvi.  75.  And  David  mourned  for  his  fin  hearti- 
ly. Others  can  fetch  new  pleafures  out  of  their  old  fins,  by 
refle&ingon  them  j  andforne  can  glory  in  their  fhame,  Phil, 
iii.  19.  fome  are  ftupid  and  fenfelefs  after  fin  ;  and  the  forrow 
of  a  carnal  heart  for  it,  is  but  a  morning  dew :  but  it  is  far 
other  wife  with  God's  people. 

,  2.  Secondly,  Though  a  faiht-majr  be  drawn  to  fin,  yet  it  is 
not  with  a  deliberate  and  full  confentttf  bis  will ;  their  delight* 
is  in  the  law  of  God,  Ronnvii.22.  w  They  do  that  which  they 
,  u  would  not,"  ver.  16.  u  e.  there  are  inward  diflikes  from  the* 
\  new  nature  :.aqd  as  for  that  cafe  of  David,  which  feems  to 
I  have  fo  much  ofcounfel  and  deliberation  in  it,  yet  it  was  but 
1  h.  a  Tingle  aft ;  it  was  not  in  thegencral  courfe  of  his  life ;  he* 
was  upright  in  all  things,  i.  e.  in  the  general  courfe  andtenour 
of  his  life,  1  Kings  xv.  5. 

3   Thirdly ,  Though  an  upright  foul  may  fall  into  fin*  yet* 
hei&reftleis  and  unquiet  in  that  cohdition,  like  a  bone  out  of 
;y  joint ;  and  that  fpeaks  him  to  be  none  of  fin's  fervants ;    as, 
•  on  the  contrary,  if  a  man  be  engaged  in  the  external  duties  of 
religion,  and  be  reftlefs,  and  unquiet  there,  his  heart  is  not 
„  in  it,  he  is  not  at  reft  till  he  be  agairi  in  his  earthly  bufinefs  9 
this  man  cannot  be  reckoned  Chrift's  lervant :  a  gracious  heart 
..  is  much  after  that  rate  employed  in  the  work  of  fin,  that  a  car- 
nal heart  is    employed  in  the  work    of  religion*     That  is  a 
good  rule,  Etxtantnm  dicuntur  inejfe^  quae  infunt  per  modufrt 

?uietis  :  That  is  a  man's  true  temper,  wherein  he  is  at  reft. 
W  David  fell  into  fin,  but  he  had  no  reft  in  his  bones  becaufe 

'  of  it,  Pfalm  li.  10,  1 1,  1 2.    If  his  heart  be  off  from  God  and 

,  duty  for  a  little  while,  yet  he  recollefts  himfelf,  and  faith,  as 
^faLcxvi.  7.  «Retup  to  thy  reft,  &  my  foul." 

I  4.  Fourthly,  Though  a  fi  ncere  Chriftian  fall  into  fin,  and 
commit  evil;  yet  he  proceeds  not  from  evil  to  evil,  as  the  un- 
godly  do,  Jer.  ix.  3.  but  makes  his  fall  into  one  Cm  a  caution 
to  prevent  another  fin,  Peter  by  his  fall  got  eftabliftunent  for 
the  time  to  come.  If  God  will  fpeak  peace  to  them,  they  are 
careful  to  return  no  more  to  folly  3  Pfalm  lxxxv.  8.  "In  that 

\ M  ye  forrowed  after  a  godly  fort,  whatcarefulnefs  it  wrought  ? 
4i  Yea,  what  fear  ?"  2  Cor.  vii.  11.  It  is  not  fo  with  the  fervants 
of  fin,  one  fin  leaves  them  much  more  difpofedto  another 
fin. 

5.  Fifthly y  A  fincere  Chriftian  maybe  drawn  to  fin,  but  yet 
k  would  be  glad  with  all  hi*  heart  to  be  rid  of  fin :  it  would 

y  2 
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be  more  to  him  than  thoufands  of  gold  and  (ilver,  that  he  might 
grieve  and  offend  God  no  more  k  and  that  (hews  fin  is  not  ii* 
dominion  over  him :  he  that  is  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  is 
loath  to  leave  his  Iufts.  oip'$  fervants  are  not  willing  to  part 
with  it,  they  hold  \%  fail,  and  refufe  to  let  it  go,  as  that  text 
expreffeth  it,  Jer.  viii.  5.  But  the  great  complaint  of  the  upright 
is  exprefled  by  the  apoftle  according  to  the  true  fenfe  of  their 
hearts,  in  Rom.  vii,  34.  '<  Who  (hall  deliver  me  from  th^  body 
*  of  this  death  ?" 

6.  Sixthly*  It  appears  they  yield  not  thcmfelves  willingly 
to  obey  fin,  in  as  much  as  it  is  the  matter  of  their  joy  when 
God  orders  any  providence  to  prevent  fin  ii>  them :  "  Bleffed 
f «  be  the  Lord,  (faid  David  to  Abigail)  and  bleffed  be  thy  advice* 
«  and  blefied  be  thou,  that  haft  kept  me  this  day  from  fl*ed» 
♦«  ding  blood,"  1  Sam.  xv.  32,  33. 

Here  is  bjeffing  upon  bleffing  for  a  fin-preventing  provi- 
dence. The  author  is  blefled,  the  inftrument  bleffed,  the  means 
bleffed.  O  it  is  ?  bleffed  thing  in  the  eyes  of  a  fincere  man  tq 
be  kept  from  fin !  he  reckons  it  a  great  deliverance*  a  very 
happy  cfcape,  if  he  be  kept  from  fin. 

~  7.  Seventhly  9  This  {hews  that  fome  who  *nay  be  drawn  to 
fommit  fin,  yet  are  none  of  the  fervants  of  fin,  that  they  da 
heartily  beg  the  afliftance  of  grace  to  keep  them  from  fin : 
<<  Keep  back  thy  fervant  from  pfefumptuous  fins,"  (£*ith  the 
Pfcdmift,  P(alm  xix.  1,3.)  «  let  them  not  have  dominion  over 
<*  me '"  q.  d*  Lord,  I  find  prbpenfions  to  fin  in  my  .nature, 
yea,  and  ftrpng  ories  too ;  if  thou  leave  me  to  myferf,  I  am 
tarried  into  fin  as  eafily  as  a  feather  down  the  torrent.  "  Q 
««  Lord,  keep  back  thy  fervant.'*  And  there  is  no  ^petition 
{hat  upright  ones  pour  out  their  hearts  to  God  in,  either  more 
frequently  or  more  ardently  than  in  this,  to  be  kept  back  from 

8.  Eight  My  1  and  Laftfyy  This  {hews  the  foul  not  to  be  un- 
der the-  dominion  of  fin,  that  it  doth  not  only  cry  to  God  to  be 
kept  back  from  fin,  but  ufes  the  means  of  prevention  himfelf ; 
J*e  refifts  it,  as  well  as  prays  againft  it  j  Pfalm  xviii.  23.  "I 
«<  was  alfo  upright  before  him,  and  kept  myfelf  from  mine  ini- 
*<  quity :"  So  Job  xxxi.  1.  "I  have  made  a  covenant  with 
11  mine  eyes  5"  a$d  yet  more  fully  in  Ifa.  xxxiii.  15.  "He 
¥  fhaketh  his  hapds  from  holding  bribes,  and  ftoppeth  his  ears 
V  from  hearing  blood,  and  fhutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing  evil.* 
$ee  with  what  care  the  portals  are  {hut  at  which  fin  ufeth  ta 
fpjfr^    Aljthefe  things  are  very  relieving  cpufiderations  tQ 
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poor  fouls  queftioning  their  integrity  under  the  frequent  fur- 
prifals  of  fin.    And  the  next  trial  no  lefs. 

sec  T,  via. 

(5*)  TTpfythfy,  Our  oppofition  to,  and  confli&s  with  fin  dif- 
JP  cover  what  we  are,  gold,  or  drofe. 
There  are  confli&s  with  fin  both  in  the  regenerate,  and  in 
the  unregenerate ;  but  there  is  a  raft  difference  betwixt  them, 
5^  will  appear  in  the  following  account. 
"  1.  Firjtj  There  is  an  universal,  and  there  is  a  particular 
oppofition  to  fin  :  the  former  is  found  in  regenerate,  the  latter 
in  unregenerate  fouls :  a  gracious  heart  hates  every  falfe  way* 
Pfal*  cxix,  104.  and  muft  needs  do  fo,  becaufe  he  hates  and 
pppofes  fin  as  fin  i  fo  that  he  can  have  no  peccatum  in  delicus% 
no  excepted  or  referved  lull,  but  fights  againft  the  whole  body, 
and  every  limb  and  member  of  the  body  of  fin. 

But  it^is  not  fowith  the  hypocrite  or  carnal  profeflbr;  hk 
Jiath  overcorne  fome  referved  fin,  that  he  Cannot  part  with* 

2.  Secondly,  There  is  an  oppofition  betwixt  the  new  nature 
and  fin,  and  there  is^an  oppofition  betwixt  a  natural  confidence 
i^ndfin ;  the  former  is  t|ie  cafe  of  an  upright  foul,  the  latter^ 
ruay  be- a  felf -deceiver, 

A  regenerate  perfon  oppofeth  fin  becaufe  there  >  is  feh  irre- 
concileable  antipathy  betwixt  it  and  the  new  nature  in  him, 
as  is  clear  from  Gal.  v.  17.  "  The  flefli  lufteth  againft  the  fpi- 
*«  rit,  and  the  fpirit  againft  the  flefii;  and  thefe  are  contrary 
i *  the  one  to  the  other."  By  fleih,  underftand  corrupt  nature ; 
by  fpirit,  not  only  the  fpirit  of  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God,  or 
principal  of  regeneration  in  man*  By  the  luffing  of  thefe  two 
againft  each  other,  underftand  the  defire  and  endeavours  of  each 
Others  deftru&ion  and  ruin*  and  the  ground  of  all  this  is  the 
contrariety  of  thefe  two  natures. 

Thefe  are  contrary  one  to  the  other;  there  is  a  twofold 
pppofition  betwixt  them,  one  formal,  <  their  very  natures  are 
oppofite ;  the  other  effe&ive,  their  workings  and  defigns  are 
oppofite,  as  it  is  betwixt  fire  and  water. 

But  the  oppofition  found  in  unrenewed  fouls  againft  fin,  is 
Slot  from  their  natures,  for  fin  is  fuitable  enough  to  that j  but 
from  the  tight  that  is  in  their  minds  and  consciences,  which 
fcarfes  and  terrifies  them.  Such  was  that  in  Darius,  Dan.  vi. 
14*  "  He  was  fore  difpleafed  with  himfelf,  and  fet  his  heart  on 
*'  Daniel  to  deliver  him ;  and  laboured  till  the  going  down  of 
i\  |he  fun  to  deliver  him."    Here  the  conteft  was  betwixt  fenfe 


174  Oppo/ttion  to  Sin>  a  Trial  to  Sincerity.* 

of  honour  upon  one  fide,  and  c6nvi£tion  of  cotifcieftce  upon 
the  other  fide.  . 

Sometimes  a  generous  and  noble  difpofition  oppofes  fordid, 
and  bafe  actions  :  Major  fam\  et  ad  majora  natus  ;  quam  ut 
corporis  met  Jim  mancipium*  I  am  greater,  and  born,  to  grea^ec 
things,  than  that  I  ihould  be  a  flave  to  my  body,  laid  a  brave 
heathen. 

3.  Thirdly y  There  is  a  permanent,  and  there  is  a  tranfient 
oppofition  to  fin ;  the  former  is  the  cafe  of  God's  people,  the 
latter  of  temporary  and  unfound  profeffors. 

The  faint  when  he  draws  the  fword  in  this  warfare  againft 
fin,  throws  away  the  fcabbard ;  no  end  of  this  combat  with 
fin  till  life  end \  their  life  and  their  troubles  are  finiihed  to- 
gether ;  2  Tim.  iv.  7.  «  I  have  fought  the  good  fight,  and  have 
w  finifhed  my  courfe." 

But  in  other  men  it  is  but  a  tranfient  quarrel  5  out  with 
fin  one  day,  and  in  another ;  and  the  reafon  is  plain  by  what 
was  noted  before ;  it  is  not  the  oppofition  of  two  natures ;  it 
is  like  the  oppofition  of  the  wind  and  tide,  thefe  may  be  con- 
trary and  make  a  ftormy  fea  to-day,  but  the  wind  may  come 
about,  and  go  as  the  tide  goes  to-morrow ;  but  in  a  Chriftian 
it  is  the  oppofition  of  the  river  and  the  dam,  one  muft  give 
way  to  the  other,  there  is  no  reconciling  them  :  but  the  other, 
"  like  the  dog,  returns  to  his  vomit,'*  2  Pet.  ii;  ult. 

4.  Fourthly,  There  is  an  oppofition  to  the  root  of  fin,  and  an 
#ppofitiori  to  the  fruits  of  fin.  A  gracious  foul  oppofeth  root 
and  fruit,  but  others  the  latter  only.  The  great  defign  of  an 
upright  foul  is  not  only  to  lop  off,  this  or  that  branch,  but  to 
kill  the  root  of  fin,  which  is  in  his  nature ;  Rom.  vii.  24* 
"  Who  ihail  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?"  But 
the  great  care  and  endeavours  of  others  is  to  fupprefs  outward 
afts  of  fin,  and  efcape  the  mifchievous  confequences  of  it :  Yea* 
their  ftudy  is,  as  La&antius  phrafeth  it,  Potius  abfcondere% 
quam  abfcindere  vitia ;  To  hide,  rather  than  to  kill  their 
lufts- 

5.  Fifthly j  There  is  an  oppofition  to  fin,  in  the  ftrength  of 
God9  and  an  oppofition  to  fin,  in  our  own  ftrength  ;  the  for- 
mer is  proper  to  real  Chriftians,  the  latter  is  found  frequendy 
with  unfan&ified  perfons ;  when  a  Chriftian  goes  forth  a- 
gainft  any  fin,  it  is  in  the  ftrength  of  God ;  fo  you  read  their 
rule  directs  them,  Eph.  vi.  10.  "  Be  ftrong  in  the  Lord;  and 
«  in  the  power  of  his  might :  take  unto  you  the  whole  armour 
*«  pf  God  :"  And  fuitably,  you  dial  1  find  them  frequently  up* 
on  their  knees  begging  ftrength  from  heaven  againft  their  lulls  4 
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2  Cor.  xii.  8.  "  For  this  caufe  I  befought  the  Lord  thrice," 
faith  Paul,  u  e.  often  and  earneftly,  that  the  temptation  might 
depart  from  him. 

But  others  go  forth  againft  fin  only  in  the  ftrength  of  their 
own  refolutions ;  fo  did  Pendleton  in  our  (lory  ;  thefe  refolu- 
tions,  or  vows,  which  they  have  put  themfelves  under,  are  as 
frequently  fruftrated  as  made. 

6.  Sixthly  %  There  is  a  fuccefsful  oppofition  to  fin,  and  an 
oppofition  that  comes  to  nothing  :  The  former  is  that  of  true 
Chriftians,  the  latter  is  found  among  unregenerate  men. 

The  work  of  mortification  in  the  faints  is  progreffive,  and 
increafing  :  Hence  Rom.  vi.  6.  '<«  Our  old  man  is  crucified 
"  with  him,  that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  deftroyed."  Sin 
dies  in  believers  much  as  crucified  perfons  ufe  to  die,  viz.  a 
flow,  lingering,  gradual,  but  fure  death';  its  vigour  and  life 
expires  by  degrees,  or  as  a  confumptive  perfon  dies ;  for  to 
that  alfo  he  alludes  here  :  There  is  a  difea/e,  which  is  called 
confumptio  totius,  a  corifumption  of  the  whole  j  and  thofethat 
die  of  that  difeafe,  languifti  more  and  more,  till  at  laft,  they 
dropfenfumjinefenfn,  by  imperceptible  degrees  and  fteps  into 
the  grave.  ' 

But  in  the  unregenerate,  whatever  conflicts  they  have  with 
jpn,  no  corruption  falls  before  it:  It  may  be  faid  of  them,  as 
the  church  in  another  cafe  complains  of  herfelf,  Ka.  xxvi.  18. 
"  We  have  been  in  pain,  we  have,  as  it  were,  brought  forth- 
«  wind.  We  have  not  wrought  any  deliverance  in  the  earth, 
«  neither  have  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  fallen."  So  it  fares 
with  thefe  profeflbrs ;  they  pray,  they  hear,  they  vow,  they 
refolve,  but  when  all  is  done,  their  lufta  are  as  ftrong  and  vi» 
gorous  as  ever :  No  degree  of  mortification  appears  after  all. 

And  thus  much  of  the  trial  of  our  fincerity  by  our  carriage 
toward  fin. 


C    H    A    P.      VH. 

Shewing  what  proof  or  trial  is  made  of  the  foundnefs  or  im- 
"  foundnefs  of  our  graces  by  the  duties  of  religion  which    we 
perform. 


SECT.    I. 


w 


E  now  come  (according  to  the  method  propofed)  to 
^make  trial  (rf  the  truth  or  falfenefs  of  grace,  by  the. 
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duties  we  daily  perform  in  religion.  And  certainly  they  aifo 
have  the  ufe  and  efficacy  of  fire,  for  this  difcovery,  i  Johnii. 
4,  5.  "  He  that  faith  I  Knew  him,  and  keepeth  not  his  com* 
•*  mandments  [is  a  liar]  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him :  But 
u  whofo  keepeth  his  word,  in  him  verily  is  the  love  of  God 
««  perfected :  And  hereby  know  we  that  we  are  in  him." 

This  is  a  practical  lie,  of  which  the  apoftle  fpeaks  here ;  by 
which  men  deceive  others  for  a  while,  and  themfelves  fore- 
ver ;  a  lie  not  fpoken,  but  done,  when  a  man's  courfe  of  life 
contradicts  his  profeflion.  The  life  of  an  hypocrite  is  but  one 
longer  or  continued  lie  ;  he  faith  or  profeffeth  he  knows  God, 
but  takes  no  care  at  all  to  obey  him  in  the  duties  he  commands; 
he  either  neglects  them,  or  if  he  performs  them,  it  is  not  as 
God  requires  :  **  If  they  draw  nigh  to  him  with  their  lips,  yet 
w  their  heart Js  far  from  him/'  Ha.  xxix.  13.  "  Thou  art  near 
«  in  their  mouth,  but  far  from  their  reins,"  Jer.  xii.  a. 

There  are  fome,  that  feel  the  influence  and  power  of  their 
communion  with  the  Lord  in  duties,  going  down  to  their  very 
reins  :  And  there  are  others,  whofe  lips  and  tongues  only  are 
touched  with  religion.  ■       / 

This  is  an  age  of  light  and  much  profeflion  :  Men  cannot 
now  keep  tip  a  reputation  in  the  fober  and  profeffing  world, 
whilft  they  let  down,  and  totally  neglect  the  duties  of  religi- 
on ;  but  furely,  if  men  would  De  but  juft  to  themfelves,  their 
very  performances  of  duty  would  tell  them  what  their  hearts 
are. 

SECT.    II. 

kf  O  R  there  are,  among  others,  thefe  following  particulars, 

F  that  do  Tery  clearly  difference  the  found  from  the  un- 
jpund  profeffor. 

i.  Firfty  The  defigns  and  true  levels  and  aims  of  mens 
hearts  in  duty  will  tell  then  what  they  are. 

"  An  hypocrite  airhs  low  $  Hof.  vii.  14.  "They have  hot  cri- 
M  ed  unto  me  with  their  heart  when  they  howled  upon  their 
u  beds ;  they  aflemble  themfelves  for  corn  and  wine,  and  they 
«-*  rebel  againft  rne."  It  is  not  Chrift,  and  pardefa,  for  ihorti- 
fication,  and  hpliijeft,  but  for,  corn,  and  wine;  thus  they 
make  a  market  of  religion  j  all  their  ends  in  duty  .are  either 
carnal,  natural,  or  legal ;  either  to  accommodate  their  carnal 
ends,  or  fatisfy  and  quiet  .their  confeiences  \  and  fo  their 
duties  are  performed  as  a  fin-offering  to  God. 

'  But  an  upright  heart  ha*h  very  high  and  pure  aims  in  duty; 
«  The  defire  of  their  foul  is  to  Godj"  Ifa.  xxvi.  8.    "  Their 
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«  fettl  follows  tad  after  God/9  PfaL  briii..8.  "  One  thing  have  I 

Hi  defired  of  die  Lord,  that  will  I  feek  after;  that  I  may         '      j 
*<  dweU  in  the  houfe  of  theLord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  fee- 
M  the  t^anty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple,"  Pfal.;  i 

xxVii.  4.   Thefe  are  the  true  eagles  that  play  at  the  fun,  and*  { 

will  not  ftoop  to  low  and  earthly  obje£ls*    Alas !  if  the  enjoy-  < 

men t  of  God  be  miffed  in  a  duty,  it  is  not  the  greateft  enlarge- 
.  ments  of  gifts  will  fatisfy  $  he  comes  back  like  a  man  that  hath 
taken  a  long  journey- to  meet  hi&  friend  upon  important  bufU 
nefe,  and  loft:  his  labouc  •,  his  friend  was  not  there, 

a.  Secondly^  The  engagements  of  mens- hearts  to  God  in  du-  | 

ties  will  tell  thenv  what  they  are ;  the  hypocrite  takes  lktle  heed  j 

to  his  heart,  Ifa.  xxix.  13!  They  are  not  aflli&ed  really  for  the  i 

hardnefs,  deadnefc,  unbelief  and  wanderings  of  their  hearts  ift  I 

duty,  as  upright  ones  are  5  nor  do  they  engage  their  hearts* 
and  labour  to  get  them  up  with  God  in  duty,  ai  his  people  do* 
«  I  have  intreated  thy  favour  with  my  whole  heart/9  faith 
David,  PfeU  cxix.  58L  They  are  not  pleafed  in  duty  until  they 
feel  their  hearts  ftand  towards  God  like  a  bow  in  its  full  be&u 
I  fay,  it  is  not  always  to  with  them ;  what  would  they  give 
.  that  it  might  be  fo?  But,  lurely,  if  their  fouls  in  duty  be 
empty  of  God,  they  are  filled  with  trouble  and  forrow. 

3.  7bhrdfy>  The  confeience  that  men  make  of  fecret,  as  well 
as  public  duties*  will  tell  them  what  their  hearts  and  graces 
are  j  whether  true  or  falfe.  A  vain  profeflbr  is  curious  in  die 
former*  and  either  negligent,  or,  at  beft,  formal  in  the  latter  1 
for  he  finds  ao  inducements  of  honour,  applaufe,  or  ofteata* 
t ion  of  gifts*  externally  moving  him  to-thera  5  nor  hath  be  a? 
ny  experience  of  the  fweet&efe  and  benefit  of  fueh  duties  in> 
ternally  to  allure  and  engage  his  (bul  to  them. 
x  .  The  hypocrite  therefore,  is  not  for  the  clofet,  but  the  fynar 
gague,  Matth.  vL  5,  6.  Not  b«t  (hat  education,  example  or 
the  impulfe  of  confeience,  may  fometimes  drive,  him  thither  } 
but  it  is.  not  his  daily  delight  to  be  there  5  his  meat  and  drinfc 
to  retire  from  the  clamour  of  the  world  to  enjoy  God  in  fer 
cret,  It  is  the  obfervation  of  their  duties  is  the  great  induce- 
raent  to  th|^  men  m perform  them;  andi  verily*,  faith  our 
Lord,  ver.  2.  "  they  have  their  reward,"  ***•#*■'>  they  have  it 
away,  or  they  ha#C  oa^rkid  off  all  the  benefit  and  advantage 
tha^evertfieyfh^li  have  by  religion..  Much  good  may  it  dp 
them  with  their  applaufe  and  honour,  let  theni  make  much  0/ 
that,  airy  reward^,  for  it  is  all  that  ever  they  ftall  have. 

But  now  for  a  foul  truly  gracious,  he  cannot  long  fubfift 
Vol.  VIL  Z 
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without  fecret  prayer.  It  is  true,  there  is  not  always  art  equal 
freedom  and  delight,  a  like  enlargement  and  comfort  in  tWer 
retirements ;  but  yet  he  cannot  be  without  them  ;  hfc'  finds 
the  want  of  his  feCret,  in  his  public  duties :  If  he  and  his 
God  have  not  met  in  fecret,  and  had  fame  communion  in  die 
morning,  he  fenfibly  finds  it  in  the  deadnefe  and  unprofitable- 
nefs  of  his  heart  and  lite  all  the  day  after. 
■  4.  Fourthly >  The  fpirituality  of  our  duties  tries  the  fincerity 
/<5f  our  graces:  An  unregenerate  heart  is  carnal,  whilft  en- 
gaged in  duties  that  are  fpiritual.  Some  men  deceive  them- 
felves  in  thinking  they  are  fprritual  men,  becaufe  their  em- 
ployments and  calling  is  about  fpiritual  things*  Hofea  ix.  7. 
This  indeed  gives  them  the  denomination,  but  not  the  frame 
df  fpif  itual  men ;  and  others  judge  thernfdves  fpiritual  perfons, 
becaufe  they  frequently  perform  and  attend  upon  fpiritual 
duties  i  But,  alas,  the  heart  and  ftate  may  be  carnal  notwith* 
ftanding  all  this.  O,  my  friends,  it  is  not  enough  that  the  6b- 
Jeft  of  your  duties  is  fpiritual,  that  they  refpeft  an  holy  God  * 
nor  that  the  matter  be  fpiritual,  that  you  be  cortverfant  about 
holy  things  5  but  the  frame  of  your  heart  muft  be  fprritual ; 
>  an  heavenly  temper  of  foul  is  necefiary,  and  what  are  the  moft 
heavenly  duties  without  it  ?  » 

The  end  and  defign  you  arm  at  mult  be  fpiritual,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  God,  and  a  growing  conformity  to  him  in  holinefs  \ 
elfe  multiply  duties  as  the  fend  on  the  fca-fhore,  and  they  all 
will  not  amount  to  one  evidence  of  your  fineerity.  u  God  h 
««  mj  witnefs,  whom  I  ferre  with  my  ftririt,"  faith  the  apoftle, 
Rom.  i.  9.  He  feems  to'appeal  to  God  in  this  matter.  I  ferve 
God  in  my  fpirit*  and  God  knows  that  I  do'fo;  I  dare  appeal 
to  him  that  it  is  fo  ;  he  knows  that  my  heart  is  with  hirh,  or 
Avould  be  with  him  in  rriy  duties:  The  arms  of  my  faith  do 
either  fenfibly  grafp,  or  are  ftretched  out  towards  him  in  mjr 
duties.'  O  how  little  favour  do  gracious  hearts  find  in  the 
moft  excellent  duties,  if  God  and  their  fouls  do  not  fenfibly 
mefet  in  them  !  ' 

Certainly,  reader,  there  is  a  time  when  God  comes  nigh  to 
men  in  duty,  when  he  deals  familiarly  with  men,  and  fenfibly 
fills  their  fouls  with  unufual  powers  and  delights.  The  near 
approaches  of  God  to  their  Jbuls  are  felt  by  them,  (for  fouh 
'have  their  fenfes  as  welt  afc  bodies)  and  now  are  their  minds 
abstracted  and  marvelloufly  refined  from  all  that  is  material 
and  earthly,  and  fwallowjfed  up  in  fpiritual  excellencies  and 
glories. 

Thefe  are  the  real  prelibatiens,  orforetaftesof  glory,  which 
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W>  man  can  by  words,  make  another  to  underftand,  aa  he 
Jiimfelf  doth  that  (eels  them. 

Thefe  feaibns,  I  confefs,  do  but  rarely  occur  to*hebeft  of 
Chriftians,  nor  continue  long  when  they  do  * :  Alas !  this  wine 
is  too  ftrong  for  fuch  weak  bottles  as  we  are.  *  Hold,  Lord,  (an 
«  holy  man  faid  once)  it  is  enough  thy  poor  cieature  is  a  clay 
.'  veflel,  and  can  hold  no  more; :'  This  is  that  joy  unfpeakable, 
and  full  of  glory,  which  is  mentioned,  1  Pet.  i.  7,  H.  Some-  * 
thing  that  words,  cannot  defcribe.  Thefe  feafons  are  the  gol- 
den,  f pots  of  our  lives,  when  we  are  admitted  to  thefe  near  and 
ineffable  views  and  taftes  of  God  :  Poffibly  fome  poor  Chrif- 
tians can  (ay  but  little  to  thefe  things  ;  their  forrows  are  exer- 
cifed  in  duties  more  than  their  joys;  they  are  endeavouring 
to  mount,  but  the  done  hangs  at  the  heel  1  they  eflay,  but 
cannot  rife  to  that  height  that  others  do,  who  are  got  Up  by 
their  labouring  faith  into  the.  upper  region,  and  there  diip&y 
their  wiugs,  and  fing  in  the  fun-beams;  But  though  they 
cannot  reach  this  height,  yet  have  they  no  fatisfa&ion  in  du- 
ties wherein  there  is  no  iatercourie  betwixt  God  and  their 
fouls.  * 

That  which  contents  another,  will  not  content  a  Chriftian. 

.  If  the  king  be  abfent,  men  will  bow  to  the  empty  chair  ;  but  if 

.God  be  abfent,  an  empty  duty  gives  no  fetisfa&ion  to  a  gract- 

.ous  fpirit.    The  pooreft  Chriftian  is  found  panting  after  God 

by  fincere  defires,  and  labouring  to  get  up  that  dead  and  vain 

heart  to  God  in  duty,  (though,  alas  J  it  is  many  times  but  thje 

rolling  of  the  returning  ftone  againft  the  hill)  yet  he  never  ex- 

pe&e  advantage  by  that  duty  wherein  the  Spirit  of  God  is  not; 

nor  doth  be  expeft  the  Spirit  of  God  fhould  be  where  his  own 

.fpirit  is  not. 

5.  Fifthly,  Affiduity  and  conftancy  in  the  duties  of  religion 
make  a  notable  uU&o very  of  the  foundnefs  or  rottenneis  of 
mens  hearts.  The  hypocrite  may  ihew  fome  zeal  and  for- 
wardness in  duties  for  a  time,  but  he  will  jade  and  give  out  at 
length  >  Job  xxvif.  jo.  "  Will  he  delight  himfelf  in  the  Al- 
«  mighty  ?  Will  he  always  call  upon  God?"  No,  he  will 
not.  If  his  motions  in  religion  were  natural,  they  would  be 
conftant ;  but.  they  are  artificial,  and  he  is  moved  by  external 
inducements,  and  fo  mull  needs  be  off  and  on  \  he  prays  him- 

Za 

*  It  is  a  fweethoor,  and  it  is  but  an  hour,  (a  thing  of  Ihort  con- 
<ro«#ace :)  The  feJifh  of  it  is  exceeding  fwett,9but  it  is  not  on^n    ! 
<taCfci(tiaost4(teit,    Bernard^ 


i.Bo  litligiout  Dutiet  are  tieart-eRfavtries. 

iclf  weary  of  praying,  and  hears  himfelfwfeary  of  hearing": 
His  heart  is  not  delighted  in  his  duties,  and  therefore  his  Aq- 
ties  m uft  needs  grow  ftale  and  dry  to  him' after  a -while.  There 
be  three  feafons  in  which  the  zeal  of  an  hypocrite  may  he  in- 
flamed in  duties* 

Firfti  When  forte  imminent  danger  threatens  Wm  ;  feme 
.fmart  rod  of  God  isfhaken  over  him ;  **  When  he  few  them, 
«*  then  they  fought  him,  and  returned  and  enquired  eatly  af- 

*  ter  God,"  Pfalm  tarviii.  34.  Othe  goodly  words  they 
•give,  Ae  fair  promiles  they  make !  aftd  yet  afl  Ae  while 
«  fhey  do  but  flatter  him  with  their  Kps,  and  lie  unto  him 

*  with  theirtongnes,"  -vcr.  36*,  37.  for  let  but  that  danger  pafe 
pver ,  and  the  heavens  clear  up  again,  and  he  will  reftrara  pray- 
er, and  return  to  his  old  couife  again. 

Secondly 9  When  tire  times  countenance  aftid  favour  religion, 
and  the  wind  is  in  his  back,  O  what  zeal  will  he  have  for 
God!  So  in  the  ftony  ground,  Mattfc.  xiii.  jf,  the  feed  fpftmg 
up  and  flourifhed  until  the  fun  of  perfecutkm  arofe,  and  then  it 
faded  away,  for  k  had  no  depth  of  earth,  no  deep  folid  inward 
work  or  principle  of  grace  to  maintain  it.   , 

Thirdly^  When  felf-ends  and  defigns  are  accommodated  and 
promoted  by  thefe  things.  This  wa$  the  cafe  of  Jehu,  1  Kings 
x.  16.  w  Come,  fee  my  Zfcal;**  for  what?  Forabafefctf- 
intereft,  not  for  God.  How  fervently  will  feme  men  prty 
preach,  and  profefs,  whilft  they  fenfibly  feel  the  incomes  and 
profits  of  thefe  duties  to  their  flefh ;  whilft  they  are  admired 
and  applauded  j 

Thefe  external  incentives  will  put  on  hypocrite  into  an  hot 
fk  of  zeal ;  but  th^n,  as  it  i%  with  a  man,  'whofe  colours  are 
raifed  by  the  heat  of  the  fire,  and  not  by  the  healthfulnefa  of  a 
good  conftitution,  it  foon  fades  and  (alls  again. 

But,  blefied  be  God,  it  Is  not  fo  with  all :  The  main  whofe 
heart  is  upright  with  his  God,  will  "  keep  judgment,  and  do 
«*  righteoufnefs  at  all  times,**  Pfal.  evi.  3.  Whether  dangers 
threaten  or  no;  whether  the  times  favour  religion  or  no; 
whether  his  earthly  intereft  be  promoted  by  it  or  no,  he  will 
be  holy  ftill,  he  will  not  part  with  his  duties  when  they  are 
ftript  naked  of  thofe  external  advantages  ;  as  the  addition  of 
thefe  things  to  religion  &d  no^at  firft  engage  him,  fetkefob- 
ftra&ion  of  them  cannot  difengage  him. 

If  his  duty  becoine  his  reproach,  yet  Mofes  will  not  forfake 
it,  Heb.  xi.  26.  If  he  lofe  his  company,  and  be  left  alone, 
yet  Saul  wiM  net  flinch  from  his  duty,  2  Tim.  iv.  16.  If 
bayard  formund  dqty  on  every  fid**  yet  Dame!  wi8  t»t  qofe 
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:it,  Dan.  vi.  to.  for  they  considered  thefe  things  at  firft,  and 
-counted  the  coft ;  they  ftiU  find  religion  is  rich  enough  to  pay 
the  coft  of  all  that  they  can  lofe,  or  fuffer  for  its  fake  *,  yea* 
and  that  with  an  hundred-fold  reward  now  in-  this  Kfe.  They 
■never  had  any  other  dcfign  in  engaging  in  religious  duties,  but 
to  help  them  to  heaven;  and  if  they  recover  heaven  at  laftv 
*vrhcther  the  way  to  it  prove  better  or  worfe,  they  have  their 
defign  and  ends ;  and  therefore  they  will  be  ftedfaft,  u  always 
**  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  as  knowing  their  labour 
-**  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord,"  i  Cor,  xv.  uit. 

6.  Sixthly 9  The  humility  and  felf-denial  of  our  hearts  in 
duties,  will  try  what  they  are  for  their  integrity  and  fincerity 
towards  God.  Doth  a  man  boaft  in  his  own  excellencies  in 
'prayer,  as  the  Pharifeedid,  Lukexviii.  io,  u.  "  God,  I  thank 
•<*  thee,  I  am  not  as  other  men :"  "Which  he  fpeaks  not  in  aa 
humble  acknowledgment  of  the  grace  of  God  which  differen- 
ces man  from  man,  but  in  a  proud  ostentation  of  his  qwn  ex* 
cdlencies.  Doth  a  man  make  his  duties  his  faviours,  and  truft 
to  them  in  a  vain  confidence  of  their  worth  and  dignity  ?  Luke 
xviii.  9.  Surely,  u  his  heart,  which  is  thus  lifted  up  within 
"  hhn,  is  not  upright,'9  Hab.  ii.  4.  But  if  the  heart  be  upright 
indeed,  it  will  exprefs  its  humility,  as  in  all  other  things,  ft 
efpecially  in  itstluties  wherein  it  approaches  the  .great  and  ho^ 
lyGod. 

Firft)  It  will  manifeft  its  humility  in  thofe  awful  and  reve- 
rential apprehenfions  it  hath  of  God,  as  Abraharn~4idy  Gen. 
xviii.  27.  " And  now,  I  that  am  but  dnft  and  allies,  (faith-  he) 
*«  have  taken  upon  me  to  fpcak  unto  God,"  The  humility  bf 
Abraham's  fpirk  is,  in  fome  racafure,  to  be  found  in  all  Abra- 
ham's children. 

Secondly)  In  thpfe  low  and  vile  thoughts  they  nave  of  them* 
felves  and  their  religious  performances  :  Thus  that  poor  peni- 
tent, Luke  vii.  38.  flood  behind  Chrift  weeping :  u  Yet  the  dogs 
««  eat  the  crumbs,"  faith  another,  Mark  vii.  2$.  "  I  am  mori 
**  brutiih  than  any  man,'*  faith  *  third,  Prov.  xxx.  7,  "  I  abbot 
«'  myfelf  in  duft  and  aflies,"  faith  a  fourth,  Job  xlii.  6.  an* 
as  little  efteem  they  have  for,  their  performances,  Ifa.  lxiv.  6* 
*<  All  our  righteoufnefTes  are  as  filthy  rags*"  I  deny  not  but 
there  is  pride  and  vanity  in  the  moil  upright  ones  j  but  what 
place  foever  it  finds  in  their  converfes  with  men,  it  finds  lit- 
tle room  in  their  converfes  with  God,  or  if  it  doth,  they  loath 
it,  and  themfelvet  for  it. 

Thirdlyy  But  efpecially  their  humility  in  duty  is  dificovered 
In  renouncing  all  thei*  duties- in  point  of  dependence,  and  re* 
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lying  entirely  upon  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs  and  acceptance.: 
They  have  fpecial  regard  to  duties  in  point  of  obedience,  but 
none  at  all  in  point  of  reliance. 

7.  Seventhly ,  The  communion  and  intercourfe  which  is  be- 
twixt God  and  men  in  duties,  notably  difcovers  what  their 
perfons  and  graces  are.  And  it  mult  needs  do  fo,  he&uifc 
what  communion  foever  the  hypocrite  hath  with  duties,  or 
with  faints  in  duties,  to  be  fure  he  hath  none  with  God, 

None  can  come  nigh  to  God  in  duty,  but  thofe  that  are 
made  nigh  by  reconciliation:  All  fpecial  communion  with 
Chrift  is  founded  in  real  union  with  Chrift; .  but  "  the  wicked 
4*  are  cftranged  from  the  womb,"  Pfalm  lviii.  3. 

But  now  there  is  real  communion  betwixt  God  and  his  peo- 
ple in  duties.  Truly  our  fellowfhip,  «#*»«**#,  our  communion 
is  with  the  Father  and  Son,  1.  John  i.  3.  God  pours  forth  of 
Jiis  Spirit  upon  them,  and  they  pour  forth  their  hearts  to  God. 
It  is  fenfibly  manifefted  to  them  when  the  Lord  comes  nigh  to 
their  fouls  in  duty,  and  as  fenfible  they  are  of  his  retreats  and 
•withdrawments  from  their  fouls,  Cant,  iii,  1,  4.  They  find 
their  hearts,  like  the  helidtrope,  open  and. (hut  according  to 
the  accefics  and  recefies  of  the  divine  prefence.  They  that 
never  felt  any  thing  of  this  nature,  may  call  it  a  faney,  but 
the  Lord's  people  are  abundantly  fatisfied  of  the  reality 
thereof. 

.    Their  very  countenance  is  altered  by  it,  1  Sam.  i.  18.  the 
lad  and  cloudy  countenance  of  Hannah  cleared  up,  there  was 
fair  weather  in  her  very  face,  as  foon  as  fhe  knew .  flie  had  au- 
dience and  acceptance  with  her  God.     I  know  all  communion 
.with  God  doth  not  confift  in  joys  and  comforts ;  there  is  as 
real  communion  with  God  in  the  mortifying  and  humbling  in- 
fluences of  his  Spirit  upon  men,  as  in  the  cheering  and  re- 
freftiing  influences  thereof.     I  know  alio  there  is  a  great  diver- 
sity in  the  degrees  and  mcafures  thereof:  It  is  not  alike  in  all 
Chriftians,  nor  ^riththe  fame  Cnriftian  at  all  times.     But  that 
real  Chriftians  have  true  land  real  communion  with  God  in 
their  duties,  is  a  truth  as  manifeft  in  fpiritual  fenfe  and  ex* 
perience  of  the  faints,'  as  their  communion  is  pne  with  ano- 
ther. 

8*  Eightlyr  Growth  and  improvement  of  grace,  in  duties, 
notably  differences  the  found  and  the  unfound  Heart.  AH  the 
duties  in  the  world  will  never  make  an  hypocrite  more  holy, 
humble,  or  heavenly  than  he  is;  but  will,  as  the  watering  of 
3  dry  ftick,  fooner  rot  it,  tb$n  make  it  flouriftung  Mid  fruit- 
ful.    What  was  Judas  the  better  for  all  thofe  heavenly  ft*-* 
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fHohs,  prayers,  and  difcourfes  of  Chrift  which  he  heartl  ?  Aim! 
'What  will  thy  foul  be  the  better  for  all  the  duties  thou  perform- 
«ft  weekly  and  daily,  if  thy  heart  be  unfound  ?  It  is  plain,  from 
•Job  xv.  4  there  muft  be  an  implantation  into  Chrift,  before, 
there  can  be  an  improvement  in  fruitful  obedience.  And  it 
is  as  plains  from  i  John  ii.  14.  that  the  virtues  of  ordinances 
muft  remain  ;  the  efficacy  and  powers  that  we  fometimes  feel- 
under  them,  muft  abide  and  remain  in  the  heart  afterwards,  or 
we  cannot  grow,  and  be  made  fruitful  by  them. 

♦  But  the  falfe  profeflbr  is  neither  rooted  in  Chrift  by  union, 
with  him,  nor  doth,  or  can  retain  the  virtue  of  ordinances  with  ^ 
in  him  \  but,  like  one  that  views  his  face  in  a  glafs,  quickly 

,  forgets  what  manner  of  man  he  was;  his  head  indeed  may* 
grow,  his  knowledge  may  increafe,  but  he  hath  a  dead  and 
withered  heart. 

But  as  the  faints  have  real  communion  with  God  in  duties,' 
fo  they  do  make  improvements  anfwerable  thereunto :  There 
is  more  certainly  a  ripening  Qf  their  graces  that  way ;  achang* 
ing  or  gradual  transformation  from  glory  to  glory  5  a  fpring- 
irtg  up  to  that  full  ftature  erf  the  man  in  Chrift.  "  They  that? 
"  are  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  {hall  flourifh  in  the 
u  courts  of  our  God,"  Pfaf.  xcii.  13,  14.  Therein  pure 
and  fincere  milk  in  the  breafts  of  ordinances ;  a  believer  fucks 
the  very  breafts  of  Chrift  in  his  duties,  and  doth  grow  thereby, 
1  Pet.  ii.2.  they  do  grow  moreand  more  judicious,  experienced, 
humble,  mortified,  and  heavenly,  by  converting  with 'the  Lord 
fo  frequently  in  his  appointments. 

There  is,  I  confefs,  a  more  difcernable  growth  and  ripening 
in  fome  Chriftians,  than  in  others :  The  faith  of  fome  groweth 
exceedingly,  2  ThefT.  i.  3.  others  more  flowly,  Heb.  v.  12. 
but  yet  there  are  improvements  of  grace  in  all  upright  ones  : 
habits  are  more  deeply  radicated,  or  fruits  of  obedience  ritore 
increafed. 

•  Obje£L  If  any  upright  foul  be  Jltimbled  at  this^  as  not  being 
able  to  difcern  the  incteafe  of  his  graces^  after  hll  his  du- 
ties. 

Sol.  Let  fuch  confider  the  growth  of  grace  is  difcerned  as 
the  growth  of  plants  is,  which  we  perceive  rather  creviffe^  quam 
crefcere  \  to  have  grown,  than  to  grow  :  Compare  time  paft 
and  prefent,  and  you 'may  fee  it ;  but  ufually  our  eager  .tie- 
fires  after  more,  make  us  overlook  what  we  have  as  nothing*    , 

9,  Ninthly,  The  affiftances  and  influences  of  the  Spirit  in  du- 
ties, fhews  us  what  we  are  ;  no  vital  fan£tifying  influences  cai^ 
•fall  upoft  carnal  hearts  in  duties  :  The  Spirit, helps  not  their 
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jnftrmttieft,  »<>*  makes  interceffion  for  them  with  groaning* 
which  cannot  be  uttered,  as  he  doth  for  his  own  people,  Rom. 
toi.  20^  27.  They  have  his  afliftances  in  the  way  of  commoa 

tifth ty*  »ot  m  the  way of  fpecial  ?racc :  He  may  ^na^t. 

them  U> preach  judicioutty,  not.experimentajly  5  -to  pray  ordedy 
and  neatly,  not  feelingly,  bdievingly,  and  broken-heartedly  i 
u  For  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of.God,  they  are  the  fons 
u  of  God>"  R«t»-  viii-  *4--He  never  fo  affifta,  hut  where  he 
hath  fitft  (anaified.  Carnal  men  furnifti  the  materials  of  thei* 
duties  out  of  the  ftrength  of  their  part* ;  a  ftrong  memory,  a 
•ood  invention  are  the  fountains  whence  they  draw. 

But  it  is  otherwife  with  fouls  truly  gracious  j  they  have  or- 
dinarily a  threefold  affiftance  from  the  Spirit  in  reference  to 

tfceir  duties.       •  _       ^  .    '     , .       x*    '  c~i 

Firft*  Before  duties,  exciting  them  to  it,  malang  them  fee* 

their  used  qf  it,   like  the  call  of,  an  empty  ftomachi  Pfelm 

xxvii.  8,  "Thou  faidft,  Seek  my  face ;  my  heart   anfwercd, 

*  Thy  fcoe,  Lord,  will  I  feek/V 

Secondly  y  In  their  duties    furniihing  both  matter  and  altec* 

turn,  as  in  that  text  lately  cited,  Rom,  viii.  26.  guiding  them 

not  only  what  to  aft,  but  how  t*aik. 

fhir&pt  After  their  duties,  helping  them  not  only  tqfuppreft 

the  pride  afld  vanity  of  their  fpirits,  but  alfo  to  wait  on  God  for 

the  accompUftnnent  of  their  defies. 
'      Now,  though  all  thefe  thiogst  wherem  the  fincenty  of  ©nr 

hearts  is  tri«4  in  duties,  be  found  in  great  variety  (as  to  degrees) 

among  faints,  yet  they  are  r&yfteries  unknown  by  experience 

Xo bother  -men. 


C    H    A    P.      VHI, 

Opening  the  trials  vfjincerity  andhypocrify>  tyjkferhgf  vfon 
theatvQuntqf  religion* 

■     SJCT.'L    • 

^TJL  T"E  are  now  arrived  at  the  laft  trial  of  grace  propounded, 
\(Y      viz.  by  (ufferings  for  religion. 

Thoufands  of  hypocrites  embark  themfelves  in  the  profeffiou 
of  "religion  in  a  calm  *,  but  if  the  wind  rtfeth,  and  the  fea>rageth, 
sod  they  fee  religion  will  not  tranfport  them  fafely  tp  the  cape 
of  their  earthly  hopes  and  expectations,  they  Refute  to  be  landed 
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Agim  &  fcon  a$  p&f  be*  far  they n^r  intend*^  ft>  Wfc  J0** 
a  ftorm  for  Chrift :  So  you  find>  Matth.  xiii.  *q,  %i.  *  Htfeft* 
cc  dVM^#*&T  i*  whUej  Jwitfjiep  tribulation  of perfection 
c<  jarifeth.bewife  of  d#  word,  ty  aad  $>y  he  is  oflended." 

Jfot  y#  it  13  jgtot  $v$ry  trfal  by  (veerings  that  Separates  go# 
f*9m  drp&  >  ajulthef^for^e  my  bu&nds  w;V  te  jo.fljew, 

1 .  FirA  Wh W  tfo  fir*  tf  iW*Wg*  ap<j  perflation  Is  hcjt 
,^nd  y^tiegwt  e*o#gh  to  fcpar#p  t^cm.  ; 

2.  Secondly  1  WJiy  it  jamft  needs  4ifc9Kf hyjHacrify  whenjt 
**  ^  tfcat  height. 

3.  TAirdfy,  Wbat  advance*  £*£**  gRC*  b#b  to  qndtu? 
^arfev^a^frafptij^  '  , 

JB  S  <J  T>    H. 

.1 '  "\T  P  W  &e  foe  of  perfaaition,  or  fy^erijlgs  .for  sftJigV- 
J3J  ,on,  maybe  judged  inijepfc,  and;bigh  enough  to  fc- 
jpar^jye  gold  and  djo/s  | 

//#?*  When  retfgjo*  expofes  ps  to  in^mine^t  hazard  of  oytf 
,£eepsft,an4  ^earcft  injerelj*  in  this  wpiid :  Such  .are  -our  liber* 
ties,  eftates  and  lives :  Then  it  is  a  fierce  and^ery  trial  indeed. 
£tapeti[&es  jtxjtpofes  *hc  Ube,rties  of  i^sproft^Tor^  Rev.  ii.  10. 
-**  Tbe,d£vil  jDudl  cpft/o/ne  of  you  into  prifon."  .Sometjinqs 
jheir  jdtaea,  #<&.  x.  34.  "  Y*  took  joyfully  $be  jppUinsg  gf 
*'  ££***  8°°*k*"  ^  fowtiinc?  tljqyr  lives,  Heb.  xi.  37* 
«  They.wwdNie4>  tbey  y^e  &vn  a,fw<^#  they  {were  dain 
«c  with  the  fworoV'  Whilft  it  goes  no  higher  than  <foipe  fjnajl 
insQavenjeqcie*  of  Jifc,  reputation  andJfinfe  of  honour  <wili 
Jbpjd  *  falfe  heart ;  but  .wjicn  it  comes  to  this,  few  will  be 
Jfo,nnd  able  to  endure  #,  but  thofe  that  ,expe<&  to  fave  no  mo^s 
by  religion  but  ^hrir  fp^ul^  ai»d  account  thcrnjfelves  in  good 
$afa  iftbey  can  but  C^p  A«n  with  the  lofstf  all  th*  is  de^r 
tp,tbem  in  tin*  jwcorid. 

JJejce  the  filfe  heatt  i>qggk*£  fcrc  it  nfraUy  jades  and  ^Mi- 
ters. 

Stcwdly,  The  fiery  trial, is  qhen  high*  when  there  remain^ 
no  vifible  hopes  of  deliverance,  or  outward  encouragements  ^0 
fenfe,  that  the  (bene  wiU  alt$r.  Whgn  "  we  fee  not  our  fignt* 
<(  there  is  no  more  any  prophet,  nor  any  that  can  tdt  lis  how 
"  Jo«g»"  w  *c  .cafe  with  #c  «bir(*  ?r^  .EfcUxik.  9,  Th^t 
jtbeir  .bauds  hang  4pw%  aj»d  their  iw##s  faint :  Nor  is  k  to  be 
Ao*idwli%  ,wW  tteJte»glKof  tyouW^  jwrefo  fore  a  tewp- 
t^tiw  even  to  the  upright,  top^t  forth  tb^ir  bands  toviniq^- 
Xy>;  ,asitisp&l..c.x»r>  3.  Jf  fuQh  ^^inp^tiop  (h»kci"urfi.«^l 
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is  build  on  the  rock,  it  muft  quite  overturn  thofe  whofe  &w-> 
dationis  butfand. 

Thirdly  %  When  a  felfe  profeffor  is  engaged  alone  in  ferffer- 
ings,  and  is  fingied  out  front  the  herd,  as  a  deer,  to  be  ruit 
down,  now  it  is  a  thoiHand  to  one  birf  he  quits  religion  to 
fave  himfelf :  Good  company  will  encourage  a  faint-hearted 
traveller  to  jog  on  a  great  way  ;  but  if  he  be  forfaken  by  all, 
as  Paul  was,  no  man  to  (land  by  him  *t  if  left  alone?  as  Elijah 
was,  what  can  encourage  him  so  hold  out  ? 

Indeed,  if  they  had  the  fame  invifible  fupports  thofe  good 
men  hstri,  rhat  the  Lord  was  with  them,  that  would  keep  «hem 
fteady ;  buj  wanting  that  encouragement  from  within,  and  afl 
ihrinking  away  from  without,  they  quickly  tire  downright. 

Fourthly,  When  near  relations  and  intimates  ojjpofe  and 
tempt  us.  The  prophet  fpeaks  of  a  rime  **  when  a  man's  cne- 
*"  ihics  (hall  be  the  men  of  his  ©war  houfe  j9  k  may  be  the 
wife  of  his  bofom>  Micah  vii.  5, 6.  O  what  a  trial  is  that  Which 
Chrift  mentions  in  Luke  xiv.  26.  when  we  m«ft  hate  father 
and  mother,  wife  and  children*  or  quit  chirm  to  Chrift  and 
heaven  !  This  is  hard  work  indeed* 

How  hard  did  that  truly  noble  and  renowned  Galeacius 
Carracciohis  find  this !  O  what  a  conflict  found  he  in  his 
bowels !!  &ow  Chrift  and  our  deareft  inteteft  come  to  meet  like 
two  men  upon  a  narrow  bridge ;.  if  one  go%  forward,  the  other 
♦muft  go  back,  and  now  the  predominate  ihtereft  can  no  longer 
be  concealed* 

Fifthly,  Whenr  powerful  temptations  are  mixed  with  creel 
fufferings  •,  when  we  are  ftrowgly  tempted,  as  well  as  cruelly 
perfecuted:  This  blows  up  the  fire  to  a  vehement  height.  Thfo 
was  the  trial  of  thofe  precious  primitive  believers,  Heb.  xf.  35, 
37.  •*  Thejrwere  ftoned,  they  were  fawn  afunder,  they  were 
«<  tempted."  Here  was  life,  liberty,  and  preferment  fet  up- 
on 011  e  hand,  and  death,  in  the  moft  formidable  ftape,  upon 
the  other.  This  cannot  but/be  a  great  trial  to  any,  but  efpe- 
cially  when  a  cruel  death,  and  tender  temper  meet,  then  the 
trial  goes  high  indeed. 

SECT.    E 

a*  A  N  D  that  fuch  fufferings  as  thefe  will  ,difcover  the 
XX.  fnlfencfs  and  rottennefs  of  mens  hearts,  cannot  be 
doubted :  If  you  confider  that  this  is  the  fife  defigned  by  God,  for 
this  vety  «fe  and  purpofe,  to  feparate  the  gold  from' the  dro6; 
fe  von  will  find  it,  1  Pet.  iv.  12.  "  Beloved,  thin*  ft  not 
♦«  ftrangc  concerning  the  fiery-trial  which  is  to  try  y<m>"  i.  t* 
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liie.very  defign  and  aim  of  providence  in  permitting  and  or-, 
derin§  them,  is  to  try  you*  ,  The  defign  of  Satan  is  to  defbroy, 
you .;  but  God's  defign  is  to.  try  you.  Upon  this  account  your 
-find  the  hour  of  perfecution  (in  a  fflitable  notion)  called  "  the. 
*>  hour  of  temptation  or  probation,"  Rev.  iii.  jo.  for  then  pro-, 
feflbrs  are  fifted  to  the  very  bran  ;  fearched  to  the  very  ootv 
torn  principles*  *  M  This  is  the  day  that  burns  as  an  oven,  in 
««  which  all  the  proud,  and  all  .that  do  wickedly,  (hall  be  as* 
*  ftubMe,",Mal.  iv.j.    Fpr,  .  .    ••     *, 

i.  Firfi9  In  that  day  the  predominant  inter  eft  muft  appear, 
and  be  discovered :  It  can  be  concealed  no  logger, ;  "  No  man 
"  canfervc  Xwo  matters,"  kith  Chrift,  Luke  xvi.  13.  A  man 
may  ferve  many  mailers,  if  they  all  command  the  fame  things,, 
or  things  fubordinafie  to  each  other  5  hut  he  cannot  ferve  two 
.  mailers.,  if  their  commands  clafli  and  interfere  with  each  oT 
jther  ;  And  fuch  are  the  commands  of  Chrift.and  the  fleih  in  a, 
buffering  hour.  Chrift  faith,  "  Be  thou  faithful  to  the  deaths 
the  fle(h  faith,  Spane  ihyfelf^  and  fecure  the  comforts  of  life. 
Chrift  faith,  "  He  .that  lovefch  father  or  malher,  wife  orchil- 
f4  dren,  lands  or.  inheritance  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of 
"  me."  Flcfti  faith,  He  that  will  grieve  and  break  the,  heart 
of  fucb  dear  relation*)  andforfake,  when  he  might,  keep  fuck 
earthly  accommodations r  is  not  worthy  of  them. 
.  TJ^s  .die  two  intereiis  come  in  fujl  oppqfition  ;  and  now 
•have  but  ftatienoe  to  wait  a  little,  and  you  ftiall  difcern  which 
is  predominant.  A  dog  follows  two  men,  while  they  both, 
-walk one  way,  and  you  knopv  not  which,  of  the  two  is  his  ma- 
tter j  ftay  but  a  little  till  their  path  parts,  and  then  you  iba]J> 
quickly  lee  whofc  his  matter:  &e  is  it  in  this  .cafe,  ; 

2.  Secondly,  In  that  day  fenfible  fupports  fail,  and  all  a -man's 
.relief  comes  in  by  *he  pure  and  immediate  a&ings  of  faith; 
.and  were' it  not  for  thoft;  reliefs,  Tus  heart  would  foon  faint  *nd 
die.away  under  difcouragements,  a  Cos.  wr.  1 7,  1 8.  "  We  faint 
>"  not  whilft  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen,  for  they 
"  are  temporal,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  feen,  for  they  are 
*«  eternal,"  q.  d.  If  we  keep  not  our  eye  intently  fixed  upon  the 
,  invifible  and  eternal  things  in  the  coming  world;  we  fhall  feel 
ourfclves  fainting  and  dying  away  under  the  many  troubles 
;and  afflictions  of  this  world.  "  I  had  fainted  (faith  holy  David) 
u  if  I  had  not  believed."  How  then  fuppofe  ye  {hail'  the  hy- 
pocrite live  at  fucfc  a  time,  who  hath  no  faith  to  fupport  him  ? 
^NojeUef  but  what  comes  in  through  the  fenfes  ? 
<  '  %•  Thirdly,  In  th^t^ay  all  mere  notions  and  fpeculatfpns  about 
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jeligioll  talrfk  j  and  nothing  relieves  aifd  fatMfal  tfc*  ftffftfe£ 
ffittl  b*t  ^hsf  it  redly  believes,  and  *hat  k  hath  £tti$fyfag 
jtfoof  arid  eftpericiice  of  in  kirfifelf.  titer *  are  a  gC«*  «***$ 
prefty  and  plcafing  riotioris  *fckh  ouf  mind!  are  <mte«hlifte3 
iHth }  feme  delight  in  times  of  peace,  *bk#  e*tf  dfr*a  ttofef- 
vke  af  alt  in  the  day  of  frotfble !  afid  fax  off  fpttadaci?*,  «*? 
ifracjtf cable  knowledge  of  the  greateft  truths  ih  roligtoft;  a*  lmk 
fctvree  it  to  be  e*pe&ed  frofft  thefo }  ¥**eff  #e  hart  betted 
evidence  and  fecurity  about  them,  *fe  (hall  boktfc  to  Vttrttug 
3?1  tfj>6h  the  credit  ot'tHeiH* 

That  U  a  very  eetrtlderable  jHrffcgeto&k  pflffttfc  fet  Hfb 
*.  34.  "  Ye  took  Joyfiflly  thefpoilwig  of  fim  goods,  (krtowing 
**  in  yourielvea)  that  ye  haVe  b!  heaven  a  bett*#  and  more*  cm 

*  during  ftthft^^ce."  Thfe  fa&ijrittg  &ymtj*lv*i  H  by  inward 
4ffd  fenfible  experience,  tafte  and  feeling,  which  te  ibu^duftrfy 
fctwfying  to  the  (crol ;  4nd  ftftfida  oppofed  to  all  that  traditional 
knowledge  we  receive  froiii  others;  M*ifcfc,  »$  **  leaves  thi 
aAmd  fluauating,  fo  the  hea*t  ttif*  dead  and  cdmfdftlefo. 

4.  Ptfortfyy,  In  that  day  the  roof  arid  fofe&ditfan,  ^4  ifcaa'l 
fifth  and  hope  is  tried,  MA  then  #*ey  that  feftv*  totflt  ujw*  the 
fettd  mu(l  needs  fail  ^  fbr  every  thlnfe  i»  a»  $  fetmdsgfeai 
prtrkiplea  are  to  ustfhat  a  rooti^  to  a  trcfe,  dr  a  foundation  to 
a  houfc  5  a  flaw  or  grand  <lefe&  Aef*  irioft  aftiraUy  fuifa*  all* 
This  we  find  to  he  the  very  feope  of  thofe  W  famous  parables, 
Luke  xiv.  25.  and  Matth  xiii.  lit  Leflef  troubles  <fea%*  fat 
Ae  branches  but  thefe  try  the ,  very  fool :  if  nothiftg  be  found 
fhere  but  fe}f-ehds  |  the  force  of  education*  and  the  h^knapec 
Af  example?,  furely  when,  the  winds  rife  high*  ted  beat  txpx* 
it,  they  will  quickly  lay  tfye  {ofkt^fe  JtdKgflbr  fcv*s  with 
the  ground.       •■•.'' 

And  thus  you  fee  ^hat  a  crifia  aft  hoitfoi"  temptation*  the 
Inffering  hour  is,  and  ^hat  difcovefiea  of  hypocrify  itrAuft 
heeds  make;  for  how  the  hypocrite,  Kke  Orpna*  will  forfake 
Religion ;  but  6ncerity  tfrili  make  ^he  fo&l  eteafe  W  it,  as  Rurt^ 
Sid  to  Naomi. 

sect,  iv; 

jf*  *X HT **  A^  1*radtagCs  fintwHy  g^bs  »hfe  fhiil  fitf  its  «*• 
VY    ftabliftiment  artd  f^rfeyeranpr  $tt  firtfeHlUg  times,  I 
fhajfl  briery  account  for  ih  the  Ifbll^wing  parti^uld^.       '    ' 

I.  FJ^!F|  Sincere  godBnefs  4ethr^ne8,  thai idrii  the  fete <# 
this  world,  in  all  true  Chriftiahs ;  Uhd  this  h  it  that  fnak^ 
Wti  ffitiYA  Shd  flinch  firdrh  Chtfft  rrt  a  day  of  fhttrrhg.    1  do 

#  deny  but  eveDbelievert  tften^lves  lo+e  tte  world  t^ 
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much  5  but  they  k>ve  it  not  as  their  chief  good ;  it  is  net  their 
rtjm  or  happmefs  i  if  any  man  fo  lwe  the  world,  M  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him*"  i  John  ii.  15.  How  much 
svwr  a  finfete  Chriftian  lov$a  the  world,  yet  ftill  it  is  in  fubn 
OTcHnstfion  to  the  love  of  God,  John  x*i*  *5*  Sincerity  can, 
panfift  tvhh  no  other  Wc  of  the  world  *  it  will  not  fufter  fuch 
*  cartel  plant  to  grow  under  its  ihadow. 

Now*  vlrhat  ht  iti  hot  this  inordinate,  fupreme  love  of  the 
creature,  that  makes  men  forfake  Chrift  in  time  of  temptation  ? 
This  ins  the  ruin  of  that  young  man,  Matth.  xix.  2a.  "  He 
i*  Went  sway  forrowful,  for  he  had  great  poflefnons."  This 
w*»  fae  overthrow  of  Pema*f  a  Tin.  iv.  10.  "  He  hath  for- 
««  fobca  me  (faith  the  apeftle)  having  loved  this  prefent  world." . 
The  love  of  this  world*  tika&p  in  green  wood,  will  not  fufier 
you  to  burn  for  Chrift ;  get  but  the  heart  mortified  to  the  crea* 
tmre  bf  a  cBfoovtry  of  better  things  in  heaven,  and  it  will  efta* 
fcftih  and  fix  your  fpiritt,  that  k  iball  not  be  in  the  power  of 
creatures  to  ftake  you  off  from  Chrift  your  foundation. 

a.  &rr4fi%,  Sincerity  knits  the  foul  to  Chrift,  and  union 

with  hkn  fecurea  ua  in  the  greateft  trials  *  Mimimur  quAtenu$ 

Uimuur.    The  hypocrite  having  no  union  with  Chrift,  can  have 

{M*  oommqnian  with  him,  nor  communications  of  grace  from 

fcfam  *  and  So  thai  little  ftock  of  his  own  being  quickly  fpent 

,    {l  moan  ftatund  courage  and  refoiution)  and  no  incomes  front 

Chrift,  he  muft  needs  give  up  in  a  fttoit  time,.    But  it  is  with 

,    *  believer  in  a  day  of  tfouhk,  as  it  is  with  a  garrifon  befieged 

,    by  laud,  but  fifoe  and  oprn  to  the  fta*  whence  frefli  {applies 

(   are  daily  font  in  to  relieve  it :  See  a  Cor.  i  5.  M  -As  the  fuffer* 

{   H  tags  of  Chrift  abound  in  us,  fo  our  confokttmi  aHb  abound- 

*  *  eth  by  Chrift »"  frefli  aids  and  daily  fupplies  proportionable 

;   to   our  expense*  and  decays  of  ftrength  t   So  Col.  i.  11. 

,  *«  Strengthned  with  all  might  |n  the  inner-man,  according  to 

,    1«  his  glorioUs  power,  unto  all  jwrience  and  long-faffcring  with 

:   <«  joyfukinfs*"    And  this  is  the  believers  great  advantage  by 

has  union  with  Chrift  in  a  day  of  trial. 

3.  Thirdly*  As  fmcerity  unites  the  foul  with  Chrift,  fo  it  fete 
the  heart  upon  heaven,  and  things  eternal ;  CoL  iiL  I-  &c. 
Purely  nothing  is  more  conducive  to  our  liability  than  this,  in 
the  hour  of  temptation, 
f  This  is  the  nioft  effeftual  preservative  from  temptations  iip- 
«0n  the  right  hand,  and  upon  the  left.  Mofes  could  call  a  king- 
dom at  his  heels  j  defpife  the  riches,  pleafurcs,  and  honours  *f 
Egypt*  whilft  his  eye  wap  fixed  upon  him  that  is  invifihle,  and 
$$dt«/p4&  to  the  recompense  of  sewpfd*  Heb«  xi.  Z4%  z&% 
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i.6.  And  it  was  a  brave  refply  of  the  forty  martyrs  to  Valence 
the  emperor,  tempting  them  with  the  preferments  and  honour* 
of  the  world, « Why  offer  ye  thefe  trifles  to  us,  when  yen  know 
*  how  the  whole  world  is  contemned  by  us?9*  And  for  temptati- 
ons on  the  left  hand,  howrittle  can  they  move  that  fail,  who  rea- 
lizes the  glory  of  the  approaching  world,  and  fees  Ae  affiffiooB 
and  fufFerings  of  this  world  preparing  htm  for,  and-haftensag 
him  to  the  enjoyment  of  it :  temptations  meet  with  but  cold 
entertainment  from  fuck  fouls. 

4.  Fourthly)  Sincerity  drives  but  one  defiga,  and  that  is  t» 
pleafe  and  enjoy  God :  and  what  can  more  eftabhfti  and  fix 
the  foul  in  the  hour  of  temptation  than  this  ?  The  reafon  why 
the  hypocrite  is  unliable  in  all  his  ways,  is  given  us  by  die  apo- 
ftle  James,  i.  8.  He  is  a  double-minded  man,  &4*%«*  «#» 
a  man  of  two  fouls  in  one  body  5  as  a  profene  wretch  once 
boafted,  that  he  had  one  foal  for  God,  and  another  for  any 
thing.  But  all  the  dfefigns  of  a  gracious  heart  are  united  ia 
one ;  and  fo  the  entire  flream  of  his  affeftioas  runs  ftrong. 

It  is  hafe  by-ends  and  felf-interefts,  that,  lite  a  great  many 
ditches  cut  out  of  the  bank  of  a  river,  draw  away  the  ftream 
out  of  its  proper  channel,  and  make  ks  waters  fail.  But  if 
the  heart  be  united  for  God,  as  the  expreffion  is,  Pfal.  Ixxxvi, 
T  i .  then,  we  may  fay  of  fueh  a  ChrifKan,  as  was  faid  of  a  young 
Roman,  Qmapnd  vutt,  valde  vuk  g  What  he  doth,  is  done 
with  all  his  might;  And  this  was  the  ground  of  that  &yin& 
tslberet  me  Detu  ah  homine  urHtts  tanttmnegotii*  A  man  of  one 
only  d$(ign,  puts  to  all  his  ftrength  to  carry  it  j  nothing  can 
"ftarid  before  Mm. 

'7  5.  Fifthly )  Sincerity  brings  a  man's  will  into  f*bje£U°«i  to 
the  will  of  God  5  and  this  being  done,  the  greateft  danger  and 
difficulty  is  over  with  fuch  a  man.  This  is  that  holy  oil  which 
makes  the  wheels  of  the  foul  run  nimbi  y,  even  in  difficult 
paths  of  obedience ;  Nan  i&rdat  unfta  rat  a*  Let  but  a  mas  be 
once  brought  to  that,  *«  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  dpae,"  as  it 
is  A&s  xxi.  1 3.  to  fee  the  higheft  reafon  of  cbearful  obedience 
in  the  holy,  juft,  and  good  will  of  God,  and  then  all  the  diffi- 
culty is  over ;  he  dan  firffcr  quietly  what  men  infli£r.  unjuftly.- 

6.  SixtMyi  Sincerity  takes  k*  meafares  of  prefent  thing&by 
the  rules  of  faith  and  eternity £■  it  goes^notbythefamejeckonr 
ing  and  account  that  others  do,  who  judge  of  things  by  fenfe, 
and  the  refpe&s  they  have  to  the  prefent  world,  2  Cor.  iv.  18* 
"  We  look  not  at  the  things  that  are  feen%  .but  at  the  things 
-**  that  arc'not  feen  ;w  and  this  is  there  given  as  the  reafon  of 
his  not-  fainting  uedcr  prefcntdiflicukics :  &p>$ipm*  viH*.  *& 
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-  *<  l  reckon  that  die  fufferings  of  the  prefent  times  are  not  wor- 

«*  thy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  (hall  be  reveatadf 

<*  m  us/'    He  will  not  allow  him&lf  to  undervalue,  eternal 

glory,  by  once  mentioning  prefent  fufferings,  in  a  way  of  be- 

.  moaning  bimfelf  for  them :  A  fteady  eye  upon  the  other  world 

.  makes  us  more  than  conquerors  over  the  troubles  of  this 

<werkl. 

7.  Seventhly,  To  conclude ;  fincerity  alone  hath  all  the  hea- 
.  veoiy  aids  and  afTiftances  to  ftability,  and  perfcverance  in  fnf- 
.  feritig  times :  upright  ones  {and  fucb  only)  have  Chrift's  inter- 
ceffion  in  heaven  for  them,  Rom.  viii.  34.    The  Spirit's  con- 
Elation  in  all  their  troubles,  1  Pet*  i».  1 4/   The  Spirit  of  glo- 
ry and  of  God  refteth  on  them :  the  beneficial  miniftry  of  an- 
gdst  who  are  font  forth  upon  their  account,  Heb.  i,  14.    A 
jhck'Of  prayers y  going  for  them  all  the  world  over,  Eph.  vi. 
18.  :  Multitudes  of  precious  promifes  in  the  Scriptures ;  for 
every  Jine,  word,  and  fyllahle  of  which  the  faithftdnefs  of  God 
ftands  engaged :  fo  that  it  is  impofliblc  fuch  gohf  can  perifh  in 
the  fire. 

And  thus  of  the  feveral  ways  by  which  grace  is  here  tried. 


C    H    A    P.      IX. 

Opening  thedefigns  and  ends  of  God,  in  bringing  of  the  pnfef- 
fors  of religion  into  fucb  various  trials  of  their  graces  in  this 
it/oriel. 

SECT.    L 

THESE  are  fome  of  the  ways  and  methods  in  which 
God  brings  his  gold  to  the  touchftone,  and  to  the  fire, 
even  in  this  world,  before  the  awful  and  fofemn  trial  they  mult 
come  to  in  the  final  judgment :  and  if  we  defire  to  be  fatisfied 
whaf  the  defign  and  end  of  God  in  malting  fuch  probations  of 
his  people  is,  ( 

We  muft  conclude,  in  the  general,  he  certainly  deCgns  hU 
own  glory,  and  his  peoples  advantage  and  profit  in  them.  If 
lie  fuffer  them  to  be  tried  by  reproaches,  happy  are  they>  the 
Spirit  of  God  and  glory  refteth  on  them ;  there  is  their  profit ; 
and  though  his  name  be  evil  fpoken  of,  yet  in  the  meeknefs  of 
their  fpirits  he  is  glorified,  as  it  is,  1  Pet.  iv.  1 4.  "  If  the  fcourge 
««  flay  fuddenly,  he  laugheth  at  the  trial  of  the  innocent,*-  Job 
ix.  23.  Not  ;-t  their  affli&ions,  but  at  the  effeCts  and  blefled 
fifties  and  rrfults  of  them  :  Not  that  it  gives  them  pam,  but 
that  it  gives  them  gfory.    Upon  this  accotat  the  apoftle  bids 
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us  count  kail  joy  when  we  fail  mm dfaeric  tamtpeariom  hf 
trials:  andftili the  more trials  the nsoftjoy;  fer  tbeetby  Cod 
wiiiproduoc  fiscb  cfie&sas  sure  mom  pcecaous  than  gold  that 
persfticth,!  Pet.  1.7.  O  who  tan  value  the  Jcomfant  tfeat  js 
tafted  by  the  foul,  upon  the  trial  and  diiaMrcry  of  its  ftscetity, 
whc»atoibi»e  toe  umptation  wherein  God  hath  helped  as 
to  maintain  our  integrity,  or  after  fome  clofe  pinching  affifiaon, 
wherein  we  haw  difcorercd  inpuiwivcs  afweet  refig nation  to, 
andcootchtmentiathe  will  of  God,  an  beartckauog  w*the 
Lord,  purged  and  made  more  apu^al'ander  aherodi  we  cap 
cum  to, the  Loud,  and  appeal  to  Win,  as  die  prophet  did,  Jer. 
xn.  j*  *  Bat  thou,  O  Lord,  fcnowoft  aae*  thou  haft  fern  me, 

*  and  tried  muac  heat*  towards  thee*" 

Hay,  whocauaVniy  value  fveh  an  advantage :  who  w<M*Jd 
exchange  aiich  a  ooatfoit  for  ail  the  geW  andfifoer  in  the 
world  i  How  many  trials  {hcnpi  God  brings  his  people  under, 
to  befurcneiaDaerAwwngJary^northw^  AallAifcr 

any  damage  bytheau 

.    SEPT,  .V.. 

BUT  more  particularly,  let  us  bring  our  thoughts  clofe  to 
the  matter  before  us,  and  we  fliaH  find  many  great  ad- 
vantages and  benefits  rifing  out  of  thefc  trials  of  finoerity : 
For, 

nizaad  is  pi»oked,of  from  the  iatfe  pcofeuor,  and  his  true  natu- 
ral* face  and  complexion  ftte  wn  to  the  world  \  and  in  ahk  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  good. 

Objeft.  <?**/,  you  will/ay.  Where  Iks  it  >  Jit  tie  m^d 
fees  the  mjfehief  And  fad  effeftt  of  it  s  many  are Jlumk^dy  many 
4tre  hardened  by  it .:  *  Woe  to  the  world  betfgfe  of  offences  F 
Matth.  ivi.  7. 

Set  True,  feme  are  prejudiced  and  hardened  hy  it*  fy  as 
nerer  to  have  good  thoughts  of  the  ways  and  people  ojf-God 
more :•  That  is  fad  indeed*  iipweyjjr,  therein  .God  accomplices 
his  word,  and  ^xecuteth  Jiis  decree >  zni  though  thefc  pejriJb, 
yet, 

'  Firjl;  Others  are  warned,  awakened,  and  fct  a  fetching 
their  own  hearts  more  ^narrowly  than  icycr,  jand  this  js  £000, 
1  Cor.  x.  11 1  j  2.  Now  theft  wore  our  examples ;  "  wherefore 

*  let  him  that  throketh  he  ftaudeth^  take  hoed  left  he  fall." 

'  Secondly,  Hereby  fin  is  aihamed^  and^tja^gopd-whsn  fyk 
that  hath  expofed  men  tp  to  much  fhame,  (hall  he  kfeif  sspof- 
edfrtoihames  Tbiii^  the  ^vft. reward  of  fin,  Jjenjuii,  2£f.a& 


**  Thifristhy  lotytheftortioliof  Ay  meafures  from  riiejfaiththe 
u  Lord*  becaufe  thqu  haft  forgotten  me,  and  trailed  in  &U&- 
*  hood,  therefore  will  I  ffifcoVef  thy  fitirt*  upbff  thy  face,  that 
u  thy  {tame  may  appear.** 

The  taming  rip  the  ikitt  fe  a  irtedeft  expfefton  <rf  expofintf 
-  a  pferfon  to  rile  greateft  ihafrie  in  tlfc  day  o/ trial :  God,  by  di|-> 
fcoveririghypowrfy,  ftameiiSe  hypocrite  j  arid*  fiirely,  raaiqf 
Aidr  difcoVerfes  are  made  of  mefrat  tbis  day :  We  may  fed 
fai,  that  lurked  ciofe  iff  the  heart  before*  rioW  laid  ojieq  before 
dl  ffraei,  arrrf  torfbre  the  fort.    . 

7Sfai£r,  Hereby  the  poor  felf-cbgenlttg  hypotrit*  fotb  tifc 
greatest  opportunity  and  advantage  that  ev«f  was  before  him  in 
fell  his  life*  to  recover4  hiihfelf  out  of  the  fnare  rfthedevij. 
NdW  arf  Ids  pretences  aire  goiW  j  now  that'  which  life?  a  (hield 
iWas'  advanced  agajnflf  tfee  arrows  of  rejptbof  arid  convi&ion  is 
jtohe  j  now  a  poor  dreature  fluids  naked*  and  ftripped  out  of  aft 
ftis  pleas,  as  a  fair  and  open  tnari  to  the  world,  and  his  own 
tonfdence ;  and  happy  will  it  be  for  hiih,  if  now  the  Lord  thakt* 
tohvi&ion  to  enter  point  blank  into  his  foul*  All  tneie  are 
Hrfedefei&softhe  dlffcovfeiy <rf  hypocrHy.  - 

St&ndly,  By  thefe  trials  integrity  is  cleaned  up*  and  the 
dbubts  and'  fears  o(  many  upright  and  hply  odes  allayed  and 
^ufettd,  refohdd and  fatisflcd.  , 

'  &  what  Would  many  a  poof  Chrtftiah  jjvp  foffatisiafifcion  iri 
<fcat  great  point  of  fatcerity !  lfow  many  tears  haf  e  been  ftci 
Yo  God  in  fecret  upon  that  accoufct  t  How  many  hour*  have 
been  fperit  in  examination  of*  his  own  heart  about  it*  and  (lift 
jeafodnes  and  fears  hang'  upon  his  heart  i  He  doubts  what  h<* 
fflay  pfOtt  at  tafb  Well;  fcith  God,,  let  bis  fiticerity  thet\  corn^ 
to  the  teft,  Kindle  the  Are,  and  Caft  In  my  gold.  Trials  ai* 
thetiigfi  way  to  affurarfce;  let  my  child  fee  that  he  16ve*m,e 
Yttitffc  than  thefe,  that  his  heart  is  upright  witlr  me*  t  will  iff 
him  by  pfofperity  and  by  adver&ty  by  per  fee  ut  Ions  arid  tempta- 
tions, and  he  fhall  Tee  his  heart  is  better  than  be  fufpe£jsat 
to  be.  This  fhaU  be  the  day  of  relofutiorr  to  hi*  feats  aju4 
dfrifots* 

The  apoftle,  l^eakW  of  heretfesj  i  Cor,  %u  %$.  puis* 
ftetfellity  Upon  them:  There  mtft  be  nehftts%  fail  he,  thai  ify 
y>hkti  an  apprevtirhay  hi  made  mam/eft.  The  feme  neeeffij&y 
there  is  (and  for  tie  fame  end)  of  alt  other  trfals  of#  ace,  that 
the  lovely, ^be^tiful,  fweeVface  of  linearity  may  be  oprtediom^ 
timies  to  tn*  world,  to  cnaiiaout  them,  anrf  to  the  foul  in  wbodi 
k  is,  to  fatisfy  ft  that  il  doth  riot  per&nate :%  Chriftiari*  bfit 

vo^vil.  few  .     .    -    , 
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lives  the  very  life  of  a  Chriftian,  and  hath  the  very  fpkita&J 
principles  of  a  Chriftian  in  him. 

3.  Thirdly,  By  thefe  trials,  pride  and  feltconfidence  is  de* 
ftroyed  and  mortified  in  the  faints,  as  much  as  by  any  thing  in 
the  world.  We  never  fee  what  poor  weak  creatures  we  are, 
until  we  come  to  "the  trial. .   It  is  faid,  Deut.  viii.  2.  **  God 

/«  led  Ifrael  through  the  defart,  to  prove  them,  and  to  humble 
«<  them."  "When  we  are  proved, then  we  are  humbled.  Thofc 
that  over-reckon  their  graces  before  the  trial,  fee  they  mull 
come  to  another  account,  and  take  new  meafuresof  themfelves 
after  they  have  been  upon  trial. 

Ah !  little  did  I  think,  faith  one,  that  I  had  fo  much  love  for 
the  world,  and  fo  little  for  God,  until  aflU&ions  tried  it.     I 

"could  not  have  believed  that  ever  the  creature  had  got  fo  deep 
into  my  heart,  until  providence  either  threatened  or  made  a 
Reparation,  and  then  I  found  it.  I  thought  I  had  been  rich  in 
faith,  until  fuch  a  danger  befel  fne,  or  fuch  a  want  began  to 
pinch  hard  ;¥  and  then  I  faw  how  unable  I  was  to  truft  God 
for  prote&ion,  or  provision.     Q  it  is  a  good  thing  that  our 

'hearts  be  kept  humble  and  lowly,  how  rich  foever  they  be  in 
grace!  ,"■..'. 

4.  Fourthly ,'  By  trials  grace  is  kept  in  exercife,  and  the  gra- 
cious foul  preferred  from  fecurity  and  fpiritual  flotbfulnefs. 
Trials  are  to  grale  what  the  equations  and  continual  agitations 
of  the  waters  are  to  the  fea,  or  what  the  racking  of  wines  from 
the  fees  is  to  it:  Were  it  not  for  our  frequent  trials  and  ex- 
cr^Ifes,  we  (hould  quickly  fettle  upon  the  lees,  and  pur  duties 
would  be  (as  God  complains  ofEphraim)  likefoureor  dead 
drink,  Hofea  iv.  1 8.  flat  and  fpiritlefs.  **  Moab  hath  been  at  eafe 
<f  from  his  youth,  and  he  hath  fettled  on  his  lees,  and  hath  not 
w  been  emptied  from  veflel  to  veflel ;  neither  hath  he  gone 
"  into  captivity  j  therefore  his  tafte  remained  in  him,  and  his 
«*  fcent  is  not  changed,"  Jer.  xlviii.  11. 

Much  after  that  rate  it  would  be  with  our  hearts,  did  not 
the  Lord  frequently  try  and  exercife  them.  Let  the  beft  man 
be  without  foirie  trial  or  other  but  a  few  months,  and  you  may 
find  the  want  of  it  in. his  prayers  and  conferences  quickly.     O 

*  what  a  tang  of  formality  will  be  foundjn  them !  And  is  it  for 
the  honour  of  God,  or  profit  of  his  people,  that  it  Jhould  be 

•fo  ?  No,  no,  the  Lord  knows  it  is  not  j  but  how  (hall  their 
fpirits  be  reduced  to  their  former  zealous  heavenly  tempera- 
gain  ?  Why,  faith  the  Lord,  they  jnuft  into  the  furnace  a- 
gain :  u  I  will  meh  them  and  try  them  $  for  how  fhail  I  do  for 


The  Dejtgn  tf  GeJ  in  the  Trial  of  his  People.  195 
*  the  daughter  of  my  people/'  Jer.  ix.  7.  I  love  them  too 
well  to  lofe  them  for  want  of  a  rod.  '  Alas !  if  I  mould  fuffet 
things  to  go  on  at  this  rate,  what  will  become  of  them  in  a 
little  time?  What  delight  can  I  take  in  their  duties,  when  the 
faith,  fervour,  humility,  and  holy  ferioufnefs  of  their  fpirits  is 
wanting  in  them  ?  I  will  therefore  "  refine  them  as  filver  is 
"refined,  and  try  them  as  gold  is  tried,  and  they  (hall  call 
*'  upon  my  name,  and  I  will  hear  them,  and  I  will  fay,  It  is  my 
'*  people,  and  they  (hall  fay,  The  Lord  is  my  God,*'  Zech,  xiin 
9.  and  thus  the  Lord  chides  himfelf  friend  again  with  his 
.people. 

Thus  he  recovers  diem  to  their  true  temper,  and  thus  his 
vifitations  do  prefcrve  their  fpirits  j  *nd  when'  the  Lord  fees 
thefe  fweet  efFe&s  of  his  trials  upon  them,  it  greatly  pleafetb 
him.  O  now,  faith  God,  I  like  it ;  this  providence  hath  done 
them  good  j  this  rod  was  well  beftowed  *,  the  letting  loofe  of 
this  temptation,  or  that  corruption  upon  them,  hath  made 
them  find  their  knees  again  3  now  I  hear  the  voice  of  my  child 
again. 

Beloved,  this  is  a  Mefled  fruit  and  effe£k  of  our  frequent 
trials  5  and  how  ungrateful  focver  they  are  to  fleftv  and  blood, 
that  affe&s  eafe,  and  is  loth  to  be  difturbed,  yet  it  is  &ecefiary 
to  the  prefervarion  of  our  fpirits. 

5*  Fifthly  ,  By  the  trial  of  our  graces  Satan  is  defeated,  and 
his  accufation  of  the' faints  found  to  he  mere  flanders.  It  is  a 
very  common  thing  with  the  devil  and  wicked  men,  to  accufe 
the  people  of  God  of  hypocrify,  and  to  tell  the  world  they 
art  not  'the  men  and  women  they  are  taken  to  be ;  and  that  if 
their  infide  were  but  turned  out  by  fome  thorough  trial,  or  deep 
fearch,  it  would  appear  that  religion  did  not  indeed  live  in  their 
•  (buk,  as  they  pretend,  but  that  they  only  aflt  a  part,  and  per- 
fonate  heavenly  #kl  mortified  perfons  upon  the  public  flage  of 
pfbfeffion.  - 

Thus  the  3ccufer  of  the  brethren  fuggefts  the  hypocrify  of 
Job,  chap.  ii.  5.  "  Put  forth  thine  hand  now,  and  touch  his 
*«  bone  and  his  fiefli,  and  he  will  curfe  thee  to  thy  face ;"  q.s 
d.  Well  might  Job  ferve  thee  whilfl  thou  haft  been  fo  boun- 
tiful a  mafter  to  him;  he  hath  been  well  rewarded  for  all  the 
fervice  he  hath  done  thee  j  but  if  thou  ftop  the  current  of  his 
profperity,  thou  (halt  fee  how  quickly  he  will  ftop  the  courle 
of  his  duty :  A  few  lathes  from  thy  hand  will  make  him  curfe 
thee  to  thy  face.    Buf  O  what  fhame  and  disappointment  was 
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jp£  ne  Defy*  f  God  m  fa  trial <f  &  Jfepfc 
\t  to  that  furiouf  fpirit  i  What  a  vindication  pf  Job's  ifitogfyt^ 
y  bqi  jm4er  the  gtfateft  trials  pf  his  faitja  and  pajknce,  be.  flaU 
|iel4  feft  his  integrity,  ajpl  ijie^s  Juqafelf  *s  gwatf  a  pattern  *f 
pticncc  under  the  profs,  as  he  had  been  pf  picry  iu  the  4*f% 
pf  his  greateft  prpfjerky  i  $a*an  get*  nothing  by  !*48gi»g  ft** 
(he  faints  upon  the  ffage,  to  be  jna4e  *  jjpeftapfe  tp  wgeH  wd 
piqi^  as  it  ia,  l  Cpr.  iy.  9, 

6,  £1x^9  ap<J  /$#&  jh«  frpqveqL*  **#?  pf  gW*  exhibit 
a  full  and  living  tejUrrioiiy  apinft  $he  atbeifjn  of  t&e  world. 
$Vfe  Pfovf  beyond  all  Iforcb^  *rgm*}ent?  tJiatTeiijgipn  if  na 
fancy,  bu{  the  greateft  reality  in  the  world :  Men  would  993]$* 
jeligiofl  bYlt  a  fency,,  *flf!  the  3&I  pf  .ft*  prpfeffow,  to*  *b*  un 
f emperatf  hfat  pf  fpipe  frajtj  tyaip^  pw>fce#ed  yitfc  a  font 

JK*ipa. 

„  Tfcey  that  never  fdtth?  *«*t  ffflw«cf  pf  &%**i  ypn| 
their  ©wrifouk*  wiQ  npt  belw*  that  ofhw»  4e  fcel  tb^p, 
perious  piety  is  be^iune  the  Judi^rpu*  fvbj*&  w^b  whi^bdn 
vronton  wits  of  this  atheiftic^  wprl^  fori  fVjn0d?e$.  But 
Behold  the  wifdom  and  goodpefi  pf  God  exhibiting  tp  the 
yprl4  the  wjdepii^hs  teftuno^  of  the  ^u*  *#  rcUgiou,  25 
often  as.  the  fmosre  prpfetfor*  thereof  arc  brought  te  ^e  &$ 
by  a^i^iQns  frprn  the  band  pf  God,  or,  p$rfeqi$ion  fi*pgn  $b» 
hands  of  men:  t,o!  hfrtistkjptk^pafatxetfljxj^nts^ 
Jiere  is  t^ei^  twwge,  raeej»efi*,  and  W-^Jal^flTiniHg^s  grid 
jn  the  fire  \  they  ha*c  tbf  rfaj  Rgpofepf  ft  hefof*  their  £y*M 
inttead  pj  $  aftipfc  Aejji  iiijp  heflt,  and  ^vineisg  them  by  e* 
^ernalfire*  hefcplea&jd  W  ca^l  bis  p^fti  pepjde  ip to  the  fife  of 
^fBiOion,  that  tfcey  ^hp^ippff'at  thei»  way  te  convinced  af  an 
^afier  and  dkepper  ra$c.  It  is  no  gtn*  th^ifig  tp  fee  the  enemies 
pf  religion  bought  over  tp  embrace  k,  by  the  conflancy  and 
Jaithftdnefc  of  the  faints  i$  their  trials  and  (ufferiags  fpr  it 
^Jod  grant  (hat  the  atheifm  of  this  prefer  generation  do  904 
pecafion  a  more  fiery  tria}  tp  &e  people  of  Qod  in  i%,  tb?»  ^bey 


C    H    A    F,  •   X, 

Shewing  that  that  grace  cmfy  is  to  k$  r*ck#udfinemM  tndrtak 
*fakkmnenfareti^triakv&u$Goi*w^ 

%%G%    I. 

i       flS  F  O  R£  I  offer  you  th*  y  isof*  and  tffidcnGcs  of  this 
Jt3    truths  it  mil  be  necdfrry  to  prevent  feme  iniftakas  that 
i       fna^heoccaficoidd  b^niifiu|(knft^nfik)gof  k«  « 

u  fauUvt  i.  And,  in  tips  *rft  place,  we  anew*  tc*  think  af* 

faranoc  of  aur  fincerity  irapofiiUc  to  he  Had  |n  this  life,  beeauifc 
i  a*  fang  as  we  live  hfepc,  we  are  m  a  ftata  of  trial  \  and  how 
i:  gaahy&iafti  foever  have  bean  made  apon  us  already*  yet  ftifl 
u      theie  arc  more  i»  come;  and  w$  know  «orwhatw*tfhatl  prove 


in  future  trials,  enough  Ood  hath  kept  ug  upright  »  fa<mer 
trials :.  $te,  ftp,  thjs  is  none -of  my  meanwig*  nor  doth  fiich  4 
i<  conclusion  nece&rwy  fellow  this  adfeftiop  r  $ot  a  Chriftian 
i  -  that  fea&  rigblty  doled  with  <Ghr$  at  firft,  and  been  faithful 
0  io  the  duties  of  aftive  and  paffive  obedience  hifberto,  may -be 
affiired,  mx>n  good  groasidi,  of  q  vhQpry  before  he  came  t6 
tbe  fire  of  his  remaining  trials.  Sawat  the  apoftle,  Ram. 
**»•  351  £c.  u  WbofoaUfeparate  MBfroni^elove  of  Chrift? 
*♦  Shall  trihjibtion,  ar  diftrefc,  or  perfecution,  ar-faminc,  or 
f  *  nakedneft,  or  peril,  w  fwprd  ?  Nay,  in  all  thefe  we  are  mart 
*<  *ban  cdnqaerors,  thro*  him  that  hath  taacdus."  Here  is  an 
afrnred triumph  before  *be  oomW  So  Job  xxiii.  io.  ««  Bat  he 
¥  knowedi  the  way  that  Itake*  when  he  hath  tried  «w,  I  (haft 
'*•  come  forth  as  gold."  He  appeals  to  God  for  the  fincerky  of 
his  heart  fo  far  as  be  had  -Wthertofowe  i»«he  way  of  religion, 
and  thence  concludes, ,that  whaioeywanab-Ood  ihoiiid  bring 
him  to  for  time  to  come,  ha  fcouldoim*  forth  as  guty  i.  /.be 
{hotdd  mat  lofe  one  grain  of  the  fire.  And  this  confidence  of 
a  gracious  foal  is  built  not  only  upon  eaperieao^garned  in  for* 
mer  trials,  but  upon  faith  in  the  power,  promifes,  tttd  faithful- 
nefs  of  God,  which  are  engaged  fbrliim  in  the  covenant  of 
grace,  to  keep  him  in  thte  greateft  dangers  that  bcfal  him  in  this 
W<tfld. 

He  beliew  the  jpawcr  of  Cad  If  able  to  make  him  ftand,. 
though  he  hath  no  powtor  nor  might  in  binafetf  to  overcome  the 
fcaft  temptation,  i  Pej,  i.  5,.^  You  are  kept,  mw*  (kqpj 
K  gs  a  garxifoa)  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  fal- 


tjft.  Tried  'Grace  is  frut  Grace. 

"  vatiou."  When  Chrift  hath  once  taken  poffeffion  of  thefirel 
by  his  fpirit,  he  fortifies  it  by  his  pbwer,  as  a  garrifon  ;  that  u- 
fing  the  means,  it  be  furprized  or  betrayed  no  more  into  the 
enemy's  hand,  fo  as  finally  to  be  loft. 

He  builds  this  confidence  alfo  upon  the  promifes  of  God, 
which  are  his  Security  in  future  dangers :  And  how  are  all  the 
pagc&of  the  Bible  befpangled  with  fuch  promifes,  as  the  firma- 
ment is  with  bright  and  glorious  ftars?  Such  are  thefe  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  i  Cor.  i.  8,  c>  "  Chrift  fhall  confirm  you  to 
"  the  end*  that  ye  may  be  blamelefs  in  the  day  of  our  Lord 
"  Jefus  Chrift.  God  is  faithful,  by  whom  ye  are  called,  unto 
"  the  fellowfhip  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  And  no 
lefs  fatisfying  and  fweet  is  that,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  <<  And  I  will 
(i  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  them,  thatl  will  not  turn 
"  away  from  them  to  do  them  good  $  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in 
"  their  hearts,  that  they  mail  not  depart  from  me."  And  of 
the  fame  nature  is  that  alfo,  John  x,  27,  28.  *  My  iheep  hear 
"  my  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow  me,  and  I'give ' 
"  unto  them  eternal  life ;  and.  they  (hall  never  perifh,  neither 
"  fhall  any  man  pluck  them  out  ,of  my  hand." 

If  there  be  any  hypocrite  in  tiieeps-cloathing,  he  hath\no 
part  or  lot  in  this  proroife;  but  it  fecures  the  whole  flock  of 
Chrift,  great  and  fmall,  agakift  all  danger. 

He  alfo  build*  his  afiurance  upon  the  faithfulnefs  of  God, 
which  ftands  cmgaged  to .  make  good  every  line,  word,  and 
fyUable  of  his  promifes  to  his  people ;  fo  we  find,  in  1  Cor.  x. 
13,"  There  hath  no  temptation  taken  you  but  fuch  as  iscom* 
"  montoman;  butGod  is  faithful,  who  will  not  fufier  you  to 
'  u  be  tempted  above  that  .ye*are  able  5  but  will  widrevery  taaip- 
"  tation  make  a  way  to  efcape*  that  ye  may  be  able  to  beatf 
«  it."  And,  2  Thef.  iiu.3-  "  But  the  Lord  is  faithful,  who 
"  fhall  eftablifh  joix,  and  keep  you  from  evil/' 

Add  to  this,  the  conftant  prevalent  interceffion  of  Chrift  in 
heaven  for  his  people,  in  all  their  trials,  and  then  you  will  fee 
a  fincere  Chriftian  need  not  to  deny  himfelf  the  joy  and  com- 
fort of  his  afiurance,  upon  the  account  and  fuppofition  of  his 
f atUre  jtrials*  -    x- 

sect,  n,  .    ; 

Caution,  2.  TVT^^  do  W€  *erc  fuPP°fe»  in  tWs  affert5on> 

J_\-     that  inherent  grace*  in  the  feints  hath  a  M- 

ficiency  of  ability  in  itfelf  to  endure  the  greateft  and  fevereft 

trials  that  can  befal  it  in  this  world.    It  is*  certain  that  it  fhall 

..■•••-.•■   .-I:". 


Tried  Grace  it  i rue  Grace*  t^ 

be  carried,  fafcly  through  all,  but  not  in  its  owti  ftrength  and 
ability. 

That  is  a  true  observation  of  the  learned  Gerfon,  Perfeffioner 
fibi  relUla:9ftintpondera.adruinam :  The  moftperfeft  creature 
left  tp  itfelf,.  will  fall  into  ruin.  This  wa»  exemplified  in  the 
angels  that  fell ;  and  in  Adam,  though  in  a  petfe&  (late.  Di- 
y me  prefervation  is  the  prop  which  fupports  the  beft  creatures 
.  from  ruin.  Grace  itfelf  is  but  a  creature,  and  therefore  a  de- 
pendent being:  It  is  but  a  ftream,  depending  upon  the  fupply 
of  the  fountain  :  H"  the  fountain  let  not  forth  itfelf;  what  becomes 
of  the  ftream  ?  That  is  a  true  and  judicious  observation  of  the 
learned  Dr.  Ames,  Perfeverantiafide&um^  vel  immufabilis  *o- 
rum  conditio  feeundum  integrum  ejus  rationcm,  non  pervenit  a 
principw  intrinfecofcAo,  nee  a  Job  extrinfeeo ;  fed  part  hn  ab  in- 
trinfecoy  ex  natura.  yiUfpiritualis  a  Chrifto  fluent  is,  et  partim 
<tb  extrinfeeo,  ex  cujlodia%  proteclione  et  direclione  Dei ;  Amefit 
(Moronity  Art.  5.  The  perfeverance  of  believers,  or  the  immutabi- 
lity of  their  condition,  if  we  view  the  whole  ground  and  reafon 
of  it,  is  not  wholly  from  within,  or  wholly  from  without  itfelf ; 
but  partly  from  the  nature  of  the  fpiritual  life  wjiich  flows 
from  Chi  ill  into  them,  and  partly  from  the  keeping,  protection, 
and .  dii  eftion  of  God  :  That  prote&ion  is  always  afforded  to 
this  life  of  grace  \  and  this  life  of  grace  always  needs  that 
protection.  The  beft  of  men  are  but  men  at  beft,  as  one 
fpeaks  :  It  was  not  Peter  Y  grace  and  refolution  that  kept  him* 
but  Chrift's  care  of  him  and  interceffion  for  him,  Luke  xxii.  32. 
"  Be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  (faith  the  apoftle)  and  in  the  powef 
«  of  his  might,"  Ephef.  vi,  10.  «  Without  me  (faith  Chrift) 
«  ye  can  do  nothing,"  John  xv.  5. 

Neither  of  thefe  is  that  which  I  have  before  me  to  prove  ; 
but  this  is  that  which  I  aim  at,  that  fuch  feeming  grace  as  was 
never  yet  brought  to  the  trial,  nor  will  he  able  to  bear  the' trial, 
when  God  (bail  bring  it  thereto,  muft  not  pais  for  current  (as 
too  frequently  it  doth)  among  us:  Such  grace  will  neither 
comfort  us  now,  nor  lave  us  hereafter:  For, 

sect.  m. 

1.  TTp  IRST,  great  number*  ofperfons  in  the  profefling 
JP  world  are  deceived  and  deftroyedby  trailing  to  feem- 
ing and  untried  grace :  this  was  the  miferable  condition  of  thofe 
Laodicean  profeffors  in  the  text;  they  reckoned  themfelves 
rich,  but  were  really  poor :  All  is  not  gold  that  glitters ; 
their  gold  (as  they  accounted  it)  was  never  tried  in  tbefire.  I£ 
-a  man's  whole  euate  lay  in  foite  precious  ftone,  fuppofc  a  rich 


*©d  rati  bfdte  \$  mi  6ml. 

diamond,  W  rt  he  concerned  to  have  it  thorougMy  tried*  & 
fee  whether  it  will  bear  a  (mart  ftroke  with  a.  hammer*  orfif 
Kite s»  Briftol  diamond  under  it  f  All  that  you  are-  vtorth  lies 
iff  the  truth  ant*  fmcerity  of  ymrr  grace;  and  till  that  b* 
«ri*d  you  know  riot  whether  yott  be  worth  any  thing  or  jm 
thing* 

Rtader,  Therfcave  two  fad  fights  m  the  #dr%  which  ean* 
notbut  dcepty  affect  every  upright  heart :  one  iar  to  fee  fc*  man} 
(fcoufands  of  rtrt&nal  and  ingenious  men  in  theRomrm  c&trrcfcj 
fcy  a#  implicit  faith  in  their  ^des,"  venturing  their  foqfe  ttpoifr 
didf  bare  word $  never  fearchhtg  the  fcrrptures  with  tberf  ow4 
efts*  but  wholly  twrftfttg  to  the  mfaDrbility  of  a  pope  or  2 
«om<U>  when,  in  thtf  mean  time,  they  would  feat  to  tak* 
their  w©rd  for  a  fum  of  money,  without  forae?  farmer  fecurity* 
lr  fe  aroatting  to  feehofd  the  foui-deftroyirig,  eafy  crtdfeiity  of 
ghofe  men  r  buf  thfs  rs-a  ftroke  of  maditefe  and  fpirftual  infata* 
atioili  j^icraflfinffifted  upon  them,  that  the  judgment  WhieH 
fe  written  mi«g4i*  te  fulfilled  irt  thent,  «  God  fltail  fend  them 

*  ftrong  delafftntay  that  they  fhotdd  beKcVe  ar  Ire,1*  a  Tbefc  5i 
f  *. 

-  And  yet  gtote  awatfing'is  rfiat  ffroke  of  ©od  upon  frrtrhi- 
ttfdtaof  rain  Zi&k#mi\prvfeflbrs  even  in  the  reformed  Prote* 
tent  churgbe*,  where  nw  rrtari  is  reftraitted  from  fearching  the 
feriptfuros;  naft  ^here*  men*  are  fo*  frequently  and  earndtfy 
pfefied,  frortf  feobafh  to  fabBatfr,  to  examine  themfelverf,  and 
prove  tfreh*  own  work,  that  yfet  foirfan'y  are  eefnterit  to  leave  ail 
at  hazard,  and  without  any  more  ado,  or  farther  fearch  in  die 
.  tnoteer,  credit  the  report  of  their  own  deceitful  newts,  and  take 
all  for  granted,  without  due- trial  orejcaminatioii  of  thereafter, 
:  SttfUly,'  no  otfcttrmg  ftnds  ddWri  more  fouls  dairy  W  IreH  out 
of  the  prefl&fSrtg  world,  than  this  dbrfu  The  fiver-  fooiifh  vfc* 
gi«8(i'i  e.  the  Unprincipled  profeffbrS  in  the  reformed  churches) 
pcriftie*  this  way  ;.  they  took  it  for  granted  aft  Warf  tfell,  bd* 
fcaufe  they*  had-lamps  of  profeffiott  as  vteft  as  others ;  and  rsrfr 
not  the  cheat  till  the  ery  was  heard  at  nrrdttight,  and  tndr  tur- 
furnifhed  lamps  went  out,  Mfttth.  axr.       . 

2.  Secondly ,  The  promifes  of  falvation  are  made  pv^r,  to  tried 
gfaee,  artGrlucH  ©rtfy  as  Witt  Endure  the  trial :  So  James  i.  rtw 

*  B*dR&  i*  t*e  rrta*  that  enduteth  temptation  5  for  whert  he  13 
<*  tricfd  he^fhaff  rfecmb  the  erbWrf  of  life  wftich  God  hatrr  pw»- 
«  mifed  to  then*  tfirat  love  him  f 9  "Vf  e  muft  be  fi*ft  tried,  aftd 
theft  crowned.  «<  If  tfrrEnvflhrive  for  mafteries,  yet  is  h«rjnot 
•*  crowned^  except  he  ftrrvt  raWftrHy,n  2  Tim.  ii.  5.  Be'ma- 
tiifeffly  afludesto  dteRonraa  games,  to  which  there  Itetejtri^- 
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, «  appointed*  to  fee  that  no  foial  play  were  offered  contrary  to 
the  law  for  wrcftling  %  and  where  it  was  found,  the  crown  was 
denied  them.  Not  to  him  that  fees  forth  in  the  morning  with 
resolution  and  gallantry,  but  to  him  that  holds  out  tilt  the  c* 
▼eniqg  of  his  life,  is  the  promife  made ;  Matth.  x*  aa.  M  He  that 
"  endureth  to  the  end  fhaH  be  laved/9  So  Rem.  ii.  7.  «  Ta 
**  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  feek  for  glo- 
*  ry,  and  honour,  and  immortality,  eternal  life."  And  onte 
flaore,  Heb.  iii.  .14.  "  We  are  made  partakers  of  Chrift,  if  wc 
"*  hold  die  beginning  of  our  confidence  ftedfaft  unto  the  end/* 
So  chat  if  vou  ihottld  ensure  fome  few  (lighter  troubles,  and 
faint  at  laft,  give  out  when  a  clofer  trial  befals  you,  all  your 
labours  and  lufferings  are  in  vain.  Sincerity  and  final  perfe* 
verance  are  the  conditions  of  all  fpecial  promifes. 

3.  Thirdly ,  Every  man's  graces  and  duties  muft  be  tried  and 

weighed  by  God  in  the  great  day  %  and  if  they  cannot  enduie 

thefe  leffer  trials  to  which  God  expofes  them  flow,  how  will 

they  endure -that  fevere  and  cxa£fc  trial  to  which  be  will  bring; 

them  then  ?  No  man  can  fearch  his  own  heart  with  that  exa£t» 

wh  in  this  world,  as  God  will  fearch  it  in  the  world  to  come* 

I  may  fay  in  this  cafe  to  you  as  the  Lord  fpake  to  Jeremiah, 

chap.  xii.  5.  "  If  thou  haft  run  with  the  footmen,  and  they  have 

"  wearied  thee,  then  how  canft  thou  contend  yith  horfes  r*  and 

:  «*  if  in  the  land  of  peace,  wherein  thou  tniftedft,  they  have 

*<  Varied  thee,  then  how  wilt  thou  do  in  the  fweUing  of  Jor- 

♦*  dan?"  This  wad  fpoken  to  encourage  the  prophet  to  coq- 

fiancy  in  his  work  |  and  as  if  the  Lord  had  (aid,  O  Jeremy, 

do  the  ftrivtngsof  the  men  of  Anathoth,  thine  own  town,  di£» 

hearten  thee  T  Pluck  up  thy  fpirits,  and  faint  not  1  there  are 

harder  trials  than  thefe  that  thou  muft  undergo  at  Jeru&lcmi 

thefe  are  no  more,  to  what  is  coming,  than  the  running  with 

footmen  is  to  contending  with  horfes,  or  the  palling  a  fmatf 

rivulet  to  the  fwellings  of  Jordan. 

To  allude  to  this  j  if  our  graces  and  duties  cannot  bear 
thefe  lighter  trials  \  if  a  little  lift  of  prosperity,  or  lighter  ftroke 
of  adverfiry  difcovcr  fo  much,  falfeneis,  rottennefs,  pride  and 
JeHUhnefr  in  the  heart  1  if  we  cannot  refift  the  motions  of  cor- 
ruptions, but  yield  our&lvesto  obey  fin  in  the  lufts  of  it;  if  we 
can  neither  keep  our  hearts  with  God  in  duties*  nor  mourn  for 
our  wanderings  from  him  v  jf  a  few  feoffs  from  wicked  tongues, 
'  or  trials  of  perforation  frori*  the  hands  of  men  will  caufe  us  to 
faint  in  thf  wiav,  and  turn  back  from  following  the  Lord,  whit 
fliall  we  do  when  V  He  comes,  Whofc  fan  is  in  hit  hand,  a*A 
Vo*.  V&  'Co*'. 
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•*  who  wifl  tKorougbly  purge  bi§  floor ;"  Matth.  iii.  ii/wfe* 
:  will  try  every  man's  work  as  by  fire,  i  Gor.  iii.  13.  fearch  the 
'  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  Rom.  ii.  16.  weigh  every  man  to  his  ounces 
'  and  drachms  ?  furely  we  can  take  little  comfort  in  that  which 
-'  is  fo  urtible  to  bear  the  fevere  trials  of  that  day,  that  it  cannot 

4  ftaitd  before  the  flighter  trials  of  thi»  day; 

4.  Fotirthfy%  True  grace  is  writing  to  be  tried,  and  nothing 
'  is  more  defirable  to  an  upright,  foiil,  thaft  to  know  his  own  coih 
ditk)B :  if  therefore  we  (hun  the  trial,  and  are  foth  to  feardk 
*  ourfelves,  or  be  fearched  by  the  Lord,  our  condition  is  fvdpici- 
-•  ous,  ami  we  can  take  Iktle  comfort  in  it.  ft  was  David's  esr- 
'  neft  defure,  Pfalm  exxxix.  23*  that  God  would  thoroughly 
-fearch  his  heart  and  reins,  and  fee  if  there  were  any  way« 
wickednefs  in  him.  Falfe  grace  is  fliy  of  God's  eye,  it  cam 
'  hot  to*  be  examined ;  but*  this  is  the  delight  of  fincere  ones : 
'■  «  Every  one  that  doth  evilhateth  the  light,  lejjbhi*  deeds  fhoukl 
! «*  be  reproved  »  but  he  that  doth  truth,  cometh  to  the  ngk> 
; «  that  his  deeds  maybe  made manifeit,  that  they  are  wroagfat 
«  m  God,*  John  m,  20*  a  1. 

The  reafen  is  plain  why  bypocrify  cannot  endure  to  com* 
*to  the  touchffbne- and  teft*  for  hypocrites,  having  a  fecret 
'  confeioufneft  of  their  own  guilt  and  unfoundnefs,  know  that, 
'  by  this  means,  their  vain  confidence  would  quickly  be  confut- 
ed, and  aH  their  reputation  for  religion  Wafted.  But,  oh !  5 
tnen  dare  rtotftand  before  the  word,  as  it  know  opened  wrf 
'  applied  by  miniftert,  how  willthey  ftand  wbeif  it  (ball  be  open- 
ed and  appHcd,  in  another  manner,  by  JefusChrift  i  ' 
'  O  profeflbr,  if  thy  condition  be  good,  thy  heart  right,  thot 
:  wilt  defire  to  know  the  very  worft  of  tbyfeit  j  and  when  thw 
«haft  made. the  deepeft  fearch  thou  canft,  thou  wilt  ftill  fear  thov 
'haft  not  been  fevere  enough,  and  impartial  enough  to  thyfdfi 
-nothing  will  give  thee  more  content  than  when  thou  feekft 
the  word  dividing  thy  foul  and  fpirit,  thy  joints  and  marrowy 
-nothing  fo  much  comforts  dice  under,  or  after  an  afii&ioi),J» 
■  the  difcovery  it  hath  made  of  my  heart  $  die*  wilt  feem  to  fed 
with  what  an%ftion  thofe  words  came  from  the  prophet's  lips, 
Jen  *ii.  2.  "  But  thou,  O  Lord,  knoweft  me,  thou  haft  feci* 
"«*■  me,  and  tried  my  heart  towards  thee;"  >  O  what  a  tefrcft* 
frig  fweetnefe  will  ftream  through  thy  heart,  and  all  the  powers 
of  thy  foul,  when  thou  canft  make  the  like  appeal  to  God  with 
like  fineerity!  And  certainly,  without  futih  a  dtfpofition  tf 
fpirit  towards  the  trial  of  our  graces,  we  can  have  tittle  evidetfc* 
*ef  Ac  truth  of  thefts      -  \  .  » 
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,C!    li    A    P.      XL 

Containing  divers  practical  injlruflive  inferences  from  this  doc- 
trine i  with  a  ferious  exhortation  to  fc(f -trial  and  thorough 
examination. 

SEC.T.   I       ;    ■; 

infer.  I*  A  RE  there  fuch  variety  o£tria!s  appointed  to 
JLX*  examine  the  fincerity  of  mens  graces ;  how 
great  a  vanity  then  is  hypocrify,  and  to  how  little  purpofe  do 
men  endeavour  to  conceal  and  hide  it  ?  We  fay,  Murder  will 
cut  *  and  we  may  as  confidently  alitrm,  Hypocrify  wilt  out.' 
When  .Rebecca  bad  laid  the  plot  to  dtfguife  her  fen  Jacob,  and 
by  petfonatmg  his  brother,  to  get  the  Meffing,  Jacob  rtius 
objeds  againft  k9  "  My  father,  peradventure,  will  feel  me, 
*  and  I  ffeaU  feemto  him  as  a  deceiver;  and  I  (hall  bring  a 
"  eurfe  upon  me,  and  not  a  bleffing,"  Gen.  xxvR.  12.  as  if 
he  fhould  fay,  hut  what  if  my  father  dete&  the  cheat,  how  then 
fhall  I  look  faint  in  the  face?  How  thall  lefcapea  curie?  Af- 
ter the  fame  manner  every  upright  foul  fcares  itfetf  from  the 
Tray  of  hypocrify.  If  I  diflemUe,  and  pretend  to  be  what! 
am  not,  my  Father  will  €nd  me  out.  Ah  I  there  is  no  dark- 
jtiefk  nor  fhadowof  death  that  can  conceal  the  hypocrite,  but 
out  it  will  come  at  iaft,  let  him  ufe  all  the  art  he  call  to  hide  it. 
Oftentimes  God  dheovers  him  by  the  trials  he  appoints  in  this 
world  1  and  men  in  that  day  fliall  *  return  and  difcern  betwixt 
«*the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  him  that  ferveth 
«  God,  and  him  that  ferveth  him  not/'  Mai.  iii.  18.  But  if 
lie  make  an  hard  Unit  to  get  by  a  private  way  to  hell,  carrying 
this  comfort  with  him  to  the  laft  ftep,  That  no  body  knows  or 
thinks  Ik  i*<gone  thither*  yet1  there  will  be  a  day  when  God 
will  ftrip  him  naked  before  the  great  aflembly  of  angels  and 
men,  and  all  fhall  point  at  him,  and  fey,  Lo  !  this  is  the  man' 
that  made  mt  God  his  hope. 

This  is  he  that  wore  a  garment  of  profeflion  to  deceive,  -but 
Gdd  hath  now  ftript  hkn  out  of  it,  and  all  men  fee  what  he 
ie  :■  For*  M  There  is  nothing  covered,  that  ftaH  not  be  reveal* 
*♦  ed,  and  hid,  that  fhall  not  be  known,"  Matth.  x.  26.  And 
tfie  apoftJe  affures  us,  1  Tim.  v.  24,  25.  u  That  they  that  are 
»*  otherwift,  cannot  be  hid."  If  mens  works  be  not  good,  it 
is  impoffible'they  fhould  be  hid  long :  A  gilded  piece  of  bral* 
t  -    .•--••  •       •       ••  JC/C  a  *  \  .*  k '  -  ;  •' 
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may  psft  from  hand  to  hand  a  little  while,  but  the  toucbfcne 
will  difcover  the  bafe  metal :  If  that  do  not*  the  fire  wilL 

Ofinnerst  away  with  your  hypoerify,  be  honeftt  fincere* 
plain  and  hearty  in  religion :  If  not,  conlufion  of  face  ihall  be 
vour.recornpencc  from  the  -tord  \  that  is  What  you  ibali  get  by 

Infer.  2.  Secondly,  Are  there  fuch  trials  appointed  and  per* 
emitted  by  the  Lord  far  the  difcovery  x>f  his  people's  fincerity 
in  this  world  ?  Then  let  none  of  Guts  people  expeft  a  cnrietjlatim 
in  tku  world  i  Certainly  yon  ihall  meet /witfrna  nrft  here,  70* 
mnftout  of  one  fire  into  another  \  and  it  is  a  mjarciful  coude- 
fcenfion  of  Ac  Lord  to  poor  creatures,  thus  to  ^concern  bin*&tf 
for  their  fafety  and  benefit: «  What  is  wan,  that  tfcou  ifeoitfdft 
«  magnify  him?  and  that  thou  {houldft  fee  thine  heart  Hfr 
*  on  him?  that tbou  {houldft  viGt  him  every  tnonung,  wrf 
«*  try  him  e^ery  moment  ?"  Job  vii.  17, 18- 

Q  it  is  a  great  deal  of  honour  put  upon  a>  poor  worm,  when 
<Jod  will  every  moment  try  him  and  *i&  Wa*  |  fr  argue*  tta 
great  efteem  to?  gold-finith  hath  of  his  gold,  when  he  will  fit 
by  the  furnace  himfelf,  and  order  thefir*  with  his  own  hands 
when  he  pries  fo  often,  and  £>  curioufly  into  the  fining-pot,  to 
fee  that  none  of  his  procious  metal,  upon  which  He  fets  fc* 
feeart,  be  loft. 

Think  it  not  then  a  debating  to  you  tq  be  fo  pften  expofai 
90  triads.  If  God  did  not  value  you  highly*  he  would.  &oM*f 
you  fo  frequently ;  What  would  become  of  youy  if  yeureen* 
4idon  here  (houldbe  more  fettled  and  quiet  than  now  it  is-?  J 
believe  you  find  drofc  enough  in  your  hearts  after  all  the  &r<* 
into  which  God  bath  caft  you :  Surely  there  is  filth  enaugb  m 
the  bed  of  God's  people  to  take  all  this*  it  may  be  a,  great  deal 
more  trouble  than  they  have  yet  met  with.  We  fancy  it  a  brjnre 
life  to  live  ateafe;  and  if.  w<  meet  with  longer  refpitcs  sod 
intervals  ol  trial  than  ufual,  we  are  apt  to  fay,  We  ihall  ne- 
ver b$  moved,  as  David  did,  Pfal^xxx.  6,  or  we  (hail  die  in 
our  ncft,  as  it  is  Job  xxix,  18,  Our  hard  and  difficult  daycare 
over;  but  woe  to  us  if  God  ihould  give  us  the  defire  of  our 
liearts  in  this.  See  what  thetemper  of  thole  mens  fpirits  is, 
that  meet  with  W  charges,  Pfel.  (v»  i$«  "  Becaufe  they  have 
«?  no  changes,  therefore  they  fear  not  God/'  O  it  is  tag** 
to*be  preferved  fyree*  in  brin<?»  than  to  rot  in  honey  I 

Infer.  3.  Thirdly,  let  none  faajtins  tarnedemfidenct  efthfr 
fwnjlrengti  and  facility .  You  are  yet  in  a  ftate  of  trisk 
Bitberto  Qpd  hath  kept  you.  upright  in  all  your  trials  ;  Weft 
Cgd|  but  boaft  not*  you  a^e  fet»  feathers  in  the  vind  tf 
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temptation,  if  God  leave  yoto  to  yourfclves.  Peter  told  Cbrift, 
(and  doubtlefs  lie  fpokc  110  more  than  he  honcftly  rota**)' 
*  Though  all  men  forfake  thee,  yet  will  not  I  .-"And  yon 
know  "what  he  did  when  the  hour  of  his  trial-  came,  Much, 
xxvi.  35*  Angels  left  to  themfclves  have  talk*:  It  is  batter 
to  be  an  humble  worm,  than  a  proud  angel. 

Ah!  how  many  Pendleton*  will  this  profcflingage  Q*ew,i£ 
once  God  bring  us  to  the  fiery  trial?  «  Let  him  that  thinks  he 
«  ftands,  take  heed  left  he  fall."  Ypu  have  not  yet  refitted 
mnto  blood,  ftriving  againft  fin.  None  ftarei  npon  firmer 
ground  than  thofe  that  fee  nothing  in  themfelvcsto  Hand  op* 
an ;  be  that  lean*  upon  his  own  arm,  ufually  benumbs  it,  and 
i      makes  it  ufelefti 

i  Infer.  4*  Fourthly,  Doth  God  kindle  fo  many  fires  in  Sion, 

I  and  fet  his  furnaces  in  Jerufalem,  so  diibover  and  feparate  the 
drofe  from  the  gold*  How  contrary  ate  thofe  men  to  God, 
that  aHowi  yea,  and  prize  the  drofs  of  hypocrify,  which  God 
hates,  and  ftick  not  to  make  die  holy  God  a  patronifer,  and 
eountenancer  of  it  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men  i 

h  is  amafcing  to  read  what  popifli  pens  have  impudently 
written  about  this  matter :  *  Sylvefter  puts  the  queftion,  Whe- 
ther it  be  a  fin  to  make  a  falfc  fhew  of  fan&ity  ?  And  anfweti 
it  thus :  If  it  be  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  profit  of  others, 
it  is  no  fin.  Nay,  they  hate  a  reverence  for  hypocrify,  as  an 
holy  art.  Vincentius  fpends  a  whole  chapter  in  commendation 
of  the  hypocrify  of  St*  Dominic,  and  entities  it,  D*  Janft* 
gas  hyp9cr$  f  L  e.  Of  the  holy  hypocrify  of  that  faint  \  reck- 
oning it  among  his  commendations,  that  he  had  the  art  of  dif- 
fembling.  And  yet,  one  peg  higher,  a  religions  perfon  (filth  f 
another)  that  feigns  himfelf  to  have  more  hoimejjj  than  he 
hath,  that  others  may  be  edified,   fins  not,  but  rather  merits* 

Bluih,  O  heavens !  that  ever  fuch  faftors  for  heJlibould  o- 
pen  and  vend  fuch  ware  as  this  in  the  public  market,  and  in- 
vite the  world  to  hypocrify,  as  that  which  makes  for  the  glory 
of  God,  the  edification  of  men,  and  a  work  meritorious  in  the 
hypocrite  himfelf :  This  is  the  dodrinc  of  devils  indeed ! 

Infer.  5 .  Fifthly >  If  it  be  fo,  that  all  grace  mult  come  to  the 
feft,  and  be  tried  as  gold  in  the  fire,  even  in  this  world  \  how 
are  all  men  concerned  to  ky  a  folid  foundation  at  firft,  and 
thoroughly  deliberate  the  terms  upon  which  they  dole  with 
Chrift,  and  engage  in  the  profeffion  of  his  name  ?  "  Which  of 
<*  you,  (faith  Chnft)  intending  to  build  a  tower,  fitteth  not  down 

*  Afum  tdv  Jtwufation  n.  4.    \  JtrfeiU  in  v.  tyf*cri/isf  nl  I. 


tt£        A  Jkrilus  Exhortation  to  Sdfaxamina&u** 

*  firft,  and  cotmteth  the  coft  i"  Luke  xii.  a8.  K  fome  mat 
had  fet  down  at  firft,  and  pondered  the  conditions  and  terms  of 
Chrift,  they  had  not  fat  down  now  difcouraged,  and  tired  in 
the  way.  The  apoftle  Paul  went  to  work  at  another  rate  ;  he. 
accounted  all  but  dung  and  droft  for  Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  8,  .and 
was  of  the  fame  mind  when  the  a&ual  trial  came}  for  then  he, 
tells  us,  "  He  counted  not  his  life  dear  unto  him/'  A&s  xx. 
14.  Andjthe  apoftle  Peter  admonifhes  believers  "  not  to  think 

*  it  ftrange  concerning  the  fiery  trial  which  was  to  try  thena," 
1  Pet.  ir.  12.  q.d.  Let  none  of  thefe  things  be  furprifals-  to 

Si  5  you  are  told  before-hand  what  you  muft  truft  to  ;  every 
riflian  muft  be  a  martyr,  atleaft  in  the  difpofition  and  refo-. 
lution  of  his  heart. 

O  that  men  would  balance  the  advantages  and  disadvanta- 
ges of  religion,  and  thoroughly  ponder  the  matter  in  their 
deepeft  thoughts !  To  the  teft  you  muft  come  ;  the  rain  will 
fall,  and  the  ftorm  beat  upon  your  buildings ;  look  carefully 
therefore  to  the  foundations. 

Infer.  6.  Sixthly  1  and  hjlly,  Learn  from  this  point  the  un- 
avtiidabkneft  of  fcandals  and  offences  in  the  way  of  religion ; 
for  if  there  be  a  necefiity  of  trial,  there  4s  alfo  a  neceflity  of 
fcandal.  , "  It  muft  needs  be  that  offences^come^  Luke  xviL 
r .  Why,  muft  it  needs  be  ?  The  reafon  is  evident ;  all  muft 
come  to  the  trial,  and  all  are  not  able  to  {tear  it.  Our  Lord 
tells  us,  Matth.  xxiv.  8,  9,  10.*  of  a  day  of  great  ftraits  and' 
perplexity  coming :  "  And  then  (faith  he)  .ihall  many  beof- 
«  fended."  The  day  of  trial  is  the  day  of  fcandal :  By  thefe, 
offences  fome  are  put  a  fearching  themielves*  and  fome  fall  a 
cenfttring  all  others ;  but  the  holy  God  brings  about  his  tad 
both  ways%in  them  that  are  faved,  and  in  them  that  perifh.   •' 

SEC  T.    II. 

WJ£  L  L^hcn,  if  it  be  fo  that  all  muft  into  the  furnace, 
let  every  man  try  his  own  work ;  examine  yourfelves, 
profeflbrs,  iearch  ypur  hearts,  commune  with  your  reins,  no- 
thing more-concerns  you  in  all  the  world  than  this  doth.  Q 
that  you  would  be  more  in  your  clofets,  and  oftner  upon  your 
knees!  O  that  you  would  look  into  th&BibJe,  then  into  your 
hearts,  and  then  to  God,  faying,  with  David,  "  Search  me, 
*4  O  God}  and  know  my  heait ;.  prove  me»  and  try  my  reins, 
u  and  fee  if  there  he  any  way  of  iniquity  in  me !"  Never  did 
religion  thrive  in.tbe  world  fincemens  heads  have  been  fa  over- 
heated with  notions  and  controverfies,  and  their  hearts  i'o 
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fetifitty  cooled  in  their  clo(et-work.  I  have  elfewhere  J  inore 
largely  prefied  this  duty  upon  the  profeffors  of  this  generation, 
and  thither  (hill  refer  the  reader  fdr  the  prefent,  to  fee  the  ne^ 
ceffity  and  importance  of  this  work. 

Here  I  (hall  only  urge  the  duty  of  fclf*trial  by  fotae  pireffing 
rriotives,  and  awakening  confiderations. 

Motive  i .  And  the  firft  (hall  be,  the  exceeding  difficulty  of 
this  work;  difficulty  in  fome  cafes  may  be  a  difcottfagement  j 
but  where  the  matter  is  of  abfolute  neceffity,  as  it  is  here,  no* 
thing  provokes  more  to  diligence ;  w  Strive  (faith  our  Lord)  to 
'«  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate,  for  many  will  feek  to  enter  In, 
-**'  and  (hall  not  be  able,  Luke  xiii,  24.  A  double  difficulty 
'is  found  attending  this  work  of  felf-trial :  Difficulty  to  bring- 
ing the  heart  to  it  ;  and  difficulty  in  the  right  and  fucccfsful 
-management  of  it.  Who  finds  it  not  hard  to  perfuade  hi* 
heart  to  foch  work  as  this  ?  Nature  declines  it,  flefh  and  blood 
reiifli  it  not :  Iv  is  one  of  the  great  feveritiea  in  religion  :  It 
i&  no  eafy  thing  to  bring  a  man  and  his  own  heart  together. % 

It  is  in  ihii  cafe,  as  in  the  ftudy  of  geography  ;  -we  are  more 
fnquifitive  to  know,  and  delighted  when  we  difcover,  the  rari- 
ties of  foreign  countries,  and  Grange  things  in  the  remote 
.parts  of  the  world,  than  thofe  of  our  own  native  country.  I 
fear  there  be  many  profeflbfc  of  religion  that  can  fpend  day  af- 
ter day* in  hearing,  and  love  to  be  disputing  fruitleft  contro- 
verfies,  that  never  fpent  one  day  in  fearching  what  influence 
all  thofe  fermoits  they  have  heard  have,  had  upon  their  hearts, 
or  in  rightly  ftattrig  and  determining  that  great  contro?erfy,  m 
-whofe  right  and  pofleffton  their  fouls  are,  and  which  way  they 
(hall  go  as  foon  as  death  hath  divided  them  from  thofe  mortal 
bodies;  yea,  I  doubt,  many  (infui  hours  are  fpent  in  prying 
into,  reporting  and  confuting  the  failings  of  others,  and  not 
one  hour  faithfully  employed  in  judging  their  own  fcearts  be- 
fore the  Lord :  Oh  !  men  had  rather  be  jabbut  any  other  work 
th?n  this ;  there  is  no  pjeafure  in  it  to  the  flefh. 

And  yet  how  difficult  foever  h  be  to  bring  our  hearts  to  the 
work,  it  is  certainly  much  more  difficult  to  manage  it  fuccefs- 
ful Jy,  and  bring  th6  great  queftion  of  our  (incerity  to  a  clear 
refult  and  iffuc;  Ohow  many  upright  hearts  have  fitt  clofe 
to  this  work  many  a  year,  and  lifted  up  many  a  cry  to  heaven,  , 
and  (bed  many  fecret  undiflemWed  tears  about  it ;  and  yet  (til 
are  in  the  dark,  and  their  minds  greatly  perplexed,  and  filled 
with  fear  about  it!  What  would  they  not  do  ?  What  would 

X  See  before,  my  Stint  Indeed,   £*, 


20§  .  A  firious  Sxbdrtatiafi  tot  Setf-ex<tmbtdtm> 
they  not  fuffcr  ?  What  pleafant  enjoyment  would  they  not  glad* 
ly  part  with,  to  arrive  at  the  defire  of  their  fools,  the  fullaf* 
furance  of  their  fineerity  ?  It  was  the  faying  of  a  pious  wo- 
man, I  have  born  faid  (he,  feven  children,  and  they  have  coft 
mc  as  dear  as  ever  children  coft  a  mother,  yet  I  would  be  con- 
tent to  endure  all  that  forrow  over  again,  to  be  allured  of  the 
Jove  of  God  to  my  foul. 

Motive  a*  Secondly  ,  And  as.  die  work  is  full  of  difficulty,  fo 
the  difcovery  of  your  fineerity  will  be  full  of  fweetnd*  and 
joy  unfpeakable :  It  will  never  repent  you,  that  you  have  prayr 
ed  and  mourned,  that  you  have  trembled  and  feared,  that  you 
have  fearched  and  tried :.  Nay,  it  will  never  repent  you,  that 
God  hath  tried  you  by  thouiands  of  fharp  afflictions  and  deep 
fufferingp,  if,  sifter  all*  your  fineerity  may  be  fully  cleared  up 
to  the  &rjsfa£tion  of  your  fouls  j  for  in  the  fame  day  your  fin- 
eerity fhali  be  cleared,  your  title  to  Chrift  will  be  made  as 
clear  to  your  fouls  as  your  fineerity.  is ;  you  may  then  go  to 
the.proroifes  boldly,  and  take  your  own  Chrift  into  the  arms 
•ef  your  faith,,  and  fay,  "  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his!9 
Tea,  you  may  be,  confident,  it  (hall  be  well  with  you  in  the 
judgment,  ofj  the  great  day,  for  "  God. will  not  caft  away  the 
"  upright. man,"  Job  viii.  zo.  If  the  word  dear  yon  now,  it 
cannot  condemn  you  then.  » 

.  O  what  an  eafe  is  it  to  the  foul,,  when  the  fears  and  douta 
that  haog  about  it  are  gone !  When  a  man  fees  what  be  is,  and 
what  he  hath  in  Chrift  and  the  pitxnifes,  and  what  he  hath  tt> 
]&o  %  even  to  fpend  the  time  betwixt  this  and  heaven,  in  admir- 
ing the  grace,  of  God  that  hath  delivered  him  from  die  ruining 
miftakesand  mifcarriages  by  which  fo  great  a  part  of  the  pro- 
f  effing  world  to  all  eternity. 

Motive  3.  Thirdly ',  The  deep  concernment  of  your  fouls  in 
the  matter  to  be  tried,  ihould  awaken  you  to  the  utmoft  dili- 
gence about  it*  The  trials  of  men  for  their  life*  at  human  ban, 
is  but  a  trifle  to  this :  b  is  your  eternal  happmefe  that  ftandsor 
falls  with  your,  fineerity* 

It  is  faid  in  the  trial  of  opinions,  that  if  a  man  fupferftraft 
hay  or  ftubble.upon  the  foundation,  he  <hall  fufier  lofs  \  yet 
he  himfclf  may  be  faved,  1  Cor.  iti.  12.  But  ifhypoerify  bein 
the  foundation*  there  is  no  fuch  relief,  there  is  no  poffibility  of 
(alvation  in,  that  cafe. 

Ah,  reader,  thou  muft  be  caft  for  evet  according  to  the  into* 

\grity.or.hypocrjfyoftby  heart. with  God.  Summon  in  thenaE 

the  powers  of  thy  foul :  bring  thy  thoughts  as  clofe  as  it  is  poffi- 

"  Mc  to  bring  diem  to  this  matter ;  U  there  be  any  fiihje&of  con- 
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fi&eratfon  aMp  to  drink  mp  thefpirlts  of  a  man,  hfere  it  is' :  N.evcj: 
Was  time  put  to  an  higher  rmffroyfcftieiit  5  never  were  thought^ 
fpent  upon  a  ihore  important  bufinefs,  than  this  is :  Happy  is 
the  man  that  refcues  the  yearS^  months*  davs,  yea,  the  very 
tfcoment*  of  hj$  lift  front  other  fembloyments  to  cpnfecratc  then> 
Unto  this  fdlenm,  awfnlw  and  tnoft  important  bufinefs ! 

Mftiv*  4.  Feurtbty)  How  evidential  will  it  be  of  your  fin*- 
tfcricy>  whe*  f  ou  are  willing  to  come  to  the  trial  of  your  owh 
hearts  f 

Buppofe  yput  dodbt*  and  fear  J  lh6uld  in  fome  degree  fejntfa 
With  yftu  $  yet  m  this  ydu  may  take  fome  Comfort,  that  if  hy- 
pocrify  ^e  >n  your,  heart,  it  is  not  there  by  cbnient :  TTou  are 
hot  lath  to  rife  and  come  to  trial,  because,  like  Rachel,  yeq. 
ttt  upon  yout  idok ;  Certainly  it  is  a  good  Hgn  thy  heart  is  ' 
tight,  when  it  is  filled  wkn  fo  much  fear  left  it  fliould  be  falfe* 
Ton  know  all  the  difciples  f4d,  u  Mafter,  is  it  I  r**  before 
Judas,  who  was  the  traitor,  ff>ake  a  word.  «  Laft  of  all  (faitjuha 
**  text)  Judas  (aid,  Is  it  if"  Our  willingnefs  to  be  tri^is  & 
|job<!  fign  that  the  dfcfire  of  our  foul  is  to  be  right  with  God. 

Motive  $,  Fifthly %  Conclude  it  to  be  your  great  advantage 
to  be  thoroughly  tried,  whatever  you  be  found  to  o£  in  the 
piai:  If  you  be  found  fmeere,  you  are  richly  rewarded  for  aj| 
Jrour  pains  and  labour:  Never  did  that  man  repent  of  digging 
and  toiling,  .that  after  all  hit  Upon  the  rick  vein  that  he  digged 
fcr :  What  is  a  vein  of  gold'  to  a  vein  of  Ancentv !  ' 

y  If  upon  fearch  you  find  the  contrary,  a  falfe,  hypocritical* 
unfound  heart,  yet  in  that  vtry  fad*  difcovery  you  meet  with 
the  greateft  advantage  that  ever  you  had  in  your  lives  for  fal- 
vatlon*  This  difcovery  is  your  great  advantge :  For  now  your 
vain  confidence  being  over-turned* v  and  your  ungrounded  * 
hopes  deftroyed  \  you  lie  open  to-  the  ftroke  of  a  deep  and 
€^&wi  >c©wk9ioti  of  your  fin  and  mHery,  Which  is  the  intro* 
du&ive  mercy  to  all  ot^er  m&$iet  txf  your  fouls  v  and  furely 
fill  yon  come  to  that,  to  give  up  your  falfe  hopes,  and  quit 
your  vain  pretentions,  there  is  no  hope  of  you.  Chrift  told 
j&c  Pharifeaa,  ftfetjft,  *^  31.  Puhlimos  and;  harlots  e*«r 
into  the  kingdoin  kpf  heayen  before  you :.  Puhlicans  wjere  ^(ie  s 
tvoril  foitoTmeru  and  jiarlctB  the  worft  fort  of  women,  and  yet 
they  flood  in  a  rairer  way  for.  .heaven  than  the  hypocritical 
J?hanfees»  bec^ufe  cpnvi£tfpn  had  eafier  accefcto  their  confd-, 
Cnces  :  They  had  pot  thofi?  defence*  and  pleas  of  duty  and  flri£U 
nefc  to  ward  off  the  word,  that  the  felf-coteningPharifeea  h*$L 

%  inay  fcy  of  your  1W*  wa^rouAdififchon^,  m  Ch^  $n 


2io  Rules  to  .be  obferved  hi  the  Triali  ef  Grace* 
another  fenfe,  (aid  to  the  officers  that  came  to  feize  him  roth? 
garden,  If  you  feek  me,  let  the/ego  their  way.  So  it  is  here,  it 
yoo  expect  Chrirt,  aod  falvation  oy  him,  let  yonr  vaia  confi- 
dences go  their  way ;  away  with  your  mafques  and  vizards,  if 
ever  you  expeft  to  fee  Chrifr.  O  it  'is  your  happmefs  to  have  all 
thefc  things  ftript  off,  and  your  nakednefs  and  poverty  difcover; 
cd,  that  you  may  be  rich,  as  the  text  fpeaks. 

Motive  6.  Sixthly,  Confjder  how  near  the  day  of  death  ana* 
judgment  approach  you.  O  thefe  are  fearching  days  wherein 
joo  cannot  be  hid  :  Will  your  cbnfciences,  think  you,  be  pat 
off  in  a  dying  day  as  eafily  as  they  are  now  ?  No,  ho,  yon 
know  they  will  not. 

I  have  heard  of  a  good  titan  that  coofumed  not  only  the  great- 
ell  part  of  the  day,  but  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  night 
alio  in  prayer/  to  the  great  weakening  of  his  body ;  and  being 
asked  by  a  relation  why  he  did  fo,  and  prayed  to  favour  him- 
felf,  he  returned  this  anfwer,  0  I  muft  die,  lmuft  die  s  plainly 
intimating,  that  fo  great  is  the  concernment  of  dying  in  a  clear 
aflured  condition,  that  it  is  richly  worth  the  ekpence  of  all  our 
time  and  flrength  to  feaire  it. 

You  know  alfo  that  after  death  the  judgment,  Heb.  ix.  27. 
you  are  hafteniDg  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  and  terrible  God. 
Death  wiH  put  you  into  hi6  balance  to  be  weighed  exa&ly  ;  aod 
what  gives  the  foul  a  louder  call  to  fearch  itfelf  with  all  dili- 
gence, whilft  it  Hands  at  the  door  of  eternity,  and  its  turn  is 
not  yet  come  to  go  before  that  awful  tribunal :  Q  that  thefe 
Confiderations  might  have  place  upon  our  hearts  ! 


q  h  a  p.    xir. 

Containing  divers  help  for  the  clearing  of  fnctrity*  and  diffr* 
very,  of  bypocrijy. 

SECT.    I. 

YO  U  fee  of  what  importance  the  duty  of  fetf-examioatiofl 
is,  and  how  many  things  put  a  neceffity  and  a  foleninity 
npon  that  work.  Now,  in  the  clofe  of  all,  I  would  offer  yod 
fome  helps  for  the  dtie  management  thereof,  that  is  as  far  as  I 
can  carry  it ;  the  Lord  perfuade  your  hearts  to  the  diligent  and 
faithful  application  and  nfe  of  them.  The  general  rules  w 
dear  fincerity  are  thefe  that  follow  t 
Rule  U  We  may  not  frefsntly  conclude  iue  are  in  the  fate  4 


ftules  to  be  obferved  in' the  Trials  of  Grace.  ait 
fypicrtfyy  becaufe  we  find feme  workings  of  it %  and  tendencies  to 
H  in  our  fpirit  s  :  The  beft  gold  hath  fome  drofs  and  alloy  in  it** 
IJypocrify  is  a  weed  naturally  fpringing  in  all  gr6und,  the  beft* 
heart  is  not  perfe&ly  clear  or  free  of  it :,  It  may  be  we  are 
ftumbled,  when  we  feel  fome  workings  or  grudgings  of  this" 
difeafe  in  ourfelves,  and  looking  into  fuch '  fcriptures  as  thefe, 
John  i.  47.  €i  Behold  an  Ifraelite  indeed,  in  whom  there  isno* 

*  guile  1"  and  Pfal.  xxxii.  1 .  "  Bleffed  is  the  man  unto  whom; 
:    cc  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity,  and  in  whofe  fpirit  there  is 

*  no  guile.** 

This  I  fay  may  (tumble  fome  upright  foul,  not  underfta'nding 
itl  what  an  allayed  and  qualified  fcnfe  thofe  fcriptures  are  to* 
be  underftood:  For  by  a  fpirit  without  guile,  is  not  under-; 
flood  a  perfon  abfotateiy  free  from  all  deceitfulnefs,  and  falfe-' 
nefs  of  heart ;  this  was  the  fole  prerogative  of  the  Lord  Jefus,* 
who  was  feparated  from  finners,  in  whofe  mouth  was  no  guile 
found !  In  whom  the  prince  of  this  world,  in  all  his  trials  and 
attempts  upon  him,  found  nothing:  "But  we  muft  understand* 
k  of  reigning  and  allowed  hypocrify  j  there  is  no  fuch  guile  in 
any  of  the  faints  :  diftinguim  the  prefence  from  the  predomV. 
nance  of  hypocrify,  and  the  doubt  is  refblved. 
:  Rule  2 .  Evpry  true  ground  of  humiliation  for firly  is  not  afyf- 
Jicient  ground  for  doubting  and  quefiioning  our  efiate  and  condi- 
tion* 

There  be  many  more  things  t»  humble  us  upon  the  account' 
of  our  infirmity,  than  there  are  to  ftumble  us  upon  the  accounr 
of  our  integrity :  It  is  the  fin  and  affli&icm  of  fome  good  fouls 
co  caH  their  condition  in  queftion,  upon  every  Hip  and  failing 
in  the  courfeof  their  obedience;.  This  is  the  way  to  debar our- 
felves from  all  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  GhriftSan  life  :* 
"We  find  that  Jofeph  was  once  minded  to  put  away  Mary  his' 
^ipoufed  wife,  not  knowing  that  the  holy  thing  which  was  . 
conceived  in  her  was  by  the*holy  Gfcoft.     It  is  the  firixrf  hypo-'* 
critea  to  take  brafs  for  gold,  and  the  folly  of  faints  to  call  their . 
gold  brafe :  Be  as  (evere  to  youffelves  as  you  will,  always  pro-4 
vided  you  be  juft:  a  There  is  that  maketh  himfelf  rich,  an<f 
**  yet  hath  nothing  5  and  there  is  that  ntaketh  himfelf  poor, - 
♦*  and  yet  Kath  great  riches*"  ProV.  xiii.  7.  Hiram  tailed  the 
cities  Solomon  gave  him,  Cabul,  Dirty,  for  they  pleated  him' 
not,  1  Kings  ix.  13.  It  is  but  an  ill  requital,  an  (mgrateful  re-: 
turn  to  God  for  the  beft  of  Mercies,  to  undervalue  them  in.tour 
hearts,  and  be  ready- upon  all  occafions  to  put  them  away  a* 
mrcrth  nothing; 
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Rule  3.  AJtronger  proficnfion  in  our  natum*  andLimrejjnk 
queni  ijicicUfic$in  our  fr -office  t$  one  fin  than  ahtfberi  dpthndk 
frejfcntfy  infer  our  hyfocrtfy^  a&L.the  mijpunftntfs  of  iter fartl 
yi  refeion.  It  is  true*  every  hy^o^ritc  Jb^tk  fcyne  way  qf  wicfc 
edaefc:  Some  feccaiumh  in  4eHciixT  iniquity  tj>a£  he  deHgbtti^ 
and  loll*  a$  a  facet  rocf  fetander  his  tc^gue  j  fame  Uift  tfcat  ta 
$s  not  filling  to "part  with,  nor  can  end*ie  that  the  knife  of 
mortification  (houJ4  touch  $ ;  and  tHi*  ufvdqufredly  argve* 
Ac  iniSiicerity  an4  rotfceunefs  erf:  bi$  hfart :.  And  it  i$  true,  at 
io,  that'  the  hature  and  conftitutian  of  the  moft  famG&BGd  wo| 
Vidinea  him  rather  t9  o^r  fa*  tfcu^qanojft^  though  fee  it 
fow  himfidf  in  nfoe*,  yeat  though  he  le$  hua&ljf  jp<&e  igascba 
fully  aja^nft  ^>at  ^a  tba&  »ftptbe%  yet  fc*  u#j  ftilj  ha^e  mom 
jrouhle  and  yexjatipA*  mar*  teq^&ictyL  an$  <k$,emea$  foo\ 
jt,  tfyan  any  other. 

As  every  man,  hath  hia  proper  gift,  994  *jEtet  this  m^nac^ 
and  another  after  that,  us  $e  apofUc  ^eal|fc,  1  Cor.  to.  3.  *$ 
qver*  mafl  hath  bU  jjrQpec  &*  aJK  oi^e  afte^  thiis,  mjnff?,;  a#4 
another  after  ttyat  f  For  it  if  with  ongii^al  fo>,  as  it  i^  with  the 
juiqe  o{  lag  of  the  tartly  which  though  it  be  thc^osu^at^  *na^ 
ter  of  aJl  kinds  of  £iuk%  yet  it  is  $e$^%a;e<i  acc^xnUp^  to  the 
Afferent  forta  of  plant*  ajid  feeda  which,  it  *oAin(hes  *  *$  one 
it  becomes  an  appje^  i$  another  %  cherry,  ^  J^ft  fo  it  is  is 
original  corruption,  which  is  turned  into  this  or  that  tetnjptatvr 
$n,  or  fin,  according  **  thi^or  that  con^ution,  ot  employ- 
ment it  finds  u*  yvj  igc>nei|t  i&  paijioa^  in  an^b^r  lu&uia, 
fliird  qovctouf^efs,  i^  a  fourth  levity,  and  fr  ory  N#w  I  fay 
the  frequent  aflauk?  of  this  fin,  provided  vfe  indulge  it  a**,  hq^ 
$y feeing  donJWc  gHa^s,  labour  to  kftp  o^rfel^s  ftQW  on* 
own  iniqtuitjf,  a*  ^v^^  Pfejm  ^v^i.  ^3.  ^  qqC  infef 
^o^hyp<^ri(yofo^l?|Wjrt3^      . 

ftu^e  4.  A.§r*q&r  kackwtdneffi  an#  i^ifaqfivfyg*  tq  up*.  d$% 
iy  rMher.  than  another^  dab  npt  cwiclude  the  heart  t$  he  toh 
fmrid*  and fatfe  -with,  Qr^  fpqpi^eS  ^^f^w^ardly^  difliifx 
a/iii  difiifiprov? any  faty  <jf  *digi*p*V'  **$&*$ *§***/£¥  ***** 
agreement  w^A Cfaifaj&lt tj)ar#  rtffck  tp#efy&m *&£*** 
jm^eakn^anAd^ 

*\  There  afc  fon»e  du^c*  in  rcligio%  a^fuiierh^r  fo*  Ghrirt^ 
Ijeai^ag  ftuijp.  reproifs  fq^  ftj^ _^  A^  cye^  an?  ^F^fe  feeaH 
.  ojndor  a,  prefent  difteinper^  may  find  a  great  deal  qf  ba.ciwa*d- 
nef^  apd  lot^net  t;o /,  yM  ftiU  h^  c^nfents  to  the  iaw^  that  itis, 
jjpoo!,  i^  troujbjed  that  he  cannot  comply  ^iQre  chearfully  w<4| 
his  duty,  and  deJSfes  to  ftand  complete  in  alUhe  wiij  q|  Q^i 
'  Perfection  is  his  aim,  and  injpejf$tiou$  are  his  forrows*. 
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-  9cm*  Gkfitims  hare  tnoch  ado  to  bring  ^heir  hcaits  to  fix-* 
ed,  foieron  meditation ;  their hearts  fly  otf  from  it,  but  this  if 
their  bwdta,  ihaj  it  (hottld  b*  Jo  wW*  then).  T«*,  it  is  t 
Ttrf  dangerous  tfgn  of  hfpoqrUy,  whsa  *  *aa's  zeal  runs  out 
ja  coe  cb$i*u<l  of  obedience  only,  and  bt  h*th  Mt  rdpe£t  to  all 
plod's  coftuxuttWaaf nts ;  as  pbyfciaas  abfcr?cif  the  fweatiflf 
qf  one  part  of  the  body,  when  all  the  reft  i*  cold,,  h  tyinjUains* 
tkal,  and  argues  an  ill  habit :  fifot  whiift  the  foul  heartily  ap« 
proves  all  the  will  of  Gody  and  fifeoerefy  defires  to  come  up  to 
it,  a*d  *kt**$  for  ks  J*ckwajdi*fft,  a»d  deadntfs,  tothmm 
tbat  duty,  and  ibis  is  ivptfctd,  b*t  occafipoal,  tinder  fotoe 
f**ent  iadiipofitHtf),  W  of  mbicb  the  foul  rifetb  by  the  fame 
d^«p  af^ftifoatio*  rif*th  ia  h»»  and  sb#  JUcd  conn*  i* 
Wh  (*ftw«d  ftrttyph  ttpon  bint ;  tiu>>  1 6y>  mp  canfift,  artf 
i*  wy  otdiparkly  found  to  b*  the  cafe  of  uprigbt-bearted  oaca* 
,  fttife:g«  Tie  g/4fK#  tf  &  4$*at  felf^mU  m  duties,  vdtijft 
Jeff  is  net  the  weight  that  moves  the  vtieeU,  tkt  fiejp&fml et$d  *mt* 
dtfyp  W  4rtite<ktf  md  tykif/t  tbrfz  glanctf  art  (prtecled,  and 
Wwmt&fQh  dt  *tf  ttmclytk  tk  he&rt  U  ke  wfom<k  +nd  fyp+, 
Cf*u#li*  *e$gm  •:  For  qven  ajnwg  tbq moA  deeply  fenttificdi 
few  ca&  tap  *bw  qp  fo  fcady  and  i**4  w|th  pare*  and 
pnmixed  refpe&s,  to  the  glory  of  God,  hut  that  there  will  b§ 
(aks  4  Kip  frc^HOtiji  bm  by**l4fe  frfoigating  af4  creeping 
imp  the  bf art. 

Tbpfci  UM  4*^*1*  kim  won  the  Orifice*  kt  the  foal 
take  what  pains  it  caa  to  driqe  them  aweaj  ;  It  i*  well  that  ear 
fligh-prieft  bears  die  inigvif  fcs  Qf  our  holy  things  fcpr  «&.  Peter 
)*d«M>  mocbre^ird  10  tte  pka&ngof  oca,  a*d  did  oot  walk 
vrith  that  u^igbtaels  towards  thf  Gc^tiie  ChriAiaus,  aodt  the 
WifV*«g  J*****  W  ^  «^W  of  Uherty,  as  became  bim»  GaU  . 
\i.  13,  1 4,  for  which,  as  Paul  faith,  be  ought  tq  be  Manet)* 
»h1  he  did  Uwe  him :  Bat  yot  f»cb  a  feuiiae  «  ^^t  ia  the 
fad  of  hi*  d*ty»  djdncft  coi^wp  hi*x  fexpibiic  periormaff^ 
«e^  thent  awy  be  too  q^cb  vanity^  io  works  of  charity  tot 
Enoch  ofte*uuock;  thefc  are  all  wprkiogs  of  hypocrify  io  mt 
and  matters  of  bomiliatip^  to  us^;  hqt  whtift  they  are  dUalk>w>* 
#d,  cortecled,  and  mourDed  ovcj:,  are  coafjfteot  with  integrity .s 
«R«le  6,  Th*  doubts  andfusrs  tbtt  hang  ufim%  mid  perptofc 
Wr  fpmu  <*kut  the  bypoftify  *f  ewrbtarUt  do  mt  conclude  thai 
tktfftfpFt  vh  4r*  VfkU.  W  fiojr  lurfelvts  to  be.  God  will  not 
fpodemn  cyeey ^otu^  tpr  a  hypocrite  thaf  (n^pofts,  yea^,  or  chart 
gps  Wtftfolf  with  hypocrify.  Holy  David  thought  bis  heart  was 
oot  right  with  God,  after  that  great  flip  of  his  in  the  m&uer  *{ 
Vx\&'f  ao4  therefore  bepof  God  to  renew  a  right  fpirithi 


*  !4  tieatt-fmn&mg  Quejfont. 

Mm,  Pfel.  R.  10,  ii9  12.  his  ifltegrfty  was  indeed  Wounded, 
tad  he  thought  deftroyed  by  that  fall.  ' 

Holy  Mr.  Bradford  Jo  vehemently  doubted  the  (Sincerity' of 
bit-heart,  that  he  fubferibed  feme'  of  bfs  letters,  as  Mr.  Fox 
tells  us,  John  Bradford  the  hypocrite ;  a  very  painted  fepukhrez 
And  yet  in  h  feying,  he  utterly  misjudged  the  ftate  and  temper 
Of  his  own  fool. 

SECT*    H.  ' 

WELL  then,  let  not  the  upright  beuujuft  to  thcat- 
felvet,  io  cenfuring  their  own  hearts;1,  they  are  bad 
enough,  but  let  us  not  make  them  worte  than  they  are,  boi 
thankfully  own,  and  acknowledge  the  leaft  degrees  of  grace  and 
integrity  in  them ;  and  poffibiyoor  uprightndTs  might  be  foooer 
discovered  to  us,  if,  in  u  due  compofore  of  fpirit,  we  would 
fit  down,  and  attend  the  true  anfwers  of  our  own  hearts  to 
ftteh  qocftioris  as  thefe  are. 

Queft.  i>  Do  I  make  the  approbation- of  God,  or  the  applaafe 
of  men,  the  very  end  and  main  defign  of  my  religious  perform- 
ances, according  to  i  TheiT.  ii.  4  Col.  Hi.  a 3/ will  the  accepta- 
tion qf  my  duties  with  men  (atisfy  me,  whether  God  accept  my 
duties  -and  pcrfoo,  or  not  ?  *     .     ;       -  •      ' 

$utft.  2fc  la  it  the  reproach  and  fhame  that  attends rfin  at  pre- 
fcm,  aod  the  danger  and  mifery  that  will  follow  it  hereafter* 
that  retrains  me  from  the  commifTion  of  it  >  Or  is  it  the  fear  of 
God  tu  my  foul,  aod  the  hatred  I  bear  to  fin  as  it  is  fin  ?  ac- 
Cording  to  Pfal.  xix.  12.  and  Pfal.  cxtx.  113. 

Styrft.  3.  Can  1  truty  and  hcatiily  rejoice  to  fee  God's  work 
.  carried  on  in  the  world,  and  his  glory  promoted  by  other  hands, 
though  1  have  do  fliare  in  the  credit  and  honour  of  it,  as  Paul 
did?  Phil.  i.  18. 

•  £hteft.  4.  li  there  no  duty  ^n  religion  fo  full  of  difficulty  aod 
felt-dental,  but  I  defire  *6  comply  with  it  ? v  And  is  sill  the  holy 
and  good  will  of  God  acceptable  to  my  foul,  though  I  cannot 
rife  up  with  like  readinefs  to  (he  performance  or  all  duties  %  ac- 
cording to  that  pattern  ?  Pfal.-cxix.  6;  ' 

§>u*fl+  5-  Ami  fincerely  refolded  to  follow  Chrifr  and  holfnefr 
at  all  feafons,  however  the  afpefts  of  the  times  may  be  upon  rf- 
ligion  I  Or  do  I  carry  myfclf  fo  warily  and  covertly  as* to  Ahm* 
all  hazards  for  jeligidn  ;  having  a  fecret  refer  veto  my  heart  to 
raooch  out  no  farther  than  I  may  return  vvith  fafety ;  contrary 
to  the  praftice  aod  refolution  of  upright  fouls  ?  Pfaim  cxyi,  3, 
Pfdl.  xlivr  18,  19*  Rev.  xxii.  U.  '         ^ 
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<  9$$*  <*.  Do  !  wake  no  ccrafcience  of  committing  fecret  fins, 
or  neglettiog  fccret  duties  \  Or  am  Iconfcienrious  both  in  th* 
one  and  other,  according  to  the  rules  an,d patterns  of  integrity  t 
Matth.  vi.  5,6.  Ptal.  xia.  12.  N 

A  few  foch  queftions  foiemnly  propounded  to  our  own  hearts, 
111  a  calm  and  ferious  hour,  would  found  them,  and  difcover 
much  of  their  fincerity  towards  the  Lord, 

SECT.    III. 

AN  D  as  upright-  hearts  are  too  apt  to  apply  to  themiefve*  the 
threats  and  miferies  pf  hypocrites,  fo  hypocrites,  on  the 
Contrary,  arc  as  apt  to  catch  hold  of  the  proaoi&s  and  privi- 
leges pertaining  to  believers,  \ 

To  detect  therefore  the  fool-damning  raiftake*  of  foch  de- 
ceived fouls,  0  thatthefe  followiog  rules  might  be  Audied,  and 
faithfully  applied  to  their  conviction  and  recovery* 

Rule  1.  It  is  not  enough  to  clear  a  man  from  hypocrify,  that. 
he  knows  net  bimftlf  to  be  an  hypocrite.  All  hypocrites  are  not 
defigping  hypocrites ;  they  deceive  tbemfelves  as  well  as  others  * 
**  Many  will  lay  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  have  wo  not  prophc- 
*'  fied  in  thy  name,"  &c.  Matth.  vhVaa.  Hell  will  be  a  mere 
fnrprizal  to  multitudes  of  profeflbrs :  a  iqau  may  live  and  die 
to  a  blind,  ungrounded  confidence  of  his  iafe  condition,  and 
not  fear  his  ruin,  till  he  begins  to  feel  it. 

Rule  2.  Zeal  and  forwardnefs  in  the  caufeof  God,  and  for 
the  ref or  (nation  of  his  worfbipt  will  not  clear  a  man  frofn  the 
danger  of  hypocrify*  Jehu  was  a  zealous  reformer,  and  yet  but 
a  painted  fepuicbre.  In  the  year  1549*  reformation  grew  fo 
much  iu  reputation,  even  among  the  nobles  aad  gentry  in  Ger- 
many, that,  many  of  them  caufed  thefe  five  letters,  V.  D.  M.  /. 
jie.  being  the  initial  letters  of  thefe  words,  Verbum  Domini 
manet  in  aeternum  :■  u  e  The  word  of  the  Lord  abide th  for  ever, 
to  be  wrought,  or  embroidered,  or  fet  in  plates!  fome  upon 
their  clokes*  and  others  upon  the  fleevesof  their  garments; 
to  &ew  to  all  the  world,  faith  *  my  author,  that  forfaking  all. 
Popifh  traditions,  they  would  now  cleave  to  the '  pure  do&rint 
$pd  dtfcipline  of  the  eternal  Word* 

And  no  doubt  they  would  have  been  as  good  as  their  word* 
if  what  was  embroidered  on  their  clokes,  had  been  engraven  on 
their  hearts;  but,  Come,  fee  my  zeal,  mars  all. 

Rule  3.  It  is  nofufficient  evidence  of  a  man's  own  integrity,  that 

*  JobnJ¥olfet  Left.  Memer.    Tom.  2.  ad  Anno  1 J  4 J, 


&ttf  Jfeart-fiuruting  Quftteftt. 

be  hdtn  hypocrlfy  in  another :  for,  as  ofte  prob£  tam  fiaytufea* 
toother,  and  he  that  is  covetous  himfetf,  wlH  be  apt  to  ctnfort 
another  for  being  fo ;  tafts .  may  be  ^contrary  to  ooe  another,  a* 
veil  a*  all  of  them  contrary  to  grace ;  fo  may  an  Hypocrite  lpath 
that  hi  another,  which  yet  he  alfaweth  hi  himfett  t  Nay,  h  i* 
Ike  poRcy  of  fake  to  declaim  again!)  the  hypotrffy  of  other*, 
thereby  to  hide  their  own.  Hypocrites  are  ftobtf  of  the  mdft 
modeft  cenfnrcrsof  others,  Pfel.  %xx*.  16.  A  fidt  jeft  feafon* 
ed  their  meat. 

Rale  4.  The  mere  performance  of  private  duties  -wMnrtcfcata 
man/ram  bjpeerefy.  Th?  tnAacnee  of  education,  or  fopport  of 
K  reputation,  or  ike  tapeMe  of  a  convinced  confcieace  may  ftfdfcg 
a  man  to  it ;  and  yet  all  this  while  his  heart  may  not  be  catAtt 
thither  with  Hcmgry  add  tfchrfty  define  after  Q&A  :  if  is  nor" the 
aMttar  of  any  duty  that  dlftingmfhes  the  Ibnhd  and  unfoM 
profeflbrs ;  bat  the  matte*,  defigft*,  and  ends  of  the  fottf  ia 
them. 

Rule  5. %  The  vague  and  tprrthns  yon  tevegetatong  €hriJHm} 
efymtrJSncerbjh  mrittmt  be  fujfieient  to  cle&r  you  f  tern  the  dan* 
g*rof  kypecpify.  Chrtft  tell*  the  angel  of  Sardls,  Rev.  ill  u 
*  Thoa  haft  a  name  that  them  Rreft,  and  art  dead:'*  The  fall  of 
Hymenet*  and  Philettls,  coald  never  hate  fhatten  the  Faith  of  the 
ftfttsas  it  did,  had  they  not  had  great  credit  in  thfe  chnrch,  ixd 
been  men  of  renown  for  pfety  among  them. 

R«te  6.  tbur  rtfptfo  and  /toe  t*  them  that  are  the  j/tneere 
and  upright  fir* ants  *f  <W,  *>»#  ««*  ckaryon  from  the  dantef 
ef  being*  hypocrites  yeurfehes  :  for  the  bare  loving  of  a  ChrHHad 
is  notchara<jferlflkat  and  evidential  of  a  man's  own  ChrHKanky, 
except  he  love  turn,  jua  toKs,  as  he  i*  a  Chrtflian,  or  as  he  be* 
tangs  to  Chrift  ;  and  fo  his  fiacerity  becomes  the  attractive  of 
thy  affeftkm.  There  are  a  thotrfand  byconfiderations,  and  re- 
fpeAs,  that  may  kindle  a  man1*  tote  to  the  faints,  befides  their 
kuagrkf-  v 

SEC  T.'  tV. 

VtT  E^L  L,  the*,  if  thmr  wotfldft  indeed  fee  the  tafguftdfedt 
^*     of  thy  own  heart,  propound  fodr  heart-foqtidnig  qa^ 
itlens  as  thefe.  to  fbyfelf. 

Qutfl*  1  Do  I  engage  myheart  totipproadi  ttofo  Cod  io  the 
courfe  of  my  duties  ?  Or  <fc>  I  go  in  the  round  df  Unties,  t& 
tog  go  heed  to  my  heatt  id  them?  If Jo,  compare  this,  fffflp- 
torn  of  thy  hyppcrify  with  that  in  %  Kings  JC  j.  a,nd  tfoat  is 
Ezsk.  tuft*  }V 3*.  \     "  ~ 
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gjujl*  2.  Am  I  not  fwayed  and  moted  by  felf-fnterfefr  and 
camal  refpe&s  in  the  ways  of  religion,  the  accommodation  of 
•  lame  wordly  intercft,  oogetting  a  name  and  reputation  of  god- 
imefs  ?  If  fo,  bow  apparently  do  the  fame  fymptoms  of  hypo- 
criiy  appear  upon  my  foul,  which  did  upon  Judas,  John  xii. 
6*  and  on  jchu,  2. Kings  ix.  13,  14. 

Queftr  3*  Have  I  not  fome  fecret  raferves  in  my  heart,  not- 
witmtanding  that  face  and  appearance  of  zeal  which  I  pnt  on>  ? 
Certainly  if  there  be  any  fin  that  I  cannot  part  with,  any  Cof- 
fering for  Chrift  which  I  rcfolvq  againft  in  my  heart;  I  am  none 
of  -his  difciples,  my  heart  is  not  right  with  Gad,  the  fearcber 
.of  hearts  himfclf  being  Judge,  Luke  xiv.  26,  27. 

<$±*ft*  4*  What  confeience  do  I  make  of  fecret  fins  ?  Do  I 
mourn  for  a  vain  heart,  wandering  thoughts,  fpiritual  deadnefs*? 
And  do  I  coofcieotioufly  abftain  from  the  piaftice  of  fecret  fins, 
when  there  is  no  danger  of  difcovery,  no  fear*  of  forfeiting  my 
*  reputation  by  it  ?  Is  it  Cod's  eye,  or  man's,  that  awes  me  from 
commiffioa  of  (in  ? .  Certainly,  .if  A  allow  myfclf  in  fecret  fins, 
I  am  not  of  the  number  of  God's  upright  people,  whofe  fpi- 
fits  are  of  a  contrary  teftiper  to  mine,  JPfal.  cxix.  113.  and 
Pfal.  xii.  12. 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

T  Will  (hut  up  all  with  five  or  fix  concluding  coupfels,  (which 
.  *    the  Lord  iroprefs  upon  the  heart  of  him  tharwrites,  and  thofe 
that  ihall  read  them)  to  prefcrve  aod  antidote  the  foul  againft 
the  .dangerous  infinuattan  and  leaven  of  hypocrify. 

Counfcl.  1 .  Intreat  the  Lord  night  and  day,  for  a  renewed  and 
right  fpvriU  All  the  helps  and  directions  in  the  world  will  noc 
antidote  and  prefcrve  you  from  hypocrify,  nothing  will  be  found 
.able  to  keep  you  right,  till  fanftification  hath  firft  fe,t  you  right. 
Ezek.  xkxvi.  27.  "  J  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you ;  aod  caufe 
**  you  to  walk  in  my  lUtutes." 

A  bow]  may  keep  by  a  ftraft  line,  (b  long  as  the  iroprefTed 
•  force  of  Hie  band  that  delivered  it  remains  ftrong  upon  it ;  but 
as  that  wears  oft  fo  its  motions  fail,  and  its  own  biafs  (ways 
.and  turns  it.  A  fright  of  confeience,  a  pang  of  warm  affec- 
tion, or  the  influence  of  fome  great  example,  or  a  good  educa-  ^ 
tfcm,  may  influence  an  unrenewed  foal,  and  pufh  it  on  in  tho  " 
.^ay  of  religion  for  a  feaibn  ;  but  the  heart  fo  influenced,  mud. 
.and  will  retnrp  tp  its. own  natural  courfe  again.  And  I  think 
there  wants  nothin$bnt  tiro©,  or  a  fuitable  temptation,  to  difco* 
V€r  the  true  temper  of  many  a  profeflbr's  fpUit :  pray!  therefore, 
v    VouYlh      ;  E« 


-at*  Nectjfary  Ceuriftls  td  aU  Preftffoh. 

m  that  holy  man  did,  Pfal.  arix.  So.    "  Let  ray  heart  be  £tt4 
"  in  thy  (brutes,  that  1  be  not  afhamed/' 

Counfcl  a.  Akuays  fttfpett  a*d  ixtfnine  y<tor  tndt  in  *t>hat  ytt% 
d$.  Sincerity  and  hypocrify  lie  much  ia  yooreods  atad  defigns; 
as  they  arc,  (b  are  you.  The  intentions  of  the  heart  lie  deep  \ 
a  man  may  do  the  fame  aft'ioo  to  an  holy  cad,  and  his  perfcn 
and  fervicfc  be  accepted  with  God ;  which  another  doing  Jer  a 
corrupt  end,  it  may  be  reckoned  his  (in,  and  both  his  perto 
and  fcrvkc  he  abhorred  by  the  Lord.  We  find  two  men  ridiufc 
in  one  chariot,  and  both  of  them  concerned  m  the  (ame  expe- 
dition, Jtho,  the  ion  of  Mhnfhi,  and  Jonadrfb,  the  Ion  of 
Rechab,  %  Kings  x.  15,  23.  Bin  though  the  work  they  en- 
gaged in  was  one,  and  the  fame,  yet  the  different  ends  they 
aimed  at,  -made  the  fame  a&ion  an  excellent  dnty  in  jooad*$, 
aod  an  aft  of  vile  hypocrify  in  Jeha  *  Idem  quod  dud  fadwBt 
nm  eft  idem  :  h  was 'the  faying  of  a  good  foot,  commended  for 
a  good  acYion  :  the  work  indeed  is  good,  bnt  I  fear  the  endttf 
it.  Self  ends  arc  creeping,  and  iafmnating  thing?  iau>  the  beft 
anions. 

CqudCJ  3.  Scare  ywrftlxHs  <mitk  the  dotty  fears  cflhejk 
*  that  is  i;z,  and  the  tnifery  that  will  follow  hypocrify.  -  Look  up- 
on it  as  the  mod  odious  -fin  m  the  eyes  of  God  and  men :  to 
want  holioefs,  is  bad  enough,  but  to  diffimakte  and  pretend 
it,  when  We  have  it  not,  is  doable  impiety  :  to  make  refigfcn, 
the  moft  glorious  thing  m  the  world,  a  mere  ftrrrnp  to  prefer- 
tnept,  and  a  covert  to  wickedods :  O  bow  vibe  *  tbmg  is  it  \ 
God  made  Cbrift  *  tier ifice  for  £&,  and  the  hypocrite  witi  make 
him  4  cloak  for  fin.  A 

And  as  to  the  pnoifomeotsthat  foRoW  it,  they  arc  fiskablc  to 
the  nature  of  the  fin  ;  for  as  hypocrify  is  oorrof  Weafbre  fiofcf, 
fo  the  reward  atfd  pun'tibment  of  it  wiii  be  out  of  meafare  dreid' 
ful.  Matth.  xnrv.  5 1.  u  He  ftail  cot  him  afunder,  aadappoitr 
"  him  his  portion  with  hypocrites  ;  there  fitail  be  weeping  and 
"  gna&ing  of  teeth." 

Connfe]  4.  Be  daily  et  Toarkin.  the  mortification  if  t&ojeh/h 
that  breed  hypocrify.  It  is  puma,  without  coach  ftftfag,  that 
pride,  vainglory,  felf-love,  and  a  Wordiy  heart,  are  the  fa* 
oat  of  which  this  cw&d  plant  fpriagstip  io  the  fouls -of  ox*. 
Dig  hue  tq  the  root,  and  yon  (hall  cem'uriy  find  thefe  tbiogr 
thete ;  aod  till  the  Lord  help  yon  to  kill  and  mortify  thefc 
hypocrify  will  fpring  np  in  all  your  duties  to  God,  and  iasfl 
your  converfes  with  men.  \  *    - 

Coonfel  5.  Attend  the  native  voice  of  yatir  own  emfeknea^ 
the  day  of  ficknefs,  fear  or  trouble,  and  take  /fecial  net  ice  xf  in 


Affklr  -or  upbraiding* ,  which,  like  a  flitch  in  your  Jtie,  *miH  : 
gird  you  at  fuch  times  :  Commonly  io  that  Ties  your  created 
daager :  Beware  o£  that  evil  which,  confcicncc  brands  ana  marks 
at  tab  times,  whether  if  be  your  living  io,  the  practice  of  forne 
iecret  fin,  or  in  the  negjk&s  of  feme  known,  duty :  Tbefe 
frights  of  cpnfcienoe  mark  out  the  corruption,  wherein  .|ojm; 
danger  moitty  li(£, 

.  Conofe,!,  6.  Let  us  aH  that  firofefs  relighm  he  uniform  and  flea- 
<{y  in  the  prejeffm  and  practice  0/  it,  luitfout- politic  refuvet, 
indhy emends. 

O  take  heed  cftbia  Laodicean,  neutrality  and  ipdifereucy 
which  Cbrift  hates:  Be  fore  your  ground  be  good,  and  then 
before  ypij. fraud  your  gtoifQcL  The religion of  time-fenrers 
iibat,  hypoenfy*  Thay  tow  fluices  in  their  confidence*  which , 
they.can  open  or  &ut  as  cqqi6oq  rehires :  Every  fox  will  have 
at  Ipaft  two  holeato  bis  dea,  that  if  one  be  ftopr,  he  may  e- 
fcap^at  the  oiher.  The  hypocrite  pofe,th  hipifelf  fo  eveoly  is 
a  mediocrity,  tba%  a*  it  is  laid  of  Baldwin,  Let  Anthony  win, 
let  Auguftjua  win,  all  is  ooe:  So  letChrift  win,  or  let  Anti* 
thrift  win,  he  hopes  to  make  every  wind  that  can  blow  fervice- 
abie  to  waft  tym  to  the  port  of  his  own  mrereft* 
.  The  hypocrite  ruth  always  more  of  the  moon  than  of  the  Gin ; 
little  Ugjha,  many  foots,  and  frequent  changes :  It  i$  caficr  to 
him  to-bo-w  t*  tfe*  twfri  thaafe  bpar  the  croft  1  to  lio,  than,  to 
foffer. 

Oijr  own  fiery  teHs  us  of  a  poor  Umpk  worna*  that  lived 
both  in  th*  reigpi  of  queen  Mary,  and  queen  Elfcabcth,  and 
would  conftamly{$y  her  prayers  both  ia  Latin  upd  English, 
that. (he  nfig^t  be  fiwe  to  plcafe  ooe  fide  or  other ;  and  let  God, 
faid  (he,  take  which  lrkqs  him  be  A.     What  is  noted,  a*  aft  aft 
of  rtfkttlpua  fio^piicity  ia  her9/  the  thne-ferving  bypoaire  gc- 
cpuot*  ?p$iftt.of  deep  policy  in  himfelf. 
t  The  tiqaet*  tyider Diodcfiai* were  Pagan;  voder, ConX!a&tioe,, 
Chriftian ;  q&der  Conftantius,  Arian ;  under  Joljan,  A  port  ate  v 
aadunpV  Jovial  Cb^ifltap  agjrin  .•  ApdaJi  this  within  the  £jpace 
of  feveory  yea^s,  the  age,  of  one  man.    O,  what  thifcing,  andr 
Ruffling  was  there  among  tKe  men  of  that  generation  1     The 
chattg^s  of  weaxhGrfl5^.tbe^niaModne6of  men's  bodies,  and 
the  cha?gg$  of  times,  the  unfoupdnefs  of  -  their  fouls, 
;  GbriAi*g>  if  ever  thou  wilt  manifelr  and  maintain  thine  inte- 
grity^ be  a  man  but  of  one  design,  and  be  fure  that  be  an  ho- 
ptft  and  good  deiigu,  tofecure  heaven,  whatever  becomes,  of 


*4o  Necejfary  Counfels  to  att  ^rtfejjors:* 

earth  :   To  hold  faft  Integrity,  whatever  thoo  art  forced  ttrlet 

go  for  ita  fike. 

Take  heed  of  pious  frauds  :  Certainly  it  wa*  the  devil  that 
firft  married  thefe  two  words  together,  for  they  never  did,  nor 
can  agree  betwixt  themfelves,  nor  was  ever  foch  a  marriage  made 
in  heaven. 

Never  fludy  to  model  religion,  and  the  exerctfes  thereof,  m  i 
confifteocy  with,  or  fubferviency  to  your  flefhly  interefts :  *  If 
your  religion  be  but  a  mock  religion/  your  reward  (hall  be  tot 
a  mock  heaven,  that  is  a  real  hell.  .     . 

O  the  vanity  and  inutility  of  thefe  projects  and  defigns !  Men 
drive  to  caft  themfelves  into  ftich  modes  *  and  (fent  themfelves 
to  foch  meafures  of  religion,  as  they  think  will  beft  promote! 
or  fecure  their  earthly  interefts :  but  it  often  falfs  out,  contrary 
to  their  expectation,  that  their  deep- policies  are  ridiculous  fol- 
lies ;  they  become  the  grief  and  (ha  me  of  their  friends,  and  the 
ftorn  and  fong  of  their  enemies.  And  often  it  fares  with  them, 
as  with  him  that  placed  himfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  table, 
where  he  could  neither  reach  the  difh  above;  him,  nor  that  be- 
Idw  him,  Efuriunt  medii,  tfc.  and,  which  is  the  very  Ueft  of  it, 
if  earthly  intereft  be  accommodated  by  finful  neutrality,  and  a 
Laodicean  ipdirferency  in  religion,  yet  no  good  man  (houid 
once  feel  a  temptation  to  embrace  it,  except  he  think  what  is 
Vrantingin  the  fweetoefs  of-bis  fleep,  may  be  fully  recompen- 
sed to  him  by  the  ftateliheJfe  of  his  bed,  and  richer  furniture  of 
his  chamber  ;  I  mean* '  that  a  fuller  and  higher  condition  in  the 
world,  can  make  him  amends  for  the  lofs  of  his  inward  peace, 
and  the  quiet  repofe  of  a  good  conference :  Thefe  bye-ends  and 
felf-interefts  are  the  Kttle  pafiiges  through  which  hypocrify 
creeps  in  upon  the  profeflbrs  of  religion. 

O  let  this  be  your  rejoicing;  which  was  Pauljs,  ♦♦The  tefti- 
"  mony  of  your  confeience,  that  in  all  fincerky  and  godly  fitn- 
4i  plidty,  not  in  flefhly  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  yoa 
€*  have  had  your  conventions  in  this  world,"  2  Cor.  i.  12. 

Let  that  be  your  daily  prayer  and  cry  to  heaven,  which  was 
pavid's,  Pftl.  xxv.  21.  V  Let  integrity  and  uprightnefs  preferve 
«f  me,  for  I  wait  on  thee.*     ; 

Couofel  7.  Keep  your  hearts  day  mid  night  under  the- awe  tf 
God's  all-jeeing  eye  :  Remember  he  beholds  ail  your  ways,  and 
*ponders-all  your  thoughts  ;  how  covertly  foeVer  hypocrHy  may 
be  carried  for  a  time,  all  mud  and  will  out  at  lad,  Luke  xii.  3. 
Secrefy  is  the  main  inducement  to  hypocrHy,  but  h  will  fall  oat 
with  the  hypocrite,  as  it  did  with  Ottocar  the  king  of  Bohemia, 
who  refufed  19  do  homage  to  Rodolphus  the  emperor,  till  at  bit 


AsTohenfor  Mourners*    .  .      *ai 

ch*fHfe£  with  ^ar,  he  was  content  to  do  him  homage  private- 
ly in  a  tent :  But  the  teqt  was  (b  contrived  by  the  emperor's 
ferrants,  that;  by  drawing  onfe  cord,  it  was  taken  all  away ; 
and  fo  Ott$car  prefented  on  his  knees  doing  homage  in  view  pf 
three  armies. 

Header,  Awe  thy  heart  with  God's  eye,  know  that  he  will ' 
bring  every  fecret  thing  into  judgment.     Thus  did  Job,  and  it 
preferred  him,  Job  xxxi.  I,  4.     Thus  did  David,  and  it  pre-' 
ierved  him,  Pfal.  xviiu  21,  22,  23.     Thus  do  thou  alfo,  and  it 
vril)  preferve  thee  blamelefs,  and  without  guile  to  the  day  of 
thrift. 


T     OK    EN 

for' 

MO    U    R    N    E    R    S. 

OR,  s 

The  Advice  of  Christ  to  a  diftreffed  Mother,  be- 
wailing the  Death  of  her  dear  and  only  Son:  Where- 
in the  Boundaries  of  Sorrow  are  duly  fixed,  Excefles 
restrained,  the  common  Pleas  anfwered,  and  divers 
Rule*  for  the  fupport  of  God's  affiled  Ones  pre- 
fcribed. 
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The    EPISTLE    DEDICATORY. 

To  his  dearly  beloved  brother  andfifter,  Mr.  J.  C.  and  Mrj.  E.  C. 
the  Author  wjbeth  grace %  mercy  ,  and  peace. 

Dear  Friends, 

THE  double  tye  of  nature  and.  grace,  befidc  the  many 
endearing  paiTages  that  for  fo  many  years  have  linked  and 
gkwedour  affe&ions  fo  intimately,  cannot  but  beget  a  render 
fynpath;  in  me  with  you,  under  all  your  troubles,  and  make 


*U  -  The  Epifii*  Dedicatory. < 

me  fay  of  ettry  affliftion  which  befals  joo.  Half 'a  mine.  •  I  fiui 
it  is  with  ooraffettions,  as.  with  the  ftsings.of  muGcalioftnr 
mtnts,  exactly  fct  at  the  fame  height,,  if  one  be  touched,  the  0- 
ther  trembles,  though  it  he  at  Tome  diftaacc.  % 

Our  afieltions  are  one,  and  fo  in  a  great  meafare  have  heat 
oar  affliction*  alio.  Too,  cannot  forgpt  that  in  the  yeats  lately 
paft,  the  Almighty  vtfitcd  my  tabernacle  with  the  rod,  and  io  oae 
y$ar„  cut  off  from  it  the  root,  and  thf  branch,  the  tendec  mo- 
ther, and  the  only  fon.  What  the  efefls  of  thofc  ftcokes,  or 
r%tberof  my  own  unmortificd  paffioas  werq,  I  have  felt,  and 
yon  and  others  have  heard.  Sorely  I  was  as  a  bollock  unaccus- 
tomed to  the  yoke.  Yea,  I  may  fay  with  them,  Lam.  Yiu  19, 
7ft,  "  Remembering  mine  affliction  and  my  mlfery,  the.  worn;- 
"  wood  and  the  gall,  my  fonl  hath  them  Aill  in  remembrance, 

.  "  and  is  humbled  in  me." 

I  dare  not  {ay  that  ever  I  felt  my  heart  difcontentedlf  riling 
and  fweffing  againfl  God  ;  no,  I  could  (lill  jufltfy  him,  when  1 
modi fagfiMy  (matted  by  bis  hand:.  If  he  kyi  plunged  n^&inta 
a  fea  of  forrow,  yet  I  could  lay,  in  all  that  lea  of  for  row.  there 
is  not  a  drop  of  injuflice  :  But  it  was  the  over-heating,  and 
<jver-afting  of  my  fond  and  unmodified  affeftions  and  paJEons 

'  th^t  made  ft  fad  impreflionj  upon  mjjbody,,  snd  cat  pe.  under 
thole  difttmpcrs  which  loon  embittered  all  my  remaining  com? 
forts  to  me. 

It  was  my  earneft  defire,  fa  foon-as  I  had  ftrength  and  oppor* 
ttm\ty  far  fo  g*eat  a  jounney,  to  vifit  you^  thai  fo,  if  th/?  Ix#4* 
had-pleafed,  I  might  both  refrefh,  and  be  r$fire(hcd  by,  yon* 
after  all  my  fed  and  difconfolate  days.  And  you  cannot  ima- 
gine what  content  and  pleafure  I  projected  in  that  viCt ;  b«*  it 
pored,  to  us>  as/all  other  comforts  of  the  feme  kind  ordinarily 
do,  mot*  in  expectation  $aq  m  fhpfrupn  *•  Fof  ho*{  fbpn  after  qur 
joyful  meeting  and  embraces  did  the  Lord  overcafi  and  darken, 
our  day,  by/ (ending  death  into  your  tabernacle,  to  take  away 
tWdeitreof  yow  eye*  with  a  ftrokef  To  erop  eff  that  Affect- 
and  only  bud  from  which  we  promifed  ourfelves  fo  much  com- 
fort. Hnt  no  more  of  that,  I  fear  I  am  gone  too*  far  already. 
It  is  not  my  defign  to  exafperate  your  troubles,  but  to  heal 
them  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  have  I  fent  you  thefe  papers,  which 
I  hope  may  be  of  ufe  both  to  you  and  many  others  in  yonr 
condition,  fince  they  are  the  after-fruits  of  my  ©wc*  troubles  ; 
,tbiogs  that  I  have  not  commended  to  you  from  another  hand, 
but  which  I  have,  in  fome  meafucc,  proved  and  talked  in  my 
own  trials. 


*fht  Epifi*  DtJicatOty.  32.3 

'     fcutj  ifcitt  ndt  bold  you  longer  here,  I  have  only  a  few  things 
*to  defire  for,  and  from  ydu,  and  I  have  done. 
The  things  1  defire,  *re, 
#*r#  That  70a  wiH  not  be  too  hafty  to  get  off  the  yoke 
which  God  hath  pat  upon  your  neck.    Remember  when  your 
'thUd  was  ifc  tiie  Womb,  neither  of  yon  defired  rt  fhonid  be  de- 
Bveredrbence,  tHI  God's  appoint*  d  time  Was  fully  come;  and 
now  that  you  travail  again  with  forrow  for  its  death :    O  defire 
ndt  to  be  delivered  from  your  forrows  one  moment  before 
N     God's  time  for  your  deliverance  be  fully  come  aJfa    Let  pa* 
[         rlence  have  its  petfett  work;,  that  comfort  which  comes  Ta 
-God's  way  and  fcafori,  will  (lick  by  you,  and  do  yon  good  in- 
deed, 
i .  Secondly,  \  defire,  that  though  you  and  your  afflictions  had 

*  fad  meeting,  yet  yon  and  they  naay  have  a  comfortable  part- 
ing.   1f  they  effect  that  upon  your  heart*  which  God  fent  theft*. 
i        for,  1  doubt  not  bat  yon  will  give  them  a  fair  tefiimony  wheh 
1        -  they  gb  off. 

tf  they  obtain  God's  bleffing  upon  them  in  their  operation^ 

furely  they  will  have  your 'bleffing  too  at  their  valedifHon.  And 

i        What  you  entertained  with  fear,  you  will  difmifi  with  ptaifc. 

£         How  fweet  is  it  to  hear  the  afflicted  fool  fay,  when  God  is  loot 

J        ing  his  bands,  "  It  is  good  for  me  that  1  have  been  arfli&ed." 

Thirdly,  1  beartHy  wMh  that  thefe  fearching  affiiclions  may 
s  make  the  more  fatisfying  difcovcries;  that  you  may  now  fee 
i  more  of  the  evil  of  fin,  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  add  the  ful- 
f  fiefs  of  Chrift,  than  ever  you  yet  faw.  Afflictions  are  fearchers, 
i  and  put  the  foul  upon  fearching  and  trying  its  ways,  Lam.  iii. 
t  14,  When  our  fin  find  w  out  by  aflRftion,  .happy  are  we, 
r  if,  by  the  light  of  affliction,  we  find  out  fin.7  Blefled  is  the 
;  man  whom  God  chaftencth,  and  teachctb  out  of  his  hW,  Pfal. 
:  xciv.  12.  There  are  unfeen  caufes,  many  times,  of  our  Kou- 
:  bles  ;  you  have  an  advantage  now  to  lift  out  the  feeds,  and 
princh?Te  from  which  they  fpring. 

Fourthly,  1  wifh  that  all  the  love  and  delight  you  bellowed 
011  your  Kttfe  one,  maynow  be  placed,  to  your  greater  advantage, 
upon  Jefus  Chrifi  ;  and  that  the  ftream  of  your  arTe&ipn  to  him 
may  befo  much  the  ftronger,  as  there  are  now  fewer  channel? 
for  it  to  be  divided  into.  If  God  will  not  have  any  part  of  your 
Jiappinefs  to  lie  in  children,  then  let  it  wholly  lie  in  himfclf. 
if  the  jealonfy  of  the  Lord  hath  removed  tha,t  which  drew 
f.  away  too  much  of  your  heart  from  him,  and  hath  fpoken  by 
this  rod,  faying,  Stand  afide,  child,  thou  art  in  my  way,  n  and 
filcft  snore  room  in  thy  parents  hearts  than  belongs  to  the  ' 
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O  then  deliver  np  all  to  him,  and  fay,  Lord,  take  the  wfeele 
heart  entirely   and  uodividedly,  to  tbyfclf.     Henceforth  let 
there  be  no  parting,  (baring,  or  dividing  of  the  affections  be-  , 
twixt  God  and  the  creature,  let  all  the  ftreams  meet,  and  cea- 

.  tre  in  thee,  ooly. 

Fifthly  f  That  yon  may  be  (hrengthened  with  all  might  in 
the  inner  man ;  to  all  patience,   that  the  peace  of  God  may 

'  keep  yoor  hearts  and  minds.  Labour  to  bring  yonr  hearts  to  a 
meek  fubmiftion  to  the  rod  of  yoor  Father.  We  had  fathers  of 
the  flcfli,  who  corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence; 
(hall  we  not  much  more  be  in  fubjectioo  to  the  Father  of  fpt» 
rits.  and  live  ?    Is  it  comely  for  children  to  oonteft,  and  flrive 

'with  their  father  I  Or  is  it  the  way  to  be  freed  from  the  yoke, 
by  (haggling  under  it  ?  O  that  yonr  hearts  might  be  in  a  like 
frame  with  his  that  faid,  Lord,  thoo  (halt  beat,  and  I  will  bear. 
It  was  a  good  obfervation  that  one  made,  Anma  fedenio  etqui- 
ifcendofit  fapUns :  The  fonl  grows  wife  by  fitting  fttU  and*  quiet 
under  the  rod.  And  the  apoftle  calls  thole  excellent  fruits  which 
the  faints  gather,  from  their  fan&ified  afflictions,   "  The  peace- 

'••  able  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,"  Hcb.  xii.  1 1. 

Laftly,  My  heart's  de fire,  and  prayer  to  God  for  yon,  is, 

'that  you  may  die  daily  to  all  vifible  enjoyments,  and  by  thefe 
frequent  eonverfes  with  death  in  yonr  family,  you  may  be  pre* 

.pared  for  your  own  change  and  dUTolutiou,  when  it  (hall 
come. 

O  friends  !  how  many  graves  have  yon  and  ifcen  opened  for 
our  dear  relations?  How  oft  hath  death  come  op  into  your  win* 
dows,  and  fcitnmoned  the  delight  of  your  eyes  ?  It  is  but  a 
little  white,  and  we  (hall  go  to  them ;  we  .and  they  are  diffio- 
guUhed  but  byfhort  intervals. 

Tranjivere  pat  res  t  Jtmt/l  bine  tranjibbnus  ofnnes. 

Our  dear  parents  are  gone,  our  lovely  and  defirable.  chil- 
dren are  gone,  our  boforo  relations,  that  were  as  our  own  fopls, 
are  gone  ;  and  do  not  all ,  thefe  warning-knocks  at  our  doors 
acquaint  us,  that  we  muft  prepare  to  follow  (hortly  after 
them  ? 

0  that  by  thefe  things  our  own  death  might  be  both  more 
eafy,  and  familiar  to  us  ;  the  oftner  it  vifits  us,  the  better  we 
ihould  be  acquainted  with  it ;  aod  the  more  of  our  beloved  r*» 
latioqs  it  removes  before  us,  the  lefi  of  either  fitare  or  mtaagle* 
men t  remains  for  us  when  our  turn  comes. 

My  rfear  frienefs,  my  flefti,  and  my  Mood,  I  befeech  you,  for 
religion's  fake,  for  ypor  own  fake,  and  for  my  fake,  wbofeottt 
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fcrt  is,  in  great  part,  bound  up  in  pur  profperity,  and  wel- 
fare, that  you  rqad  frequently^  ponder  ferioufly,  and  apply 
belieyingly  thefe  fcripture  confolations  and  direftions,  which, 
.  in  fome  hafte,  I  have  gathered  for  your  ufe ;  and  the  God  of 
all  confolation  be  with  you. 

* 

,  .        I  am% 

Tour  mofl  endeared  brother, 

JOHNFLAVEL; 
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Luke  vS  13.  Ahitoben  the  Lord  /aw  her9  he  bademnpaffion 
on  her*  endfoid  to  her,  Weep  pot* 

TO  be  above  the  ftroke  of  pauion,  is  a  condition  equal  to 
angels :  to  be  m  a  ftate  of  forrow,  witliout  the  fenfe  of 
borrow,  is  a  difpofition  beneath  beafts :  but  duly  to  regulate 
our  forrows,  and  bound  our  paffiofls  under  the  rod,  is  the 
wifibm,  duty,  and  excellency  of  a  Chriftian*  He  that  is 
without  natural  affeQaona,  is  defervedry  ranked  amongft  the 
worft  of  heathens  y  and  he  that  is  aUe  rightly  to  manage  theno* 
defences  Do  be  numbered  with  the  beft  of  Chriftians.  Though, 
when  we  are  fao&ified  we  put  on  the  divine  nature,  yet,  till  we 
are  glorified,  we  put  not  off  the  infirmities  of  our  human  na* 
ture.     '  v  -    ' 

WhiHl  we  are  within  tbfc  veach  of  troubles,  we  cannot  be 
without  the  danger,  nor  ought  not  to  be  without  the  fear  of 
,  4>n  f  and  k  is  as  hard  for  ns  to  efcape  fin,  being  in  aiyerfity, 
*3  becalming  in  profperity.  '• 

Vjojl.  VIL  Ff 
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How  apt  arc  we  to  tratrigrefs  the  bounds,  both  of  reaion 

and  religion,  itader  a  ftiarp  affliction,  appears,  as  in  moftinens 

'  experience,  fom.this  woman's  example,  %o  whofc  excefiiye 

~  ibrrow  Chrift  puts  a  ftop  in  the  text :  "  He  faw  her,  and  had 

"  compaffion  on  her,  and  laid  to  her,  Weep  net." 

The  lamentations  and  wailings  of  this  diftrefTed  mother, 
moved  the  tender  compaffion*  o4  the  Lord  in  beholding  them, 
and  (tirred.uD  more  pity  in  hi*  heart  for  her,  than  couid.be  ia 
her  heart  for  her  dear,  and  oiity  fori. 

In  the  wards  we  are  to  confider,  both  the  condition  of  the 
woman,  and  the  counfel  of  Chrift,  with  xefpc£r,  untp  it. 
i  Firfty  The  condition  of  this  woman,  which  appears  to  tc 

~  very  dolorous  atid  diftrefled  j  her  groanr  and  tcprs  moni 
arid  melted  the  very  heart  of  Chrift  to  hear  and  behold  them: 
"  "When  he  fawher,  he  had  eorapaflion.on  her." 
^  iierw  fad  an  hoqtr  it  was  «4th*her  when  Quift  metier^  aj 
pegjrs  by  what  js  fo  diflin&ly  remarked  "by  ^ie  evangejiu,  in 
:  ver,  i'i.  where'it  irfaid,  "'Now,  whenmey  carrte  nigh -to  the 

!  il  gate  of  the  city,  behold,  there  was  a  dead  man  carried  out, 

"  the  only  Jon  of  his  mother,  and  fhc  was  a  widow,  and  muck 
1  "  people  of  tjie  city  was  with  her."         , 

In  this  onrverfe,*  divers  hcrart-piercing  circtwhftana*  of  thi* 
dfliftion  dre  Jioted. . 

Firfiy  It  was  the  death  cf  a  fm  *.     To  bury  a  child,  any 

*  child,  in  lift  needs  rend  the  bear t  df  a  tfcqder|>arej*t  a  iqx  whft 
are  children  but  the  pafpnt  mol^|>Ue4  ?  yA ,  child  is  a  part  oi* 
the  parent  made  up  in  another  flan  :  Cut  to  lay  a  fon  in  the 

a         grave,  a  fori  who  continues  thenaiAe,  and  fop^teiheiiuni- 
\y ;  this  wad  ever  acemnted  a  very  great  affii&io^ . 

Seconjty,  This'  fon  was  not  carried  fcoixi  the  craddlef©  the 
'Coffin,  nor  ftrtpped  ant  erf  Jts  fwatbing,  to  be  wrapped  in  i$ 

*  >vmdrng-doth»  Haxi.be  «lied  it*  few  infancy,  before  he  had  en- 
gaged s#e&ib»,  or  rai&d  e*p«^atJ0«a  the  a$i£Uou  had  not 
-been  fo  pungent,  and  catting  as  now  itwas ;  d&th  fmote  the 
fon  in  the  flower,  and  prime -of  his time.  He  was  a  j^ *?,  (faith 
•the  erangelift)  ver,  r2#    ajmwgman*.  (as  Chrift  calls  hia^ 

,         >er;  i  4.  be  was  now  arrnroct  +  at  that  age  whicjj  made  him  ca- 
-\  ,-.'■"' 

#  04  W  W'f»*  ii*pt<  u  rt*rw'yitau\.±v  Tofce  j*§e«t?  to  chil- 
dren, is  the  firmef*  tyc  ofaffe&ior*.  Grates  Gem* 

f  K4  died  in  his  youth,  and  was  therefore  the  nwwe  4©  he  fo- 
mented, becaufe  he  was  cut  ofFin  the&mtr  of  dhi»age»  iratp  wfrich 
he  was  conduced  from  a  chikd,iy  the  great  care  ai*d  l*tk>w  o/hii 
irentf.  Dim*  Cat*  on  the  />/*«,<?• 
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pahJe  of  yielding  bis  mother  all  that  comfort  which  had . been 
the  expectation,  and  hope_  of  many  years,  and  the  reward  arid 
fruit  of  many  cares,  and  labours.;  yat  then,  when  the  endear- 
ments wete  grea$eft,  and  her  hoj3es  ajgbcft*  even  in  tbe  fiowef 
of  his  age,  he  is  cut  off. 

Thus  Bafil  bewailed  the  dea$i,<^ his  fan i  #  « l.onee  Had  a 
c  ion,,  who  was, a  young  man,  my  only  fucceffor^  the  folaccof 
*  my  age, 'the  glory  of  his  land,  the  prop  of  my  family,  ar-- 
c  rived  to,  the  endearing  age ;  then  was  oe/natched  away  from 
«  me  by  iteath,  whofe  lovely  voice  but  a  little  before  1  Heard* 
V  who  lately  was  a  pleaj&tn*  fge&acle  to  his  parent.* 

Reader,  it  this  hath  been  thine  own  condition,  as  i;  hatft 
been  his  that  writes  it.  I  need  fay  no  mere  to  convince  thee 
that  it  tf as  a  forrowfui  (late  indcedj  Ch* ift  met  this  tender.- 
mother  in,  *        . 

Thirdly,  And  which  is  yet  more,  be  was  not  onl  y  a  fen,  but 
an  only  fon  :  fo  you  find,  in  vex.  12.  "  lie  was  the  only  fon 
11  of  his  mother  fi'*  one  in  whom  all  her  hopes  and  aoinfortSj 
of  that  kind,  were  bound  up*  For,  OmnU  in  Afcaniojiat  chart 
cura  parentis f  Virgil.  4J1  her  affections  were  contracted  intp 
.this  one  object.  If  we  have  never  fq  many  children,  We  know 
.not  which  of  them  to  fpare*  if  they  (land,  liks  olive-plants, 
about  our  tabled,  it  would  grieve  us  to  fee  the  leafttwiga- 
mongfl  them  broken  down;  But  furely  .the  death  of  one  out 
of  many,  is  much  more  tolerable  than  all  in  one  p 

Hence  it  is  noted  in  fcripture  as  the  greateft  of  earthly  for- 
rows,  Jer.  vL.26.  "  O  daughter  of  my  people,  gird  thee  with 
"  fackcloth,  and  wallow  thyfelf  in  allies.  t  Make  thee  moUm,- 
"  inga?  for  an  only  fon,  mod  bitter,  lamentation.'*  Yea,  ib 
deep  and  penetrating  is  this  grief,  tnat  the  Holy  Ghoft  bor- 
jtowb  it  to  exprefs  the  deepeft  Spiritual  troubles  by,  it,  Zech. 

Ffr     • 

*  Tilius  mihi  erat,  adoUfceiH*  fdtas  vtta'e  furtefott  fedathim 
fenefta^  gloria  gtnetis \  fat  dequnHurfr y  fufcruth  doihtis%  attain* 
grath/tjimtito  agebat  $  brc  tirptus  perih%  qni  pttufo  atrtrj  titan  Jam 
yocem  edebat9  *ef  jrttunditfiinuiH  ffvitttculvM  parentis  vCtdis 
erat.    'v.  «  . 

f  She  would  hav*  bof»  hit  dcMh  more  ptoiefttt?,  bad  he  ao^" 
Been  an  only  fon ;  or  if  (he  had  had  but  another  left  behind  him 
to  mitigate  her  forrow.    Jmbrofe.  4  ,* 

%  As  there  it  nothing  dearer  than  an  only  fon,  fo  that  grief  up- 
on the  aecouttt  of  his  death,  mud  be  the  greatett  of  all.  Garth,  t* 
tbe  place  %  -      .     - 
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xih  10.  "  They  (hall  mount  for  him,  (namely  Chrift, 
"  they  pierced)- as  one  mourneth  for  an  only  fon." 

Fourthly )  And  yet,  to  heighten  the  affli&ion,  it  is  fuperad- 
ed,  vcr.  12.  "  And  (he  was  a  widow/'  So  that  die  ftaff  of 
her  age,  on  which  flie  leaned,  was  broken  * :  (he  had  now 
none  left  to  comfort  or  affiftfaer,  in  her  helpleft,  comfortWs 
{late  of  widowhood;  which  is  a  condition  not  only  void  if 
comfort,  but  expofed  to  oppreffion,  and  contempt. 

Yea,  and  being  a  widow,  the  whole  burthen  lay  upon  het 
alone ;  the  had  not  an  hufbarid  to  comfort  her,  as  Eflcanah  did 
Hannah,  in  i  Sam.  i.  8.  "  Why  weepeft  thou,  and' why  is 
«  thy  heart  grieved  ?  Am  not  I  better  to  thee  than  ten  fons?" 
This  would  have  been  a  great  relief  j  but  her  htdbandwas 
Mead,  as  weH  as  her  ion,  both  gone,  and  (he  only  funriving, 
CO  lament  the  bfs  of  thofe  comforts  that  once  (he  had.  Her 
calamities  came  not  (ingle,  but  one  after  another,  and  thfe  re- 
viving, and  aggravating  the  former.  This  was  her  cafe,  and 
condition,  when  the  Lord  met  her. 

Secondly ',  Let  us  confiderthe  counfd  which  Chrift  gives  her, 
Vith  refpeft  to  this  her  fad,  and  forrowful  cafe :  **  And, -when 
<*  th*  Lord  fawher,  he  had  compaffiou  on  her,  and  faid  unto 
.«■  her,  Weep  not."  Relieving  and  fupporting  words \  where 
}n  we  (hall  cpnflder,  . 
i.  The  occafion* 
a.  The  motive. 
3.  Thecounfelkfelf, 

1.  The  occafion  of  it,  and  that  was  his  feeing  of  her.  This 
meeting  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  how  accidental,  and  occafioo- 
al  foever  it  feems,  yet*  without  doubt,  it  wa*  providemjaUy 
fuited  to  the  work  intended  to  be  wrought :  The  eye  of  his 
ommfciencefbrcfawher,  and  this  meeting  was  by  him  defign* 
ed  as  an  ocgafion  of  that  famous  miracle  which  he  wrought 
upon  the  young  man*  Chrift  hath  a  quick  eye  to  difoern  poor, 
mourning,  and  difcontblatt  creatures;  And  though  he  be  now 
in  heavcp,  and  ftandsout  of  pur  fight,  fothat  we  fee  him  not; 
yet  he  fees  us,  and  his  eye  (which  is  upon  all  our  troubles) 
{till  sticks  his  heart,  and  moves  his  bowels  tor  us. 

2.  The  motive  ftirring  him  up  to  give  this  relieving,  antf 
comfortable  co^mfcl  to  her,  was  his  own  compafl&on :  She  aei- 

*  He  was  moft  dear  to  her  on  a  twofold  account,  both  becanfe 
hi  was  her  only  fon„  and  that  he  was  theqomfon  ^od  fuyport  of  btf 
Widowhood*     Pifcttor  &  tifflw*  '    ,.     ,. 
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thef  expe&ed,  nor  defired  it  from  him  ;  but  fo  full  of  tender 
pity  was  the  Lord  towards  her,  that  he  prevents  her  with  un- 
expected confolation;  Her  heart  was,  nothing  fp  full  of  com-, 
paffion  for  her  fon,  as  Chrift  was  for  her  *  he  bore  our  infirmi- 
ties, even  natural,  as  well  as  moral  ones,  in  the  days  of  his, 
flefh  ;  and  though  he  be  now  exalted  to  the  higheft  glory,  yet 
(till  he  continues  as  merciful  as  ever,  and  as  apt  to  be  touched 
with  the  fenfe  of  our  miferies,  Heb.  iv.  1 5. 

Lqfifyt  The  counfel  itfelf,  Weep  net ;  herein  fulfilling  the 
office  of  a  comforter  to  them  that  mourn,  whereunto  he  was 
anointed,;  Ifa.  xvi  i,  2j  3.  Yet  (the  words  axe  not  an  abftlufe 
prohibition  of  tears,  and  forrow  j  he  dpth  not  condemn  all 
mounting  as  finful,  or  all  expreflions1  of  grief  for  dead  relati- 
ons, as  uncomely;  no,  Chrift  would  not  have  his  people  ftu# 
jrid,  and  infen&tc  \  he  only  prohibits  the  excefiee,  and  extrava- 
gancies of  our  forrow*  for  the  dead,  that  it  {fcould  not  bo . 
fiich  a  mourning  for  the  dead  as  is  found  among  the 
heathen,  who  forrow  without  meafure,  becaufe  without  hope, 
being  ignorant  of  that  grand  relief  by  the  refurre£lion»  which 
the-  gofpej  reveals.  *% 

*  The  refiirre&ion  of  her  ion  from  the  dead,  is  the  ground 
.upon  which'  Chrift  builds  her  confolation,  and  relief;  well 
might'  he  fay,  Weep  nit9  when  he  intended  quickly  to  remove 
the  caufe  of  her  tears,  by  reftoring  him.  again  to  life. 

Now,  though  there  be  fomewhat  in  this  cafe  extraordinary, 
and  peculiar,  for  few*  or  none  that  carry  their  dead  children  to 
the  grave,  may  expeft  to  receive  them  again  from  the  dead 
iirimediately,  by  a  (pecial  refurre&ion,  as  4he  did :  I  lay,  this 
is  not  to  be  e^pe&ed  by  any  that  now  lofe  their  relations ;  the 
occafion  and  reafon  01  fuch  miraculous,  fpectal  refujrre£tioror, 
being  removed,, by  a  fnificient  and  full  evidence,  and  eonfu> 
mation  of  Chrift's  divine  power  and  Godhead ;,  yet  thofe  that 
now  bury  their  relations,,  if  they  be  fuch  as  die  in  Chrift,  have 
as  good' and  fuflicitfnt  reafon  to.  moderate  their  paffitfns,  as 
.  this  mourner  had,  <and  do  as  truly  come  within  the  reach  and 
compafe  of.  this  Ohfift's  comfortable,  and  fupporting  counfel, 
Weepmty  asuScdid:  For  dobutconfider,  what  of  fupport  or 
comfort  can  a  particular  and  prefent  refurre&ion  from  the 
dead  give  us,  more  than  that  it  is,  andasitis>a(pecimen,hand> 
fel,  or  pledge  of  the  general  refurre&ion  ?  It  is  not  the  return- 
ing of  the  foul  to  its  body,  to  live  an  animal  life  again,-  in  this 
world  of  fin  and  forrow,  andpfhortjy  afteY  to  undergo  the  a- 
gonies,  and*  pains  of  death  again,  that  is  in  itfelf  any  fuch  pri- 
vilege as  may  suTord  much  comfort  to  the  peribn  raifed,  or  His 
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relations:  It  Is  no  privilege  to  the  perfon  raif«d,'fcrit«tWB8 
him  from  reft  to  trouble,  from  the  harbour  back  again  into  the 
oeeaa.  It  is  matter  of  trouble  to  many  dying  faints,  to  hear  of 
the  likelihood  of  their  returning  again,  when  they  ale  got  fo 
nigh  to  heaven. 

-  It  «wa*  ontc  the  cafe  of  a  godly  minifter  of  this  nation;  who 
was  much  troubled  at  his.  return,  and  (aid*  I  am  like  *  fheep 
driven  out  of  the  ftorm  almoft  to  the  fold,  and  then  driven 
back  into  the  ftorm  again  $  or  a  weary  traveller  that  is  come 
near  his  homey  and  then  muft  go  back  to  fetch  fomewhat  h$ 
had  fof  gotten*  or  an  apprentice,  whofetime  is  almoft  expired, 
and  then  mud  begin  a  new  term. 

But  to  die,  aud.  then  return  again  from  the  dead,  hath  k& 
If  privilege,  than  to  return  only  from  the  brink  of  the  grave  * 
for  the  fink  hath  not  yet  felt  the  agonies  and  laft  ftruggks,  or 
Jmngs  of  death  r  hat  fnch  have  felt  them  once,  and  mull  feel 
them  again ;  they  muft  die  twice,  before  they  can  be  happy 
once  >  and,  befides,  during  the  little  time  they,  fpend  on  earth 
betwitt.  the  firft  and  fecond  dHTolution,  there  is  a  petfcSt 
m*mp*>  forgetfulnefs,  and  infenfiblenefs,  of  all  that  which  they 
iaw,.  Of  €tijt>yedf  an  their  eftate-of  Separation  :  It  being  necefla- 
i-y,  both  for  them  and  others,  that  it  fhould  be.  Fo*  thenu 
fetves*  k  is  necefory*  that  they  may  be  content  to  live,  and  en- 
dure the*  time  of  {Separation  m  from  that^  Uefled  and  ineffable 
ftatfc*  quietly  and  patiently  *  ;  and  fof  others,  that  they  may 
live  by  faith,  and  not  -by  fenfe;  and  hytld  upon  diviner  and 
toot  human  authority,  and  report.    • 

So  that  here  you  fee,  their  agonies,  and  pangs  afe.  doubled, 
Had  yet  their  lives  not  fweetencd  by  any  fenie  of  their  happi- 
ttsfs,  which  returns  and  remains  with  thein  \  and  therefore  it 
tan  be  no  fuch  privilege  to  them. 

N«And  for  their  relations :  Though  it  be  fome  eomfort  to  re* 
ceive  them  again  from  the  dead ;  yet  the  confideration  that 
they  are  returned,  to  them  into  the  ftornry  fea,  to  partake  of  new 
ibrrows  and  troubles*  from  which  they  were  lately  free :  And 
in  a  ihort  time  they  muft  part  with  them  again,  and  feel  die 
double  forrows  of  a. parting  pull,  which  othet&Jfeel  but  once; 
farely  fuch  a  particular  refurre&ion,  considered  in  .itfelf,  is  no 
fuch  ground  of  comfort  as  at  firft  we  might  imagine  it  to  be* 

It  remains*  then,  that  the  ground  of  all  folid  comfort  and 
•    '  ...  \ 

•  ■  yi&vrtffvt  dli  celant*  af  vhert  iurmt.    . 

How  longer  ihort  men  live  is  kept  a  my  "err* 
.  To  make  us  bulb  live  wtU  *»d  kiii  rfUtd  to  die.  ' 
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relief,  agiiinft  the  death  of  our  relatiot^9  lies  in  the  general 

and  laft  rcforre&ionV  and  what  is  in  a  particular  one,  is  but, 

as  it  "were,  ^  fpcchnen*  and  evidence  of- the  general  $  and 

there;  the  apoftle  places  our  relief,   I  Tbef.  iv.  i;.*that  *te 

fbaHfee,  and  enjoy  them  again,  at  the  Lord's  coming.     Arid 

furely  this  k  more  than  If  (with  this  mother  in  the  text}  we 

'  ffiould  p^rfehtiy  receive  them  frotn  the  dead,  aft  (he  did  her 

fon  :  And  if  we  judjgenot  To,  it  is  becaufeour  hearts  are  c*r* 

'  nal,  and  meafure  thing?  rather  by  time  and  fehfe,  t&m  by 

fatfh^pdetenity,  '      -    >  , 

''    Thusiyou  fee  the  counfel,  with  its  ground,  which,  for  the 

moftpparr,  rs  cbmmbn  to  other  Chriitiantaourhcis  with  her*; 

the  difference  being  but  inconfulerable,  and  of  little  advantage. 

Here,  then,  you  find  many  aggravations :  of  fcrrow  meeting 

togethef ;,  a  fon,  an  only  (on,  is  eariying  to  the*  grave)  ytt 

Chrift  commands  the  penfrve  mother,  not  to  *nourft.  ''  ' 

i      Hence  we  note>  ' 

'  -  JDo&.  that  Cbrijliaqs,  ought  to  moderate  their  forrew  far 
their  dead  relations,  how  marty  afftieling  eircumjiancesj  and 
aggr/ivatknsfiever  meet  together  iniherr  death:  >  • 
It  is  as  common  with  men,  yea,  with  good  men,  to  exceed 
in  their  forrows  for  dead  relations  f,  as  it  is  to  exceed  m  their 
love  and  delights  to  living  relations  j  and  both  of  the  one,  and 
the  other,  w.e  may  fay,  as  they  fay  of  waters,  It  is  hard  to  con- 
fine them  within  their  bounds.  -It  is  therefore  grave  advice 
which  the  apoftle  delivers  in  this  cafe,  i  Cot;  vii.  29*  30. 
"  But  this  J  fay,  brethren,  the  time  is  ihort  \  ft  remai*eth  th*t 
"  both  they  that  have  wives,  be  as  though  they  tad  none  5  and 
"  they  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not ;  and  thofe  that  10- 
u  joice,  a?  though  they  rejoiced  not."  \Ai  if  he  had  faid,  tfce 
floating  world  is  near  its  port  :£*  God  hath  contracted  the  fails 
of  man's  life ;  it  is  but  a  point  of  thne  we  have  to  live,  and 
fhortly  it  will  not  be  a  point  to  chufe  whether  we  had  wives 
or  not,  children  pr  not.,  AH  thefe  are  time-eaten  things,  and 
before  tbeeipe&ed  fruit  of  thefe  comforts  be  ripe,  we  ourfelves 
maybe  rotten.  It  is  therefore  an1  high  point  of  wifdorh  to 
look  upon  things  which  fhortly  will  not  be,  as  if  already  thtfy 
were  not,  and  to  behave  ourfeives>  in  the  k)fs  of  thefe  carnal 

*  Therein  we  have  a  nbMe  fpecimen  of  the  future  refttm&ioa, 
Calvin  on  the  place. 

f  Whatever  we  love  ardently 'While  we  have  it,«we  lament  bitter  fy 
when  we  lofc  it.     Greg  fror. 

t  Katps  tvni«\(&<><;>  i..  e.  the  lime  is  contiafted. 
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enjoyments,  as  the  natural  map  hehaves  himfeif  jn&e-ftfcrf • 
fpiritual  ordinances ;  he  hears  as  if  he  heard  not*  and  we  fhotrift 
weep  as  if  we  wept  not ;  their  affections  are  a  little  moved* 
(bmetimes  by  fpiritual  things,  but  they  never  lay  them  fo  to 
heart,  as  to  telwoken-hearted  for  the  fin  they  heat  of,  or  deeply 
affe&ed  with  the  glory  revealed.  \^e  alfo  ought  xo  be  fenfible 
of  the  ftroke  of  God  upon  our  dear  relations  $  but  yet  ftill  we 
muft  wefcp,  as  if  we  wept  not ;  this  is,  we  muft  keep  due 
bounds,  and  moderation  in  our  forrows,  ^and  not  to  be  too 
deeply  concerned  for  thefe  dying,  fhbrt-livcd  things. 
•  To  this  purpdfe  the  apoftle  exhorts*  Heb.  x*i.  5.  "  My  fon, 
.«  defpife  not  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  neither  faint  when 
<<-  thou  art  rebuked,  of  him."  Thefe  are  two  extremes,  defpif- 
ing,  and  fainting :  when  God  is  correcting,  to  fay,  I  do  not 
.regard  it,  let  God  take  all,  if  he  wills  if  my  eftate  muft  go, 
let  it  go ;  if  my  children  die,  let  them  die :  this  is  to  defpife 
the  Lord's  chaftening ;  and  God  cannot  bear  it,  that  we  fhould 
bear  it  thus  lightly. 

There  is  alfoanotherextrejne,  and  that  is  fainting :  if,  when 
goods  are  taken  away,  the  heart  be  taken  away,  and  when 
children  die,  then  the  fpirit  of  the  parent  dies  alfo ;  this  is  faint- 
ing under  the^rbd.  Thou  lamented,  faith  Seneca,  thy  deccat 
-  ed  friend ;  but  I  would  not  have  thee  grieve  beyond  what  is 
•meet:  that  thou  fhouldft  not  grieve  at  all,  I  dare  not  require 
•thee ;  tears  may  be  excufed,  if  they  do  not  exceed.  Let  thine 
eyes,  therefore,  be  neither  wholly  dry,  nor  let  them  overflows 
-weep  thou  mayeft,  but  wail  thou  muft  not. 

Happy  man,  that  (till  keeps  the  golden  bridle  of  moderation 
upon  his  paffions,  and  affe&ions,  and  ftill  keeps  the  pofleflion 
bfhimfelf,  whatfoever  he  lofe  the  pofleflion  of. 

Now  the  method  in  which  I  propofe  to  proceed,  fhall  bey 

*  1  •  To  difcover  the  figns. 

*  2,  To  diffuade  from  the  fin. 

3.  To  remove  the  pleas. 

4.  To  propofe  the  core  of  immoderate  forrow. 

,  firfiy  I  fliall  give,you  the  figns  of  immoderate  forrow*  and 
{hew  you  when  it  exceeds  its  bounds,  and  becomes  finful,  even 
a  forrowto  be  forrowed  for ;  and,  for  clearnefs  fake,  I  will  firft  . 
allow  what  may  be  allowed  to  the  Chriftian  mourner,  and  then 
you  will  the  better  difcetn  wherein  the  excefs  and  finfulnefe  of 
your  forrow  lies.  * 

And,  Firft j  ilow  much  fbever  we  cenfure,  and  condemn 
immoderate  forrow  £  yet  the  afflifted  muft  be  allowed  an  awtr 
hciisd)  and  tenderfinfe  of  the  Lord's  ajfiffiing  hand  upon  them. 


If- is  no  virtue  t&  bear  what  we  do  not  feelj  ye*)  JKis  a 
/toft  unbecoming  temper,  not  to  tremble  when  God  ia  fifth* 

a**     • 

The  Lord  faith  to  Mofes,  in  the  cafe  of  Miriam,  Nv*mb- 

xii.  24.  "If  her  father  had  fpit  in  her  face,  fhould  (he  not  be 

"  afhamed  feven  days?*'  The  face  is  the  table,  and  feat  o£ 

beauty  and  honour  jjwtt  when  it  is  fpit  upon)  it  is  made  the 

/ink  of  ihame*    Had  her  own  father  fpit  upon  her  face  when 

ihehad  difpleafed  htm,  .would  fhe  not  have  gone  afide,  as  one 

adapted  by  fuch  a  rebuke,  and  not  have  flic  wed  her  face  to 

h'vpx  agaitn  in  feven  days  ?  Hew  much  more  fhould  flie  take  it. 

to  heart)  and  be  fcnfible  of  this  rebuke  of  miner  who  have  filled 

Jipr  face  with  leprous  fpots,  the  figns  of  my  difpleafure  jfcgaiiift 

her?  Surely'  God  will  be  aihamed  qf  thofe  that  are  not  a(hai$ed 

,whei\  he  rebukes  them.  "    ;  •  . 

.    It  is  not  magnanimity)  butsftupidlty,  to  make  light  of  CJod's  x 

jCqrrc£Hotts  j  and  for  this  theaffli&ed  are  fmartly  taxed,  Jer» 

v.  3/  Cl  I  have  fmitteh  them)  but  they  have  not  grieved.** 

.When  God  fmote  Job  in  his  perfbn,  children,  and  eftate^he 

arofe,  and  rent  his  mantle,  and  put  duft  upon  his  head,  to  (hew 

he  was  not  fenfelefs,  and  unaffe&ed,  and  yet  bleffed  the  afflicV 

ang'God ;  which,  4s  plainly  fhewed,  he  was.  not  contun^acious* 

and  unfubmiffive.  1      \ 

.    Secondly,  Wk  mxtfi  ajtlow  the  mourjiingy  afflitled  foid>  a  du?% 

and  comely  exprejjion  of bis  grief \  and for row ,  in  his  complaints*. 

botbto  God  and  mtp. .  , 

k  is  much  more  becoming  a  Chriftian,  ingenuoufly  to  open 
his  troubles,  than  fuUe^ly  to  fmother  theni.  Thcte  is  no  fin. 
in  complaining  to  God,  .but  much  wickednefs  in  compTain- 
ilng. of  h*m.  Griefe  are  eafed  by  groans,  and  heart-preflurcs 
relieved  by  utterance,  'this  was  Davids  courfe,  and  conftaxit 
way,  who  was  a  man  of  affli&ions,  Pfalm  cxlii.  2,  3.  "  i 
".  poured  out  my  complaint  before  him,  I  (hewed  before  him 
w  rny  trouble  j  when  my  fpirit  was  overwhelmed  within  me* 
" *  tfien  thou  ktioweft  my  path/' 

Ta  wfeomihotrld  children  go,  but  to  their  father,  to  make.. 
their  moan?  Whence  iftay  they  expert  relief,  and  comfort, 
|mc  from"  hins  ?  The  tbzd  Pfelm  is  intituled,'  "  AP&Im  for 
"   the  affii&ed,  whe/i  he  is  overwhelmed,  ahd  pourc^b  out  his> 
*   complaint  before  the  fcord."  y 

And  happy  were  it,;  if  $verv;  afli&ed  foul  would  cbufethls 
ray  to  eiprcis  his  fbrrows.  JDid  wV  complain  more  to  Oq<J„ 
ae  ^woirid  complain  lefe  o£us*  and  qu^kU  abate  the  inattcrs  o£ 
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»ur  cbmplainfc  Oyou  camiet  think  how  moving,  fiow  im& 
ing,  bow  prevailing  it  is  with  God,  when  his  poor,  burdened^ 
anil  a&i&ed  people,  Jn  a  day  of  diltrefs^and  defpondency,  when 
deep  calleth  unto  deep,'  ami  one  wave  drives  on  another,  theft 
for  the  ojpprefled  foul>  with  humility,,  filial:  confidence*  and  j 
"faith,  to  turn  itfelf  to  the  Lord,  and  tnuabeipeak  him  ;. 
«  tatherrVvhat  ftalU  do  2  My  foul  is«gready  bowed  do** 

*  by  trouble  i  I  am  full.to  the  brim*  my  vain  heart  hath  lookd 

*  for  relief  this  wdy,  andth4t  way,  but  none  comes;  every  dooi 

*  of  corafari  is  (hut  up  againft  me  \.  Thou,hafe  multiplied  my 
.*  forrowsy  and  rerlewed  my  witnefles  againft  me :.  Comfort  i» 

*  removed  from  my  outward*  and  peace  from  my  inner  mztt'T 

*  (harp  aftiefcions  without*  and  bitten  reflexions  within*  & 
•*  I*ord,  I  dm  opprefled,  undertake  for  me.     Fathers  of  the 

*  fleih  pity  their  diftreffed  children,  when  they  complain  tfr 

*  them  j  and  wilt  not  thou,  O  Jtord^  whoie  compaffidns  as  far 
1  exoeed  creaftire-compaffions,  as  the  fea  exeeeds*  a  dreg*  0 

*  my  Father!  pity  me,fupport  me,  deliver  me.'* 

'    Ohow  acceptable  is  this  to  God!  how  advantageous  totk 

jbui!  •■'-• 

*  We  majfaftb  maEe  ow  complaint  to  men.  Sb-clitf  $S, 
chap.  xm.  Ver»  xt.  "  Have  pity,  have  pity  on  ,me,"0  ye  my 
>c  friends,  fop  the  band  of-  God  hath  touched  hie/*  And  it  is 
t  mercy  if  w#have*anry  friends  that  are  wife,  faithful,  and  expe- 
rienced j.  they  are  botn  for  fueh  a  time  cs  this,,  Prov.  xvii;  17* 
tbut  be  they  what  they  wi^^ they  cannot  jity  as  God,  reliCTC, 
and  fueecnr  a3  he  5.  and  oftentimes  we  may  fay,  with  Jolv 
jchap.  xxi.  verv  4^  u  As  for  me*  i*  my  complaint  to  men? 
•«  And  ifit  were„  why  ffiould  not  my  fjgmt  be  troubled  }n  j.  I 

,What  great  advantage  can  £  get  by  thefe  edanplaints?  I  may 
burden  the  heave  of  my  Friend,;  bub  how  Irttte  doffrthat  eafe  mi 
own?  Yet  the  very  opening  of  the  heart  to  an  experienced}, 
tender  Chriftian,  is  fome  relief,-,  .and  the  engaging  bis  prayer* 
is  more.  Iftuar  far*  yea  moan  kielyi  ia-aU  tlfi^  mere  is  no- 
danger,  .   ,  •   .  xt       *      • 

-  Thirdly,  The  aj^edferfon  rmy  f^tTtnan^)afcuJeitpi^ 
arid  condemn  himfcif\ftir  being  the  catrfel  and  procurer  vfhii  Ir^n 
'troublvu  He  may  lawfully  be  discontented,  and  vexed  with 
hunfclf.for  his-pwn.  fipjlyy  when,  the  iniquity  of  his  heel§  com; 
paJTeth  him  about*     £rid  pruly  it  is  but  feldorrt  tbat  any  great 

>  ai8i£tioiiJbefals'a  graciouffpe^foi^  but  h<faw  the]  freed  of Tucn 
a  rod,  before  he  felt-it.  's   '  *   *,    .     %     . 

-  Hath  God  fmitteh  thy  child,  W  friend,  and  didft  thou  pot 
forefef  %me  Tuarp  trial  tojaiiig-'?  Did  net  thy  fend,  feewfc 
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ipmHe^igeF,  need  fuch  a  feourge,  to  awaken,  quicken,  and 

jpurge  thee/  Or,  if  you  did  not  forefee  it,  it  is  now  your  cftUfr 

to  leaven,  and  examine  yourfelves. .   So  the  church,  m  her  a& 

jiitHon,  refolved,  Lam.  iii.  40.  »« Let  *s  fearcb  and  tiy  our 

*<  ways/*     When  Gdd  isfmiting,  wefhould  be  a  fijarching; 

Surely  our  iniquities  will  enquire  after  us,  if  we  will  not  pn- 

ijuire  after  them  :  Yea,  in  the -day  of  affi&ion,  a  gracious  foui 

is  inqiiifitive  about  nothing  more  than  the  ^procuring,  and 

jroyoking  cauie  of  his  -troubles.    Job  $.  2.  4i  Shew  me  where; 

w  fore  thou  cohtendeft  with*  me  ;w  y.  rf.  Lord,  what  fpeci$l 

^corruption  is  it  that  this  rod  is  feat  to  rebuke  ?  "What  finJul 

'negle&  doth  it<ome4to  humble  meior?  O  difcover  it  now  tfc 

ftiq,  and  recover  me  oiojv  from  it. 

And  laving  found  the  root,  andcatUe  of .theirtroubfes*  in- 
genuous fouls  will  flianie  themfelVesior  it,  "and  give  glory  to 
God,  by  an  humble  fubmiffion,  and  vindication  of  the  equity 
$  his  proceedings.  Job  vii.  20.  *"  I  have  finned,  what  (hall  2 
J"  do  unto  thee,  thou  .prefexyer  of  men.?"  He  thinks  it  rop 
fliame  freely  to  difcover  -unto  <Jod,  and  deeply  to  abafe  himfelf 
^before  him  for  tris  folly. 

f  I  remember  a  choice  notethat  *  Mu  Bri^fatman  iath,  in  hi* 
com najentary  upon  the  Canticles. 

'.  *  Holy  naen,  faith 1  he,  alitor  their  'hearts  are  renewed  by  re* 
yentance,  axe  not  afliamed  to  remembeR,  and  cpnfofc  tfcey 
tipVand  fhame&d  falls  to  the  glory  of  {pod?  for  they  account 
that,.glory  \trbich  fuch  «onfeifnons  take  foom  them,  is  next  loi^, 
Whilft  at  £06$  to  the  glory  of  God.*  if  !his  4$lory  may  rife  out 
of  our  fhaine,  Aow  willing  fhould  we  be  io  take  fuc&i  flmnif -to 
usj  Holy  D«vi4  was  not  afliamed  to  acknowledge,  r.rfaj[. 
xxxviii.  5.  «  My  wocun<te  {link,  and  are^ori^te^lTecanfc  ctf 
"  my  foolifhads^  lie  4s  the  vifdl  man  iftat  thus  befoafc 
iimfejf  before  God.  .  ' 

'If  fe  true^  CJod  may  afflia  from  yrerqgsBw,  or  for  trial^ 
but  we  niay  jdways  fee  canfe  enough  in  ourfelves,  and -it  w 
fafeft  to  cfiarge  it  upon  our  own  folly. 

jAfityi  The  afflirled  Chriflitw  may%  in  qn  hm$ble$  /uhmfitfe 
manner*  flea*}  with  Go&>  and  be  earnejt  for  th$  rem&tal 4$  thfi 

*  AW  tnim  ptvkt  J*nib*  vires*  pojfqwt*  renovata  cordafucrint 
\errejipifcentiam*  laffus  fui  to  dedecoris  ad  Dei  gkriath  meMixife. 
'Nihil  nobis  iUcedu,  q<«4  cedif  i*  itliu*  iwrem.     Brightmamia 
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When  affli&ion  prefleth  us  above  ftrength,  when  it  difckfe* 
lis  for  duty,  or  when  it  gives  advantage  to  temptation  5  thca 
we  may  fa^  with  David,  *«  Remove  thy  ftfoke  from  me,  I  am  ( 
'**  consumed  by  the  Mow  of  thine  hand/*  Pfid.  xxxix.  so.    E*  ! 
ven  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  in  the  day  of  his  troubles,  poured  i 
out  his  foul  with  ftrong  cries,  and  many  tears,  faying,  "  Father, . 
**  if  thou  be  willing,  let  this  cup  pals  from  -  me,"  Luke  xxii. 
42.  Oppreffed  natucedefires  cafe,  and  even  our  renfrwed*natuie  | 
defires  freedom  from  thofe  clogs,  and  temptations,   which 
hinder  us  in  duty,lor  expofe  us  to  fnares. 

Thus  far  we  may  fafely  go.  j 

'  But  forrow  then' becomes  finfut,  and  exce0rre,  wrien, 
v     Firft,  It  canjetk  us  tojbghty  and  defpife  a&&ur  other  merciesi 
arid  enjoyments  >  as  ftnatt  things >  in  comfatijbn  of  what  toe  bavt 
'loft. 

It  often  falfe  out,  that  the  fettitfg  of  one  comfort,  clouds, 

•  and  benights  all  the  reft,     thir  rears  ft*  our  Idft  enjoyments, 

.lb  blind  our  eyes,  that  We  cannot  fee  the  many  other  mercies 

'which  yet  remain :  We  take  fe  touch  notice  of  wbafc  is  gone^ 

that  we  ta,ke  little*  or  no  notice .  of  what  is  left.     But  this  « 

veryfinfulj  for  k  involves  in  it  both  ignorance,  ingratitude,  and 

great  provocation.  *        -  - 

•'     It  is  a  fin  fpringing  from  ignorance.     Did  wt  know  tfre'de- 

fertof  our  fins,  we  (hoiftld  father  wonder  to  fee  one  mercy  lfft4 

than  that  twenty  are  ctit  t>ff.    They  that  know  they  have  fore* 

•feited  evefy  mercy,  (hould  be  thankfeil  that  they  enjoyanji 

and  patient  when  thqr  iofe  any  of  their  comforts. 

*  Did  we  know  God,  even  that  fovereign1  Lord  at  whofe  difpofe 
.tfur  comforts  come  and  go,  who  can  the  next  moment*  Haft 
^11  that  remain,  and  turn  you  iflto  hell  afterwards,  you  would 
'prize  the  mercies  he  yet  indulges  to  you,  at  an  higher  value. 
4>id  you    undcrftand  the   fickle!  vaniihing,   nature   of  the 

:  creature,  what  a  ftower,  what  $  bubble  it  is;  O  ho* 
thankful 'would  ^you  bje,  to  find  fo  many  yet  left  in  your 
poiTeflion!  --  •      v 

Did  you  know  the  cafe  of  thonfands,  as  good*  yea,  better 
than  you,  whofe  whole  harveftrof  comfort  in  this  world  is  but  a 

"k  handful,  to  the  gleanings  of  the  comforts  you  ftill  enjoys  *h* 
\n  all  their  lives  never  were  owners  of  fuch  comfortable  enjoy- 

.•  'jnfehts  as  you  fcow  overlook ;  furely  ydu  waMM  not  a£fc  as  you 

*  -Befides,  what  vile  ingratitude  •  is  in  tbfe£  What,  are  aft 
your  remaining  mercies  worth  nothing  ?  'You  havqburieda 
4hild,  a  iiitttdi  w^Uy  but  ;fhll  you  have  a  hufband,  a  trife» 


cms  for  youiCdves,  with  health  to.  enjoj  them  r  or,,  if  not,  yet 

.  have  you .the* ordinances  of  God,  it  may  be, an  intereft  in  . 

*    Chrift  and  in  the  covenant*  paidon  of  fin,  and  hopes  of  glory. 

What,  and  yet  fink  at  tbiajrate,  a,*  if  all  your  mercies,  comforts, 

and  hopes,  even  in.  both  worlds,  were  buried  in  t  one  gTavey 

Jlfuft  ichabod  be  written  upon  your,  beft  mercies,  becanfe  mor- 

>  uUty  is  written  ^upot^  one?  Fy,  fy,wbat  fl>amerulingmtitude 

•-  inhere?      .........  .  ,-      • 

And  really,  frien<J>fuch  a  carriage  as  this  under  the  rod,  i* 
no  fmall  provocation  to  the  Lord  to  go  on  in  judgment,  att^ 
make  a  Wi  end  of  all  that  remains,  ib  that;  affli&ion  ihall  not 

.    rife up  the  fecond  time*    *    •  '•    .     *      , 

•    Wr*t  if  God*  taking  notice  how  little  thou  regarded  the 
many  undeferved  favours  thou  yet  pofiefieft,  fhould  fay,  wfefl* 

,  if  thou  thinkeft  them  not  worth  die  owning,  neither  do  I  think 
them  worth  die  continuing  ?  Go,  death,  there  is  a  hufband,  * 
wife,  other  children  yet  left,  finite  them  all*.    Go,  ftcknefe, 

;    and  remove  the  health  of  his  body  yet  left ;  go,  tofles,  ami 

V.  impoverish  his  eftate  y«t  left  s  go,  reproach,  and  blaft  bis  re* 

!  putation,  which  w  yet  fweet  /,  what  would  you  think  of  this  ? 
And  yet,  if  thou  be  out  of  Chrift,  you  are  in  danger  of.  a  far 
faddec  ft/okethan  any,  or  all  yet  mentioned*  what  if  God 

,  fhould  fay*  Prizeft  thou  not  my  mercy?  Hail  thou  no,  value 
for  my  goodnefs*  and  farh<ajranec  towaid*  thee?  Is  it  nothing 
that  I  -have  (pared  thee  thus  long  in  thy  fi«%  asuUebcUiofts  I 
"V^ell,  then,  I  will,  ftretch  out  my  hand  upon  thy  life,  cutoff 

'•.  that  thrtad*  which  hath  kepi  thee  jo  many  years  from  dropping 

k'«   into  bell,  c     ..      -\    ■    .  <: 

r  <  Otiunk,  then,  what  you  have  done,  by  provoking  the  Lord, 
thfottgn  your  vile  ingratitude  J  H  is  a*  dangerous  thing- to  pro- 

t  voke  God,  when  he  is  already  in  a  way  of  judgment.  And  if 
you  be  his  own  people,  and  ib  out  of  the  danger  of  this  Jaft 

.   and  wqrft  ftroke ;  yet  know,  you  have  better  mercies  to  lofc 
than  any  you  have  yet  loft.     Should  God  cloud  .your  fouls 
with  doubts,  let  Joofe  Satan  to  buffet  you,  remove  joy  and 
peace  from  your  innec^man*  how  foon  would  you  be  convin- 
ced Chat  die  funeral  of  your  deareft  friend  is  but.  a  trifle  to 
this?  •     •'  ;  •  .«'.....      .....     ....,>...  .      .     .     .         •; 

Well  thru,  whatever  God  takes*  be  fill!  thankful  for  what 
lie  leaves.    It  was  die  great  fin  of  Jfrael  m  die  wildernefs,  that 

;    though  God  had  delivered. diem irora  thdur  c*uel  Servitude  in 

'    Egyp{,  nwra,culoufly  fed  them  i*  the  de&riyand  was  leading  '  ^ 
them*  on  to  a  land  Rowing  trith  milk  a/id  honey  j  yet  as  {poi     *" 
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a*  way  «Mt  did  but  begin  «»  pinch  them,  prcfendy  all  th4jb 
9i*rcjfcs  were  forgotten  and  flighted*  Numb.  sir.  1 2«  u  Would 
<t  to  God  {lay  they)  ws  had  died  in  Egypt/'  And*  Niwpb.  sL 
6,  «  There  is  nothing  at  all  betide  this  manna*"  Beware  of 
this*  0  ye  mourning  and  affiled  ones.  You  fee  both  the  fin 
that  is  in  it,  and  the  danger  that  attends  k.  '.-.. 

Secondly,  And  no  left  finfulareour  fcrrowe,  Wbtnjhty  Ji 
W4b0jr  ingylph  mar  hearts,  thai  yue  titter  mind  not  atoll*  or  ah 
JittU  or  nothing  fenjihle  tf  tie  public  *vUf  ana  calamities,  which 
lie  ufm  flu  church  and  people  ofGpd. 

'  Some  Christians  have  fuch  public  (pirits,  that  the  churchy 
troubles  £ws!law  up  their  perianal  troubles.  Atejan&he* 
tfeemed  to  take  littf  e  notice  of  the  death  of  his  jchild  which  b$ 
pearly  lored,  being  almoft  overwhelmed  with  the  naiferies  ly* 
U^;  on  the  church*  .        .t 

,  Amd  k  was  a  gopd  evidence  of  the  gracioufifteft  *udpubik> 
B«6  of  Eli's  ipirk,  who  fitting  in  the  gate,  aoxioufiy  waiting 
(or  tidings  from,  the  army,  when  fhe  tidings  cam*  tnat  Ifrad 
Jed  before  the  PhilifUnts,  that  his  two  iot*3  Hopbui  aud 
Bhinehas  worctdeadt  and  that  the  ark  of  God  was  taken,  juft 
at  the  mention  of  that  word*  *  The  *rk  &  God*  before  fcq 
heard  out  the  whole  nanrstyoa*  his  mind  quickly  preiaged  the 
iifiie,  he  funk  down  and  died,  i  Saouiv}  17.  i8t  0«tbat  wat 
the  linking,  the  killing,  wond  |  had  the  meffenger  ftopt  ait  the 
4ea*h  of  his  two  fats,  like  enough  he  had  fupported  that  bur- 
den; but  the  Wsitf  the  ark  was  more  to  htm  thm  fe&feof 
daughters. 

f.  But  how  few  fuch  pablic  Xptrits  appear  even  among  pro* 
fefiors.  in  this  feifiih  generation  ?  May  we  not  with  the-  apoftta 
complain,  Phil,  ii„  21.  "  All  feck  ifceirowh*  aniinottlie  things 
<*  tfiat  are  *f  Chrift :"  Few  men  hatfe  a»y  great  cares  or  de* 
igns^  lying  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  own  private  ifctereftj 
And  what  we  &y  of  cares*  is  as  true  of  ibcrows :  If  a  qhiLdt  dkj 
we  are  ready  to  die  too,  but  public  calamities  pierce  lis 
not.    * 

Hour  few  fuffer  cither  their  domeftic  comforts  to  be  fwaK 
lowed  up  in  the  church's  troubles,  or  their  domeftic  trou-? 
ties  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  church's  mercies  j  "Now  when 
it  is  thus  with  us,  when  we  Uttte  regard  what  mercies  or  miferiea 

+  Gumqu*  Hi*  n+min*pi  drctm  Dei,  q.  Atnmium  *megr*m} 
fsi  wchaatai*  audiem  trfrratmntm*  m*t**}rms4lia*s  St  **s$um 
praefagitiuraeh-dt.     Mereoi.  ia  lee*  ■ »  •„     , 


Be'wp&h  other*,'  but  are  whfclfy  inteht  upon  our  torn  dfflie- 
Item;  thfrts  i.  GnfuV  ibrrow,  and  ought  to  be  fotrowed  for.   " 

Thirdly  Otff  forrows  then  become  finfu!  and  exorbitant. 
When  they  dvOert  us  frem9  er  diftraft  us  in,  6ur  duties  y  Jk 
fiat  titirimrlWtrfg  wftfrbtawh  i*  ftipf'dndr  inHrtupuA  by 
ttefft.  ,  ,./...  •    . 

*  Mom  lotige&tt  we  fitalon*  rftufipg  «£<ta  a  4*^  cttafcite ? 
Here  our  thought*  eafily  ftow  y  but  how  hard  td  fi*  tHem  iigV 
ffcrthfc  litihg^  God!  wMn  odr  rieafts  (HoWkt  oe  ih  freavezt 
with  our  Clirift,  they  arc  in'the  grave  w ith 'bur  dead.  Mfrytftfc 
many  affll&dd  fouls  juftly  tfpmphtn,  that  their  troubles,  Had  ta*- 
ten  away 'dietr  Ghrift  from  tberii,  (I  mean  as  to  Tweet  iettfiblfc 
tfOrrimuttiori}  afcd  laid  the  dead  child  ih  his  room  ?    •    ' 

Pbor  creature,  eeaTe  to  weep  stiiy  longer  fof  thy  <fead  rdsK 
tJoh,  and  weep  rather  for  thy  dead  heart.  Is  this  thy  eom- 
pfiante .with-  God's,  defign  in  ifflifltkig  Oitt-i  What*  t6  gro* 
a  greater  ftranger  vo  him  tban  before!  Or  is  ffihthefwaysfr 
thy  e!urtf  a*d  ebmfoft  in  aiiiSioni  to  rdfraka  prayer*  and  turn 
thy  bffck  Upon  Gdd  ? 
"   Or  if  ttou 'dareft  not  wboffy  negle&  thy  iixtft  yet  fhy  *& 

•  4ft££k>!fc  ipoik  the Tuceds  and  comfort  of  k  \  thy  heart  is  wahd^ 
ring,  dead* iiftra&ed  in'prttyfcr  and  meditation,  fd  that  the* 
feaft  no  tdiefor  comfort  from  \t.  - 

Rouieli^thyfclf,'Chrifti^n,  arid  confider  this,  is  riotrighti 

-  Safely  tfee  rod  works  riot  kindly  now.  -  What,  did  thy  ftffcc 
ttf  ©od  ekpte  when  thy  fnetod  ex£feed£  II  thy  heart  a*  coJ3 
SfMhity,  ate  his  body  is  in  the  grave  ?  . 
*  liath  natural  death  feized  him,  and  fpiritualdeadfieft  feteeS 
¥kth  i  Sure' then  t!hou  haft  more  reafbn  to  tenenr  thy  dca<fr 
hc&tttthin  tfry  dead  friend.  Divert' the  ftream  of  thy  trouble* 
%et<fily,aftd  labour  to  recover  thy felf  out  of  this  temper  4fufek* 
Iji  left  ftd  eminence  fliortly  tell  thee,  that  what  thou  riotfr 
inoumefiMorVis  but  a  trifle  to  what  thouihalt  mourn  for  here*, 
after."  To  lde  the  beavenly' warmth  and  fpiritnaMiveHnefiT 
of  thjr  4ff6£t.iiDn&,  is  undoubtedly  a  for  more  considerable  k>fs> 
than  td  lofefrhe  wife  of  thy  bofom*  of  the  ftreeteft  ehiRl  that 
ever  a  tender  parent^ald  ifi  the' grave.         .  "  '        ; 

'  Kea<ferrif  tttlibt  thfJttfei  th6n  H«ft  reafori  to  ehafferige 
the  firft  flace  among  W^toawfiers.'  -It  If  betterVf6rthee  t* 
btiry  ten  fbn*,  th?ui  to  remit  one  degree  of  love  or  delight  iv% 
Gbd..  vFhe  end  df  God  in  fmitfug/wasto  win  thy  beatt  near- 
er ttr4hirVr  bty  femovirrgthat  which  eftranged  it ;  how  then  doft 
tbdu  «rbfa  the  very  defign  cf  God  m  this  dilpenfation  ?  Muft      M 


Cod  then  lofe  his  delight  in  thy  fellpw/liip,  bccaUfe  tbott  bA 
loft  thine  in  the  creature  ?  Surely,  .when  thy  troubles  thus  acf  | 
company  thee,  .to  thy  dofet,  they  are  finful  and  extravagant! 
ijroobles.  v  .  j 

'  Fourthly f  Then,  you  may  alfo  conclude  your  fiprow*  to  he  j! 
excefiive  and  finful,  iVhen  they  Jo  overload  and  opprefsymr  &•  \  { 
idUs%  as  to  endanger  your  lives  %  or  render  them  u/ele/s  ami  unfit »; 
for  fervid.  :  1* 

.  Worldly  forrow  works  deaths  2  Cor.  yii.  10.  that  is,  fi»*  A 
j&vr  aft^r  the  manner  of  worldly  men  #  \  forrow  in  a  mere  car*  V 
nal,  natural  way,  which  is  not  relieved  by  any  fpirkual  reafon-  i 
ings  and  confidcrations.  This  falls  fo  heavy  fomettraes  upon  ' 
th^  body,  that  it  finks  under  the  weight,  and  is  call  into  fuch  ,j 
.difeafes  as  are  never  more  wrought  off,  or  healed  in  this  world. "•!' 
."  Heavinefs  in  the  heart  of  a  man  makes  it  ftoop,"  faith  So?  si 
Jpmon,  Prov.  xii.  25.  The  flouteil  body  muft  ftoop  under;., 
jieart-preflures.  ' 

,    It  is  with  thermind  of  man,  faith  pne,  as  with  the  ftone  : 
tyrhenus  ;  as  long  as  it  is  whole  it  fwimmetb  %  but,  onee  bro? 
ken,  it  finks  prefently.     Grief  is  a  math,  which,  getting  into  • 
the  mind,  will,  in  a  fhort  time,  make  the  body,  be  it  never  for 
firong  and  well-wrought  apiece,  like  an  oldfeary  garment.  .- 
-     Philofophers  and  phyficia<is  generally  reckon  forrow  among 
the  chief  cau&s  of  (hortning  life,  Chrift  was  a  man  of  fonows,  • 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  and  this  Come  think  was  the  reajftra' 
jthat  he  appeared  as  a  man  of  fifty,  when  be  was  little  more 
than  thirty  years  old,  John  viii.  57.  But  hia  forrows  were  of  . 
smother  kind  \. 

Many  a  man's  foul  is  to  his  body,  as  a  (harp  knife  to  a  thin  * 
tfheath,  which  eafily  cuts  it  through  %  and  what  do.  we  by  por- 
ing and  pondering  upon  our  troubles,  but  whet  the  krtife  that 
it  may  cut  the  deeper  and  quicker  i  Of  all  the  creatures  that 
ever  God  made  (devils  only  excepted)  man  is,  the  moil,  abk 
,2nd  apt  to  be  his  owx*  tormentor. 

How  unmercifully  do  we  load  our  bodies  in  times  of  afliV 
tions  ?  How  do  we  not  only  wade  their  ihength  by  forrow,  but 

r  *  Worldly  forrow  is  after  the  maimer  of  the  woiid,  anting  from 
ttheloveofit.    Eft ius  on  the  place* 

f  Thefe  things  write  1  unto  yoy.  who  have  w«pt  fo  immoderately, 
that  I  am  become  an  example  (which  I  always  abhorred)  of  thole 

whom  grief  hnth  overcome.  Yet  this  ugreaJenaLle  conduft  I  cow 
condemn  myfelf  for,   Sense*  *  , 
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IS*y  relief  and  neceflary  refrelhmeitf  ?  They  mult  tarry  the 
bad)  but  be  allowed  no  refrefhment :  If  they  can  eat  the  bread 
,  ofaffli&ion,  an*  drink  tears,  they  may  feed  to  the  full ;  .hufc 
no  pleafant  bread)  no  quiet  fleep  is  permitted  them.    .Surely 
you  would  not  burden  a  beaft  as  you  do  your  own  bodies :  Too. 
would  pity  and  relieve  a  brute  beaft,  groaning  and  finking  un- 
der an  heavy  burden,  but  you  will  not  pity  nor  relieve  your 
own  bodies. 
Some  mens  fouls  have  given  fuch  deep  wounds  to  their  bo* 
,  dies,  that  they  are  never  like  to  enjoy  many  eafy  or  comfbrta- 
;  tie  days  more  whilft  they  dwell  in  them* 

Now,  this  is  very  finful  anddifpfcafing  to  Gods  for  if  behave 

1  fiidi  a  tender  cate  for  our  bodies,  that  he  would  not  have  us 

Swallowed  up  of  over  much  grief,  no,  though  it  be  for  6% 

z  Cor.  ii,  7.  but  even  to  that  iorrow  fets  bounds ;  how  much 

;  k&  with  outward  forroW  for  temporal  lofc  i  May  not  youi: 

>  fiock  of  natural  ftrength  be  employed  to  better  purpafes,  think 

!  you,  thanthefe  ?  Time  may  come,  that  you  may  earneftlywifti 

you  had  that  health  and  ftrength  again  to  fpend  for  God,  which 

[;  jou  now  b  laviihly  wafte,  j^nd  prodigally  caft  away  upon  your 

""  Humbles*  to  no  purpofe  or  advantage. 

If ,  it  was  therefore  an  high  point  of  wifdom  in  David,  and  re*; ' 
}  gftded  no  doubt  for  our  imitation,  who,  when  the  child  was 
4c&dt*ceafeii  to  mourn,  bttt  arofe,  waflied  himfelf,  and  eat 
l>r.ead,  2  Sain.  iii.  20. 

-fifthly  9  When  affli&ion  fcwrs  the  fpirit  with  difcontent* 
and  makes  it  inwardly  grudge  againft  the  hand  of  God*  then 
our  trouble  is  full  of  fin,  and  we  ought  to  be  humbled  for  it 
before  the  Lord. 

Whatever  God  doth  with  usr  or  ours,  ftill  we  fhoqld  main- 
tain good  draughts  of  him.     A  jgracious  heart  cleaves  nearer 
and  nearer  to  God  in  affliftion,  and  can  iuftify  God  in  his  fe- 
vejeft  ftro&es,  acknowledging  them  to  be  all  juft  and  holy, 
PCd.  cxtx*  75.  "  I  Jcnow  alfo.  that  thy  judgments  ajre  right* 
*f  and  that -thou  in  faithfulness  haft  affli&ed  me."  And  hereby 
tiie&ul  may  comfortably  evidence  to  itfclf  its  owduprightnefe 
ad  fincere  love  to  God  \  yea,  it  hath  been  of  i&tgular  ufe  to 
Ime  fouls,  to  take  right  oieafures  of  their  love  to  God  in  fuch 
als :  to  have  lovely  and  well-pleaftd  thoughtsi  of  God,  even 
len  he  finite*  us  in  our  neareft  and  deareft  comforts,  argues 
ainly  that  we  love  him  for  himfelf,  and  not  for  his  gifts  only, 
nd  thus  his  intereft  in  the  heart  is  deeper  than  any  creature-, 
tertft  is.  And  futfj  U  the  comfort  that  hath  refulted  to  fbme 

y*i.  vn*  ,  H  h  .  - 
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from  fuch  difeoveries  of  their  own  hearts  by  clofe  fmarting  af- 
flictions, that  they  would  not  part  w,ith  it,  to  have  their  coin- 
forts  <(  whofe  removal  occafioned  them)  given  back  in  lieu  of  it. 

•  But'to.fwell  with  fecret  difcontent,  arid  have  hard  thoughts 
4>f  God,  as  if  he  had  done  us  wrong,  or  dealt  more  feverely 
with  us  than  any  ;  O  this  is  a  vile  temper,  curled  fruit  fpring- 
kig  from  an  tvilroot^  a  very  carnal,  ignorant,  proud  heart; 
or  at  lead  from  a  very  diftempered,  if  renewed,  heart.  So  it  was 
with  Jonah  when  God  frhote  his  gourd  :  u  Yea,  (faith  he)  I  do 
***  well  to»  be  angry  even  unto  death,"  Jonah  rv.  9.  Poor  man, 
he  was  highly  diftempered  at  this  time,  and  out  of  frame ;  this 
tvas  not  hie  true  tamper,  or  ordinary  frame,  but  a  furprize ; 
the  efre£V  of  a  paroxifm  of  temptation,  in  which  his  paffions 
had  been  over-heated; 

:  Few  dare  fo  vent  k  in  fitch  language:  But  how  many  have 
their  hearts  imbittered  by  difcontent,  and  fecret  riGngs  againft 
the  Lord  ?  Which,  if  ever  the  Lord  open  their  eyes  to  fee,  will 
^oft  them  more  trouble  than  ever. that  affliction  did,  which 
gave  the  oecafior*  of  it. 

•  I  .deny  not  but  the  beft  heart  may  be  tempted  to  tfeink  and 
fpeak  frowardly  concerning  thefe  works  of  the  Ldrd  *  that  en- 
vious adverfary,  the  devil,  will  blow  the  coals,  and  labour  to 
Wow  up  our  fpirits  at  fuch  time  into  high  difconterits  :  The 
Ceinptation  was  ftrong  even  upor*#Bavid  himfclf^  to  take  uf 
hard  thoughts  of  God,  and  to  conclude,  "  Verily  I  have  cleanf- 
«^ed  my  heart  in  vain ;"  q.  d.  How  little  privilege  from  the 
worft  of  evils  hath  a  man  by  his  godlinefs  ?  But  he  foon  fcp- 
JMreffed  fuch  motions ,:  *  If  I  fhould  fay  thus,  I  fhould  offend 
«  againft  the  generation  of  thy  children.:".  Meaning,  that  he 
fhould  cohdercm  the  whole  race  of  godly  men  through  the 
.whole  world  ^  for  who  is  ther*  among  them  ali>  but  is,  or  hatB, 
or  may  be,  afRi&ed  as  feverely  as  myfelf  ? 

<  "  Surely,it  is  meet  to  be  faid  unto  God,  I  have  born  chaftife- 
**  merit,  I  will  not  offend  any  more,"  Job  xxxiv.  3 1  •  Whatever 
God  doth  with  you,  fpeak  well,  and  think  well  of  him,  and  his 
» works. 

•  Sixthly,  Our  farrows  exceed  due  bounds  when  we  continually 
excite  and  provoke  them  hy  Willi  fig  irritations. 

Grief,  like  a  lion,  loves  to  play  with' us  before  it  detfcroyiis. 
And  ftrarigejHs  that  we  fliould  find  fome  kind  of  pleafiire  in 
rouzingourfbrrows* .  It  is  *  Seneca's  obfervation*  and  expe- 

'*■  •  Sorrow  itfeif  hat  a  certain  kind  t>f  pleafare attending  It,  when 

-  --  -  the 
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ximentally  'true,  that  even  forrow  itfelf  hath-  a  certain  kind  of 
delight  attending  it.    .  .-.'.,      : 

The  Jews,  that  were  with  Mary  in  the  houfe  to  comfort  her, 
cc  *When  they  faw  that  fhe  went  out  haftily,  followed  her,  fay* 
"  ing,  fee  goeth  to  the  grave  to  weep  there.,"  John  xi;  32.  as 
they  do,  faith  f  Calvin,  «  that  feek  to  provoke  their  .t*QaWe*t 
1  by  going  to  the  grave,  or.  often  looking  upon  the  dead  bo* 
'   dyV  -    .  .♦  ■ 

Thus  we-  delight  to  look  upon  the  relics  of  our  dece?fed 
Friends,  and  often  to  mention  their  a&xmS;  and  fayings,  not 
To  much  for  any  matter  of  holy,  and  weighty  inftrucUon,  of 
imitation,  for  that  would  warrant,  and  commend  the  a&ion  I 
hut  rather  to  rub  the  wound,  and  fetch  fre£h  blood  from  it,  by 
piercing  ourfelves  with  ibhie  little,  trivial,  yet  wounding  cir* 
cunaitances.  I  have  known  many  that  will  fit  and  talk  of  tfc 
Features,  anions  and  fayings,  of  their  children*  for  ^outs  toT 
gether,  and  weep  at  therehearfal  of  them,  and  that  for  many 
months  after  they  are  gone  \  fo  keeping  the  wound  continual* 
ty  open,  and  excruciating  their  own  hearts,  without  ?ny  be* 
aefit  at  all  by  them :  A  lock  of  hair,  or  fome  fuch  trifles,  muflt 
be  kept  for  this  purpofe,  to  renew  their  forrow  daily,  by  look* 
log  on  it.  On  this  account;  Jacob  would  not  have  his  ion  cal- 
led Bcnoni,  left  it  fhduld  renew  his  forrow*  but  Benjamin.     ■> 

I  am  far  from  commending  abrutiih  oblivion  of  our  deir 
relations,  and  condemn  it  as  much  as  I  do  this  childifli,  a&4 
unprofitable  remembrance.  O  friends!  we  have  other  things 
:o  do  under  the  rod,  than  thefe  :  Were  it  not  better  to  be 
rearchingour  hearts,  and  hoafes,  when  God's  rod  is  upon  u*? 
and  ftudying  how  to  anfwer  the  end  of  it,  by  mortifying  tho& 
corruptions  which  provoke  it?  Surely  tfce  rod  works  not  kind* 
ty  till  it  comes  to  this* 

Seventhly >  Lafily^  Our  forrows  may  then  be  pronounced 
Snful,  when  they  deafen  our  cars  to  all  the  wholefome,  and  fea* 
fonable  words  of  counfel,  and  comfort,  offered  us  for  our  re*, 
lief,  andfapport, 

Jer.  xxxi.  15.  "  A  voice  was  heard  in  Raman,  lamentation 
*  and  bitter  weeping  5  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children*  would 
<  not  be  comforted  for  her  children,  becauJc  they  were  not.'' 
Hha 

he  parents  call  to  mind  the  pleafant  faying* ,  the  chearful  convcrft- 
:tori,  and  the  fikal  affection  of  their  children,    then  their  eyes  are 
refreshed  as  it  were  with  a  kind  of  joy. 
f  Ex  eorum  tnwe  qui  iuftusfui  irritat/ynta  quae  runt.   Calvut* 
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She  will  admit  no  comfort,  herdifeafe  h  curable  by  bo  o&et 

means  but  the  reftoration  of  her  children}  give  her  them 

again,  and  {he  will  becjuiet;  elfc  you  fyeak  into  air,  (be 

regards  not  whatever  you  fay, 

Thuslfrael,  in  the  cruel  bondage  in  Egypt,  Mofes  brings 

them  the  glad  tidings  of  deliverance;  u  But  they  hearkened 

c<  not  to  him,  h  caufe  of  the  anguifh  of  fpirit,  and  tbeir  cruel 

V  bondage/9  £xbd.  vi.  9. 

Thus  obftinately  fixed  are  many,  intfceir  trouble,  that  no 

words  of  advice,  or  comfort,  find  any  place  with  them  ;  yea, 

I  have  known  fome  exceeding  quick  and  ingenuous,  even  a- 

•bove  the  rate  of  their  common  parts  and  abilities,  in  invent* 
ing  ihifts,  and  framing  obje&tons  to  turn  off  comfort  from 
themfelves^  as  if  they  had  been  hired  to  plead  agaioft  their  own 

Sntereft  \  and  if  they  be  driven  from*  thofe  pleas,  yet  they  ait 
fettled  in  their  trquole?,  too  faft  to  he  moved ;  fay  what  yon 
will,  they  mind  it  pot,  or,  at  moft,  it  abide*  npt  upon  diem* 
Let  proper,  feafonaWe  advice,  pr  comfort,  be  tendered,  they 
refufe  it  |  your  counfel  is  good,  bat  they  have  no  heart  tait 
siow.  Thus,  Pfal.  lx^vii.  10.  "  My  foul  (jkith  he)  refufed  to  be 

.««  comforted,"         * 

To  want  comfort  in  time  of  affUftion,  is  ati  aggravation  of 
our  affli^ion*  but  to  refufe  it  when  offered  us,  wants  not  fin. 
Time  may  cpm,e  when  we  wquld  be  glad  to  receive  comfort, 
or  hear  a  word  of  fupport,  and  {hall  be  denied  it. 

O  it  is  a  mercy  tor  the  afflicted  to  have  Barnabas  with  them, 
an  interpreter,  one  among  a  thoufand  $  and  it  will  be  the 
great  fin,  and  folly  of  the  affli&ed,  tp  fpill,  like  water  upon 

,  the  ground^  thofe  excellent  cordials,  prepared  and  offered  to 
them,  out  of  a  froward,  or  dead  fpirit,  under  trouble.  Say 
not  with  them.  Lam.  Hi.  18,  19.  "  My  hope  is  perHhed  from 

,  1*  the  Lord,  remcmbring  mine  affli&ion  and  my .,  mHery,  ch$ 
**  wormwood  and  the  gall.'*    It  is  a  thpufand  pities  the  worm- 

.  wood  and  gall  of  affliction  mould  fodifguft  a  Chrifttan,  as  that 
he  mould  not  at  any  time  be  able  to  relifh  the  fweetnefe  tbat  is 

,  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  promifes.  And.  thus  I  have  difpatqhed 
the  firft  part  of  my  defign,  in  (hewing  you  therein,  th$  fin  of 
mourners  doth  not  lie,  and  in  what  it  doth. 

Secondly,  Having  cleared  this,  and  (hewn  ypu  wherein  die 

,  fin  and  dagger  lies,;  my  way  is  now  prepared  #>  the  fecond 
thing  propofed,  namely,  to  difTuade  moyrners  from  thefc  fin- 
ful  exceflfes  of  forroWs,  and  keep  the  golden  bridle  of  modera- 
tion upon  their  paflions  in  times  of  affli&ion.  And  O  that 
py -WQ?48  *W  h?  as  (uccefsful  upon  thofe  penfive  fouls  tfaa$ 
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.Ifctafi  readihem,  as  AbigaiPs  were  to  David,  1  Sam.  xxv.  32. 
who,  when  he  perceived  how  proper  and  ieafonable  they  were, 
laid,  *<  Bkfled  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who  fent  tbee  this 
**  day  to  meet  me,  and  blefled  be  thy  advice/* 
~  '  I  am  fenfiblehow  hard  a  talk  it  is  I  here  undertake,  to  charm 
A>wti,  and  allay  mutinous,  raging,  and  tumultuous  paffions  ; 
to  give  a  check  to  the  torrent  of  paffion,  is  ordinarily  but  to 
^provoke  it,  and  make  it  rage  and  fwell  the  more. 

The  work  is  the  Lord's,  it  wholly  depends  upon  his  power* 
.  and  bleffing.  He  that  faith  to  the  lea,  nyhen  the  waves  there- 
of roar,  be  fttll  \  can  alfo  quiet,  and  compofe  the  ftormy,  and 
tumultuous  fea,  that  rages  in  the  breafts  of  the  affli&ed*  and 
/  jcafis  up  nothing  but  the  froth  ef  vain  and  ufelefs  complaints  of 
our  mifery,  or  the  dirt  of  finful  and  wicked  complaints  of  the 
dealings  of  the  Lord  with  us, 

Therodof  jaffli£tion  goes  round,  arid  vifits  all  forts  of  per* 
ferns,  without  difference :  it  is  upon  the  tabernacles  of  the  juft 
;  and  theunjiift,  the  righteous  and  the  wicked ;  both  are  mourn- 
ing under  the  rod.  •',   *  ■    " 

The  godly  are  r\ptfo  to  be  minded,  as  that  the  other  be 
wholly  neglected ;  they  have  as  ftrong  and  tender,  Aough 
not, as  regular  affections  to  their  relations,  and  muft  not  be 
wholly  fufiered  to  fink  under  their  unrelieved  burdens. 

Here,  therefore,  I  muft  have  refpec^  to  two  lbrts  of  perfons, 
whom  I  find  m  tears  upon  the  fame  account ;  I  mean,  the  toft 

*  ^f  their  dear  relations,  the  regenerate,  and  the  unregenerate..  I' . 
mm  a  debtor  to  both,  and  mall  endeavour  their  fupport  and 
affiftance,  for  even  the  unregenerate  call  for  our  help  and  pity, 
md  muft  not  be  neglected,  and  wholly  flighted,  in  their  afflic- 
tions. We  muft  pity  them  that  cannof  pity  themfelves  *,  The 
law  of  God  commands  us  to  helpabeaft,  if  fallen  under  its 
burden }  how  much  more  a  man  finking  under  a  load  of  for- 

XOWS  I  '  ' 

I  confefs,  ufes  of  comfort  to  the  unregenerate  are  not  (or* 
dinarily)in  ufe  among  tfs,  smd  it  may  feem  ftrange  whence 
any  thing  of  fupport  mould  be  drawn  for  them,  that  have  no . 
fpecial  intereft  in  Chrift,  or  promife$. 

I  confefc,  alfo,  I  find  myfelf  under  great  difadvantages  for 
this  work }  I  carniot  offer  them  thofe  reviving  cordials  that 
are  contained  in  Chrift  and  the  covenant,  for  God's  affii&ed 
people ;  but  yet,  fuch  is  the  gbodnefe  of  God  even  to  his  cm> 

•  Nil  miferius  mifero  nan  tniferanU  feipfum,  i.  e.  None  is  more 

*  to,  be  pitHtd  than  a  poor  finocr  that  doe*  not  pky  himfelf. 
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mica,  that  they,  are  not  ltfit  wholly  without  frppogs*  •oupoajf 

to  allay  their  forrow. 

If  this,  therefore,  be  thy  cafe,  who  readeft.  thefe  lines  ;  aft 
flicked  and  unfan&ified,  mourmag  bitterly  for  thy  dead  friends, 
and  more  caufe  to  mourn  for  thy  dead  foul,  chriftleft  anA  grace- 
leis,  as  well  as  childlefs,  of  friendkfs  :  no  comfort  in  hand,  nor, 
yet  in  hope ;  full  of  trouble,  and .  no  vent  by  prayer,  or  faithf 
to  eafe  thy  heart. 

.  Poor  creature,  thy  cafe  is  fad,  but  yet  do  not  wholly  fink; 
and  fuffer  thyfelf  to  be  (wallowed  up  of  grief;  thou  haft  kid 
thy  dear  one  in  the  grave,  yet  throw  not  thyfelf,  headlong  ia^ 
tp  the  grave  after  him  ;  that  will  not  be  the  way  to  remedy  thy 
tniferv:  but  fit  down  a  while,  arid  ponder  thefe  three  things. , 

Firft,  That  of  all  perfons  in  the  world,  thou  haft  mqft  reafoi\ 
to  be  tender  Over  thy  life,  and  health,  and  careful  to  preferve  it; 
for  if  thy  troubles  deftroy  thee,  thou  art  eternally  lofix  undone 
for  ever*  "  Worldly  forrow  (faith  the  apoftle)  works  death.*!. 
And  if  it  works  thy  death,  it  works  thy  damnation  alfo ;  for 
hell  follows  that  pale  horfe,  Rev.  vi.  8.  If  a  believer  diesj 
there  is  no  danger  of  hell  to  him,  the  fecond  death  hath  no 
power  pver  him  i  but, woe  to  thee,  if  it  overtake  thee  in  thy 
fin  :  beware,  therefore,  what  thou  doft  againft  thy  health,  ana 
life ;  do  not  put  the  candle  of  forrow  too  ne^r  that  thread  by 
which  thou  hangeft  over  the  mouth  of  hell, 

O  it  is  far  better  to  be  childHs,  or  friendless  on  earth,  th*Q 
bopelefs,  and  remedilefs,  in  hell. 

Secondly,  Own  and  admire  the  bounty  and  goodnefe  of 
God,  manifefted  to  thee  in  this  affliction ;  that  when  death 
came  into  thy  family  to  fmite,  and  carry  off. one,  it  had  not 
fallen  to  thy  lot  to  be  the  perfon ;  thy  hufband,  wife,  or  child 
is  taken,  and  thou  art  left :  had  thy  name  been  in  the  commit 
fion,  thou  hadft  been  now  paft  'hope* 

O  the  fparing  mercy  of  God  !  the  wonderful  long-fuffering 
of  God  towards  thee !  Pofiibly  that  poor  creature  that  is  gone, 
never  provoked  God  as  thou  haft,  done  ;  thy  poor  child  never 
abufed  mercies,  neglected  calls,  treafiued  up  the  ten  thQufandth 
part  of  that  guilt  that  thou  haft  done  :  fo  that  thou  mighteit 
well  imagine  it  fhould  rather  have  cut  thee  down,  that  hadft 
fo  provoked  God,  than  thy  poor  little  one. 

But,  O  the  admirable  patience  of  God!  Otbe  riches  of  hi? 
long-fuffering  i  Thou  art  only  warned,  not  fmitten  by  it:  is 
there  nothing  in  this,  worth  thankful  acknowledgment  ?  Is  it 
not  better  to  be  in  black  for  another  on  earth,  than  in  the 
blacknefs  of  darknefs  for  ever  ?  Is  it  not  eadet  to  go  to  tk$ 
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^  grave  with  thy  dead  -friend,  and  weep  there,  than  to  go  to  hell 
among  the  damned,  where  there  is  weeping,  and  wailing,  and 
.  fenaihihg  of  teeth  ? 

•  Thirdly,  This  affliction,  for  which  thou  moumeft,  may  be* 
the  greateftr  mercy  to  thee,  that  ever  yet  befel  thee  in  this 
world.  God  .hath  now  made  thy  heart  foft  by  trouble,  fliew* 
id  thee  the  vanity  of  this  worlds  and  what  a  poor  trifle  it  U 
which  thou  madeft"  thy  happinefs :  there  is  now  a  dark  cloud 
Ipread.over  all  thy  wfcrdry- comforts.  Now,  Onow\»  if -the 
Lord  woultf.  but  ftrike  in  with  this  affliction,  and  by  it  open 
thine  eyes  to  fee  thy  deplorable  ftate,  amf  take  off  thy  heart 
for  ever  from  the  vairi  world,  which  thou  now  feeft  hathnc** 
thing  in  it ;  and  caufe  thee  to  chufe^  Chrift,  the  only  abiding 
good,  for  thy  portion.  If  now  thy  affliction  may  but  bring  thy 
fin  to  remembrance,  and  thy  dead  friend  may  bat  bring  thee 
to  a  fenfe  of  thy  dead  foul,  which  is  as  cold  to  God,  and  fpi- 
fttual  things,  as  his  body  is  to  fhee$  and  more  lothfome  in  his 
eyes  .than  tfcat  corpfe  is,  or  fliortly  will  be  to  the  eyes  of  men : 
then  this  day  is  certainly  a  day  of  the  greateft  mercy  that  ever 
yet'  thou  faweft.  'O  happy  death,  that  ftiallprOve  life  to  thy  foul. 
%  "Why  this  is  fbmetimes  the  way  of  the  Lord  with  men,  Job 
*xxvi.  8,  9.  **  If  they  be  bound  in  fetters,  and  holden  in  cords 
"  of  affliction,  then  he  fheweth  them  their  work,  ancLtheir 
*«  tranfgreffion,  that  they  have  exceeded:  he  openeth,  alio, 
«*  their  ear  to  difcipline,  and  commandeth  them  that  they  re- 
•*  turn  from  iniquity."  *  > 

0  confider,  poor  penfive  creature,  that  which  ftole  away  thy 
heart  from  God,  is  now  gone  j  that  which  eat  up  thy  time; 
and  thoughts,  that  there  was  no  room  for  God,  foul,  or  eterni- 
ty, in  them,  is  gone  :  all  the  vain  expectations  that  thou  raif- 
ddliup  unto  thyfelf,  from  that  poor  creature  which  now  lies  in 
the  duft,  are  in  one  day  quite  periftied.  O  what  an  advantage 
haft  thou  now  for  heaven,  beyond  whatever  thou  yet  had  ft !  if 
God  will  but  blefs  this  rod,  thou  wilt  have  caufe  to  keep  ma- 
ny a  thankfgiving  day  for  this  day. 

'  I  pray,  let  thefe  three  things  be  pondered  by  you.  I  can  be- 
ftow  no  more  comforts  upon  you,  your  condition  bars  the  beft 
.comforts  frbrri  you,  they  belong  to  the  people  of  God,  and  you 
have  yet  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

1  ftall  therefore  turn  frorn  you  to  them,  and  prefent  fome 
Choicer  comforts  to  them,  to  whom  they  properly  belong,  which 
rhay  be  t>f  great  ufe  to  yon  in  reading,  if  it  be  but  to  convince 
you  of  the  blefied  privilege  and  ftate  of  the  people  of  God  iu* 
the  greateft  plunges  of  troubles  in  this  world,  and  what  adTait-^. 
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cages  their  intereft  in  Chrift  gives  them  for  peace  and  &Gdt% 

ipent,  beyond  that  ftate  you  are  in.  s  '         " 

And  here  I  do  with  much  more  freedom,  and  hope  of  fuo 
cefs,  apply  myfelf  to  the  work  of  counfeHing,  and  comfortiug 
the  afflifted.  You  are  the  fearers  of  the  Lord,  and  tremble  at 
his  word;  the  leaft  fin  js  more  formidable  to  you,  than  die 
greateft  affliction:  doubdefc  you  would  rather  chufetobury 
all  your  children,  than  provoke  and  grieve  your  heavenly  Fa- 
ther. •  Your  relations  are  dear,  but  Chrift  is  dearer  to  you  by 
far. 

Well  then,  let  me  perfuade  you  to  retire  a  while  into  ywir 
clofets,  redeem  a  little  time  from  your  unprofitable  ibrrows, 
cafe  and  empty  your  hearts  before  die  Lord,  and  beg  his  bleff- 
ingupon  the  relieving,  quieting,  and  heart-compofing  confi- 
derations  that  follow  j  fome  of  which  are  mere  general  and 
(common,  fome  more  particular  and  fecial ;  but  all  of  them 
fuch  as,  through  the  bleflmg  of  God,  may  be  very  ufeful,  at 
this  time,  to  your  fouls. 

Confederation  i.  Confide?,  in  this  day  ofjbrrowf  who  is  th 
framer,  and  author  of  this  rod9  by  which  you  new  finart  /  is 
it  not  the  Lord  *  And  if  the  Lord  hath  done  iti  it  becomes  ym 
meekly  to  fubmiu  Pfal.  pdvi.  10.  M  Be  (till,  and  know  that  I 
«  am  God." 

Man  and  man  (land  upon  even  ground  \  if  your  jfeUow-crea- 
ture  does  any  thing  that  difpleafes  you,  you  may  not  only  en- 
quire who  did  it,  but  why  he  -did  it  ?  You  may  demand  hi* 
grounds  and  reafons,  for  what  he  hath  done ;  but  you  may 
not  do  fo  here  :  It  is  expe&ed,  that  this  one  thing,  75k?  Lord 
hath  done  ity  fliould,  without  any  farther  difpntes,  or  contefts, 
filence  and  quiet  you,  whatever  it  be  that  he  hath  done.  Job 
xxxiii.  13.  "  Why  doft  thou  ftrive  againft  him  ?  For  he  giyeth 
«  not  an  account  of  any  of  his  matters.*'  The  Supreme  Being 
muft  needs  be  an  unaccountable  and  uncontrollable  being. 

It  is  a  fhame  for  a  child  to  ftrive  with  his  father $  a  fhame. 
for  a  fervant  to  contend  with  his  matter ;  tut  for  a  creature  to 
quarrel  and  ftrive  with  the  God  that  made  him,  O  how  fhame- 
ful  is  it !  Surely  it  is  highly  reafonable  that  you  be  fubje£t  to 
that  will  whence  you  proceeded,  and  that  he  who  formed  you, 
and  yours,  (hould  difpofe  of  both  as  feemeth  him  good.  It  is" 
{aid,  2  Sam.  iii.  36.  "That  whatfoever  the  king  did,  pleafed 
*«  all  the;  people  :"  And  fhatt  any  thing  the  Lord  doth  dif- 
pleafe  you  ?  He  cah  do  no  wrong :  If  we  pluck  "a,  rofe  in  the 
bud,  as  we  walk  in  our  gardens,  who- (hail  blame  us  for  it  ?  It 
is  our  own,  and  qccmay  crop  it  off  when  we  pleafe ;  Is  nor,; 
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Ail  Ae  c*ft  i  Thy  fweet  bud,  which  was  crept  off  before  it 

•  was  fully  blown,  was  cropt  offJby  him  that  owned  it,  yea,  by 
hiito  that  formed  it.    If  his  dominion  be  abiblute,  fore  bis 

:  difpofal  ihould  be  acceptable. 

It  was  io  to  good  Eli,  1  Sam.  Hi,  18.  "  It  is  the  Lord,  ler 
«  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good :"  And  it  was  fo  to  David* 
P(al.xxxix.  9.  "I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth  j  be* 
l(  caufe  thou  didft  it.11  Q  let  it  be  for  ever  remembered, 
M  That  he  whole  name  alone  is  Jehovah*,  it  the  jneft  High  0* 
*  ver  all  the  earth,'*  Pfalm  lxxxiii.  18. 

The  glorious  fovereignty  of  God,  is  illuftrioufly  displayed  in 
two  things,  his  decrees  and  his  providences  :  With  refpe£t  to  , 

1  the  firft,  he  faith,  Rom.  i*.  15.  "  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom 
"  I  will  have  mercy.''  Here  is  no  ground  of  deputing  with*, 
him  i  for  fo  it  is  faid,v  ver*  20.  "  Who  art  thou,  O  m*n*  that 

[  "  replieft  againft  God  ?  Shall  the  thing  formed  fay  to  him  that 

'  "  formed  it,  why  baft  thou  made  me  thus  ?"  Hath  not  the 

i  potter  ppwer  over  the  clay  ? 

And  as  to  his  providences*  whefein  his  fovcrekpty  is  alfo 

;  manifefted  ;  it  is  faid,  Zecb.  ii.  14.  "  Be  fiient,  O  all  flefo, 

[  "  before  the  Lord*  for  he  is  raided  up  out  of  his  habitation." 
It  is  fpoken  of  his  providential  working  in  the  changes  of  king- 

.  doms,  and  defolations  that  attend  them. 

\  No  w>  feeing  the  cafe  ftands  thus,  that  the'Xord  hath  done 
it ;  itJs  his  pleafore  to  have  it  (b,  and  that  if  it  had  not  been 
his  will,  it  could  never  have  been  as  it  is ;  he  that  gave  thee 

•  (rather  lent  thee)  thy  relation,  hath  alfo  taken  him :  O  hoar 
quiet  fhould  this  consideration  leave  thee  i  If  your  landlord, 

:  who  has  many  years  fuffered  you  to  dwell  in  his  houfe,  does 
;  at  Iaft  warn  you  out  of  it*  though  he  tells  you  not  why ;  you 
will  not  contend  with  him,  or  wy  he  has  done  you  wrong : 
;  Much  lefe  if  be  tells  you  it  will  be  more  for  his  profit,  and  ac- 
commodation, to  take  it  into  his  own  hand,  than  let  it  to  you  . 
;  anylonger. 

Doubtleft,  rea{bn  will  tell  yo^y  you  ought  quietly  to  pack 

up,  and  quit  it.    It  is  your  great  landlord,  frcftn  whom  you 

hold  (atpleafure)  your  own,  and  your  relations  lives,  that  hath 

I  now  warned  you  out  from  one  of  them,  it    being  mose  for 

.bis  glory,  it. may  be,  to  take  it:  in  his  own  hand*,  by  death  * 

: ;  and  muft  you  difpute  th^  cafe  with  him  t 

Come,  Chriftian,  this  no  way  becomes  thee,  but  rather, 
u  The  Lord  gave,  and  th*Lord  hath  taken  away,  bleflcdlje 
"  the  name  oi  the  Lord."    Look  off  from  a  dea4  creature,  life 

;  vpL.viL  ti 
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up  thine  eyes  to  the  fbtereign,  wife,  and  holy  pleafitfc  ftaf  <& 
dered  this  affli&ron  :  Confider'Vho  he  is,  and  what  thou  art* 
yea,  purine  this  consideration  |ill  thou  canft  fey,  I  am  now 
filled  with  the  wUl  of  G^d. 

r  Confideration  2.  Ponder  well  the  qualify  of  the  confirtyw 
dre  deprived  of f  and  remember  %.  that  when  you  had  it%  it  jttol 
but  in  the  rank  and  order  ofco/ntm&i  and  inferior  comforts. 

Children*  and  aH  other  relations,  are  but  common  bkffingi, 
which  God  indifferently  beftows  upon  bis  foiemls,  and. ene- 
mies :  and  by  the  having  or  lofing  ©fthem»  np  man  knoife 
either  love  or  hatred.  It  id  faid  of  the  wicked,  Pfal.  lxxvil 
i4.  that  diet  are  full  of  children ;  yea*,  and  of  children  iMt 
do  funrjve  them  too  ^  for,  they  leave  their  fubfiame  to  M 
babes.  Full  of  fin,  yet  full  of  children,  and  thefe  children  lWe$ 
inherit  their  parents  fins  and  eftatcs  together. 

It  is  the  miftaking  of  the  quality,  and  rtaturc  of  pur  enjoy- 
ttients,  that  fo  phffigcs  tis  into  trouble  when  ire  tofe  them.  w 
think  there  Is  fo  iieceflary  a  cottne&ion  betwixt  thefe  create*^ 

1  and  our  happinef^  that  we  ire  utterly  uadoite  when  they  fail 

<  *■•  ; ;  '  I 

But  this  is  Out  mrftake  |  there  is  no  fuch  nec&flary  conca; 
tion,  Or  depettdaticfe ;  we  may  be.  happy  without  thefe  thing!; 
It  is  not  father,  mother,  wife,  or  child,  in  which  our  chief 
god<ji  and  felicity  .lies  *  we  ^ave  higher,  better,,  and  more  op 
during  things  than  thefe ;  all thefe  may  perifli,  and  yet  our 

'  foul  be  fecurc  e&d  fafe  ;  yea,  aiid  .our  comfort  in  the  way,* 
well  as  end,  may  be  fafe  enough,  though  thefe  *rc  gone; 

'  God  hath  better  things  to  comfort  his  people  wkh,  thap  tfeeft, 

4  and  worfe  rods-  to  affiift  ypu  wi^  than  the  remoyal  of  theft. 
Jiad  God  let  your  children  live,  and  fioarifh ;  and  given  ft1 
cafe  and  reft  in  pur  tabernacle,  l?ut  in  the  mean  time;  kAidd 
fpiritual  judgfhents  upon  yottrfoale  j.  how  much  more  fad  hd 

4  your  cafe  been  ?  .    "«•  ..  J  " 

But  as  long  a&  our  beft  merci^  ar,e  all  fafe,  the  things  that 

hare  falvatioa  In  therA  remain,  a»4  only  the  things  that  haft 

irani ty  in  them. are  rerftoved  •,  yqn  are  t&x, prcjadjeo4,  tutrmA 

;  hindered  aj»  to  the  attainment  of  pur  iaft  ^nd,  by  the  I06  «f 

j  thefe  things*    , .   ...  *    y    -  ::  Um    ,.        -./,— 

4Ua$ !  it. was  no$Chrift'$4nt€!nt  #  garchafe  for  JQU* "$fr 
fual  content  in  the  enjoyment  of  thefe  carthjy  qonxtottz  \  itf 
to  redeem  foil  from  all  iniquity*  J>u*gP  y«»F«cx>rrttptipfls,fenc* 

\  tify  your  natures,  wean  your  hearts  frqrm  thijs  va,i&  .worlds  id 
(p  to  difpofe  and  order  youf  prefect  oqftditioQ,  that,  faity 
no  reft  and  ccatent  here,  yoa  ipight;  the  more  ardently  part* 
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*j<tfig!r afttf  ffie  reft  which  remains  for  the  people of  God* 
Ami-are  you  not  in  as  probable  a  way  to  ariaro  this  end  now, 
as  you  were  before  ?  Do  you  think  you  axe  not  as  likely,  by 
thefe  methods  of  prt>vid0icef  to  be  weaned  from  the  w»rkU 
as  by  more  |deafant  and  |$ro(pcrpu6  ernes?  Every  wife  inaa 
reckons  that  Clarion  and  condition  to  be  beft  lor  bim, 
vhich  »oft  promotes,  and'  &cured  bis  iaft  end*  an4  great 

Well  then,  reckon  you  are  as  well  without  thefe  things  as 


|  with  them  \  yeat  and  better  too,  3f  they  were  but  clog*  and 
|  Stares  upon  your  afie&igfts ;  yon  bare  really  loft  notbxng,  if 
the  things  wherein  your  eternal  happineftconfiftethbeyetiafc« 
Many  of  God's  deafreft  children  have  been  denied; 4b&  com- 
forts as  thefe,  and  *&anf  have  been  diepri  mkrf  tfcero,  aad  yetf*' 
never  the  fartker  from  Ghrift,  and  heaven,  for  that.  .  - 

Confederation  3.  4fomyt  remember^  that  Imufotn  and  vn+ 
txpeHed  fitvtr  yjntr  farting  with  your  Yeiatlons  vm*  yetypur 
kafe  vsas  expired  before  you  hfi  tbm+mdyw  tiyeyed  them  #* 
very  moment  rf  *k  timttbat  G*d *  intended  tthn  joryw* 

Before  this  relation,  wfcofe  hob  you  lament,  was  born,  the 
rime  of  your  CHfdydfWttt*  said  reparation,  wis  unalterably  fixed 
md  limited  in  heavett,  fy  **  Goti  <rf  the  fokte  of  all  ftefh; 
An<T  although  "ir  was  <a  feehefcto  yon,  lAttft  yonr  friend  *raf 
with  yon*  ye*  t&miAti  a  plain  and  evident  thing,  tfcatt^is 
was  the  time  of  fepatt^ion  before  appointed*  and  A  at  the  Hie 
•of  your  friend  could  by  no  means  be  protrafted*  orabbreriar 
ted,  batmuft  keep  35cm >conapa»y  juft  &  &ff\wi  Jlten  part 
with  you. 

This  pofction  wants  no  full  and  dear  feripfcnre*«h0r%y  for 
1&  foundation;  How  pregnant  MuMoU  fetfcat'teja,  Jobiftiv. 
5,6.  «*  Seeing  his  days  are  determined,  the  number  of  his 
9*  ittonths  are  wieh*heet  thouhaft  appointed  him  hi*  bo3Utd% 
t*  which  be  cannot  pafiu* 

"  Tte  time  of  our  Jift,  as  wefl  ^  the  pface  of  oar  habitation* 
*ras  prefixed,  trefore  weweeekorcu 

-  It  will  greatly  conduce  to  ytfuf  fetriement,  and  pea<5e,  to  he 
iwdU  cftaUiflkedin  this  trifttb*  .fltae  the  af^ointod  time  was 
fuiry  come,  when  you  and  your  dear  relation  parted  for  it  wtH 
frerem  and  five  a  great  deal  of  trouble  which  tomes  &om  our 
Jfter-refle&ions. 

•  O  ii  tfai*  had  heen  done,  <>r  that  <omitted ;  had  k  net  been 
for  fech  jmfearriages,  and  oveffigbts*  my  dear  huftmnd,  wife, 
it  child,  had  been  aihrc,  at  this  day  1  Mo,  oo,  the  Ixurd's  lime 
;•  /  .  •    .     •    .  'iia'  *  •       •    iv    • 
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was  fully  come,  and  all  things  concurred,  and  felt  in  together 
to  bring  about  the  pleafure  of  his.  will ;  let  that  fatisfy  you : 
Had  the  ableft  phyficians  in  the  world  been  there,  car' had  they 

'  that  were  there  prefcribed  another  courfe,  as  it  is  now,  fo  it 
would  have  been  when  they  had  done  all.     Only  it  muft  be 

{>recautioned,  that  the  decree  of  God  no  way  excufes  any  vo- 
untary,  or  fittful  negle&s,  or  mifcarriages.  God  over-rules 
thefe  things  to  fenre  his  own  ends,  but  no  way  approves  them ; 
;  "but  it  greatly  relieves,  againft  all  our  involuntary,  and  una- 
voidable oversights  and  miftakes  abotit  the  ufe  of  means,  or 
the  timing  of  them  i  for  it  could  not  be  otherwife  than  now 
it  is. 

Objeffian,    But  many  things  are  afledged  againft  this  pofiti- 

-  on,  and  that  with  mucn  feeming  countenance  fronfi  fbeh  faip- 
cures  as  thefe ;  Pfal.  liv.  25.  '<  Blood-thirfty  men  (hall  nor  live 
«  out  half  theirdays.*  Ecclef.  yii.  r8.  ««  Why  fhouldft  thou 
.«  die  before  thy  time.**  Pfal.  cii;  14.  u  O,  my  Godi  take  mo 

-  ,<s  noteway  in  the  midft  of  thy  dayt/*  16.  tkviu  «.  «  I  am 
«*  deprived  of  the  refidue  of  my  years.*    And,  Prov.  x~  27. 

'  «  The  fear  of  the  Lord  prolonged*  day*,  Ifttt  the  years  of  the 
*<  wicked  fhad  be  ihortencd/*  It  is  demanded,  what  tolera- 
ble fenfe  we  can  give  thefe  fcriptnres,  •  wftii$  we  afiert  an  unal- 
terable fixation  of  the  term  of  death. 

Solution*  The  fenfe  trf  41  thefe  fcripture*  will  be  clea«4 

'  tip  to  full  fatfsfa^tidn,  by  diftinguiftenjj  ctetfh,  &fld  tfce  terras 
pf  it.    "  •  •  t  ,   .  .  .  •     . 

.'.    Firfo  Wemvftdiftingviftd^»thxttt* 

Natural,  apd  '■-  •    * 

Violent.  ■  '• ■  -  «  ' * .;"  ?-f"-  '->  ; 

The  wicked,  and  Mood-tftlrfty  fttoft,  (hall  not  B*e  out  half 
liis  days ;  (t.  /.)•  half  fo  long  as  he^might  live,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  nature,  or  the  vigour*  vafld-foui|dtiefe  Of  his  natural 
conftitution ;  for  his  wickednds^efthfetf  df6wnftv  nature  in  aa 
excefs  of  riot  arid  Itixury,  or  etpp(es4iim  *o  *ht  fcand  of  ju- 
ilice,  which  cuts  him  off  for  his  wickedtiefrbefore  lie  hath  a* 
cbmpliihed  h*lf  hisdats;' ""  f   -  " .  ;•  t    . 

.  Again,  we  mu^  ditfinguifh  of  ih&  term,!  or  limit  for  deati, 

whicn  is  either  -   >       *    -r      .  ;     ><<  : 

General,  or       '    * '  '  •*   "     :'  ?  5    --  '  •'*» '• 
Special,         <•'   "  ■'  ■  '• *•'  '-•>.'*..-.•  :i..  ■.   •*• 
The*  general  limits  are  now  ieventy,  $r  eighty  years,  Pfal, 
ice.  1 9.  u  The  days  ©four  years  m&  thiedeote  fears  and  ten, 
,    «*  and  if  by  reafonof  ftrength  they  w  fourfcore  y€ar^  y&* 
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life  of  man  is  generally  reduced,  Gnce  the  flood  ;  and  though- 
tfeerfe  are  fome  few  exceptions,  yet  the  general  rule  Is  not 
thereby  deftroyed. 

The  fpecial  limit  is  that  proportion  of  time,  which  God*  by 
his  own  sfcunfel  and  will,  hath  allotted  to  every  individual  per-, 
fon  \  and  it  if  <*niy  kflown  to.  us  by  the  event :  This  we  affirm 
to  be  afixed,  and  immoveable,  term  \  with  it  all  things  fliall  fall 
in,  and  obferve  the  will  of  Godin  our  diflblution  at  that  time*: 
B»t  becaufe  Ac  general  limit  is  known/ and  this  fpecial  limit 
is  afecret  Jud  in  Gqd'4  pwn  breail;  therefore  man  reckon*  by 
the  former  aqcoMnt,  and  may-be.faidj  when  he  dies  at  thirty,. 
or  forty  years  old,  t»  be  cut  off  in  the  midft  of  his  days :  For 
it  is  to,  reckoning  by  the  general  account,  though  he  be  not' 
cut  off  till,  the  *nd  of  his  days,  reckoning  by  the  ipeciaUli* 
*nrits>  '■      -.  .m  •;■•  *;. 

-  Thus  he  that  is  wicked,  dies  before  his  time  j  (j*  *.) 'the 
.  time  he  might  attain  tp  in  an  ordinary  way  >  but  not  before  the 

time  God  hath  appointed  *  And  fo  in  all  other  objected  fcrip* 
tares.    ?    >  -      ;„    • 

-  It  is  not  prpper  at  all,  in  a  fubjeft  of  this  nature,  to  digrefs 
iota  a  controverfy :  Alas !  the  poor  mourner,  overwhelmed 
with  grief,  hath  no  pleafure  in  that  j  it  is  not  proper  for  him  at 
this  time,  and  therefore^  {hall,  for  theprefent,  wave  the  con- 
troverfy,  3mdrw4fl^uptbi8confideration  with  an  humble,  and 
ferious.fliotipn  to  the  affli&ed,  that  they  will  wifely  confide/  the 
matter.  The  Lord's  time  was  come,  your  relations  lived  with 
you  every  moment  dp$Qgd  intended  them  for  .you  before  you 
had  diem.  "'•'•:■ 

O  parents  1  mind  this,  I  befeech  you ;  the  time  of  your  child's 

continuaneein  the  womb,  was  fixed  to  a  minute  by  the  Lord  5 

and  when  the  parturient  fiilnefs  of  that  time  was  come,  wore 

.  you  net  willing  it  (hould  be  delivered  thence  into  the  world  ? 

The  tender  mother  woul4  not  have  it  abide  one  minute  longer 

}n  the  woinb,  how  welt  foeyer  fhe  loved,  it;  and  is  there  not 

the  fame  feafon  w^Q#^ld  be  willing,  when  God's  appointed 

time  is  cOme  to  have  it  delivered  by  aeath  out  of  this,  flat e, 

.  which)  In  refpf&  of  the  life  of  heaven,  if  hut  as  the  life  of  a 

.  child  in  the  womb,  to  its  life  in  the  open  world. 

-  And  let  none  fay  the  death  of  children  is  a  premature  death, 
God  hath  ways  to  ripen  them  for  heaven,  whom  he  intends  to 
gaAecthni^rb^imssythewhiehwev know  not:  in  refpe&of 
iknefsi  they  die  in  a  full  age,  though  th^y  be  culJ  off  in  the  bud 
pf  their  time*  ..         ......-'  .  :> 

|felh*tJ^pGinte<tta^  fe? 


2  £4  JtTekenfot 

Gm#  of  Otff  comfort  in  our  relations  :  And  as  tli 
not  be  altered,  no  more  cm  thefc.  AU  the  courfe  erf  p 
in  unaltci  Is  out  i 

jipcclienfioiv,  yet  falls  out  u 
sppotiuu 

0  therefore  be  uuicted  in  it,  chic  mufl  need*  br 
Confider.  4.  Hut h  CaJ  fmHUn  y&ur  A: 

tht  ^HmMm/Ci  1  ^  thujfroke  ? 

pattinc*  a  r  few  /■,.■: 

M/  mt^Af  Aftv  r/rotst  the  Hf'e%  tb&n  it  is 

death  of  your  children  > 

Had  experience  made  1  holy  man  oaoe  to  &yf  It  is  bettc 1 
weep  few  ten  dead  children,  than  for  one  living  child 
ing  child  may  prove  a  continual  dropping,  yea,  a  c 

g  to  the  parent's  heart.  What  a  fid  wot-; 
vidto  Ahifnai,  1  Sam-  xvi    11.  **  Behold,  (faith 
**  which  came  out  of  my  bowels,  feekach  my  life/' 
ber  Seneca,    in  his  coufolatory  eptflle  to  hii  friend  I) 
brings  in  his  friend  thus  iggrai 

•  O,  (Faith  Marullus)  had  ray  chil 

*  peat  modcily,  gravity,  and  prudence, 

*  have  formed  and  moulded  htm  ?  But,  faith  *  Sa 

*  is  nuxc  to  he  feared)  he  might  hnve  been  as  others 

*  are;  fur  look,  (faith  he)  what  children  come  even  out  of  the 

*  worchieft  families  ;  fuch    who  cvercife  both  their  own, 

1  others  Juris  ;  in  all  whole  life  there  is  not  a  day  without  the 

*  mark  of  fomc  notorious  wickednefs  upon  it/ 

1  know  your  tender  love  to  your  children  will  fcanee  arlmtt 
fuch  jealouf.es  of  chem  t  they  arc,  for  the  prefent,  fwett,  fcare- 
Jv,  innocent  companions,  and  you  douU  not  but  by  your 
care  of  their  education,  and  [/rayer  Cor  them,  dity  might  have 
been  the  joy  of  your  hearts- 
Why  doubdefs  Efau,  when  he  was  little,  and  in  his  tender 

age,  pro  mi  fed  as  much  comfort  to  his  parents  as  Jacob  did; 
and  I  qucftion  not  but  Ifaac  and  Hebecca  (a  g lotions  pair)  fpent 
as  many  prayers,    and  bellowed  as  many  holy  coimfcU  upon 
him,  as  they  did  upon  his  brother:  But  when  the  child  grew  up 
to  riper  years*  then  he  became  a  fharp  affliction  to 
for  it  is  Lid,  Gen*  sxvn  34,  **  That  when  Efau  w, 
•«  old,  lie  took  to  wife  Judith  the  daughter  of  Bern 
m  which  was  a  grief  of  mind  to  l&ae  and  Rebecca."    The 
word  ia  &?.  original  comes  from  a  root  that  fignifics 


\fa#jt**i  Thfc  4114  fafabittered  the  (mods  of hfeparefctft  by  his 
rebellion  againft  them,  and  defpiiing  rhtfB;  eounfels. 

And  I  cannot  doubt  but  Abrjj^m  diicipjined  ftis  fei&ijy to 
ftrktly  -a«  any  of  you  1  mror  jtian  received  a  higher  cnc£n*rom 
from  God,  upon  that  account.  Gen.  xviii.  19.  «*  I  kfcow  bim, 
€C-thjjt  he  will  command  his  children,  and  ijis»houfl*oidj  *fajr 
W.  hlnY,  aftd&ev  fli^U  %|e^p  the  way  of  the  Lord."    Nor  can  I 
it   **hink  but  he  be^owed  as  many,  and  sis  frequent  jprayejqftfdr  fcfo  * 
>>    children*  and  particularly  for  his  fen  Ifhmacl,  as  any  of  ymt 
.We  find,,  one*  and  that  a  very  patheti$d  one,  recorded*  Get. 
>viu  *  8*  *<  O  that  Iftmael  might  live  befoi  e  thee  i"  And  yet,, 
r       you  kno,w  how ,  he.  pn?ved\  y^  Ipt*  fhitt  yielded  him  fcotuOte 
eonifort  AattEfaudid  to  Jaeohan4R^cc«;     :    1  .  •      • 
_  O  bow  much  mpre  common  i&it  for  parentf  to  fee£he  .  viote 
aftd  evik  of  their  children*  than  their  virtues  *nd  fr&ees  ?  And 
where  one  patent  Uvea**  wjoteei*  feejholditfgfhe  grace  ol  Gad 
1       {hiningferthiiithejifeof  hi* child,  thete  are  twenty,  it-may  fee  *.. 
an.  hundred^  that  lire  to  behold,  to  'their  vexation  and  grief,     ; 
S      tne  workings  of  corruption  in  them.      ,  * ;        •  •  * 

*        It  U  a  note  of  f  Piutatch,  in  his  morals,  Nkefles  (firitit  liefc 
lived  not  tgt  fee  the  ,nobk  viftorv  obfaintd  by  Themiitoettf, 
.  tus  fcn  $  nor  Mikiadea,  to  fee  the,  battle  his  fen-  Cifnon  wen  m 
t)ie  fisUH  nor.  2#ntippus,  to  hear  his  fen  £erichts  preack,  ahd 
make  orations.*    Ariftoo,  never  heaid  hi&fon  PlatoVle£hii*# 
and  difptttationsf  but  teen.  ,(£*ftb  hie)  ccjiufeottJy  live  to  fee  , 
their  tfuldren  ftdl  a  gaming,  re v^lhag,  drinking,  and  whoring  : 
Multitude©  live  to  fee  fttcb^hfcf*  to  their  forr ow.  /  Andif 
t£ou  J&e.  ^  gracious  foul,  O  w;hat  a  cut  would  this  :l»tothy  vitr 
.,  heart  1  to  fee  thofe  (as  David  fpake  $f  hid  ,  Abfekan)  that  eame 
qut  of  thy  howekjto  he  fmttmg^^if^lGtAi^m  God*  who**' 
them;  lgvefl*  aiui  whofe.  fcanoaj  isde&rer  to  thee  tfcarthy  -very  - 
.life!     ■-•■•.■•  "     ....  ,.    .  ,  •     ..-..<" 

But,  admit  they  fhouldr  prove  eivi!,  and  hopeftt^^hikhrm, 
^<£  ttightsft  thou  not4W^  Jta/ee  rtore  mifery  eome  upon  them 
than  thou  cauldefb  endure  to  fee  ?  O  thaic  what  a  fed  frnd 
doleful  fight  waithtf*© ^Zedekiah,  Jet.  I.  jo„  "The  kinyof 
«f  Babylon  brought  jhtasKldten,  and  flew  themfeeiore  his  eyes,0  __ 
HprrWfpe^^le!;anddiatvlwbt^  #k 

Confidejp..  £•  H<fokn<wpfiH)tott  by  this  <ft*di*'wini:f>yw\ 

.  Is  is  Ood'S;  uftial  ,w.ay,  when  ibn)e  ewaetdlnary  «alamm<9 
arc  eonaipg.upoti  the  woiid^to  hide  fume^df  his  weak  and  ten-  - 

*  Errant  amrritutfo.fhfmi~    *  *f  PkttJ^ch^  M^rsJs,  pv  22*./        J 


round,  than  abgu 


iyv 

id  of  troubles,  now 


Jutt  as a  careful  and  tender  faf*>  on  -I* 

;  .iii  in"  is  broken 
:ctcb  b«r 
>tef.  Uc^th  u  out  ! 
vhkh  he  ;cndcr  children,  and 

•ly  when  nan  towing  m  arbo- 

oar  friends  -  ,  ttan  ci 

(the  naileries  and  di  <TicflD~ 

igof  Jcr.xxii*  io.  «  Weep  not  for  the  dcx 
M  him  |  but  weep  for  him  irmy,  for  be  ih . 

«  no  more,  nor  fee  hb  oat 
there  noi 
Do  not  the  cloii 
round  about  u*  feero  to  be  pn 

►a.     The  days  may  be  nigh  in  i 
41  RUfled  lis  the  womb  that  never  bare,  and  the  paps  ;i 
«  gave  fuck.1' 

k  was  in  the  day  wherein  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  fa 
were  ex^reifcd,  that  John  heard  a   voice  from  heave  1 
to  him,  "   Write,  bleffed  are  the  dead  which  dicia  ti 
«  from  henceforth." 

rfhy  friend  by  an  a&  of  favour  is  dilbanded  by  dca 
thou  thyfelf  act  left  to  endure  a  great  hght  of  ai 
noflr  if  troubles  come*  thy  cares ., 
Jefii  and  thy  own  death  (a  much  the  eafier  to 

mch  hi  already.     In  this  cafe  the 

a  merciful  difpenfatbn,  ia  providing  both  for  their  I 
»y  own  eatier  paflage  to  them. 

In  removing  thy  friends  before  -hand*  he  feems  to  f 
at  he  (ltd  iu  Peter,  j  Jchn  xiii.  7.  **  What  I  do  tfi 
4t  eft  not  now,  but  thou  fhali  hereafter.' 

providence  bath  a  profpeel  far  beyond  thine  ;  pn 
a  harder  ta(k  for  thee  to  leave  them  behind,  diaj 

A  tree  that  is  deeply  rooted  in  the 

brakes  to  fe;!  it  \  but  \shesi  its  roots  are  loof 
then  ancafj  ftrckc  lays  it  down  unon  the  ennh. 


■A  fbksU  for  MmrntM*     '       _         % ff 

0>ttfi<fcn  <.  A  parting  t'mtwivjl  needs  eme*  **d  ivfy  is 

^to*t$bis  a*  gndai  apetfar  i  ]foii  knew  befof*-hand  your  child 

.  or  friend  was  jportal,  and  thft  t^ie  thread  that  linked  you  together 

muft  he  cut.   If  any  one,  faith  Bafil,  tad  afked  you,  when  jour 

child  was  foot,  What  is  that  which  is  bom?  What  would 

you  hate  anfweredf*  Would  you  not  have  iaid,  It  is  a>man? 

Jkad  if  a  mail)  then  a  portal,  vaniibing  thing.    Arid  jrhy 

tben  ace  you  furprizcd  wish  wotoder  tb  fee  }  dying  th»gj 

He,  faith  *  Seneca,  who  xx*np hrns  that  one  is  dead,  com- 
ylaine  that  he  m*4  mam  All  vtco  arc  under  the  iatoe  cdn- 
ditiofi,  to  wbofe  flmre  itfalk  to  he  horn,  to  him  it  remains  «> 

We  see  indeed  diftingutfhed  by  the  intervals,  but  equalized 
intheuTue:  ^Itkappmntedtoidlmeiiooeetadk,-'  Met.  i*. 
.^7.  There  is  a  ftatute  law  of  heaven  in  the  .cafe. 

PoffiWy  you  think  this  i8  the  woift  time  for  parting  that 
could  he  5  bad  yo*  enpyed  ft  longer,  yon  could  have  parted 
eafier  j  but 4iow  are  yo*  deceived  in  that*4  The  longer  you  had 

-enjoyed  it,  die  moee  loth  ifcJl  you  would  have  been  to  leave 
it ;  the  deeper  it  would  have  rooted  rtfetf  m  your  affec- 
tion. 

Had  God  given  you  foch  a  privilege  as  was  orice  granted  to 
the  English  parliament ;  tfaattfce  union  betwixt  you  and  yo^r 
friend  fliould  not  be  dtffolved  till  you  youffdf  were  wilting  it 
ftottld  be  diflblvcd ;  when,  think  yon,  would  yon  have  been 
willing  it  ftoold  be  diflblved  £  * 

It  is  well  for  us  and  ours,  d*at  our  times  are  in  God's  hand, 
and  not  in  our  own.    And  how  immature  ibever  it  feetnod 

"to  be  when  it  waVcnt  down  ;  yet  it  "came  to  the  grave  in  a 

.*  full  age,  as  a  (hoek  rfiftrn  in  its  feafbn,"  Job  v.  26*  (hey 
chat  are  in  Chrift,  and  «p  the  covenant,  never  die  unieafonably, 

'  whenfocrcr  they  die  (faith  font  up<?n  the  the  text),  'They 
<  4*«  in  a  good  old  age  *  yea,  though  they  die  in  the  fpring  and 
4  dower  of  youth  \  they  die  in  a  jgood  old  age  ;  i.  e.  they  are 

*  ripe  for  death  whenever  they  die.  Whendver  the  godly  die, 
V  it  is  harveft-time  with  trial  5  though  in  a  natural  capacity  he 
c  be  riit  down  while  he  is  green,  and  eropt  in  the  buchor  biof- 

*  fom  $  yet  in  his  fpiritoal  capacity,  he  never  dies  before  he  is 

/ .  #  Bear  the  law  of  neceutty  with  t»  even  mind.    How  many 
b*fides  yon  rouft  fprrow  ?  Sense**  Epifih  9y . 
t  Caryl.' on  the  place. 
Vol.YJL  Kk 


►  25S  A  Tokatfor  Mourners. 

*  ripe ;  God  can  ripen  his  fpeedily,  he  ean  Jet  out  fuch  warm 

*  rays  and  beams  of  his  Spirit  upon  them,  as  {hall  foon  maln- 

*  rate  the  feeds  of  grace,  into  a  preparednefs  for  glory.*  . 
It  was  doubtlefs  the  moil  fit  and  feafonable  time  for  them 

that  ever  they  could  die  in,  and  as  it  is  a  fit,  time  for  them, 
fo  fo*  you  alio.  Had  it  lived  longer,  it  might.eitber  have  en- 
gaged you  more,  and  fo  your  parting  would  have  been  harder,; 
or  clfe  have  puzzled-,  and  (tumbled  you  more,  by  discovering 
its  natural  corruption :  and  then  what  a  flinging  aggravation^ 
youtforrowwoukhh'at have  been?    - 

•  Surely  the  Lord  of  time  is  the  bed  judge  of  time ;  and  m 
♦  nothing  do  we  more,  difcover  our  folly  and  raihnefs,  than  in 

prefuming  to  fix  the  times  either  of  our  comforts  or  -troubles^ 
'  as  for  our  comforts,  we  never  think  they  can  come  too  foon ; 
we  wouM  have  them  prefently,  whether  the  feafon  be  fit  or 

not,  as  Numb.  xii.  13.  "  Heal  her  now,  Lord."  O  let  it  be 
:  done  fpeedily;  we  are  in  poft-haftefor  oiir  comforts,  and  for 
.  our  afflictions,,  we  never  think  they  come  late  enough  j  not  at 

this  time,  Lardy  rather  at  any  other  time  than  now.  '   .-  •<. 
But  it  is  .good  to  leave  the  timing  hoth  of  the  one  and  the  0- 

tber.  to  <him,  .whofe  works  ace  all  beautiful  in  their  feafbns,  and 

never  doth  any  thing  in  an  improper  time. 
<•  *  Confider;  7.  Call  $0  mind  in  this  day  tftroubUy  the  covenant 

you  have  with  Gody*aitd  what  you  folemnly  promised  htm.  in  tb* 
,  day.  you  took  him  for  yxnur  God. 
A.    It  will.be  very  fealo^ahle  and  ufeful  for  thee,  Chriflian,at 

this  time  to  reflect  upon  thefe  traaia&ions,  and  the  frame  rf 
,  thy  heart  in  thofe  days,  when  an  heavier  load  of  ibrrow  preft  thy 

heart,  now  than  thou  feeldl. '  . 

^     In  thofe  your  fptritual  diftreffes,  when  the  burden  of  fin  lay 

*  heavy,  the  curfe  of  the  law,  the  fear  of  hell,  the  dreab^of  death 
,  and  eternity  befet  thee  on  every  Tide,  and  {hut  thee  up  toChrift, 

the.  only  door  of  hope  ;  ah  !  what  good  news  wpuldft  thou 

then  have  accounted  it,  to  efcape  that  danger-  wkh  the  tofcof 

all  eartlily  comforts  1 
,    -  Was  not  this  thy  cry  in  thofe  days  ?  *  Lord,  give  *ie  Chrift, 

c  and  deny  me  whatever  elfe  thou  pleafeiL  Pardon  my  fin,  jafe 
.  <  my  foul,  and,  in  order  to  both,  unite  me  with  Chrift*  and^I 
fc.wjll -never  repine  or  open  my  mouth.    Do  what  thou  wft 

<  with  me;  let  me  be  friendlefs,  let  me  be  childless,  let  me  be 

*  poor,  let  me  be  any  thing  rather  than  a.ehriftkfc,  gracdefc, 
"  *  -Jjopelcfs  foul." 

And  when  the  Lord  hearkened  to  thy, cry,  afld  (hewed  thee 
mercy ;  when  he  drew  theejpfffrom  the  world  iatp  ihyxkfc* 

J 


A  Tvken  'for  Mounter**.  1  & 

m3  thafetrcated-witb  thee  in  fecret,  when  he  wai  workiftg  up 
thy  heart  to  the  terms  of  his  covenant,  and  made  thee  willing 
to  accept  Chrift  upon  his  own  terms ;  O  then,  how  heartily 
didtt^hou  fubmit  te  his  yoke,  as  moft  reasonable  and  eafy,  a& 
at  that  time  it  feemed  to  thee  ? 

**  CaH'to  mind  tfcefe  dap,  the  fecret  places  where  Chrift  and 
you  made  the  bargain ;  have  not  thefe  words,  or  words  to  this  * 
fcnfe,' been  whifpered  by  thee  into  his  ear  with  a  dropping  eye, 
andmelting* heart?:  .  ,        . 

:    '.Lord  Jefiiv  hese  amJya.  poor  guilty  finner,  deeply  laden 

<  with -fin ;  fear  and  trouble  upon  one  hand,  and  there  is  a  juft 

*  God,  afevefe  few,  and  everlafting  burnings,  on  the  other 

*  band:  but  bleffed  be  God,  Oblefled  be  God  for  Jefus  the  Me* 
'  diator,  who  interpofeth  betwixt  me  and  it.'    Thou  art  this  on- 

*  lydoor  of  hope  at  which  lean  efcape,  thy.  blood  the  only  • 

*  means  of  my  pardon  and  feivation.    Thou  haft  faid,  "  Come  * 

*  unto  me  ail  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy,  laden.'.'    Thou  haft 

<  promifed,  that  he  that  cometh  to  thee,  ihaU  in  no  Wife  be 

*  caft  ont. 

«  *  Blefied  Jefus,  thy  poor  creature  cometh  to  thee  upon  thefe 
€  encouragements:  I  come,  O  but  it  is  with  maoy  daggerings* 
f '  with  many  doubts  and  fears'of  the  ifiue ;  yet  I  am  willing  to 

<  come  and  make  a  covenant  with  thee  this  day. 

*  *  I  take  thee  this  day  to  be  my  Lord,  and  fubmit  heartily  to 
t  all  thy  dilpofals  *,  do  what  thou  wilt  with  me,  or  mine,  let 

*  me  be  rich  or  poor*  any  thing  or  nothing  in  this  world  :  I  am 

*  willing  to  be  as  thou  wouldft  havfc  me,  and  I  do  Hkcwife  give 

*  jayfek  to  thee  this  day, /to,  be  thine;  alLIam,  alllhave  fhatt 

*  be  thine,  thine  to  ferve  th^e,  and  thine  to  be  difpofed  of  at 

*  thy  pleafare;  „Thou  (halt- henceforth  bemy  higheft  Lord, 
4  my  chiefeft  good,  mylaftend.*.  : 

*  NowyChriftian*  make  good  to  Chrift  what  thou  fo  folerjinly 
promifed  him  :  He,  I  fay,  he  hath  difpofed  of  this  thy  dear  re- 

■  lation,  a$  pleafed  him,  and  is  thereby  trying  thy  uprightnefs  in 
the  covenant  which  thou  madeft  with  him;  £Jow  where  is.  the 
fatisfa&ion  and  content  thou  pronufedft  to  take  in  all  his  dif- 
pofals?  /Where  is  that  covenanted  fubmiffion  to  his  will  i 
iDidft  thou  except  this  affliction  that  is  come  upon  thee  ? 

<  -  Didft  thou  tell  >hi*n,  Lord,  I  will  be.  content;  thou  (lialt,  when 
thou  pleaieft,  take  anything  I  hate,  Cave  only,  this  hufband* 
this  wife,  or  this*  dear  ehUd;  Lreferve  this  put  of  the  bargain  2 
I  ihalr  never  endure  that,  thou  fhouldft  kill  this  comfort.  If  fo, 
thou  didft  in  all  this  but  prov^  thyfelf  an  hypocrite  v  if  .than 


t*t  A  Tdt*H  for  Mturferi* 

waft  finccr*  hi  thy  covenants  a*  Chun  had  nb  fuuifvi*  teUtt 

port,  fir  tMto  hadA  none  on  thine; 

It  was  aril  witfaotffc  *4y  eicepci<m  thorn  then  wrfigaedft  tobtm* 
tad  now  wik  thoojobadk  front  thy  word*  as  «**  fchfat bid  etefc* 
proraifed  himfelf,  and  repents  the  bargaiii  i  Oit,  mkmR+meat 
that  hath  forgotten  theft  fetem*  tfenfeatioaiB to  the  day*  oltfav 
diibcfr  ?  Wherein  hath  Chrift  failed  ill  ooetide  tint htfrnm* 
«tf  thee  ?  Charge  him*  if  tkbu^asft,  with  the  lcsfcft  amfafeh&h 
nefs;  he  hath  been  faithful  to  a  title  on  his  part,  O  he  thai 
to  Upon  thine  j  this  day  it  k  put  to  dm  pprf»  rcmaniber  what 
dtou  haft  promi&d  him. 

Confider.  a.  At*  $f  tf/  totommt  wM  Godwin  ***  jtfti 
tht^ytt  mtthixh  G*J'jt<M*d*t1uJtbtb£*7kigbt  keftefbmi* 
49  it. 

U  thf  ramify,  which  was  htety  hopeful,  and  flaui&hfaigi  t 
mceftU  tabernade,  mow  broken  Up  a***  tottered  ?  Thy  pof* 
terity,  from  Which  thou  raifodft  op  to  tfcyfttf  great  caepc&ati' 
Oft?  6f  tomfott  in.  old  age*  tut  off?  &•  tfw  thdu  art  mw 
Jike  neither  to  have  a  name,  or  memorial  left  thee  in  the  eartht 

ZMt  tho*  fit  atone,  and  mocm  to  think  whk&etto  thy  hopes 
«ttd  comfort*  are  now  c*me  f 

DUfcfhourefcdcFver  tfcofe  wdrris o£  Jobyctep.  trim-  vet.  r  *2* 
3, 4,  5.  and  comment  upob  tbem  with  many  tears  5  *  O  tint  I 
"  wcfeafli««Withiipttft^>lnthedaf  when  God  prnfervedmc! 
*  when  hi*  candle  mitied  upon  tw^  head*  dad  when  bj  hit 
**  l%ht  I  walked  through  darkn*fo  t  a*  I  was  in  the  days  of  my 
«*  youth,  wftentkd  fecret  of  ©od  was  upon  my  tabernacle*  when 
«  the  Almighty  wis  yet  with  tne*  wheh  my  children  were 
*•  about  flic." 

Yet  let  the  covenant  Cod  hath  made  with  thee,  comfort  diet 
in  this  thy  defolate  condition. 

Ytf*  ittow  wht*  dohiectifc  trottbie*  holy  David  met  with  in 
a  fed  fuctttfiioflj  not  only  from  the  death  of  children,  but* 
which  was  rmicH  worfey  from  the  tricked  lives  of  bb  cbihfaeo. 
'H40rc  vra*  toc*flk  lAcmfar,  and  rebellion  in  fab  family  j  a  far 
ibretf  trial  than  dearth  in  their  infancy  could  hire  been :  And 
y <*t  fee  how  fvwriy  he  relieves  bimfeif  from  the  covenant  of 
grace,  in  a  Sam;  xxtit*  5*  M  Although  my  bonfe  be  not  fo  with 
«  Gorf,y*t  he  bath  m^de  whh  me  an  everlafting  covenant, 
«  ordered  h*  ail  things*  and  fdrej  for  this  is  all  itiy  fcrtvatiodi 
««  *>td  $1  my  deflw,  adthottgb  he  mafce  k  nol  to  |^oiw.^ 

I  knoMr  this  plate  princ4p*lty  rrfers  to  CWi^  who  was  rt 
^Iftg  oui  of  Da^idfs  family,  according  to  God'*,  odvcfaiit 
w^dc  with  him  in  that  bchatf  f  aod  yet  I  doubt  not  but  Htotb 


mtfktty  tbengb  tat  principal  afpeft  upon  hie  6%rh  fit&iiyi  o* 
ter  aU  the  affliction*  and  troubles  whereof  the  covenant  of  God 
wkh  him  did  abuwbntly  feomfort  hini. 

And  ttiUdroforted  h»m»  although  biehoafe  did  Hot  irtcrffrfe, 
andthofetbt*  w«rc  left  were  not  fnch  as  be  <fcfired*  fa  it 
may  abundantly  etetfaft  yott  al&*  wbateVel  thMrfbtes*  or  deaths* 
are  upon  tetu  fwttiliea*  toho  hawe  air  intereft  ill  the  eovenabt* 
For*     .......  ...,' 

Ftrjl,  I?  }o*  are  God's  dovenaot  pebble*  the*  hfe  may  affli&» 
ytft  ie  will  ndver  fotget  youy  Ffairrv  iii*  5*  bo  it  eVer  miridfcl 
of  hit  covenant :  You  areati  mfcch  ujtari  hi*  heart  in  yoOt 
deleft  aKOioD^  aa  in  the  gtcnttii  flourifti  of  your  fvttpe* 
■  sky* 
,  You  find  it  hard  to?  forget  yetor  child*  though  it  be  dow  tot* 
ned  to  a  heap  of  corruption)  and  ioatkome  rottennefs :  O  he* 
doth  your  ntimi  rite  npta  k  night  and  day !  ydur  thoughts  lire 
pat  upon  that  6bje&  t  Why  fowly  it  it  inueh  mote  eaiy  fbt 
ion  to  forget  four  dear  child;  whilft  livihgi  and  inoft  endear* 
ldg,  (mtkh  more  *bei*  dead  and  undefirable)  titan  it  it  for 
jrftrt  God  to  forget  yon*  Ifoatixt  ij,  "Can  a  woman  forget 
"  her  filching  child*  that  fhc  fhould  not  baV6  cofepaffioft  <& 
Y  thefonof  herwomh?  Yea,  t  bey  may  for  got  *  yet  will  fiftl 
*  fofgetthee/' 

Qui  a  woman*  the  after*  eff&ieriat*  fcxt/wgr* W/iw Awp 
<*&*,  her  own  child*  and  ilot  a  nor&ng  child  I  fcfcr  oWrj  child* 
whilft  it  hangs  mi  the  brea^^Hjd,  together  with  the  milk  fret* 
the  Weaft^  driw9  love  fromittllHlther, 3  heart;  4an  fifth  a  thing 
at  this  be  in  natnre  ?  poffitbiy  it  natty*  for  creature-love  it  fickle* 
and  variable':  thit9 1  will  net  forget  the*  s  it  is  an  everlaiting 
eaveilsdt* 

Stomulljh  As  he  will  netdr  forget  yttot  in. your  trouble*  fe 
he  wiU  order  ali  your  tfotoblcs  {or  jrqnr  good ;  Itis  0  vt*U  or* 
&r*i-e*kemm%  or  a  jfcwsnam  orderly  difyoftd  %  ib  that  erery 
thmg  fhall  work  together  for  your  good. 

The  tfowmam  fodders  aU  your  trials  ranka  and  difpofet 
yeor  various  troubles  fo*  a*  dial:  they  ftiall,  in  their  orders -and 
places*  fwcetly  ccr-operaie4  add  jok*  their  united  izt&feeniect  to 
makeyon  happy; 

.'  Poffibly  you  cannot  fee  how  the  prefcnt  affikiton  fliould  be 
for  your  good;  yon  ard  ready  to  fay,  with  Jatob,  Gen,  il\u 
36,  "  Jofoph  is  not*  and  Simeon  it  not  ^nd  ye  will  take  Ben- 
M  jamin away  ?  all  tbefe  things  are  agai*tft me",  But  fpnld 
^nn^letMwfwestly^anddtdetly  allijto^aSi£Uons  worK 


*4*  A-Tifay^Mmirtei* 

trader  the  Meffing  and  influence  of  the  covenant,  ft  your  eta* 
aal  good,  you  would  not,  only  "be  qui$t,  but  thankful  for  that' 
which  now  fo  much  afflicts  and  troubles  yot*.  / 

t  Thirdly  %  This  covenant!*  not  only- well  ordered  in  aH  things, 
hat  fare;  the  merries  contained  in  it:  are  called,  **?.fte:fure 
1*  mercies  of  David,'*  Ha.  lr.  3.  Now  h^  fweet,  hrrwfeaioft- 
abte  a  fuppoit  doth  this  confideration  gt  v*  to  God*s-afiii£fced  ub-j 
der  the  rod !  you  lately  made  yourfelves  fare  of  that  creators 
comfort  which  Hath  forfaken  you.  It  may  be,  you  faid  of  your 
ctiih*,  which  is  now  gone,  as  Lantech  faid  of  his  fon  Noab; 
Gdn.  v.  29.  "This  fame  {hall  comfort  us  concerning  eur 
"  work,  and  toil  of  our  hands."  Meaning,  that  his *»i.&ooH 
not  only  comfort  them,  by  affifting  them  in  the  work  of  their 
haftds,  butalfo,  in  enjoying  the  frojt  of  their  toil*  and  pains 
for  him.  -^      - 

*  PrpbaWy  fueb  thoughts  you  have  had,  and  rai&d  up  to  ydnr- 
felves  great  expe&ations  of  comfort  in  your  old  age  from  it; 

"  but  now  you  fee  you  built  upon  the  find,  and  where  were  you 
How,  if  you  had  not  a  firmer  bottom  to  build  upon  f  But  bkf* 
fed  be  God,  the* covenant- mercies  kre*  more  lure,  andfolid! 
God,  Chtiftrand  heaven,  never  ftarf,  or  fade,  as  thefc  things  da. 
.  The  fwecteft  creature*enjoymenu  you  evei  had  or  kave  itf 
this  world,  cannot  fay  to  you,  as  your  God  dofh,  "  I  will  ne^ 
**•  ver  leave  thee*  nor  fbrfake  thee.*- *  You  rauft  part  with  your 
dear  hufbands,  how  well  foever  you  love  them  ;« you-  mud  bid  a* 
dieu  to  the  wife  of  your  bofom,  how  nearly  foever  your  affec- 
tions be  linked,  and  heart  delighted  in  her.  ~  Your  children 
and  yod  muft  be fqparaced,  though  they  are  toyou a*  your owa. 

foul.  ■      .    ■     ;         ■'......        ';,><..:.' 

Kit  though  thefe  vanilh away,  blcfied be  God  there  isfome* 
thing  that  abides.  M  Though  all  flefh  be  as  graft,  and  the 
"  goodlinels  of  it  as  the  flower  of  the  grais,  though-  the  graS 

*  withcreth,  and  the  flower  thereof  fadetfi,  becauft'  the  Spirit 
*€  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it;  yet  the  word  of  ourGod  ihall 
**  (land  for  ever,"  Ifa.  xl*  6,  7,  8.  There  is  fo  much  of  fop- 
port  contained  in  this  one  confideratioti,  that  could  but  your 
faith  fix  here,  to  realize  and  apply.it,  Lmight  ky  down  my  pen 
at  this  period,  and  fay,  the  work  is  done,  these  needs  no  more. 
J  Confideration  9*  The  bop*  of  tht  refitrf^BianJboxjtd  power- 
fully reft  rain  all  excejfes  of  forrcw  in  ihofe  that  dbfrofefs  it. 

*  Let  them  only  mourn  without  m&afure,  whonnourn  wirh- 
out  feope.  The  husbandman  doth  not  mourn  when  he  cafts 
his  feed-corn,  in  to  the  earthy  becaufe  he  fOws  in- hope*,  com* 
mits  it  tp  the  ground  with  an  expe&ation  to  receive  it -again 


rith  improvement.  Why  thus  ftaodu  the  cafe'Berci  andjuft 
t>  theapoftle  ftates  k,  i  Theff.  jv.  13,  ,14.  "But  I  would  net 
«.  hasre  y*ni  to  be  ignoeant,.  brethren,  concerning  them  which 

*  are  afleep,  that  ye  forrow  not  even  as  others  which  have  np;  \ 
I*  hope  5  for  if  we  believe  that  Jefus  died,  add  rofc  again,  even 
}**  fo  them  alfo  which  flcep  in  Jefus  will  Godi bring  with^iim.*' 

•  $£.  d.  Look  fcot  upon,  the  dead  as  a  loft  generation-}  thijlk 
not .  thai;  death  hath  annihilated,  and  utterly  destroyed  tbenv; 
OnOj  they  are  not  dead,  but  only  afleep ;  and  if  they  fleep> 
they  ihaii  awake  again.  You  do  not  ufe  to  make  outcries  and 
lamentations  for  your .  cbUdfon,  and ,  friends,  when '  you-  find 
tbem  afleep  upon' their  beds.  Why,  death  is  but  a  longer  fleeft 
tout  of  which  they  fiiaji  as  furely  awaked  as  ever  they  did  in  the 
►inoxmng  in  this,  world. 

I  have  often  wondered  at  that  golden  fentence  in  Seneca  % 
;««  My  thoughts^of  the  irfead  (faith  he)  are  not  as  others,are  $  I. 
.*«  have  fair arid  pka&nt  apprebenfions  of  them  ;  for  I  enjoys 
«"  ed  themas  one  that  reckoned  I  muft  part  with  them  j  and  I 
~ «*  part  with  them  as  one  that  makes  account  to  have  them  /  V 
1  He  fpeaks,  no  doubt,  ,of  that  enjoyment  of  them,  which7  hb 
.pleafant  contemplations,  of  their  virtuous  actions  could  give 

•  -him  >  for-  he  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  comfortable, 
-and  heart-fupportitf  g  do£trine  of  the  refurpecHon..  Had  ht 
.known  the  advantages  which  refult  thence,  at  what  a  rare  mfy 

we  think  he  would  have  fpoken  of  the  dead,,  and  of  their  ftates? 
•But  this  you  profefs  to  believe,  and  yet' fink  at  a  ftrange  rate. 
-O  fuffer  not  Gentilifm  to  outvie  Cbriftianity ;  let  not  Pagaiis 
challenge  thef  reateft  Belfevers,  to  out-do  them  in  a*niiet,  and 
«chearfaT  behaviour  under  afflictions.    ,  .         r 

I  befeech  thee,  reader,  if  thy  deceafed  friend  have  left  the* 
.  anyfolid  ground  of  hopethatihe  died  interefted  in  Chrift,  and 
.the  covenant;  <hat thou wik  diftm£tly  ponder thefe  jdmirabTe 
; fupports  which  the  doQrine -of  the  f efnrre£t}on  an%ds;  -        ' 
Firfi,  That  the  fame  body  which  was  fo  pleafant  a  fpe£bcle 
,to  thee,ihali  be  reftored  again  $  yea,  the  fame  numerically,  as 
*  well  as  tne  fame  fptcificaHy  j  fo  that  it  fhaJl  not  only  be  what 
itwasjbut  the  %>to  it  was.    "Thefe  eyes  ftiajl  behold  him, 
,u  and.net  another,"  Job  xix.  27.     Th©  very  fame  body  you 
laid,  or  ace  now  about-to  lay  in  the  grave,,  fliall  be  reftored  a- 
gain :  Thouiliait  find  thine  own  hufoand,.:wife,  or  child,  or 
Jsiend  again  \  X&y  the  felf-feme,  and  not  another.      # 

•  .      *  ... 

.  *  JJabtti  enrm ifki  tanguapt  amrfurus,  aviifi  tanquctoi ,bab$am< 
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Ssconjfyt  And  farther,  this  is  fupporting,  that  a*  yell  ftafl 
fee  tke  feme  perfen  thai  was  ibdear  to  ypu  ;  £e  you  fhjril  knew 
them  to  he  the  fame  that  were  once  endeared  to  yon  cm  earth 
in  lb  bear  a  tie  of  relation. 

Indeed  you  AtaH  kAow  them  no  more  in  any  carpa}  relation 
death  diffoiftd  that  bond :  But  you  (hall  know  them  to  befnch 
0*  one?  wiem  your  dear  relations  in  this  world,  and  be  ab£e  to 
Jingle  them  out  among  that  great  multitude,  and  iky,  this  was 
Spy  father,  rpothcr,  ^ufband,  wife,  or  ehlld  ;  this  was  the  pep- 
ftm  for  whom  I  wept,  and  made  fupplaoatipn*  who  was  a*  in- 
ftmmejit  of  good  to  me,  or  to  whoit  fahration  God  then  ma* 
me  inftrumontal. 

For  we  may  allow,  pi  that  ftate,  all  that  knowledge  which 
is  cumulative  and  ptrfe^ive^  whatfoerer  may  enlarge  and  heigh* 
fen  our  felicity  and  fctisfa^Uon,  as  this  muft  noeds  be  allowed 
tq  do.  Luther's  judgment,  in  this  point,  *  being  aflced  by  Ms 
friends  at  fqpper  the  evening  before  he  died,  -replies  thus, 
Jfkot  (faith  he)  befA  Adam  J  He  rtercriaw  Etc,  but  was  in  a 
deep  deep  when  God  formed  her  \  yet  when  he  awaked,  and 
law  her,  he  afced  not  what  (he  was,  nor  wher*ee  fhe  came  ? 
But  frith*  flit  was  fldh  of  hk  flelb,  and  bone  of  his  bonf. 
Now*  how  knew  be  that  ?  He  being  full  of  the  holy  Gho$,  and 
endued  with  the  knowledge  of  Cod,  fpake  thus :  after  the  feme 
manner  we  alio  fhall  be  in  the  other  life  renewed  by  Chrift, 
and  fhall  know  ou/  parents,  our  wives,  and  children. 

And  this,  among  other  things,  was  that  with,  ^hich  f  Auga- 
AlDjt  comforted  the  lady  kalica,, after  the&atb  of  her  dear  huf- 
band*  telling  her  that  (he  (hould  know  him  in  die  world  to 
Come,  among  the  glorified  faints.  Yea,  and  a  greater  than 
siithcr  of  thefe,  I  mean  Paul,  comforted  himfelf,  that  the  Thef- 
felpjifeitf ,  whom  he  had  converted  to  Chrift,  fhouht  be  "  his 
"  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing,  in  the  prefenceof  the  Lord  Jefos 
"  Chrift  at  his  coming,"  ,  I  Thcff.  ii.  19,  20.  which  muft 
needs  imply  his  diftinft  knowledge  of  them  in  that  day,  which 
myft  be  many  hundred  years  after  death  hath  feparated  thetn 
from  each  other.  Whether  this  knowledge  fhall  be  by  the 
glorified  eyes  difcerran^  any  lineaments,  or  property  of  indivi- 
duation, remaining  upon  the  glorified  bodies  of  our  relations  ; 
or  whether  it  fhall  he  by  immediate  revelation,  as  Adam  knew 
bis  wife;  or  as  Peter,  James,  and  John,  knew  Mofes  and  EJias 
in  the  mount  j  as  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  fa  it  i&  ncedk& 
to  puzzle  ourfelves  abdut  it*  •        • 

*  Mclchior  Adam,  ia  the  life  of  Luther.  \  AQfr'Ef «  6. 
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'  fe  teliiretnctirrem  judgment  of  found  divines** and  it  wants 
toot  countenance  from  fcripture  and  reafon,  that  fuch  a  know* 
ledge  of  them  thall  be  in  heaven ;  and  then  the  fadhefs  of  thi3 
parting  will  be  abundantly  reeompenfed  by  the  joy  of  that 
meeting.    Efpecially  confidermg, 

T/nrdty>  That  at  our  next  meeting,  they  matt  be  unfpeakably 
more  denrabte,  fweet,  and  excellent,  than  ever  they  were  iir 
ckb  world*  ,  They  had  a  defirabtenefa  in  them  here,  but  they 
\*exe  .not  altogether  lovely,  and,  in  every  reipe&,  defirable ; 
they  bad  their  infirmities,  both  natural  and  moral ;  but  alt 
tihefe  are  removed  in  heaven,  and  lor  ever  done  away :.  No 
natural  infirmities  hang  about  glorified  bodies,  or  Gnful  ones 
upon  perfected  fpirits  of  the  juft.  O  what  lovely  creatures 
vrill  they  appeal'  to  you  then,  when  that  which  is  now  fown  in* 
diihoapur,  ihailbe  raifed  in  honour  1  1  Cor.  xv.  43.  And 
then,  to  crown  all, 

Fourthly*  You  ihaU  have  an  cverlafting  enjoyment  of  them' 
in^  heaven,  never  to  part  again.  The  children  of  the  refuf- 
re&ion  can  die  no  more,  Luke  xx.  36,  you  (hull  kifs  their  pale 
lips,  and  cold  cheeks,  no  moie  ;  you  {hall  never  fear  another 
bartieg  pull,  but  be  together  with  die  Lord  for  ever,  1  Theft*. 
tr»  14*  AM  this  the  apoitie  thought  an  cffc£Ual  cordial  in 
ti\ia  cafe  when  he  exhorted  the  Thcifalomans  to  ♦«  comfort  one 
*•  auQther  with  thefe  words*" 

Coafid,  10.  The  prefent felicity  into  which  all  that  die  in  Chrijt 

,  anprefently  admitted^  Jh$idd  abundantly  confortChr'tftians  over 

the  death  of  fuck  as  either  carried  a' lively  hope  out  of  the  world 

\  with  them9  or  have  left  good  grounds  offiich  an- hope  behind  them. 

•  Such  there  are,  that  carried  a  lively  hopeto  heaven  with  them, 

who  could  evidence  to  themfelves  and  friends,  their  iutereft 

in  Chrift,  and  in  the  covenant :  Yea,  though  they  had  died  in 

filence,  yet  their  conventions  would  fpeak  for  them,  and  the 

tenor  of  their  Uvea  leave  no-  ground  of  doubting  touching  their 

(  deatlu  Others  dying  in  their,  infancy  and  youth*,  though  they 

(  carried  not  fuch  an  a&ual  hope  with  them,  yet  they  have  left 

.  good  grounds  of  hope  behind  them. 

Parents,  now -ponder  thefe  grounds;  you  have  prayed  for 
them,  you  ha^ve  many  times  wreftled  with  the  Lord  on  their 
behalf;  you  have  taken  hold  of  God's  covenant  for  them,  as 
;  well  as  for  yourfelves,  and  dedicated  them  to  the  Lord  ;  and 
tbey  have  not,  by  any  a&iions  of  tneirs,  deitroyed  thoife  ground* 
of  your  hope,  but  that  you  may  with*  much  probability^  con- 
clude, they  are  with-  Qod, 
Vol;  VII.  ,  LI 
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Why,  if  the  cafe  be  fo,  what  abundant  reafon  haife  yo»  trfbe 
quiet,  and  well  (atisfied  with  what  God  hath  done?  Can  they 
be  better  than  where  they  are  ?  Had  you  better  provifions  and 
entertainment  for  them  here,  than  their  heavenly  Father  hath 
above  ? 

There  is  no  Chriftiar*  parent  in  the  world,  but  would  rejoice 
to  fee  his  child  out-drip  and  get  before  him  in  grace,  that  he 
may  be  more  eminent  in  parts  and  fervice*  than  ever  he  was  : 
And  what  reafon  can  be  given,  why  we  fhould  not  as  much  re* 
joke  to  fee  our  children  get  before  us  in  glory,  as  in  grace  I 
They  a*e  gotten  to  travel*  a  few  years-  before  you*  and  is  that 
matter  of  mourning  ?  Would  not  yonr  child  (if  he  were  not 
ignorant  of  you)  fay,  as  Chrift  did  to  his  friends,  a  little  before 
his  death,  when  he  faw  them  caft  down  at  the  thoughts  of 
parting,  Jotm  xiv.  z8.  *♦  If  ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  bc- 
c*  caufe  I  go  unto  the  Father/*  j£.  d*  Do  you  value  your  own 
fenfible  comfort,  from  my  bodily  prefence  with  you,  befet e  my 
glory  and  advancement  in  heaven  i  Is  this  love  to  me  i  Or  is 
it  not  rather  felf-love  ? 

S»  would  your  departed  friend  fay  to  you  :•  *  You  have  pn> 

*  feffed  much  love  all  along  to  me,  my  happinefr  feemed  to  be 

*  very  dear  to  you.    How  comes  it  to  pafs,  tken,  that  you 
c  mourn  fo  exceedingly  row  ?  This  is.  rather  the  effe£fc  of  a 

*  fond  and  fle&ly,  than  of  a  rational  a»d  fpiritual  love ;  if 

*  you  loved  iwe  wtfh  a  pure  fpiritual  love,  ye  would  rejoice 
«  that  I  am  gone  tk>  my  Father.     It  is  infinitely  better  for  mc 

*  to  be  here*  than  with  vou  on  earth,  under  fill  and   forrow. 
€  Weep  not  for  me,  but  k>i  youtfelves.' 

Alas  I  though  you  want  your  friend's  company,,  he  wast* 
not  yours ;  your  tare  vras  to  provide  for  this  child,  hut  Jefus 
Chrift  hath  provided  infinitely  better  for  it  than  you  could  ^ 
you  intended  an  eftate,  but  he  a  kingdom  for  it  •»  you  thought 
upon  fuch  or  fuch  a  matel),  but  Chrift  hath  forbid  all  others* 
and  married  your  child  to  himfelt  Would  you*  imagine  a 
higher  preferment  for  th«  fruit  of  your  bodiea  r 

A  King  from  heaven  hath  fent  for  your  friend,  and  do  you 
grudge  at  the  journey  ?  O  think,  and  think  again,  what  an 
honour  it  is  to  you,  that  Chrift  hath  taken  them  out  of  your 
bofom,  and  laid  them  in  his  own;  ftript  them  out  of  tkofc 
garments  you  provided,  and  cloathed  them  in  white  robes, 
"wafhed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamh  Let  not  your  hearts  be 
tipuhled,  rather  rejoice  exceedingly,  that  God  made  you  in- 
struments to  replenifli  heaven,  and  tjring  forth  an  heir  for  tie 
kingdom  of  Cod*  .,_■'" 
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Your  child  is  how  glorifying  God,  in  an  higher  way  than  yott  \ 
can,   and  what  though  you  have  loft  its  bodily  prefence  for  a , 
time;  yet,  I  hope,  you  do  not  reckon  that  to  be  your loft* 
which  turns  to  God's  greater  glory. 

When  Jacob  heard  his  Jofeph  was  lord  of  Egypt*  he  rather 
-wifhed  himfelf  with  Jofeph,  tharihis  Jofeph  with  him  in  wants 
and  ftraks  *  fb  feould  it  be  wkh  you :  You  are  yet  rolling, 
and  toflingupon  aterapeftuous  fea,  but  your  friend  is  gone 
into  the  quiet  harbour ;  defire  rather  to  be  there,  than  that  he 
were  at  fea  with  you  again. 

Confideration  ii.  Confider  how  vain*  tbingaH your  troubles*  , 
and  feif -vexation  is  ;  it  no  way  betters  your  cafet  noreafes  your 
burden* 

As  a  bujlock,  by  wreftlMig  and  fweating  in  the  furrow, 
snakes  His  yoke to  bcroore  heavy,  and  galls  his  neck, and  fpends 
his  ftrength  the  (boner,  and  no  ways  helfK  himfelf  by  that :» 
Why  thus  ftands  the  cafe  with  thee ;  if  thou  be  as  a  bullock 
nnaccuftomed  to  the  yoke,  what  Chrift  faith  oi  taring,  we  may 
fey  of  grieving,  (Matth.  vi.  27.)  M  Which  of  you,  by  taking 
<t  thought,  can  add  one  cubit  to  his  ftature?" 

Cares  may  break  our  fleep,  yea,  break  our  hearts,  but  they 
cannot  add  to  our  ftature,  either  in  a  natural,  or  in  a  civil 
notion :  So  our  ferrowing  may  boner  break  our  hearts, 
than  the  yoke  God  hath  laid  on  you. 

Alas !  what  is  all  this,  but  as  the  fluttering  of  a  hkd  in  the 
net,  which,  inftead  of  freeing,  doth  but  the  more  entangle 
kfelf.  It  was  therefore  a  wife  rejbhition  of  David,  in  this  very 
cafe,  when  the' will  of  God  was  fignified  in  the .  death  of  his 
child,  2  Sam.  xii.  a 3,  %i  But  now  he  is  dead,  wherefore  fhould 
*t  Ihft}  Can  I  briag  him  back  again i  I  &all  go  to  him9  but 
*c  he  fliall  hot  return  to  me." 

',  Can  I  bring  him  back  again  i  No  j  I  can  no  more  alter  the 
purpofe,  and  work  of  God,  than  1  can  change  the  feaftms  of 
the  year,  or  alter  the  courfe  of  die  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  or 
difturb  the  order  of  the  day  and  nig&t;  which  are  all  unalter- 
ably eftahliftied  by  a  firm  conftitut&on,  and  ordinance  of 
heaven.  ,         - 

As  thefe  feafons  cannot  be  changed  by  man,  fo  neither  can* 
this  courfe  and  way  of  his  providences  be  changed.  ,  Job  xxiii, 
1 3-  "  He  is  of  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  him  ?  And  what: 
"  his  foul  defireth,  even  that  he  doth."  Indeed,  while  his 
pleafure  and  purpofe  are  unknown  to  us,  there  is  room  for  fail- 
ing and  prayer,  to  prevent  the  thing  we  fear :  Put  when  the/ 

^1*  1  2  * 
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paipafeof  God  is  manifefted  in  the  iffae,  and  the  ftrcke  2s 
given,  then  it  it  the  vaineft  thing  in  (he  world  to  fret,  aad  ve* 
ourielyes,  as  David's  fervants  thought  he  would  do,  a*  foon  a» 
he  ihould  hear  the  child  wa*  de*d  :  Bat  he  was  wifer  than  fe* 
his  tears  and  fries  to  God  before,  had  the  nature  a?d  ufe  of 
gleans  to  prevent  the  afili&ien  i  but  when  it  was  come,  -anw 
could  not  he  prevented,  then  they  were  of  no  ufe,  to  no  purpofe 
in  the  world;  «  Wherefore  fl*»MIfaJtr  <£.  <£  To  what 
end,  ufe»  or  purpofe,  wifl  it  he  now  1 

Well,  then,  caft  not  away  your  ftreegth  and  fpirits,  t© no 
w  advantage  j  referve  them  .for  inture  excrcifes  and  trials :  Tunc ' 
way  come,  that  you  may  need  all  the  ftrepgth  you  have,  and 
jnuch  more,  to  fiippprt  greater  burdens  than  this. 

Consideration  12*  The  Lord  is  ahk  to  report  aMyour  kjl 
Comforts  in  relations^  double  toyou,  ifym/k  meekly  fubmit  tohhmx 
and  patiently  nw7  upon  him  under  the  rod. 

When  Wau  had  lott  his  bleffing,  he  faid,  «  Jfaft  them  but 
««  one  mpffing,  my  Father?"  Gen.  xsviu  38.  Eut  vour  Father 
hath  more  bleffings  for  you  than  one  j  his  name  js  the  «*  Father 
«c  of  mercies,"  2  Cor«xiii.  ti.  He  can  beget,  and  create,  at 
many  mercies  for  you. as  he  pieafeth ;  relations,  and  the  com- 
forts of  thein>  are  at  bis  command.     . 

It  is  but  a  few  months*  or  years  pafi,  and:  tfcefe  comforts, 
wbofe  Jofs  you  now  lament,  were  not  in  being }  nor  did  you, 
biow  whence  {hey  ihould  arife  to  you,  yet  the  Lord  gave  the 
word,  and  commanded  th«m  for  yon ;  and,_  if  he  pleafc,  he 
'  can  make  the  death  of  tbefe  but  like  afcythe  to  the  meadow  that 
is  mown  down,  or  a  razor  to  the  head  that  is  ftaved  bare; 
which,  though  it  lay  you  under  the.  prefent  trouble  and  reproach 
pf  barrennefs,  yet  doth  but  make  way  .for  ?  double  increase,  a; 
fecond  fpring,  with  advantage. 

So  that  even  as  it  was  with  the  captive  church,  in  irfpecl  of 
her  fpecial  children,  in  the  day  of  her  captivity  and  reproach* 
the  Lord  made  up  all  with  advantage  to  her,  eyaa  to  her  own  • 
aftoniftunen}.  I&-  xlK. .  20.  «  The  children  which  tbou  fhaH 
«f  have,  aftfr  thou  haft  loft.the  other,  (hall  fay  again  in  thine 
"  ears,  the  place  is  too  ftrai{  for  me :  Give  place  tp  me  that  I 
*  may  dwell." .  ,      . 

Thus  may  he  deal  with  you*  as  to  your*  natnral  children* 
and  relations ;  fo  that  what  the  jran  of  Qod  ftad  to  Amaziab, 
i  Chron«  xicv.  c>  may  be  applied  to  the  cafe  in  hand*  "  Ama-. 
1<  ziah  faid  to  the  man  of  God,  but  what  {hall  we  .do,  for  the 
<6  hundred  talents  i  And  the  man  of  God  anCwered,  the  Lor4 
V.  is  able  to  give  thee  much  |n<tf  e  j;ha%thi£." 
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0  fay  not,  What  fliall  1  do  for  friends  and  relations  ?  Death 
hath  robbed  me  of  all  comfort  in  them.  Why,  the  Lord  iff, 
*Me  to  give  you  much  more.  But  then,  as  ever  you  expect 
to  fee  your  future  bleffings  .multiplied,  look  to  it,  and.be  care- 
ful that  you  neither  diihonour  God,  nor  grieve  him,  by  your» 
Qinubftu#vet  and  impatient  carriage,  under  the  prefent  rod. 

God  took  away  all  Job's  children*  and  that  atone  ftroke* 
*nd  the  ftroke  immediate  and  extraordinary,  and  that  when 
they  were  grown  up,  and  planted  (at  leaft  fome  of  them)  in, 
<fcftin#  famine*  ;  yea,  whilft  they  were  indearlng  each  other, 
by  mutual  exjpreflions  of  affeQaon.  This  muft  be  yielded  t©: 
bean  extraordinary  trial,  yet  he  meekly  receives,  and  patiently 
bears  it  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

You  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job*  (feith  the  apoftlcf. 

James  *♦  i  ir)  «  and  feen  the  end  of  the  Lotd*M    Not  only 

w  the  gracious  end,  or  intention  of  the  Lord  in  all  his  afflictions*- 

hut  the  happy  end  and  iffue  the  Lord  gave  to  all  his  afflictions* 

•  <>f  which  you  hafe  the  account*  Job  xfii.  io>.  *<  The  Lord  gave* 
<'  Job  twice  as  much  as  he  had  before,"    The  number  of  his 

"  children  was  not  double  to  what  he  had^  a*  all  his  other  com- 
forts were?  But  though  the  Lord  only  reftored  the  fame  num- 
her to  him  again  that  he  took  away,  yet  it  is  likely  the  comfort 
be  had  in  thefe  latter  children  was  double  to  what  he  had  in 
the  former.  There  is  nothing  loft  by  waiting  patiently, and 
Ihhmitttng  wjlfagly  to*  the  LofdV  difpofe. 

It  is  as  eafy  with  the  Lord  to  revive,  as  it  is  to  remove  your, 
comforts  in  relations.  v  There  is  a  fweet  exprefiion  to  thiff  jnir- 
pofc,  in  PfaLlxxxi.  28.  "  For  thou,  Lord,  will  light  my  candle* 
*f  the  Lord  my  God  will  enlighten  my  darknefs*" 

Every  comfortable  enjoyment,  whether  it  be  in  relations, 
efiate,  health,  or  friends,  is  a  candle  lighted  by  providence  for 
our  comfort  in  this  world,  and  they  are  but  candies,  which 
will  notalways  laft  %  and  thofe  that  bft  longeft  will  be  confum- 
ed  and  wafted  at  lafU  but  oftentimes  it  falls  out  with  them 
as  with  candles,  they  are  blown  out  before  the,y  are  half  con- 
fumed ;  yea,  fcknoft  as  fooa  as  lighted  up,  and  then  we  are  in 
darknefs  for  the  prefent. 

It  is  a  dark  hour  with  us,  when  thefe  comfort*  are  put  out ; 
but  David's  faith  did,  and  ours  may  comfort  us  with  this,  ■ 
that  he  that  blew  ovt  the  candle,  can  light  up  another  z  "Thou, 
w  Lord,  {halt  light  my  candle,  the  Lord  my  God  wall  enligh- 

*  ten"  my  darknefs/*  That  is,  the  Lord  will  renew  my  com* 
JfWts,  alter  the  poefent  fed  eftste  I  am  in,  and  chafe  away  that 
tfOuble  and  darkneft  which.at  prcfenfcJies  upon  me : , Only  be- 
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ware  of  offending  him,  at  whofe  beck  youf  lights  and  comforts 
come  and  go.  Michal  difpleafed  the  Lord,  and  therefore  had 
no  child  unto  the  day  of  her  death,  2  Sam.  vi.  23.   • 

Hannah  waited  humbly  upon  the  Lord  for  the  bleffing  of 
children,  and  the  Lord  remembered  her ;  he  enlightened  her 
condition  with  that  comfort,  when  (he  was  as  a  lamp  defpifed. 
Theie  is  no  comfort  you  have  loft  but  God  can  reftore  it,  yea, 
double  it  in  kind,  %  if  he  fees  it  convenient  for  you.  And  if 
not,  then,     '       '  - 

Confideration  13.  Confider9  though  he  Jbould  deny  you  any 
more  comforts  of  that  kind,  yet  he  hath  far  better  to  bejlcnS  upon 
you,  fuch  as  thefe  dejerve  not  to  be  named  with. 

You  have  an  excellent  Scripture  to  this  purpofe,  in  Ifa.  lvi. 

4,  5.  "  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  unto  the  eunuchs  that  keep  my 

«  fabbaths ;  and  chufe  the  things  that  pkafeme,  and  take  hold 

"  of  my  covenant;  even  to  them  will  I  give  in  myhoufe,  and 

*'  within  my  walls,  a  place,  and  a  name  better  than  of  fons  and 

u  daughters;  I  will  give  them  an  everlafting  name,   that 

«  ftall  not  be  cut  off." 

-  _     ,.-       Mens  names  are  to  be  continued  in  their 

*      f.n&  *™  iffue,  in  their  male  iffue  efpecially,  &nd  confe* 
Jnrwtatwns  *«  ^^  t0  M{  in  fach  as  ^^  m^    Niim# 

/>   ee%  xvj^  ^  an(j  a  ntimeroU8  jffuc  i8  deemed  n&  (mail 

honour, .  PfaL  exxvii.  4,  5.  God  therefore  promifed  here  to 
fupply,  and  make  good  the  want  of  iffue,  and  whatfoever, 
either  honour  here,  or  memorial  hereafter,  might  from  it  have 
accrued  to  them,  by  bellowing  upon  them  matter  of  far  greater 
honour,  and  more  durable  5  a  name  better,  or  before  the  names 
of  fons  or  daughters.  - 

It  is  a  greater  honour  to  be  the  child  of  God,  than  to  have 
the  greateft  honour,  or  comfort,  that  ever  children  afforded 
their  parents  in  this  world. 

Poor  heart,  thou  art  now  dejeded  by  this  affii&ion  that  lies 
upon  thee,  as  if  all  joy  and  comfort  were  now  cut  off  from 
thee  in  this  world,  .    -• 

:  A  cloud  dwells  upon  all  other  comforts,  this  affli&ion  hath- 
fo  imbittered  thy  foul,  that  thou  tafteft  no  more  in  any  other 
earthly  comforts,  than  in  the  white  of  an  egg.  O  that  thou 
didft  but  confider  the  confutations  that  are  with  God  for  foph 
as  anfwer  his  ends  in  affli&ion,  and  patiently  wait  on  him  for 
their  comfort !  he  hath  comforts  for  you  far  tranfeending  the 
joy  of  children.  ••'    -  , 

This  fome  have  found  when  their  children  have  been  cut  off 
from  them,  and  that  in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  that  (hey  haft 
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little  valued  their  comfort  in  children,  in  companion  with  this 
comfort. 

1  will  therefore  fet  down  a  pregnant  inftance  of  the  point  ia 
hand}  as  I  find  it  recorded  by  the  grave  and     ~  .•.»,.  r* 

worthy  author  of  that  excellent  book,  intituled,  ^,-v  ?£"  ^ 
Tb*  fulfilling  <f  the  fcripture.  *    /o7f 

Another  notable  inftance  of  grace,  with  a    **  ^ 
very  remarkable  paflage  in  his  condition,  I  (hall  here  menti- 
on.    *  One  Patrick  Mackewrath,  who  lived  in  the  weft  parts 
,€  of  Scotland,  whofe  heart,  in  a  remarkable  way,  the  Lord 

*  touched*  and  after  his  conversion  (as  he  (hewed  to  many 
«  Chriftian  friends)  was  in  fuch  a  frame,  fo  afFe&ed  with  a  new 
«  world,  wherein  he  was  entered,  the  difcoveries  of  God,  and 

<  of  a  life  to  come  ;  that  for  fome  months  together  he  did  fel- 
1  *  dom  fleep,  but  was  ftill  taken  up  in  wondering.  His  life  was 

f  very  remarkable  for  tendernefs,  and  near  converfe  with  God 

*  in  his  walk ;  and,  which  was  worthy  to  be  noted,  one  day, 

*  after  a  (harp  trial*  having  his  only  fon  fuddenly  taken  away 
•  *  by  death,  he  retired  alone  for  feveral  hours,  and  when  he 

«  came  forth  did  look  (b  chearfully,  that  to  thofe  who  aflted 

<  him  the  reafon  thereof,  and  wondered  at  the  fame  in  fuch  a 
«  time  ;  he  told  them,  He  had  got  that  in  his  retirement  with 

*  the  Lord,  that  to  have  it  afterwards  renewed,  he  would  be 

*  content  to  lofe  a  fon  every  day/ 

0  what  a  fweet  exchange  had  he  made !  Surely  he  had  gold 
:  for  brafs,  a  pearl  for  a  pebble,  a  treafure  for  a  trifle ;  for  fo 

great,  yea,  and  far  greater  is  the  difproportion  betwixt  the 
fweet  light  of  God's  countenance,  and  the  faint,  dim  light  of 
:  the  beft  creature-enjoyment. 

Would  it  pleafe  the  Lord  to  make  this  fun  arife  and  Anne 
!  upon  you,  now  when  the  ftars  that  fhined  with  a  dim  and  bor* 
i  rowed  light  are  gone  down,  you  would  fee  fuch  gain  by  the 
exchange,  as  would  quickly  make  you  caft  in  your  votes  with 
him  we  now  mentioned,  and  fay,  Lord,  let  every  day  be  fuch 
as  this  funeral  day ;  let  all  my  hours  be  as  this,  fo  that  I  may 
fee  and  tafte  what  I  now  do.  How  gladly  would  Fpart  with 
the  deareft,  and  neareft  creature-comfort  I  own  in  this  world. 
The  gracious  and  tender  Lord  hath  his  divine  cordials  referv- 
edon  purpofe  for  fuch  fad  hours ;  thefe  are  fometimes  given 
before  fome  (harp  trial,  to  prepare  for  it,  and  fometimes  after, 
to  fupport  under  it. 

1  have  often  heard  it  from  the  mouth,  and  found  it  in  thq 
diary  of  a  fweet  Chriftian  now  with  God,  that  a  little  before  the 
Lord  removed  her  dear  hufband  by  death,  there  was  fuch  an  a* 
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bundant  outlet  of  the  love  of  God  unto  her  foul,  far  feveral  dayt 
and  nights  following,  that  when  the  Lord  took  away  her  kaf*  : 
band  by  death,  though  he  was  a  gracious  and  fweet  tempered 
(and  by  her  moil  tenderly  beloved)  hufband  ;  (be  was  feared 
fenCble  of  the  ftroke,  but  carried  quite  above  all  earthly  things, 
their  comforts,  and  their  troubles  :  fo  that  (he  had  almoft  loft 
the  thoughts  of  her  dear  hufband  in  God.  And  had  Hot  the 
Lord  taken  this  courfe  with  her,  ihe  concluded  that  blow  had 
not  been  poffible  to  be  borne  by  her*  (he  muft  have  funk  with- 
out fuch  a  preparative. 

A  hufband,  a  wife,  a  child,  are  great,  very  great  things,  as 
they  (land  by  other  creatures  ;  but  fur  el  y  they  will  feem  little 
things,  and  next  to  nothing,  whe*  the  Lord  (hall  fist  hira&if 
by  them  before  the  fouL 

•  And  how  know  you,  but  God  hath  bidden  tfiefe  earthly  com- 
forts (land  afide  this  day,  to  make  way  for  heavenly  ones  ?  It 
may  be,  God  is  coming  to  communicate  himfdf  more  fweetlj* 
more  fenfibly  than  ever  to  your  fouls ;  and  thefe  are  the  pro- 
vidences which  muft  caft  up,  and  prepare  the  way  of  the  lirA 
Foflibly  God's  meaning  m  their  death  is  but  this  %  child*  (hjul 
afide,  thou  art  in  my  way,  and  filled  my  place  in  thy  parent's 
heart. 

Confideration  14.  Be  carefid  you  exceed  not  in  ymr  grief  fit 
thehfs  of  earthly  things  %  confidering  that  Satan  take*  tie  ad* 
vantage  of  all  extremes. 

You  cannot  touch  any  extreme,  but  you  will  be  touched  by 
that  enemy,  whofe  greateft  advantages  lie  in  afiaultiag  yoa 
here. 

Satan  is  called,  The  ruler  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world*  Epb* 
ri.  12.  (i  e.)  his  kingdom  is  Supported  by  darknefs.  Nov, 
therein  a  twofold  darknefs,  which  give&Satan  great  advantage » 
the  darknefs  of  the  mind,  viz.  ignorance ;.  stodthe  darknefs  of 
the  condition,  viz.  trouble  and  affliction.  Of  the  former 
the  apoftle  fpeaks  chiefly  ui.  that  text ;  but  the  latter  alfo  is  by 
him  often  improved,  ta  carry  on  his  defigns  upon  ua.  -  When 
it  is  a  dark  hour  of  trouble  with  us,  the*  is  his  fitted  feafhu  to 
tempt* 

Thai  cowardly  fpirit  falls  upon  the  people  of  God,  when  they 
are  down  and  low  in  fpirit,  as  well  as  (late.  Satan  would  ne- 
ver have  defired  that,  the  hand  of  God  fhould  have  been 
ftretched  out  upon  Job's  perfon,  eftate,  and, children,  but  that 
he  promifed  hitnfelf  a  notable  advantage  therein*  to  poifbn  his ' 
fpirit  with  vile  thoughts  of  God,  "  Do  this  (faith  he)  and 
«'  he  will  curie  thee  to  thy  face.'* 
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ptmk*l .tafocfc  P&1-  .<W«  39-  ?  Thou  mk^ff  ^arjcnpfe,  an$ 
if  in  ifi  flight,  wfo/eifl  a#  %  l^agp  fif  jji?  fcreijt  do  cjree)p  fortfi, 
»  tfif  yoflrig  lipfl?  rpar  afjcr  tjheir  prey.,'?  v 
tWb^tt  if  is  ^arltfligKt  ¥  i&  Wji,  i,t  i$  ,tt9W^y  WJh  Sata^i ) 

raal  fuggeftioh  he  thqp  plajus,  ajad  grafjpp  upon yqur  aj0M£Hon* 
Wbiob  arc  nuich  jnore  dangerous  jx>  us  thjrn  &e  a$Uftipn  ltfelf. 

J^Si#ifli#  he  infefis  ^fpon^ng  fhoxx^ip  ,into  ,the  afflicted 
fcidjw  A'^JTfesn  H4h  *  £*?  fiftt  of /romt^jp  ftinc  fyejs,?  ^jfah 
jg«L  w^  an^  JLafii.  iii.  ijj,  J9.  «  Myjiopf  is  Jttjijflied  from 
«jhp  I^prdf  rcmi&knqg.  Py  #}&*9»»  »p^  "py  pufsry,  die 

gpjp^^es^/u^e^^^hoi^^  flfGpd.  Ruth  i.  ;o* 
*  The  Lord  hath;4ealt  very^Attftrly  wjth  mf."  Yea,  thaj^he 
hath  dealt .spor^/Tev^y.witfi^,  J$haj>  apy  o§jwr,  JLagairL  jia* 
P  Sep^ii4:Mh(>Wvif^6rc  fes  any  ,%rpw tJ#e  ugtp  my/prrpjrt 
4«  wltfch  ^apneufltp.iyie,  ^jewi^  $/:  £prd  jhatji  a$U$e4 
|«  n^iplh^dayof his^e^eai^er,V 

^p4fegi^iQ^^i)iripu^j|ig  aflf*  /spjpfog  jhougJits  againft 
the  J^ptfU  rfie  fciil  is  $fpleafea  at  tjjie.Jia^  pf  Qod  upon  it* 
Jpjwh  yy as  .angry  4atjhe  ha#d  of/ God,  apd  faid,  ,£  Ido  well  to 
«  be  angry,  ;eyeji ,u?itp  deat£,,"  Jonaji  jy.  o>  ^^  ^4^4 
itp^hwareth^fe?  and. how j^uch'/npre  ajlp$jye  to  a  graci- 
fiP3;fi)»l,^ba^  ^ejofs  of  any  pft^ard  $pjpxm^nt  in  this  yoipldi 

Apd£o/ft? tifltyes  ygry  irreligious,  and  ^flUifiic^t thoughts,  a£ 

if  jfo&e  w^gc  ^privilege  jo?be  had^ljy  religion,  ajid  ajl  oujr 

pains,  ^eal,.apd  care  abp&t  duty,  ^re  little,  b^jter jfhan  loft  la* 

Ijojir,  JPfal.  lxxiii.  1 3,  .1,4.  .fSYfrily  J.haye^l^nf^  my  heart 

&  in  yajn,  apd  w^heji  jny.)iap^s  in .ionj^^V^^t^^ay 

/.'  JOTgil^e.b^en  plagued,  ai^  chaJften^d  ^yery  morning.'? 

.    Ryth^c.^hijigs^a^  the  af- 

4i^sd,Ch^iap  ;  ^or  albqk^Kefe  thoughts  are  his  burden,  and 

God  will  not  impute^em  to^he  cpncfe^natipn  of  his  people; 

jftthzy  rpb,the|oulspf,peajge,  and  hinjfl^j[t>^^^     duty,  and 

Wa^fe  .?^.iUR<^in4y  W#r  4affl^  and 

JwdtfOTg  »9f  <*fe^s  \fi  fhfir  fin :  ^war^^hjgr)s£pre,  l^ft  by  yout 

jCXC^fes.pf  {9vXQWfS£Wf$wc  ?o  ^c ;  jog  i,  j«re  are  not  igno* 

xant^pf  .his  d^i^es.  « 

,Cpnfi<lera,tipn  \^9tjQ$ve  no rwpy  to  fjKC^vj  forr&wi  ufm 

Cod,  and  religion%ivhich  will  hereby  be  expbfea  to  reproach* 
If  you  flight  your  own  honour,  do  not  fligbl;  the  honour  of 
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God,  and  religion  too  3  take  heed  fiow  you  carry  it  in  a  day  of 
trouble ;  many  eyes  are  upon  you.  It  is  a  true  observation  that 
a  late  worthy  *  author  hath  made  upon  this  eafe :  *  What  will 
'  the  Atheift,  and  what  will  the  profane  fcoffer  fay,  when 
«  they  fliall  fee  this  ?  So  fottiih  and  malicious  they  are,  that  if 
«  they  do  but  fee  you  in  affliction,  they  are  ftraightway  fcorn- 

*  fully  demanding,  Where  is  your  God  ? 

*  But  what  would  they  fay,  if  they  ihould  hear  you  yourfelvei 

*  unbelievingly  cry  out,  Where. is  our  God  ?  Will  they  not 

*  be  ready  tf>  cry,  this  is  the  religion  they  make  fuch  boaft  of, 

*  which  you  fee  how  little  it  does  for  them  in  a  day  of  extremi- 

*  ty :  .they  talk  of  promifes,  rich  and  precious  promifes \  but 
€  where  are  they  npw  ?  Or  to  what  purppfe  do  they  ferre? 

*  They  faid  they  had  a  treafure  in  heaven  $  what  ails  them  tt 

*  mourn  fo,  then,  if  their  riches  are  there  ?' 

O  beware  what  ypu  da  before  the  world  5  they.haveeyesto 
fee  what  you  can  do,  as  well  as  ears  to  hear  what  you  can  fay: 
and  as  long  as  your  carriage  under  trouble  is  fo  much  like 
their  own,  they  will  never  think  your  principles  are  better 
than  theirs.'  Carnal  worldlings  will  be  drawn  ;o  think,  that 
whatever  fine  talk  you  might  have  about  God,  and  heaven; 
your  hearts  were  molt  upon  the  fame  things  that  theirs  were, 
fince  your  grief  for  their  removal  is  as  great  as  theirs* 

They  know  by  experience  what  a  ftay  it  is  to  the  heart,  » 
have  an  able,  faithful  friend  to  depend  upon,  or  to  have  hopes  of 
a^  great  eftate  fliortly  to  fall  to  them ;  and  they  willneyer  be  per- 
fuaded  youhave  any  fuch  ground  of  comfort,  if  they  fceyo* 
as  much  caft  down  as  they  that  pretend  to  no  fuch  matter. 

By  this  means  the  precepts  of  Chrift  to  conftancy,  and  con* 
tentment  in  all  eftates,  will  come  to  be  looked  upop  (likethofe 
cfthtjloics)  only  as  magnified  verba*  brave  words  y  but  fuck 
as  are  impoffible  tp  be  pra&ifed ;  and  the  w.hoje  of  the  gofpd 
will  be  taken  for  an  airy  notion,  fince  they  that  profefs  great- 
eft  regard  to  it,  are  no  more  helped  thereby.  .  -^  - 
*.  O  what  a  fhame  is  it  that  religion  Ihould,  in  this  cafe,  male 
no  more  difference  betwixt  man  and  man !  wherefore  fhew.to 
the  world  (whatever  their  common  cenfuresare)  thatit  is  not 
fo  much  your  care  to  differ  from  them  in  fome  opinion*,  and 
a  little  ftriftnefs,.  as  in  humility,  meeknefs,  contempt  of  the 
world,  and  heavenly-mindednefs  5  and  now  let  thefe  graces  dif* 
play  themfelves  by  your  chearful,  patient  deportment  under  al 
your  grievances.  ~ 

*  M.  M.  teiflffendix  tiSrfmon'strefcrifitionlptlW 
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.  *"*  Wherefore  hath  God  planted  thofe  excellent  graced  in  your 

'  fouls'?  but  that  he  might  be  glorified,  and  you  benefited  by  the 

,  exercifes  of  them  in  tribulation  :  fhould  thefe  be  fuppfefied  and 

hid,  and  nothing  but  the  pride,  paflion,  and  umortified  earth- 

linefs  of  your  hearts  fet  on  wdrk,  and  difcovered  in  time  of 

trouble,  what  a  flur,  whit  a  wound  will  you  give  to  the  glo- 

•  rious  name  which  is' called  upon' by  you  ?  And  then  if  your 

.  hearts  be  truly  gracious,  that  will  pierce  you  deeper  than  ever 

your  affliction,  which  occafioned  it,  did. 

I  befeech  you,  therefore,  be  tender  of  the  name  of  God,  i£ 
you  will  not  be  fo  Pf  your  own  peace  and  comfort. 
..    Corjfid.  164  Be  quiet >  and  bold  your  peace,  you  little  know  _ 
brm  many  mercies  lie  in  the  womb  of  this  afflitlion. 

Great  are  the  benefits  of  a  fharp,  rouzing  affli&ion  to  the 

people  of  God  at  fometimeS,  and  all  might  have  them  at  all 

' t  times,  wercthey  more  careful  to  improve  them.    Holy  David 

.thankfully  acknowledged,  Pfct  cxix.  71 .  w  It  is  good  for  me 

.*  that  I  have  been  affli'dled^ 

,  And  furely  there  is  as  much  good  in  them  for  you,  as  for 

him ;  if  the  Lord  fan&ify  them  to  fuchends,  and  ufes,  as  his 

.were  fanftified  unto*  ' 

Such  a  fmarting  rod  as  this,  came  not  before  there  was  need 

enough  of  it,  and  poffibly  you  faw  the  need  of  fome  awaken* 

;  ing  providence  yourfelves  \  but  if  not,  the  Lord  did  :  he  todk 

not  up  the  rod  to  finite  you,  till  his  faithfulnefs,  and  tender 

lore  tp  your  fouls,  called  upon  him  to  correft  you. 

You  now  fit  penfive  under  the  rod,  fadly  lamenting  and  de- 
ploring the  lefs  of  fome  earthly  comfort;  yotir  heart  is  fur- 
charged  with  forrow,  your  eyes  run  down  upon  every  menti- 
on, and  remembrance  of  your  dear  friend  :  why,  if  there  were 
no  more,  this  alone  may  difcover  the  need  you  had  of  this  rod ; 
for  doth  not  all  this  forrow  at  parting  plainly  fpeak  how  much 
your  heart  was  fet  upon,  how  faft  your  heart  was  glewed  to  this 
eanhly  comfort  ?     * 

Now  you  fee  that  your  affe&ions  were  funk  many  degrees 
deeper  into  the  creature,  than  you  are  aware  of :  and  what 
fliould  God  jo  in  this  cafe  by  you  ?  Should  he  fuffer  you  fo 
cleave  to  the  creature,  more  and  more  ?  Should  he  permit  ,it 
to  purloin^  and  exhauft  youf  love  and  delight,  and  fteal  away 
your  heart  from  himfelf  r  This  he  could  not  do,  and  love  ypu. 
The  more  impatient  you'are,  under  this  affliction,  the  more 
«eed  youhad,ofit. 

And  what  if  by  this  firoke  the  Lordwillawaken  your  drowzy 
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fifii;  ah8  ftcoVei  fbii  out  of  that  pleafktit;  Btit1biigl5^*fc' 
Ktual  Dumber  Joii  Were  fallen  into,  Vrhllft  ybd  had  pill6#W 
tour  head  ujxhi  tKis  pleafariti  fallible  are&tore-enjoyriie&t  ?  & 
Hot  this  really  better  for  foil,  than  if  he  ttibul<i  JRiyJ  Sleep  06: 
he  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  atone  »  he  U  dc£aWh£ird3i  toe, 
the  fountaiii,  to  a  broken4  eiftern ;  let  hint  Jjb: 

Yea,  what  if  Sy  this  ftroke  uJXm  one  of  the  fileaftttteft  t&fih 
you  had  in  this  woHd}  God  Will  difcbvfcr  to  fo%  tA6t£  ftftiHy 
and  effectually  than  ever,  the  t&ufty  bbtK  of  that  anil  ah-cMOT 
comforts;  fq  a$  thi*  ybti  Mil  from  hcHcteforth  neVer  lei  fertt 
vour  heart,  youfchb£e',  yOulr  loVe,  *hd  delight  to  mf  «f  ttefy 
is |oh  did  before  ?  You  could  talk  before,  of  the  creator^  n< 
pity,  but  J  q'ueftion  whether  cVet  ybii  had  te  cteir;  and  *#**&■ 
CihK  a  fight  of  its  Vanity,  as  you  hive  tnis  Sky  i  4fttt  U  tot  this 
ft  considerable  mercy  in  your  eye*  I  •       * 

Now,  if  eVer  God  ft  weaning  you  ffctfft  Ml  toad'  opinto*, 
&rid  vain  expe&ations  from  tnU  Wotfd  j  by  this  yout^^MW 
of  the  creatures  is  retlifiedy  and  ybtir  apeWtos  to  idl  other  <& 

J*oy merits  oh  ear*  mbderdtld :  aiid  ft  this  nothteg  ?  Q  dewfc 
efs  it  is  &  greateY  mercy  \o  y<fui  thto  to  tiivfe  your  friend  *& 
again. 

And  wtot  STby  tfnfc  Ydd  ybUr  frkrftferWg;  ^*4WigKe%ft  KW 
te  whipped  home  *>  febd?  ydur  negteae'd  d&tieltfevfttf? 
your  decayed  communioh  With  Gdd  JrXftftrda  ?  a  ipfrittfili 
"fieaveniy  frame  of  heart  Yecovered  ?  Whit  *ifi  ybu  fey  tfc»? 
;  Surely  you  will  blefs  *that  merciful  hafld  fchifh  tefoova!  lb 
obilrufitiong,  and  adore  the  Divine  tfifdom,  arid  gbodnefytiat 
1>y  fuch  a  device  as  this  recovered  Von  to  hifcrfclf .  NoMr  jffe 
^an'pfay  hiofe  corJftendy,  riiore  fpintujally,  more  affe&ioltfldr 
than  before,  O  bleffed  tod,  Vrhfch  buds  'and  bloflbrii's  im 
iuch  frute  aVthefe!  kerthis  He. Written  &mong  yoir  Belt  iftfr 
*<n  es,  for  you  (hall  ha*e  ^aufe  'to  adofe  fri&  Weft  Gbd  etertlBf 
ffor  this  beneflcferaffliftidn.  j 

Cornfideration  ijn   Suffer  net  your/elves  to  he  frdnflirtd 

x"$y  impaiierice^and Jtydthii/Jd  up  hf  'ferltf,  tecdufe  God  bati 

'cxercijfid  yyu  under  a  Kfihart  red;  >f*r9  ds-firidrtttig  as  it  fy 

}t  is  comparatively  i  geHff?  *Jtr$k*'fy  ivlj&t  4tAerss  nspd\ 

us  youtjehhy  have  filt* 

,  Your  dear  rdatioti  is  dead  \  be  1t  fb9  rhcfe  te  tet^a  ft^b 
'death  before  you,  but  other*  have  feen  ml^'tfeatite  ediitrhfed 
f  ritb  one  upon  their  relations,  to  #hich  yourtlfc  tidthttig,       | 

JJedekiah  faw  his  children  murdered  bdore  vh&  -&fc$i'ibA 
theh'hM  Jhbfe  eycs:  (alsfa !  \w>  fate)-pit  out, 

Tie  fulfilling    Thcworifc^aq^brof ^^thatwdlentlwkb^ 
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;*#tetoeifttoned,  tells  us  of  a  choice,  stud  godfy    ?f  r St  Strj}+ 

§Witfewom3fl  in  the  north  of  Ireland,   who,    fwrtt. 

when  the  rebellion  broke  out  there,  fled  with 

three  chiltfrtti,  one  of  them  upon  the  breaft  j  they  had  hut 

gbtte  fef  before  they  were  (tripped  naked  by  the  Irifh,  who,  to 

their  admtratibri*  fparcd  their  lives*  (it  is  like,  concluding  thtit 

«  tbid  and  huhgef  would  kill  them)  afterward*  going  on  at  the 

•   foot  of  a  river  which  runs  to  Locheach,  others  met  them,  arid 

,  llftttid  tetve  t*ft  therh  into  the  river  3  but  this  godly  worinan, 

flbt  difmayed,  aikfcd  a  little  liberty  to  pray,  and  as  (he  lay  m- 

led  on  the  frozen  ground*  got  resolution  not  to  go  on  her  own 

feet,  to  fo  unjuft  a  death,  upon  which  having  called  her,  and 

(he  refufirPg*  wis  dragged  by  the  hette  along  that  rugged  way, 

td  be  caft  in  with  her  little  ones,  and  company. 

But  (he.  then  turned,  and  on  her  knees  fays,  Yon  fhotaid,  I 

.   arn  Crre*  be  Chriftiansj  and  men  I  fee  you  are*  in  taking  t- 

v  way  our  miferable  lives,  you  do  us  a  pleafure  \  but  know,  that 

,   fcs  we  f^ver  wronged  you  nor  yours,  you  muft  remember  to 

die  alfo  yourfclves*  and  ohe  day  give  an  account  of  this  ertml- 

if\  to  the  Judge  of  hteaven  and  earth.    Hereupon  they  reformed 

not  to  murder  them  with  their  own  hands,  but  turned  tbetn  ill 

naked  upon  a  frftdl  ifland  in  the  river,  without  my  provifiim, 

There  to  perifrn 

flie  next  day,  the  two  boys  halving  crept  afide,  found  the 
'hide  of  ar  bead  which  had  been  'killed,  *t  the  root  of  a  tree, 
Which  the  mother  caft  over  them  lying  upon  the  fiiow.  The 
nott  day  a  little  boat  goes  by,  unto  whom  fte  calls  for  iSod's 
feke  to  take  them  in,  "but  thrp  being  Irith,  refufed  *  (he  defired 
» little  bread,  but  they  ferd  they  had  none  *  then  (he  begs  a^ 
1  coal  of  fire,  which  (he  obtained  ;  and  thus,  with  feme  (alien 
chips,  made  &  little  "fire,  and  the  children  taking  a  piece  of 
the  hide  laid  it  on  the  coals,  and  began  to  gnaw  the  leather.  % 
but  without  an  extraordinary  Divine  fupport,  what  oouid  thi* 
do? 

Thus  they  lived  ten  days,  wirtront  any  vifible  means  of  help, 
having  no  bread,  but  ice  arid  fnow,  nor  drink,  except  water. 
The  tWo  boys  being  near  ftarved,  (he  preffed  them  to  go  out  tof 
Wcr  fight,  not  being  able  to  fee  their  death  5  yet  Ood  deiitiertd 
them  as  miraculoufly  at  laft,  Kts  he  had  fupported  them  all  tkpt 
>    while. 

•But  judge  whether  a  natural  death,  in  anftrdirtafy  way^be 
1  ^^mparabte  to  fuch  a  trial  as  this ;  and  yet  thus  the  Lord  did 
'    by  this  choice  and  eminently  gracious  wodnui. 

And  Mr,  Wall, >  in  his  Nqru^buUChnJi%  relates  as  (ad  %  pit 
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fage  of  a  poor  family  in  Germany,  who  were  "driven  onto  ttat 
extremity  in  the  famine,  that  at  laft  the  parents  made  a  motioa 
one  to  the  other  to  fell  one  of  the  children  for  bread  to  fuftain 

;  thernfelves,  and  the  reft;  but  when  they  came  to  confider 

which  child  it  fliould  be,  their  hearts  fo  relented,  and  yerned 

upon  every  one,  that  they  refolved  rather  all  to  die  together* 

r   Yea,  we  read  in  Lam.  iv.  10.  "  The  hands  of  the  pitiful  wo- 

*<  men  have  fodden  their  own  children." 

.But  why  fpeak  I  of  thefe  extremities  ?  How  many  parents, 
yea,  fome  godly  ones  too,  have  lived  to  fee  their  children  dying 
sn  prophaneneu,  and  fome  by  the  hand  of  juftice,  lamenting 
their  rebellions  with  a  rope  about  their  necks. 

Ah  i  reader,  little  doft  thou  know  what  ftings  there  are  in 
the  affli&ions  of  others !  furely  you  have  no  reafon  to  think  tie 
Lord  hath  dealt  more  bitterly  with  you  than  any*  It  is  a  gen- 
tle ftroke,  a  merciful  difpenlation,  if  you  compare  it  with  what 
others  have  felt. 

Confideration  18.  If  God  be  your  God,  you  have  (eally  .1$ 
nothing  by  the  removal  of  any  creature-comfort* 

God  is  the  fountain  of  all  true  comfort  5  creatures,  the  very 

.  beft  and  fweeteft,  are  but  cifterns  to  receive,  and  convey  to  us 
what  comfort  God  is  pleafed  to  communicate  to  them  ;  and  if 
the  ciftern  be  broken,  or  the  pipe  cut  off,  fo  that  no  more  com- 
fort can  be  conveyed  to  us  that  way,  he  hath  other  ways  and 
mediums  to  do  it  by,  which  we  think  not  of  $  and  if  he  pleafe 
he  can  convey  his  comforts  to  his  people  without  any  of  them ; 
And  it  he  do  it  more  immediately,  we  (ball  be  no  lofers  bf 
that;  for  no  comforts  in  the  world  are  fo  delegable,  and  n- 
vilhingly  fweet,  as  thofe  that  flow  immediately  from  the  foun- 
tain^ "v-a"' 

And  it  is  the  fenfuality  of  our  hearts  that  caufes  us  to  affeft 
diem  fo  inordinately,  and*  grieve  for  the  lofs  of  them  fo  immo- 
derately, as  if  we  had  not  enough  in  God,  without  thefe  crea- 
turc-fupplements. 

Is  the  fulnefs  of  the  fountain  yours  ?  And  yet  do  you  caft 
down  yourfelves*  becaufe  the  broken  ciftern  is  removed  ?  The 
beft  creatures  are  no  better,  Jer.  ii.  13.  Cifterns  have  nothing 
hut  what  they  receive,  and  broken  ones  cannot  hold  what  is 
put  into  them.  Why  then  do  you  mourn,  as  if  your  life  were 
hound  up  in  the  creature  ?  You  have  as  free  an  accefs  to  the 
fountain  as  you  had  before.     It  is  the  advice  of  an  Heathen, 

"^^nd  let  them  take  the  comfort  of  it)  to  repair,  by  a  new.cartfc* 
ly  comfort,  what  we  have  loft  in  the  former. 
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j.:  M  Thou  haft  carried  forth  him  whom  thou  Iovedft,  (faith  * 
«<  Seneca)  feek  one  whom  thou  mayeft  love  in  his  ftead :  It  is 
V  better  to  repair,  than  to  bemoan  thy  lofs." 

But  if  God  never  repair  your  lofs,.  in  things  of  the  fame  kind** 
you  know  he  can  abundantly  repair  it  in  himfelf. 

Ah  !  Chriftian,  is  not  one  kifs  of  his  month,  one  glimpfe  of 
his  countenance,  one  feal  of  his  Spirit,  a  more  fweet  and  fub- 
ftantial  comfort,  than  the  fweetcft  relation,  in  this  world  can 
%fford  you  ?  If  the  (bream  fail,  repair  to  the  fountain,  there  4& 
enough  ftill  i  God  is  where  he  was,  and  what  he  was,  though 
the  creature  be  not.  . 

ConOderation  19*  Though  you  may  want  a  little  comfort  in 
your  fife,  yet  furely  it  may  be  recompenfid  to  you  by  a  more  ea~   - 
fy  death. 

The  removal  of  your  friends  before  you,  may  turn  to  your 
great  advantage,  when  your  hour  is  come  that  you  tnuft  follow 
them*  O  how  have  many  good  fouls  been  clogged,  and  en* 
fnared,  in  their  dying  hour,  by  the  loves,  cares,  and  fears  they 
have  had  about  thofe  they  muft  leave  behind  them  in  a  finful, 
tevil  world! 

If  our  love  %o  them  might  have  proved  a  fnare  to  you,  and 
caufed  you  to  hang  back,  as  loath  to  go  hence  j  for  thefe  are 
the  things,  that  make  men  loath  to  die.  And  thus  it  might 
have  been  with  you,  except  God  had  removed  them  before* 
hand,  or  {hould  give  you  in  that  day  fuch  fights  of  heaven,  and 
taftes  of  divine  love,  as  fhould  mafter,  and  mortify  all  your 
earthly  affeffcions  to  thefe  things.  , 

I  knew  a  gracious  perfon,  now  in  heaven,*  who  for  many 
weeks  in  her  laft-ficknefs,  complained  that  (he  found  it  hard  to 
part  with  a  dear  relation,  and  that  there  was  nothing  proved  a 
greater  clog  to  her  foul,  than  this :  It  is  much  more  cafyto 
think  of  going  to  our  friends,  who  are  in  heaven  before  u% 
than  of  parting  with  them,  and  leaving  our  defirable  and  dear 
ones  behind  us.  r 

'  And  who  knows  what  cares,  and  diftra&ing  thoughts  you 
may  then  be  peftered  and  diftra&ed  with,  upon  their  account  t 
,  "What  (hall  become  of  thefe,  when  I  am  gone?  I  am  now  to 
leave  them,  God  knows  to  what  wants,  miferies,  temptation* 
and  afflictions  in  the  midft  of  a  deceitful,  defiling,  dangerous 
•world* 

J  know  it  is  our  duty  to  leave  our  fatherlefs  children,  and 

*  Ogutm  amabas  extu/ifti,  quare  fuem  antes  :  Satin*  fft  amlcum 
refararc  quam  jitre.    $€oec%  Egift.  f •  637. 
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friericBefs  relations,  with  God ;  to  Xmft  them  with  him  tat 
fare  them  to  .us :  And  fomc  have  been  enabled  chearfuBy  »  j 
do  fo  when  they  were  parting  from  them.  *  Luther  carid  hf, 
4  Lord*  thou  haft  given  me  a  wife  and  children,  I  have  lijtkto 
*  leave  them  ;  nounfli,  teach,  and  keep  them ;  O  thou  Fatter 
«  at  tjbc  fatheriefc,  and  Judge  of  the  widow.'  fiutcvery  Chri- 
ftian  hath  not  a  Luther's  faith  j  fame  find  it  a  thard  tbtngft 
djfentangle  their  affe&ioos  atfuch  a. time:  B\&  no.w,  if  God 
has  fern  all  yours  before  you,  yoy  have  fo  muchthe  Ids  toioj 
death  may  bexajierto  you  than  others. 

Confideration  20.  But  if  nothing  that  hath  been  y ft  /mdf»X 
Jtick  w&b  y«i>  *hen%  ia/ity>  rancrribfr  that  yau  art  tear  tjmt 
JtaU9  *ad  't4acey  lyjthicb  admit  J  no  farrows,  \nor  jad  f<jtt8w> 
upon  any  fuch  accounts  as  thefe. 

'Yetarlittk  whUe^  arid  you  Qudl  not  irrifethem,  ypUiftaB 
not  need  them,  but, you  flialltlive  asthe.angcjs  pf  .God.:  $e 
nowlivc.panly  by  faith,  paitlyby  fcnfe,  partly  upon.God,  *w 
partly  upon  tshe,creatqre 3  our  fete  is  jnuc$d,  therefore  pht£01p- 
forts  are  fo  too*  Jkt  jarhen  God  iihaU  J>e  aU  in  aJJ,  and  ,ur 
fhall  be  as  the  angels  of  God  in  the  way  and  manner  of  otf 
living ;  bow  jnueh.  will  the  cafe  be  altered  with  us  then,  ftom 
what  iti&now  £ 

Angels,  neither  jnarcy,  .nor  are  given  in  marriage,  .neitte 
Iballtbe  children  of  the  re&jrre^on ;  yrhen,Jtfce  days.pf  «* 
finning  .are  ended,  the  days  of  our  .mourning  ihall  be  ,fp,tofc 
itfograves  mot*,  opened  till  ,fin  entered,  and  no.more.fliallk 
opened  when  fin  is  excluded. 

iGter  glorified  teJatk>nS;ft^  they.ftaB 

complain  no  more,  die.no  more.;  ,yea,  tbi&isathe.hfcppinels.rf 
that 4btje  tawhUh.  you  are,paflingjQn,kthat. your  fouls  being in 
the  neateft  cpnjttn&ion  with  God,,  tbeioua  tain  ofijoy*  yo.uiball 
fcave.no  concernment  cutoff hiip.  -Yoafhall  n,ot  he  put  npoo 
thefe exercifes  of  >patier>eey  noriubfc&edla  fuch  forxows  asyjop 
now  feel,  any  more.  It  is  but  a  little  while,  ..and  the  endflf 
all  thefe  things  will  come.  .O  therefore* bear  up,  .as  pedbqs 
that.expeft  inch  a  day  of  .jubilee,  at  .hand. 

And  thus  I  havefiniflied  the  Jecgnd  .general  Jieadjofthjs^if- 
courfe,  which  is  a  diffuafive  from,  the.fin&f  immcrferate.iiMrQjr. 
3.  I  now  procee^to  tbetruxd^duag,  priipQfed,.auuneif>  *to 
remove  tjie  pleas  and  excufes  for  this  immoderate  grief.  >b 
is;najuralto..men,  yea,.  to.gQpd  jnen,  to  juftify  .tb^ir  excefl^r 
or  at  leaft  to  extenuate  them,  by  pleading  for  their  paffioas, 

rs  .  _ 

*  Mclchior^Aciaw,  kt^e  Jifc.i^Lirtiw.  , 
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Is  If  tkejr  tWtkteci  not  caute,  and  reaion  enough  id  excufe  them. 
If  thefe  be  fully  anfweted,  and  the  foul  once  convinced,  tad  left 
tirflhcmt  Apology  for  its  fin,  it  is  then  in  A  fair  way  for  its  euro, 
Wh&Ch  U  the  laft  tjrfttg  defigned  ib  this  treatife; 

My  prefeilt  bo (Infefs,  therefore,  is,  to  fetisfy  thofe  dtye&iout, 
arid  anfwer  thofe  reafons  which  are  commonly  pleaded  ia  this 
tafe,  to  jnflify  dor  excedlve  grief  for  loft  relations*  And  tb^ 
I  (hall  carry  it  in  that  tine  of  relation  to  which  the  text  directs, 
Jet  it  is  equally  applicable  to  all  Others. 

Pled  I.  Yotl  prefs  me,  by  many  great  confiderations  to  meek- 
tie  fs,  and  daiet  fubmiffion  Udder  this  heavy  ftroke  of  God  ;  brtt 
foil  little  know  What  flings  my  foul  feels  now  in  it. 

This  child  Was  a  child  of  many  prayers,  it  was  a  Samuel  bea- 
ded of  the  Lord,  and  1  cod  eluded,  when  1  had  it,  that  it 
rough  t  with  it  the  returns,  aftd  anfwers  of  many  prayers*  Hot 
kow  1  fee  it  Was  nothing  lefs ;  God  had  no  regard  to  my  prayer 
about  It,  nor  Was  it  given  me  in  thatfpecial  way  of  mercy,  as  I 
imagined  it  to  be ;  My  child  is  not  only  dead,  but  my  prayers 
in  the  farie  day  (hat  oat,  and  denied. 

Jfnfw&  i.  That  yon  prayed  for  yotir  children  before  yott 
had  them,  Was  your  doty ;  arid  if  you  prayed  not  for  them  iub- 
ItttfEvely,  deferring  it  to  the  pleafUre  of  God  to  give,  or  den? 
them,  to  Continue,  er  remove  theta,  as  &oUld  iecm  good  to 
trim,  that  Was  your  fin :  You  ought  not  to  limit  the  Holy  On* 
of  ifrael,  not  pre&ribe  to  him,  or  capitulate  With  him,  for  what 
term  yob  (hall  enjoy  ybttr  otitward  Comforts :  If  you  did  fo,  it 
Was  your  evil,  and  God  hath  juftly  rebuked  it  by  this  ftroke. 
If  jon  did  pray  conditionally,  abd  (ubmiflivelfc  referring  both 
the  mercy  asked,  and  continuance  of  it  to  the  will  of  God,  as 
)ron  ought  to  do  \  then  there  is  nothing  in  the  death  of  your 
child,  that  croffes  the  true  icOpe  and  intent  in  your  prayer.    . 

Jtnfwer  2    tour  praVers  may  be  anfwered,  though  the  thing 
prayed  for  be  With-held,  yea,  or  tbodgh  it  uSouId  be  given  fqt" 
n  little  while,  and  (batched  aWay  from  ypu  again.     There  are 
fbnr  ways  of  God's  anfweriijg  prayers ;   by  gWing  the  thing 
brayed  for  prefeotly,  Dan.  ix  I3.  or  by  fnfpettdiug  the  anfwer  - 
For  a  time,  and  giving  it  afterwards,  Luke  xviii.  7  or  by  with- 
"holding  frotn  you  that  mercy  which  you  ask.  and  giving  yptt 
a  mudh  betttr  mercy  ib  the  roopj  of  it,  Deut*  iii.  24.  c impair- 
ed with  Deut.xxxiv.  4,  5.  Or,  laftly,  by  giving  you  patience  tt> 
bear  the  lofi,  or  want  of  it,  n  Cor  xii.  §>* 
Now,  if  the  JU»rd  have  taken  away  your  child,  or  friend,  and 
V01..  V&  N  11 
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id  lien  thereof  given  you  a  meek,  quiet,  Tubmiffive  heart  to  bis 

will,  you  need  not  fay  he  hath  (hut  out  yi>ur  cry. 

Plea  2.  Bat  I  have  loft  a  lovely,  obliging,  and  moft  endear- 
ing child,  one  that  was  beautiful,  and  fw*et ;  it  is  a  fiony  heart 
that  would  not  diflblve  into  tears  for  the  lofs  of  one  fo  defireabk, 
fo  engaging  as  this  was  :  Ah  !  it  is  no  common  lofs. 

An/wer  i.  The  more  lovely,  and  engaging,  your  relation  was, 
the  more  excellent  will  your  patience,  and  contentment  with 
the  will  of  God,  in  its  death,  be;  the  more  lovelinefs,  the  more 
felf-denial,  the  more  grace.  Had  it  been  a  thoafand  times 
'more  endearingly  fweet  than  it  was,  it  was  not  too  good  to 
deny  for  God.  If  therefore  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  do 
indeed  mafter  natural  affecTions,  and  that  you  look  upon  pa* 
tience  and  contentment  as  much  more  beautiful  than  the  iwect- 
eft,  and  moft  defireable  enjoyment  on  earth,  it  may  turn  to 
you  for  a  teftimony  of  the  truth  and  ftrength  of  grace  :  that 
you  can,  like  Abraham,  part  with  a  child  whom  yon  fo  dear- 
ly love,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  your  God,  whom  you  lore 
infinitely  more. 

Anfwer  2.  The  lovelinefs  and  beauty  of  our  children,  and  re* 
lations,  though  it  molt  be  acknowledged  a  good  gift  from  the 
hand  of  God  ;  yet  it  is  but  a  common  gift,  and  oftentimes  be- 
comes a  fnare,  arid  is,  in  its  own  nature,  but  a  trarifitary,  ▼* 
'nifhing  thing,  and  therefore  no  fuch  great  aggravation  of  the 
lofs  as  is  pretended. 

1  fay,  it  is  but  a  common  gift ;  Eliab,  Adonljah,  and  Abfi- 
lorn,  had  as  lovely  prefences  as  any  in  their  generation.  Yea, 
it  is  not  only  common  to  the  wicked,  with  the  godly,  but  to 
brute  animals,  as  well  as  men,  and  to  moft  that  excel  in  it,  it 
becomes  a  temptation ;  the  fouls  of  fome  had  been  more  beas- 
tiful  and  lovely,  if  their  bodies  had  been  lefs  fo.  Be  fides,  it  is 
but  a  flower  which  nourifhes  in  its  month,  and  then  fades, 
'This  therefore  ftiould  not  be  reflected  on  as  fo  great  a  drcum- 
fiance  to  aggravate  your  trouble, 

Anfwer  3.  But  if  your  relation  fleep  in  Jefus,  he  will  appear 
ten  thoufand  times  more  lovely  in  the  morning  of  the  refurrec- 
tion,  than  ever  he  was  in  the  world.  What  is  the  cxafteft, 
pureft*  beauty  of  mortals,  to  the  incomparable  beauty  of  the 
;faints  in  the  refurreftion  ?  "  Then  (hall  the  righteous  fhine  forth 
*'  as  the  fun,  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father/'  Matrh  xiii.  43* 
'In  this  hope  you  part  with  them,  therefore  aft  fukabiy  to  your 
hopes.         -  ' 

*     Plea  3   Oh!  but  my  child  was  nipped  off  by  death  in  the 
very  bud ;  1  did  but  fee!  and  lave,  aad  part:  Had  1  enjoyed is 
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longer,  and  had  time  to  fuck  out  the  fweethefs  of  fuch  an  en- 
joyment, I  could  have  borne  it  eafier ;  but  its  months  or  years 
with  me  were  fo  few,  that  th*y  only  ferved  to  raife  an  cxpec-* 
tation  which  was  quickly,  and  therefore  the  more  fadly  difap* 
pointed. 

Anfwer  1.  Did  your  friend  die  young,  t>r  was  the  bond  of 
any  other  relation  diffolved  almoft  as  foon  as 
made  ?  Let  not  this  feem  fo  intolerable  a  Vide  Mr.  Bax- 
kad  to  you ;  for  if  you  have  ground  to  ter*s  Epiftle  to 
hope*  they  died  in  Chrift,  then  they  lived  the  Life  of  Mr. 
long  enough  in  this  world.  It  is  truly  (aid,  John  Jdnev/ay. ' 
he  hath  failed  long  enough,  that  hath  won 
the  harbour;  he  hath  fought  long  enough  that  hath  obtained 
the  viftory  ;  he  bath  run  long  enough  that  hath  touched  the' 
goat ;  and  he  hath  lived  long  enough  upon  earth,  that  hath  won 
heaven,  be  his  days  here  never  fo  few. 

Anfwer  2.  The  fooner  your  relation  died,  the  lefi  fin  hath4 
been  committed,  and  the  lefs  forrow  felt :  What  can  yon  fee 
in  this  world  but  fin,  or  forrow  ?  A  quick  paflage  through  it  to 
gfbry,  is  a  fpecial  privilege.  Surely  the  world  is  not  fo  defire^ 
able  a  place,  that  Chriftians  ftiould  defire  an  hour's  time1  longer 
in  it  for  themfelvcs,  or  theirs,  than  ferves  to  fit  them  for  a 
better. 

Anfwer  3.  And  whereas  you  imagine  the  parting  Would  have 
been  eafier,  if  the  enjoyment  had  been  longer,  it  is  a  fond,  and 
grotmdlefs  fufpicion  :  :  The  lotiger  you  had, enjoyed  them,  the 
Wronger  would  the  endearments  have  been.  A  young,  and 
tender  plant,  may  be  eafily  drawii  up  by  a  fingle  hand;  but 
when  it  hath  fpread,  and  fixed  its  root  many  years  in  the  earth; 
it  will  require  many  a  flrong  blow,  and  hard  tug  to  root  it  up. 
Affe&ions,  like  thofe  .under -ground  roots,  are  fixed  and 
ilrengthened  by  nothing  more  than  cofifuetude,  and  long  poffef- 
fion  ;  it  is  much  eafier  parting  now,  than  it  would  be  heteaftert 
whatever  you  think.  However,  this  ftiould  fatisfy  you,  that 
God's  time  is  the  beft  time. 

Plea  4.  O  but  I  have  loft  all  in  one,  it  is  my  only  one,  f  have 
none  left  in  its  room  to  repair  thfc  breach,  and  make  up  the 
lofs:  If  God  had  given  mfe  other  children  to  take  comfort  10, 
the  lofs  had  not  been  fo  great ;  but  to  lofe  all  at  one  ftroke,  is 
infupportablc.  1 

dnfiver  1.  Religion  allows  not  unto  Chriftians  a  liberty  of 
expreffing  the  death  of  their  dear  relations  by  fo  bard  a  word  at 

N  Q  2 
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the  lofi  of  them  it;  they  are  oot  loft,  but  font  before  yw*t 
And  it  is  a  (hameful  thing  for  a  Chriftian  to  be  reproved  for 
loch  an  uncomely  expreflion  by  a  heathen ;  it  is  enough  to  nub; 
91  blufh  co  read  what  an  heathen  laid  if  this  cafe  f  >   c  Meyer 

*  fey  thou  haft  loft  any  thing  (faith  Epifterus)  but  that  k  i<  r* 

*  turned     Is  thy  fori  dead  I   He  is  only  reftored.    la  thy  iabe- 

*  ritance  taken  from  thee  ?  Ir  is  alfo  returned/  And  a  while 
after  he  adds,  ttrtp****-  fax**  x*r*  yt**im,  $.  <,   *  Let  cyerf 

*  thing  be  as  the  gods  would  have  it/ 

Anfwer  %.  It  is  nq  fit  expreflion  to  fay  you  tape  loft  all  i| 
one,  except  that  one  be  Chrift ;  and  he  heipg  once  yours,  cu 
never  be  loft.  Doubtlefs,  your  meaning  is,  you  have  loft  alt 
your  comfort  of  that  kind ;  and  what  though  you  have  ?  Am 
there  not  nmltitudes  of  comforts  yet  remaining,  of  a  higher 
kind,  and  more  precious  and  durable  nature/  If  you  have  so 
more  of  that  fort,  yet  fo  lopg  as  you  have  tetter,  what  faafi 
bave  you  tp  rejoice  1 

Anfwer  3.  Yoq  too  much  Unitate  the  way  of  the  worM  iff 
this  complaint ;  they  know  pot  bpw  to  repair  the  Lois  of  ott 
fomfort,  but  by  another  of  the  fame  nature,  which  muftbe 
put  in  its  room  to  fill  up  the  vacancy :  But  bave  you  00  other 
way  to.  fupply  your  lofs  I  Have  you  not  a  God  to  fill  ibs 
place  of  any  creature  that  leaves  you  2  Surely  this  woulej  bettor 
Dccorm  a  pan  whofc  portion  Is  ty.  *his  life,  than  oae  that  pro* 
fefles  God  is  his  all  io  all. 

Plea  5.  O  but  my  only  ope  is  not  only  taken  away,  but  that 
jemains  no  espe&auop,  qr  probability  of  any  morse :  I  nwj 
fow  look  upon  myfelf  as  a  dry  tree,  never  to  take  comfort  ifl 
fh^ldren  any  pore,  which  is  a  cutting  thought, 

Anfwer,  1  Suppofe  what  you  fey,  that  you  have  00  hope, 
for  expectation  of  another  child  remaining  to  you  ;  yet  if  yo* 
bave  a  hope  of  better  things  than  children,  you  have  no  reafrq 
to  be  caft  down  :  Blefc  God  for  higher  and  better  hopes  this 
fbefc.  In  Jj(k.  Wu  4,  5.  the  Lord  comforts  them  that  hawe  00 
expectations  of  fons  or  daughters,  with  this ;  "  That  b^wilj 
*'  give  goto  them  in  his  houfe,  and  within  hi*  walls*  a  place, 
"  and  a.  nape  better  than  of  ions  and  daughters ;  even  an  ever- 
**  lafting  oaroe  that  ihall  not  be  cut  off"  There  are  better 
jpercies,  and  higher  hopes  tb^n  theft ;  though  your  hopes  of 
children,  or  frpirj  children,  (hould  be  cutoff,  yet  if  your  e&r« 
$al  hopes  are  fequre,  and  fuch  as  ftw*ll  not  mafce  you  atoamed, 
you  %u)4  *$t  be  £?  caft  ^^  •■■--■■*••• 

3  jy<r*  amittufitur  fed p-aemittuntun    f  Efaft.  Encbiridi  cap.  If 
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Jofwfr  2*  If  £©d  will  not  have  your  comfort*  tQ  lie  anjF 
jj^pre  iu  children  then  refolve  to  place  them  in  himfelf,  una 
yoii  (hall  never  find  aufe  to  complaip  of  lots  by  fneb  an  ex? 
f  hange  ;  Toq  will  find  that  in  God  which  is  pot  tp  b$  had  in 
the  creatore  ;  one  bourns  communion  with  him,  ftmll  give  you 
that  which  the  happieit  parent  npycr  yet  bad  from  his  children  5 
you  will  exchange  brajs  for  gpld,  periling  vanity,  for  fi>Ud  and 
-  ^biding  excellency.  v 

Jf>Uaf)f  But  the  fuddennefrof  the  (broke  is  amazing,  God 
gave  little  pr  no  warning  to  prepare  for  this  trial  «  Death  exe- 
cuted its  commifljou  as  ipon  as  it  opened  iti  My  dear  bnftand, 
wife,  or  child,  was  fnatched  unexpectedly  out  of  jay  arms,  by 
9  forprizing  ftrpke  j  and  this  makes  my  flroke  heavier  than  my 
fompJaint,        .       . 

Anfvjtr  1.  Thjt  the  death  of  your  relation  was  fo  fuddeu 
and  iurpriting,  was  much  your  own  fault,  who  ought  to  have 
lived  1u  thetJaily  fcnfe  of  its  vanity,  and  expectation  of  yoojr 
feparation  from  it ;  you  knew  it  to  be  a  dying  comfort  in  it? 
fceft  eftate,  and  it  is  no  fuch  wonderful  thing  to  fee  that  dead, 
which  you  knew  before  to  be  dying :  Befides,  ypp  heard  the 
fb^ftges  ringing  aboqt  yon  in  other  families ;  you  frequently 
few  other  parent*,  hnflbands,  and  wives,  carrying  forth  their 
liead  ;  and  what  were  all  thefe  but  warnings  given  you  to  pre* 
pare  for  the  like  trials  I 

Sorely,  then,  it  was  your  own  fecnrity  and  regardlefsnefs  that 
made  this  afljidhpn  lb  furpri?ing  to.  yon ;  and  who  is  to  be  blamed 
for  that,  you  kaow, 

Anfwr  2.  There  is  much  difference  betwixt  the  fnddeo  death 
of  infants,  and  that  of  grown  perfons  ;  the  latter  may  have 
much  work  to  do;  many  fins  a&ually  to  repent  of,  and  many 
evidences  of  their  mtereft  in  Ghrift  to  examine  and  clear,  in  or? 
der  to  their  more  comfortable  death ;  and  fo  fudden  death  may 
be  deprecated  by  them. 

But  the  cafe  of  infants,  who  cxercife  not  their  reason,  is  far 
different ;  they  have  no  fuch  work  to  do,  but  are  purely  paffive : 
AH  that  is  done  \a  order  to  their  folyation,  is  done  by  God  im- 
mediately upon  them,  fo  it  comes  all  to  one*  whether  their 
^eath  pc  more  quick,  or  more  flow. 

Anfvjer  3 .  ,You  complain  of  the  fnddennefe  of  the  ftroke/ 
but  another  will  be  ready  to  (ay,  had  my  friend  died  in  that 
manner,  my  afBLftion  had  been  nothing  to.  what  now  it  is;  I 
have  feen  many  deaths  contrived  into  ,ooe  ;  I  faw  the  gradual 
approaches  of  it.  upon  my  dear  relation,  who  felt  every.thread  of 
4p9Xh  as  it  came  on  toward  him,  who  pf  ten  gried  wuh  Job,  chap.        - 
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ui.  ver.  2i»  22.  °  Wherefore  is  light  given  to  him  that  is  in  mi- 
"  f«ry,  and  life  to  the  bitter  in  foul  ?  Which  long  for  death,  but 
*'  it  cometh  not,  and  dig  for  it  more  than  for  hid  trcafures : 
«*  Whkh  rejoice  exceedingly,  and  are  glad  when  they  Can  find 

49  the  grave." 

That  which  yon  reckon  the  fling  of  youf  affliction,  others 
would  have  reckoned  a  favour  and  privilege.  How  many  tender 
parents,  and  other  relations,  who  loved  their  friends  as  dearly 
as  yourfelves,  have  been  forced  to  their  knees,  open  no  other 
errand  but  this,  to  beg  the  Lord  to  haflen  the  reparation,  and 
put  an  end  to  that  forrow,  which  to  them  was  much  greater 
than  the  forrow  for  the  dead. 

Plea  7.  You  prefs  me  to  moderation  of  forrows,  and  I  know 
I  ought  to  (hew  it ;  but  you  do  not  know  how  the  cafe  (lands 
with  me,  there  is  a  fling  in  this  affliction,  that  none  feels  but 
myfelf ;  and,  0  !  how  intolerable  is  it  now  I  I  negle&ed  proper 
means  in  feafon  to  preferve  life,  or  mifcarried  in  the  ufc  of 
means.  I  now  fee  fuch  a  negleft,  or  fuch  a  miftake  abont  the 
means,  as  I  cannot  but  judge  greatly  to  contribute  to  that  fad 
lofs  which  I  now,  too  late,  lament. 

O  my  negligence,  O  my  rafhnefs,  and  inconfideratenefs !.  hoW 
doth  my  confeience  now  finite  me  for  my  folly  !  and  by  this  ag- 
gravate my  burden  beyond  what  is  ufually'felt  by  others.  Had 
I  feafonably  applied  myfelf  to  the  ufe  of  proper  means,  and 
kept  ftricliy  to  fuch  courfes  and  counfels  as  thofe  that  are  able 
and  skilful  might  have  prefcribed,  I  might  now  have  had  a  liv- 
ing husband,  wife,  or  child  :  whereas  I  am  now  not  only  be- 
reeved,  but  am  apt  to  think  I  have  bereaved  myfelf  of  them. 
Surely  there  is  no  forrow  like  nntb  my  forrow. 

Anfwer  1.  Though  it  be  an  evil  to  negleft,  and  flight  the 
means  ordained  by  God  for  recovery  of  health,  yet  it  is  no  lefs 
evil  to  afcribe  too  much  to  them,  or  rely  too  much  on  them: 
the  befl  means  in  the  world  are  weak  and  ineffectual,  without 
God's  afliftaoce  and  concurrence,  and  they  never  have  that  hit 
afti ftance  or  concurrence,  when  his  time  is  come ;  and  that  it  was 
fully  come  in  your  friend's  cafe,  is  manifefted  now  by  the  event. 

50  that  if  your  friend.had  had  the  mod  excellent  helps  the  world 
affords,  they  would  have  availed  nothing.  This  conflderaiioa 
takes  place  bply  in  your  cafe,  who  fee  what  the  will  of  God  is 
by  the  iflue,  and  may  not  jc  pleaded  by  any  whiift  it  remains 
dubious  and  uncertain,  as  it  generally  doth  in  time  of  (ickncfs. 
..  Anfioer  2.  Do  you  not  unjuftly  charge,  and  blame  yourfelves 
for  that  which  is  not  really  your  fault,  or  negleft  !-  How  fir 
you  are  chargeable  in  this  cafe,  will  befl:  appear  by  comparing 
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die  circumftances  you  are  now  in,  with  thofe  you  were  in  when 
your  relation  was  only  arretted  by  ficknefs  ;  and  it  was  dubious 
to  you  what  was  your  duty,  and  beft  courfe  to  take. 

Poffibly  you  had  obfervcd  fo  many  to  perifh  in  phyficians 
hands,  and  fo  many  to  recover  without  them,  that  you  judged 
it  fefer  for  your  friend  to  be  without  thofe  means*  than  to  be 
hazarded  by  them. 

Or,  if  divers  methods  and  courfes  were  prefcribed,  and  per- 
fuaded  to,  and  you  now  fee  your  error,  in  preferring  that  which 
was  moft improper,  and  neglefting  what  was  more  fafe,  and 
probable:  yet  as  long  as  it  did  not  fo  appear  to  your  understanding 
at  that  time,  but  you  followed  the  beft  light  you  had  to  guide 
you  at  that  time,  it  were  moft  unjuft  to  charge  the  fault  upon 
yourfelves,  for  chafing  that  courfe  that  then  feemed  beft  to  you, 
whether  it  were  fo  in  itfelf,  or  not. 

To  be  angry  with  yourfelves  for  doing,  or  omitting  what  was 
then  done,  or  ommitted,  according  to  your  beft  difcretion,  and 
judgment,  becaufe  you  now  fee  it  by  the  light  of  the  event,. far 
otherwife  than  you  did  before  ;  it  is  to  be  troubled  that  you  are 
but  men,  or  that  you  are  not  as  God,  who  only  can  forfee  ifTues, 
and  events ;  and  that  you  afted  as  all  rational  creatures  are 
bound  to  do,  according  to  the  light  they  have,  at  the  time  and 
jeafon  of  aftion. 

Anfvitr  3.  To  conclude,  Times  of  great  affliction  are  ordi- 
narily times  of  great  temptation,  and  it  is  ufual  with  Satan  then 
to  charge  us  with  more  fins  than  we  are  guilty  of,  and  alfo  make 
thofe  things  to  be  fins,  which,  upon  impartial  examination,  will 
not  be  found  to  be  fo. 

,  Indeed,  had  your  negleft  or  mifcarriage  been  known  or  vo- 
luntary, or  had  you  really  preferred  a  little  money  (being  able 
to  give  it)  before  the  life  of  your  relation,  and  did  deliberately 
chufe  to  hazard  this',  rather  than  part  with  that ;  no  doubt, 
then,  but  there  had  been  much  evil  of  fin  mixed  with  your  af- 
fliction ;  and  your  confeience  may  juftly  finite  you  for  it,  as  your 
fin ;  but  in  the  other  cafe,'  which  is  more  common^  and  1  pre- 
fume  yours  ;  it  is  a  falfe  charge,  and  you  ought  not  to  abet  the 
defign  of  Satan  in  it        , 

Judge  by  the  forrow  you  now  feet  by  your  friend,  in  what 
degree  he  was  dear  to  you,  and  what  you  could  now  willingly 
give  to  ranfom  his  life,  if  it  could  be  done  with  money.  Judge, 
I  fay,  by  this,  how  groundlefs  the  charge  is  that  Satan  now 
draws  up  againft  you,  and  you  are  but  too  ready  to  yield  to  the 
'truth  of  it.  N'  \h 

Pka  8 .  But  my  troubles  are  upon  a.higher  fcore,  and  account 
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my  child  Or  Mettd  is  paffed  into  eternity,  and  I  kootlr  ifot  t*i# 
it  is  with  his  tool :  were  I  fure  my  relation  Were  with  Chrift,  t 
fliould  be  quiet ;  bat  my  fears  of  the  contrary  are  overwhelm- 
ing; O  it  is  terrible  to  think  of  the  damnation  of  data  fo  dear 
tome, 

Anfmer  t.  Admit  irtiat  the  objefticta  ftppofcs,  that  yon  haft 
real  grounds  to  fear  the  eternal  condition  of  your  dear  relation ; 
yet  it  Is  utterly  uubefeemiug  you,  even  in  foch  a  cafe  a*  this,  tf 
dtfpute  with,  or  repine  againft  the  Lord 

I  do  confefs  it  is  a  fore  and  heavy  trial,  and  that  there  is  no 
Cattfe  more  lad,  and  finking  to  the  fpirir  of  a  gratfous  perfon : 
their  death  is  bat  a  trifle  to  this ;  bat  yet  if  yotr  be  fdeh  as  feat 
fhe  Lord,  methioks  his  iddifputaMe  fovereignty  over  them,  and 
his  diftingsifhfog  love  and  mercy  to  yon,  fflonld  at  leaft  fflena 
you  in  this  matter. 

Fttjt,  His  indtfputable  fovereignty  diet  then*,  Rom.  \x,  20. 
M  Who  art  thon,  Oman,  who  difptiteft  with  dod  ln  Be  {petit 
In  the  matters  of  eternal  ele&ion,  and  reprobation.  What  if  tht 
Lord  will  not  be  gracious  to  thofe  that  are  fo  dear  to  us  *  J$ 
there  any  wrong  done  to  them  or  as  thereby  ?  Aaron's  two 
Ions  were  cut  off  in  the  aft  of  fin,  by  the  Lord's  imaiediatt 
hand,  and  yet  ho  held  his  peace,  Lev.  *.  3.  God  told  Abra- 
ham plainly,  that  the  covenant  (hould  not  be  eftaMHhed  witft 
fthmael,  for  whom  he  fo  earrieftly.  prayed,  0  kt  Ijhrriael  hve 
before  thee !  and  he  knew  that  (here  was  no  falvation  out  of  the 
covenant,  and  yet  he  fits  down  fileut  under  the  word  of  the 
Lord. 

Secondly,  Bint  if  this  do  not  quiet  yon,  yet  fflethmks  hisdrf- 
tingni(hing  love  and  mercy  to  you  iboold  do  It.  O  what  dtf 
yon  owe  to  God,  that  root  and  brand)  hath  dot  been  caft  toge* 
ther  into  the  fire  f  that  the  Lord  ha.h  given  yon  good  hope, 
through  grace  that  it  (hall  be  well  with  you  for  ever.  Let  this 
ftop  your  month,  and  quiet  y«mr  fptrit,  though  you  would 
have  grounds  for  this  fear* 

Anfwer  t.  But  pray  examine  the  grounds  of  your  feat,  whe* 
ther  it  may  not  proceed  from  the  ftrength  of  your  affections  W 
the  eternal  welfare  of  your  friend,  or  from  the  fubtllty  of  Satan, 
defigning  hereby  to  overwhelm  and  fwallow  you  up  in  fuppofcd, 
as  well  as  from  juft  grounds  and  caufes  ?  In  two  cafes  it  is  very 
probable  yotft  fear  may  proceed  only  from  your  own  aflflftioo, 
or  Satan's  temptation. 

Ftrji,  If  your  relation  died  youngs  before  k  did  any  thing  M 
deftroy  your  hopes.    Or, 

Secondly,  If  grown,  and  in  Some  good  degree  hopeful  $  aoij 
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$te  &A  kAftfcfe,  brat  death,  mahifcft,  and  give  evince  of 
fetacc,  ^M*  that  iilearhefs  as  job  dcfired. 

As  to  thte  <caffc  of  ftrfadta  rh  £<taerdi,  it  is  ho'nfc  bf  orir  cbh- 
fccrn  to  jtrdgb  their  condition  $  and  as  for  thbfe  that  iprang  from 
fcowetiamed  parents,  it  becomes  nf  rd  t&erclfe  fhtat}  towards" 
them  j  the  Ibipture  ipfeaks  vtty  fatobr&l  j  Of  then*; 

Aon  as  for  the  tfiore  adilh,  who  have  tfcaped  the  f>dlliitiona 
of  the  world,  and  made  conicierice  of  fih  and  duty,  albeit  they 
tieveir  matiifefTei  whit  ydti  fcduld  defirfc  they  had  $  yet  Ih  theni* 
&s  id  young  Abrjah,  **  ihay  be  found  Tome  good  things  towards 
*«  the  Lord/*  which  yfcm  heVer  took  bbdee  bf.  Revterfcoce  bf 
^otir  afathorftjf,  bdfhfnlnefe,  ahd  ftante-facedbefs,  refetvednefs 
trf  difpo'fition,  and  nkny  other  things,  ttiay  hide  thbfe  finall 
afcd  weak  beginnings  of  grate  that  aVfe  in  children,  from  theob- 
.  legations  of  the  parents  Ood  might  fee  thar  in  them  that  you 
itefrer  fe#  >  he  dfefpifeth  btft  the  day  eft  (ball  things. 

Flowever  h  tte,  h  is  now  out  of  ybur  f  feach  ;  ybiir  fcontera  J 
itrerAt  rathet  is  tti  iffiprbve  the  affiittioH  to  your  own  gobd,  than 
|tidge  and  determine  their  condition,  which  belongs  hot  to  yoii 
but  to  God.      .       , 

f>/M  9:  O  bin  I  hafre  ftntied  in  'this  fclatidn,  ahd  bod 
fcath  ptiniftied  my  (in  id  diffolving  it.  O,  faith  one,  my  heart 
<toa$  fet  too  much  Upon  it,  I  eveft  idol&ed  it,  that  was  my  fin : 
'and,  Taith  another,  1  wanted  due  afftcYiotis,  tad  did  not  love 
itty  relation,  at  leatt  hot  fb  fpfritually  as  1  ought ;  that  <vas  mp 
fm  How  Ood  is  vifitit^  me  fbr  ail  the  hegletfri  abd  defetf* 
that  hath  been  in  trie  towards  my  relation         '  f 

jinfacr  i .  There  is  no  man  to  thoroughly  tah brined,  as  ndfc 
to  fail,  ahd  come  fliort  b  many  things  pertaining  to  bis  relative 
duties :  ahd  to  fpeak,  as  the  thing  is,  the  corruptions  of  the 
hoRert-perfohs  are  as  much  dlfeottred  in  this,  as  any  other  thinj* 
tvhatfoever ;  And  it  i*  a  very  cofhdtoh  thing  for  confidence,  hot 
only  to  charge  thefe  failures  updn  d$,  but  to  aggravate  them  to 
the  uttfioft  when  Ood  hath  ihade  the  reparation.  So  that  this  hS 
too  more  than  What  is  bfu&l,  and  very  cbmtiori,  with  pcrfons  ill 
ycftir  cafe. 

Jfn/wer  2.  Admit  that  which  the  objc&on  fiippofes,  that 
<Jod  had  fuHiftted  you  for  your  (Sid,  and  removed  that  comfort 
from  ydu,  which  yob  idoliied,  and  too  much  doted  on  ;  yet 
there  is  no  reafett  yon  fcould  be  fo  caft  down  under  your  afflic- 
tion :  For  ill  this  may  be,  and  probably  is  the  fruit  of  his  JovcJ 
to,  arid  care  of  your  fotfL*  Rev.  iii.  i£.  rte  tells  the  affii&ed, 
fur  their  comfort,  "  Whom  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chaltea."  HoW 

▼w..yh.       •  cro 


2$o  A  Token  for  Mourners. 

much  better  U  it  to  have  ao  idolized  enjoyment  taken  from  yoGr 
in  mercy,  than  if  God  (hould  fay  concerning  you,  as  he  did  el 
Ephraim,  Hofea  iv.  17.  "  He  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone, 

O  it  is  better  for  you  that  yonr  Father  now  reckons  with  yon; 
for  yonr  follies  wjth  the  rod  in  his  hand,  than  to  fay  as  he  doth 
to  fome,  let  them  go  on,  1  will  not  hinder  them  in,  or  rebuke 
them  for  their  fmful  courfes  ;  bat  will  reckon  with  them  for  all 
together  in  hell  at  lad. 

Anfwer  3.  And  as  to  what  yon  now  charge  upon  yourfelf, 
that  the  negleft  of  duty  did  fpring  from  the  want  of  love  to 
your  relation ;  your  forrow  at  parting  may  evidence  that  yotir 
relation  was  rooted  deep  in  your  affection ;  but  if  yonr  love  w» 
•  not  fo  fpiritual  and  pure,  to  love  and  enjoy  them  in  God  ;  that 
was  undoubtedly  your  An,  and  is  the  fin  of  mod  CbrtfUans,  for 
which  both  you,  and  ail  others,  ought  to  be  humbled. 

Plea  10.  God  hath  bUffed  me  with  an  eftate,  and  outward 
comforts  in  the  world,  which  I  reckoned  to  have  left  to  my  ffr 
(Verity  ;  and  now  1  have  done  to  leave  it  with,  nor  have  I  anj 
comfort  to  think  of  it ;  the  pnrpoies  of  my  heart  are  broke* 
off,  and  the  comfort  of  alt  my  other  enjoyments  blafted  by  ths 
ftroke  in  an  hour.  How  are  the  pains  and  cares  of  many  yaw 
perifhed. 

Anfwer  1.  How  many  are  there  in  the  world,  yea,  of  oar 
own  acquaintance,  whom  God  hath  either  dented,  or  deprived 
both  of  the  comforts  of  children  and  eftates  too  ?  If  be  have 
left  you  thofe  outward  comforts,  you  ought  to  acknowledge  his 
goodriefs  thereip,  and  not  to  flight  tbefe  becaufe  he  hath  de- 
prived yon  of  the  other. 

Anfwer  2.  Though  your  children  are  gone,  yet  God  hath 
many  children  left  in  the  world,  whofe  bowels  yon  may  refrelh 
with  what  he  hath  bellowed  upon  you  ;  and  your  charity  to 
them  will  doubtlefs  turn  to  a  more  conftderable  account,  than  if 
you  had  left  a  large  eftate  to  your  own  pofterity. 

Surely  we  are  not  ftnt  into  this  world  to  heap  up  great  eftates 
for  our  children  :  and  if  yon  have  been  too  eager  in  this  defigo, 
you  may  now  read  God's  juft  rebuke  of  yonr  folly.  Biefs  God 
,  you  have  yet  an  opportunity  to  fcrve  him  eminently  by  your 
charity,  and  God  deny  you  other  executors,  let  your  owa 
hands  be  your  executors,  to  diftribute  to  the  neceffity  of  the 
(hints,  that  the  bleffiogs  of  them  that  are  ready  to  perifh  may 
come  upon  you. 

Plea  1 1.  O  but  the  remembrance  of  its  witty  words,  and  pret- 
ty aft  ions,  is  wounding.  "   > 

Anfwer  1 ,  Let  it  rather  lift  up  your  hearts  to  God  in  piai£ 
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that  gave  you  lb  defirable  a  child,   than  fill  your  heart  with 
difcontcnt  at  his  hand  in  removing  it.    How  many  parents  are  • 
there  in  the  world,  whofe  children  God  hath  deprived  of  reafon 
and  understanding,  To  that  they  only  differ  from  the  beads  in  ' 
external,  fhapc  and  figure ? .  And  how  many  (hew  betimes  fo ' 
perverfe  a  temper,   that  little  comfort  can  be  expeQed  from 
them.  ' 

Anfwer  2.  Thefc  are  bnt  fmall  circumftanccs,  and  trivial 
'  things  in  themfelves ;  but  by  tbefe  little  things  Satan  manages  a 
great  defign  againft  your  foul,  to  dejefit.or  exafper^te  it :  And 
furely  this  is  not  your  bufinefs  at  this  time  ;  you  have  greater 
things  than  the  words  and  afrions  of  children  to  mind;  to ' 
iearch  out  God's  ends  in  the  affliction,  to  mortify  the  corrup- 
tion it  is  fent  to  rebuke,  to  quiet  your  hearts  in  the  will  of  God ; ' 
this  is  your  work. 

Plea  ia.  Laftly,    It  is  objected,  O  but  God  bides  his  face, 
from  me  in  my  affliction  ;  it  is  dark  within;  as  well  as  without, ' 
and  this  makes  my  cafe  more  deplorable,  greatly  afflifted,  and 
fadly  deferted. 

An/wer  1.  Though  you  want  at  prefent  fen fible  comfort,  yet 
you  have  reafon  to  be  thankful  for  gracious  fqpports.    Though ' 
the  light  of  God's  countenance  fhine  not;  upon  you,  yet  you ; 
find  the  everlafting  arms  are  underneath  you  ;   the  care  of  God \ 
worketh  for  you,  when  the  cpnfolatiqns  of  God  are  withdrawn 
from  you. 

Anfwer  2.  To  have  God  hide  his  face  in  the  time  of  trouble,  [ 
is  no  new  or  nnufual  thing;  God's  deareft  faints,  yea,  his  own; 
Son,  hath  experienced  it,  who  in  the  deeps  of  inward  and  out- 
ward  trouble,  when  wave  called  unto  wave,  felt  not  thofe  fwe$tt'' 
fcnfible  influences  of  comfort  from  God,  which  had  always  fil- 
led his  foul  formerly,    ff  Chtift  cry  in  extremity,  "My  Godt * 
**  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  Y%    Then  fure  we  need 
not  wonder,  as  if  fome  ftrange  thing  had  happened  to  us. 

Anfwer  3.  May  not  your  fobmiflire  carriage  under  the  rod 
provoke  vGod  to  hide  his  face  from  you.  Pray  conflder  it  well, 
nothing  is  more  probable  than  for  this  to  be  the  caufe  of  God's 
withdrawment  from  you.  Could  you,  in  meekneis  and' quiet- 
nefe,  receive  that  cup  your  Father  hath  given  you  to  drink  :  ac-' 
cept  the  puniihment  of  your  iniquities ;  fay,  Good  is  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  he  will :  You. 
would  foon  find  the  cafe  altered  with  you  ;  but  the  comforting 
fpirit  finds  no  delight,  or  reft,  in  a  turbulent  and  tumultuous 
bread* 

O  o  %  , 
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And  thu*  I  have  fetisged  the  molt  coniidceable  fleas  utged,  ty 
j Unification. of  oqx  ex^cflcs. 

4.  I  come  oow  10  the  latt  thing  proposed  namily  the  mean? 
of  curing  and  pre«enii*#  thefc  fwful  e*ceffes  of  fcacwqr.  foe  tk 
death  of  ohc  dear  rclatiops. 

And  although  mucb  hath  been  fad  already  f a  difliadc  frcm 
this  evil,  and  I  have  enlarged  already  much  beyond  my  firft  uv 
tonrion  ;  yet  I  (hail  cad  in  Tome  fa*tbet  help  and-  a(5fta«ce  to 
Weds  the  healing  of  thi$  diftcrapct,  by  praraibuigitbje  foUo^iaj 
rnksr  '         i 

Rule  u  |T>^/  tw«#  q»{  mourn  cxtejfcvcfy  jfot  th*  kfsf 
cr.eatu*e*cmffirUs  thin  hwatc  that  you  Jet  n&  jiovr  defaht  <w 
hv<  <jvejpvtty.  qc  woKdinatoty,  uptm*  them  V>h*#  ycu  do  crff 
*hm. 

Strong  aff  ftions  make  ftrong  affliftions ;  the  higher  the  tidr,' 
tbe  lower  the  ebb.  Ac/roftditg  ror  the  meafune  of  ouj:  deligbt 
in  the  eqjaymeitt,  U  oan  grief  in  th$  lo'^ef  tbefc  things.  Tk 
apoftle  knits  ttafc  two  graces,  temperance  and  patience,  toge- 
ther, in  the  p^ectpt.  2  Pet.  1.  16.  and  it  is  very  obfeinaJble  ho< 
iQUmpen^C?  aod  impaknee  arc  infcoa^ably  jinked  in  expert* 
enc*»  yea,  tye  experience  of  tbe  b*tt  men*  Yo*  read,  Cd. 
X^xviu  j.  "  DJow  Jf^cl  loved  Jofephmore  than  all  bis,  child**, 
*<  becaufe  be  wa$  tbe  (pn  flf  hi&  qld  age ;  and  mad*  buna  c<wt 
V  Qf  many  colour* ." 

This  was  tbe  darling  ;  Jacob's  heart  was  fo  exceedingly  ict 
ppoa  biqi/  his  very  life  wa&  bound  up-  ia  theHfe  o£  the  lad 
Now,  wlien.  Xhfi  Spoofed  death  of  bis  child  *R*  brnugb*  tabio, 
fcow,  did  lie  carry  it?'  Secrer.  34>  3?.  *VAfid  Jacob- reft  M* 
*'  cJqtbcs,  ^ri|4  put  fack cloth  upoa  hl^ioio^  ;  and  mourned  fy 
**  bis  (on  maoy  days  ;  Aqda^l  his  Ions,  and  4II  his  daugbfcft 
"  roft  ug>  to  cooj/orthim,  but  he  refilled  to  be  comforted.  Aai 
€*  he  (aid,  for  I  wtti  go  doajn  into  the  gra^a  ta  my  foa  mown- 
4C  ing.  Thus  his  fatber  wpt  for  bun," 

Hereu  as  iq  a  gWis,  are  the  eflEe&s.of  e*ceflM&e  bye  to  a  chili 
jeprefen-ted:  Here  yon  may  fee  what  work  immpdei^e^aife  wift 
t^alj^.  even  in. a. iaoftifed  b/iart. 

^  O  therefore  let  yoiu:  njoderatiou  be  known  to  all  men,  fa  1 
ypqr  delights  and  forrows.  about  earthly  things.;  foe  ordinarilj 
tfce  proportion  of*  the  one  is  anfwerabJe  tot  the  other.  | 

&.Ble  a.  If  you,  would  not  het  Qvtrwhdmei\  vrith  gfief  for  tk  | 
lofss  of  your  r editions >  b&  exaft  and  cateful  in,  difchargjng  yen*  ] 
faties  tOrthemtuhUe  you.  have,  them 

The  tt /iimony  of  your  conicience.  that  you  have  labour^ 
^d  ail  thing^  to  difcharget  he  ^uties  yoo  owed  to  your  relation* 


*l&i  th#J  were  with  you*  wiU  prow  aa  excdlmajfy  toyiour 
forrows  for  them  when  th$y  are  no  longer  yours.  It  is  pot  fa 
ntvcb  the  fog)*  a$tfUon,  a?  the  guilt  charged  upon  us  ia  times 
of  a&i&ioQ,  that  mates  ouk  load  k*  heavy. 

OwhatatcuiUe  thisg  is  ittoleok  upon  out  djcad  friends* 
wbitft  coafcUocc  is  acc*fog  and  upbraiding  us  for  exu  duties  are- 
gjk&ed,  aed  fochor  finest  fiat  c/pjawnkted  ?  0  yon  Ifrih  think 
bow  dreadful  a  fpeftacle  this  will  make  the  dead  body  of  thy 
fcntflte  fbee! 

Coqfoeaee,  if  net  qpite  ftupid  or  dead,  wiR  fpeak  at  fcck  a 
time.  O  therefore,  as  ever  you  would  provide  for  a  tomfort- 
abfcc  p*ttjftig  at  death,  <*  n*ef  agata  at  judgment ;  be  $x*ft, 
paoftu*!,  «*d  circnmfpcfr*  iaaH  youn  relative  duties* 

Rule  3.  If  j/mkwmld  n*i  be  oyerwhekmd  by  trouble  fir  the 
bf§  if  di*r  relations*  tken  turn  t*  Gvd  under  your  trautie*  and 
pmm  out  )W*r  jfaraw*  by  p**}HV%  inta  his  bojem. 

This  wilf  eafe  and  allay  your  troubles  Ble&d  be  God  for 
the  ordinance  of  prayei ;  how-  mmk  arc  all  the  faints  beholden 
to  it>  at  all  tints*  bus  efpeidajly  io  heat trfinkiag  and  diftrefsful 
ti**s  I  It  is  fam  relief,  ?»be*  in  di&refe,  we  can  pour  out 
pur  trouble  into  the  bofom  of  a,  wife,  or  faith/wl  fctieBd ;  how 
fpoch  note  when  we  leftqe  wr  complain*  before  the  gracious, 
wife,  and*  faithful  God  ?  I  told  yon  before  of  thajholy  man, 
wWhaviog  loft  Us  deac  and*  only  feu,  got  no  his  clofet,  there 
poured  oqt  his  fpul  freely  to  the  Lord,  aad  wheat  he  came  down 
to  bis  friends,  fhjal;  wci*  watting  below  to  comfort  hkx>,  and 
fcaciog  how  he  weald  bear  thai  ftroke,  became  from*  feb  duty 
with  a  eheaijfcl  countenance,  telling  them  he  would  be  content 
to  bury  a.  forV  if  it  wece  pofliblc,  every  day,  provided  be 
might  enjoy  fuch  comfort  as  his  foul  had  found  in  that  private 
bo«r. 

Go  thy.  wa]ft  Christian*  to  thy  Goo%  get  thee  to  thy  knees  ra- 
the cloudy  and  dark  day  ;  retire  from  all  creatures,  that  thou 
m«yeft  ha*e  thy  fail  feton?*  with  tfty  God,  and:  there  pour  out 
thji  heart  hutfore.  bin>,  10  fee«»  f«Uf  and  broken-hea? ted  confcf- 
fion*  of  fin  2  Jfcu<%e  thy  Wi  worthy  of  hell,  as  well  as  of  tbi* 
trooWe;  jaftify  God  in  all  his  foraiteft  ftrokes ;  beg  him,  in 
this  difkefe,  to»  pt*t  under  thee  eveilailing  arms ;  intreat  000 
fault,  one  gracious  look,  to  enlighten  thy  darknefe,  and  cbear 
thy  drooping  ipgit.  Say,,  with  the  prophet,  Jer  xvii.  17. 
"  Be  thou  not  a>  terror  to  nae ;  thou  art  my  hope  in  the  day  of 
"  evil,"  And  tgy  what  relief  fach  a  eouric  will  afford  thee*. 
SJautly,  if  thy  heart  befiocere  in  thiscoucfc,  thou  fmlt  he  able 
^0  fay  with  that  holy  man,  PTaim  xciv.  29.    "  in  the  multitude 
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"  of  my  thoughts  which  i  had  within  me,  thy  comforts  halt 

"  delighted  my  fool." 

Rule  4.  If  you  would  bear  the  lofs  of  your  dear  relations  with 
moderation,  eye  God  in  the  whole  procefs  of  the  affliction  more, 
and  fecondary  caufes  and  circumfiances  of  the  matter  lefs 

"  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth,  becanfe  thou  did* 
«  it,"  Pfal.  xxxix.  9.  Confider  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  the 
whole  matter :  And  that,  ^ 

Firft,  As  a  fovereign  hand,  which  hath  right  to  difpofe  of 
thee,  and  all  thy  comforts,  without  thy  leave  or  confent,  Job* 
xxxiii.  13.  J 

Secondly,  As  a  father's  hand  correcting  thee  10  love  sad 
faithfulnefs.  Prov.  Hi.  u.  ««  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  cor- 
«'  redeth,  as  a  father  the  fon  in  whom  he  deHghteth"  0  if 
once  you  could  but  fee  affli&ion  as  a  rod  in  a  father's  hand,  pro- 
ceeding from  his  love,  and  intended  for  your  eternal  good ;  ho* 
quiet  would  you  then  be  i 

And  furely  if  it  draws  your  heart  nearer  to  God,  and  oiort* 
fies  it  more  to  this  vain  world,  it  is  a  rod  in  the  hand  of  fpedar1 
love  :  If  it  end  in  your  lov$  10  God,  doubt  not  but  it  comer 
from  God's  love  to  you. 

Thirdly,  As  a  juft  arid  righteous  hand.  Haft  not  thou  pro* 
cured  this  to  thyfelf  by  thy  own  folly  ?  Yea,  the  Lord  is  $ 
in  all  that  is  come  upon  thee ;  whatever  he  hath  done,  yet  be 
hath  done  thee  no  wrong. 

Fourthly,  Laftly,  As  a  moderate  and  merciful  hand  that  hath 
puniihed  thee  lefs  than  thine  iniquities  deferve  :  He  that  hath 
caft  thee  into  affliftion,  might  juftly  have  caft  thee  into  bell,  it 
is  of  the  Lord's  mercy  that  thou  art  not  confumed.  Why  doth 
the  living  man  complain  ? 

Rule  5.  If  you  would  hear  your  affliclion  with  moderate** 
compare  it  with  the  afflictions  of  other  men,  and  that  will  grid* 
ly  quiet  your  fpirits* 

You  have  no  caufe  to  fay  God  hath  dealt  bitterly  with  yon, 
and  that  there  is  no  forrow  like  your  forrow :  Look  round  about 
you,  and  impartially  confider  the  condition  that  others  arc  io; 
and  they  nothing  inferior  to  you  in  any  rcfpe&.  You  had  one 
dead  child,  Aaron  had  two  at  a  ftroke,  Job  all  at  one  ftroke ;  and 
both  thefe  by  an  immediate  ftroke  from  the  hand  of  God.  Sootf 
godly  parents  have  lived  to  fee  their  children  die  in  their  fin  by 
the  hand  of  juft  ice ;  others  have  feen  them  live  to  the  difhooour 
of  God,  and  breaking  of  their  own  fpirits,  and  would  have 
efteemed  it  a  mercy  if  they  had  died  from  the  womb,  ^A 
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given  up  the  gboft  when  they,  came  out  of  the  belly,  as  Job 
{peaks, 
In  what  mifery  have  fome  parents  feen  their  children  die ! 
I  God  holding  them  as  fo  many  terrible  fpeftacles  of  mifery  be- 
f  fore  their  eyes ;   fo  that  they  have  begged  the  Lord,  with  im- 
portunity, to  let  loofe  his  hands,  and  cut  them  off;   death  be- 
ing, in  their  efteem,  nothing  to  thofe  continual  agonies  in  which 
'  they  have  feen  thepa  lie  weltering  from  day  to  day.    O  you  lit- 
I  tie  know  what  a  bitter  cup  others  have  had  given  them  to 
J  drink  ?     Surely,  if  you  compare,  you  muft  fay,  the  Lord  hath 
i  dealt  gently  and  gracioufly  with  me. 

Rule  6.  Carefully  Jbttn,  and  avo\d  whatfoevermay  renew  your 
forrow,  or  provoke  you  to  impatience. 

Increafe  not  your  forrow  by  the  fight  of,  or  difcourfes  about 
lad  objects ;  and  labour  to  avoid  them,  at  occafions  prefented 
by  the  enemy  of  your  fouls,  to  draw  forth  the  corruptions  of 
your  heart. 

I  told  you  before,  why  Jacob  would  not  have  the  child  of 
which  Rachel  died,  called  after  the  name  his  wife  had  given, 
Benoni,  the  ion  of  my  forrow ;  left  it  fhould  prove  a  daily  oc- 
casion of  renewing  his  trouble  for  the  lofs  of  his  dear  wife  ;  bat 
he  called  his  name  Benjamin. 

Your  impatience  is  like  tinder,  or  gun- powder,  fo  long  as  you 
jean  prevent  the  fparks  from  falling  on  it,  there  is  no  great  dan- 
ger ;  but  you  that  carry  fuch  dangerous  prepared  matter  in 
your  own  hearts,  cannot  be  too  careful  to  prevent  them.  Do 
by  murmuring,  as  you  do  by  blafphemous  thoughts ;  think 
quite  another  way,  and  give  no  occasion. 

Rule  7.  /»  the  day  of  your  mourning  for  the  death  of  your 
friends,  ferioufly  confider  your  own  death  as  approaching,  and 
-that  you,  and  your  dead  friend  are  difiingujfhedby  a  Jmall  inter* 
val  and  point  of  time.  %  Sam.  xi.  13.  I  fhallgo  to  him.  Sure- 
ly the  thoughts  of  your  own  death,  as  approaching  alio,  will 
greatly  allay  your  forrows  for  the  dead  that  are  gone  before 
you. 

We  are  apt  to  fancy  a  long  life  in  the  world,  and  then  thfe 
lofs  of  thofe  comforts}  which  we  promifed  ourfelves  fo  much  of 
the  lweetnefs  and  comforts  of  our  lives  from,  feems  an  intole- 
rable thing. 

But  would  you  realize  your  own  deaths  more,  you  would 
not  be  fo  deeply  concerned  for  their  deaths  as  you  are.  Could 
you  bnt  look' into  your  own  graves  more  ferioufly,  you  would 
be  able  to  look  into  your  friend's  grave  more  compofedly. 


2$6  Preparations  for  Syferirigii  » 

And  thus  T  have  finifhed  what  I  defigned  fro*  tfcU  faipWI 
The  Father  of  mercies*  and  God  of  all  comforts,  whole  fit 
jwerogativc  it  is  to  comfort  them  that  are  call  dowia,  write  al 
his  truths  upon  your  hearts,  that  they  may  atwde  there,  and  i* 
dace  your  difordercd  affc&ions  to  that  frame  which  bed  foil 
the  will  of  God,  and  the  profeffion  yon  make  of  fobjefriotttd 
resignation  thereunto. 


PREPARATIONS 

FOR 

SUFFERINGS 

O  R, 

The  belt  W  o  *  k  in  the  wofft  TfttEs, 

Wherein  the  Neceffity,  Excellency,  and  Means  of  our  rafl 
nefs  for  Sufferings  are  evinced  and  prescribed  ;  oar  Call  J 
Suffering  cleared,  and  the  great  unrcadinefs  of  many  Prof* 
fors  bewailed. 


The  EPISTLE    to    the  READER. 

IT  was  the  observation  of  the  learned  Gerfon  (when  the twdl 
was  not  fo  old,  by  many  years,  as  now  it  is)  that  mtM 
^Jtntjeens  patk*r  phantojuis  :  The  aged  world,  like  aged  p* 
foos,  dotes,  and  grows  whimfical,  raits  oJdage;'  the  truth { 
which  obfervaturo  is  confirmed  by  no  one  thing  more,  than  tK 
fond  and  ground lefs  dreams,  and  phantafmsof  tranquillity. *d 
continuing  profperity,  wherewith  the  multitude  (rieafcthet 
{elves,  even  whilft  the  fin*  of  the  times  art  fo  great,  and  * 
figns  of  the  times  fo  fed  and  fowrrag  as  they  are. 

It  is  not  the  defign  of  this  Manual  to  fcare,  and  affright  aHf 
tnm,  with  imaginary  dangers,  much  kfstofow  jealoifies,  d 
foment  the  difcontents  of  the  times;  it  being  a  jufl  matter  of  I 
lamentation,  that  ail  the  tokens  of  God's  anger  produce  tfAj 
many  of  us  no  better  fruit  but  bold  cenfares,  and  bod  cW 
mouxs,  inftead  of  humiliation  for  our  own  fins,  and  due  f^ 
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piratloa  to  take  up  our  own  crofs,  and  follow  Chrift  in  a  M* 
feriog  path,  which  is  the  only  mark  and  aim  of  this  trait. 

We  read  the  htftaries  of  the  primitive  fuffercrs,  but  sot  with 
afpirit  .prepared  to  follow  them.  Some  cenfure  them  at  too 
prodigal  of  their  blood,  and  others  commend  their  courage, 
*od  conftaucy ;  bat  where  are  they  that  fincerely  refolve,  and 
prepare  to  be  followers  of  them,  who  through  faith  and  pa* 
tience  inherit  the  promifes  ?  Heb.  vi.  12.  or  take  them  for  an 
,  "  example  of  fufferiog,  affii&ion,  and  of  patience/'  Jam.  v. 

i  iQ. 

It  Is  as  much  our  intereft,  as  it  is  our  duty,  to  be  feafonably 
awakeped  out  of  our  pleafant,  but  moft  pernicious  drowziuefs. 
Troubles  will  be  fo  much  the  more  finking,  and  intolerable,  by 
how  much  they  Ileal  upon  us  by  way  of  fufprizal.  For  look, 
as  expectation  deflowers  any  temporal  comfort,  by  fucking 
oat  much  of  the  fweetnefs  thereof  before-hand,  and  fo  we  find 
the  lefs  in  it  when  We  come  to  the  aftual  enjoyment :  So  the 
expe&ation  of  evils  abates  much  of  the  dtead  aad  terror,  by 
accuftoming  our  thoughts  beforehand  to  them,  and  making 
preparation  for  them:  So  that  we  find  them  not  fo  grievous,  a* 
mazing,  and  intolerable,  when  they  are  come  indeed. 

This  was  exemplified  to  us  very  lively  by  holy  Mr.  Bradford 
the  martyr,  whea  the  keeper's  wife  came  runnlpg  into  bis 
chamber,  faying,  *  O,  Mr  Bradford,  I  bring  you  heavy  tidings, 
4  for  to-morrow  you  mail  be  burned,  your  chain  is  now  buying, 
•  and  prefently  you  muft  go  to  Newgate/  He  put  off  his  hat, 
and  looking  up  to  heaven,  (aid,  O  Lord,  I  thank  thee  for  it ;  I  , 
have  looked  for  this  a  long  time  :  It  comes  not  fuddenly  to  me# 
the  Lord  make  me  worthy  of  it.  See  in  this  example  the  fia- 
jgular  advantage  of  a  prepared  and  ready  foul. 

Reader ;  The  cup  of  fafferings  is  a  very  bitter  cup,  add  it  i$ 
but  needful  that  we  provide  ibmewhat  to  fweeten  it,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  receive  it  with  thankfgiving  ;  and  what  thofe 
fweetenmg  ingredients  are,  and  how  to  prepare  them,  you  will 
Jure  feme  dtre&ion  and  help  in  the  following'  difcourfe ;  which 
iathjonce  already  beefTprefented  to  the  public  view ;  and  that 
it  may  at  this  time  alfo  (wherein  nothing  can  be  more  feafonable) 
become  farther  ufeful,  and  affifting,  to  the  people  «f  Cod  ia 
their  prefent  duties,  is  the  hearty  defire  of 

Thine, 

tand  the  church's 

fervant  in  Chrift  % 
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Acts  xxj.  13. 

Then  Paul  anfwered,  What  mean  ye  to  weep,  and  to  break  fKj 
heart  ?  For  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  atfo  U& 
at  Jerufalem  jor  the  name  of  the  Lord  J  ejus. 

C    H    A    P.      I. 

Wherein  the  text  is  opened,  and  the  doftrlne  propounded. 

TH  E  Divine  providence  is  not  more  fignally  difcoveredi 
governing  the  motions  of  the  clouds,  than  it  is  in  dif* 
poling  and  ordering  the  fpirits  and  motions  of  the  miniftersoi 
thegofpel,  who,  in  a  mylkical  fcnfe,  are  fruitful  clouds,  todt 
penfc  the  fliowers  of  gofpel-bleflings  to  the  world.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  clouds  is  not  fpontaneous,  but  they  move  as  thej 
are  moved  by  the  winds ;  neither  can  gofpel-minifters  chnfc 
their  own  ftations,  and  govern  their  own  motions,  but  moft$ 
when  and  where  the  Spirit  and  providence  of  God  dire&s  aoi 
guides  them ;  as  will  evidently  appear  in  that  dangerous  voyag 
to  Jerufalem  in  which  the  a  pottle  was  at  this  time  engaged 
A  As  xx.  22.  "  And  now,  behold,  I  go  bound  in  the  Spirit » 
M  Jerufalem, "  [bound  in  the  Spirit :]  Alluding  to  the  watery** 
pours  which  are  bound  up  in  clouds,  and  conveyed  accord^ 
to  the  motions  of  the  winds.  This  journey  was  full  of  danger; 
Paul  forefaw  his  bufinefs  was  not  only  to  plant  the  gofpeU 
Jerufalem  with  his  do&rine,  but  to  water  it  alfo  with  his  blood; 
but  fo  effectually  was  his  will  determined  by  the  will  of  Go4 
that  he  chearfulfy  complies  with  his  duty  therein,  whatfoefc 
difficulties  and  dangers  did  attend  it. 

And  indeed  it  was  his  great  advantage,  that  the  will  of  Cd 
was  fo  plainly,  and  convincingly  revealed  to  him  touching  tbs 
matter  ;  for  no  fqoner  did  he  employ  himfelf  to  obey  this  cat 
of  God,  but  he  is  prefently  aflaulted  by  many  ftrong  tempta- 
tions to  decline  it. 

,  The  firft  rub  he  met  in  bis  way,  was  from  the  difciplesof 
Tyre,  who  pretending  to  fpeak  by  the  Spirit,  faid  unto  Pii 
that  he  fhould  not  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  A&s  xxi.  4.  The  Uxi 
by  this  trying  the  fpirit  of  his  apoftle  much,  as  he  did  the 
young  prophet  coming  from  Judea  to  Bethel,  1  Kings  xiii.  it 
but  not  with  like  fuccefs. 

His  next  difcouragement  was  >t  Caefarea,  where  Agabw 
(whom  Dorothcus  affirms  to  be  of  the  feventy-two  difciples,  and 
had  before  prof  hefted  of  the  famine  in  the  reign  of  Claudius, 
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frhich  accordingly  came  to  pafs)  takes  Pauls  girdle,  and  binding 
ins  bwo  hands  and  feet  with  it,  faid,  «•  Thus  faith  the  Holy 
n  Ghoft,  fo  (hall  the  Jews  at  Jerufalem  bind  the  man  that  own- 
*  eth  this  girdle,  and  (halt  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  the 
l*  Gentiles,"  Acts  xxi.  1 1»  And  furelyhcwas  not  ignorant 
vhat  he  mud  expe&  whenever  he  (hould  fall  into  their  hands  ; 
pet  neither  could  this' affright  him  from  his  duty. 

But  then,  laftof  all,  he  meeteth  with  the  foreft  trial  from 
lis  deareft  frlcqds,  who  fell  upon  him  with  paifiooate  intreaties, 
pud  many  tears,  befeeching  him  to  decline  that  journey :  O 
ifiey  could  not  give  up  fuch  a  miniiter  as  Paul  was  !  this  even 
jtoelted  him  down,  and  almoft  broke  his  heart,  which  yet  was 
jafier  to  do,  than  to  turn  him  put  of  the  path  of  obedience  2 
Pfhere,  by  the  way,  we  may  note  two  things : 
1  Firft%  That  divine  precept,  not  providence,  is  to  rule  out  our 
Jray  of  duty. 

L  Secondly ,  That  no  hindrances,  or  difcouragements,  whatfo- 
jprer,  will  juftify  our  negledt  of  a  known  duty. 
|5  All  thefe  rubs  he  pafles  over  ;  alt  thefe  difcouragements  he 
Overcame,  with  this  heroic  and  truly  Chriftian  refolution  in  -the 
lext ;  u  What  mean  ye  to  weep,,  and  to  break  my  heart  ?  For 
ff  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jerufalem, 
£  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  " 
[  In  which  words  we  have, 

1.  A  loving  and  gentle  rebuke. 

2.  A  quieting  and  calming  argument. 

Firji,  He  lovingly  and  gently  rebukes  their  fond  and  inordi- 
nate forrow  for  his  departure,  in  thefe  words,  What  mean  ye 
to  weep,  and  to  break  my  heart  t  As  if  he  fhould  fay,  What 
(Bean  thefe  paffionate  intreatics,  and  tempting  tears  ?  To  what 
purpofe  is  all  this  a-do  ?  They  are  but  fo  many  fnares  of  Satan, 
to  turn  my  heart  olit  of  the  way  of  obedience  :  You  do  as 
much  as  in  you  lies  to  break  my  heart ;  let  there  be  no  more  of 
this,  I  befeech  you. 

•  Secondly,  He  labours  to  charm  their  unruly  paffions  with  a 
Very  quieting  and  calming  argument ;  For  1  am  ready,  &c. 
poifttos  *xi»9   parate  habeo*    I  am  prepared,  and  fitted  for  the 

Sreateft  fnfierings  which  Avail  befal  me  in  the  purfuit  of  my 
nty ;  be  it  a  prifon,  or  be  it  death,  I  am  provided  for  either  : 
Liberty  is  dear,  and  life  much  dearer,  but  Chrift  is  dearer  than 
fchher. 

But  what  was  there  in  all  this,  to  fatisfy  them  whofe  trouble 
It  was  to  fee  him  fo  forward  ?•    Let  the  words  be  coniidered, 
P  p  z 
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and  we  (hall  find  divers  things  in  them  to  feast?  and  qokt  tfcar 

hearts,  and  make  tfoem  willing  to  give  htm  op. 

Firjt,  I  am  ready  t  that  is,  God  hath  fitted  and  prepared  my 
heart  for  the  greatcft  fnrTeriogs ;  this  is  the  work  of  God :  fieflt 
and  blood  would  never  be  brought  to  this,  were  not  all  its  in* 
terefts  and  incliaatioos  febdued,  and  overrated  by  the  Spirit  of 
God*  What  do  ye  therefore  in  all  this,  bat  work  agaiafl  the 
deftgo  of  God,  who  hath  fitted  and  prepared  my  heart  for  thil 
ferrice  r 

Secondly,  I am  ready  t  that  is,  my  will  and  refolndoo  ftaadi! 
in  a  foil  bent,  my  heart  is  fixed,  yon  cannot  therefore  ftody  to 
do  me  a  greater  injury,  than  to  difcompofe  and  dtforder  n* 
heart  again,  by  calling  Inch  temptations  as  thefe  in  cfry  way,  a 
canfe  the  fle(h  to  rebel,  and  the  enemy  that  tt  within  to  ieoe# 
lib  oppofitim. 

Thirdly,  I  am  ready  ;  that  is,  my  heart  is  fo  fixed  to  follof 

the  call  of  God,  whatever  (hall  befal  me,  that  all  your  tears  asf 

intreaties  to  the  contrary  are  bnt  caft  away ;   they  cannot  alter 

my  fixed  pnrpofe ;  yon  had  as  good  be  quiet,  and  chearfully  tt* 

-tfgn  me  to  the  will  of  God. 

Thns  yon  fee  the  eqnipage  and  preparation  of  Paul's  fpkit  tt 
receive  both  bonds  and  death  for  Cbrift  at  Jcro&lem ;  this  made 
him  victorious  over  the  temptations  of  friends,  and  the  maiicc 
and  cruelty  of  his  enemies  :  By  this  rcacfinfcfc,  and  preparatiot 
of  his  mind,  he  was  carried  through  all,  and  enabled  to  fioiA 
|iis  conrfe  with  joy.    From  hence  the  observation  is, 

Da&.  that  it  is  a  bUfjed  and  excellent  thing,  for  tbepafl 
of  God  to  he  prepared,  and  ready  for  the  hardefi  Jervtc^ 
and  vprjt  of  jufferings,  to  which  the  lord  may  call  them* 

This  is  that  which  every  gracious  heart  is  reaching  aftoi, 
praying,  and  driving  to  obtain ;  but  ah  I  how  few  wilt  aoaiait! 
Certainly  there  are  not  many  among  the  aaaltitudes  of  the-pro* 
feflbrs  of  this  generation,  that  can  fay  as  Paul  here  did,  « Iifl 
"  ready  to  be  bound,  or  to  die  for  Chrift." 


<S    H    A    P,      II, 

fhews,  that  although  God  takes  no  delight  in  a0ZKng  his  ptpfk 
yet  he  fometimes  expofetjb  them  to  great  and  grievous  foftt* 
ingSi  nwth  a  brief  account  why,  and  how  he  calls  them  thtf* 
unto,  , 

THE  mercies  and  compaffioefs  of  God  over  hit  pofki 
lire  exceeding  great  aod  tender,  Pfal,  ciii.  13.  "  LikHJ 
"  *  father  pitieth  his  childrcQ;  &  the  l-ord  pitieth  them  m 

i 
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tfcar  him."  He  delight*  not  in  affixing  and  grieviag  them, 
m.  iit.  33.  "  He  doth  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the 
V  children  of  men."  The  fcripture  intimates  to  us  a  Teeming 
conflict  betwixt  the  juftice  and  mercy  of  God,  when  he  is  about 
to  deliver  op  his  people  into  their  enemies  hands,  Hofea  *i.  8,  £« 
f  *  How  (hall  1  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  How  (hall  1  deliver 
"  thee,  Iirael  ?  How  (hall  1  make  tbec  as  Adma  ?  How  (hall 
*  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim ?  Mine  heart  is  turned  within  me,  my 
"  repenting*  are  kindled  together/'  Which  (hews  us  with  what 
jvluftance,  and  great  unwUlingnefs  the  Lord  goes  about  Inch 
£  worfc  as  this.  The  work  of  judgment  is  his  Jfl  range  wrk9  it 
pleafes  him  better  to  execute  the  milder  attribute  ot  mercy  to* 
wards  his  children.  Hence  we  find,  when  he  is  preparing  to  exe* 
Cute  his  judgments,  that  be  delays  the  execution  as  long  as  the  ho- 
nour  of  bis  name,  and  fafcty  of  his  people  will  permit,  Jer.  xliv.  23. 
|Ie  bears  till  he  can  bear  no  longer  :  he  often  turns  away  his 
.fvratb  from  them,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  38,  39.  He  tries  them  by  lef- 
jfer  judgments,  and  gentler  corrections,  to  prevent  greater* 
Amos  iv.  6.  When  his  people  are  humbled  under  the  threaten* 
logs  of  bis  wrath,  his  heart  is  melted  into  companion  to  them, 
:Jer.  xxxi.  17,  20.  and  whenever  his  mercy  prevails  againft 
Judgment;  it  is  with  joy  and  triumph,  Jam.  ii.  13.  Mercy  re- 
Joicetb  againfi  judgment. 

For  he  feels  his  own  tender  compaifions  yerning  over  them  ; 
he  foreteeth,  and  is  noway  willing  to  gratify  the  infuhing  pride 
of  his,  and  their  enemies.  Deut  xxxii.  ad,  27.  **  I  (aid  I 
**  would  fcattcr  them  into  corners,  I  would  make  the  remem- 
"  brance  of  them  to  ceafe  from  among  men,  weie  it  not  that  [ 
"  feared  the  wrath  of  the  enemy,  left  their  adyerfarics  ftould 
4*  behave  themfelves  ftrangely,"  be. 

Yet  all  this,  notwithstanding,  it  often  falls  out,  by  the  pro- 
vocations of  his  fons  and  daughters;  that  the  Lord  gives  them 
np  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  for  the  correction  of  their 
evils,  and  the  manifeftation  of  bis  own  glory,  Seneca,  though 
a  heathen,  could  fay,  that  God  loves  his  people  with  a  raafcu* 
lioe  love,  not  with  a  womanifti  indulgence,  and  tendernefs :  If 
need  require,  they  (hall  be  in  heaviness  through  manifold  temp- 
tations, 1  Pet.  i.  6.  He  had  rather  their  hearts  (hould  be  heavy 
voder  adverfity,  than  vain  and  carelefs  under  profperity ;  the 
choiceft  fpirits  have  been  exercifed  with  the  (harpeft  fuffcr- 
ings,  and  thofc  that  now  (hinc  as  ftars  in  heaven,  have  been 
trode  under  foot  as  dung  on  the  earth,  1  Cor.  iv.  1 1,  iz,  13. 
4i  Unto  this  prefent  hour  we  both  hunger  and  thirft,  and  are 
V  aaked,  and  buffeted,  aod  have  no  certain  dwelling-place, 
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V  and  labour,    working  with  oar  own  hands;  being  reviled  ut 

V  blefs,  being  perfecutcd  we  fuftr  it,  being  defamed  we  in  treat; 
"  we  are  made  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  the  ofF-fcouring  of 
••  all  things  onto  this  day."  The  eleventh  chapter  to  the  He« 
brews  is  a  compendium  of  the  various  and  grievous  fuffirings  of 
the  primitive  feints :  "  They  were  tortured,  they  were  fawi 
44  ai  under,  were  tempted,  were  flain  with  the  (word,  they 
"  wandered  about  in  (beep- skins  and  goat-skins,  being  affiifted, 
44  destitute,  tormented,  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy; 
"  they  wandered  in  deferts,  and  in  mountains,  in  dens,  aod 
*•  caves  of  the  eatth.*'  And  fince  the  earth  hath  dried  op  thofc 
rivers  of  precious  blood,  whereof  the  facred  records  make  mat 
tion,  what  teas  of  Chriftians  blood  have  fince  thofe  days  bees 
fhed  by  bloody  perfecutors  ?  Hiftories  inform  us,  that  io  the 
ten  primitive  perfections,  fo  many  of  the  faints  and  martyrs  of 
Jefos  Chrift  have  been  flain,  as  that  you  may  allow  five  thoofaoj 
a  day  to  every  day  in  the  whole  year.  Thofe  bloody  emperort 
fported  themftlves  with  the  deaths  of  God's  deareft  faints;  many 
precious  Chriftians  were  burnt  by  night  at  Rome,  to  ferra 
as  torches  to  light  their  enemies  in  their  paflfage  through  the 
ftrects ;  eight  hundred  thoufand  martyrs  are  mentioned  with* 
the  fpace  of  thirty  years,  fince  the  Jefuits  arofe  out  of  the  bot* 
tomlefs  pit. 

To  what  grievous  fufFerings  did  the  Lord  give  up  tfaoie  pre* 
dons  fervants  of  Chrift,  the  Waldenfes,  and  Albigenfes,  wfeo 
received  the  light  of  reformation  about  the  year  12^0  whea 
the  fogs  of  Antichriftiao  darknefs  had  overfpread  the  earth !  * 
people  found  in  judgment,  as  appears  by  their  letters,  catc- 
chifms,  and  coufeffions,  which  are  extant ;,  a  people  of  a  fio> 
pfe,  plain,  and  inofFen five  behaviour  :  Yet,  with  what  fury  aod 
rage  did  that  impious  pope  Pius  perfecute  them  to  deftruclk»! 
driving  them  into  the  woods  and  mountains,  except  the  aged,  aod 
children  that  could  not  flee,  who  were  murdered  in  the  wap 
Some'famifhcd  in  the  caves,  and  clefts  of  the  rocks  ;  others  en- 
dured the  rack  for  eight  hours  together;  fome  beaten  with  iron 
rods,  others  thrown  from  the  tops  of  high  towers,  and  dafbed 
to  pieces. 

What  bloody  fhamblcs,  and  flaughter-houfes,  have  France, 
Ireland,  and  England,  been  made  by  popifh  cruelty  r  More 
might  be  related  out  of  each  ftory,  than  a  tender-hearted  read- 
er is  abfe  to  bear  the  rchearfal  of.  But  what  God  hath  done, 
he  may  do  again  :  We  are  not  better  than  our  fathers,  difaal 
clouds  of  indignation  are  gathering  over  our  beads,  charged 
with  double  deftru&ion ;  fhould  the  Lord  pleafe  to  make  theft 
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break  upon  us  \  we  cannot  imagine  the  rage  of  Satan  to  be  a- 
bated,  now  that  his  kingdom  haftens  to  its  period,  Rev.  xii.  1 2. 
nor  are  his  inftruments  grown  lef*  cruel,  and  skilful  to  deftrpy. 
The  land,  indeed,  hath  enjoyed  a  long  reft,  and  this  generation 
is  acquainted  with  little  more  of  martyrdom,  than  what  the  hU 
ftories  of  former  times  inform  us  of:  But  yet  let  no  man  befool 
bimfelf  with  a  ground lefs  expectation  of  continuing  tranquillity; 
Anguftine  thinks  that  the  bloody  fweat  which  over-ran  the  body 
of  Chrift  10  the  garden,  figriified  the  fnarp  and  grievous  fufFer- 
ings  which  in  his  myftical  body  he  fhould  afterwards  endure  ; 
and  indeed  it  is  a  truth,  that  thefe  are  alio  called  the  remains  of 
Chrift's  fufferings,  Col.  i-  24.  His  perfonal  fufferings  were  in- 
deed compleated  at  his  refurreftion,  that  cup  was  full  to  the, 
brim,  to  which  no  drop  of  fufferings  can  be  added ;  but  his  fuf- 
ferings  in  his  myftical  body  are  not  yet  full ;  by  his  perfonal  fuf- 
ferings he  fully  fatisfied  the  wrath  of  Cod,  but  the  fufferings  of 
his  people  have  not  yet  fatisfied  the  wrath  of  men  :  Though 
millions  of  precious  faints  have  (hed  their  blood  for  Chrift, 
whole  fouls  are  now  crying  under  the  altar,  flow  long,  Lordl 
how  long!  yet  there  are  manv  more  coming  on  behind,  in  tbe 
lame  path  of  perfecution,  and  much  Chriftian  blood  muft  yet 
be  (bed,  before  the  myftery  of  God  be  finiftied  ;  and  notwith* 
(landing  this  lucid  interval,  tbe  clouds  ftera  to  be  returning 
again  after  the  rain.  Thus  you  fee  to  what  grievous  fufferings 
the  merciful  God  hath  fome times  called  his  deareft  people. 

Now  God  may  be  faid  to  call  fofth  his  people  to  fuffer,  when 
he  fo  hedgeth  them  in  by  providence,  that  thefe  is  no  way  to 
cicape  fuffering,  but  by  finning;  whatsoever  providence  labours 
with  fuch  a  dilemma  as  this,  is  a  plain  fignifkation  or  God's 
will  to  us  in  that  cafe.  We  may  not  now  expec>  extraordinary 
calk  to  fuffering  work,  as  fome  of. the  faints  had  of  old,  Gen.  xxii. 
2.  Afts  ix*  j6.  but  when  our  way  is  fo  (hut  up  by  providence, 
that  we  cannot  avoid  fuffering,  but  by  ftepping  over  the  hedge 
of  the  command,  God  will  have  us  look  upon  that  exigence  as 
his  call  to  fuffer  :  And  if  the  reafons  be  demanded,  why  the 
Lord,  who  is  fo  inclined  to  mercy,  doth  often  hedge  in  hi$ 
own  people,,  by  his  providence,  in  a  fuffering  path ;  let  us 
know,  that  in  io  doing,  he  doth  both, 

1 .  Illuftrate  his  own  glory.     And, 

2.  Promote  his  people's  ha ppincfs. 

Firft,  Hereby  the  moft  wifirGod  doth  illuftrate  the  glory  oF 
his  ovvn  mm  .  clearing  up  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jiis  ways  by 
the  fufferings  of  his  own  people  :  By  this  the  world  (hall  fee, 
that  how  well  foever  he  loves  them;  he  will  not  indulge  or  pa- 
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ttouize  their  fios;  if  they  will  be  fo  dlfingenuoos  toaudett 
favours,  he  will  be  fo  joft  to  make  them  fuifer  for  their  fios, 
and  by  thofe  very  fufTerines  will  provide  for  his  own  glory, 
Which  was  by  them  clouded  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  He  hates 
not  fia  a  jot  the  lefs,  becaufe  it  is  found  in  his  own  people, 
Amos  iii.  2.  And  though,  for  the  magnifying  of  his  mercy, 
he  will  pardon  their  fins,  yet,  for  the  clearing  of  his  righteorf 
fiefs,  he  w'dl  take  vengeance  upon  their  inventions,  Wi 
xclx.  ». 

Moreover,  by  expofing  his  people  to  foch  grievous  fofl* 
Sags,  he  gives  a  fit  opportunity  to  manifeft  the  glory  of  his  pow* 
er  in  their  Jupport,  and  of  bis  wlfdbm,  in  the  marvellous  wajs 
tf  their  efcape  and  deliverance.  It  is  one  of  the  greateft  wor< 
ders  in  the  world,  how  the  church  fubfifts  under  fuch  fierce  and 
frequent  afTaults  as  are  made  upon  it  by  its  enemies.  "  I  wnl 
44  turn  afide  ((aid  Mofes)  and  fee  this  great  fight,  why  the  baft 
"  is  not'eonfumed,"  Exod.  iii.  3.  That  flaming  bufh  wast 
lively  emblem  of  the  opprefled  chnrdh  in  Egypt ;  the  crickliflg 
flames  noted  the  heat  of  their  perfection,  the  remaining  « 
the  bu(h  unconfbmed  in  the  flames,  figntfied  the  wooderfil 
power  of  God  In  their  prefervation  :  No  people  are  fo  privileg- 
ed, fb  pfotefted,  fo  delivered,  as  the  people  of  God.  Mod 
lefs  opposition  than  hath  been  made  againft  the  church,  hi* 
overturned,  and  utterly  deftroyed,  the  mighty  monarchies  of 
the  world. 

#  -_ Sic  Medus  ademit 

Affyrio,  Medoque  tulif  m$deramins  Perfis9 
s  Subjects  Per/en  Maud»%  tejurus  et  ipje 

Romans*—— 

•  AffyriaV  empire  thus  the  Mede  d'nl  (hake, 

•  The  Perfiad  next,  the  pride  of  Media  brakes 

*  Then  Perfia  funk  by  Macedonia  preft, 

*  That,  in  its  turn,  fell  by  Rome  at  raft/— — 

And  no  lefs  admirable  is  the  wifdora  of  God,  in  fruffrarinj 
and  defeating  the  mod  deep,  and  defperate  defignsof  hell* 
gain  ft  his  poor  people.  Now,  you  may  fee  the  moft  mkGd 
going  beyond  a  malicious  and  fubtle,  devil,  overturning  10 l 
moment  the  deep  laid  defigns,  and  contrivances  of  many  years. 
.and  that  at  the  very  birth  and  point  of  execution,  Efth.  *\  u 
(baring  the  wicked  in  the  works  of  their  own  hands;  making 
their  own  tongues  to  fall  upon  them  %  working  oat  foch  nor- 

*  Ciaudian,  tib%  3.  in  laudes  Stillkoncs. 


telloQs  Inflations  with  his  qwd  hand,  as  fills  them  $tlh  aflfo- 
niftunent  and  wonder.  J?fal.  exxvi.  7.  "  When  the  Lord  turn- 
■'  ed  back  the  capuvity  of  Zion,  we  Were  like  them  that 
"dreamed." 

peconfly,  &$  God  provides  for  his  own  glory,  by  the  fufFe> 
jngs  and  troubles  of  his  people ;  fo  he  ad? anceth  their  happi- 
*efc,~  and  greatly  promotes,  their  intereft  thereby. 

For,  tirfi, ,  Thefe  troubles  are  ordered  as  fo  many  occafiqos 
jtnd  mean?  to  mortify  the  corruptions  thai  are  in  their  heart** 
there  are  rank  weeds  fpringing  up  in  the  beft  foil,  which  need 
fuch  winter  weather  to  rot  them :  And,  certainly,  if  we  reckon 
humility,  beavenly*mindednefs,  contempt  of  the  world,  apd 
longing  defires  after  heaven*  to  be  the  real  intereft  and  advantage 
jtf  the  church  ;  then  it  ts  evident,  nothing  fo  much  promotes 
their  intereft,  M  a  fuifcring  couditioo  doth :  Adverfity  kills 
|hofe  corruptions  Which  prosperity  bred. 

Secondly,  By  thefe  trials  their  ftocerity  is  cleared,  to  the  joy 
and  fatisfaftion  of  their  own  hearts ;  many  a  doubt  aft)  fear, 
which  had  long  entangled  and  perplexed  them,  is  removed  aft! 
jaofweretf.  When  adverfity  hath  given  them  proof,  and  trial 
of  their  own  hearts,  one  (harp  trial  wherein  God  helps  its  JO 
he  faithful,  will  do  more  to  fatisfy  our  fears,  and  refolve  our 
doubts,  than  all  the  fermons  that  ever  We  heard  in  our  Uvea 
could  do. 

Thirdly,  Thefe  fufFerings  and  trials  of  die  church,  are  ordain* 
*&  to  free  it  of  abundance  of  hypocrites,  which  were  Its  re- 
.proach,  as  Well  as  burden,  Amosix.  9,  to.  AAiAion  is  a  fur* 
nacje  to  feparaVc  the  drofs  from  the  awe  pure  and  noble  gold* 
Multitudes  of  hypocrites,  like  flies  in  a  hut  fnmmcr,  are  gene' 
fated  by  the  church's  profberity ;  but  this  winter  weather  kills 
them  :  Many  gandy  profeflbrs  grow  within  the  indofure  of  the 
<hurch,  like  beautiful  flowers  in  the  field,  where  they  (land* 
during  its  peace  and  prosperity,  in  the  pride  and  bravery  of 
their  gifts  and  profoflioos  ;  but  the  wind  pafleth  over  them, 
tad  they  are  gone,  and  their  places  frail  know  them  no  more ; 
to  allude  to  that  in  Pfalm  ciii.  16.  Thunder  and  lightning  is 
Very  terrible  weather,  but  exceeding  ufcful  to  purify  and  cleanfe 
.the  air. 

Fwrtbly,  The  church's  fufFerings  are  ordered  and  fanftified, 
to  endear  them  to  each  other.  Times  of  common  faffering, 
are  times  of  reconciliation,  and  greater  endearments  among  the 
people  of  God  ;  never  more  endeared,  than  when  moft  perse- 
cuted ;  never  more  united,  than  when  nwft  fcattered,  MaL  Si. 

Vol.  Vft  .         «La 
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a  7.  *'  Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord,  ipake  often  one  td  ab| 
**  thcr."     Certainly  there  is  fomethiog  in  oar  fellowihip  id  tl 
fame  fufferings,  that  is  endearing  and  engaging;    bnt  therej 
much  more  in  the  difcoveries  that  perfecntion  makes  of  the  6 
cerity  of  our  hearts,  which,  it  may  be,  was  before  entertain 
with  jealoufy  ;  and  there  is  yet  more  than  all  this  in  the  I 
proofs  of  the  rod,  whereby  they  are  humbled  for  their  prii 
wantonoefs,  and  bitternefs  of  their  fpirits  to  each  other,  a 
made  to  cry,  in  the  fenfe  of  thefe  tranfgreffions,  as  P&l.  bo. 
*'  Remember  not  againft  us. former  iniquities." 

Laftfy,  By:  thefe  troubles  and  dift reffes,  they  are  awakened 
their  dtfties,  and  taught  to  pray  more  frequently,    fpiriti 
and  fervently,     Ah !  what  d  row  fine  (s  and  formality  is  apt 
creep  in  upon  the  belt  hearts,  in  the  time  of  profperity 
when  the  ftorm  rifes,  and  the  fea  grows  turbulent  and  r; 
now  they  cry,  as  the  difciples  to  Chrift,   Lord,  fave  us, 
ferijb.     They  fay  mufic  is  fweeteft  upon  the  waters  j  I  am 
the  fweeteft  melody  of  prayer  is  upon  the  deep  waters  of  a 
tion  :  For  thefe,  among  many  other  righteous,  wife,  and  ho 
ends,  the  Lord  permits  and  orders  the  perfections  and  diiW 
fes  of  his  people. 


CHAP.      III. 

Shews  f  that  it  is  ufual  with  Cod  to  premonifh  his  people  off 
proaching  trials  and  fufferings  s  with  feme  account  of the  a* 
tier  how,  and  the  reqfon  why  he  fo  forewarns  them. 

AS  Paul  had  many  clear  premonitions  and  fore-notices  of  * 
fufferings  that  (hould  befal  him  at  Jerufalem,  that  he  migk 
not  be  furprized  by  them  when  they  came  ;  fo  it  is  ufoal  w* 
God  (though  not  in  fuch  an  immediate  and  extraordinary  a  ma- 
ner)  to  admoatfh  the  world,  and  efpeciaily  his  own  people, « 
great  trials  and  fufferings  before- hand.  Amos  tii  7.  "  Sordf 
"  the  Lord  will  do  nothing,  but  he  ifevealeth  his  fecrets  u»* 
"  his  fervants  jhe  prophets." 

Thus,  when  he  was  about  to  bring  the  flood  upon  the  wort! 
he  gave  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  warning  of  it  before* 
came,  Gen.  vi.  3.  and  when  he  was  to  deftroy  Sodom,  k 
faith,  Gen.xviii.  17.  "  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  the  thing 
"  that  I  do  ?"  And  the  like  difcovery  he  made  about  tbe&tc 
judgment,  to  Lot,  Gen.  xix.  12,  13,  14.  So  when  the  cap"*- 
ty  of  the  Jews  was  nigh  a£  band,  the.  people  had  many  fa* 
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wrings  of  it ;  God  forewarned  them  both  tnmifleriaBy  and 
frorhdentially ;  he  warned  them  by  the  prophets,  Ezek.  iii.  17. » 
"  Hear  the  word  of  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning  from 
*'  me  "  And  when  the  time  drew  nigh  to  execute  the  judg- 
ment determined  upon  jerulalem,  and  the  temple,  how  plainly 
did  Chrift  foretel  them  of  it  ?  Luke  xix.  43,  44.  "  Thine 
"  enemies  (hall  caft  a  trench  about  thee,  and  compafs  thee 
u  round,  and  keep  thee  in  on  every  fide,  and  (hall  lay  thee  c- 
M  ven  with  the  ground,  and  thy  children  within  thee.** 

And  when  the  ftorm  was  juft  ready  to  fall,  *  their  own  hifto*  ' 
rian  tells  us,  a  voice  was  heard  in  the  temple,  faying,  Migre*- 
mus  kinc,  Let  us  go  hence.    *  Which  voice  f  TacitU9  alfo  men- 

*  tions  in  his  annals,  affirming  it  to  be  more  than  a  humaa 
4  voice,  telling  them  God  was  departing)  and  that  it  was  ac- . 
*<companied  with  a  rufhing  noife,  as  of  perfons  going  out., 
'  Thefe  were  extraordinary  warnings.'  The  like  figns  have  , 
been  given  to  divers  other  nations,  by  dreadful  eclipfes  of  the; 
heavenly  bodies,  portentous  comets,  earthquakes  f  and  other  figns, 
•of  judgment.  \ 

Now,  though  we  have  no  ground  to  expeft  fuch  extraordi- 
nary warnings,  yet  we  have jhe  moft  apparent  and  certain  figns* 
of  approaching  calamities ;  after  which,  if  they  furprize  us,, 
the  fault  muft  lie  in  our  ©wn  inexcufable  negligence ;  for  we  have 
a  (landing  rnle  to  govern  ourfelves  in  jhis  matter,  and  that  is  this ; 
'  When  the  fame  fins  are  found  in  one  nation,  whkh  have.. 
'  brought  down  the  wrath  of  God  upon  another  nation,  it  i$, 
4  an  evident  fign  of  judgment  at  the  door;  for  God  is  unchange* 

*  able,  juft,  and  holy,  and  will  not  favour  that  in  one  people, 

*  which  he  hath  puoifbed  kfanqthcr,  nor  blefs  that  in  one  age/ 

*  .which  he  hath  curfed  .  in  another.'  Upon  this  very  ground  it 
was,  that  the  apoftie  warned  the  Corinthians,  by  the  example  of 
the  Ifraelites,  whofe  fins  had  ruined  them  in  the  wildernefs, 
1  Cor.  x-  6.  "  Now  thefe  things  were  our  examples,  to  the  in* 
"  tent  we  (hould  not  luft.  after  evil  things,  as  they  alfo  Tufted." 
As  if  he  (hould  fay,  Look  upon  thoie  dead  bodies  which  are, 
as  it  were,  caft  up  upon  the  fame  fcriptqre-fhore  for  a  warning 
to  you  :  Follow  not  the  fame  courfe,  left  you  meet  in  the  fame 
corfe ;  if  you  tread  the  fame  paths,  expeft  the  fame  punifh- 
ment.  God  is  as  righteous  now,  as  he  was  then  ;  he  hates*, 
and  will  punifh  fin  in  you,  as  much  as  he  did  in  them. 

#  Jofephus  de  hello  Jud;  lib.  7.  cap.  2i 
*  t  Audita  major  humana  vox  excedere  Deoss  Jtihul  ingens  mot  us 
fxceJentium.     Tacitus,  lib.  21. 
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Ifet  as  therefore  confider  what  thofe  provocation*  *itct  H 
battened  the  wrath  of  God  apod  hi*  6W0  Ifrael,  a  people  M 
Were  oigh  and  dear  onto  Him ;  a  people  upon  Whom  be  fpeirt* 
much  of  the  riches  of  his  patience,  as  updo  any  people  m  A 
world ;  th#t  (b  we  may  reckon  whereabout  We  are  at  tMb  dlfl 
and  what  it  like  to  be  the  lot  of  this  finfal  and  ptatoking  #• 
neratioo;  and  we  fliaH  find,  by  the  content  of  all  the  propks, 
l&it  thefe  fins  were  the  immediate  forerunner*,  i&d  proper  at 
Its  of  their  overthrow. 

Firfi,  tht  great  dorroptioa  of  God's  woribip  attbog  then 
luridfed  his  wrath,  and  hafleikd  that  ftf*,  PW.  en.  39, 4*,  44 
4*.  *  They  were  defied  with  their  own  Works,  and  #tou< 
*'  whoring  with  their  own  inventions ;  therefore  was  the  *m> 
*<  of  God  kindled  agamflhisown  people,  hrforiucft  that  he  A 
4$  horred  his  own  Inheritance,  and  he  gave  them  into  the  hi 
*  •  of  the  hcathtd,  and  they  that  hated  them  ruled  over  (bat; 
"  their  anemia  alfo  opprefled  them,  and  they  Were  brought  M 
«•  fnbjeQion  ooder  their  hand."  They  that  wiB  not  besrik 
golden  yoke  of  Chrift,  (ha(I  be  galled  with  the  iron  yoke  of  *H| 
nothing  more  provokes  the  anger  of  God,  than  the  adulters^ 
pf  his  worthip ;  a  man  will  bear  a  thoufaod  infirmities  in  tfc 
Wife  Of  bis  bofom,  but  aqfaithfulnefc  in  the  arfarfiage-caremtf 
breaks  his  heart.  After  the  manner  of  teett,  fo  abttfed  and  gric* 
tfd,  the  Lord  e*preffcth  fcimfelf,  Ezek.  Vi.  0,  "  I  am  broken  mt 
"  their  Whorith  b$art,  which  hath  departed  from  me,  itiirib 
"  thefr  eyes  that  go  a  whoring  after  their  idols/'  Mtn  cata* 
invent  a  forer,  *nd  fpeedier  Way  to  their  own  ruin,  tfofift 
.  bring  their  own  inventions  into  God's  worftitp. 

Secondly,  incorrigible  obftipacy  and  impeniteucy,  odder  grit 
ler  flrokes,  and  lefler  judgments,  makes  way  for  otter  rurn  m 
defolation,  £mos  i v.  from  the  6th  to  the  1 2th  verfe.  Scaraft 
Jbildews,  peftilence,  aqd  (Word,  had  Veen  tried  upon  them,  W 
Without  eflett ;  fof  the  reriaoant  that  efcaped  thofe  jodgntoj* 
(atthough  plucked  as  fo  many  brands  out  of  the  fire,  in  whid 
<heir  Cel)qw  ligntrs  periled)  were  not  reformed  by  thofe  geafe 
and  modgrated  judgments. 

Thirdly,  Stupidity,  and  fenfelefkneft  of  6od'3  hand,  andtk 
tokens  of  his  anger,  was  a  provoking  caufe,  add  forertfoniogo 
tjteir  national  defolatibo;  they  neither  faW  the  hand  of  God 
when  it  Ws^nftcid  op,  nor  humbled  tbemftlves  tinder  it*ta* 
was  laid  on  ;  the  hand  of  Clod  is  then  faid  to  be  Ufted  up,  vta 
the  providences*  of  God  prepare  and  poilore  tbemfclvesfar*f 
KgUftion.  When  the  clouds  of  judgment  gather  jover  our  M* 
Wi  PPW  b^cr  aqd  blanker*  a£  theirs  $4  upon  them,  yd  * 
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vpori  us it  this  day,  tat  they  took  00  notice  of  H,  If*  fckvi.  1 1. 
V  Lord,  when  thy  hand  it  lifted  up,  they  wilt  not  ice  f  an* 
(which  »  die  height  of  ftftpidity)  they  all  remained  fenfoWa, 
and  regardlefs,  when  the  hand  ot  God  was  /am/  upon  them.  Jfe. 
gtti.  2^r  2;.  "  Who/gave  Jacob  for  a  fpcil,  and  lirael  to  the  rob* 
"  bers  i  Did  not  die  Lord,  he  againft  whom  we  have  finned  f 
"  lot  they  would  not  walk  i»  bis  way*,  neither  were  they  ehtf~ 
"  die&r  to  hw  law.  Therefore  he  hith  poured  upon  them  the 
u  fury  of  bis  anger,  ami  the  ftrength  of  battle ;  and  it  hath  fef 
4t  han*oa  fire  rourid  atom,  yet  he  knew  not ;  and  it  taraed 
u  him,  yet  he  laid  it  not  tv  heart." 

O  prodigious  iottHhoefs !  It  was  not  feme  froall  drop*  of 
God's  anger,  bat  the  futy  <f  bis  anger ;  not  fome  lighter  sMr-r 
uriih  of  his  judgments  with  them,  but  tbefrengtb  $/  iaette  1 
It  wa»  not  feme  particular  rtfoke  upon  fi&gk  perfons,  or  femi* 
lies,  but  ii  fet  hm  sn  fire  reund  ahufr  a  general  conflagration  j 
yet  all  this  would  not  awatfcen  them*    . 

Fourthly,  The  perfection  of  God's  faithful  mlniftert,  and 
people,  was  another  Sm  that  procured/  and  a  figa  that  foretold 
the  deftruftion  of  their  nation,  a  Ctiron.  *&*vi*  15,  16.  «*  And 
"  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers  feat  to  them  by  his  mefleogcrs^ 
"  rifing  up  betimes,  and  fending ;  becaufe  be  had  compaiton. 
•  *  on  his  people,  and  on  his  dwelling-place :  but  they  mocked 
44  the  mei&ngers  of  God,  and  ddpifed  His  words,  and  mtfufcd 
"  his  prophets,  until  the  wrath  df  the  Lord  arefe  againft  hit  , 
44  pedple*  till  thete  was  no  remedy."  There  were  alio  a  num- 
ber of  upright  fools  among  them,  who  defired  to  worihip  God 
liccording  to  his  own  prefcrtption  ;~but  afnare  was  laid  for  then* 
in  Mfepeh,  and  a  net  fpread  for  theib  upon  Tabor,  Hot  v/r. 
and  this  battened  judgment  towards  them :  Mixpeh  and  Tabor 
*r ere  places  lying  in  tho  way  betwixt  Samaria  and  Jerufaltm, 
where  the  true  yorftrip'of  God  was  2  and  in  tbofe  plates  fpies 
were  let  by  the  priefts  to  obferve,  and  inform  againft  them ;  f» 
that  it  belkme  very  hazardous  to  attend  the  putt  and  incorrupt 
Worfhip  of  God,  which  quickly  baJtened  on  their  ruin. 

Fifthly,  The  removal  of  godly  and  ufeftil  men  by  death,  iii 
snore  than  ordinary  hafle,*was  to  them  a  figo  of  deviation  at 
hand.  Ife.  Ivii.  1.  M  The  righteous  periiheth,  and  no  man  lay- 
"  eth  it  to  heart ;  and  metciful  men  are  taken  away,  done  con* 
41  fidering  that  the  righteous  Is  taken  away  front  the  evil  to 
"  come."  in  this  cafe  God  afts%  towards  his  people,  as  the 
hnfbandman  in  a  catching  harveft  doth  by  his  corn ;  be  hurries  . 
|t  with  a  fliufflidg  hafte  into  the  barn,  when  be  fees  a  ftormr 
f otojng ;  or  ai  a  careful  fttfaer  with  his  fons  that  are  abroad  at 


3*a  Prepar&tims- for  Sufferings:  '©£  * 

fchool,  who  fends  his  horfe  to  fetch  them  home  fpeedily,  when 
he  hears  the  plague  is  begun  in  the  place.  Upon  this  ground 
the  prophet  Micah  bewails  himfelf,  Micah  vii.  i.  "  Wo  is  me, 
"  for  I  am  as  when  they  have  gathered  the  fummer-fruits,  as  the 
49  grape  gleanings  of  the  vintage,  there  is  no  cinder  to  eat ;  my 
"  foul  defired  the  firft  ripe-fruit."  £,  d.  Alas !  alas  !  what 
ttilerable  days  are  at  hand!  what  miferies  muft  1  expeft  to  fee ! 
The  pleafent  clutters,  (i.e.)  the  focieties  of  tbe  faints,  are  gather- 
ed away  by  the  hand  of  death  ;  there  are  but  few  that  remain, 
here  and  there  a  Angle  faint,  like  grapes  after  the  vintage  is  done, 
two  or  three  upon  the  utmoft  branches. 

Sixthly,  The  general  decay  of  the  life  and  power  of  godli- 
nefs  among  them  that. were  left,  foreboded  dcflru&ion  at  tbe 
door :  this  is  both  a  provoking  fin,  and  a  forerunning  figo  of 
.national  calamity.  Holea  iv.  ifc.  Their  drink  is  Jdwre.  A  mc*. 
taphor  lively  expreffing  the  deadnefs  and  formality  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  worfhip  of  God.  It  was  like  fowre,  or  dead  drink,, 
which  hath  loft  its  fpirit  and  relHh,  and  is  become  flat.  Such 
were  their  duties  ;  nofpiritnal  Kfe,  affe&ion,  or  favour  in  them: 
they  heard,  as  if  they  heard  not,  and  prayed,  as  if  they  pray* 
ed  not ;  *  the  ordinances  of  God  were  to  them  as  the  ordinances 
of  men,  of  which  the  apoftle  faith,  that  they  perifli  in  the 
tiling. 

Seventhly,  To  conclude ;  Mutual  animofities,  jars,  and  dm* 
fioos,  were  to  them  manifeft  fymptoms  of  national  calamines' 
and  defolations :  for  then  Ephraim  envied  Judah,  and  Judah 
vexed  Ephraim,  Ifa.  xi.  13-  Hofea  ix.  7.  "  The  days  of  vifita- 
**  tion  are  come,  the  days  of  recompence  are  come,  Ifrael  fhafl 
*'  know  it :  The  prophet  is  a  fool,  the  fpiritual  man  is  mad,  for 
"  the  multitude  of  thine  iniquities,  and  the  great  hatred." 

When  fuch  fymptoms  of  God's  indignation  do  appear  upon 
any  people,  the  Lord,  by  them,  as  by  fo  many  glaring  meteors, 
and  blazing  comets,  forewarns  the  world  that  his  judgments  are 
near,  even  at  the  door.  Thefe  figns  all  men  ought  toobfervc, 
and  behold  with  trembling.  If  you  ask,  Why  doth  God  ufualfy 
give  fuch  warnings  of  his  indignation  before  it  comes  ?  Tbe 
reaions  are, 

1 .  To  prevent  the  execution. 

2.  To  make  them  more  tolerable. 

*  3.  To  leave  the  incorrigible  inexcufable* 

'Firft,  Warning  is  given,  with  defign  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  judgments,  Amos  iv.  12.  "  Therefore  thus  will  I  do 
"  unto  thee,  O  Ifrael ;    and  becaufe  I  will  do  this  unto  thee, 

prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  O  ilirael  ?  (u  e.J  Prepare  tbyfcll 
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to  meet  me  in  the  way  of  my  judgments,  by  humiliation  and 
interceffion,  to  preveut  the  execution.  And  what  die  was  the 
dcfign  of  God  in  fending  Jonah  to  that  great  city  Nineveh,  but 
to  excite  them  to  repentance  for  the  prevention  of  their  ruin.  * 
This  Jonah  knew  to  be  the  Lord's  meaning,  how  pofitive  foever 
the  words  of  his.  commiflioa  were  ;  and  therefore  he  declined  the 
meffage  to  fecure  his  credit ;  knowing,  that  if  upon  warning 
Sgiven  they  repented,  the  gracious  nature  of  God  would  foon 
melt  into  companion  over  them,  and  free-grace  would  make  him 
appear  as  a  liar ;  for  fo  we  mud  expound  his  words,  Jonah  iv.  2. 
I"  Was  not  this  my  faying,  when  I  was  yet  in  my  country  ? 
"  Therefore  I  fled  before  unto  Tarthifh  :  for  I  knew  that  thou 
t"  art  a  gracious  God,  and  merciful,  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great 
'{'  kiadnefs,  and  repented  thee  of  the  evil."  j^.  d.  Yea,  Lord, 
tJ  knew  before-hand  it  would  come  to  this ;  thou  fended  me  po- 
sitively to  denounce  thy  judgments  to  Nineveh,  mean  time  de- 
I  firing  nothing  more  than  that  the  execution  of  them  might  be 
'prevented  by  their  repentance.  And  thus  thy  mercy  hath  ex* 
pofed  my  reputation,  in  faying  them  from  deftru&ion. 

Secondly,  God  forewarns  his  people  of  judgments,  to  make 
i  them  more  tolerable  when  they  corner  expected  evils  are  nothing 
fo  heavy,  as  thofe  that  come  by  furprizal ;  for  look,  as  the  long 
expectation  of  a  mercy  makes  it  lefs  fweet,  our  thoughts  hav- 
ing anticipated  and  fucked  out  much  of  the  fweetnefs  before- 
hand; fo  the  expectation  of  judgments  before  they  befal  us,' 
make  them  lefs  bitter  and  burdenfome  than  elfe  they  would  be, 
the  foul  having  inured  and  accuflomed  itfelf  to  them,  by  fre- 
quent thoughts,  and  prepared  and  made  ready  itfelf  to  enter- 
tain them,  as  Paul  did  in. my  text*  To  prevent  *the  difciples 
furprizal,  and  offence,  at  thofe  days  of  perfecution  that  were 
coming  upon  them,  Chrtft  foretold  them,  and  gave  them  fair 
warning  before-h^nd,  John  xvi.  4. 

.  Thirdly,  He  forewarns  his  people  of  approaching  dangers, 
to  leave  the  incorrigible  wholly  inexcufable,  that  thofe  who 
have  no  fenfe  of  (In,  nor  care  to  prevent  ruin,  might  have  nocloke 
for  their  folly  when  judgments  overtake  them.  "  What  wilt 
**  thou  (ay  when  he  (hall  punifti  thee  ?"  Jer.  xiiL  21,  22.  As  if 
he  (hould  fay,  What  plea,  or  apology  is  left  thee,  after  fo  many 
fair  warnings,  and  timely  premonitions?  Thou  canft  not  fay*  I 
have  furprfzed  thee,  or  that  thou  waft  ruined  before  thou  waft 
warned.    Thy  dcftrucltion  therefore  is  of  thyfelf. 
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Denwnfirating  the  excellency  ef  a  prepared  heart  for  the  w4 
ef  juffetingtt  and  what  a  bleffed  thing  it  is  t*  he,  ready  to  k 
hound,  ortodie  forChrifi,  as  Pout  her*  was. 

T  Am  ready  ^  O  blcATed  frame  of  fpirk  !  how  hard,  bat  kg 
-*  happy  it  it  to  get  a  heart  fo  tempered !  Every  Chriftiaa  otf 
iky,  I  woold  be  ready,  and  the  Lord  make  me  ready  for  fujfa 
ifgs ;  bat  few  can  (ay,  I  am  ready,  ioy  heart  is  prepared  m 
fitted  for  fuch  a  work :  yet  this  example  ftiews  us  it  is  attain 
aUe:  and  what  a  bleffed  thing  it  is  to  attain  it,  the  follow^ 
particulars  will  abundantly  convince  ns* 

Firft,  Readinefs  for  fufferings  wifl  bring  the  heart  of  a  CM 
ftian  to  an  hoiy  reft  and  tranquillity,  in  a  fnffering  hoar,  «i 
prevent  that  anxiety,  perturbation,  and  dtftraftion  of  fflH 
which  p«ts  the  finking  weight  into  afflt&ioos.  The  more  cam 
,  fears,  and  troubles,  we  b*ve  before,  onr  fnfierings  come,  tfe 
more  calm,  quiet,  and  composed  we  are  like  to  be  whtao# 
fnffeiings  are  come  indeed.  It  is  admirable  to  coniider  fA 
what  peace  and  oaticoce  Job  entertained  his  troubles,  whkfc 
considering  the  kinds,  degrees,  and  manner  in  which  tbeybfi 
him,  one  woold  think  they  fliouldat  leaft  have  ftarded  aod* 
mased  him,  and  pat  his  foal  (as  gracious  and  mortified  as  it  wf 
into  great  diforder  *nd  oonfnfion;  but  you  find  the  cootrarj: 
Joever  did  the  patience  of  a  man  triumph  at  that  rate  over  sfc 
vfcrfity  ;  be  worships  God,  owns  his  hand,  and  refigns  hint* 
op  to  his  pteafnne,  Job  i.  20,  21.  And  whence  was  this! 
Sorely  had  his  troubles  come  by  way  of  fnrprize,  he  cootf* 
ver  have  carried  it  at  that  rate  ;  but  in  Jhe  days  of  bis  part 
and  profperity  he  had  prepared  for  fnch  a  day  as  this,  Job  A 
25,  26.  "  I  was  not  io  fafety,  neither  had  I  reft ;  yet  trouble 
"  came  ;  the  thing  that  I  feared  (faith  he)  is  come  upon  m? 
He  laid  it  to  heart  before  it  came4  4md  therefore  it  neither* 
ftrafted,  nor  brake  the  heart  when  it  came*  In  like  mtstf 
the  prophet  Habakknk  flood  upon  his  watch-tower,  (L  t.)  I* 
made  his  obfervations  by  the  Word  upon  the  probable  events « 
providence,  whereby  be  got  a  clear  fore  fight  of  thofc  troabfe 
fome  days  that  were  at  hand ;  which  though  it  made  him  tit* 
fcle  in  himfclf,  yet  it  gave  him  reft  in  the  day  of  evil,  Hab.4 
16,  1  j,  iSi    There  is  a  twofold  reft  in  the  day  of  evil,  vit. 

1.  A  reft  of  deliverance. 

2.  A  reft  of  contentatioo. 
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It  is  a  Angular  «iercy  to  flhd  reft  in  a  man's  owif  fpirit';  to 
tnjoy  inward  peaee»  and  tranquillity  of  mind*  when  there  r& 
too  reft  without ;  and  the  way  to  obtain  this,  is  to  forefee*  count 
hpon*  and  make  due  preparation  for  troublous  times  before- 
hand:  «vHs  that  come  by  way  of  furprizal*  are  not  only  a- 
Mazing*  bat  very  frequently  deftru&ive  evils ;   it  is  a  fad  ag* 
gravation  to  feel  a  mifery,  before  we  fear  it ;  thofe  calamities 
Ihat&id  mefifecnre)  do  ufually  leave  them  ieffxr&U  t  the  ene* 
my  that  comes  upon  our  backs  hath  a  great  advantage  to  ruin 
i  us,  yet  this  is  the  common  cafe  of  the  world*     "For  man 
11  knoweth  not  histime*  but  as  the  fifties  are  take)!  in  an  evil 
:  *  net*  and  as  the  birds  that  are  caught  in. the  fnarfe ;  fo  are 
i  *  the  foas  of  men  fnarcd  in  ah  evil  time,  when  it  falleth  oft 
*  them  fuddeniy,"  Ecclix.  12*  Tbus-periflied  the  did  world  j 
ftare  was  but  one  Noah  provided  for  theUoody  and  he  only, 
with  his  family,  was  preferred  in^  it :  all  the  reft  were  eating 
i  and  drinking ,  marrying*  and  giving  in  marriage,  until  the 
,  flood  came  and  fwept  them  all  away,  Matth.  xxiv.  38.  Men 
Will  not  tife  their  forefeeirtg  faculties*  but  beCaufe  it  is  all 
s  quiet  to-day>  they  conclude  it  (hail*  be  fo  to-morrow*     Thofe 
<  that  are  at  reft  in  their  habitations,  and  have  got  a  fafe  pillow 
;  ander their  heads,  are  apt  to  fall  afleep  in  fecurity,  and  dream 
:  pleafontly  of  continued  reft  and  peace  \  and  loth  they  are  to 
interrupt  their  fenfual  pleasure  with  melancholy  thoughts  of 
changes  and  fufferirigs* 

:     Pbilofophers  tett  us,  that  immediately  before  an  earthquake 

,  the  air  is  very  quiet  and  ferene ;  and  before  the  great  rain 

.  falls,  the  wind  is  ufually  ftill :  were  the  afpe&  of  fcccnd  caufes 

much  more  favourable  and  encouraging  than  it  is ;  yet  there  is 

;  Caafe  enough,  iof  all  that  ate  wife  in  heart,  to  fear  and  tremble* 

tmdef  the  confederation  of  that  national  guilt  which  is  treafu* 

red  up,  and  will  certainly  produce  diftrefs  and  trouble. 

O  Chriftians  1  look  out  for  days  of  vifitation *  prepare  for  a 

ftorm,  and  provide  you  an  ark,  an  hiding-place  in  Chrift,  and 

Ihe  promifes,  as  ever  you  expert  reft)  and  peace  in  youf  own 

\  fpirits,  whert  the  earth,  {hall  be  full  of  tumults,  uproars,  and 

deflations. 

Secondly^  Out*  preparation  for  fufferings  is  an  excellent  ar* 

,  gument  of  the  honefty  and  fincerity  of  our  hearts,  in  the  mat* 

ters  of  religion :  he  that  makes  account  of  fufferings,  and  is 

daily  at  work  with  his  own  heart,  mortifying  its  corruptions* 

t  weaning  its  worldly  affe&ions,  exciting  and  making  ready  its 

fiiffering-gfaces,  refolvkig  in  the  ftrength  o£  God,  to  take  his 

/Yow  VII,.     ..    .      ./Rr 
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lot  with  Chrift,  where-Cvcr,  andHbwfcever  it  fliall  fall;  timid 
the  man  that  hath  deliberately  doled  with  Chrift  upon  hi* 
own  terms,  and  is  like  to  be  the  durable  and  vi&orious  Cbri* 
ftian.  t  i 

As  for  hypocrites,  (Chrift's  fummcr  friends)  they  have  ci- 
ther their  exception*  againit  the  feverities  of  religion,  and  fa; 
dy  to  fecure  to  themfelves  a  retreat  from  danger,  or  elfe  tkq 
ruih  inconfiderately  into  the  profeffion  of  Chrift,  never  defeat 
ing  the  terms  which  he  propofes  to  all  that  will  follow  ki% 
Mark  viii.  34.  The  neceuity  of  a  rational  and  well-adviti 
clofure  with  Chrift  upon  fuffering  and  felf-denying  terms,  0 
by  himfelf  fully  fet  forth  in  that  excellent  parable,  Luke  m 
25,  26,  27, 28.  There  was  a  great  multitude  that  followed  hia 
at  that  time  v  Chrift  began  to  grow  in  reqdeft  among  thcmj 
they  flocked  from  .all  part*  to  lee  and  hear  him  \  but  he  fore* 
faw,  that  if  once  a  fearp  trial  fhould  befal  them,  it  wodl 
quickly  thin,  and  dirninilh  that  great  multitude,  and  reduce 
them  like  Gideon'*  hoft,  into  a  little  handful :  and  thereto? 
he  refolves  to  deal  candidly  and  plainly  with  them;  he  pro* 
pounds  his  terms,  and  fets.  down  his  conditions,  which  everj 
one  of  them  muft  fubferibe,  that  wiM  follow  him  >  the  nuns 
which  is  this,  "  Let. him  deny  himfelf,  take  up  his  crofs,  aaJ 
w  follow  me."  And  to  evince  the  rationality  of  thefe  terms,  k 
argues,  from  the  moft  common  and  obvious  pra&iees  of  met 
in  their  civil  affairs :  no  man,  that  exercifeth  seafon,  will  begia 
to  Build  an  houfe,  and  lay  a  large  foundation,  when  he  is  net 
provided  with  a  dock  to  carry  up  the  walls,  and  completed* 
work :  no  man,  in  his  wits  would  engage  with  a  handful  rf 
men,  againft  a  great  armed  multitude;  ^poffibly  they  may  » 
tend  to  face,  but  no  .man  would  think  they  intend  to  fgtt^ 
,  enemy,  on  fuch  a  difadvantage.  Juft  fo  ftands  the  cafe  in  oar 
'profeflion  of  Chrift  ;  if  we  really  intend  to  go  through,  with  tie 
kufmefs  of  religion,  /we  muft  fit  .down,  and  compute  the  cell 
and  charges  of  Chriftianity,.  think  upon  the  wprft,  as  well* 
the  beft,  reckon  upon  reproaches,  prifons,  and  death  for  to 
lake,  as  well  as  the  eafier  and  more  pleafant  parts  of  a&ive  o- 
bedience;  and  having  fo  done,  if  then  we  can  be  content » 
run  all  hazards,  and  forego  all  the  reft  upon  his  account,  and  ac- 
cordingly manage  ourfelves  in  a  day  of  faffering,  then  we  deal 
fincerely  with  Chrift,  and  clear  ourfelves  from  the  danger  rf 
hypocrify.  It  is  for  want  of  this,  that  fo  many  profeflbrs  faiifo 
and  fall  away,  in  times  of  ternptation,  furnifhing  the  devil 
with  fo  many  triumphs"  over  religion*  and  the  more  upright 
f>rofeffors  of  it.  Ij  w*s  for  want  of depth  nfcarth>  {i.  e.)  a  *T 
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tonfideration,  and  well  tooted  refolution  at  firft,  that  the  fto- 
ay-ground  hypocrite  fo  quickly  withered  away,  when  the  fun 
of  perfecution  began  to  fliine  fervently  upon  him,  Matth.  xiiu 
5, 6.  And  doubtlefs  it  is  to  prevent  this  fatal  iffue  of  our  profef- 
fion,  that  God  makes  fuch  deep  wounds  by  conviction  upon  hi* 
peoples  hearts  at  firft;  it  is  for  our  eftabliftiment  in  future  trials, 
and  fufferings,  that  he  fo  diftreffes,  and  humbles  them  •,  that  he 
makes  fin  fo  hitter  and  burdenfome  to  them  %  as*  well  knowing 
that  all  this  is  no  more  than  needs,  to  prevent  their  returning 
again  to  fin,  in  the  times  of  their  temptation. 

O  profeflbr !  if  thou  be  one  that  art  come,  to  Chrift  in  this 
way,  and  haft  thus  deliberately  clofed  with  him ;  if  thou  haft 
as  well  bethought  thyfelf  of  ocaring  his  crofs,  as  of  wearing 
his  crown  ;  thou  haft  then  a  fair  evidence  of  the  uprightnefs 
of  thy  heart,  than  which,  the  world  affords  not  a  fweeter  com- 
fort. 

Thirdly,  The  advantage  of  preparation  for  fufferings  lies  in 
this  that  it  prevents,  and  cuts  cffthe  fcandal  and  offence  of  the 
crofs,  with  refpeft  both  to  ourfelves,  and  others. 

Firft ,  It  prevents  our  own  offence  at  fufferings  5  and  by 
Chrift's  ownteftimony,  that  foul  is  bleffed,  that  is  not  offend- 
ed in  him,  Matth.  xi.  6.  Among  the  multitudes  of  profeffors, 
few  are  found  that  are  no  way  offended  at  fuflering  for  Chrift  $ 
they  expefted  much  peace,  honour,  and  prosperity  in  the  ways 
of  religion,  but  finding  their  expectations  fruftrated,  and  their 
carnal  inter  eft  rather  expofed,  than  fecurdd  by  their  profeffiort 
of  Chrift,  they  go  back  like  thofc  John  vi.  66.  and  walk  no 
more  with  him.  And  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  Chrift  dates 
the  offence  that  men  {hall  take  at  hirri,  from  the  firft  appear* 
ance  df  fuffering,  Matth.  xxiv.  8, 9.  w  All  thefe  are  the  begin- 
u  ningS  of  forrows,  and  then  (hall  many  be  offended."  Sor- 
rows and  apoftacies  commence  together. 

But,  reader,  if  thou  be  one  that  makeft  it  thy  bufinefstofore* 
fee,  and'prepare  for  an  evil  day,  thou  wilt  havtf  as  good  thoughts 
of  Chrift,  and  his  ways  at  the  loweft  ebb,  as  ever  thou  hadft  in 
the  greateft  flourifh,  and  time  of  profperity.  u  Great  peace 
"  (faifh  the  Pfalmift)  have  they  that  love  thy  law,  and  nothing 
u  (hall  offend  them."  O  happy  foul  1  whom  no  troubles,  re- 
proaches, or  fufferings,  are  able  to  offend !  thou  mayeft  meet 
with  prifons,  death,  banifhments,  yea,  but  none  of  thefe  things 
(hall  offend,  or  (tumble  thee,  but  thou  (halt  peaceably,  an<J 
fafely  pafs  over  them,  becaufe  they-are  no  more  than  thou  ex^ 
pe&eft,  and  provideft  for.  •     ' 
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Secondly,  And  by  this  means  thou  wilt  alio  prevent  the  t£| 
fences  and  fcandals  of  0?£*rx  at  the  ways  of  religion.  Itisafa4| 
end  dangerous  thing  to  be  an  occafion  of  {tumbling,  either  tg 
the  weak,  or  to  the  wicked.  "  Woe  to  the  world  beeaufe<i 
«c  offences,  for  it  muft  needs  be  that  offences  copae ;  but  wotj 
*<  to  that  man  by  whom  the  offepce  cometh,"  Matth.  xviii.  7* 
The  apoftacies  and  finful  compliances  of  ungrounded  proftfc 
fofs,  and  weak  Christians,  in  times  of  temptation,  are  the  wo* 
ful  occafions  of  prejudicing  others  againft  religion,  and  &e& 
ding  the  blood  of  fouls.  Ah  I  it  were  much  better  new  to  k 
in  the  ways  of  profeffion,  than  to  be  there  only  as  a  ftone  of 
Humbling,  and  a  rock  of  offence  to  others :  but  all  this  w& 
chief  will  be  prevented,  by  thy  fexipus  expectation  oft  and  pi* 
viflon  for  the  evil  day. 

Fourthly %  A  fourth  excellency  of  preparation  for  fufferiujl 
lies  in  this,  that  it  hath  a  tendency  to  convince,  and  awake* 
the  drowfy  world.  O !  if  the  Lord's  people  would  but  engage 
in  this  work,  in  earneft,  and  live  as  people  that  are  providfflj 
for  a  ftorm,  and  refolve,  in  the  ftrengtb  of  God,  to  run4 
hazards  and  hardfhips  for  Chrift,  I  am  perfuaded  it  wpuld  be  of 
more  ufe,  to  ftartle,  and  convince  the  world,  than  all  the  iff* 
mons  that  ever  they  heard  :  for  here  is  that  which  da&es  as4 
cuts  the  throat  of  all  our  labours.  We  preach  up  felf*deni4 
and  contempt  pf  life,  and  liberty  for  Chrift :  now  though  they 
jicar  us  preach  the  neceflity,  and  excellency  of  thefe  thing?) 
and  hear  you  profefs  them  as  your  principles ;  yet  when  thqf 
look  upon  the  lives  of  profeffors  in  times  pf  danger,  andfiwt 
no  proportion  betwixt  profeffion  and  pra&ice  \  when  theyfo 
us  cling  to  the  world,  and  are  as  loth  to  give  it  up  asotheff| 
when  they  obferve  prifpns  and  (ufferings  aifright  and  terrify  «5 
as  much  as  thofe  that  make  no  profeffion  \  when  tbey  fee  tf 
flart,  like  hares,  at  every  found,  apd  that  we  live  not  loofe  (0 
the  world,  as  men  prepared  to  let  it  go  and  give  it  up  fa 
Chrift :  why  then  they  conclude  that  we  dar$  not  quff  <M 
own  principles*  when  it  comes  to  the  pud.  And  how  on 
.they  be  perfuaded  to  believe  that  which  they  think  weourfelva 
*k>  not  really  believe,  although  we  perfuade  them  to  believe  it  f 

My  friends,  the  world  hath  eyes  to  fee  what  you  can  ih  * 
•well  as  ears  to  hear  what  you  canary  ,\  and  as  Jang  as  they  fee 
you  do  no  more  than  others,  you  may  talk  your  hearts  out  ere 
they  will  believe  your  way  is  better  than  others. 

But  now  when  perfequtioti  arifeth,  diid  they  fee  you  prori* 
fog  yourfelves  for  it,  and  putting  on  your  harnefs  to  entertl* 
^fts>  carry  your  dearcft  enjoyments  iii  your  hands,  and  put  9« 
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thr(hoe>of  preparation,  to  follow  the  Lord  throtfgb  tlic  rough- 
eft ways  oF  fufferings$  this  would  convince  to  purpofe,  and 
preach  the  excellency  pf  Chrift,  th«  vanity  of  the  creature,  tbs 
rationality  and  certainty  of  Chriftian  principles,  in  a  more  in- 
telligible, and  rousing  dialed  to  them,  than  all  our  cheap,  and 
eafy  commendations,  of  them  did.  And  hence  it  is,  that  Noah 
was  faid  to  condemn  the  worjd,  Heb,  xi,  7.  ««  By  faith' 
«Noah  being  warned  of  God,  of  things  not  feen  as  yet," 
(u  4*)  of  the  deluge  that  was  coming,  though  no  appearance 
of  it  yet,  the  heavens  being  as  clear  as  ever  1  yet  believing  the 
tbrcatning,  ^  He  was  moved  with  fear,"  The  fear  of  God, 
as  effect  of  his  faith  in  the  word  of,  God,  moved  (u .  e.)  impell-r 
*dhfm  to  his  duty  j  fet  him  about  his  preparation- work  to 
provide  an  ark9  and  this  was  it  by  which  he  condemned  the 
worlds  left  them  excufelefc,  For  they  not  only  heard  of 
an  approaching  flood  by.  his  punitory,  but  now  faw  he  hirnfelf 
believed  what  he  preached,  by  bis  daily  preparations  againft  it 
fame.  O  confider  this,  how  rftuch  it  would  tend  to  the  world's 
Conviction  ;  pow  they  will  fee  that  you  are  in  good  earned, 
and  that  there  is  a  "reality  in  godlinefs  :  this  will  induce  them 
to  fearch  into  the  matter  more  than  ever,  and  remove  thofe 
prejudices  they  have  taken  up  againft  the  good  ways  of  God,  as 
ft  they  were  but  phnntajms  and  conceits 

5  In  the  next  place,  this  forefight  and  preparation,  muft  needs 
|)e  an.ex(:eUent  thing,  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  God  every  where 
fets  an  honourable  chara&er  upon  it,  and  always  mentions 
fuch  perfons  with  fome  lingular  commendation  and  refpeft. 
Tbefe  only  were  wife  men  in  the  judgment  of  God,  and  all 
(he  reft  (what  great  politicians  foever  they  are  famed  to  be  a* 
jnoqg  men)  are  accounted  fools,  Prov.  xxii.  3.  Ecclef.  ii.  14. 
f4  The  wife  man^  eyes  are  in  his  head  j"  that  is,  he  is  a  fore- 
feeing  man  5.  M  but  the  fool  goes  on,  and  is  punifhed :"  Rufties 
on  without  confideration,  fufpe&ing  no  danger  that  he  at  preT 
fent  fees  not,  and  fo  {marts  for  his  folly.  Beloved  there  are 
jtgns-ofthe  tti*es9  as  well  as  of  the  weather,  Mat.  xvi.  3.  You, 
may  fee  the  clouds  of  judgment  gathering,  before  the  ftorm 
falls  upon  you*  And  this  is  the  meaning  of  Zeph.  ii.  j,  2* 
"  Gather  yourfelves  together,  before  the  decree  bring  forth, 
**  and  the  day  pafs  as  the  chaff."  Where  there  is  a  conception 
of  judgment  there  will  be  a  birth,  unlefs  the  reformations  and 
prayers  of  the  faints  caufe  it  to  rnifcarry.  But  it  requires  wif- 
dom  to  difcern  this  ;  they  muft  be  men  of  much  obfervation> 
that  can  defcry  it  at  a  great  diftance ;  yet  this  may  be  done,,  by 
SQflfidering  what  Gcd  hath  done  in  like  cafes  in  former  ages, 
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when  nations  have  been  guilty  of  the  fame  fins  as  nowthtjf 
are:  For  God  is  asjuft  now  as  then,  and  hates  fin  as  muck 
as  ever  he  did  \  and  partly  by  attending  to  things  prefent^  to 
what  fulnefs,  and  maturity,  the  fins  of  a  nation  are  grown, 
Joel  Hi.  1 6.  or  what  beginnings  of  judgment  are  already  upoi 
a  people,  as  harbingers,  and  forerunners  of  more  at  hand 
JLuke  iii.  30,  31.  1  Sam.  i*.  12.  Or  what  is  the  univerial 
vote,  and  cry  .of  God's  minifters,  wh6  are  his  watchmen  to 
forefee  danger,  Ezek.  iii.  17.  and  his  trumpeters  to  difcover  it, 
Numb.  x.  8.  And  when  thefehave  one  mouth  given  them, 
certainly  there  is  much  in  it,  Luke  i.  70.  Or,  laftly,  by  pon- 
dering thofe  fcripture-prophecies  that  yet  remain  to  be  fill- 
filled.  They  muft  all  go  out  their  times,  and  accomplifti  their 
full  number  of  years  and  months  ;  but  certainly  they  ftall  be 
fulfilled  in  their  feafons. 

By  attending  to  thefe  things,  a  Chriftian  may  give  a  near 
guefe  at  the  judgments  that  are  approaching  a  nation,  and  lb 
order  himfelf  accordingly.  Ecclef.  viii.  5.  u  A  wife  manV 
«*  heart  difcerns  both  time  and  judgment.**  And  this  is  (even ! 
in  the  judgment  of  God)  a  choice  point  of  wifdom  5  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  heedlefs,  and  carelefs  ones,  that  regard  not 
thefe  things,  are  branded  for  fools,  and  upbraided  with  more 
bnitiftmefs  than  the  beafls  of  the  field,  or  fowls  of  the  air. 
Matth.xvi.  3.  Jer.  viii.  7.  a  Theftoik  in  the  heavens,  thefwal: 
«*  low,  turtle,  and  crane,**  obferve  their  feafons  of  departing, 
and  returning  upon  the  approach  of  the  winter  zn&Jpring,  and 
that  by  a  natural  inftind,  whereby  they  prolong  their  lives, 
which  dfe  muft  peri(h.  But  though  God  hath  made  man 
•wifer  than  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  beafts  of  the  earth,  which 
by  in ftinft  will  quit  colder  climates,  or  run  to  the  hedges  when 
winter,  or  ftorms  approach ;  yet  theheavens  may  be  aftoniftei 
at  this,  to  fee  nature  caft  by  fin  fo  far  below  itfelf ;  and  that  in 
reafonable  creatures* 

But  now,  if  this  be  forefeen,  then  there  is  a  fingular  adju- 
tage in  a  man's  hand,  either  to  ufe  the  means  of  preventing 
thofe  approaching  calamities,  Zeph.  ii.  3.  or  if  it  cannot  be 
prevented,  yet  to  take  fan&uary  in  Chrift,  Mic.  v.  5.  to  run  to 
the  promifes  and  attributes,  Ifa.  xxiy.  21.  and  fo  have  a  good 
roof  over  his  head  while  the  ftorm  falls  and  the  weather  is 
tempeftuous  abroad.  And  therefore  certainly  this  preparation 
is  an  excellent  thing.  Whatever  the  Spirit  of  God  fpeaks  in  tie 
commendation  of  forefeeing  evils,  is  with  refpeft  to  this  doty 
of  preparing  for  them' ;  for  forefight  of  evils  without  prepare-, 
tiou,  rather  increases,  thaja  dimuufhes  the  mifery- 
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6.  A  fixth  excellency  of  preparation  lies  in  the  influence 
that  it  hath  into  a  Chriftian's  ftabiltty  in  the  evil  day.  You 
cannot  but  know  that  your  {lability  in  that  critical  hour  of temp* 
tation,  is  a  choice  and  lingular  mercy,  inafmuch  as  all  you  arc 
worth  in  the  other  world  depends  upon  your  Handing  then. 
Itev.  xxi.  7,  8.  Rom.  ii.  6,  7.  Luke  xxii.  27.,  neither  can 
you  be  ignorant  how  much  you  are  like  to  be  tried,  and  put 
to  it  then,  whether  you  refpe&  the  enemy  that  engages  you> 
Eph.  vi.  12.  or  your  own  weaknefe,  who  have  been  fo  often 
foiled  in  lefler  trials,  Jer.  xii.  5.  All  the  grace  you  have  will 
be  little  enough  to  keep  the  field  and  bear  you  up  from  fink* 
ing ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  but  be  a  blefled  thing,  to  be  able 
to  ftand,  arid  cope  with  the  greateft  difficulties,  in  fuch  a  time 
of  trial  as  that  will  be.  Now  he  that  expe&s  to  do  this,  muft 
"  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God."  See.Ephef.  vi.  12,  13/ 
14.  There  is  no  expectation  of  Handing  in  the  evil  day,  except 
your  foot  befhod%  that  is  your  wills  prepared,  with  the  prepare 
tioh  of  the  gqfpel  of  peace. 

It  is  true,  that  our  ability  to  ftand,  is  not  from  our  own  inhe- 
rent grace  j  "  For  by  his  ftrength  fhall  no  man  prevail,"  1  Sam. 
11.9.  And  yet  it  is  as  true,  that  without  grace,  both  inherent  in 
.lis,  and  excited  and  prepared  for  a  ftorm,  we  cannot  expect  to 
ftand :  For  thefe  two,  grace  inherent  in  us,  and  grace  exciting 
and  affifting  without  are  not  oppofed  but,  co-ordinated.  Grace 
in  us,  is  the  weapon  by  which  our  enemy  falls ;  but  then  that 

weapon  muft  be  managed  by  the  Jiand  of  the  Spirit. Well* 

then,  look  upon  this  as  a  choice  mercy,  which  tends  fo  much 
to  your  liability. 

7.  A  feventh  excellency  of  a  prepared  heart,  is  that  it  is  a 
TCJ7  nigh  teftification  of  our  love  to  Jefus  Chrift,  when  we 
thus  fhew  our  willingnefs  to  take  our  lot  with,  him  and  follow 
him  where-ever  he  goes.  What  an  high  expieffion  of  love  was 
that  of  Ruth  to  her  mother  Naomi  ?  ".I  will  not  go  back,  but , 
u  where  thou  lodged  I  will  lodge,  and  where  thou  goeft  I  will 
11  go."  It  is  excellent  when  a  foul  can  fay  to  Chrift,  as  Ittai  to 
David,  2  Sam.  xv.  21.  u  Surely  in  what  place  my  Lord  the 
"king  (hall  be,  whether  in  death,  or  in  life,  even  there  alfo 
•*  will  thy  fervant  be."  This  is  love  indeed,  to  cleave  to  him 
in  a  time  of  fuch  diftrefTes  and  dangers.  This  is  "  love 
f*  which  the  waters  cannot  quench,  nor  the  floods  drown," 
Cant.  viii.  7.  Probatio  amor  is  >  eft  exhibit  io  operis  :  If  you  love 
Chrift  indeed,  (hew  your  love  by  fome  fruits  of  it ;  and  furely 
this  is  a  very  choice  fruit,  and  proof  of  it.  Thefe  are  many 
that  profefs  a  great  deal  of  love  to  Chrift,  but,  wheri  it  corner  x» 
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this  touch-ftone,  it  appears  falfe  and  counterfeit  y  but  a  ftle& 
flourifh,  when  no  danger  is  near.  But  that  foul  which  buckle! 
vn  the  (hoe  of  preparation,  to  follow  him  through  thorns  an<f 
briars,  and  over  the  rocks  and  mountains  of  difficulties  an<f 
troubles,  loves  him  indeed,  Jer.  in  2,  3.  Beloved,  it  is  one  of 
the  choiceft  difcoveries  of  your  love  to  your  mailer  Chrift,  yea^ 
it  is  fuch  a  teftification  of  love  to  him,  as  angels  are  not  ca* 
pable  of.  They  (hew  their  love  by  their  readine&-to  do  his  willy 
in  the  execution  of  which  they  fly  as  with  wings,  EzeL 
i.  24.  but  you  only  have  the  happineft  of.  teftifying  your 
love  by  your  readinefs  to  fuffer  for  him,  and  is  nor  this  ex* 
cellent? 

8.  When  the  heart  is  prepared  for  the  wortt  Offerings,  it  ii 
an  argument  that  your  will  is  fubdued  to  the  will  of  God*,  fcrf 
•  till  this  be  done,  in  a  good  meafure,  you  cannot  (land  ready 
to  fuffer  for  him.  But  now,  to  have  the  will  fubdued  by  grace 
to  the  will  of  God,  is  a  very  choice,  and  excellent  frame  in' 
deed  j  for  in  this  the  main  power  of  grace  lieth  :  Look  in  what 
faculty  the  chief  refidence  and  ftrength  of  fin  was,  in  the  fame 
chief  refidence  the  power  of  grace,  after  converfion*  is  alibi 
Now  it  is  in  the  will,  that  the  ftrength  and  power  of  fir*  (befort 
converfion)  lay.  See  John  v.  40.  Pfalra  lxxxi.  1 1.  Jen  xlifi 
j  6,  17.  And  indeed  it  was  the  devil's  ftrong  hold,  whichj 
in  the  day  of  Chrift's  power,  he  ftorms  and  reduces  to  his  (H 
bedience,  PfaL  ex.  3.  O  what  a  blefied  thing  is  this !  Tke 
will  rules  the  man,  it  hath  the  empire  ef  the.  whole  man  ;  if 
commands  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  tmptrio  politico  ;  and  ii 
commands  the  members  of  the  body,  imperio  defpotico.  No* 
to  have  Chrift  and  grace  rule  that  which  rules  and  command! 
your  inner  and  outer  man  too,  is  no  fmall  mercy  5  and  a  better 
evidence  that  it  is  fo,  cannot  be  given  than  this,  that  you  ftani 
ready,  or  do  ferioufly  prepare  youffehes  to  fuffer  the  hardeft 
things  for  Chrift:  If  your  will  can  like  that  work,  it  is  an  ar* 
gument  grace  hath  conquered  and  fubdued  *  your  wills  in* 
deed. 

'  0.  This  preparation  of  •  heart  to  fufFermg«,  is  an  excellent 
thing,  becaufe  God;  is  fo  abundantly  pteafed  with  it,  that  he 
often  excufes  tltem  from  fufferings  in  whom  he  finds  it,  and 
accepts  it,  as  if  the  fervicc  had  been  a&ually  done.  SoA- 
braham,  Gen.  xiii.  12.  he  was  ready  to  offer  up  his  Ifaac'* 
life  .to  God ;  but  God  feeing  his  fervant's  heart  really  prepared, 
and  ready  for  that  difficult  fervice,  and  high  point  of  felf-denial, 
provided  hi mfelf  another  facrifice,  inftead  of  Ifaac.  Abraham 
thai!  have  his  fun  Ifaac  back  again,  and  that  with  advantage  *  for 
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jk6  with  with  him  not  only  a  choice  experiment  of  hk  love  to 
God)  but  God'S  high  approbation  of  him*  and  acceptation  of 
his  offering.  It  was  all  one*  in  refpeil  of  divine  acceptance* 
ad  if  he  had  beeriflaija  \  and  fo  the  fcripture  feprefents  it,  Janv 
ii.  21.  And  in  thisfenfe  thatpromife  i*  often  made  good  to 
God's  people  who  ftartd  ready  to  give  up  their  Ifaacs,  their 
lives*  liberties*  arid  deareft  enjoyments,  to  the  Lord)  "  He  that 
"  will  lofe  hid  life  for  my  name's  fake,  (hall  fare-it*"  Luke  ix. 

.  Now  what  i  bleffed  thing  is  this !  fbtt  niajr  this  way  nav* 
the  crowri  of  martyrdom*  and  yet  not  (bed  one  drdp  of  blood 
for  Chrift  a&uaily.  Ah  !  how  kindly  doth  God  accept  it  at 
hi*  poor  creatures  h&ids*  when  he  fees  how  willing  they  are  to 
-  fervc  him  with  their  heft  enjoyments  1  "  It  is  well  (faith  he  to 
k«  David)  that  it  was  in  thy  heart**'  i  Kings  viih  tf  t 

to:  And  then*  laAly*  to  add  no  fcnore,  it  i$  beyond  tiontro* 
Veriy  ah  excellent  and  blefled  thing ;  becaufe  fliould  fhch  * 
fchriftian,  after  all  his  pains  And  preparations^  be  over iborhe^ 
aiid  fall  by  temptation  t  yet  this  preparation  of  his  heart  excufes 
his  fall9  from  thole  aggravations  that  are  upon  the  falls  of  o- 
fchers*  and  will  give  htm  both  fupptrl  tinder  fuch  a  condition* 
9&&  thccniragetAeni  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  recovery  out  of  it. 
Ah !  it  is  no  faiaU  comfort,  when  a  poor  foul,  that  hath  been 
ttver-bdrae  by  temptation*  can  come  to  God)  and  fay,  <  Lord* 

*  tfidii  knoweft  that  this  was  not  a  wilful  departure  from  my 

*  duty*  bdt  contrary  to  the  bent  arid  refolutioiU  of  my  hearty 
'  thou  faweft  my  diligence  before-hand  to  prepare  for  it y  tbou 

*  ikweft  my  fears  and  tremblings  of  heart  a$outit:  O  Lord* 

*  forgive,  O  Lord)  recover  thy  fervant  wafli  away  this  fpot*  it 

*  is  one  of  the  fpots  of  thy  children*  an  infirmity,  not  a  rebel-, 

*  lion  :*  This  Aay  mUch  ftay  the  fouh 

Surely*  in  this  cafe*  thou  haft  many  grounds  of  comfort 
that  another' wants  $  for  thy  fin  being  but  an  infirmity,  ( 1 .)  It 
is  that  which  is  coriithdn  to  all  faints,  Pfal.  ciii.  11, 1 1,  i  3, 14* 
(2.)  God  hath  niercy  and  pardons  for  fuch  fin*  a$$hefe-,  el& 
w*>e  to  the  holieft  foul,  Pfal.  exxx.  3,  4.  Solomon,  upon  this 
ground,  pleads  for  mercy  for  them  that  prepared  their  hearts* 
a  Clara,  xxx.  18,  19*  And  God  hath  laid  in  fweet  grounds  o| 
encouragement  for  fuch  fouls,  Numb.  xv.  27,  28*  Heb.  v.  Zk\ 
tiow  tenderly  doth  Chrift  deal  with  his  difciples  under  this  kind 
of  fin,  Matth.  xxti.  41.  and  though  they  forfook  him  for  4 
time,  yet  he  received  them  again  $  though  they  fted  from  him* 
yet  they,  all  returned  again  and  appeared  bokHy  for  Chrift  af* 
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•tcrwardt,  and  fealed  theij  confeffion  of  him  with  their  Moe 
And  that  which  recovered  them  again  was  this,  that  their  £ 
.and  departure  was  contrary  to  the  refolution,  and  ftandii 
frame,  and  bent  of  their  "hearts ;  for  they  refolded  all  to  clod 
to  him  to  the  death,  Matth.^xxvi.  35.  whereas  thofe  that  a 
gaged  in  a  profeffion  of  him  inconfiderately,  and  never  refo) 
ed,  nor  prepared  for  the  worft,  fell  off  from  him,  and  neti 
returned  any  more,  John  vi.  66.  So  then,  upon  the  whole, 
cannot  but  grant,  that  it  is  a  very  blefled  and  excellent  th 
to  prepare  thus  for  the  greateft  iuffering  that  can  befal  us 
Chrift    We  come  next  to  fhew  wherein  it  lies. 


C    H    A    P.      V. 

Evincing  the  netefjity  of  a  found,  and  real  work  of grace  *)* 
the  hearty  to  Jit  a  man  for  fffferingfor  Chrift. 

V 

HAving  (hewed  you  that  God  doth  fometi  roes  put  his  deaf- 
eft  people  upon  very  hard  fervices  for  him,  and  wti 
an  excellent  thing  it  is  to  prepare  ourfelves  to  obey  the  call  i 
God  to  them :  In  the  next  place  I  come  to  fhew  you,  where* 
this  preparation,  or  readinefs  for  fuffering  confiib,  and  bo* 
many  things  concur  and  contribute  their  afliftance  to  ths 
jwork.  1 

Now  there  is  a  twofold  preparation  or  readinefs  for  fnft- 
ing ;  the  one  is  habitual,  the  other  a&ual :  That  haiitd 
readinefs  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  inclination  of  a  fpul  to  &fa 
any  thing  for  Chrift  *  which  inclination  arifeth  from  the  pri» 
ciples  of  grace  infufed  into  the  foul :  But  then  as  fire,  thoujl 
it  have  a  natural  inclination  toafceqd,  yet  may  be  violent 
deprefled  and  hindered,  that  it  cannot  afcend  a&ually,fo  sty 
jt  be  in  this  cafe ;  and  therefore,  before  a  man  can  be  fitted  fa 
fufferings,  as  Paul  was,  there  muft,  to  this  habitual,  be  fupa- 
added  an  afiual  readinefs,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  row- 
ing of  grace  out  of  the  fleepy  and  dull  habits,  and  awakening 
it  to  its  work  in  a  time  of  need  :  as  the  lion  is  faid  to  lafli  him* 
felf  with  his  tail,  to  rouze  up  his  courage  before  he 
The  former  is  a  remote  power,  the  latter  zpmxiiH  and  imflfr 
diate  power.  I  muft  handle  the  former  in  this  chapter,  and 
you  are  to  know  that  it  confijeth  in  a  found  and  red^ 
if  grace  or  converfion  wrought  upon  thefoulj  without  which 
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lfhall  make  it  evidently  appear  to  you,  that  no  man  can  be 
fit  or  ready  to  fuffer  as  a  CHrift.  t 

.  Whatever  flock  of  natural  courage,  moral  principles,  or 
common  gifts  of  the  Spirit  be  lodged  in  any  man's  breaft,  yet  • 
'all  this  (without  fpecial  grace)  can  never^fit  him  wto  fuffer  for  • 
Chrift.    And  had  not  this  work  been  really   and  foundly 
wrought  upon  the  heart  of  this  blefled  man,  as  indeed  it  was, ' 
ASts  ix.  3,  4,  5.  he  had  quickly  fainted  under  his  fufferings:' 
and  fo  will  every  foul  fooner  or  later  do,  that  fuffers  not  upon 
the  fame  principles  he  did; 

1.  For  firft,  No  man  can  fuffer  for  Chrift  untiHie.be.  able: 
to  deny  himfelf*  See  Matth.  xvi.  24.  Self-denial  goes  in  order 
of  nature  before  fufferings.  Beloved,  in  a  fuffering  hour,  the* 
intereft  of  Chrift  and  felf  meet,  like  two  men  upon  a  narrow* 
bridge,  one  muft  of  neceffity  go  back,  or  the  other  cannot  pafs 
en:  If  you  cannot  now  deny  felf  you  muff  deny  Chrift.  The> 
yoke  and  dominion  oifelfmrik  be  caft  off,  or  elfe  Chrift's  yoke* 
and  burden  cannot  be  taken  on.  t 

k  is  confeffed  that  felf  may  •not  -only  conftft  withy  but  be  a 
motive  to  fome  kind  of  fufferings :  Ambition  and  applaufe- 
may  carry  a  man  far  this  way  $  pride  is  a  falamander  that  it 
{eems  can  live  in  the  flames  of  martyrdom,  r  Cor.  xiii-,3.  But 
to  be  afervant  to  fdf  and  a  true  Jujfererior -Chrift  is  incompa- 
tible. Self  may  make  you  the  deiriPs  martyrsy  but  grace  onjy 
can  make  you  Chrift* s  martyrs.  So  that  let  a  man  be  feeming- 
ly  carried  for  a  while  with  never  lb  higba  tide  of  zeal  for.  Chrift^ 
yet  if  felf  be'  the  fpring  that  feeds  it,  thofe  felf-cnds,  like  fo 
many  little  ditches  joined  to  the  bank  of  a  river,  willtfo  fuck 
and  draw  away  the  water  into  themfelves,  that  the  lofty  ftream 
wiU  fink  and  come  to  nothing  ere  k  have  ran  far  :•  Sor  then,  of 
neceffity,  felf  muft  be  dethroned  in  the  heartsof  Quiffs  fuffer- 
ing  fervants. . 

But  now  it  is  real  grace  only  that  depofes  felf,  and  fubje£b 
its  intereft  to  ChrinYs ;  for  fan&ifkation  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  dethroning  of exalted  felf  \  and  the  Jetting  up  of  Chrift* s  inter* 
.eft  above  it  in  the  foul*  This  is  it  that  alters,  the  property  of 
all  a  man  hath,  and  fuperfcrihes  them  with  a  new  title,  Holi- 
nefs  to  the  lardy  Ifa.  xxiii.  18.  Zech.  xiv.  20, 21.  Thence- 
forth a  man  looks  at  himfelf  as  none  of  his  own,  but  paft  into 
another's  right,  1  Cor.  vi*  19.;  and  that  he  muft  neither 
&vey  nor  <tfi  ultimately  for  himfelf,  but  for  Chrift,  Rom.  xiv.  7.* 
Heb*  xtih  7,  8.  Phil.  i.  20.  He  is  no  more  as  a  proprietor >  but 
a  fteward  of  all  he.  hath  j  and  fo  holds  upon  thefe  terms,  to  lay 
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it  out,  or  lay  it  down,  as  may  beft  ferve  his  MafterVendsai 

£h>ry. 

All  that  be  is  or  hath,  iq  by  grape  fubpxdinated  to  Chrift 
vndifanccfubardinatfd,  {hep  no  more  yppqftd  to  bim,j^w 
finata  honpugnant.  This  19  it  that  makes  him  fay,  I  que  B4 
what  become*  of  me  or  mine,  fo  Chrift  may  be  glorified,  u  If 
f?  Chrift  be  magnified  in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life  a 
«  d<ath^  PhilTi.  20.;    "'J"-f-  'T| 

By  conrerfion  Chrift  enters  the  foul,  as  an  army  doth* 

enemy's  garrifon  by  ftorm,  and  when  he  ispq 

2  Cor.  x.  5.    feffed  of  it  by  grace,  he  prefently,  divides  tty 

whole  fpoil  of  fcif  betwixt  himfetf  and  tij 

churchy    This  is  the  firft  thing  tihat  evinces  t{ic  neceflitjr  ofij 

wrork  of  grace  to  prepare  the  heart  for  bufferings. 

2.  And  then  in  the  next  place,  \t  is-as  evident  that  a^ 
^an  never  be  fit  to  fuffer  hard  things  for  Chrift,  until  haffk 
rit  be  enlarged,  raiftd,  and  epnobiea  fo  that  he  be  able  to  4ty 
fpife  dangers,  and  look  all  difficulties  in  the  face.    Thatk* 
mid  private  Spirit  mufi  bp  removed,  and  a  publk  fpirit,  n>4 
poffefs-him.    'If  a  man  he  of  a  feeble  and  effeminate  fpirit^ciwj 
petty  danger  will  daunt  and  (inV  Jam  \  delicacy  and  tssm\ 
fiefs  is  as  unfuifcatye  to  a  Chriftian  as  to  a  foUier,  2  *Tim.  ilfcl 
They  that  rn$an  to  enier  in^o  the  Jungdorn  of  God,  prita 
fblve  to  make  their  way  through  that  brake  of  troubles  betm* 
them  and  it,  2  Tim.  iii.  1 2^   They  that  will  be  crowned  with  tier 
tory,  muftftarid  to  it,  and  play  the  men,  as  that  word  imports, 
X  Car.xvi.z3.  ^xx>k  overall  the  facredaudhum^ 
fee  if  you  can  find  a  man  that  ever  honovred  Chrift  by  isfo;  { 
3ng,  that  was  not  of  a  raifed  and  noble  spirit,  and,  in  fcoac  ne* 
jure,  able  to  amtemn,  both  t^e  allurements  arid  threats  of  men. 
So  thofe  three  noble  Je^,  Dam.    iii,  i£,  \j.    $0  l&fai 
JHeb.xi.  27.     Andfo  oUr  apoflJe,  A&s  xx.  2$.  £nd  theto 
lieroic  and  brave  fpirit  Vas  found  in  the   Succeeding  ag* 
imongft  the  ^itneffes  of  Chrift  *  Ayh«j  yak^'^e  frtpfl* 
endeavoured  to  drayr  Bafil  frojn  r,he  faitji  by  oilers  of  pre* 
imenr*  '  offer  th^fe  things  (faith  he)  to  children  }'»  ^roen 
fhreatened  him  witji  torments,  *  threateruhefe  things  (faithh 

*  to  your  purple  gallants  that  live  delicately-  Arid  tie  6? 
Jafil  relating  the  ftdry  of  tb$  forty  martyr^,  faith,  Tfhat  wbei/grc 
honours  and  preferments  were  offered  them  to  draw  roe 
from  Chrift,  ^heir  amVer  was,  «  Why  offer'  yoy  $,efe  fa 

*  things  of  the  world  to  us,  (Of  emperor)  wlien  you  kno*  i 
-ft  whole  world  is  contemned  by  us  r  So  Luther,  money  cod 
{tot  tempt  him,  nor  the  fear  of  man  c'aurtf  him.    'J<*0 
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;  f  {kid  he  in  his  letter  to  Suupicius)  be  accounted  proud, 
t  covetous,  a  murderer,  guilty  of  all  vices,  rather,  than  of 
I  wicked  filence  ^gd  opwardjfe  in  the  caufe  of  ChriuV  *  Thus 
you  fee  to  what  an  height*  and  holy  ^reatnefs,  the  fpirits  of  N 
{peering  faints  ij>  all  ages  haye  been  railed. 

But  now  it  is  grace  that  thus  raifes  the  fpirits  of  men  abov* 
?11  thefnoiles  a»4  honours,  frowns  and  fears  of  men  s  and  na 
other  principle  hut  grace  can  do  it,  .  There  is  indeed  a  natural 
Jlqutntjs  apd  generofity  in  fome,  which  may  carry  them  far,  as 
,  U  is  laid  of  iUexartder,  that  when  any  great  danger  approached 
•  him,  his  courage  would  rife,  and  he  would  fay,  Jam  perkulum 
far  aajm  AU%an4ri\  Here  \s  a  danger  fit  for  Alexander  to 
encounter:  §o  Porapey,  when  diffuaded  from  a  dangerous 
voyage  anfwered,  Necejje  eft  uf  e<pmx  non  utvivam.  *  It  is  lie* 
i  i  ceffary  tbaf  I  go,  not  that  I  live/  Put  this  being  fed  only  by 
a.  natural  fpring,  can  carry  a  man  np  higher  than  nature,  and. 
frill  flag  at  laft.  (f  applaufe,  and  the  obiervation  of  the  world 
{apply  it  not,  it  quickly  ebbs  arid  faite. 
•  But  as  grace  raifes  men  much  higher ;  fo  it  maintains  it 
fveri  when  there  is  nothing  to  encourage  without ;  when  for* . 
^akenoifalj  creatures,  and  yifiblefupporte,  2  Tim.  iv,  10.  -A^d 
this  it  doth  three  ways ;  { i .}  By  giving  him  that  hath  it  a  view 
pf  far  greater  things,  which  fhrink?  up  all  temporary  things 
fad  makesttheni  appear  but  trifles, arid  fmall  matters,  Rom* 
wiii.  i$.  2  Cor.  iy,  *8.  By  grace  a  man  rifes  with  Chrift,  Cok 
|iL  l.  It  fats  him  upon  his  high  places,  and  thence  he  looks 
flown  upon  things  below,  as  very  poor  and  inconfidlrable* 
The  great  cities  of  Campania  feem  but  little  fpots  to  them  that 
ftaad  on  the  top  of  the  Alps,  (i.)  By  teaching  him  to  kvalue 
$nd  meafure  aU  things  by  another  rule  than  he  was  wont  to 
jla.  He  did  once  meafure  life,  liberty,  riches,  honours,  by 
fenfe  and  time ;  and  then  they  feemed  great  things,  and  #  was 
|iard  ^o  deny  them,  or  thus  to  flight  them  ;  but  now  he  value* 
zm/d  meafures  all  by  &dth  and  eternity  j  arid  efteems  nothing 
grea^  and  excellent,  but  what  hath  a  reference  to  the  glory  of 
Cod,  and  an,  infiuenceinto eternity.  {3.)  Grace  raifes  and 
cnobles  the  fpirit  thus,  becaufe  it  is  the  divine  nature ;  it  is 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  infufed  into  a  poor  worm,  which  makes  a 
jftrange  alteration  on  him,  transforms  him  into  another  manner 
pf  perfon;  as  much  difference  betwixt  his  fpirit  now  and  what 
it  was,  as  betwixt  the  fpirit  of  a  child  that  is  filled  with  fmall 

Satters,  and  taken   up  with  toys ;  and  of  a  grave  Jlatefman* 
z\  is  daily  employed  about  the  grand  affairs  of  a  kingdom. 
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3.  A  man  can  never  fuffer  as  a  Chriftiaii,  till  his  will  t*fuk 
jeflted  to  the  will  of  God.  He  that  fuffers  involuntarily,  and 
out  of  neceffity/not  out  of  choice,  (hall  neither  have  accept* 
ance  nor  reward  from  God.  Of  nece&ty  the  will  muft  be  fub-j 
jeded  \  a  man  can  ntict  (ay,  Thy  will  he  done,  till  he  can  M 
hy9  Not  my  will.  1 

But  it  is  grace  only  that  thus  conquers  and  fubje&s  the  will 
of  man  to  God's,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  This  is  that  which  exalts  GodV 
authority  in  the  fcul,  and  makes  the  heart  to  (loop  and  trem* 
Ue  at  his  commands.  It  is  this  which  makes  our  will  to  write 
its jiat  at  the  foot  of  every  command,  and  its  placet  under  e* 
▼cry  order  it  receives  from  God.  No  (boner  was  grace  enter*. 
ed  into  the  foul  of  Paul,  but  prefently  he  cries  out,  "  Lordj 
«  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  A&s  ix.  6.  The  will  is  tu 
the  foul  what  the  wheels  are  to  the  chariot  \  and  grace  is  to  the 
will  what  oil  is  to  thofe  wheels.  When  we  receive  the  Spirit 
of  grace,  we  are  (aid  to  receive  an  unftionfrom  the  Hdy  0s* 
1  John  ii.  20.  And  then  the  foul  is  made  as  the  chariots  of  A« 
minadab,  Cant.  vi.  12.  Non  tardat  unfia  rata9  it  runs  free* 
ly  after  the  Lord,  and  chearfully  addreffeth  itfelf  to  every  fa* 
vice. 

4.  A  man  can  never  fuffer  as  a  Chriftian,  until  his  heart  k 
tompofed,  fixed,  and  determinated  to  follow  the  Lord  thro' 
all  hazards  and  difficulties.  As  long  as  a  man  is  hefitatiqg 
and  unrefolved  what  to  do,  whether  to  go.  forward,  or  turn 
l>ack  again  to  the  profperous  world,  when  a. man  is  at  fudti 
faufit  and  ftand  in  his  way,  he  is  very  unfit  for  fufferiflp* 
All  fuch  divfions  do  both  weaken  the  foul,  and  Jlrengtben  tte 
temptation :  The  devil's  work  is  more  than  half  done  to  to 
hand  in  fuch  a  foul,  and  be  is  now  as  unfit  to.  endure  barf* 
(hip  for  Chrift,  as  a  (hip  is  to  ride  out  a  ftorm,  that  hath  nei- 
ther cable,  ahch6r,  nor  ballad,  to  hold  and  fettle  it,  but  to 
ait  the  mercy  of  every  wave,  Jam.  i.  8.  "  The  doubie-ffiiwM 
*'  man  is  unliable  in  all  his  ways."  But  it  is  grace,  and  no- 
thing befides  it,  that  brings  the  heart  to  a  fixed  refolution  and 
fettlement  to  follow  the  Lord,  it  is  grace  that  efiabli/bes  tk 
hearty  Heb.  xiii.  9.  and  unites  it  to  fear  the  name  of  God, 
?fal.  Ixxxyi.  ii«  This  gathers  all  the  dreams  into  one  chan- 
nel, and  then  it  runs  with  much  ftrength,  and  (weeps  awj 
all  obftaclei  before  it.  So  that  look  as  it  is  with  a  wick* 
■aan  that  hath  fold  himfelf  to  do  wickedly,  if  he  be  fet  up* 
any  one  defign  of  fin,  he  pours  out  his  whole  heart  an<J  ftrengd1 
in  the  profecution  of  that  defign,  which  is  the  ground  of  th* 
firying,  Libereime  Deus  ah  homim  unius  tantum  negdtih^ 
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Cod  deliver  me,  from  a  man  of  one  only  defign.  He  will  ib 
it  to  purpofe:  So  is  it  alfo  in  grace j  if  the  heart  be  compdfed, 
•fixed,  and  fully  refolvedfor  God,  nothing  fhall  then  ftand  be* 
fore  hitn.  And  herein  lies  much  of  a  Chriftian's  habitual  fit- 
nefe  and  ability  to  fuffer. 

*  5.  The  ncceffity  of  faving  grace  in  all  fufferers  for  Chrift, 
/will  farther  appear  from  this  consideration,  that  he  who  will 
run  all  hazards  for  Chrift,  had  need  of  a  continual  fupply  ot 
ifarength  and  refrefhment  from  time  to  time.  He  mult  not  de- 
pend on  any  thing  that  is  failable  ;  for  what  {hall  he  do  then,' 
when  that  ftock  is  fpent,  and  he  hath  no  provifion  left  to  live 
upon,  ?  Now  all  natural  qualifications,  yea,  all  the  common 
gifts  of  the  Spirit,  are  failable  and  ihort-lived  things ;  they  are 
like  a  fweet  flewer  in  the  bofom,  that  is  an  ornament  for  a  lit- 
tle while,  but  withers  prefently :  Or  like  a  pond  or  brook  oc- 
casioned by  a  great  fall  of  rain,  which  quickly  finks  and  dries 
up,  becaufe  it  is  not  fed  by  fprings  in  the  bottom,  as  other 
.fountain-waters  are  ;  and  hence  it  is  they  cannot  continue  and 
.hold  out  when  fufferings  come,  Matth.  xiii.  21.  -Becaufe. 
.there  is  no  root  to  nourifh  and  fupport.  The  hypocrite  will 
not  always  call  upon  God,  Job  xxvii.  10.  Though  they  may 
keep  company  with  Chrift  a  few  miles  in  this  dirty  way,  yet 
they  muft  turn  back  at  laft,  and  fhake  hands  eternally  with 
him,  John  vi.  66.  Thefe  comets  may  feem  to  fhine  for  a  time 
amohg  the  ftars,  but  when  that  earthly  matter  is  fpent,  they 
muft  fall  and  lofe  their  glory. 

But  now  grace  is  an  everlafting  principle,  it  hath  fprings  iji 
the  bottom  that  never  fail.  "  It  (hall  be  in  him  (faith  Chrift) 
«*  a  well  of  water  fpringirig  up  into  eternal  life,"  John  iv,  14. 
The  Spirit  of  God  fupplies  it  from  time  to  time,  as  need  re*  . 
quires.  It  hath  daily  incomes  from  heaven,  2  Cor.  i.  5.  PhiK 
iv.  1 3.  Col.  i.  1 1 .  So  that  it  is  our  union  with  Chrift  the  foun- 
tain of  grace,  that  is  the  true  ground  of  our  conftancy  and 
long  fuffering  *. 

6.  And  then  laftly,  it  will  appear  by  this  alfo,  that  there  is 
an  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  real  change  by  grace  on  all  that  will 
fuffer  for  Chrift ;  becaufe  although  we  may  engage  ourfelves  in 
fufferings  without  out  it,  yet  we  can  never  manage  our  fuf£jer- 
jngs  like  Chriftians  without  it.  They  will  neither  be  honoura- 
ble or  acceptable  to  God,  nor  yet  beneficial  and  comfortable  to 
ourfelves  or  others,  except  they  be  performed  from  this  prhici* 
pie  of  grace :  For  upon  what  principle  foever  befide  this  any  man 

*  Weareooly  fofarfafeas  wcarc  united  to  Chrift, 
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is  a£tcd  in  religion,  it  will  either  caufe  him  to  deditie 
ings  for  Chrift ;  or,  if  he  be  engaged  in  them,  yet  he  will  li 
tie  credit  religion  by  his  fufferings.    They  will  either  be  ipo 
cd  bj  an  ill  management,  or  his  own  pride  will  detour  i 
praile  and  glory  of  them.     I  do  not  deny,  but  a  man  that 
gracelefs,  may  fuffer  miny  hard  things  upon  th*  account  i 
his  profeffion,  and  fuffer  them  all  in  vain,  as  thefe  fcriptw 
manifeft.     See  i  Cor.  xiii.  3.  Gal.  iii.  4.  And  although) 
may  find  many  fweet  promifes  made  to  thofe  that  filler  i 
Chrift,  yet  you  muft  coofider  that. thofe  pure  and  fpirituale* 
and  motives,  by  which  men  ought  to  be  $£ted  in  their  fuft 
ings,  are  always  fuppofed  and  implied  in  all  thefe  promifes  d 
are  made  to  the  external  aftion.  And  fometimes  it  ia  exprefli 
1  Pet.  iv.  16.  To  fuffer  [as  a  Chriftian]  is  to  fuffer  froropK 
Chriftian  principles*  and  in  a  Chriftian  manner,  with  meeknfl 
patience,  felf~denial,  &c. ;  and  this,  grace  only  can  enable  jtf 
to  do :  So  that  by  all  this,  I  hope  what  I  have  undertaken  in  di 
chat  after,  viz.  To  evince  the  neceffity  of  a  work  of  gn*e i 
pais  upon  you,  before  fufferings  for  religion  come,  is  perfonrf 
ed  to  fatisfa£tion. 
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Wherein  the  nature  of  this  work  of  grace,  in  which  our  hw& 
ai  fitnefs  for  Suffering  lies ,  is  briefly  opened,  andanaccvd 
given  of  the  great  advantage  the  gracious  perfon  hath  for  * 
ny,  even  the  hardeft  work  thereby. 

HAving  in  the  former  chapter  plainly  evinced  the  n«rf 
fity  of  laving  grace  to  fit  a  man  for  fufferings ;  it  v» 
be  expefted  now  that  fome  account  be  given  you  of  die  nam* 
of  the  work,  and  how  it  advantages  a  man  for  the  difchtfg* 
of  the  hardeft  fervices  in  religion  :  Both  which  I  fhall  oj*n  ia 
this  chapter,  by  a  diftinS  explication  of  the  parts  of  this  i* 
fcription  of  it. 

This  work  of  grace,  of  which  I  am  here  to  fpeak,  cmjift* 

the  real  change  of  the  whole  vrian,  by  the  Sp& 

What  faving      of  God,  whereby  he  is  prepared  for  every  g?4 

grace  is.     ,        work  :  In  which  brief  defcription,  I  fhaU  <$& 

thefe  four  things  to  you. 

1.  That  it  is  a  change ;  this  is  palpably  evident,  both  fi°» 

fcripture  and  experierjee,  z  Cor.  v*.  17.  «  Old  things  arc  p 
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*  aw£y,  behold*  all  things  iare  become  new ;"    and  it  is  fi 
(enfible  a>  change,  that  it  is  called  a  turning  /ram  darknefs  to 
light)  A&sxxyL  %%.  and  a  new  creature  formed  and  brought 
forth.     But  to  be  a  little  more  djftinft  and  particular,  there 
•re  feveral  other  changes  that  p'aTs  upon  men,  which  mult  not 
be  miftaken  for  this ;  and  therefore,  ( i :)  It  is  not  a  mere  change 
of  the  judgment  from  error  to  truth*  from  Paganifm  to  Chri- 
stianity.    Such  a  change  Simon  Magus  bad,  yet  ftilj  remained 
In  the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  fail  bound  in  the  bond?  of  inj- 
iquity,  A&sviii.  23.  (2.)  Nor  only  pi  ?  man's  practice,  frojnot 
irofanetiefi  to  civility  ?  This  is  common  among  fuch  as  Hyp 
under  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  breaking  into  mens  con- 
sciences, thwarts  their  lufts  and  dver-awes  them  with  the  fears 
bf hell :  Whieh  is  no  more  than  what  the  Gentiles  bad,  Jlom. 
ii.  15.  (3.)  Nor  is  it  a  change  from  mere  morality ',  to  merp 
formality  in  religion.  Thus  hypocrites  are  changed,  by  the  com- 
mon gifts  of  the  Spirit,  illuminating  their  mijids,  and  flightly 
touching  their  affe&ions,  fteb.  vi.  4,  j.  (4.)  Nor  i$  it  fgich  a 
change  as  jiiftHication  makes,  which  Js  relative,  and  only  al- 
ters the  ftate  and  condition,  Rom.  y.  1,  %.   (5.)  Laftly,  it  is 
not  a  change  of  the  effence  of  a  man ;  lie  remains  effentially 
the  fame  perfon  ftHl.    But  this  change  confijfts  in  the  infufion 
of  new  habits  xA  grajse  into  jthe  old  faculties ;  which  immedia- 
tely depofe  Gn  from  its  dominion  oyer  ijhe  foul,  and  deliver 
iipthe  foul  into  the  hands  and  government  of  Chrift,  (o  that  it 
lives  no  more  to  itferf,  but  to  Cfarift.     This  is  that  change 
iAereof  we  fpeak :  A«d  this  change  (2.)  J  affert  to  be  real* 
no  fancy,  -nor  delation ;  not  a'  groundlefs  concept,  but  it  is 
really  e^iftent,  extra  pientem,  whether  you  cqnqeit  it  or  not. 
Indeed  the  Hihd  world  would  perfuade  up  it  is  fu(J>o/itiotts9 
-and  phantqfiic ;  and  that  there  is  no  fuch  restf  .difference  be- 
twixt one  man  and  another,  as  we  affirm  grace  makes.     And 
hence  it  is,  that,  whoever  profeffeth  it,  ip  ptefently  branded  for 
*  phanatic ;  and  that  fcripture,  Ifa.  Ivi.  £.  ^  Stand  by  thyfejjy 
41  I  am  holier  than  thou,"  Ac.  clapt  ii  their  teeth,  in  their 
abfurd  and  penverfe  fenfeof  it. 

^  But.I  fliafi  briefly  .offer  rhefefe^pn  #uftjp  to  yaur  confidera- 
ticm,  which  will  armndantly  evince  the  jreality  of  it,  and  ?t  „ 
once  both  ftop  the  fla#derous  mouths  of  ignorant  men,  and  £- 
lence  thofe  anieiftical  furjmifes,  which  at  any  time  Satan  may 
•injtft  into  the  hearts  of  God's  own  people. touching  thi?  mat- 
ter. Anijlrftf  let  it  be  confidered,  ihat  the  Spirit  .of  God 
"hath  reprefenjtcd  to  us  this  w>fk  of Jjract,  under  fufh  nam$3 
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and  notions  in  fcripture,  as  if  they  had  been  chofenpurpo&ff 
to  obviate  this  calumny.    It  is  called  ^creature.  Gal.  vi.  id 
a  man,  I  Pet.  iii.  4.  a  new  birth%  John  iii.  3.    Chrift  form*] 
ed  in  us,  Gal.  iv.  19*  All  which  exprefc  its  reality,  and  that 
it  is  not  a  conceited  thing.    (2.)    It  appears  to  be  real  by  tta 
marvellous  effe&s  it  hath  upon  a  man,  turning  him  both  if 
judgment,   will,  affe&ions,    and  pra&ice,    quite  counter  »i 
what  he  was  before.    This  is  evident  in  that  famous  inftaace  4 
Paul,  Gal.  i.  23.  which  is  abundantly  attefted  and  fealedty 
the  conftant  experience  of  all  gracious  fouls  that  are  witnefe 
of  the  truth  hereof.    (3.)  A  divine.and  almighty  power  god? 
forth  to  produce  and  work  it  ;  and  hence  faith  is  faid  to  bed 
the  operation  of  God,  Col.  ii.  12.  Yea,  that  the  fame  power; 
which  raifed  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  goes  to  the  product 
on  of  it,  Ephef.  L  19,  20.    And  if  fo,   how  much  lefs  than 
blafphemy  is  it,  to  call  it  a  conceit  or  fancy  I  Doth  God  fa 
.on  work  his  infinite  power  to  beget  a  fancy,  or  raife  anina* 
gination  ?  (4.)  Conceits  and  whimfies  abound  moft  in  men  of  i 
weak  reafon :  Children,  and  fuch  as  are  crackt  in  their  «fr 
derilandings,  have  moft  of  them :  Strength  of  reafon  banifltf 
them,  as  the  fun  doth  mifts  and  vapours:  But  nowthe  moier* 
tional  any  gracious  perfon  is>  by  fo  much  the  more  he  isJiM 
fettled,  and  fatisfied  in  the  grounds  of  religiori :  Yea,  ttett 
is  the  higheft  and  pureft  reafon  in  religion ;  and  when  this 
change  is  wrought  upon  men,  ft  is  carried  on  in  a  rational 
way,  Ifa.  i.  18.  John  xvi.  9.  The  Spirit  over-powers  the  u* 
derftanding  with  clear  demonftrations,  and  filences  all  ob- 
jections, pleas  and  pretences  to  the  contrary.     (5.)  It  is  awl 
thing,  and  gracious  fouls  know  it  to  be  fo*  elfe  fo  mac/ 
'  thousands  of  the  faints  would  never  have  fuffered  fo  flianj 
[cruel  torments  and  miferies,  rather  than  forfake  a* fancy,  and 
fo  fave  all.     They  have  been  fo  well  fatisSed  of  the  reality  of 
that  which  the  world  calls  a  fancy,  that  they  have  chofen  ra* 
ther  to  embrace  the  ftake  than  deny  it.     The  conftancy  i 
Chriftians,  in  cleaving  to  religion,  was  common  to  a  proved 
among  the  heathen ;  who  when  they  would  exprefs  the  great* 
eft  difficulty,  would  fay,  *  You  may  as  foon  turn  a  Chriffiafl 
*  from  Chrift,  as  do  it.'     Surely  no  wife  man  would  fecrifa 
his  liberty,  eftate,  life,  and  all  that  is  dear,  for  a  conciet.  (6.) 
Its  reality  appears  in  it$  uniformity  in  all  thofe  on  whom  it* 
wrought :  "  They  have  all  obtained  like  precious  faith,"  2  P& 
i.  1 .  "  They  are  all  changed  into,  the  fame  image,"   2  Cor. 
iii.    18.    Three  thoufand  perfons  affe&ed   in  one  and  th* 
fame  n:anner  at  one  fetmon,  A&s  ii.  37.  Could  one  anitk 
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Came  conceit  poffefs  them  all  together  ?  Take  two  C&8Rarii 
.that  live  a  thoufand  miles  dift$nt  from  each  other,  that  ,ne-  ,.y 
▼er  heard  of  one  another,  let  thefe  perfotis  be  ex^^nmed/;and  v  ^ 
their  reports  compared,  and  fee  iftheydonot  fubftantially  agree,  :y\ 
and  whether  as  face  anfwers  face  in  the  water,  fo  tbeir  expert-   ;  *• 
ences  do  not  anfwer.one  to  the  other  ?  Whjch  could  never  be^   "*  \ 
if  it  were  a  groundless  conceit.     (7.)  Andlaftly,  Itismani- 
feft  itvis  a  reality,  and  puts  a  real  difference  betwixt  one  and    ; 
another,  became  God  carries  himfelffo  differently  towards 
them,  after  their  converfion;  now  he  finiles,  before  he  frown-  V 
.cd;  now  they  *re  lender  the  promifes,  before  they  were  uflk 
•der  the  threats  and  curies  *  and  what  a  vaft  difference  will  he     •< 

£  betwixt  the  one  and  the  other  in  that  great  day?  See 
tth.  xxv.  Surely,  if  thefe  nominal  Chriftians  did  but  differ 
in  conceit,  not  really  from  others,  the  righteous  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  would  not  pais  fuch  a  different  judgment  and  doom 
upon  them. 

By  all  this  you  evidently  fee,  that  grace  is  a  real  change,  aird 
not  a  conceited  one,  r  x  • 

3.  We  fay  that  this  real  change  paflfes  upon  the  whole  man : 
be  is  changed  in  foul,  hoiyy  and  pra&ice :  all  things  are  be- 
come new.  (1.)  This  change  appears  in  his  foul  1  For  by  it, 
(1.)  His  understanding  isftrangely  altered,  and  receives  things 
in  another  way  than  formerly.    It  did  look  at  Chrift  and  things 
eternal,  as  uncertain  and  light  matters ;  the  things  thatare  feen 
4nd  prefent,.  did  moftly  affed,  and  appeared  great  and  excel- 
lent ;  It  admired  riches  and  honour,  while  Chrift  and  glory 
were  over-looked  and  defpifed.     But-  now  all  thefe  temporals 
.are  efteemed  dung,  drofs,  vanity,  Phil.  in.  8,  it.  Rom.  viii. 
18.  And  Jefus  Chrift  is  now  efteemed  "  the  wifdom  and  the 
•«•  power  of  God,"  1  Cor.  i.  231  24.  It  did  look  on  the  faints 
as  defpicable  pcrfons,  but  now  as  the  "  excellent  of  the  earth,** 
Pfal.  xvi.  3.  Stri&nefs  and  duty  was  once  efteemed  a  needlefe 
thing,  but  now  the  only  thing  defirable,  Pfal*  cxix.  14.     "  Oh, 
'  "  faith  the  renewed  foul,  where  were  mine  eyes*  that  I  could 
w  fee  no  more  excellency,  in  Chrift,  his  ways,  and  people  ?" 
(2 .)  It  ftops  not  there  (as  it  doth  in  hypocrites)  but  paffes  on 
further,,  and  reduces  the  will  3  that  ftrong  hold  is  taken,  and 
delivered  up  to  Chrift.    It  did  rebel  againft  God,  and  could 
not  be  fubje£k,  but  now  it  fubmits,  Ads  ix.  6.  "*Lord,  what 
"  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  In  theday  of  Chrift's  power,  he 
prtfents  himfelfinall  his  drawing  glory  and  lovelinefs  before 
the  w$,  and  cries  to  that  ftubborn  faculty*  "-Open  tome> 

T  t  I  :-      _ 
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>  open  it  me;"  with  which  word  there  goes  forth  an  epetthtf 
<ad  fubduing  power,  which  die  will  no  fooner  feels*  t>&*i 
apoutaneoufly  motes  towards  him,  and  £uth»  «*  Stand  oped  ye 
*S  everiaiting  gates,  that  the  KiAg  of  glory  may  come  ito" 
Jiencefbith  it  votes  for  God,  fobferibes  and  fuhmto  to  his  wi| 
as  its  only  rule  and  la* ;  and  indeed,  it  becomes  the  principal 
feat  where  grace  makes  its  reGdence ;  add  where,  for  die  ttot 
fcnurt,  it  is  more  vifibic  than  in  any  other  faculty.    For  after  t 
^han  hath  fearebed  for  it  in  all  other  fitfullies,  and  carta* 
ilifcern  it,  yet  here  he  ordinarily  finds  it  $  to  will  is  prcfe^ 
Horn.  vm.  16.  (3.)  The  will  being  thus  gained  p  Qm%  km 
jpotnes  in  of  courfe  j  it*  feeling  the  power  of  grace  alfo,  pfe 
fcntly  changed!  its  obje& :  It  feiaeth  not  fc  greedily  on  earthl} 
pbjefte  as  before,  but  is  ftrangeiy  cooled  and  deadned  to  theffl, 
fcy  the  appearance  Of  a  fat  greater  glory  in  Jefns  Chrift;  whiek 
iath  fi>  captivated  the  foul*  «**&  fttcmgiy  attracted  this  zfft&oih 
that  it  is  no^ar  become  very  remifs  in  all  its  a&ings  towarA 
them*  and  Often  (efpecially  at  firft)  it  is  fe  weaned  from  all 
things  on  earth,  that  the  temptation  feems  to  He*  Oft  tbeoAft 
fstiemfe,  fcveti  in  too  great  negle&  of  our  lawful  employments 
^ndcomforU.    Now  Jefus  Chrift,  Cant.  i.  3   his  otdiaatceii 
3?fal.  cxix,  97*  and  his  faints,  1  Johii  |ii.  1 4.    are  the  only 
*4etights,  and  fweeteft  companions ;  he  c6uld  fit  from  momifij 
?tiH  night,  to  hear  difeourfes  ofChrift  life  beloved,  and  couid 
live  and  die  ip  five  <x>mpapy  pf  his  people,  yrhofe  company* 
*Bmr*mlk  ddiffbtfoland  tweet,  PfaL  on*.  63    (4.)  The*- 
-fires  arc  altered,  they  pant  110.  tfiore  after  the  dnft  of  the  &A 
jtyal.  ity.  6.  hut  pant  for   God,  as  the  «f  hart  after  the  water: 
*  brooks,*  PfaL  x3ii.  V.  Yea,  fo  big  «  the  iM  with  the* 
that  it  is  fometwne^  reafa  to  faiht,  yea,  tt>  txreak  with  tte  tonfc 
*ngk  hath  after  htfn,  Pfai  em.  ae.  (j.)  The  t^ghtl  * 
changed,  Hal.  oris*  113.  and  *e  thoughts  of  God  axe  not 
aooft  precious,  Pfal.  ctftcic.  47.  tmafing,  when  alone,  of  hifflj 
and  in  its  fofctude*  the  foul  entertains  itfelf  with  a  delightful 
feaft,  which  its  thoughts  of  Gpd  briftg  ill  to  vdkdh  k,  Ml 
5xiii.  5,  6.     (6.)  The  de%Q*  atidptojeas  of  the  foul  art 
^hanged ;  all  arc  fto^r  fwal^owed  up  m  one  grand  defign,  even 
*o  approve  fcifttfelf  to  God,  atod  be  accepted  of  htm,  2-O.  *• 
9.  and  if  he  fa?  not  there,  it  will  $ot  much  trouble  him,  if 
*U  his  other  defigus  ihould be  dafted.    It  were  eafy  tdinftaflcc 
$n  the  reft  of  the  affe&ions*  and  fhew  how  grace  fpreads  an* 
qftffufes  itfelf  into  them  all,  as  light  in  the  air,  or  leaven  ia<fc 
fmp*  but  this  may  fuffice,  to  (hew  how  it  pafies  upaatte 
-^plefoul,  and  enters  the  feverai  faculties  and  *&<£&$*  thereof 


*  7&>  heft  Work  in  ike  mrft  time*.  33$ 

r  And  the  fotil  being  thus  pofleft  for  God,  the  body  wkh  all 
jkt  members  is  confequently  refigncd  up  to  him  alfo  :  For  the 
Will  hath  the  empire  of  the  members  of  the  body,  as  well  as 
of  the  paffions  and  affe&ions  of  the  fool.  Thefe  are  not  any 
ipore  delivered  up  to  execute  the  lufts  of  Satan,  but  are  yielded 
ifxto  God  for  his  ends  and  ufes,  Rom.  vi.  19.  And  thus  you 
hare  the  third  thing  in  the  defcription  made  out  alfo,  that  it  is 
m  univerfal,  as  well  as  a  real  change.    But  then, 

4.  Laftly,  Yottmuft  know  that  by  this  change  God  prepares 
1  man  for  choice  and  excellent  fervices  $  and  this  indeed  is  the 
tttain  thing  defigned  in  this  chapter,  and  is  the  refult  and  iffue 
♦fall  that  hath  hitherto  been  faid  about  this  work  of  grace* 
i  Beloved,  can  you  imagine  that  God  could  employ  his  in- 
finite and  glorious  power,  to  produce  this  new  creature  in  fuch 
ia  excellent  nature,  it  being  the  mafter-piect  of  all  his  works  of 
ponder  wrought  upon  man,  and  not  aim  atfome  finguhr  ufe, 
tend  excellent  end  ?  Every  wife  agent  defigns  feme  end ;  and 
what  God  aims  at  be  bath  told  us,  Ifa.  xliii.  21 .  Eph*  ii.  20. 
And  accordingly  he  expeib  Angular  things  fjrom  fuch  per- 
fens*  Matth.  v.  47.  If  God  had  not  aimed  st  feme  ne#  fcr- 
fize>  he  need  not  haY&made  a  new  creature :  due  old  creature 
was  fit  Enough  for  the  old  ufe  and  fervice  it  was  employed  in. 

Eut  God  hatb  fome  choice  fervice  to  be  done,  wherein  he  will 
e  glorified.  He  will  have  his  name  glorified,  even  in  this 
porld,  by  die  a&ive  and  paffive  obedience  of  his  people.  By t 
this  being  far  above  all  the  power  of  nature,  God  therefore 
brings  them  forth  in  a  new  and  heavenly  nature,  endowed  with 
fere  fupernatural  and  divine  qualities,  by  which  it  is  fitted  and 
SxjteUeiitly  prepared  for  any  fervice  rf  God,  by  doing  or  by 
WFciinjj,  which  before,  be  had  no  fknefs  or  ability  for. 

The*very  make  and  conftttution  of  this  new  creature  fpeaks 
ts  ufe  and  end :  As  now,  if  a  man  look  upon  a  fword  or 
ffiife,  (fuppofing  he  had  -never  fcen  either  before)  yet,  I  fay, 
ry  viewing  the  (hape,  and  properties  of  it,  he  will  fay,  this 
ras  made  to  90*.  Even  fo  here,  this  new  creature  was 
armed  for  fame  glorious  and  Angular  fervice  for  God,  to 
rhich  it  is  exceedingly  advantaged,  whether  God  put  you 
pon  doing  or  fufFering.  If  you  afk  wherein  this  advantage  \ 
f the  new  creature  to  honour  God  either  way  lies  ;  I  aniwer, 
:  principally  cottfifts  in  its  heavenly  inclination^  or  natural 
nideneyib  God.  This  is  its  great  advantage ;  -for*  by  virtue 
Ethis, 

1 .  If  God.call  a  dian  to  any  duty,  there  is  a  frincipie  with*  " 
1,  clfifin$  witib  the  anmm&d  without,  and  moving  the  Jftk 
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freely  and  fpontaneoufly  to  duty,  Pfal.  xxvii.  8.  If  God  fap 
Seek  my  face,  fuch  an  heart  echoes  to  the  call,  Thy "face,  Lor& 
voiU  Ifeek:  And  this  is  it  which  is  called,  The  writing  if 
Cod's  law  in  the  heart,  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  and  muft  needs  be  a 
mighty  advantage  j  for  now  its  work  is  its  delight  and  wages, 
Pfal.  xix.  11.  The.  command  to  fuch  a  foul  is  not  grietoo^ 

*  1  John  v.  3.  and  by  this  it  is  kept  from  tiring  in  duty,  and 
being  weary  of  its  work.  As  you  fee  what  pains  children  cat 
take  at  play,  how  they  will  run  and  fweat,  and  endure  koodf 
and  falls,  and  take  no  notice  of  it ;  put  them  upon  any  man* 
ual  labour,  and  they  canqot  endure  half  lb  much  :  When  oar 

.work  is  our  delight,  we  never  faint  nor  tire  at  it.  This  in- 
clination to  God,  is  to  the  foul,  as  wings  to  a  bird,  or  fail* 
to  a  fhip.  This  carries  the  foul  eafily  through  every  duty. 
O  there  is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt  a  man  that  works  fir 

•  «*  g**i  or  one  whofe  work  is  wages  to  him*  And  here  pu  maj 
at  once  fee  wherein  the  principal  difference  betwixt  the  hypfr 

•crite  and  real  Chriftian  lies,  ity  the  performance  of  duty;  and 
alfo  have  a  true  account  of  the  reafon  why  one  perfeveres  inlA 
work  to  the  end,  when  the  other  flags.  Why,  here  is  tte 
true  account  of  both  ;  the  one  is  moved  to  duty  from  a  fl> 

.  tural  inclination  to  it,  the  oth^r  is  forced  upon  it  by  feme  o* 
ternal  motives:  For  the  hypocrite  takes  not  delight  in  the  ^ 

•  ritual  and  inward  part  of  duty,  but  is  fecretly  weary  of  it,  M& 
i.  13.  only  his  ambition  and  felf-ends  put  him  upon  it  as  a 
talk.  Rut  now  the  upright  heart  goes  to  God  as  his  joy,  P&l. ! 
xliii.  4.  And  faith,  "  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to  Got" 
Pfal.  Ixxiii.  nit.  When  the  fabbath  comes,  (that  golden fptij 
the  week),  oh  how  he  longs  to  fee  the  beauty  of  the  Lori  i> 

•  his  ordinances.!.   Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  And  when  engaged  in  tbe 
worfhip  of  God,  -he  cannot  fatisfy  himfelf  in  bodily  fenfch 

*  or  to  ferve  God  in  the  oldnefs  of  tbe  letter.  He  knoweth  that 
-this  perfttafion  comes  not  of  him  that  catted  him,  Gal.  ?.  7^* 

He  labours  to  engage  his  heart  to  approach  to  God,  ]**J°\ 
'  1  r.  And  hence  thofe  mountings  of  heart,  and  violent  falli«« 
the  defires  heavenward.  And  thus  you  fee  one  rare  advanoff 
to  glorify  God  a£fcivefy,  flowing  from  the  inclination  of  tk* 
new  creature. 

a.  But  then,  fecmdfy,  hence  in  like  manner  hath  the  few 
as  great  an  advantage  for  fufferings;  for  this  new  create 
"having  fuch  a  natural  tendency  to  God,  .will  enable  the  fori 
in  which  it  is,  to  break  its  way  to  God,  through  all  the  inter- 
poling  obftacles  and  difcouragements.  What  are  pefecutioffli 
*rhat  are  reproaches^  What  are  the  fears  and  frowns  of  art* 
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rales*  but  &  many  blocks  thrown  in  the  foul's,  way  to  keep  it 
from  God  and  duty  i  And  indeed  where  this  principle  of  grace 
is  wanting,  they  prove  inacceflible  mountains*  Gracelefs 
hearts  are  flailed,  and  quite  difcouraged  by  them :  but  now 
this  tendency  of  the  foul  to  God  enables  the  Chriftian  to  break 
his  way  through  all.  You  may  fay  of  him,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  as 
the  hiftorian  doth  of  Hannibal,  (who  forced  a  way  over  the 
Alps  with  fire  and  Vinegar),  either  he  will  find  away,  or  make 
away ;  "  Shall  fword  or  famine,  or  any  other  creature  fepa- 
'*  rate  me  from  Chrift?"  faith  an  upright  foul.  No,  ncs  it 
will  make  its  way  thro'  all  to  him,  and  that  from  this  tendency 
of  his  new  nature-  You  fee  in  nature,  every  thing  hath  a  ten- 
dency to  its  centre ;  fire  will  up,  do  what  you  can  to  fuppreft 
it;  water  will  to  thefea;  if  it  meet  with  dams,  yea  moun- 
tains in  its  way,  if  it  cannot  bear  them  down,  it  will  creep 
about  fome  other  way,  and  wind  and  turn  to  find  a  paflage  to 
the  fea.  God  is  the  Centre  of  all  gracious  fpirits,  and  grace 
will  carry  the  foul  thro'  all  to  him.     This  is  grace,  and  this  is 

I  our.  advantage  by  it  in  the  moil  difficult  part  of  your  work, 
twill  carry  you  through  all ;  make  the  hardeft  work  eafy  and' 
fleafant,  2  Cor.  xii.  10.  And  if  great  fufferings  or  tempta- 
tions interpofe  betwixt  you  and  your  God,  it  will  }>reak  thro* 
all,  and  enable  you  fc>  withftand  all ;  as  it  did  Paul  in  the  text, 
who  forced  his  way  not  only  through  the  fury  of  enemies,  but 
alfo  through  the  entreaties  and  tears  of  friends. 
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In  which  theneceffity  of  getting  clear  evidences  of  this'  work , 
of  grace  in  us,  in  order  to  our  readinefs  for  fufferings^  is 
held  forth  ;  the  nature  of  that  evidence  opened;  and  divers 
t kings  f  that  chad  and  obfcure  it$  removed  out  of  the  way.  • 

I  Have  done  with  habitual  readinefs,  confiding  in  an  in- 
wrought work  of  grace.  The  following  particulars  are 
the  things  in  which  our  aftual  rehdinefs  lies.  And  of  them 
that  which  comes  next  to  be  handled,  is  the  getting  .of  clear 
evidences  in  our  own  fouls,  that  this  work  hath  been  wrought 
on  u$  :  this  will  exceedingly  tend*  to  your  ftrengthening,  and 
comfort,  in  a~  fuffering  hour.  Blefled  Paul,  who  here  profek 
feth  himfelf  ready  both  for  bonds  and  death,  was  clear  in  this 
point  \  2  Tim.  i,  n.  and  iv.  6,  7.  And  indeed  had  he 
keen  cloudy  and  dark  in  this,  he  could  not  have  faid,  /  am 
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ready.  No,  bo,  be  had  been  in  an  ill  cafe  to  undertake  fak 
journey  to  Jerufalcm :  and  thou  wile  find  it  a  fingular  advan. 
tage  in  dark  and  difficult  days,  to  have  all  clear  and  right  with- 
in.   Now,  for  the  opening  of  this,  I  wiU  ihew : 

I.  What  the  evidence  or  manifestation  of  die  work  rf 
grace  is.  *         -      ; 

II.  How  it  appears  to  be  of  fuch  great  advantage  to  a  ft* 
fering  faint.  I 

W.  Prescribe  fome  rules  for  the  obtaining  of  k. 

I.  What  it  is.  And,  in  ftort,  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  4e 
Spirit  t  jhrning  upon  his  own  ipork  in  the  hearts  of  believer^ 
thereby  enabling  themfenfihty  to  fee  and  feel  it  to  their  vwnf&tfr 
faftien.  And  this  is  exprefied  in  Scripture  under  a  plcafint 
variety  of  metaphors.  Sometimes  k  is  called  the  w  {bedding 
«  abroad  of  the  love  of  God,  in  the  heart,"  Rom.  *.  5.  Some- 
times u  the  lifting  up  ol  the  light  of  God's  countenance,9 
Pfal.  W.  6.  and  fometin^  it  is  cxpreffed,  without  a,  trope,  ty 
Chrift's  manifeJHng  himfelf  to  the  foul,  John  riv.  a  I . 

For  the  opening  of  k,  I  defire  you  would  co&fidef  thefe  $ 
things. 

1 .  That  it  is  attainable  by  believers  in  this  life,  and  that  in  0 
reary  high  degree  andmeatbre.  Many  of  the  faints  have  ha4 
it  in  a  full  ifteafeire,  2  Cor.  ii.  1  a;  1  John  iii.  24.  John  zxi.  15* 

2.  Though  it  be  attainable  by  believers,  yet  k  is  a  thing  ft- 
parable  from  true  grace,  tad  many  precious  fouls  have  goat 
mourning  for  the  want  of  it,  Ifa.l.  10.  This  was  fomerims 
the  cafe  of  Heman,  David,  Job,  and  multitudes  more. 

3.  During  its  continuance,  it  is  the  fweeteft  thing  in  the 
world.  It  fwallows  up  all  troubles,  and  doubles  all  other  com- 
forts :  it  puts  more  gladnefc  into  the  heart,  than  the  incrai 
«f  porn  suid  wine,  P£al.  ir.  6.  Saavis  horat  fad  irevis  enm&i 
faptiqi&demfuavijjitwife^  Bernard. 

4.  Both  in  die  continuatioti  and  renaoral  of  it  the  Spirit  ads 
arbitrarily.  No  man  can  fay  1iow  long  he  (hall  walk  in  this 
fdea&nt  tight,  Pfal.  sex.  7.  «  By  thy  facoor  thou  haft  male 
M  my  mountain  ftand  ftrong,  thou  hideft  diyrfaoe,  and  i  was 
"  troubled."  And  when  in  darfcnefc,  nraecao&yfcowfcMgic 
mil  be^er  that  fweet  Jight  bseafc  forth  again.  God  can  icattcr 
the  cloud  unexpectedly  in  a  moment,  Cant.  *i.  4.  "It  was  bat 
*«  a  little  that  I  paffed  from  tbem,lbut  I  found  hi m  wJiom  *f 
"  foul  loveth."  These  is  fuch  an  cUmable  difference  * 
David's  Ipirk  inibme  Efokns,  as  ff*me  .man 'tad  written  A*  t 
ieginaing  and  another  the  end  of -tlieni. 

$*  Though  Gad*an  quickly  cemwe  die  dadmdfc*ird<fe«*» 
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£f  a  foul,  yet  ordinarily  the  faints  find  it  a  very  hard  and  diffi- 
cult thing  to  obtain  arid  prcfcrve  the  evidences  or*  their  graced 
Buch  k  the  darkne&,  deadnefs,  and  deeekfulnefs  of  the  heart  * 
fo  much  unevennefs  and  ineonftartcy  irt  their  pra&iee*  fo  many 
Counterfeits  of  grace*  and  fo  many  wiles  and  devUefc  of  Satan 
to  robtbem  of  their  peace,  that  few  (in  comparifon)  live  ih  a 
feonftattt  and  quiet  fruitiori  of  it: 

<>.  Notwithstanding  all  thefe  things  Which  increafe  the  dif- 
ficulty *  yet  Ood  hath  afforded  hid  people  a  fure  light*  and  fuf* 
fcisat  means,  in  the  diligerit  ufe  ana  improvement  whereof 
they  may  attain  a  certainty  of  the  work  of  grace  irt  theni.  And 
there  is  a  threefold  light  by  which  it  may  moil  clearly  and  in- 
fallibly be  difcotered; 

1;  Scripture -light,  whith  is  abie  t6  difedver  the1  fecrets  of  s 
Iriafft  heart  to  him  1  and  is  therefore  compared  to  the  Anato- 
tnber^s  knife^  Heb.it.  11. 

a.  The  innate  light  of  grace  itfelf  |  or*  if  yoU  will*  the  ligbfc 

fcf  experience*  i  John  v. '  o.     It  hath  feme  properties  and  o> 

feratidas  which  are  as  eflential,  necefikry*  and  infeparable,  as 

'  heat  is  t4  the  fire,  and  may  be  ad  feafibly  feh  and  perceived  by 

the  (bul,  Pfal.  cxix.  20. 

9;  The  light  of  the  Spirit,  fiiperadded  to  both  thefornier^ 
which  is  fcmetime*  tailed  its  eArneft,  fonietimes  its  feat  The 
Spirit  doth  b*it pldmi  the  habit  sy  excite  and  draw  forth  the  aftsf 
and  iA.\foJ&&e  upon  his  own  work*  that  the  foul  may  fee  it ;  and 
that  fometimes  with  fuch  a  degree  of  light  as  only  begets  peace* 
and  quiets  the  heart*  though  it  do  not  fully  conquer  all  the 
dooms  of  hi  And  at  other  time*  the  heart  is  irradiated  with 
i>  clear  a  beam  of  light,  that  it  is  able  to  draw  forth  a  trium- 
phant eonclufion*  and  fay,  Now  I  know  the  things  that  are* 
freely  given  me  of  God  :  I  believe,  and  am  fure, 

And  fo  much  briefly  for  the  opening  of  the  nature  of  this  e* 
IrideRce.  < 

II.  I  fliall  ftew  yoii  the  advantage  of  it  to  a  fuffering  fa«t* 
in  drder  to  the  right  management  of  a  fuffering  cotidition. 

And  this  will  appear  by  the  consideration  of  five  things. 
;  1.  You  will  readily  grant,  that  the  Chriftian's  love  to  God 
Mattr  a  mighty  influence  into  all  his  fufferings  fof  God.  Thii , 
grace  oAUve  euables  him  vidtorioufly  to  break  through  all  dif* 
acuities  and  discouragements.  "The  floods  can  not  drown  it,  nor 
*  the  waters  quench  it,"  Cant.  viii.  6,  7.  It  facilitates  the 
greateft  hardships,  1  John  v.  3.   And  whatever  a  man  fuflFers, 
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if  it  be  not  from  this  principle,  it  is  neither  acceptable  tff&A 

.nor  available  to  himfelf,  i  Cor.  xiii.  3. 

But  now  nothing  more  inflames  and  quickens  the  ChrifH- 
an's  love  to  God,  than  the  knowledge  of  his  interdlin  him, 
and  the  fenfible  perception  and  tafte  of  his  love  to  the  foul* 
Our  love  to  God  is  but  a  reflection  of  his  own  love  $  and  the 
more  powerful  the  ftroke  of  the  dire£fc  beam  is,  the  more  k 
that  of  die  reflex  beam  alfo.  Never  doth  that  flame  of  Jal 
burn  with  a  more  vehement  heat,  than  when  the  foul  hath  tbt 
mod  dear  maniieftations  of  its  intereft  in  Chrift  and  his  bene- 
fits, Luke  vik  47. 

2.  It  mttft  needs  be  of  Angular  ufe  to  a  fuffering  faint,  be* 
caufe  it  takes  out  the  (inking  weight  of  affliction.  That  whick 
finks  and  breaks  the  fpirit,  is  the  conjun&ion  and  meeting  df 
inward  and  outward  troubles  together;  then  if  the  Lord* 
not  ftrangely  and  extraordinarily  fupport  the  foul,  it  is  wrecto 
and  overwhelmed,  as  the  (hip  in  which  Paul  failed  was,  whet 
it  fell  into  a  place  where  two  feas  mat,  A&s  xxvii.  41^  0  ho* 
tempeftuous  a  fea  doth  that  foul  fail  in,  that  hath  fighting! 
luithouty  and  fears  within  I  how  mull  that  poor  Chriftiairt 
heart  tremble  and  meditate  terror,  that  when  he  retires  froo 
troubles  without,  for  fome  comfort  and  fupport  within,  (U1 
find  a  fad  addition  to  his  troubles  from  whence  he  expefted  re- 
lief againft  them  !  hence  it  was  that  Jeremy  fo  earneftly  de- 
precates fuch  a  mifery,.  "■  Be  not  thou  a  terror  to  me,  thou  an 
"  my  hope  in  the  day  of  evil,,"  Jer,  xvik  17.  This  is  prcrcut- 
ed  by  this  means:  if  a  man  have  a  clear  breaft,  and  all  I* 
quiet  within,  he  is  like  one  that  hath  a  good  roof  over  his  head 
when  the  ftorm  falls.  M  We  glory  in  tribulation,  becaufethe 
?  love  of  God  is-  flied  abroad  tn  our  hearts,"  Rom.  v.  3, 5. 

3.  It  is  a  fountain  of  joy  and  comfort  in  the  darkefi  and  fad* 
deft  hour.  Hence  the  glorious  triumphs  of  faints  in  their  af- 
flictions, Rom.  v.  5.  And  in  the  Chriftiar/s  joy  in  the  Lorfr 
lies  much  of  his  ffoength  for  bufferings,  Nehvviii.  10.  If  once 
thefpirit  droop  and  (ink,  the  man  is  in  a  bad  eafe  tofufien 
Holy  joy,  is  the  oil  that  makes  the  chariot-wheels  of  the  foal 
free  to  follow,  the  Lord,  Nontardat  unBa  rota.  To  fufe 
with  joyfulnefs  for  Chrift  is  a  qualification  that  God's  eye  i* 
much  upon  in  his  fuffering  fervants,  Col.  i.  it.  How  did  the 
famous  worthies  that  went  before  us  magnify  Chrift,  and  glfr 
rify  religion  by  the  holy  triumphs  of  their  faith  and  joy  under 
tribulation  !  one  kifs'd  the  apparitor  that  brought  him  news  of 
Bis  condemnation,  and  was Jike  a  man  tranfpotted  with  2^ 
excefs  of  joy ;  Aaother  upon  the  pronouncing  of  the  faitentt 
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Ineds  down,  and  with  hands  and  eyes  lifted  up,  folemnly 
hlcffes  God  for  fuch  a  day  as  that.  Oh  how  is  Chrift  magnifi- 
ed by  this !  and  this  cannot  be  until  intereft  be  cleared.  It 
is  true,  the  faith  of recumbency  gives  the  foul  a  fecret  fupport, 
and  enables  the  Chriftian  to  live ;  butthe/<ziYA  of  evidence 
keeps  him  lively,  and  prevents  all  thofe  uncomfortable  and 
uncomely  Gnkings  arid  defpoiidencies  of  fprrit,  2  Cor.  iv.  i6t 
17.  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  of  a  Angular  ufe  to  a  foul  at 
fuch  a  time.  * 

4.  And,  laftly,  It  is  of  fpecial  ufe  to  a  Chriftian  under  fuflfer- 
ings,  inafrauch  as  rt  enables  him  to  repel  the  temptations  that 
attend  upon  fufferings.  Nothing  fets  a  keener  edge  upori  his 
indignation  againft  unworthy  compliances,  than  this.  Indeed 
a  poor  cloudy  and  dubious  Chriftian  will  be  apt  to  catch  at  de- 
liverance, though  upon  terms  di&onourable  to  Chrift ;  but  he 
that  is  dear  in  point  of  intereft,  abhors  -compofitions  atfd  ca- 
pitulations upon  unworthy  terms  and  conditions,  Heb.  xi.  35. 
and  x.  34.  He  that  fees  the  gain  and  reward  of  fufFering,  will 
think  he  is  offered  to  his  lofe,  when  life  and  deliverance  are 
fet  before  him  upon  fuch  hard  terms  as  fin  is. 

And  thus  you  fee  what  influence  it  hath  into  a'  rufferipg 
condition. 

,  I1L  In  the  next  place  Ipremifed  to  preffcribe  fome  rules  for 
the  attaining  of  this  evidence,  and  the  difpelling  of  thofe 
doubts  by  which  it  is  ufually  clouded  in  the  fouls  of  believers. 
And  oh,  that  by  the  faithful  ufe^of  them  you  may  attain  it,  a- 
gainft  a  fufFering  day  come  upon  you* 

1.  Rule.  And  the  firft  rule  lihail  give  you  is  Arcs,  make  ft? 
your  bufinefs  to  improve  grace  more;  for  the  morevigoroue 
it  is,  the  more  evidential  k  muft  needs  be,  2  Pet.  i.  5,  6,  *j9 
8, 9*  1  o*  1 1 .  Oh  how  much  time  liave  many  Chriftiahs  fpent 
in  inquiring  after  the  loweft  figns  of  fincerity,  and  what  may 
confift  with  grace  ?  Which  had  they  fpent  in  the  diligent  im- 
provement of  the  means  of  grace,  for  the  increasing  of  it,  they 
would  have  found  it  afhorter  cut  to  peace  and  comfort  by  much* 

2.  Rule..  Miftake  not  the  rule  by  which  you  are  to  try '  your- 
felves,  left  you  give  a  falfe  judgment  upon  yourfelves.  Some 
are  apt  to  make  thofe  things  figns  of  grace,  which  are  not  % 
and  when  the  falfenefs  of  them  is  dete&ed,  how  is  that  poor 
foul  plunged  into  doubts  and  fears,  that  leaned  upon  them  ? 
As  now,  if  a  man  (hould  conclude  his  fincerity  from  his  dili- 
gence in  attending  on  the  word  preached  5  this  is  but  a  para- 
logtfrrl,  (as  thcapoftle  calls  it),  Jam.  i.  32.  By  which  a  man 
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deceivor.li  his  own  foul :  For  that  which  is  note  or  mark,  1&9I 
he  proper  to  the  thing  notified,  and  not  cpmrnop  to  any  tfaij 
elfe.  There  are  divers  Torts  of  marks  ;  foine  are  excluftytt  m 
principal  ufe  of  which  is  p>  convince  hold  pretenders,  and  dif*| 
cover  hypocrites  &  fuch  is  that,  1  Cor.  ix.  9.  It  is  a  moft  ccw 
tain  fign  where  thefe  are,  there  is  no  grace  \  but  yet  it  will  ad 
follow  on  the  contrary,  that  where  thefe  are  not,  there  isgracq 
See  Luke  xviii.  u.  Others  are  inctujive*  the  ufe  of  wjnchi 
not  fo  much  for,  trying  of  the  truth,  as  the  ftrength  and  dfe 
gre«s  of  grace.  4AS  now,  when  faith  is  defcribed  by  the  ra£t 
ana/  of  it,  or  by  fpme  of  its  heroic  ads,  andpronufes  mate 
to  feme  raifcd  degrees  and  operations  of  it  \  as  that,  Eph.  ii 
12.  &c.  here  a  miftakc  is  eafily  made*  Befides  thefe,  on* 
per  betwixt  thefe,  are  another  fort  of  marks,  which  are  calicl 
pofitive  marks;  and  thefe  agreeing  to  the  loweft  degree  fl| 
grace,  are  for  the  trial  of  the  truth  and  fincerity  of  it*  Suck 
are  thefe,  1  John  iv,  13.  1  John  ii.  3.  Matth,  v.  3.  BefoR 
to  try  by  a  proper  mark.'       ' 

3.  Rule.  Take  heed  of  fuch  fins  as  violate  and  wafie  the  con* 
Science ;  for  thefe  will  quickly  raife  a  milt,  and  involve  tift 
frul  in  clouds  and  darknefsj  J>fal.  Ii.  8.  &c.  Such  are  lias  a: 
gainft  light,  ana4  the  reclamations  pf  ^onfeiepce. 

4.  Rule,  labour  to  (him  tbpfe  common  miftakes  that  Chi* 
ftians  make  in  judging  of  their  ftate  $  amongft  which  I M 
feleflt  thefe  fjve  as  principal  ones. 

i.  OH  not  your  condition  imp  queftion  upcxa  every 
and  involuntary  lapfe  into  fin.  "Iniquities  prevail 
1*  me,  as  ftx  our  txanfgTeffions,  thou  ihajt  purge  them  awfy 
yfal.  bf:v.  3.  |n  (hbit,  thou  needeft  not  call'thy  condition  inq 
queftion,  provided  thou  find  thy  fpirit  working  as  Paul's  dii 
>nder  the  furpriaals  of  temptation:  yi%*  If,  (*•),  Thoud* 
rajpprove  of  and  delight  in  the  law,  though  thop  fall  {bort  of  it 
in  thy  prafticV,  Rom.  vii.  ia,  14.  (2.)  If  thy  failings  k  * 
•voluntary,  and  againft  the  resolution  and  bent  of  thy  foul*?**. 
15,  18,  J9-  (3.)  If  it  be  thp  loa4  and  burden  of  thy  foul,** 
34.  (4.)  If  the  thoughts  of  deliverance  comfort  thee,  ycr-^ 

2.  Queftion  not  the  truth  of  thy  grace,  hecaufe  it  was  vA 
wrought  in  the  fame  way  and  manner  \n  the£,  a£  in  others  • 
Tor  there  is  a  great  variety,  as  to  the  cjrcumftam:es  of  tuns  v& 
Manner,  betwixt  the  Spirit's  operations  upon  one  and  another. 
£ornpa*e  the  hiftory  of  Paul's  eonveri(io|i  with  that  of  the  Ja* 
£>r,  Zacheus,  or  Lydia,  and  fee  the  variety  of  circumilances. 

3.  Conclude  not  that  you  have  no  grace,  becaufe  youfcd 
$ot  thofe  tranfjports  and  ravifbing  joys  that  fcther  Chrifu># 
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£tf*lrof.  If  thou  canft  not  fay  as  Paul  doth,  Rom.  ViiL  36. 
yet  bids  God j  if  thou  cantt  but  breathe  forth  fuch  language  a* 
that,  Mark  **♦  24.  "  Lord,  1  believe,  help  thou  my  unbelief." 

4.  Say  not  fhou  hajH  no  grace,  because  of  the  high  attain- 
ments  of  fome  hypocrites,  who  in  Come  things  may  excel  thee. 
When  feme  pejtfons  read  tfye  fixth  chapter  to  the  Hebrews,  they 
kare  ftartled  to  fee  to  if  hat  a  glorious  height  {he  hypocrite  may 
fear  j  not  considering  that  there  are  thefe  three  things  wherein 
they  excel  the  nioft  glorious  hypocrite  in  the  world*  (#.)  That 
felf  wa$  never  dethroned  in  hypocrites,  as  it  is  in  them.  Alt 
that  an  hypocrite  doth  is  for  hinifelf,  (a.)  The  hypocrite  never 
hated  every  Ciu^  as  he  doth  \  bu{  hath  ftill  fome*  A  gag,  Rim* 
men,  or  Delilah.  (3.)  That  the  hypocrite  never  a£tad  in  duty 
from  the  bent  and  inciinatipn  of  a  new  nature,  taking  delight 
in  heavenly  employment,  but  is  snored  rather  as  a  clock  by 
the  weight  and  £oites  of  feme  external  motives  and  advantages* 

5.  Conclude  not  you  have  no  grace,  becaufe  you  grow  not 
fc>  fenfibly  as.  fome  other  £oriftians  dp.  You  may  be  divers 
ways  miftaken  about  this*  .  ( 1 .)  Y°u  may  meafure  your  growth 
by  yotir  defires,  and  then  it  appears  nothing  ;  for  the  Chrifti- 
an  ftuaaa  high,  and  grafps  at  all*  (2.)  Or  by  comparing  yt>w> 
(elves  with  fuch  as  have  larger  capacities,  time,  and  advantages, 
than  you*  (3>)  Or  by  comparing  your  graces  with  other  mens 
gifts,  which  you  miftake  for  their  graces.  (4.)  Or  by  thinking 
that  all  growth  is  upward  in  joy,  peace*  and  comfort  j  whereas 
you  may  grow  in  mortification  and  humility,  which  is  as  true 
a  growth  as  the  former.  Oh!  take  heed  of  thefe  miftakes; 
"they  have  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  many  Chriftians. 

5.  Rule.  Laftly,  Decline  not  fufferihgs  when  God  gives  yoa 
a  fair  call  tp  them.  Ob  !  the  Chriftian's  fuffering  time  is 
commonly  his.  cleared  and  moil  comfortable  time'.  u  Then 
*  the  Spirit  of  <3od  and  glory  reftcth  on  them,"  1  Pet.  iv.  14. 
That  which  hath  been  in  fufpence  for  fome  years,  is  decided 
and  cleared  in  a  faffering  hour.  And  thus  I  have  flwwed  you 
how  to  attain  this  nectjfary  qualification  aiji. 

C    H    A    R     vm. 

Difcovering  the  neceffity  of  an  improved  faith  for  the  right  ma- 
nagement of  fifferingS)  and  directing  to  fome  [pedal  means 
for  the  improvement  thereof 

TH  E  rtext  thing  conducing  to  our  a&ual  readinefs  for 
fufferings,  is  the  improvement  of  faith  to  ibrao  confi- 
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derable  degree  of  ftrength.  This  is  the  grace  that  mull  do  t 
main  fervice  in  fuch  an  hour  5  and  hath  the  principal  hand  aj 
fupporting  the  Chriftian  under  every  burden.  This  is  the; 
that  crowns  our  heads  with  vi&ory  in  the  day  of  battle, 
▼i.  1 6.  *  Above  all  taking  the  ftiield  of  faith/*  It  is  true,  e 
ry  grace  is  of  ufe,  and  contributes  affiftance:  Suffering  faiati 
have  been  beholding  to  them  all.  But  of  this  we  may  lay,  a 
Solomon  of  the  virtuous  woman ;  "  Though  many  graces  hait 
u  done  excellently,  yet  this  excels  them  all."  In  this  grace 
Paul  was  very  eminent ;  it  was  the  life  he  daily  lived,  Gal* 
K.  20.  Oh !  it  is  a  precious  grace,  %  Pet.  i.  i.  So  precious, 
that  Chrift,  who  feldom  admired  at  any  thing,  yet  wondered* 
this,  Matth.  viii.  io,  A  victorious  grace  it  is  that  overcome* 
all  difficulties,  Mark  iz.  23 •  By  this  fword  it  was  that  all  thofc 
famous  heroes,  Heb.  xi.  atchieved  all  thofe  glorious  oonque&i 
and  in  every  diftrefs  it  may  fay  to  the  foul,  as  Chrift  to  the  (ff- 
ciples,  John  xy.  5. «•  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing/'  This  if 
that  fword  that  hath  obtained  fo  many  vi&ories  over  the  world, 
1  John  v.  4.  And  that  tru&yjbield  that  hath  quenched  fo  ma- 
ny deadly  dacts  of  temptation,  which  have  been  levelled  at  the 
very  heart  of  a  Chriftian  in  the  day  of  battle.  By  it  a  Chriffi* 
an  lives,  when  all  outward  fenfible  comforts  die,  Hab.  ii-  4* 
It  is  the  ground  upon  which  the  Chriftian  fixes  his  foot,  airf 
never  fails  under  him,  2  Cor.  L  24.  The  neceffity  of  it  wilt 
more  clearly  appear,  by  conGdering  how  many  ways  it  relievo 
the  foul  in  trouble,  and  difburdens  the  heart  of  all  its  finlrinj 
loads  and  preffures :  There  art  two  things  that  fink  a  man's 
ipirit  when  under  fufFerings  \  viz.  The  greotnefs  of  the  troo* 
Mes,  and  rhe  weaknefs  of  the  foul  to  bear  them ;  againft  bo& 
which  faith  relieves  the  foul,  viz.  by  making  a  weak  fouL/?r«n£> 
and  heavy  troubles  light. 

Firfty  It  makes  a  weak  foul  ftrong  and  able  to  bear  5  andtk* 
k  doth  divers  ways. 

1 .  By  purging  out  of  the  foul  thofe  enfeebling  and  weaknitf 
diftempers  \  not  only  guilt  in  general,  which  is  to  the  foul  as» 
wound  upon  thevbearing  ihoulder,  Rom.  v.  x.  The  removal 
wliereof  enables  the  foul  to  bear  any  other  burden,  Ifa.  xxxiii- 
24.  But  it  alfo  removes  fear,  that  tyrant  paffion,  that  cuts  the 
nerves  of  the  foul.  For"  as  faith  comes  in,  fo  fear  goes  out: 
Look  in  what  degree  the  fear  of  God  is  afcendant  in  the  foul) 
proportionally  the  finful  fear  of  the  creature  declines  and  i* 
niiheth,  Ifa.  viii.  12,  13.  This  fear  extinguiflies  that,  astke 
fun-fhine  puts  out  fire*  "The  righteous  is  bold  as  a  bW 
Proy.  xxviiL  1.     The  word  T£33  fignifies  a  young  Mi» 
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Mo  hot  blood,  that  knows  no  fuch  thing  as  fear :  And  look, 
bow  much  of  the  foul  is  empty  of  faith,  fo  much  it  is  Jilted  with 
fear :  "  Why  are  yc  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ?"  Matth.  viiL 
26.  Certainly,  it  is  a  rare  advantage,  to  be  freed  from  the  com~ 
man  di/iraftionf  in  times  of  common  definition  \  and  this  advan-* 
Sage  the  foul  hath  by  faith* 

2.  It  ftrcngthens.  the  foul  to  bear  affli&ions  and  hardships  ^ 
not  only  by  purging  our  its  weakning  diftempers,  but  by  turn* 
in*  itfelf  to  Chrift,  in  whom  all  its  ftrength  lies  $  and  that  fuit- 
ably  to  the  fereral  exigencies  pf  the  foul,  in  all  its  diftreffes* ' 
Doth  darknefs,  like  the  ftiadqw  of  death,  overfpread  the  earthy 
and  all  the  lights  of  earthly  comforts  difappear  ?  then  faith  fup- 
ports  the  heart,  by  looking  to  the  Lord,  Micah  vii.  7.  x  And 
this  look  of  faith  exceedingly  revives  the  heart,  Pfalm  xxxiv* 
5.  and  enlightens  the  fowl.  Doth  God  pluck  away  all  earthly 
props  from  under  your  feet,  and  leave  you  nothing  vifible  to 
reft  upon  ?  in  that  exigence  faith  puts  forth  a  fuitable  a&,  viz* 
Hefting  or  flaying  upon  Cod%  Ifa.  xxvi.  3*  and  by  this  the  fout 
>  comes  to  be  quieted  and  cftablifhed,  Pfalm  qxxv.  1  •  Do  temp* 
tations  ftrive  to  put  off  the  foul  from  Chrift,  and  difcourage  it 
from  leaning  upon  the  promife  ?  Then  it  puts  forth  an  aft  of 
refolution,  Job  xiii.  15.  And  fo  breaks  its  way  through  that 
discouragement ;  or  hath  the  foul  been  long  feeking  God  fop 
deliverance  put  of  trouble,  and  ftill  there  ia  fiknce  in  heaven, 
no  anfwer  Comes;  but  inftead  of  an  anfwer  comes  a  temptati- 
on, to  throw  up  the  duty,  and  feek  to  deliver  itfelf  ?  Then  faith 
puta.forth  another  aft  upon  Chrift,  fuitable  to  this  diftrefs,  viz* 
An  aft  of  waiting f  Ifa.  xlix.  23*  which  waiting  is  oppofed  to 
that finf id  hajte  which  the  foul  is  tempted  to,  Ifa.  xxviii.  16.  Or 
doth  God  at  anytime  call  the  foul  forth  tofome  difficult  fervice. 
agaihft.  which  the  flefh  and  carnal  reason  difpute  and  plead  ? 
Mow  faith  helps  th?  foul,  by  putting  forth  an  aft  of  obedience  ; 
and  that  whilft  carnal  leafon  ftands  by  diflatisfied,  Gal.  i.  16.. 
And  hence  it  is,  that  obedience  carries  the  name  of  faith  upon 
it,  to  Ihew  its  defcent,  Rom.  xvi.  26.  Faith  encourages  the 
foul  to  obey,  not  only  by  urging  God's  command^  but  by  giving 
It  God's  warrant  for  its  indemnity,  Heb.  xi.  24,  2ji  26.  Or 
loth  a  poor  believer  find  himfelf  overmatched  by  troubles  and 
anptations,  and  his  own  inherent  ftrength  begin  to  fail  under 
e  burden?  Then  faith  leads  him  to  an  omnipotent  God,  and 
fecures  him  from  fainting  under  his  trouble,  Pfalm  lxi.  2. 
■  the  Lord  is  everlafting  ftrength.  El  Sbaddaiy  is  a  name  of 
kcouragcment  to  a  feeble  fgul,  Ifa.  xL  29,  30*  \\ .    And  thu* 
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you  fee  the  firft  particular  made  good,  viz.  What  i( 
ning  influence  it  hath  upoa  a  weak  foul.  4 

Secondly  >  In  the  next  place,  let  us  fee  how  it  lightens  M 
Chriftian's  burdens,  as  well  i&ftrengtbens  his  backcobear.il 

And  certainly,  this  grace  of  faith  doth  ftraagely  alter  i 
very  nature  of  lufferings,  taking  away  both  the  heaviness  an 
farror  a£  them  ;  and  this  it  doth  diTers  ways  : 

1.  By  committing  the  bufinefii  to  Chrift>  and  leaving* 
matter  with  him ;  and  fo  quitting  the  foul  of  all  thefe  aaxicW 
and  perturbations,  which  are  the  rery  burden  and  weight  of  i 
fti&ion,  Pfcdra  xxxvii.  5.  For  certainly,  that  which  finks  1 
in  days  of  trouble,  h  rather  from  within,  from  our  wmljyH 
diuous,  and  clamorous  thoughts,  than  from  the  trouble*  tU 
(elves  with  which  we  conflki ;  But  by  committing  thcaatii 
to  God,  the  foul  is  quickly  brought  to  reft* 

2,  By  discovering  much  prefent  good  in  our  troubles;  U 
more  good  faith  discovers  in  a  trouble,  the  more  fopportatt 
and  eafy  it  makes  it  to  the  foul.    Now  fakh  brings  in  a  coo* 

.  fortaWe  report,  that  they  are  not  $nfy  evils,  as  the  troubled 
the  wicked  ate,  Ezek.  vii*  5.  but  have  an  allay  and  idM 
of  much  good*  Heb.  xii.  10.  Ifa.  xxvii.  9* 

5.  By  foreseeing  the  end  and  final  removal  of  tieifc,  d 
that  near  at  hand,  2  Cor.  iv,  17.  That  which  daunts  and* 
paaea  men  in  times  of  trouble,  is,,  that  they  can  fee  noesJ 
of  them.  Hence  the  heart  faints,  and  hands  bang  do* 
through  difepuragement :  But  now  faith  brings  the  joyful  ti^ 
inga  of  the  end  of  troubles ;  and  faith  to  the  foul,  "  Wfejff 
V  thou  caft  i*owa,  O  my  foul  t  and  why  fo  difqaieted  andtf 
M  coeraged  wkhtn  me  ?  as  if  thy  fufiexings  were  like  theW* 
"  ferings  of  tbt  danined,  endlefs  and  everkfting,  whereaitkf 
**  are  but  for  a  moment  >  yet  a  little  while,  a  very  littk  wft 
*t  and  he  that  fhall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry,"  Hi 
x.  37.  Ytt  a  little  while,  and  then  the  days  of  thy  pawiq 
flaall  be  over.  . '  - 

4.  By  comparing  our  fufferings  with  the  fufFeringsof  otbcrt» 
which  exceedingly  dimi»ift*ech  and  fhrinks  them  up*fcn*. 
times  the  believer  compared  bis  fufferings  with  Chriii's,  & 
then  he  is-aihamed  that  ever  be  gaould  complain  and  (W 
under  them.  Oh  1  faith  he,  what  is  that,  to  that  which* 
Lord  Jefus  fuffered  for  me  ?  He  fuffered  in  all  his  wfidto 
head,  hands,  fide,  feet,  from  all  hands*  friends  and  enemA 
in  all  his  offices  *  yea,  in  bis  foul,  as  well  as  in  bis  body: 
44id  indeed  the  fufferings  of  his  ioul,  were  the  very  foul* 
his  fufferings:  Sometimes  he  compares  them  with  tteW;| 
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EeringS  of  others  of  the  faints  in  former  ages:  When  he 
reads  in  faith  the  hiftory  of  their  perfecutioni,  he^is  framed 
*ut  of  hi?  complaints*  and  faith,  *  Am  I  better  than  niy  h*- 

*  thers?'  Sometimes  he  compares  them  with  the  fufferincp  of 
the  damned ;  c  Ob  what  is  this  to  everlafting  burnings  I  What 

*  is  a  prifon  to  hell?  How  light  and  eafy  is  itto  fuffer  for 

*  Chrift,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  fufferings  which  are  from 

*  Chrift  V  And  thus  the  foul  is  quieted,  and  the  terror  of  fuf- 
ferings abated*  -.••-,. 

5.  Faith  entitles  Chrift  to  the  betievcrVfuffcrings,  and  pat* 
fnetri  Upon  his  fcore  $  and  fo  it  exceedingly  transforms  and 
•iters  them  t  Ah !  it  is  no  (mail  relief,  when  a  man  can  hold 
up  the  Bibles  as  that  martyr  did  at  the  flake,  and  fay,  «  This 
f  is  that  which  hath  brought  nie  hither  t'  Or  as  the  Pfalmift  j 
«  For  thy  Jake  we  are  killed  all  the  day  long :"  Or  as  the  apo* 
ftle,  Col.  i*  24*  "  I  fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  fuffer* 
«  ings  of  Chrift  in  my  flefW' 

6.  Laftly,  Faith  engages  the  pfcfcntt  of  God,  td  be  and  a* 
hide  with  the  foul  in  all  its  folitudes  and  fufferings  :  It  lays 
fold  upon  the  promifes  made  to  that  purpofe,  Pfaim  xxiii.  24 
Ifa*  xliin  2»  Hcb.  xiii.  5.  John  sir.  18.  And  whiift  a  poor 
foul  enjoys  this*  the  very  fenfe  of  troubles  U  fwallowed  up. 

And  thus  I  have  given  fome  brief  hints,  how  faith  relieves 
and  ftrengthens  the  foul  in  a  fuffering  hour :  The  next  thing 
!a  to  dire&  you  how  to  improve  this  excellent  grace,  that  it 
may  do  you  fuch  fervice  as  this  in  a  time  of  need  1  And*  itt 
•rder  thereunto,  I  Avail  give  you  thefe  feven  directions* 

1.  Attend  diligently  upon  the  mimftraoon  of  the  gofpd^ 
which  is  not  only  the  procreant,  but  aUb  the  conferving  caufo 
of  faiths  I  Pet.  ii.  2.  The  doftrme  qffaitb,  is  the  food,  and 
nutriment  of  the  grace  of  faith :  There  are  its  rules,  its.  en* 
touragements,  its  cordials :  Thence  faith  takes  and  treafures 
*p  its  michtams%  to  which  it  hath  rsconrfe  in  times  of  need : 
Every  attribute^  command*  or  pramifef  that  fhines  forth  there* 
is  a  dHh  for  faith  to  feed  on*  but  all  together  are  a  royal 
fcaft,  Pfalm  Ixiii.  5,  Some  fafthe  land  of  Judea  is  called 
u  the  land  of  the  living,*'  in  Pfidmrxvii.  13..  in  refpe&ofi 
die  ordinances  of  God,  whieh  that  people  enjoyed.  Certain 
it  is,  they  are  the  great  inftruments  of  quickning  fouls  at 
firft,  and  preferving  that  life  it  fo  begat  in  them :  But  then  be 
fare  they,  have  Chrift's  ftamp  upon  them,  and  that  they  be  mi- 
niftred  by  his  evm  officers,  and  in  his  own  way :  And  fo  you 
omy.reafonably  expert  more  fruits  and  influences  ironi  theaij 

voi^YDr    -  ?7  ..-"  X* 
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than  from  all  private  gifts  and  helps  in  the  world  :  "Fori 
««  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion,  more  than  all  the  dwdlifl| 
"  of  Jacob/'  Pfalm  lxxxvii.  2.  And  all  private  helps  nq 
fay,  in  comparifon  of  Chrift's  public  ordinances,  as  Gidca 
laid  to  the  men  of  Ephraim,  Judges  viii.  2.  "  What  have  J 
♦«  done  in  comparifpn  of  you  i" 

2.  Improve  well  your  facrament  feafons,  thofe  harveft-dai 
of  faith :  This  ordinance  hath  a  direct  and  peculiar  tendend 
to  the  improvement  and  ftrengthening  of  faith.  It  is  a  pledjj 
fuperadded  to  the  promife  for  faith's  fake  :  Heavenly  and  fr 
bkme  myfteries  do  therein  (loop  down  to  your  fenfes,  that  jd 
may  have  the  clearer  apprehenfions  of  them  *  and  the  dean 
the  apprehenfions  are,  the  ilronger  the  aflent  of  faith  muft  new 
J>e :  By  this  feal  alfo  the  promife  comes  to  be  more  ratified  dj 
us ;  and  the  firmer  the  promife  appears  to  the  foul,  the  mod 
bold'  and  adventurous  faith  is  in  calling  itfelf  upon  it :  Oil 
how  many  poor  doubting  trembling  fouls  have  in  fuch  a  feafaf 
gathered  the  full  ripe  fruits  of  aflurance,  from  the  top-bough 
of  that  ordinance! 

3.  Frequent  actings  of  faith,  are  rare  and  fpecial  means  4 
improving  it :  "To  him  that  hath,"  (1.  e.)  that  improves m 
ufes  what  he  hath,  "{hall  be  given,"  Matth  xxv.  29.  Tla 
was  the  way  by  which  Paul  thrived  in  faith,  and  every  othfl 
grace  fo  exceedingly,  that  he  outgrew  them  that  were  in  Cbrit 
before  him,  1  Cor.  xv.  10.  It  is  true,  its  beginning  in  die 
foul,  is  not  after  the  manner  of  other  habits,  either  mod, 
or  natural :  This  is  not  of  natural  acquifition,  but  by  divine 
infuTion :  But  yet  its  improvement  is  in  the  fame  manner.  ft 
then !  if  ever  you  would  have  a  flourifhing  faith,  rouze  it  of 
OUt  of  the  dull  habit,  and  live  in  the  daily  exercife  of  it. 

4.  Go  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  Author  and  finilher  flf 
faith,  and  cry  to  him,  as  Mark  ix.  24.  "  Lord,  increafe  m? 
?.  faith  ;"  Yea,  beg  the  affiftance  of  others  prayers  in  this  be* 
half,  as  the  apoftlejdid,  ,1  Theff.  iii.  10.  2  Theflli.  11.  &* 
animates  prayer,  and  prayer  increafeth  faith* 

5.  Improve  times  of  affliction  for  the  increafe  of  faith  :  For 
certainly,  fandtified  afflictions  do  notably  exercife  arid  increafe  ■ 
this  grace,.  1  Pet.  i.  7.  In  times  of  profperity,  we  know  not 
what  ftock  of  faith  we  have :  We  live  fo  much  upon  things 
fcen,  that  we  cannot  many  times  tell  whether  we  have  faith  of 
no  i  But  when  difficult  days  eome,  then  we  muft  get  out  oaf 
whole  fubfiftence  and  livelihood  by  faith,  Hab.  ii.  4.  Yea,  thai 
Y^ehave  many  proofs  and  experiments  -of  God's  fidelity  in  the 
promifes,  which  is  a  choice  fcelp  to  faith,  2  Ohvi,  to 
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6.  Keep  catalogues  of  all  your  remarkable  experiences ;  trea- 
!tfcre  them  up  as  food  for  your  faith  in  time  to  come  :  Oh  !  it 
*isa  Angular  encouragement  and  heartening  to  faith,  when  it 

can  turn  over  the  records  of  God's  dealing  with  you  in  years 
paft,  and  fay  as  Jofhua,  **  Not  one  thing  hath  failed,"  Jofhua 
!  xxiii.  14.     When  it  can  fay  fo  of  promifes,  that  have  already 
had  their  accomplifhments,  then  they  will  be  apt  to  fay  con- 
cerning thofe  yet  to  be  accomplished,  as  Elizabeth  faid  to  Mary; 
Luke  i.  45.  "  Bleffed  is  the  foul  that  believeth,  for  there  {hall  be 
u  a  performance  of  thofe  things  which  are  told  it  by  the  Lord-** 
Thefe  experiments  are  the  food  of  faith  :  Pfalm  Ixxiv.  14* 
,**  Thou  breakeft  the  heads  of  Leviathan  in  pieces,  and  gaveft 
"«  him  to  be  meat  to  thy  people  inhabiting  the  wildernefs," 
{$.  e.)  That  famous  experience  of  the  power  and  love  of  God  in 
their  red-fea  deliverance,  where  he  deftroyed  that  fea-monfter 
Pharaoh,  and  his  hoft,  was  meat  to  the  faith  of  God's  Ifrael  in 
xhe  wilder nefs  afterwards.     We  often  find  Chrift  charging  -the 
\  peoples  unbelief  on  a  bad  memory,  Matth.  xvi.  8,  9.     And, 
hence  it  was,  that  the  Lord  commanded  the  Ifraelites  to  keep 
journals  of  every  day's  occurrences ,  Numb.  xiii.  1,  2.     It  is  a 
thoufand  pities  inch  choice  helps  fhould  be  loft.    .Oh  !  if  you 
could  but  remember,  how  the  Lord  hath  appeared  for  you'ia 
former  exigencies,  and  how  often  he  hath  fliamed  you  for 
your  unbelief,  it  would  exceedingly  animate  your  faith,  both 
in  pfefent,  and  fu&ire  diftrefies,  Micah  vi.  5. 

7.  Lafily,  Beware  of  fenfe,  which  is  the.fupplanter  of  faith. 
O  if  you  live  upon  things  earthly,  you  put  your  faith  out  of  its 
office :  Things  earthly  have  an  enmity  to  faith.  "  This  is  the 
u  viftory  by  which  we  overcome  the  world,  even  our  faith," 
.1  John  v.  4.  Overcoming  denotes  a  confliQ:,  and  confli&s  in- 
fer oppofitions.  .  Oh  you  that  live  fo  much  by  fight  and  fenfe 
on  things  vifible,  what  will  you  do  when  in  David's,  or  Paul's 
cafe,  Pfal.  cxlii.  4.  2  Tim.  iv.  i#.  when  all  outward  en- 
couragements and  ftaysfhall  utterly  fail  ?  What  had  Abraham 
.done,  if  he  had  not  been  able  to  believe  againft  hope,  i.  e. 
fuch  an  hope,  as  is  founded  in  fenfe  and  rtfafon. 

Reader,  I  advife  and  charge  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
as  thou  hopeft  to  live  when  vifible  comforts  die,  that  thou  be 
diligent  in  the  improvement  and  preparation  of  this  excellent 
grace  of  faith  :  if  it  fail,  thou  faileft  with  it ;  and  as  thy  faitb 
is,  fo  art  thou.  Confult  all  the  cloud  of  witnefies,  and  fee  if 
thou  canft  find  a  man  amongft  them,  that  did  not  atchieve  the 
.^iftoxy  by  his  faith.     Had  they  not  all  been  run  down  by  the 
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fario\isvaflanIt8  of  temptation,  and  inftead  of  a  dW^t»W 
fo,  been  fo  many  ^*/fcr/  cf  faH%  and  monuments  of  repr«« 
and  fhame  to  religion,  if  their  faith  had  foiled  in  it*  trial,     j 
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Wherein  the  neceffity  a*4  iiftfulrtefs  <f  Chri/Han  f&itiuk  in* 
der  to  fvfferihgs  is  evinced*  with  a  brief  account  vf  if?  M 
ture  anftbe  means  of  attaining  if.  ' 

,  ^T1  H  £  i|ext  grace  which  concure  to  the  completeing.tf  to 
|  actual  readinefe  for  fafferwg9,  is  Cbrtftwi  fqrtitudef  i 
fioly  courage ;  which  muft  fay  in  thy  heart,  in  a  time  of  (Ul 
ger,  as  Elijah  once  did,  '*  As  the  Lord  lives*  I  will  ibew  i 
*«  felf.w  This  alfo  is  a  choice  part  of  your  prepatation-wdl 
In  this  grace  our  apoftle  was  eminent :  when  he  was  ttty 
f«  Bonds  apd  afflidsoqs  waked  for  him  ;"  irecpiild  fay,  11^ 
**  none  of  thefe  things  moved  him,"  Afts  apt.  24.  Yea,  whl 
he  was  to  appear-before  the  lion  Nero,  and  not.  a  man  wd| 
own  or  (land  by  him,  yet  he  (fend?  his  ground,  refohing  ratkfc 
fo  die  on  the  place,,  than  difhonourably  to  recede  from  hispri* 
ciples  and  profeffion,  a  Tim.  ivT  16,  17.  ,  He  let  the  w^H 
•with  all  its  threats  and  terrors,  lower  than  it  fct  him.  Ota 
confpicuous  was  this  grape  in  all  thofe  heroes  that  ha?e|4 
pn  before  us !  And  if  ever  you  hope  to  ftand  in  the  evlldafi 
and  be  fetched  off  the  field  with  honour,  you  myft  rouze  up  a* 
awaken  ydpr  courage  for  God  :  And  the  neceffity  thereof  1  * 
appear  upon  thefe  four  confideraftions. 

1 .  Becaufe  the  fuccefs  and  prevalence  pf  Satan's  tepiptattti 
5n  the  hour  of  perfection  depends  upo$  the  fainting  andett 
.throw  of  this  grace.  Wherefore  doth  he  raife  perlecimonsil 
*he  worlds  but  becaufe  fuch  terrible  things  are  fitted  to  *o4 
"upon  the  paflion  of  carnal  fear,  which  rifes  with  *kofe  danp* 
snd  makes  the  foul  as  a  tumultuous  fea.  This  is  it  he  aims* 
Neh.  vi.  13.  This  is  a  multiplying  paffion,  that  ^F^ 
dangers  more  and  greater  than  they  are,  and  fo  drives  die  W 
Into  the  very  net  and  fnare  laid  by  the  devil  to  take  fc.  Pfl* 
mix.  2  5.  "  The  fear  of  man  brings  a  figure  •"  which  was  ^k 
exemplified  \n  Abraham,  Gen,  xii.  \z.  and  rdivers  otta** 
the  faints.  If  he  can  hut  fubdue  this  grace,  he  will  quickly 
hrmg  you  to  capitulate  for  life  and  liberty,  upon  the  bafeftw 
rnoft  di {honourable  terms ;  therefore  .the  preparauon  tf  # 
grac^  is  fo  exceedingly  neceffajy. 
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*,  Becaufe  this  is  thevgraqe  that  honours  Jefas  Chrift  abun- 
dantly, when  you  are  bought  «ppn  the  ftajje  for  bim, 

'there  is  a  great  folemfuty  at  the  fufferingand  trial  of  jf 
feint :  heaven,  ear«h,:a»d  hell,  are  fpe&atore,  obfe?r*ing  the 
Jflue,  and  how  the  faints  will  acquit  themfelves  in  tharhourv 
IfQr  «?*  «*?&  ^  fpeft&ek)  faith  the  apoftle.  The  word  is 
\  9#*rw  iy*x9$w»>  we  are  fct  as  upon  a  theatre  in  .public  view* 
I  Cor.  iv.  9.  God,  angels,  and  faints,  watt  to  fee  the  glorious 
triumph*  of  their  faith  and  courage,  reflecting  honour  upon 
die  name  and  eaufe  of  Cbrift.  Devik  and  wicked  men  gap* 
for  an  advantage  by  their  cowardife.  Certainly  very  much 
lies  now  upon  the  Christian's  bands.  Should  he  faint  and  gft* 
ground,  -how  will  it  fucniflLthe  triumphs  of  hell,  and  make 
Chriifs  enemies  vaunt  over  him,  as  if  his  love  ra«  fo  low  in 
die  hearts  of  his  people,  that  they  durft  not  adventure  any  ' 
thing  for  htm  ?  Or,  as  if,  iwtwithftanding  their  brave  words 
and  glorious  profejfion,  they  durft  not  truft  their  own  princi? 
.pics  when  it  comes  to  the  trial  i  But  if  now-tbey  play  the  men, 
anddrfcover  an  holy  gallantry  of  fpirit  and  refolution  for  Chrifti 
haw  will  it  daunt  the  enemies,  arid  make  diem  fay  as  Marcus 
bifixop  off  Acetheufa  made  pne  of  Julian's  nobles,  prefent  at 
his  torments,  tody  concerning,  him,  WedreaJbamed^O  empet 
ror>  the  Cbrrftians  laugh  0  yeur  (rtielty !  And  how  wUl 
God  hhnfelf  rejoice  arid  glory  over  them,  as  he  once  did  over 
Job  when  he  fetched  him  with  honour  off  that  firft  field  !  Job 
iu  3.  «  Still  he  holdeth  faft  his  integrity/' 

3.  Tour  own  peace  is  wnmt  up  in  it,  as  well  as  God's 
glory.  Is  it  nothing,  think  you,  to  be  freed  from  thofe  vul- 
tures and  barpits,  that  feed  upon  the  hearts  of  men  at  fuch 
times  f  Surely  God  reckons,  that  ho  proimfcth  a  very  great 
mercy  to  his  people,  when  he  promifeth  it,  Prov.  i.  ttlf*  Pfal. 
exii.  7.  When  Borromaeus  was  told  of  fome  that  lay  in  watt 
fo  take  away  his  life,  it  troubled  him-  not,  but  he  iaid,  An 
JDeus  eft  intnundo  pronibih  ?  What,  is  God  in  the  world  for 
aought  i  And  like  to  this  was  the  anfwer  of  Silentiarius  in  the 
dike  cafe;  Si  Deus  mei  curam  nonbdbefj  qaidvivd?  If  God 
take  not  care  for  me,  how  do  I  live  ?  Oh  this  is  it  that  brings 
you  to  an  holy  quietude  of  fpirtt  in  times  of  confufion  and  dil* 
|ra£tion,  which  is  a  choice  mercy. 

4.  Your  magnanimity  is  of  fpecial  ufe  to  other  faints,  who 
.  are  following  you  in  the  fame  path  of  fufierings.     If  you  faint, 

it  is  like  the  fainting  of  a  ftandard* bearer  in  an  army :  you  bring 
thereby  an  evil  report  upon  the  crofe  of  Chrift,  as  ihzjirftfpks 
did  uplp  the  land  of  Canaan.    And  a  like  influence  with  that 
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h  is  like  to  have  on  jour  brethren ;  fo  that  there  is  a  tteceffiti 
of  improving  this  grace  alfo  before  you  can  fay  with  Paul  yoi 
are  ready. 

2.  But  what  is  this  Chriftian  fortitude,  and  wherein  doth  k 
confift. 

I  anfwer  briefly,  //  is  an  holy  bolinefs  in  the  performance  ^ 
difficult  duties  j  flowing  from  faith  in  the  call  of  God,  and  his  pn- 
ynife  to  us  in  the  difcharge  of  them. 

And  fo  you  have  the  nature  of  it  in  thefe  four  particulars. 

i.  It  is  an  holy  haldnefs9  ndt  a  natural  or  finful  boldnefs,  a* 
rifing  either  from  the  natural  conftitution,  or  evil  dhpofitioa 
©f  the  mind. 

2.  It  is  exprefled  about  duties  for  truth,  not  error,  Jer.ix. 
3-  for  the  intereft  of  Chrift,  not  of  the  flefh. 

3.  The  feafon  in  which  it  appears  is,  when  duties  arefun 
rounded  and  befet  with  difficulties  and  dangers,  Dan.  iii- 16* 
Dan.  vi.  10. 

4.  The  fountain  whence  it  flows  is  faith,  and  that  a$  itre- 
Jpe£bs  the  command  and  call  of  God  to  duty,  A&s  zri.  ifc 
And  his  promife  to  us  in  the  difcharge  thereof,  •  Jofh.  i.  5,6; 

And  this  grace  ftands  oppofed,  both  to  the  fear  of  man  in 
the  caufe  of  God,  Heb.  xi.  27.  and  to  apoftacy  from  the  truA 
for  fear  of  fuffering.     Thus  briefly  of  the  nature  of  it. 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  I  {hall  lay  down  feme  rules  for  the  pro* 
moting  and  improvement  of  it,  and  fo  finifh  this  chapter. 

Now  there  are  ten  rules  heed  fully  to  be  obferred  for  the 
breeding  of  holy  courage  in  the  breaft  of  a  faint  in  evil  times! 

I."  Rule.  And  the  firft  rule  is  this,  Get  a  weaned  heart  frorf 
all  earthly  enjoyments.  If  the  heart  be  inordinately  fixed  updf 
any  one  thing  that  you  poflefs  in  the  world,  that  inordinate  * 
Aimation  of,  and  affection  for  it,  will  ftrangely  effeminate,  it 
ten,  and  cowardize  your  fpirit  when  your  trial  comes,  2  Thtf. 
ii.  4..  You  meet  not  with  a  man  of  courage  for  God,  but  had  hi 
heart  dead  to  earthly  things ;  fo  it  was  with  Paul,  PhiL  iii.  I 
Since  the  apoftles,  we  fcarce  meet  with  a  greater  example  < 
holy  rrfagnanimity  than  Luther*;  and  if  you  read  his  ftory,  f 
will  find  few  men  ever  fet  a  lower  rate  on  the  world  than  h 
All  the  Turkilh  empire  in  his  -eye  was  but  a  crumb  caft  to  tl 
dogs.     Germana  ejl  haecbefiia  pecuniam  non  curat*    MonC 
could  not  tempt  him. 

2.  Rule.  Suffer  not  guilt  to  lie  upon  your  confeiences :  it 
a  fountain  of  fears,  and  you  can  never  attain  boldnefs  for  G& 
till  it  be  removed,  Rom.  v.i^  2,  3.  The  fpirit  cfafwnAiM 
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iftbppofcd  to  the  fpirit  of  fear,  %  Tim.  i.  7.  Now  that  found 
mrod  is  a  mind  or  fpirk  that  is  not  wounded,  and  made  fick 
and  infirm  by  guilt.  O  what  black  fogs  and  mills  arife  out 
of  guilt,  which  becloud  our  evidences,  and  fill  us  with  fears 
and  difcouragements !  Gen.  xlii.  21,  22. 

3.  Rule.  Clear  your  call  to  difficult  fervices,  be  well  fatisfied 
that  you  are  in  that  way  and  pofture  God  expe&s  to  find  you  in.' 
0  what  courage  this  will  give  I  Joih.  i.  9.  Then  a  man  may  pro* 
mife  himfelf  God's  prefence  arid  prote&ion,  2  Chron.  xv,  2* 
But  whilft  a  man  is  dubious  here,  and  cannot  tell  whether  it 
be  his  duty  or  not,  that  he  is  engaging  in,  how  can  he  have 
courage  to  hazard  any  thing  for  it  ?  For,  thinks  he,  I  may  fuffer 
much  from  men,  and  yet  have  no  thanks  of*  God  for  it,  1  Pet. 
ii.  9-  And  further,  till  a  man  be  clear  in  this,  he  cannot  com- 
mit his  caufe  to  <Jod.  And  it  is  a  fad  thing  to  be  cut  off  from 
fa  choice  a  relief  as  that  is,  1  Pet.  iv.  19.  ; 

4.  Rule.  Get  right  notions  and  apprehenfions  of  your  ene- 
mies. We  are  apt  to  magnify  the  creature,  as  if  he  could  do 
more  than  he  can,  and  thereby  difabk  ourfelves  from  doing 
what  we  Jboicld.  Poffefs  your  Jfouls  with  the  belief  of  thefe  five 
things  concerning  them.  ( 1 .)  That  they  are  poor  weak  ene- 
mies, Ha.  xl.  15,  17,  22.  But  as  a  fwarm  of  gnats  in  the  air. 
See  how  God  describes  them,  Ifa.  Ii.  13,  14. 

(2.)  That  little  power  they  have  is  limited  by  your  God, 
who  hath  the  bounding  and  .ordering  of  it,  John  xix..  1 1.  Pfal. 
Ixxvi.  10.  (3.)  They  carry  guilt  upon  them,  which  makes 
them  more  timorous  than  you,  Ifa.  viii..i2.  Their  fear  is  « 
ftrange  fear.  (4.)  They  only  ufe  carnal  weapons  againft  you,- 
which  cannot  touch  your  fouls.  If  they  were  praying  enemies 
that  could  engage  God  againft  you,  they  would  be  formidable 
enemies  indeed $  but  this  they  cannot  do.  The  largeft  com- 
miffion  that  auy  of  them  ever  had  from  God,  extended  but  to  the 
bodies  and  bodily  concernments  of  the  faints,  Luke  xii.  4,  5. 
They  cannot  thunder  with  an  arm  like  God,  nor  blot  your 
name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  nor  take  away  your  part  out  of 
the  Neiv  Jemjalem\  therefore  fear  not  man.  (5.)  Your  ene- 
mies are  God's  enemies ;  and  God  hath  efpoufed  your  caufe 
and  quarrel.  The  more  cruel  they  are,  the  kinder  he  will  be 
to  you,  John  ix.  34,  35. 

5.  Rule.  Labour  to  engage  the  prefence  W>f  God  with  you 
in  all  places  and  conditions.  Whilft  you  enjoy  thist  your  fpi- 
rits  will  be  invincible  and  undaunted,  Jofh.  i.  9.  Pfal.  cxviii. 
6.  -A  weak  creature  aflifted  and  encouraged  by  the  prefence  of 
a  great  God  will  be  able,  to  do  and  (uffer  great  things.    Poe& 
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flcftirt  the  band  of  an  almighty  Spt  lit  a£baboTehfeI£  AlitJ 
tie  dog,  tfhumalter  be  by,and  aimnateshim,  vrillicizeup* 
»  greater  bead  than  himfelf,  thauj^i  he  would  ran  from  bijj 
were  his  mailer  anient.  Our  courage  ebbs  and  flows  uM 
manifeftations  of  the  divine  prcfence  do.  Oh  get  thyfelf  oari 
within  die  line  of  that  pramife,  Ifsuxliii.  i,  2.  and  tkuwaq 
invincible.  j 

6.  Rule.  Get  an  high  eftimation  of  Jefiis  Chrift,  andaUU 
concernments.  They  that  value  him  tegheft*  will  adventm 
ftr  him  fartbeft.  Magnanimous  Luther,  how  ineftimafelc  | 
value  did  ht  fet  upon  the  truths  of  Chrift!  Ruat  cwhsm,  H 
Let  heaven  rujb  rather  than  a  crumb  of  truth  Jhwld  fa$ 
Thou  wilt  never  be  a  man  of  zeal  and  courage  for  Ghrift'tft 
teveft,  until  that  intereft  of  Chrift  have  fwallowed  up"  ail  tkU 
own  interefts-  No  fooner  is  the  foul  acquainted  with,  andaa 
terefted  in  Chrift,  but  he  heartily  wifhea  well  to  ail  his  aftit 
and  concernments,  PfaL  xJv.  3,  4.  This  is  that  which  pyfl 
metal  and  reiblutian  for  Chrift  into  the  fouh 

7.  Rtde.  Beware  ycm  be  not  cheated  with  maxims  of  caiwi 
policy,  miftaken  for  ChrHtian  prudence.  Many  vfefoid 
they  prove  deftru&ive  to  ail  true  zeal  and  courage  for  CMfc 
Never  was  religion  profeffed  with  greater  plainnefs  and  fi opt 
city,  than  by  the. primitive  Chriftians:  and  ne Ver  was tbaf 
an  higher  fpring-bde  of  courage  and  zeal  for  God,  than  i» 
thofedays.  We  are  apt  to  call  it  prodigality,  and  aregtf* 
wifer  to  huiband  our  lives  and  comforts,  better  than  they  d& 
But  indeed  our  prudentials  have  even  fwallowed  up  our  reUgi* 
on.  It  is  true,  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Chriftian  prodescei 
but  this  doth  not  teaeh  men  to  (hun  all  coftly  and  difficult^ 
ties,  and  profttitute  confeienee  to  fave  the  (kin.     «  A  ttmd 

'«*  underftanding  walketh  uprightly,"  Prov*  xv.  21. 
.  8,  Ride.  Look  upon  the  infide  of  troubles  for  Chrift,  a*  *& 
as  upon  the  outfide  of  them*  If  you  view  them  by  aa  eye  » 
fenfe,  there  appeareth  nothing  but  matter  of  difcouiagemeni 
To  look  on  the  outfide  of  a  prifon,  baniihment,.  or  deatl,  * 
affrighting  and  horrible :  but  then,  if  ye  look  into  the  infideflt 
thefe  things  by  faith,  and  fee  whit  God  hath  made  them  * 
his  people,  and  bow  joyful  and  Comfortable  they  have  been* 
thefe  conditions ;  what  honey  they  have  found  in  the  v&& 
of  a*  lion,  what  fongs  in  the  ftecks  and  duneeoris,  what  gtaf 
ing  in  tribulation,  an  hundredfold  reward  oven  in  their  w 
ferings:  Otbeni  that  which  looked  like  afeq^ntat*^ 
tance,  wiU  appear  but  as  a^rod  in  hand.  How  many  have  foun^ 
themfdves  quite  mi  (taken  in  their  apfrehcnfioasof  fufferi*?' 
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*nd  been  more  loch  to  come  out  of  a  prifon,  than  they  were  to 
go  in !  If  pu  did  but  fee  your  fupports,  and  the  comfort*  that 
fouls  ordinarily  meet  with  in  their  troubles  for  Chrift,  you 
vould  not  look  on  them  as  fuch  formidable  things. 

9.  Rule.  View  the  iflue  and  reward  of  fufteringa  by  an  eye 
of  faith  :  this  alio  will  ftrongly  abate  the  horror  and  dread  of 
them,  Heb*  x.  34.  Upon  this  account  it  is  the  faints  have  (q 
flighted  and  contemned  diem,  Rom.  viii.  18.  2  Cor  iv.  16, 
17.  But  then  fee  that  you  ad  your  faith,  (k)  Upon  the  cer- 
tainty of  it :  look  at  it  as  a  moil  real  and  fubftantial  thing, 
Heb.  xi.  i*  (2.)  Viewit  as  a  great  and  glorious  reward :  And, 
(3.)  As  near  at  hand  :  And  then  fay  to  thy  foul,  come  on  my 
foul,  come  on  *  fecft  thou  the  joy  fet  before  thee !  the  crown 
of  glory  ready  to  be  fet  on  thy  head  by  the  hand  of  a  righteous 
God.  Oh,  what  compare  is  there  betwixt  thofe  fufferings, 
and  that  glory ! 

io.  Rule.  Propound  to  yourfehres  the  beft  patterns  and  ex- 
amples. Keep  your  eye  upon  the  cloud  of  witnefies ;  thefe 
sire  of  fnccial  ufc  to  beget  holy  courage,  Heb.  xii.  1 .  James  v. 
10.  Who  would  be  afraid  to  enter  the  lifts,  and  grapple  with 
that  enemy  that  he  hathfeen  fo  often  foiled,  and  that  by  a  poor 
weak  Chriftian  ?  See  how  the  enemy,  with  whom  you  are  to 
grapple,  hath  been  beaten  hand  to  hand,  and  triumphed  over 
by  poor  women  and  children  \  they  had  as  great  infirmities, 
and  you  have  as  gracious  affiftances  as  thofe  that  are  gone  be- 
fore you.  ♦ 


CHAP.      X. 

Difcovering  the  necejjky  of  an  heart  mortified  to  all  earthly  and 
temporal  enjoyments,  in  order  to  the  right  managing  of  a 
fuffering  condition  :  with  feveral  directions  for  the  attaining 
thereof. ' 

*  I  vHE  next  thing  wherein  your  a&ual  readiness  for  bonds, 
"  Jl  or  death  confifteth,  is  in  the  mortification  of  your  af* 
feftions  to  all  earthly  inter  efts  and  enjoyments ;  even  the  heft 
and  fweeteft  of  them ;  Till  this  be  done,  in  feme  meafure, 
you  are  not  fit  to  be  ufed  in  any  fuch  fervice  for  the  Lord,  z 
Tim.  i.  21.  The  living  world  is  the  very  life  of  temptations: 
the  travailing  pains  of  death  are  ftronger  and  (harper  upon 
none,  than  thofe  that  are  full  of  fenfe  and  felf.  As  you  fee 
Vol.  VIL  Y  y  .;:,..-  :;£ 
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in  nature,  what  conflicts  and  agonies  ftrong  and  lively  pet* 
fons  fuffer  when  they  die ;  when  others,  in  whom  nature  is  de- 
cayed and  fpent  before-hand,  die  away  without  half  that  paia, 
even  as  a  bird  in  a  fnell.  Corruption  in  the  faints,  is  lib 
the  fap  in  green  wood,  which  refilleth  the  fire,  and  will  na 
burn  well,  till  it  be  dried  up.  Prepared  Paul  had  an  heaH 
mortified  in  a  very  high  degree,  to  aU  the  honour  and  riches 
of  .the  world,  accounting  them  all  but  trifle*,  Gal.  vi.i+ 
1  Cor.  iv.  3, 4. 
The  ne'ed  of  this  will  be  evinced  by  thefe  five  confideranott 

1.  Unlefs  the  heart  be  mortified  to  all  earthly  enjoyments, 
{hey  will  appear  great  and  glorious  things  in  your  eye  and  effi* 
mation ;  and  if  fo,  judge  what  a  talk  you  will  have,  to  deaf 
and  leave  them  all  in  a  fuffering  hour.  It  is  corruption  wA» 
//?,  that  puts  the  luftre  and  glory  upon  things  vfit/mtf:  it* 
(he  carnal  eye  only  that  gazes  admiringly  after  them,  2  Cat 
y.  .16.  and  hence  the  htfi  is  put  to  exprefs  the  affeftm*  1  Joh» 
ii.  16.  becaufe  all  that  inordinate  affe&ion  we  have  to  than, 
nrifes  from  our  high  efti mation  of  them,  and  that  eitimatian 
from  our  lulls,  that  reprefent  them  as  great  and  glorioufc 
Therefore,  certainly,  it  will  be  difficult  (if  not  impoffible)  t» 
deny  them,  till  they  have  loft  their  glory  in  your  eye;  and  A* 
they  will  never  do,  till  thofe  lulls  within  you,  that  potto 
beauty  and  neceflity  upon  them,  be  firft  crucified.  As  for  al- 
liance, what  a  glory  and  neceflity  dotb  the  pride  of  men  ptf 
upon  the  honour  and  credit  of  the  world,  fb  that  they  will  ra- 
ther choofe  to  die,  than  furvive  it  ?  But  to  a  mortified  foul  it  is 
Si/mall  matter 9  1  Cor.  iv.  3.  So  for  riches,  bow  much  arctb? 
adored,  till  our  lulls  be  mortified  ?  and  then  they  areefteemd 
but  dung  anddrofsy  Phil.  "iii.  $.  It  is  our  corruptions  that 
jnrint  and  gild  oyer  thefe  things  :  when  tbefc  aie  crucified,  tbflfc 
will  be  lightly  efteemed. 

2.  Mortification  of  corruptions  is  that  which  recoveisaa 
healthful  (late  of  foul :  fin  is  to  the  foul,  what  a  difeafe  isto 
the  body ;  and  mortification  is  to,  fin,  what  phyfic  is  to  a  dif- 
eafe. Hence  thofe  that  are  but  a  little  mortified,  are  in  acoror 
paraiive  fenfe  caHed  carnal^  1  Cor.  iii.  3.  and  babes,  ver.2. 
jn  refpeft  of  weaknefs.  Now,  fuffering  work  being  foroc  of 
the  Chriftian's  hardeft  labour  and  exercife,  he  cannot  be  fitted 
for  it,  until  his  foul  be  in  an  healthful  Hate :  a  fickly  roan  can- 
not carry  heavy  burdens,  or  endure  hard  labours  and  exercife; 
the  fick  foldier  is  left  behind  in  his  quarters,  or  put  into  the 
hofpital,  whilft  his  fellows  are  dividing  the  Ipoils,  and  obtain 

.ing  glorious  victories  in  the  field.    To  this  fenfe  fome  expound 
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Rom.  viii.  1 3. " «  If  ye  live  after  the  flelh,  ye  fhskll  die ;  but  if 
u  ye,  through  the  Spirit,  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye 
41  (hall  live."  Whereas  death  is  put  to  note  a  knguifhing  ftattf 
of  foul,  whilft  mortification  is  negle&ed  ;  fo  life  is  put  to  er- 
preis  an  healthful  and  comfortable  ftate-,  viverepro  vdlerti 
4>  that  upon  this  account  aifo  the  neeeflity  of  it  appeats. 

3.  Your  corruptions  rrroftbe  mortified,  elfe  they  will  be  rag- 
ing  and  violent  in  the  time  of  temptation,  and,  like  a  torrent,- 
fweep  away  all  your  coo  virions  and  refclurions.  it  is  fin  un- 
nortJfied  within,  that  makes  the  heart  jikfe  giih-powder ;  fo  that 
when  thefparks  of  temptation  fly  about  it,  (and  they  fall  thick  in 
a  fuffering  hour)  they  do  but  touch  afid  ta^ke.  Hence  the  cor-> 
ruptims  of  the  world  are  fatd  to  be-  through  hft^  t  Pet.  i.  4. 
With  thefe  internal  unmodified  hifis,  the  tempter  holds  corre* 
fpondence  ;  and  thefe  be  the  traitors  that  deliver  up  our  fouls 
into  his  hands.  > 

4.  Unlefs  you  be  diligent  and  fuceefsful  in  this  work,  though 
you  (hould  fuffer,  yet  not like  Chriftiaris;  yom  will  but  dif- 
grace religion,  and  the  caufe  for  which  you  fuffer ;  for  it  is  not? 
fimpie  fuffering,  but  fuffering  as  a  Chr(flian>  that  refle&S  lore-* 
diton  religion,  and  finds  acceptation  with  Godi  If  you  be  en- 
vious, fretful,  difcontented/  and  revengeful,  under  your  Of- 
ferings, what  honour  will  this  bring  to  Cfirift  ?  Is  not  this  alto^ 
gether  unlike  the  example  of  your  Lord  i  l&u  Iiii.  7.  and 
die  behaviour  of  fuffering  faints  ?  *  Cor .  iv*<  <3-  Yet*hus1e 
will  bfe,  if  your  pride,  paffion,  and  revenge,  be  not  firft  fubdti- 
ed :  for  what  are  the  breakings  forth  of  ftibti  dMf etapers  of  fpi- 
rit,  but  as  the  flufhes  of  heat  in  the  face  from  an  ill-arTedecr 
liver  ?  Moft  certain  it  is,  that  all  thefe  evils  are*  ift  your  natures, 
and  as  certain  it  is,  they  will  rife  like  madg  ftid  filth  from  the 
bottom  of  a  lake,  when  feme  eminent  trials  (halt  fake  you  to 
the  bottom  j  Natura  vexata  frodk feipfanu 

5.  Laftly,  Mortification  muft  be  (ludied  and  plted  with  dilw 
gence  ;  elfe  yon  Witt  find  many  longings  and  hankerings  after 
earthly  enjoyments  and  comforts,  which  will  prove  a  iharettf 
you:  whatisfin,btttthert?m//#an 

f  w/v,  to  things  that  are  earthly  and  fenfual,  refrining  more  fweet- 
nefs  and  delight  in  them,  than  in  the  bJefted  God  i  And  what  i* 
fan£iiftcation,  but  the  re£Hfying  of  thefe  inordinate  affeft ions , 
and  placing  them  On  their  proper  obje&  ?  A  regenerate  an<A- 
mortified  Chrifttan  taftes  hot  half  that  fweetnefe  hi  forbiddea 
fruits  that  another  doth :  fet  but  money  before  Judas,  and  fc* 
h&v  eagerly  he  catches  at  it  — <*—  «•  Vihix  will  ye  give  ncs 
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«  rnd  I  trill  betray  him  ?"  Set  but  life,  liberty,  or  aty  fab 
bait  before  an  unmortified  heart,  and  how  impotent  is  beta 
withftand  them,  as  offered  in  a  temptation  ?  Oh  thofe  nnmor*, 
tified  lufts !  how  do  they  make  men  hanker,  bug,  and  then 
)*pt  water  (as  we  ufe  to  fay)  after  thefe  things  ?  This  mm 
them  break  prifon,  decline  fufFerings,  though  upon  the  ba 
terms :  whereas  a  mortified  Chriftian  can  fee  all  thefe  thi 
(ct  before  him,  yea,  offered  to  him,  and  refafe  them,  Heb.  & 
35.  It  is  with  them  much  as  it  was  with  old  Brazillai,  2  Saa 
xix*  35*  When  nature  is  decayed,  they  find  but  Uttle  pkafac 
in  natural  a&ions,  Ecclef.  iii.  i.  And  look  as  the  body  of  I 
decays  and  languishes,  fo  do  thefe  longings  alio :  It  weans  th 
foul  from  them  all,  and  enables  it  to  live  very  comfortablj 
without  them,  Pfal.  oexxi.  i.  Phil.  iv.  12,  There  needs  tf 
more  to  be  laid  to  evince  the  neceflity  of  mortification,  and  did 
cover  what  influence  it  hath  into  a  Chriftian's  readiuds  fa 
ifcflPerings. 

It  remains  therefore,  that  I  open  to  you  fome  of  the  pr* 
cipal  corruptions  about  which  it  moftly  concerns  you  to  be* 
ftow pains  ere  fufFerings  come.  Now  look  as  there  arete 
principal  enjoyments,  in  which  you  are  like  to  be  tried,  vis* 
Eftat€%  namt)  liberty y  life;  fothe  Chriftian  work  in  fuffcri< 
times  lies  in  mortifying  thefe  four  fpecial  corruptions,  v'& 
Firft)  The  love  of  the  world.  Secondly,  Ambition*  Thirdly^ 
ordinate  affe&ation  of  freedom  andpleafure.  Fourthly,  h^1 
five  love  of  life.  - 

1.  For  the  love  of  this  world,  away  with  it,  crucify  it,  cn« 
cify  it :  down  with  this  idol,  and  let  it  be  dethroned  in  alltbt 
intend  to  abide  with  Chrift  in  the  hour  of  temptation :  h* 
«dfe  wilt  you  take  thefpoiling  of  your  good*?  How  will  ]* 
be  able  to  part  with  all  for  Chrift,  as  thefe  blefled  fouls  did ? 
It  grieves  my  heart  to  fee  how  many  profeflbrs  of  religion  a« 
carried  captive  at  the  chariot-wheels  of  a  bewitching  worii 
Oh  1  good  had  it  been  for  many  .profeflbrs,  if  they  had  netfl 
failed  fo  much  of  the  fweetnefs  of  it.  Sirs,  I  beg  you,  fir  * 
Xord's  fake,  down  with  it  in  your  ejlimatitns,  down  with  it  is 
your  affiaftumst  elfe  temptations  wilt  down  with  yon  ere  long 
l  (hall  offer  five  or  fix  helps  for  the  crucifying  of  it. 
.  Firft%  Confidcr  your  efpoufals  to  Chrift,  and  how  you  ha* 
chofen  and  jarofefied  him  for  your  Lord  and  hufbaind :  there- 
fo&  your  derating  upon  the  world  is  no  Jefs  than  adultery  a- 
g^nft  Chrift,  James  iv.  4.  If  Chrift  be  pur  hu(band,he  mrf 
t?*a  cwf  ring  to  yew  eye$\  an  unchafte  glance  upon  the  wotH 
wounds  frm*  \.       .     > 


~      The  left  Wtrk  in  the  worjl  Timet:  357 

t  Secondly*  The  more  you  prize  it,  the  more  you  will  be  tor- 
pehented  by  it  5  did  you  prize  and  love  it  lefs,  it  would  difquie* 
and  vex  you  left:  it  is  our  doating  an  it,  that  makes  it  draw 
fciood  at  parting* 

.  Thirdly*  Get  true  fcripture-notions  of  the  world,  and  rec- 
tify your  judgments  and  affe&ioaS  by  them.  If  you  will  have 
|be  true pi&ure  and  reprefentation  of  it  drawn  by  the  hand  of 
"God  himfelf,  fee  1  Johi^ii.  16.  it  is  nothing  dfe  but  kift  that 
puts  that  luftr*  upon  it :  It  hath  but  a  phantaftic  ghty*  and 
that  alfo  paffeth  away*  What  is  become  of  them  that  ruffled 
|t  out  in  the  world  but  one  hundred  yeais  ago  ?  "What  could 
fhc  irarld  do  for  then^  ?  Are  they  not  all  gone  down  to  the 
£des  of  the  pit?  "  But  he  that  doth  the  will  of  God  ;  abide* 
?«  forever,"       ; 

,  Fourthly*  Study  and  contemplate  Chrift,  and ,  the  things 
above  more :  this  would  v$il|  all  its  glory,  and  kill  it  at 
the  root,  Phil.  iii.  ift,  19*  Juft  as  a  man  that  hath  been 
gazing  upon  the  fori,  when  he  takes  off  his  eye  from  that 
bright  and  glorious  creature*  and  looks  to  the  earth,  there  is 
a  veil  of  darknefs  overfpreading  the  face  of  it,  that  he  can  fee 
nothing.  I  wonder  how  fuch  as  pretend  to  live  above,  and 
enjoy  communion  with  God,  can  ever  reliih  fuch  fweetr 
nefs  in  the  world,  or  have  their  hearts  enticed  an4  captivated 
1>yit.  .       -, 

Fifthly*  Remember  always,  that  by  your  love  and  delight  in 
worldly  things,  you  ftirnilh  the  devil  with  the  chicfeft  bait  he 
hath  to  catch  and  deftroy  your  fouls,  Alas!  were  your  hearts 
but  dead  to  theft  things,  he  would  want  an  handle  to  catch 
hojd  on.  What  hath  he  more  to  offer  you,  and  tempt  you  off 
from  Chrift  with,  but  a  little  money,  or  fome  fuch  poor  tem- 
poral reward^  ?  and  how  little  would  that  foul  be  moved  by  fuck 
a  temptation,  that  looks  on  it  all  but  as  dirt  ? 

Sixthly*  Laftly,  Take  notice  of  the  approaches  of  eternity  : 
remember  you  are  aimoft  at  the  end  of  time ;  and  when  you 
come  to  launch  out  into  that  endlef^  ocean,  how  will  tbefe 
things  look  then  ?  It  feems  glorious*  whilft  you,  are  in  the 
chace  and  purfiAt  of  it ;  but  upon  a  death-bed,  you  will  over- 
take and  come  up  with  it,  and  then  you  will  fee  what  a  deceit- 
ful and  vain  thing  it  is  :  ftand  by  the  beds  of  dying  men,  and 
fiearhow  they  fpeak  of  it.  Oh !  the  difference  betwixt  our  apr 
prehenfions  then,  and  nowj  Thus  labour  to  wean  off  your  af- 
fcdions,  and  crucify  them  to  the  world. 

.   2.  Mprtify  your  ambition  and  vain  affeSation  of  the  re-    " 
yute  and  credit,  of  the  world:  Qh  ftand  notion  fo  *ain  a 
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thing  as  this:  judge  it  but  a  fmall  thinjr  jo-be  judged  of  man,  toi 
have  your  names  caft  out  as  evih  4et  not  feoffs  and  reproaches 
be  fuch  terrible  things  to  you.  It  is,  without  doubt,  a  grot 
trial ;  elfe  the  holy  Ghoil  had  not  added  a  peculiar  epithet  © 
it,  which  is  not  given  to  any  other  of  the  fuiFermgs  of  the 
faints:  not  cruel  tortures,  nor  cruel  ftonings,  burnings,  flaytof 
with  the  fword ;  but  cruel  mocking*,  Heb.  xi.  36.  Yet  learn  to 
be  dead  to,  and  unaffected  with  thefe  things;  fetthe  reproach* 
ing  world  as  light,  and  as  low  as  it  lets  you  :  De/pi/e  thtftm^ 
as  your  matter  Ch rift  did,  Heb.  xii.  a.  And  to  promote  mart* 
jftcatsoh  m  this,  take  thefe  helps. 

1.  Confider  this  is  no  new  or  ftrahge  thing  that  hath  hap- 
opened  to  you :  the  bolieft  of  men  have  paft  through  the  like, 
if  not  worfe  trials,  Heb.  x.  33.  Pfal.  xliv.  14.  Reproaches 
•have  been  the  lot  of  the  beft  men.  rJ*hey  called  Athanafiw, 
Sathanafius;  Cyprianus,  Copriantte,  a  gatherer  of  dung;  bkf- 
fed  Paul,  a  peftihnt  fellow ;  Dr.  Sttrry  threw  a  faggot  at  fweet 
Mr.  Denlie's  face,  as  he  was  finging  apfalm  in  the  midftrf 
the  flanies,  faying*  /  havefpoiled  a  good  old fong. 

2.  It  may  be  religion  hath  been  reproached  and  fcoffed  atfor 
your- fakes ;  and  if  fo,  think  it  not  much  to  be  reproached  for 
Teligion's  fake. 

3.  It  is  much  better  to  be  reproached  by  hxen  for  difcharging 
duty,  than  by  your  own  consciences  for  the  neglect  of  it;  if  all 
be  quiet  within,  never  be  moved  at  the  noife  and  clamour  with- 
out :  If  you  have  a  good  roof  over  your  head,  be  not  troubled 
though  the  winds  and  ftorms  blufler  abroad,  1  Pet.  iv.  14. 
Take  heed  what  you  do,  and  be  heedlefs  what  the  wodd  fays. 

4.  Always  remember,  that  you  neither  (land  nor  fallat  the 
world's  judgment,  and  therefore  have  the  lefs  teafon  to  be 
troubled  at  it,  1  Cor.  iv.  3.  If  your  condition  were  to  bed! 
to  eternity  by  it,  it  were  fomewhat. 

5 .  There  is  a  worth  and  excellency  in  the  reproaches  of  Chrilt, 
tts  bad  as  they  feem ;  and  fuch  au  excellency,  as  is  not  to  be 
matched  by  any  earthly  enjoyment,  Heb  xi.  26.  The  reproach 
of  Chrift  art  of  more  worth  than  the  treafures  of  Egypt,  tW 
Egypt  then  was  the  magazine  of  the  world  for  treafures.  The 
apofltes  counted  thiem  their  honours,  A&s  v.  41.  When  Ludo- 
vicus  Marfacus,  a  lenight  of  France,  faw  thofe  that  were  to  firf- 
far  with  him  in  the  chains,  and  that  they  put  none  upon  hifflj 
beeaufe  of  the  nobility  of  his  birth,  he  faid  to  the  executioner, 
Cur  me  non  quoqae  torqui  donas*  et  illitflris  ilhus  ordinis  tmlitt* 
von  crtos  ?  *  Why  do  ye  not  hondur  me  with  a  chain  too,  and 
*  create  me  a  ^night  of  that  noble  order  V 


The  bejl  fVcrk  in  the  worjl  Timer,  $59 

6\  Lqfttyy  Should  feoffs  and  reproaches  fcare  you  from 
Chrift  and  duty;  then,  though  you  fhould  efcape  the  re* 
proachesof  men,  yet  IhalJ  you  fall  under  the  everlafting  con* 
tempt  of  God,  angels,  and  good  men.  Therefore,  '*  Fear  ye 
"  not  the  reproaches  of  men  that  (hall  die,  nor  be  afraid  of  their 
"  revilings,  for  the  moth  (hall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment, 
M  and  the  worm  (hall  eat  them  like  wool,  but  my  righte? 
"  oufnefs  (hall  be  for  ever,  and  my  falvatioa  from  generation 
"  to  generation,"  Ifa.  li.  7,  8. 

3.  Mortify  your  inordinate  afeclions  of  liberty,  pleafure* 
and  delicate  living.  O  let  not  a  prifpn  feem  fo  formidable  to 
you.  It  is,  true,  as  Chrift  told  Peter,  in  John  xxi.  1.8  •  **When 
w  thou  waft  young,  thou  girdedft  thyfelf,  and  walkedft  whither 
"  thou  wouldft 5  but  when  thou  {halt  be  old,  thou  (halt  ftretch, 
M  forth  thy  hands,  and  another  (ball  gird  thee,  and  carry  thee 
€i  whither  thou  wouldft  not."  You  have  now  your  liberty 
'  to  go  whither  you  will,  and  it  is  a  precious  mercy  if  well  im- 
proved ;  the  birds  of  the  air  (as  one  faith)  had  rather  be  in  the 
woods  at  liberty,  though  lean  and  hungry,  than  in  a  golden  . 
cage  with  the  richeft  fare.  But  yet,  if  God  will  call  you,  to 
deny  this  alfo  for  Chrift,  fee  that  you  be  ready  to  be  bound  as 
Paul  was,  and  receive  the  chain  and  bonds  of  Chrift  with  tbankf- 
giving :  To  which  end,  cbnfider, 

1.  That  the  affli&ion,  in  fuch  cafes  of  r^ftraint,  is  mote 
from  within,  than  from  without  you.  There  is  no  place  but 
may  be  deferable  to  you,  if  your  heart  be  heavenly,  and  the 
pretence  of  God  be  engaged  with  you.  What  a  (weet  night 
had  Jacob* at  Bethel!  Paul  and  Silas  inthieftocksl  See  that 
precious  letter  of  Pomponius  Algerius. 

*  Tranftulit  in  cwlum  Chrifti  prafenfia  clatifirum  / 
0>&id faciei  cceh  ?  qua  caelum  jam  treat  antra. 

It  it  your  own  unbelief  and  impatiency,  that  gives  you  more 
trouble  than  the  condition. 

2.  No  keeper  can  keep  the  comforter  from  you,  if  you  be  the 
Lords  prifonersy  A&s  xvi.  If  they  could  bar  out  the  Spirit 
from  you,  k  would  be  a  difmal  place  indeed  :  But  ordinarily, 
there  the  faints  have  their  cleareft  vifions  ofGod9  and  fweeteft 
prefence  of  the  Spirit.  You  are  the  Lord's  freemen*  whilft 
men's  prifoners  :  All  the  world  cannot  diveft  you  of  the  flat* 
of  liberty  Chrift  hath  purchafed  for  you,  John  viii.  36. 

*  If  the  prefence  of  Chrift  once  changed  a  prifon  into  a  kind  of 
heaven,  what  will  it  do  in  heaven  itfelf,  which  even  here  doth  mike 
a  dungeon  like  heaved  ? 
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3.  Though  z  prifon  looks  fad  and  difmal,  yet  it  is  not  tieRi 
Oh  blefs  God  for  that,  that  is  a  fad  prifon  indeed !  Beloved* 
men  have  their  prtjbns,  and  God  hath  his  :  God's  prifon  is  a 
terrible  prifon  indeed,  thoufands  are  now  there  in  chains, 
I  Pet.  iii.  1 9.,  and  there  you  deferred  to  have  been  fent  long 
ago :  If  God  exchange  an  bell  for  a  prifon)  have  you  any  caul 
to  complain? 

4.  How  obdurate  and  cruel  foever  men  are  to  you,  yet  d» 
Lord  Jefiu  is  kind  and  tcnder-heartcxj  to  his  prifoners  ;  he  pall 
the  kindnefles  that  any  (hew  them  upon  his  own  account, 
Matth.  xxv,  36.  **  He  look*  down  from  heaven  to  hear  tk 
"  fighings  and  groanings  of  hit  prifoners,*  Pfal.  cii.  20.  He 
will  tenderly  fympathize  with  you  in  all  your  prifon-Jtroits  and 
troubles. 

5.  A  prifon  hath  been  handfelled  and  perfumed  by  the  bet 
and  hoKeft  of  men  in  all  ages,  1  Kings  xxii.  27.  Jer.  xxxii.  2* 
Matth.  iv.  12.  Aftsv.  18.  andxxvi.  10.  God  hath  jnadeiu; 
fettled  fchool  ofdifcipline  to  them; 

6.  Should  yoii,  to  avoid  a  prifon^  commit  a  fin,  infteadof 
being  man's  prifoner,  you  fhall  be  clapt  up  by  God,  for  he  had 
a  prifon  for  your  fouls  even  in  this  world,  Pfal.adii.  7.  Aai 
this  is  tenthoufand  times  more  dreadful,  than  mydungem* 
the  world.  Oh  it  is  a  dark  prifon  /  nothing  to  let  in  the  Jerf 
beam  if  Got  s  countenance  upon  your  poor  fouls.  "Whata  U 
exchange  have  you  made  then  ?  * 

7.  Confider  what  a  ground  of  comfort  God  hath  laid  intbt 
word,  Rev.  ii.  10.  to  obviate  the  (ears  and  terrors  incident » 
us  in  fuch  a  condition:  God  hath  limited  Satan  fcndhisifr 
ftruments,  both  for  time,  number,  and  all  circumitances  d 
the  trial. 

8.  La/ity,  You  do  not  know  what  a  mercy  may  be  ink 
It  may  be  a  time  of  retirement  from  the  world,  and  the  cla- 
mours and  diftra&ions  that  are  abroad.  Thefe  days  of  imp 
fonment  may  be  your  holy-days  5  as  a  prifoner  of  Chrift  odc« 
called  them. 

4.  Get  an  heart  mortified  to  the  exceffive  and  inordin* 
love  qf  life :  This,  I  confefs,  is  the  higheftand  hardefl  pok 
of Jelf-denial,  becaufe  it  wraps  up  all  other  felf-interefts  in* 
But  yet  confider, 

Firft,  Thbugh  life  be  very  <Jear,  yet  Jcfus  Chrift  is  ten  tho«- 
find  times  dearer  than  thy  life :  If  thou  be  a  faint,  he  is  the  fife 
of  thy  life,  and  the  length  of  thy  days ;  and  in  companion  of 
Aim,  and  his  glory,  famts  fhould,  and  have  defpifed  and  &&' 
ed  theur  lives,  Luke  xiv.  26,  Rev*  xii.  1 1. 
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j.  Secondly  ,  Die  you  muft :  and  if  by  flirinking  from  Chrift, 
pu  fhouid  protra£t  a  mifetable  life  for  a  few  days  longer,  in 
the  meantime  lofing  that  which  is  better  than  lift,  Pfal.  lxiii* 
J..  Matth.  x.  39.  Oh  !'  when  you  lie  Upon  your  death-bed^ 
rou  will  wifh  that  you  had  obeyed  God's  call,  and  fo  have  de- 
parted iti  peace. 

Thirdly  >  If  you  have  cordially  covenanted  with  Chrift,  (as  all 
Incere  believers  have  done),  then  you  have  yielded  up  your 
tves  to  him*  to  be  difpofed  of  for  his  glory,  Rom.  xiv.  7.  So  " 
mat^  look  as  Chrift  both  lived  and  died  foF  you  •,  fo  ought ydu  to 
\ve  as  Chrift  i  And  all  the  excellency  you  fee  iji  life,  confifts 
p  that  reference  and  fubferviency  it  hatl>  to  his  glory.  I  fay 
&en?  if  you  have  underftandingly  and  cordially  tranfo&ed  in 
at  covenant-way  with  him,  your  care  will  not  be  fo  much  how 
b  mun  death,  as  by  what  death  you  may  moft  glorify  God? 
John  xxi.  19.  And  certainly,  you  can  never  lay  them  down 
upon  a  more  honourable  or  comfortable  account  than  in  hi* 
pufe,  and  for  his  fake.  It  was  a  great  trouble  to  Luther,  that 
ne  carried  his  blood  to  his  grave. 

Fourthly  >  To  die  for, Chrift,  is  one  of  the  higheft  teftifica* 
tions  of  your  love  tti  Chrift,  that  you  are  capable  ofr-Jehn-atii!. 
37.  Yea,  it  is  fuch  a  teftificatipn  of  your  lovete-tfie  Lord  Jefus* 
^s  angels  are  not  capable  of  making. 

Fifthly  1  Why  fhould  you  detiine  $vcn  a  violent,  death  for 
Chrift,  when  as  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  pad,  and  there  is  no 
hell  following  the  pale  horfe  ?  It  cannot  feparate  you  from! 
Chrift;  Rom.  viii.  38. 

Sixthly  Think  what  a  death  Chrift  fuffered  for  you :  In 
Which  the  fulnefs  of  the  wrath  both  of  God  and  man  met  to* 
gether,  fo  that  he  was  fore  amazed;  yet  with  defire,  did  he 
defire  it  for  your  fakes, 

,7.  Laftfyj  Think  what  a  life  you  fliall  have  with  Chrift,  asv 
fbon  as  this  is  delivered  up  to,  and  for  him,  2  Tim.  ii.  1 2.  It 
is  but  wink,  and  you  (hall  fee  God. 

Oh  that  thefe  things  might  provoke  you  to  follow  on,  and 
jly  the  work  of  mortification. 


Vol.  VII.  ,     2  z 


36z  Preparations*  for  Sufferings:  Or* 
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Wherein  is  opened  the  Jingular  advantage  that  fvffering  faints 
huve  by  their  JIM  and  wfigbt  into  the  methods  and  myfte- 
ries  of  Satan9 s  temptations  ;  fame  ofthofe  wiles  of  Satan  #• 

,  fenea\  and  rules  for  the  avoiding  of  the  danger  hriejfy  pre* 
fcrihed. 

THE  hazards  and  dangers  of  Chriftians  in  times  of  per- 
fecution,  arife  not  fo  much  from  their  fufferings,  as 
from  the  temptations  that  always  attend,  and  are  by  Satan 
planted  upon  their  fufferings :  for  the  moft  part,  fuflerinp 
and  temptations  go  together,  Heb.  xi.  37.  And  therefore  it 
behoves  fuch  as  are,  or  expeft  to  be,  called  to  fufferings,  tt 
'dive  into  the  myfterjes  of  temptations,  and  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  enemy's  defigns  upon  them.  So  was  Paul,  and  fo 
be  fuppofes  all  others  to  he,  that  engage  in  the  fame  caufe: 
*c  We  are  not  ignorant  of  his  devices,"  2  Cor.  ii.  1 1.  There 
is  a  manifold  advantage  redounding  to  fuffering  faints  there- 
"by. 

1.  He  that  is  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  tempta- 
tion, will  be  better  i»ble  to  defcry  the  firft  approaches  and  be- 
ginnings of  it,  and  a  temptation  difcovered,  is  more  than  half 
conquered.  It  is  a  fpecial  artifice  of  Satan,  to  (huffie  in  his 
temptations  as  undifcernably  as  may  be  into  the  foul;  for  he 
knows,  that  "  in  vain  is  the  net  fpread  in  the  fight  of  ant 
*(  bird,"  Prov.  i.  17.  And  therefore  he  ordinarily  makes  a 
buffering  feafon  to  be  a  tempting  feafon ;  becaufe  fufferings, 
like  fire  to  iron,  make  it  impreflive  and  operable,  they  do  or- 
dinarily put  the  foul  into  an  hurry  and  diftra&ion,  and  fo  girt* 
him  an  advantage  to  tempt  the  foul  with  lefs  fufpicion,  ti& 
*  greater  fuccefs.  But  now,  a  (kilful  Chriftian,  that  is  acquaint' 
ed  with  his  wiles,  will  difcern  when  he  begins  to  enter  irfi 
temptation ;  as  Chrift's  expreffion  is,  Luke  xxii.  46^  And  fo 
check  the  temptation  in  its  firft  rife,  when  it  is  weakeft;  and 
mofteafily  broken.  Doubtlefs  onereafon  why  fo  manyM 
by  temptation,  is,  Jbecaufe  it  is  got  within  them,  and  bath 
prevailed  far,  before  it  be  difcovered  to  be  a  temptation. 

2  He  that  is  well  acquainted  with  Satan's  methods  of 
tempting,  will  not  only  difcern  it  foonef  than  another  5  batalb 
knows  his  work  and  duty,  and  how  to  manage  the  conjifl 
with  it,  which  is  a  great  matter.  There  are  many  poor  fouls 
that  labour  uncled  ftrong  temptations,  and  know  not  what  to 
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do  :  They  go  up  and  down  complaining,  from  Chriftian  to 
Chriftian,  whilft  the  judicious  Chriftian  plies  to  the  throne  vf 

ftace  with  ftrong  cries,  fee  2  Cor.  xii.  8,  keeps  up  his  watch, 
*uke  xxii.  4^*  countermines  the  temptation,  by  affaulting' 
that  corruption*  by  efndeavours  of  mortification*  which  Satan 
aflaults  by  temptation,  1  Cor.  ix*  27.  ''■ 

3«  Laftly,  To  name  no  more*  he  that  is  beft  acquainted 
with  the  myftery  of  temptation*  and  can  maintain  his  ground7 
againft  it,  he  (hall  betheperfcverirjg  Chriflian  under  perfecu** 
tions,  and  the  victorious  Chriftian  ovferthem.  Here  lies  the 
maiiidefign  of  Satan,  in  railing  perfecution  againft  the  faftits. 
It  is  not  fo  much  their  blood  that  he  thirtieth  after,  as  their,  fall 
by  temptation :  and  all  perfecutions  ale  defigried  by  him  to  in- 
troduce his  temptations.  Thefe  work  upon  our  fear,  and 
fear  drives  us  into  his  trains  and  fnares,  Frov.  xxix.  25.  The 
devil's  work  in  railing  perfecution,  is  but  as  the  fowler's  work 
in  beating  the  buffi  in  the  night,  when  the  net  is  fpread  to 
take  the  birds,  which  he  can  affright  out  of  their  coverts.  He 
that  underftands  this,  is  not  eafily  moved  by  the  ftrongeft  op- 
position, from  his  place  and  duty;  and  fo  is  like,  to  prove. 
the  moft  eonftant  and  invincible  Chriftian  in  times  of  perfecu- 
'  tion. 

'  Oh !  then,  how  necefiary  is  it^hat  fince  all  perfecutions  are 
intended  as  means  to  promote  temptation,  and  that  fkill  and 
infight  into  thefe  defigns.  of  Satan  fo  advantages  as  to  fruf- 
trate  his  defigns  in  both  ?  I  fay,  how  necefiary  is  it  that  you 
fliould  be  all  inftru&ed  wherein  the  Strength  of  temptation  lies  $ 
as  alio  Mow  to  refill  thofe  ftrong  and  dangerous  temptations, 
which  your  fufferings  only  are  intended  to  uflier  in,  and  make 
way  for? 

It  will  not  be  unfeafonable  or  impertinent,  then,  in  this 
chapter,  to  fhew  you,  Firft*  Wherein  the  force  and  efficacy  of 
temptation  lieth ;  Secondly*  What  you  are  to  do,  when  in  a 
fufFering  hour  fuch  temptation  fhall  affault  you.     And  firft, 

£>ueft.  Wherein  doth  the  efficacy  and  power  of  temptati'- 
on  He  ? 

Sol.  I  anfwer,  It  lies  principally  in  three  things. 

I.  In  the  kirid  and  nature  of  the  temptation* 

II.  In  the  craft  and  policy  of  Satan  in  managing  it.  > 
HI.  In  that  fecret  correfpondency  that  Satan  hath  with  our 

corruptions. 

•  I.  It  lies  ini  the  kind  and  nature  of  the  temptation  itfclf ; 
for  it  is  moft  certain,  that  all  temptations  are  not  alike  forcfc 
•    •  Z  z  z 
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We  and  dangerous.    Some  are  ordinarily  more  fuc^efeM  rival. 

others;  and  fuch  are  thefe  that  follow^. 

i.  Strange  and  unufual  temptations,  I  mean  not  fuck  ai 
none  hare  Seen  troubled  with  before  us  j  for  there  is  not  a  dart 
.in  Satan's  quiver,  but  hath  been  let  fly  at  the  breafts  ofodK* 
faints,  before  it  was  levelled  at  ours,  1  Cor-  x.  13,  Butty 
ftrange  and  unufual,  I  mean  fuch  as  the  people  pf  Qod  are  bat 
rarely  troubled  with,  and  poifibly  we  were  never  exciuied  witfc 
before.  Theft  are  the  irjpre  dangerous,  becavfe  they  dauat 
and  amaze  the  foul,  and  ordinarily  beget  defpogdency,  eves 
as  fome  ftrange  difeafe  would  do  that  we  know  not  wfeat  ft 
make  of,  nor  can  learn  that  others  have  been  fick  of. 
.  2.  Mark  them  for  moft  dangerous  temptations,  thajtare* 
iapted  and  fuited  to  your  proper  fin,  or  evil  cmJitiUm :  F9 
eerfainly  that  is  the  mod  dangerous  crifis  of  temptation yta 
it  tries  a  man  there.  Now,  if  he  be  not  truly  gracious,  he  folk 
by  the  root  irrecoverably,  J^uke  xxii.  5,6.  Or  if  finery  ytf 
without  fpecial  aihftance,  and  extraordinary  vigilance,  be  faDf 
fcandaloufiy,  2  Sam.  xi.  2.  compared  with  1  Sam.  xv*.  n. 

}.  When  it  is  zfpiritual  tempt  ati**>  which  rifes  undifcer* 
ably  out  of  the  Cbriftian's  duties.  This  is  the  lefs  fufpefld, 
becaufe  temptations  ufually  come  from  the  ftrength  and  liw- 
linefs  ©f  corruptions ;  but  this,  from  the  (laughter  and  con* 
quells  we  make  of  them.  Duties,  and  enlargements  in  tho* 
which  are  the  poifon  of  other  lufts,  proves  the  food  and  fuel 
of  this,  1  Cor.  iv.  7,  8,  And  bow  much  the  more  covert  a»| 
clofr  any  temptation  is,  by  fo  much  the.  more  dangerous  its.  i 

II.  The  ftrength  and  efficacy  of  temptation  lies  n\uch  il ; 
the  ikill  and  policy  of  Satan  in  the  management  of  it :  M 
hence  they  are  called  wiles,  methods,  and  devices,  aCor.i; 
II.  Eph.  vi.  n.  and  himfelf  an  old  ferpent,  Rev.  xii. 9- 
And  among  the  reft  of  his  deep  and  defperate  ftratagemstbdi 
following  are  remarkable.  1 

1.  In  employing  fuch  inftruments  to  manage  his  temptafi- 
r^ns  as  are  leaft  fufpe&ed,  and  have  the  greateft  influence.  A 
teacher;  Gal.  ii.  14.  A  wife,  Gen.  iii.  6.  Job  ii.  9.  fr'mk 
Afts  xxi.  \\.  The  devil  knows  it  is  a  bad  bufinefs,  and  there- 
fore muft  make  the  bed  of  it  \  Paul's.  foreft,  trial  was  by  to 
deareft  friends. 

2*  In  the  orderly  difpofition  and  ranging  of  his  temptati- 
ons, beginning  with  little  things  firft,  and  then  by  degree! 
working  over  to  greater.  His  firft  motions  are  commonly  ni°ft 
jflodeft,.  Gen.  iii.  1.  Should  he  difcover  the  depth  of  hisk 
#gn,  at  firft,  it  would  ftaVtle  the  foul*  and*  make  it  reply  as  Ha- 
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i*t],  «  Am  I  a  dog  that  I  fbould  do  thus  ?,":  It  is  far  cafier  to 
gain  bis  end  by  parts,  than  putting  for  all  at  once. 
,  3  f  In  endeavouriag  to  engage  the  foul  upon  his  own  ground, 
Ijpfcan.to  tsmpt.hiro  from,  hisftation  an4  duty  where  God 
-  fes>  and  «pe&a  to  find  him.  He  knows  while  yau  are  with 
God9  God  is  with  you,  2  Chroov  xv^  2*  Whilft  a  man  abides 
there,  be  abides  with  God,  1  Cor.  vii.  24.  Whilft  he  is  there, 
thepromife  is  a  good  breaft»  work  to  keep  off  all  his  darts: 
And  therefore  as  filhers,  when.they  have  fpxead  their  net  iii 
the  river,  beat  tbe,fi{hes  out  of  their  coverts  and  caverns;  ft* 
doth  Satan* 

4.  In  not  prefenting  the  temptation,  till  the  foul  be  prepar- 
ed to  receive  it*  He  loves  to  ftrike  when  the  iron  is  hot.  Hr 
ftrft  Jejfc  their  troubles  cpme  to  an  height*  brings  them  to  the 
priftm,  gibbet,  or  fire,  and  then  offers  them  deliverance,  Heb* 

5 .  In  tiring  our  fouls  with  a  long  continuance  of  temptations. 
What  he  cannot  wifiby  a  fudden  ft9rmy.  he  hopes  to  gain  by  a 
tedious  Jiegd,  Forty  days  together  he  aflaulted  the  Captain  of 
our  fafration,  Marki.  ,13.  And  truly  it  is  .a  wonder  the  foul 
yields  not  at  laft,  that  hath  been  tried  long,  Hal.  exxv;  -3, 
*<  When  the  rod  of  the  wicked  lies  long  upon  the  back  of  the 
"  righteous,  it  is  much  if  he  put  not  forth  his  hand  to  iniqui* 
«  ty," 

6f  In  falling  molt  violently  upon  them,  when  they  are  low*- 
,  .eft  and  moil  proftrate  in  their  fpirits  and  comforts :  So  he  af- 
iaulted  Job  with  a  temptation,  to  curfe  Cod  and  dicf  when  he 
fat  in  that  deplorable  ftate  upon  the  dunghill,  Job  ii.  8,  9,  He 
joves  to  fall  upon  us,  as  Simeon  and  Levi  did  upon  the  She- 
,chemites,  when  we  are  fore  and  wounded :  And  therefore  or- 
dinarily you  find  times  of  divine  defertions  to  be  times  of  di* 
Mwal  temptations.     So  that,  look,  as  the  wild  beafts  of  the 
defart  come  out  of  their  dens  in  the  uight,  and  then  rore  after 
.their  prey*  Pfal.  civ.  20. !  fo  doth  Satan,  when  the  foul  feems 
,  to  be  benighted  arid  loft  in  the  darknefs  of  fpiritual  troubles. 
And  this  is  the  fecond  thing  wherein   the  efficacy  and 
ilrength  of  temptation  lies. 

III.  Laftly,  It  lies  in  that  fecret  correfpondency  Satan  holds 
.  with  our  bofom  enemies.  Were  it  not  for  this  domefiic 
trait&r,  he  couJd  not  furprize  us  fo>eafily :  As  you  fee.  in 
Child;  he  could  do  nothing  becaufe  he  found  nothing  to  faf- 
*ena  temptation  oru  He  was  Kke  a  chryftal glafs  filled  with 
PW£. fountain  water :  So  that  though  he  fhould  have  been  a- 
gitated  and  fhaken  never. fo  much  by  temptation,  yet  no  fil- 
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thy  ftdiment  could  appear ;  but  now  we  hare  an  enemy  witta 
in  that  holds  intelligence  with  Satan  without ;  and  this  wouMJ 

J  rove  a  devil  to  us,  if  there  were  no  other  devil  to  tempt  u% 
am.  i.  14,  15.  It  is  a  fountain  of  temptation  in  itfell 
Matth.  xt.  19*  and  the  chief  inftrument  by  which  Satan  do& 
ail  his  tempting  work,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  { 

Our  feveral  paffions  and  affections  are  the  bandies  of  hi 
temptations.  Every  thing,  faith  Epi&ettis,  hath  %»  x«/fc*,tw» 
lundles  to  take  it  by.  Our  affe&ions  are  the  handles  of  oat 
fouls.  The  temptation  of  felf-confidence,  and  pride,  tabtj 
hold  of  a  daring  and  forward  difpofition,  die  temptation  of  11 
poftacy  upon  a  timorous  difpofition,  dr.  Thefe  inbred  lufiq 
go  offer  to  the  enemy  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  fight  againft  tk 
foul,  1  Pet.  ii.  11.  This  is  a  more  dangerous  enemy  tfaaotbs 
devil.  It  is  true,  they  both  work  againft  us,  but  with  a  douHe 
difference.  Satan  works  externally  and  objectively ;  ballot 
internally  and  phyfically>  i.  e.  ptoad  mat  crude  j  as  it  is  capaUe. 
of  phyfical  efficiency.  "  Sin  wrought  in  me  all  manner  cfj 
<f  concupifcence,"  Rom.  vii.  8.  Tea,  it  is  a  fubtle  eneaf 
that  doth  his  bufinefs  politicly,  Rom.  vii.  11.  Sin  decern 
me  1  it  betrays  with  a  kifs,  ftrangles  with  a  ftlken  beka%\ 
Heb.  ii.  13.  Eph.  vii.  22.  Thefe  be  his  agents  fitting  at  tl* 
council-table  inour  own  breads,  and  there  carrying  on  hiscte* 
figns  effectually :  Yea,  it  is  the  reftlefe  and  perpetuaJfenemjtftj 
ridding  your  hands  of  him.  Satan  is  fometimes  put  to  fligk , 
by  refinance,  Jam.  iv.  7.  and  fometimes  ceafes  his  tempi- j 
ons,  Luke  iv.  13.  But  when  he  ceafeth  to  tempt  and  injeft,i&\ 
ceafeth  not  to  irritate  and  follicit ;  where  we  are,  it  will  be; ! 
it  is  our  fad  lot  to  be  tied  to  it,  and  perpetually  af&ulted  by* 
Rom.  vii,  24.  We  may  fay  of  it  as  Hannibal  laid  of  Marcclta 
that  it  is  never  quiet,  whether  a  conqueror^  or  conquered ;  p 
it  is  a  potent  enemy  too,  it  hauls  men  away  to  the  commit 
of  fin,  Jam.  1. 14.  it  feizeth  the  magazine  of  the  foul,  and  de- 
livers up  the  arms,'  I  mean  the  members,  to  be  •*>**&*> 
weapons  of  unrighteoufnefs. 

Thus  you  fee  wherein  the  efficacy  and  power  of  temptatk* 
confifls.  And  it  mightily  concerns  you  that  are,  or  expeflw 
be  fufferers  for  Chrift,  to  be  acquainted  with  thefe. things, anl 
know  where  the  ftrength  of  your  enemy  lies. 

But  how  fliall  the  fuffering  faint  fo  manage  himfelf  inatf- 
fering  hour,  as  pot  to  be  captivated  by  temptations  ?  Of 
brings  me  upon  the  fecond  thing  I  proroifed;  viz.  to  prefcrik 
fome  rules  for  the  efcaping  or  conquer  ihg  of  thofe  temptation* 
that  are  incidental  to  a  fuffering  ftate.    And  firft, 
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•  i.  Rale.  Labour  to  cutoff  the  advantages  of  temptations, 

[before  they  come.    It  is  our  inordinate  love  to  life,  eftate, 

^liberty,  and  eafe,  that  gives  the  temptations  fo  much  ftrength 

if pon  us.     Do  not  over-value  them,  and  you  will  more  eaiily 

(part  from  them,  Rev.  xii.  n.     O  mortify  felf -love,  andcrea- 

Iture-love  ;  let  your  heart  be  loofened  and  weaned  from  them, 

[and  then  the  temptation  hath  loft  it£  ftrength. 

* .  2.  Rule*  Secure  to  yourfelves  an  intereft  in  the  heavenly 

-glory.    When  once  you  clearly  fee  your  propriety  in  the 

i  kingdom  above,  you  will  fet  the  fighter  and  lower  by  all  things 

on  earth.     That  is  a  pregnant  text  to  this  purpofe,  Heb.  x. 

34.  It  is  our  darknefs  and  uncertainties  about  thofe,  that  make 

'  us  cling  fo  faft  to  thefe. 

3.  Rule*  Settle  this  principle  in  your  heart,  as  that  which 
\  you  will  never  depart  from,  that  it  is  better  for  you  to  fall 
,  ifito  any  fuffering,  than  into  the  leaft  fin,  Heb.  xi.  24,  25. 
:,This  all  will  acknowledge,  but  how  fewpra&ifeit !  Oh  that 

you  would  pra£tically  underftand  and  receive  it !  Suffering  is 
^  put  zrefpeftiye9  external,  and  temporal  evil  j  but  fin  is  an  imi- 

•  verfal,  internal,  and  everlafting  evil. 

4.  Rule.  Believe  that  God  hath  curfed  and  blafted  all  the 
;  ways  of  fin,  that  they  (hall  never  be  a  fhelter  to  any  foul  that 

flies  for  refuge  to  them,  Mark  viii.  35.  Prov.  xiii.  15*  TW 
J;  way  of  tranfgreffors  is  a  hard  and  difficult  way.  There  is  no 
;  fecurity  in  the  way  of  iniquity.  He  that  runs  from  fuffering 
:  to  fin,  runs  from  the  feeming  to  the  real  danger ;  from  the 

painted,  to  the  living  lion.     - 

5.  Rule.  Live  up  to  this  principle,  that  there  is  no  policy 
f  like  fincerity  and  godly  fimplicity.    This  will  preferve  and 

fecure  you,  when  carnal  wifdom  will  expofe  and  betray  you, 
Pfal.  xxv.  2.  Jobii.  3.  Sinful  policy  never  thrives  with  faints, 

6.  Rule.  Gonfider  fadly  what  the  confequence  of  ^yielding 
up  yourfelves  to  temptations  will  be  :  The  name  of  God  will 

,  be  dreadfully  reproached,  2  Sam.  xii.  1 4;  A  fatal  ftumblifig- 

;  block  is  laid  before  the  blind  world,  1  Sam.  ii.  36.  The  hearts 

of  many  upright  ones  made  fad,  Pfal.  xxv.  3.    The  fall  of  a 

<>  profeflbr  is  as  when  a  ftandard-bqarer  faintetb  ;  and  a  dreadful 

•  wound  it  will  be  to  thine  own  confidence,   2  Cor.   ii.  7. 
.   Matth.  xxv,  76.  One  hour's  fleep  of  fecurity,  may  keep  you 

many  days  and  nights  waking  upon  the  rack  of  horror. 

7-  Rule.  Never  engage  a  temptation  in  your  own  ftrength, 
but  go  forth  againft  it  trembling  in  yourfelves,  and  relying  on 
Divine  aids  and  afliftances,  Eph.  vi.  io%  What!  are  you  to 
grapple  with  fpirits,  to  enter  the  lifts  with  principalities  au^ 
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powers?    Or  what  is  your  ftrength  that  you  (hould  liope? 

8.  Rule.  Let  the  days  of  your  temptation  be  days  of  ftrong 
cries  and  fupplications.  Thus  did  Paul,  2  Cor.  xii.  8.  Pfal. 
oix.  4.  Your  beft  pofture  to  wreftle  with  temptation,  is  upon 
your  knees. 

•  9.  Rule.  Dwell  upon  the  confideration  of  thofe  choice  en- 
couragements God  hath  laid  up  in  the  word  for  fuch  a  time. 
As,  ( u)  Though  he  give  Satan  leave  to  tempt  you,  yet  you  arc 
ftill  in  his  hand  to  preferve  you,  Dent,  xxxiii.  3.  John  x.  28. 
(2.)  That  w hi  1ft  Satan  id  fitting  and  trying  you  on  earth, 
Chrift  is  interceeding  for  you  in  heaven,  Luke  xxii.  3t,  32. 
(3.)  That  an  eternal  reward  is  laid  up  for  thofe  that  overcome, 
Luke  xxii.  28,  29.  Rev.  xxi.  7,  8.  And  now  is  this  reward  iff 
be  won  or  loft. 

Laftly,  Be  content  till  God  open  a  door  out  of  your  tempta- 
tions, 1  Cor.  x.  13.  The  time  of  the  prornife  will  come,  A& 
vii.  17.  Wait  for  it>  though  it  tarry,  and  feCm  to  be  deferred; 
in  the  end  it  will  fpeak,  and  not  lie,  Hab.  fi.  3.  There  was  a 
fecret  door  in  the  ark,  though  it  could  not  be  feen  whilft  die 
waters  prevailed :  And  fo  there  is  in  all  your  temptation* 
though  at  prefent  it  be  not  difcernible  by  you. 

And  thus  I  have  brought  you  one  ftep  nearer  to  Paufi 
blefied  frame.  O  give  diligence  to  make  yourfelves  ready  for 
fufferings. 
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Sheweth,  that  a  choice  part  of  our  preparation  and  readuitff 

for  fuffe rings  conftfts  in  the  improvement  of  our  praying  ak& 

tiesy  and  keeping  clofe  with  God  in  that  heavenly  and  exed; 

,  lent  duty,  in  days  offuffering ;  wherein  alfo  is  opened  the  ifr 
tiire  and  means  of  its  improvement. 

PRayer  is  faid  to  bcamongft  duties,  as  faith  is  atnongft  the 
graces.  Doubtleft  it  is  of  fpectal  ufe  and  fervice  at  aS 
'times  to  a  Chriftian  :  But  yet  in  fufreritig  days  it  is  of  more 
than  ordinary  ufe  and  neceffity,  Heb.  iv.  16.  James  v.  ij- 
And  therefore  it  is  reckoned' among  thofe  choice  pieces  of  ar- 
mour, which  fuffering  faints  are  to  put  on,  Epb.  vi.  18.  I  wiB 
here  briefly  difcover  the  neceffity  of  it,  and  then  (hew  you  that 
a  Chriftian  may  improve  himfelf  to  an  excellent  degree  in  itl 
and,  iaftly,  prescribe  fome  means  for  an  improvement. 

The  neceffity  of  it  to  a  fuffering  feint  will  demoaftratiyclv 
£pp*ar,  if  you  canfidtr, 
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f,  i.That  this  duty  j§  the  outlet  of  troubles,  and:  the  heft 
Vay  the  poor,  Chrjitian  hath  to  eafe.  his.  heart  when  furchaiged 
with  forrow.  Griefs  are.eafed  by  groans.  Such  evaporations 
di(b>irdei>.  and  cool  tfoe  heart,  a$  the  opening  of  a  vein  in  tome 
cafes  doth.  Qh  the feufible  eafe  that' comes  in  this  way! 
When  grief  in  the  mind,  like  vapours  in  the  air,  arc  eonden- 
fed  into  black  clouds,  that  ovjeripread.tthe  foul,  and  darken 
that  beaytifyl  light,  that  once  ihorie  there,  then  prayer,  like 
,  jthe  fu*i,  ditpcls  and  fcatters  them,  j  Sam.  i.  18.  Many  a 
faint,  by  prayer,  hath  fucked  the  bread  of  a  promife,  and  then 
.fejl,  afleep,  by  Divine  contentment  in  the  bpfom  of  God.  A 
time  maycome,  when  thy  heart  is  ready  to  break  with  trou* 
^,  a.r>d  not;  a  friend  to  whom  thou  canft  open  and  eafe  ir, 
and  then  blefled  be  God  for  prayer,  IVJicah  vii.  5,  6,  7.  That 
.  which  fmks  others  is>  that  when  troubles  fill  and  overwhelm 
their  hearts,  they  try  what  reafon,  merry  .company,  or  out- 
ward comforts  can  do :  But,  alas!  this  is  to  palliate  a  cure,  it 
.returns  again  with  the  more  violence:  But  prayer  gives 
i4enuhle  relief,  PfaJ.  jcii.  title,  Pfal.  Ixii.  8.  For,  ( 1 .)  This  opens 
,  aud  gives  A  vept  to  troubles,  Jer.  xx.  12.  .  (2,)  It  gives  our 
,  trouble^  a  diverfiori,  and  fo  a  cure,  F&l.  v.  1.  and  the  lait 
•  verfe  compared*  Yea,  (3*)  By  praying  over  them,  they  are  not 
vnly  diverted,  but  fan&ified,  and  fo  ceafe  to.  be  dillraciing,  ©r 
;deftroying  troubles. 

2-  As  it  gives  a,  vent  to  our  troubles,  fo  an  in-let  to  unfpeak* 
able  comforts  and  coufolations.     See  a  pregnant  iuftanee  of 
(thi8»  A^Uxvi.  25.  For,  (1.)  Hereby  they  obtain  gracious  an- 
.  fwers  from  the  Lord  concerning  their  (roubles;  2  Cor.  xii.  y. 
.  In  this  alfo  they  meet  the  gracious  fmiles  of  God,  which  fwal 
low  up  their  troubles,  Pfal.  lxxxv.  8.    And,  iafiiy,  hereby  tbey  , 
( prevail  with  God  to  open  a  feafonable  and  effe£tual  door  out 
of  all  their  troubles,  Pfalm  xxxiv.  4,  6. 

1  .  3.  Prayer  begets  and  maintains  holy  courage  and  magnani- 
mity in  evil  times.  When  all  things  about  you  tend  to.difcow* 
ragement,  it  is  your,  being  with  Jefus  tiojat  makes  you  boitit 
Adfo  iv.  13.  He  that  tifes  to  be  before  a  great  God,  will.mft 
;  be  afraid  to  look  fuch  little  things  as  men  are  in  the  face.  The: 
,  woman,  clothed  with  the*  fun,  had  the  moon  under  her  feet. 
And  what  need  you  have  of  courage  in  evil  times,  hath  been 
already  (hewed. 

4.  This  is  a  duty  you  may  perform  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
condition  :  No  adverfary  can  cut  you  off  from  it.     It  cannot 
,bc  fa;d  fo  of  many  other  duties.     None  can  hinderthe  infer* 
Vol.  Vii,-  *    A  a  »  ' 
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courie  betwixt  heaven  and  your  fouh :  You  may  pcrfbrti 
in  a  prifon,  A£ts  xvi.  25.  in  a  banifhed  condition,  FiaL 
2>  And  fo  is  fitted  for  a  fuffering  condition. 

Laftfy*  You  muit  drive  to  excel  in  this,  fbrafmuch  as 
grace  within,  or  fervice  without,  can  thrive  without  it.  G 
bath  ordained  the  whole  work  of  grace  to  grow  up  to  perfi 
tion  this  way,  Judg.  xix.  20.  He  will  have  all  mercies  fetdk 
out  this  way,  £zck»  ssxvi.  37.  Jecrxxix.  n*  12,  13.  Alii 
comes  from  God  to  you,  or  to  you  from  God,  muft  com* 

•  this  channel.    Be  convinced  then  of  the  need  you  have  fie  i 

.  prove  yourfelvcs  herein,  as  ever  you  hope  ti»  fiand  in  tk  e 
day. 

But  how  are  thefe  praying,  abilities  capable  of  impioveoc 
hi  the  people  of  God  i 

Praying  abilities- are  either  external  and  common,  or  elfe* 
fernal  and  fpetial.  The  external  and  common  ability  is-Hoda 
elfe  but  that  dexterity  and  (kill  men  get  to  expuefe  tbemfcb 
to  God  in  prayer.  Thu9  many  can  put  thek  meaning  intoaj 
and  decent  expreffions,  to- which  the  Spirit  foractimes  adds  ta 
common  touches  upon  the  afFe&ions*  And  thk  hjpoerii 
reft  on,  and  glory  in.  Or  elfe  they  arc  fpecial  and  intenal 
whereby  men  are  enabled  to  pour  out  their  fouls  to  God  in* 

'  gracious  manner*  And  this  may  be  considered  eider  indr 
Sabit  or  the  a£k.  The  habk  is  given  by  the  Spirit*,  when* 
principles  of  grace  are  ftrifc  infirfed  into*  the  foul*  Zech.  xii.  i* 
A&s  ix.  1  r.  By  being  (aa&ified*  w»  are  made  near,  and  If 
a&ing  thofe  principle*  in  prayer  we  are  laid  to  drawtf* 
Pfal.  x.  17.  Now  in  our  a&ual  drawing  near  to  God,theSp 
sit  hath  the  chief  and  principal  hand:  And  his  affiftanee  tkefr 
hi  is  threefold. 

I.  He  excites  the  heart  to  the-dfatyj  it?  i*  he  that  wWfl 
to  the  foul  to  draw  nigh  to  God,  Pfalm.  xxyir.  8. 

z.  He  fuggefts  the  matter  of  our  prayers,  and  furniftes* 
with  the  materials,  Rom.  viii.  a&  guiding  us  a*  to  the  mi- 
ter, not  only  to  what  k  lawful,  but  alfo  to  what  is  expedient* 

*us. 

3^  He  ftirreth  up  fuitable  affections  in  prayer,  Rom.  t* 
a6.  And  hence  thofe  groans  and  tears,  thofe  gafpiegs  d 
vehement  anhelationsV  But  notwithstanding  all  our  ability 
both  habitual  and  a&ual,  be  from  the  Spirit,  and  not  fromo* 
felvcs,  yet  are  they  capable  of  improvement  by  us  :  For  thoi$ 
in  refpedl:  of  acquirement,  there  be  a  great  difference  bet** 
natural  and  fupernatiiral  habits,  yet  their  improvement  '** 
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fame  wfcy  and  majuier 5  axid  this  improvement  may  be 
made  dwsers  ways  :  For, 

Firfi,  Though  you  have  the  Spirit,  and  can  pray,  yet  you 
pay  learn  to  pray  more  humbly  than  before :  Though  you  rife 
no  higher  as  to  words,  yet  you  may  learn  to  lay  yourfelves 
lower  before  the  Lord,  as  Abrahaoi  and  Ez*a  did,  Gen.  xviii. 
27.  Ezra  ix.  6. 

\  Secondly,  You  may  leam  to  pray  with  more  fincerity  thap 
formerly:  Ahi  there  jemuch  hypocrify  and  formality  in  ojir 
prayers,  much  of  cuftora,  Ac.  Now,  you  may  learn  to  pour 
out  more  cardial  prayers.    See  Pfal.  xvii.  1.  Pfal.  cxix.  10. 

Thirdly,  You  may  leam  to  pray  with  more  zeal  and  earned- 
lids  than  before :  Some /aims  have  excelled,  and  been  remark* 
able  for  this,  Dan,  ix.  19,  Hofea  xii,  4.  James  v.  16. 

Fourthly,  With  naore  aSiduity  and  readtfiefs  at  all  times  for 
k,  Ephef.  vi.  18.  Praying  always  with  all  prayer*     Hence 
Chrift  gives  that  commendation  to  the  church,  Cant,  iv.ij, 
M  Thy  lips,  O  my  jpoufe,  drop  as  thefepney-coipb."    The  ho- 
ncy-comb  often  drops,  but  always  hangs  full  of  drops  ready  to  fall. 
Fifthly,  You  may  learn  to  pray  nvith  more  faith  :   Oh  tr\e 
qualms  of  unbelief  that  go  over  our  hearts  in  a  duty;  faith  is 
tte  foul  of  prayer,  and  according  to  the  faith  God  finds  in 
'them,  he  accepts  and  values  them.    "Now  in  aU  thefe  things' 
1  you  may  improve  your  felves  abundantly. 
.   1 .  By  being  more  frequent  in  the  duty,  Job  *xii.  2 1 .  iC  Ac- 
u  quaint  thyfelf  with  the  Almighty  ;"  inthe  Hebrew  it  is,  ac+ 
<uftm  thyfelf:  Thole  tbat  have  been  e^cejkat,  haye  ajfo  been 
abundant  in  it,  Pfal.  *v.  17. 

2.  By  taking  heed  that  you  grieve  no£*he  Spirit,  «a  whoft 
influences  and  affiliates  you  fo  intkely  4epend :  Even  as 
1  much  as  a  (hip  doth  upon  die  gales  of  wind  for  its  motion. 
¥  3.  By  honouring  the  Spirit  which  enables  you  to  pray,  and 
that  efpeeially  two  ways;  (1.)  By  dependance  on  him;  go 
not  forth  in  your  own  ftrength  to  the  duty,  truft  not  Co  your 
own  promptnefs,  or  preparations.  (2,)  By  returning,  and 
with  thankfulnefs  afcribing  the  praife  of  all  to  him*  be  humble 
under  all  enlargements  :  ?ay,  l\ot  I,  but  grace. 

4.  By  fearching  your  own  hearts,  and  examining  your  ne~ 
ceflities  and  wants,  when  you  draw  nigh  to  God  5  this  will  be 
^fountain  of  matter,  and  give  you  a  deep  refentment  of  the 
Worth  of  mercies  prayed  for. 

5.  Laftly,  By  looking  more  at  the  exercife  of  graces,  and  lefs 
ft  the  difcovcry  of  parts  •,  by  labouring  for  impreflions  more^ 

A  a  a  i 
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and  purr.ping  for  exprefhons  left.     And  thus  I  bsvel 

(hewed  you,  how  to  turnifli  yourfelves  with  this  needful  qti 

ficitionaUb. 
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If  herein  is  Jhewed  tbenecejjity  of  going  out .  of our/elveh  «i 
when  our  habitual  and  aclual preparations  are  at  the  gn& 
height;  and  depending  as  confiantly  and  entirely  Mpw  t 
Spirit  y  who  is  Lord  of  all  gracious  influences^  as  if  -v>eM 
.  done  nothing  :  Together  with  the  means  qf  workfttg  the he* 
to  fuch  a  frame. 

THus  you  have  feen  your  habitual  and  actual  readinefs  i 
fufferings  5  and  bleffed  is  the  foul  thdt  gives'  idiligan 
to  this  work  :  But  now  left  all  that  I  have  faid,  and  you  to 
wrought,  mould  be  in  vain  5  I  muft  let  you  khow,  thiti 
this  will  not  fecure  you,  unlefs  you  can,  by  huitiility,  few 
and  felf-denial,  go  out  of  yourfelves  to  Chrift,  and  hve  uj* 
him  daily  for  lupply  of  grace,  as  much  is  if  ydu  had  none* 
all  this  furniture  and  provifion  for  fufferings.  I  cortfefs,  gfl 
is  a  very  beautiful  and  lovely  creature,  and  it  is  hard  for  a  na 
to  look  upon  his  own  graces,  and  not  cioai  upon  thfl 
But  yet  know,  thatif  you  had  all  thefe  excellent  preparaM* 
that  have  been  mentioned,  yea,  and  all  angelical  perfcfika 
fuperadded,  yet  are  you  not  complete  without  this  depend 
upon  Chrift,  Col.  ii.  10,  Whenever  you  go  forth  tbfeft 
for  Chrift,  you  (hould  fay  at  the  head  of  all  your  excellent  p«*[ 
duties,  and  preparations,  as'Jehofaphat  did,  when  at  the  few 
of  a  puiffant  and  mighty  army,  2  Chron.  xx.  12.  4<  0  1M 
*c  have  no  might  nor  ftrength,  but  my  eyes  «re  unto  thee. 
This  is  one  thing  in  which  Paul  excelled,  and  was  a  fpecia 
part  of  his  readinefs.  See  1  Cor.  xv.  10.  '"Whit  a  poqrcK* 
ture  is  theeminetiteft  faint,  left  to  himfelf  in  an  hour  of  trial* 
the  bop,  the  ivy,  and  the  woodbine,  are  taught  by  nature  tadiflj 
about  ftronger  props  and  fupporters  :  What  they  do  by  natu«i 
we  (hould  do  by  grace. 

The  neceffity  and  great  advantage  of  this  will  appear  op<* 
divers  confiderations:  '- 

Con fid.  1.  The  Chriftian's  own  imbecility  and  infufficieiW 
even  in  the  ftrength  and  height  or  all  his  acquirements  a^ 
preparations  5  what  are  you,  to  grapple  with  fuch  an  adverfarj. 
Certainly,  you.  are  no  match  lor  him  that  conquered  Ate 
baud  to  hand  in  his  fete  of  integrity.     It  is  not  your  inherent 
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^ftpengdrthat  enables  you  to  ftand,  hut  what  you  receive,,  and . 
daily  derive  from  Jefus  Chrift!,  Johnxv.  5,  w  Without  m^," 
jor  never  fo;  little  fepatated  from,  me,  "  ye  can  do  nothing  5  all 
*«  your  fufficiency  i&of  God,"  2  Cox.  in.  5.  Upon  this  vexy 
consideration  it  was*  that  the  apoftle  exhorts  the  Ephefians,  to 
**  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might,"  (i .  e.) 
not  to  depend  upon  their. own  flock  anc*  furniture ;  but  Divine 
affiftances,  and  daily  communications.;.  "For  we  wreftlenot. 
**  with  fldh  and  blood,  but  principalities  and  powers,"  Eph. 
vi.  10,  12.-  In  his  own  ftrength  (hall  no  man  prevail. 

Conjtd.  2i  {It  is  the  great  defign  lof  God  in  the  gofpel,  to  ex* 
ait  his  Son,  and  to  have  all  glory  attributed  and  afcribed  to  him*. 
"  That  m  all  things  he  might. have  the  pre-eminence,"  Col. 
i.  18.  ThatChrift  ft  might  be  alLinall,"  Col.  iii.  11.  Hence, 
no  feint  mull  have  a  felf*fufficiency,  or  be  trufted  with  a  ftock 
as  Adam  was,  but  Chrift;  being  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of 
God,  and  >  made  the  .wp^r^  M«r, .  or  firft  receptacle  of  all 
grace  5  "For  it  pleafed.  the  Father,  that  in  him  all  fulnefs 
*«  fhould  dwell;",  all  the  faints  are  therefore  to  go  to  bim  for 
fupplies,  and  of  his  fulnefs  to  receive,  JoHn  i.  16.  This,  fu,l- 
tfefs  beings  a  minifterial  fulnefs ',  like  that  of  the  fun*  or  of  a 
fountain,  intended  to  fupply  all  our  wants.  And  hei^ce  is  it 
that  faith,  a  felf-emptying  and  denying  grace,  is  appointed  to 
be  the  inftrumentof  fetching  our  fupplies  from  Chrift.  All 
muft  be  derived  from  him,  that  all  the  praife  and  glory  may  be 
afcribed  to  him,  Phil.  iv.  14.  And  this  is  a  moft  wife  and, 
congruous  ordination  of  God,  for  hereby  pot  only  are  his  pep-, 
pie  the  better  fecured,  but  by  this  alfo,  the  reproach  that  Jay 
upon  Chrift  is  rolled  away.  He  Was  reproached  on  earth,  as 
barren,  empty, -weak}  "Can  any  good  comejout  of  Naza- 
44  f eth  ?"  He  was  looked  upon  as  a  "  Root  fpringing  out  of  a 
"  dry  ground,"  but  by  this  (hall  his  reproach  be  wiped  away  : 
So  that  unlefs  you  will  go  about  to  crofs  the  great  defign  of- 
God,  in  the  exaltation  of  his  Chrift,  you  muft  go  out  of  your- 
felves,  and  humbly  and  conftantly  rely  upon  fupplies  from 
Chrift,  and  his  grace,  to  help  in  the  times  of  need. 

Confid*  3..  A  Chriftian  is  conftantly  to  depend  upon  Chrift, 
notwithfta riding  all  his  own  preparations,  and  inherent  quali- 
fications \  becaufe  the  activity  even  of  inherent  grace  depends 
upon  him.  Inherent  grace  is  beholding  to  exciting  and  affifU 
ing  grace  for  all  it  is  enabled  to  do.  You  cannot  aft  a  grace 
without  his  Spirit,  1  Cor.  xv.  10.  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  John  xv.  5. 
It  may  be-faid  of  grace  in  -us,,  as  it  was  of  the  land  of  Canaan, 
Oeut.  xi.  io,  1 1,  12.  "  It  is  not  as  the  land  of  Egypt,  whence 
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*<  ye  came  out,  where  thou  Ibwedft  thy  feed,  and  waJtensHtfr 
«  with  thy  foot,  as  a  garden  of  herbs :  but  a  land  of  hills  and 
«  Tallies,  drinking  water  of  the  rain  of  heaven ;  a  land  which 
«  the  Lord  thy  God  oareth  for :  his  eyes  are  always  upon  it, 
«  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  even  to  the  end  of  die  year," 
As  die  life  and  fragancy*of  vegetables  depend  cm  the  influence 
elf  heaven,  fo  do  our  graces  upon  Chnft  And  hence  hes 
called,  (i.)  A  root,  Ifa.  n.  10.  (a.)  An  head,  CoLi.il* 
(3.)  A  fon,  Mai.  ir.  a.  (4,)  A  fountain,  Zeph.  xiii.  1.  M 
which  comparifons  do  folly  cany  this  truth  in  them. 

Con/id.  4.  Laftly,  In  this  life  of  dependanee  lies  your  fecun- 
ty j  and  indeed  this  is  the  great  difference  betwixt  the  tft 
covenants.  In  the  firft,  Adam's  flock  was  in  his  own  hands, 
and  fo  his  fecurity  or  mifery  depended  upon  the  unconftraiflct 
choice  of  his  own  mutable  and  (elf-determining  wilL  But  no* 
in  the  new  covenant,  all  are  to  go  to  Chrift,  to  depend  up* 
him  for  fupplies,  and  are  fo  fecured  againft  all  deftfudive  dan- 
cers, Jude  i.  1  Pet.  i.  5.  Should  you  go  forth  in  your  on 
ftrength  againft  a  temptation,  either  your  grace  would  bh 
and  you  fail  in  the  confli£t 5  or  if  you  obtain  any  vi&oryover 
it  by  your  own  ftrength,  yet  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  but  jour 
pride  would  conquer  you,  when  you  had  conquered  it :  Lib 
him  that  flew  an  elephants  but  was  himfelf  flain  by  the  fall  of 
that  elephant  which  he  flew.  But  now,  by  this  way,  as  God 
hath  fecured  you  againft  the  dangers  without ;  fo  alfo  the  frame 
and  constitution  of  this  new  covenant  is  fueh  as  prevents  the 
danger  arifing  from  our  own  pride  too.  Not  Ego  et  Deusm- 
us ;  I  and  my  God  did  this;  as  was  once  faid  by  a  prophase 
mouth ;  "  but  felf  is  abafecfc  and  the  L<wd  lifted  up  in  his  <m 
«  ftrength,"  1  Cor.  ir*  7.  And  thus  I  haye  briefly  eviiicrt 
the  neceffity  of  this  daily  dependanee. 

But  next  it  concerns  you  to  know*  what  this  depeucfepce  n 
fpeak  of  is :  this  alfo  I  fhall  briefly  open  to  you,  laying  <•*** 
fomewhat  negatively ^  and  fomewbat  pofitivtly  about  it 

1 .  Negatively.  It  is  not  to  deny  the  grace  wrought  in  us  by 
the  Spirit;  this  were  both  iftjuftice  and  ingratitude;  wemaf 
know  our  own  graces  fo  as  to  be  thankful  for  them*  though** 
fo  as  to  be  proud  of  them,  t  Cor.  xv.  10. 

2.  Neg .  k  is  riot  a  lazy  excufe  from  our  duty:  you  do*# 
depend,  but  rather  dijbonour  Chrift  by  fo  doing  j  you  mult**  , 
fey,  becaufe  Chrift  muft  do  all,  therefore  I  muft  do  nothing- 
but  rather  work  out  your  falvation,  becaufe  it  is  he  that  vo*« 
eth  both  to  will  and  to  do,  Phil.  ii.  12,  13.  Thefesreptff 
ppfedf  but  fubordinaUdL 
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JBut  then  pofitively,  it  lies  in  three  things. 

i .  Pqfitively.  In  feeing  and  acknowledging  the  infinite  fuffi-  • 
eiency  and  fulnefe  that  is  in  Chrift :  to  acknowledge  him  to  be 
all  in  all  j  not  only  by  way  of  impetratton  procuring  all,  Heb. 
ix.  12.  but  alfo  by  way  of  application  f  bringing  home  to  the 
foul  all  the  bleffings  purchafed  by  hi*  blood,  and  fettling  us  m 
the  poflefiion  of  it,  John  xiv.  3.  And  fo  from  firfl  to  laft  to 
eye  him  as  the  author  and  finifher  of  our  faith. 

a.  Pofit.  In  feeing  the  neceffary  dependance  that  all  our  gra- 
ces have  upon  him.  So  that  as  you  fee  the  ftream  depending 
on  the  fountain,  the  beam  upon  tbe  fun,  the  branch  upon  the 
root,  the  building  upon  the  foundation,  even  fo  do  our  grace* 
Upon  Chrfft :  on  him  they  live,  and  cut  off  from  him  they  die. 
*  Our  Kfe  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God/'  Col.  iii.  3.  When  y<»  ' 
fee  this,  and  aMb  fee  that  all  your  activity,  and  ftriving,  is  but 
as  the  noifting  up  of  the  fails,  m  order  to  the  motion  of  the 
ftip,  which  can  do  nothing  till  there  come  a  gale  ;  when  you 
look  upon  your  grace  as  a  creature  that  muft  be  upheld,  fed, 
a&ed,  and  prefer ved%  Chrift,  Col.  ii.  1  j>.  then  you  are  pre*- 
pared  for  this  a&  of  dependance :  As  for  inftance,  you  can  ne- 
ver depend  upon  Chrift  for  the  a&ing  of  that  grace  of  hope,  un<» 
*  til  vou  fee  Chrift  to  be  the  ptop  and  foundation  of  it,  and  that 
it  aepends  upon  him,  as  upon  its  caufe,  1  Pet:  i.  3*  as  upon 
its  objed,  Heb.  vi.  19.  and  as  upon  its  foundation  and  ground* 
work,  Crf.  i.  27. 

You  can  never  depend  upon  Chrift  for  your  joy  and  com* 
fort,  until  you  fee  what  a  neceffary  dependance  this  alfo  hath 
upon  htm,  Phil.  iii.  3.  and  that,  both  as  to  its  being  and  ask- 
ing, John  xvi.  22. 

You  can  never  depend  upon  hiih,  for  ftrcngth  in  any  doty, 
until  you  fee  bow  your  duties  depend  upon  Chrift,  not  only  for 
thejlrengtb  by  which  thev  are  performed,  John  xv.  4, 5.  but 
alfo  for  acceptation  when  tney  a*e  performed,  i  Pet.  n\  5.  It 
were  eafy  to  inftance  in  any  other  grace. 

(3.)  It  lies  in  *  looking  off  from  your  own  grace  whenever 
you  are  put  upon  the  a&ing  of  it, '  (I  mean  in  regard  of  any  de- 
pendance upon  it)  and  looking  by  an  eye  of  faith  for  acceptati* 
on  to  Chrift,  Heb.  xii.  2 .  To  the  putting  forth  of  Which  a£t  of , 
dependance  upon  Chrift,  holy  ejaculations  in  our  on-fets  upon 
duty,  or  thofe  quick  and  vigorous  lifting  up  of  our  fouls  to 
God  that  way,  are  of  fpecial  ufe*  it  being  a  duty  fitted  for  the 

*  A<?4«rrnf  «« tm  ut  »*«*«  *i%ny*'*  ko©ki»g  off  to  the  author 
pfoartytln  .  ' 
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purpofe,  when  there  is  no  room  for  fet  and  foletan  prayer.  Anq 
thus  briefly  of  its  nature. 

And  to  urge  you  to  this  duty,  I  {hall  offer  thefe  fevea  confc 
.  derations :  which)  oh,  that  they  might  prevail  upon  your  heart* 
and  make  you  for  ever  to  clafp  and  cling  about  Chrifl  mos 
than  ever  you  have  don?. 

Confideratioix  I.  You  have  little  reafon  to  >rely  upon  tk 
ftrength  of  your  own  graces,  for  you  may  be  eafily  deceived  is 
that  matter,  and  think  you  have  much  more  grace  than  yd 
have.  How  often  are  the  common  gifts  of  the  Spirit  miftakt 
for  his  fpecial  graces  !  the  fixth  chapter 'to  the  Hebrews  is  aft 
to  make  a  man  tremble  in  this  thing* 

Confid.2.  Suppofc  you  have  much  grace,  yet  have  you  n* 
ftrong  corruptions,  and  may  you- not  meet  with  ftrong  temp- 
tations alfo  i  He  that  hath  lefc  of  other  graces  than  you,  ma; 
have  more  humility  and  felf-denial  than  you,  and  fo  may  fori 
when  you  fall.  Great  enlargements  are  often  attended  wkk 
great  temptations  of  pride,  ebi. 

Cwfid,  3.  Whatever  meafures  of  grace  you  have  arrived  fc 
yet  all  is  not  able  to  fecure  you  from  falling,  if  God  with  W 
or  with-draw  his  aids  and  influences.  Abraham  had  ma* 
faith  than  you,*  and  yet  he  fell  into  a  fin  contrary  to  that ?erf 
grace  wherein  he  fo  excelled  others,  Gen*  xx.,2.  Job  had  bob 
•  patience  than  you  j  which  of  you  could  behave  yourfelves* 
he  did,  had  you  been  in  the  like  circumftances  as  he  was  ?  chap. 
i.  2.  he  is  renowned  for  it  in  the  ftripture,  James  v.  1 1.  J* 
he  fell  into  that  fin  which  is  contrary  to  this  grace  alfo,  chap 
iii,  Mofes  had  more  meeknefs  than  you  :  <c  Now  die  man  M*?- 
u  fcs  was  the  meekeft  man  upon  the  earth."  If  you  bebrt 
reproved,  and  that  juftly  for  your  faults,  how  wafpifh  are  yon? 
Yet  fee  how  this  grace  failed  even  in  him,  in  an  eminent  tria 
of  it.  Numb.  xi.  1 3,  14, 15.  -Adam  was  much  jnore  advanc- 
ed in  this  refpeft  than  you,  being  made  upright,  and  no(W 
ruption  inherent  in  him,  yet  he  fell :  the.  angels  moreagaft 
yet.th6y  fell.  Oh. when  will  you  learn  the. vanity  of  feii^" 
pendance.  ' 

Confid.  4.  Nothing  more  provoketh  the  /Lord  to  v/ithdn* 

his  Spirit,  and  let  you  tally  than  this  iin  of  felf-confidence  A* 

.  Luke  xiv;  29*  30,  31.  •    God  will  teach  yon  by  fad  experfcotf 

your  own  weakntfs,^nd  what  frail  and  vain  things  you  b$» 

ypu  will  learn  it  by  no  other  mean$. 

Conftd.  5.  If  God  permit  you  to  fall,  (as  doubdefs  he  vilM 

-  you  be  felf-conceited},  then  the  more  eminent  you  t3^^! 

or  are  for  grics,  the  more  will  the  name  of*  God  be  reproach 


the,  heft  Work  in  ifo  tybfjt  Tttetts  '  tff 

bp  your  fall.  This  will  furnifli  the  triumphs  of  the  titteircum* 
cifed,  and  the  lamentations  of  your  brethren,  and  make  them 
fey,  «*  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  !"  What  difmal  confequent* 
will  attend  your  fall  ?      ^ 

Confid.6.  Have  yon  not  fad  experience  <jf  your  own  weak* 
tiefs  from  day  to  day  in  your  leffer  trials  ?  Have  you  not  faid 
in  fome  fmaller  confli&s>  as  David  once  did,  4<  My  feet  had 
**  well  nigh  flipt."  O  rethinks  this  fhould  teath  you  to  look 
more  to  God,  and  lefs  to  felf*  « If  you  hare  run  with  foot* 
**  men,  and  they  have  wearied  you  in  the  land  of  peace*,  think 
"fadly  horm  you  fhould  contend  with  horfes  in  the  fwellings  of 
"  Jordan."  Do  not  you  fee  that  you  are  but  feathers  in  the 
wind  of  temptation  ?  Confult  your  former  experiences,  and 
tfeey  will  tell  you  what  weaklings  you  are* 

Ctnfid.  7*  Laftly,  Hath  Chrift  given  you  more  grace  than  o* 
titers,  then  how  much  more  hath  he  obliged  you  to  honour 
lam  thereby  ?  And  is  this  your  requital  of  his  love  ?  What ! 
to  take  the  crown  from  his  head,  arid  put  it  upon  your  own  I 
Certainly  a  greater  injury  cannot  be  done  to  Chrift  than  this. 

Well  then,  by  all  this  be  perfuaded  to  ceafe  from  yourfelves, 
yea,  from  your  religious  felves ;  and  to  all  other  your  prepara- 
tion^ add  this  as  a  choice  one ;  If  you  do  thefe  things,  yon 
troll  never  fall.  And  thus  you  fee  the  complete  Chriftian  in 
his  equipage  for  fufFering*. 


CHAP.      XIV. 

Containing  the  firft  ufe  of  the  point  by  %vay  of  cmiriftitoit  dis- 
covering the  unreadinefs  of  multitudes  tfprtfeffors  forfuffitt* 
ing-work. 

YOU  have  feen,  by  all  tnat  hath  been  ipoken,  what  the 
neceffary  pre-rcquifites  unto  a  fuffering  condition  are  % 
and  what  manner  of  perfons  you  muft  be,  (both  for  habitual 
and  a&ual  readinefs),  if  ever  you  honour  Chrift  by  bonds,  or 
death  for  him.  And^I  doubt  not  but  your  judgments  and 
tonfeiences  yield  to  the  evident  ncceffity  of  thefe  things,  where* 
in  I  have  placed  the  Chriftiafl's  readinefe.  But,  alas  I  where 
(hall  we  find  among  the  throngs  and  crowds  of  profeflbrs,  any 
confiderable  numbers  thus  qualified  and  prepared  ?  To  fuflfer* 
for  Chrift,  is  a  giftthat  few  have  received.  We  are  fallen  in* 
to  the  dregs  of  time.  Oh  how  little  of  primitive  zeal  and  fim> 
plicky  remains  among  the  profeflbrs  of  this  age  t  IatterNtimc* 
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have  produced  a  fort  of  profeflbrs  of  another  damp  and  fpsrij 
Thefe  have  the  lights  but  they  had  the  love  :  thefe  fee  mm 
but  they  did  and  fuffered  more-  How  many  that  are  no  onti 
ment  to  religion,  do  adorn  tbemfelves  with  the  name  of  it! 

Now,  according  to  this  account  given  of  a  ready  Chriftiafl 
divers  profefling  perfons  will  be  canvi&ed  of  their  unreadind 
and  inability  to  manage  fuffering-work :  As  firft, 

1.  The  politic  and  hypocritical  profeflbrs,  whofe  hearts  ra 
never  fet  right  at  firft,  and  therefore  cannot  be  jtedfafi  wbd 
trials  come,  Pfal.  lxxviii.  8*  Their  hearts  were  never  fm 
in  God's  Jlatutes,  and  therefore  no  wonder  if  they  be  notonl 
a  Jhame  to%  but  afbamed  of  their  profeffion,  Pfalm  cxix.  fo 
Never  wonder  if  you  fee  that  profefiion  which  began  in  kyf* 
crif/y  to  end  in  apoftaey.  Thefe  want  their  habitual  readmei 
for  fuflferings,  and  fo  cannot  drink  of  that  cup :  Needs  md 
they  fall  when  tried  ;  and  when  they  fall,  they  fait  dreadfollj 
and  often  irrecoverably  ;  for  they  neither  have  the  feed  of  Cm 
in  them>  nor  any  promife  of  God  made  to  them. 

And  are  there  not  many  fuch  to  be  found  iir  every  pi 
For,  ( 1 .)  How.  difficult  is  it  to  perfuade  many  of  you  to  anf 
'duty  that  hath  lofs  or*  hazard  attending,  on  it  ?  Doth  not  d* 
fincere  heart  (land  inclinable  and  dlfpofed  to  all  the  knovt 
will  of  God?  Pfalm  cxix.' 6.  Do  Chriftians  ufer^to*  enquirt 
more  what  is  cheap,  eafy,  and  fafe  for  them,  or  what  is  their 
duty  ?  Gal.  i.  16.  Speak  conference*  for  to  thee  do  I  appeal 
art  than  not  confeious  of  fome  referves,  limitations*  and  excep 
xions?  Doth  not  the  man,  l?ke^Naa?nan*  defire  the  Lordtt 
excufe  and  pardon  him  in  this  or  that  thing  ?  2  Kings  v.  17. 
And  thinkeft  thou  that  this  is  confiftent  with  fincere  obedience; 
which  excepts  no  duty*  nor  quarrels,  with  any  eommamf,!* 
caufe  they  all  flow  equally  from  the  fovereignty  of  God,  James 
iiv  11.'  and  fo  doth  what  it  doth  intuitu  voluntatis,  upon  tk 
light  of  God's  wilL  Say  conscience,'  are  there  not  great  /tog- 
glings, difputes,  and  contefts  betwixt  thee,  and  flefhly  iiiterefc 
in  fuch  cafes  ?  And  art  thou  not  frequently  over-borne  I  Ok 
iearch  your  hearts  in  this  particular. 

Yea,%  fecondty?  I  appeal  to  you,  whether  there  be  not  many  * 
>mong  you  that  choofe  fin  rather  than  aflli&ion  ?  This  is  alwayf 
.the  hypocrite's  optfon  and  choice:  He  judges  fuffcricgstk 
.greateft  eviJs,  and  fo  orders  himfelf  in  his  ele&ion.  It  w* 
merely  to  avoid  perfecution  that  thofe  hypocrites,  Gal.  vi.  12. 
conftrained  others  to  be  circumcifed,  only  to  gratify  the  Jew*; 
.that  fo,  by  a  finful  compliance  with  them,  the  offeacc  of  thr 
crefs  might  ceafe.    If  Paul  would  have  done  fo,  he  might  have 
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poised  it  too,  but  he  durft  not  whatever  he  fuffered,  Gal.  v. 
1.  Oh  this  is  a  flirewd  fign  of  a  falfe  hearty  Job  xxxvi.  21. 
tnd  the  contrary  difpofition  is  always  found  in  the  upright 
eart,    Heb.  xi.  25.         <  ". 

Nay,  are  there  not  fome  that  have,  and  others  that  are  ready 
0  throw  up  their  profeffion,  when  they  fee  into  what  difficul- 
ies  it  involves  them  ?  Whilft  they  could  live  upon  the  profef- 
ion  of  truth,  they  entertained  it ;  but  when  truth  comes  to 
ivc  upon  them,  they  thruft  it  out,  arjd  cry,  away  with  thb 
>rofeflion,  it  will  beggar  and  undo  us  :  They  then  repent  of 
heir  forwardnefe,  and  fecretly  wifh  they  had  never  engaged 
n  it.  O  examine  whether  your  hearts  be  not  thus  turned  back* 
tnd  your  fteps  declined.  If  fo,  it  is  manifeft  you  are  hypcri* 
rical  profefibrs,  and  that  it  was  fome  outward  felf-refpe&  2ft 
5rft  engaged  you  in  your  profeffion,  but  can  never  enable,  you 
to  hold  out  when  difficult  days  come.  I  fay  it  is  manifefl  by 
this  departure  from  your  profeffion,  that  fome  outward  felfr 
iefpe£l  at  firfl  allured  you  to  it.  As  now,  whenM  behold  the 
artificial  motions  of  the  wheels  in  %v>atch>  and  fee  how  regular- 
ly the  needle  marks  the  journal-hours  of  the  fun  upon  the  flat 
of  the  quadrant^  and  fee  nothing  that  moves  or  guides  it ;  it 
would  caufe  admiration  if  I  had  never  feen  it  before,  or  did  not 
underftand  the  caufe  and  motion  :  but  when  I  look  upon  the 
other  fide,  and  there  find  wheels,  reflbrts,  and  counterpoifes* 
and  a  fpring  that  caufes  all  thofe  motions,  I  ceafe  to  Wonder* 
Certainly  fome  luft  or  other  was 'the  fpring  of  all  thy  religious 
motions  \  flop  or  take  off  that,  and  motion  ceafes :  And  if  it 
be  fo,  this  fcab  of  hypogrify  will  at  laft.  break  out  into  that 
botch  of  apoftacy.  'JThou  canft  never  hold  ofut  long  under 
trials,  Matth.  xiii.  2 1.  Oh  how  many  fuch  fad  fights  may  we 
live  to  fee  as  trials  come !  Difficult  times  are  coming  on,  2  Tim. 
iii.  j  •  And  woe  to  fuch  then  as  want  fincerity  at  the  bottom 
of  tteir  profeffion. 

2.  Arid  as  thefe  have  no  habitual  readinefs  for  fufferings, 
and,  corrfequently,  mufl  be  ruined  by  them,  fo  there  are  o- 
thers  that  may  be  truly  godly,  and  have  the  reot  o(  the  matter 
fa  them,  who  are  yet  far  from  an  a&ual  readinefs*  arid  fo  con- 
tinuing, are  like  to  be  a  reproach  to  religion  when  their  trial 
comes ;  for  it  is  not  a  little  grace  in  the  fleepy  habit  that  will 
fecure  you  from  falling  fcandaloufty  by  the  hand  of  temotati- 
on :  and  although  that  feed  of  God  which  is  in  you,  will  re* 
Cover  you  again,  and  prevent  total  and  final  apoftacy,  yet,  Oh, 
CPnfider  what  a  fad  thing  it  is  to  enter  into,  and  be  conquered 
B  bb  * 
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fy  temptation,  to  be  led  away  in  triumph  by  the  tempter,  vt& 
made  a  reproach  Co  Chrift.  O  it  is  a  fed  consideration  to  think 
how  many  there  be  amongft  the  people  of  God,  that  difcover 
little  or  no  a&ual  preparation  for  fufferings :  As,  firft, 

i.  Upon  how  many  of  the  faints  is  the  fpirit  of  flumber 
poured  out  ?  Even  the  wife,  as  well  as  foolifli,  feem  now  to  be 
aflecp.  There  is  a  twofold  fpiritaal  fleep:  the  firft  is  tcttl, 
upon  wicked  men :  and  it  is  one  of  God's  fereft  and  dreadfal* 
left  ftrokes  upon  their  fouls,  Ifa.  xxht.  10.  *  The  Hebrew  word 
there  ^»  the  fame  with  that  which  is  ufed  of  Adam,  when  God 
caft  him  into  that  deep  fleep  whilft  he  took  out  bis  rib,  *  Afedin, 
«  Tim.  ii,  a6.  it  figjtifies  fuch  a  fleep  as  that  which  is  occafionfit 
by  drunkennefi  j  out  of  fuch  a  fleep  doth  the  Lord  awaken  aB 
that  sfre  fared,  and  they  never  fall  into  it  any  more.  The  * 
ther  is  partial,  Cant.  t.  a,  and  is  incident  to  the  people  of 
God,  Matth.  x*v.  5.  This  is  nothing  eifc  but  that  torpor  or 
fluggifitnefs  of  Spirit  which  feizeth  upon  the  faints,  and  never 
did  it  prevail,  I  fear,  among  them  more,  than  now.  For  whert 
is  their  afikivity  for  God  ?  Where  is  he  \\ntjiirretb  up  hipfclf 
to  take  hold  of  God  i  lfa.  Ixiy.  7,  Where  is  there  fuch  a  ge- 
neration as  that,  Pfal.  xxiy.  6.?  We  pray,  confer,  and  hear,  for 
the  moft  part,  bat  a*  men  fpeak  betwixt  deeping  and  waking. 
Where  can  you  find*  except  here  and  there  one,  that  had*  a 
quick  and  lively  fenfe  of  God's  indignation  upon  him,  or  tbat 
trembles  at  his  judgments  ?  Is  not  that  the  very  safe  of  the  moft 
which  God  defenbes,  Ifa.  xKt.  *h.  t 

2.  How  many  are  feiged  by  a  private  and  worldly  Spirit*  e» 
very  man  turning  to  his  own  houfe,  and  eagerly  profiling  the 
world?  Hab.  i.  9.  Jer,  xlv,  4,  5.  Oh!  how  are  we  k&tang- 
led  in  the  wildernefs  I  How  doth  the  world  eat  up  our  timet 
and  eat  out  our  aeal ;  cowardize  and  ibften  our  fpitirs,  aad 
render  us  utterly  unfit  for  the  yoke  and  burden  of  Chrift  ?  Y<» 
that  fee  fo  much  beauty,  and  tafte  fo  much  fweetnefs  in  tb« 
creature,  you  will  have  an  hard  taflt  when  called  to  denyk: 
You  are  not  yet  prepared  to  drink  of.  the  cup,  or  take  up  the 
crofs  of  Chrift. 

3.  How  many  poor  Chriftians  are  of  a  low  and  timorous 
Spirit,  ready  to  tremble  at  the  (baking  of  a  leaf?  Ah  poor  hearts1. 
kpw  unfit  are  you  for  bonds  or  death  \  This  paffion  of  fa* 
that  fo  predominates  in  you,  is  the  very  paffion  which  Satan 
aflaults,  and  lays  fiege  to  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  as  waa 
^(ore  rioted ;  And  commonly  it  is  occafioned  (where  itfrffl* 
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iet  firom  the  naturabconfiitutioA)  from  an  exceffi ve  love  to  the 
rorld,  or  from  forac  guilt  upon  the  fpirit.  It  is  true,  the 
L*ord  can  (o  affift  weak  faith,  and  fo  fubdue  ftrong  fears,  as 
hat  you  may  be  enabled  to  ftand  the  (hock  when  it  comes  ; 
For,  as  I  noted  formerly,  pur  ftrength  lies  not  in  any  thing  in- 
herent m  us,  but  we  are  ftrong  or  weak,  according  to  the  di- 
Hbie  prefence  and  affiftances  that  we  enjoy)  but  yet  if  you : la- 
bour not  to  mortify  this  evil,  and  ftir  not  up  yourfelves  in 
tire  vie  of  all  appointed  means,  to  rouze  your  zeal  and  courage 
for  God,  I  know  no  warrant  you  have  to  expert  fuch  affift- 
smces. 

Laftfy,  How  many  poor  Chriftians  among  us  are  to  this  day 
dark  and  cloudy  in  their  evidences  for  heaven  I  Had.  they  walk- 
ed clofely  with  God,  been  laborious  in  the  diminution  and 
fearch  of  their  own  hearts,  they  had  long  fince  obtained  a  clear* 
txefe  and  fatisfa&ion  about  the  ftate  of  their  own  hearts :  But 
p6  the  cafe  (lands  with  them,  how  unfit  are  they  for  bonds  or 
Kfeath.  Oh !  it  is  a  fad  cafe,  when  inward  and  outward  trou- 
bles meet  together,  as  you  may  fee,  Gen.  xlii,  21,32.  when 
there  fliaft*  be  fightings  without,  and  fears  within:  When 
fuch  a  pang  as  that,  Lani,  Hi,  17,  i%%  fhall  come  over  thy 
Jteart,  what  wilt  thou  do  i 

By  all  that  hath  been  faid,  It  appears,  that  the  moft  of  pro> 
'f  feflbrs  are  hi  a  very  unready  pofture  for  fufferkrgs  y  fo  that  as 
/troubles  come  to  an  height,  we  are  like  to  fee  many  fad  fpec- 
tacles  :  Many  offences  will  ctime  $  religion  is  like  to  be  wound- 
ed in  the  houfe  of  its  friends.  Oh  !  what  a  day  of  merey 
have  we  enjoyed  ?  What  helps  and  choice  advantages,  above 
any  precedent  age,  and  yet  unready  ?  How  fad  and  inexcusa- 
ble is  this? 


C    H    A    P.      XV. 

Containing  another  ufe  of  the  point ,  by  way  of  exhortation,  per- 
fuading  all  tj?e  people  of  God,  whilft  the  Lord  refpites,  and 
gracioufly  delays  their  trials,  to  anfwer  the  endof  God  there- 
in, and  prepare  fhemfelves for greater trials :  where  fever al  % 
motives  are  propounded,  to  excite  to  the  duty.     ' 

UP  then  from  your  beds  of  floth,  awake  from  your  fecu- 
rity,  O  ye  faints*  ger  upon  your  watch-towers,  trem- 
ble in  yourfelves,  that  ye  may  reft  in  the  day  of  evil,  Hab.  ii. 
Ii  31 16.  "  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  he- 
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*«  able  to  ftaiid  in  the  evil  day,  and  when  you  hate  done  all*  , 
u  to  ftand,"  Eph.  vi.  n.  O  let  it  never  be  laid  of  your  dwel-* 
lings,  a*  it  is  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  wicked,  Job  xq.  9« 
a  Their  houfes  are  fafe  from  fear."  A 

Auguftus  hearing  of  one  that  was  deeply  in  debt,  who  yet 
flept  heartily,  fent  for  his  pillow,  fuppofing  there  was  fonrt 
ftrange  virtue  in  that  pillow.  I  wonder  what  pillow  you  have 
gotten,  O  ye  drowfy  faints,  that  you  can  fleep  fo  quietly  ujh' 
on  it,  now  that  all  things  about  you  are  confpiring  trouble, 
and  threatening  danger.  Can  you  fleep  like  Jonah,  when  fed 
of  wrath  are  tumbling  and  roaring  round  about  yon,  and 
threaten  to  entomb  you  and  all  your  enjoyments  ?Behold,  "The 
"  ftork  in  the  heavens  knows  her  appointed  time,"  Jer.  tii. 
8.  and  hath  not  God  made  you  wifer  than  the  fowls  offbeat) 
Job xxxv.  ii.  It  maybe  the  found  of  fome  prefent  judgment 
may  a  little  ftartle  you,  like  a  fudden  clap  of  thunder  in  the 
air;  but  how  foondoth  (loth  andfceurity  prevail,  and  over* 
come  you  again.  They  fay  poifon  by  being  habituated,  may 
be  made  innocent :  We  are  foufed  to,  or  rather  hardened  un* 
der  calamities,  that  nothing  moves  or  efie&ually  awakens  «$♦ 
Lord,  what  will  the  end  of  thefc  things  be  ?  Wilt  thou  far* 
prize  thy  people  at  unawares  ?  Shall  thy  judgments  find  thea 
fecure^  and  leave  them  defperate  ?  O  that  God  would  perfttad* 
you  "  to  gather  yourfelves  together,  yea,  to  gather  together,* 
(not  in  an  unlawful  andfeditious  way,  but  inthe  wayofduty)» 
4<  before  the  decree  bring  forth,  and  the  day  pafc  as  the  chaff* 
Zeph.  ii.  i,  2.  O  prepare  to  meet  your  God,  Amos  iv.  i* 
Prepare  your  faith9  bvet  courage^  &c.  before,  God  call  you» 
the  exercife  of  them. 

And  to  excite  you  to  this  duty,  befides  all  the  fore-mentiotf 
ei  benefits  of  a  prepared  fpirit,  confider  thefe  following  parti* 
eulars  by  way  of  motive. 

i .  Motive.  The  many  calls  which  God  hath  given  you  to  All 
work.  The  Lord  hath  uttered  his  voice,  and  called  from  hea- 
ven unto  you  \  will  you  be  deaf  to  his  calls  ?  He  hath  caflrf 
upon  you,  (i.)  By  the  word  :  God  would  have  it  cry  to  y<» 
firft,  becaufe  he  would  give  the  firft  honour  to  his  word  He 
bath  given  all  his  prophets  one  mouthy  Luke  i.  70.  andtoef 
have  warned  you  faithfully.  (2.)  By  the  rod :  this  alfo  hi* 
loud  voice;  Micah  vi.  9.  Pfalm  ii  5.  Men  of  underftanding 
will  hear  this  voice ;  and  thofe  that  will  not  hear  it,  ftall  * 
lafiied  by  it  even  till  they  are  fick  with  fmiting,  verfe  13.  (W 
By  pnxugicfus  and  protentous  figns  in  the  heavens  and  eartfcj 
fuch  as  no  age  can  parallel,  thefe  have  a  loud  voice  to  all  ^ 
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%&$• the  W0I*S  of  the  Lor4»  of  the  operations  of  his  bands. 
JSufebms  calls  them  God's  fertmnt  to  the  -world  *.  Oh  that  we 
•were  wife  to  confider  what  God's  ends  are  in  thefe  things  t 
«ne  oMerves,  'That  as  they  are  the  plaineft  and  mod  obvious 
*  to  fenie,  fo  thejr  are  commonly  the  laft  fermons  which  God 
«  intends  to  preach  to  nations,  before  he  infiitfa  his  puoifiV 
*.  ment  on  them,  if  they  repent  not  *  O  let  not  God*  fpeak- 
mg  m  ordinary  and  extraordinary  ways  to  you,  ftill  fpeakin 


vain. 


Your  preparation  for  fufFerings,  is  themoft  probable  means 
of  preventing  your  fall  and  ruin  by  thofe  fuflerings. 
m  2.  Motive,  Sufferings  prove  fatal and  deftr»aive  to  fome  j  but 
it  is  tofecureand  carelefs  ones :  Such  as  are  diligent  and  faith- 
M  m  the  ufe  of  God's  means,  are  fecured  from  the  danger. 
£hrift  lays  our  conftancy  and  perfeverance  very  much  upon 
pur  forecafting  the  worft  that  may  fall  out,  Luke  xhr.Vs. 
U  »?l ^"^  £mour  rf  God>  *at  ye  may  be  able  to 
!  *"&>*  EPh,  VK  He  that  hath  &ft  fevered  Chrift  in  hia 
ftoughtsfrom  «U  worldly  advantages,  and  pu$s  the  cafe  thus  to 

r£  27  SUl'a^  mf/0ul,  <?mft  *?*  embrace  or  **w  »  naked 
Chnff  f  Canft^thou  bexontent  to  be  impoveriihed,  imprifon- 
ed,  andfuffer  the  lofc  of  all  for  him?  He  is  moft  likely  to  cleave 
faithfully  to  him,  when  the  cafe  is  really  prefemed  to  him  in- 

w  'a  .   •  T-  W/etm  a  light  tbi°8  in  y°ur  eTh  *>  be  e- 
nabled  to  ftand  ,n  fuch  an  evil  day?  If  you  fei/^  from 

Chnft,  then  an  you  have  wrought  is  loft,  Ezek.  xxxiii  i, 
Gideon  s  one  bajtard  deftroyed  all  his  feventy  fens.  This  Jk 
jrenders  all  former  adions  and  profeffions  vain.  If  you  fell 
you  mall  thereby  be  brought  into  a  more  perfect  bondage  to 
the  devil  thaneyer,  Matth^  xii.  23.  Yea,  ordinarily,  apoftatS 
are  judicially  given  up  to  be  perfecutor*,  Hofea  v.  t2  \  Tin? 
I.  20.  andart  feldom  or  never  recovered  again  by  grace,  Heb' 
vi.  4,  6  They  that  lick  up  their  vomit,  feldom  eaft  it  up  any 
more.  It  >s  a  fall  withm  a  little  as  low  as  the  unpardonable 
.fin,  whence  never  any  rife  again.  In  feme  cafes  the  mdg, 
will  not  allow -the Render  his  book.  And  is  it  not  Si 
choice  and  definable  mercy  to.  efcape  and  prevent  fuch  a  fall 
as  this  ?  O  good  fouls,  ply  your  preparation-work  clofe  thea* 
prepare,  or  you  perHh.  *«*».» 

_  3.  Motive  This  wili  be'ft  anfwer  the  grace  of  God,  in  afford 
ing  you  fueh  choice  helps  and  advantages  as  you  have  enjoyed. 
How  long  have  you  enjoyed  the  free  liberty  of  the  gofpel,ftk» 
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ing  in  its  laftre  among  you  ?  This  fun,  which  tofomeottaj 

nations  hath  not  rifen,  and  to  divers  on  whom  it  hath  Aimed* ; 

Jet  it  is  but  as  a  winter's  fun,  remote,  and  its  beams  but  (a* 
le;  but  you  have  lived,  as  it  were,  under  the  line,  it  bath 
been  over  your  heads,  and  feed  its  richeft  influences  upon  you. 
Tea,  God's  minifters,  who  are  not  only  appointed  to  be  with- 
men,  Ezek.  iii.  16.  but  trumpeters  to  diicover  danger,  Nub, 
x.  8.  Thefe  have  faithfully  warned  you  of  a  day -of  trouble,  ail 
given  you  their  bed  affiftance  to  make  you  ready  for  it.  An) 
is  not  their  joy,  yea,  life,  bound  up  in  your  (lability  in  fucki 
day  of  trial  ?  Doth  not -every  one  call  upon  you  in  die  words 
of  the  apoftle,  Phil.  iv.  i .  u  Therefore,  my  brethren,  dearij 
"  beloved,  and  longed  for,  my  joy  and  crown,  fo  ftandfri 
"  in  the  Lord,  my  dearly  beloved."  Will  it  not  cutthcoto 
die  very  heart,  if  after  all  their  fpendirtg  labours  among  yw* 
they  ftill  leave  you  unready  ?  enemies  flail  to  the  <to&  of  Chrft 
impoffiUe  to  be  reconciled  and  perfuaded  to  fuffering-vrorkfa 
Chrift. 

I  remember  I  have  read  of  the  Athenian  Codros,  who  bdij 
informed  by  the  oracle*  that  the  people  whofe  king  fbouH  i 
flain  in  battle  (houki  be  conquerors  :  he  thereupon  difroW 
himfelf,  and  in  a  difguife  went  into  the  enemies  quarters, i* 
he  might  fteal  a  death  to  make  his  people  vi&orious. 

Oh  !  how  glad  would  your  minifters  be,  if  you  might  cos* 
quer  and  overcome  in  the  day  of  temptation,  whatever  becotf 
of  their  lives  and  liberties  2  Yea,  and  if  they  be  offered  up  «f 
vnthe facrifice  and  fervice  ofyourfaith>  tbefcan  rejwx,* 
joy  with  you  all.  Such  is  their  zeal  and  longing  after  your  4* 
curity  and  welfare.  But  if  ftill  you  remain  an  unready  p 
pie,  and  do  become  a  prey  to  temptation,  Oh  how  inexcuwt 
will  yoti  be  t 

4.  Motive.  Remember  how  ready  the  Lord  Jefus  wa» 
fuffer  the  hardeft  and  yileft  things  for  you,  He  had  a  btof 
cup  put  into  his  hands  to  drink  for  you,  into  which  the  snA 
'both  of  God  and  man  was  fqueezed  out.  Never  bad  ** 
iuch  firifermgs  to  undergo  as  Ghrift  *,  wJiether  you  confidcr, 
^t.)  The  dignity  of  his  perfon,  who  was  in  the  form  of  G4 
and  might  have  ftood.upon  his  peerage  and  equality  with  him; 
he  is  the /par kling  diamond  of  heaven^  A&s vii.  56.  die  & 
-£ng  of  the  father's  foul,  Ha*  xlii.  i*  glorious  as  the  oidybef** 
ten  of  the  Father,  John  i.  14.  yea,  glory  itfel^  James  iU 
yea,  the  very  bright nefs  of  glory  f  Heb.  i.  3.  He  is  &*&&* 

*  Dolor  Cbrijli  fult  tnmjtr  omnibus  dot  or  thus  %    Aqnis* 
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tie  feft  ffyrfcth  Hhi  litijt  tttnki  tff 

iS^fiJitamorbisy  fattier  than  the  forts  of  meh  :  Atii  fW  him  tox 

fee  fo  debafed*  below  fo  many  thoufands  of  his  own  creatures, 

*$>ennhe  a  worrp,  and  no  *nan ;  this  was  a  wonderful  humiliations 

It  was  Jeremiah's  lamentation,  that  fueh  as  were  brought  up 

in  fcarlet,  embraced  dunghills j  that  princes  were  hanged  up 

by  the  hands,  and  the  faced  of  elders  Were  not  reverenced  x 

feut  what  was  that  to  the  humiliation  pi  the  Lord  of  glory  ? 

Orj  (2.)  That  he  fuffered  in  the  prime  arid  flower  of  his  years  $ 

^rheA  full  of  life  and  fenfe,  and  rndre  capable  of  ex.quifitc 

fenfe  of  pain  than  others  t  for  he  was  sptimt  corriplex'miatus  ffc 

of  a  lingular  constitution  \  find  all  the  while  he  hanged  on 

the  treey  his  fenfe  of  pain  riot  at  all  blunted  or  decayed,  Mark 

xv.  37, 39.  Or,  (3.)  The  manner  of  his  death.  It  was  the  death 

of  the  crofs>  winch  was  a  rack  to  Chrift  1  for  in  reference  to  the 

diftentidn  of  his  members  upon  the  crofs  id  that  fcoken,  Pla1» 

axii.  1$.  "I  may  tell  all  my  bones/*  Or>  (4.)  Thut  all  this 

**hile  God  hid  his;  face  from  hirri.    When  Stephen  fuffered* 

he  fa  w  the  heavens  opened*   ,The  martyrs  were  many  of  then* 

ravifhed  and  tranfported  with  extafies  df  joy  in  their  fairer- 

tiigs ';  but  Chrift  in  the  dark.     He  fuffered  in  his  foul  as  vrell 

as  in  his  body  \  and  the  fufferings  of  his  foul  were  the  Very* 

foul  of  his  fufferings.     It  was  the  Father ^  wrath  that  lay  fo 

heavy  on  him,  as  to  put  him  into  fuch  ail  agony,  that  an  in- 

ftauce  was  never  given  of  the  like  nature  \  for  he  fweat  %»£#/; 

great  drops,  or  dodders  of  blood*  'which  fell  from  liis  body  to> 

the  ground*  Luke  xxii*  44/  u  It  aniased  him*  arid  made  hira 

w  very  heavy  jJr    fee  Mark  xiv.  33*  yea* <r  forrowful  evert  to 

*«  death,"  Matthi  xxvi.  38.  '«       -    * 

And  yet,  as  bitter  as  the  cup  was*  he  Freely  affd  willingly 
drank  it  tip*  John  xviii;  1 1 .  prepared  hinrfelf  td  be  offered  up 
a  facrifke,  PfiL  xl.  69  7.  **  gave  his  back  to  the  fmiters,'* 
tfa.  K  6".  yea,  longed  exceedingly  for  the  time  till  it  cariie,  Luke 
xii.  $&• 

Now,  if  Chrift  fo  chearfully  prepared  and  addreffed  mmfei! 
to  iuch.  fufferings  as  thefe  for  you*  ihould  you  not  prepare; 
yourfelves  to  encounter  anjr  difficulty  dr  hafqybip  for  him  ?  O 
my  brethren,  doth'  not  this  feem  a  juft  arid  fair  inference  to- 
you*  from  the  fufferings  of  Chrift 'for  you?  t  iPet.  iv.  n 
«  Forafmuch  theii  as  Chrift  hath  filtered  for  us  in  the  flefli, 
««  arm  yourfelves  likewife  with  the  farrie  mind." 
'  Oh,  triifte  no  longer,  feed  not  yourfelves  with  fancies  *ttd 

*  Aqn'mau 
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groundlefe  preemptions  of  immunity  and  peace,  but  fordjj 
difficulties,  and  fie  yourfelves  to  bear  them*  1 


CHAP.      XVl. 

Containing  the  loft  ufe  of  the  point,  by  way  qffupport  and  mfc 
to  poor  trembling  fouls,  who  do  take  pains  to  make  thcmjtft 
ready  for  fufferings  ;  but  yet  finding  fuchftrength  in  totd 
temptations  f  and  their  own  corruptions  t  fear  that  all  tH 
labour  is  in  vain,  and  that  they fiall faint,  and  utterly  aflf* 
fize>  when  their  troubles  and  trials  come  to  an  height. 

IN  the  laft  place,  if  it  be  fuch  a  bleffed  thing  to  be  ready  fe 
bonds*  or  death  for  Chrift,  this  may  minifter  mud  cos* 
fort  to  fuch  fouls,  who  though  they  cannot  fay  as  Paul  herc£J| 
that  they  are  ready;  yet  are  at  work  daily  upon  their  on 
hearts  to  make  them  ready,  and  drive,  in  the  ufe  of  all  mo* 
to  conquer  thoit  corruptions  that  hinder  it,  and  improve  dtfli 
graces  in  which  it  mainly  confifteth.  O  poor  foul,  whatttf 
prefent  unreadinefs  or  indifpofition  thou  findeft,  and  compto' 
eft  of  in  thine  heart,  yet  thy  condition  is  fafe. 

Objetlion.  Ohl  but  I  cannot  be  fatisfied  in  that:  1W 
(hall  be  over-borne  by  temptations,  when  they  come  to  a 
height.  I  have  fuch  experience  of  the  deceits  and  treachenrf 
nefs  of  my  own  heart,  that  it  feems  impoffible  to  me  to  do* 
thefe  bleffed  fouls  did,  when  I  cornc  to  the  like  trials. 

Solution.  It  is  well  thou  fufpe&eft  .thine  own  heart}  ^ 

trembleft  inthyfelf*  this  fear  will  keep  thee  waking,  vba 

others  arefecurely  (leaping.    It  was  a  good  faying  of  a  ft* 

verend  minifter,  now  with  God,  *  He  that  fear* 

Mr.  A.  H.    <  to  flinch,  Khali  never  flinch  for  fear.'    It  is  a* 

feeming  grace  may  be  totally  loft,  Luke  yii .*' 

Heb.  vi.  4, 5.    a  Pet.  ii.  20.    It  is  granted  aMb,  thattbefo 

of  believers  deferve  that  Qod  fliould  forfake  them,  and  that bj 

may  fuffer  grace  in  them  to  be  fadly  abated,  and  they  may» 

before  a  temptation,  as  Peter,  and  all  the  difciples  did:  1* 

that  thou  (halt  never  be  feparated  from  Chrift,  or  fall  W' 

ton,  in  totumy  utterly  away  from  God,  thou  mayeft  be  ah* ; 

,  dantly  fatisfied,  upon  thefe  five  or  fix  grounds*  ' 

:  i..  Ff om  Gocfs  eternal  ele&ing  love,  wherewithal  fp&#  j 

fouls  are  beloved  and  embraced,  be  their  graces  never  To  vw 

6r  their  corruptions  never  fo  ftrong.    This  is  immutable,  H* 

vi.  18.  and  tatte it  i%  bid,  Mark  xiik  23.  M  They  ftaS dec** 
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*  (t£  it  werepoffible)  the  very  deft."  Now,  this  immutable 
purpofe  of  God,  is  not  founded  upon  any  mutable  ground  or 
reafon  in  thee,  Rom.  ix.  11.  Yea,  when  he,  Rom.  viii.  29. 
ele&ed  thee,  he  few  what  thou  wouldft  be,  and  yet  that 
hindered  him  not. 

2.  From  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  the  bofom  of  which  thou, 
art  wrapped  up;  this  is  all  thy  falvation,  and  all  thy  hope l,  it 
will  afford  thee  abundant  fatisfa&ion,  if  thou  do  but  weigh 
particularly  thefe  three  things  about  it.  1.  That  the  Author 
of  this  covenant  is  not*  fickle  creature,  but  a  faithful  God, 
with  whom  there  is  not  yea  and  nay ;  with  whom  there  is  no 
variablenefsy  nor fbadow  of  turnings  whofe  gifts  and  callings 
•re  without  repentance :  fo  that  bnce  within  this  bleffed  cove- 
nant, and  in  it  for  ever.  2,  That  God  hath  eftablifhed  the  cove* 
-&ant  with  you  in  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  therefore  the  facr amenta! 
cup,  is  called  "  the  cup  of  the  New  Teftament  in  his  blood," 
Luke  xxii.  20.  The  everlafting  merit  and  efficacy  whereof, 
gives  the  foul  of  a  believer  the  higheft  fatisfa£tfon  imaginable. 
Lajlly,  Add  to  this,  that  in  this  covenant  God  hath  undertaken 
for  us,  as  well  as  for  himfelfc  fo  that  what  is  a  am  fawn  in  one 
fcripture,  is  the  matter  cd  z  prtmife  in  another,  Jer.  xxxii.  40. 

3.  From  that  drift  and  intimate  union  that  is  betwixt  Chrift 
and  thee.  And  hence  it  is  impoffible  thou  fhouldeft  be  loft. 
For,  1.  Thy  union  with  his  perfon,  brings  intereft  in  his  pro* 
perties  along  with  it.  Whatever  he  is,  or  hath,  it  is  for  thee  : 
his  eye  of  knowledge,  arm  of  "power,  bowels  of  pity,  it  is  all 
for  thee, 

2.  This  union  with  his  perfon,  fecures  thy  feeble  graces 
from  perifhing,  John  iv,  14,  Thy  graces  have  an  everlafting 
fpring.  Whilft  there  is  fap  in  thfc  root,  it  will  afcend  into 
the  branches.  '  * 

3.  It  implies  thy  perfeverance,  becaufe  by  this  union  thou 
becomeft  an  integral  j)art  of  Chrift's  body,  which  would  be 
mutilate  and  defective,  fhouldft  thou  be  cut  off  arid  loft* 

4.  From  the  prevalent  interceflion  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the 
heavens,  for  all  his  faints,  in  all  their  trials  here  on  earth* 
From  hence  the  apoftle  infers  the  certainty  of  our  perfeverance, 
Rom.  viii.  34.  and  a  pregnant  inftance  of  it  you  have  in  Peter's 
cafe,  Luke  xxii.  32.  So  Heb.  vii.  25.  fpeaks  fully  to  the  cafe. 
To  ftrengthen  this,  confider,  1.    Who  it  is  that  intercedes : 

*  It  is  Chrift,  whofe  perfon  is  moftdear  and  ingratiated  with  the 
.Father,  John  xi.  42.  2.  What  he  intercedes  for :  Surely  for 
nothing  but  what  is  ipoit  fuitable  to  bis  Father's  will.    The 

C  c  c  3 
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will  of  Chrift,  and  his  Father's  do  pox  claQi,  John  rri,  %6X 
yea,  what  he  prays  for,  he  prays  not  fpr  gratis^  or  afts  vpon ; 
fliihonourable  terms  to  the  juftic^  of  Jus.  Father  $  but  wj 
all  mercies  purchafed  and  paid  for*  and  therefore  iw 
the  failing  of  your  graces. 

5:  From  tt»e  Spirit  of  Chrift  which  dweHeth  and  abided 
ffye,  and  hath  begun  his  faving  work  upon  thee-.  I  iay,j2w$ 
for  elfe  it  would  afford  po  argument.  His  common  works  oik 
hypocrites  come  to  nothing,  but  in  thee  they  cannot  fail,  M 
1.  His  honour  is  pledged  and  engaged  to  perfeft  ifc.  T& 
reproach  of  the  fooliih  builder  (hall  never  lie  upon  him,tbtk 
t>egan  to  build,  but  cpuld  not  finifln  Brides,  this  would  nab 
void  all  that  the  Father  and  the  Son  have  don*  for  thee  5  bod' 
their  works  are  complete  and  perfeft  in  their  kinds,  aadd* 
Spirit  is  the  laft  efficient  in  order  of  working.  2.  Befcks,tk 
grace  he  hath  already  wrought  in  thee*  may  give  thee  jet  funk 
and  fuller  aflurance  of  its  prefervation,  inafmuph  as  it-baA 
fhe  nature  of  a/**/,  pledge,  and  earneft  of  the  whole,  Jtan*  «i 
23.  2  Cor.  i.  2^.     So  that  it  cannot  fail* 

6.  Frpm  thofe  multitudes  of  offertory,  prmiffhry,  and  fl* 
farative  fcriptures,  the  rich  veins  whereof  run  through  tk 
book  of  God,  as  fp  many  ftrearm  to  refreih  thy  foul.  Of  </ 
fertory  fcriptures,  fee  John  vh  39.  John  io,  28.  1  Johni 
19.  Of  prqmiffodL  fcriptures,  fee  lh.  liv,  iq.  Jer. .  «»*• 
40.  1  Cojr.  i.  8,  6<r.  Of  comparative  fcriptures,  fecE^* 
3.  Pfal.  exxv.  1.  John  iv.  .14.  &c.  The  principal  fcope  of* 
which  is  to  (hew  the  in.defe£tible  nature  of  true  grape  in  & 
faints. 

And  now>  how  fhpuld  this  refreih  thy  dropping  foul,  o»b 
thee  giro1  up  the  10199  pf  thy  mind,  fince  thou  jdofk  "  notntt 
?«  as  one  uncertain,  neither  fcghteftas  one  that  beats  the  air," 
1  Cor.  hi.  2&  hut  art  fo  fecured  from  tptal  apoftaey,  astboa 
feeft  thou  art  by.  all  thefe  things*     O  Bkfe  ye  the  Lord. 

Objy  3.  But  the  t,ord  feems  to  be  departed  frpm  mj  ^ 
God  is  afar  off  from  me,  and  troubles,  are  near*.  I  feem  to  be 
in  fuck,  a  cafe  as  Saul  was  when  th*  Phili^ines  x$ade  w»!® 
Jiim,  and  God  waft  departed  from  him  \  and  therefore  I M 

/ail.  ; 

.  Sot.  Not  fp;  for  there  are  two  forts  of  Divine  dsfertiW 
the  one  is,  ahjofute,  when  the  liprd  utterly  forfakes  l?is  crea- 
tures, fo  that  they  Ifeail  n$ver  behold  his  face  more ;  Tke» 
ther  is.  limited  and  refpeftive,  and  fo  he  forfook  his  own  Soo, 
and  often  dpe^s  his  pyn  el$H :  and  oftfcislundfforaeare00, 
\jr  c4utional>  to  prevenj  fin  1  fome  are  merely  probatiwk  * 
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tty  graced  and  other?  caftiga}ory%  tochaftife  our  negligent^ 
and  carelefihefs.  Now,  though  I  Have  not  a  word  of  comfort; 
1»  fpeat  *$  &e  <afe  of  total  and  abfoljute^lefertions ;  yet  of  the 
letter.  (whi<?h  dowhtleft  jsthy  cafe)  much  ?nay  be  faid  by  way 
of  fupport,  be  it  of  which  of  the  three  forts  it  will,  01  in  whaj. 
degree  it  will,  «  Fo/,  1.  TMs  hath  been  the  cafe  of  many  pre* 
iqlous  fouJ%  P(aJ.  jxxii.  1,  %.  Pfal.lxxvli.  2.  Pfal.  ixxxviii.  9.  Job 
jtiii.  24,  25,26,  This  was  poor  Mr.  Glover's  cafe,  as  yoij 
-  ^f  Ul  find  in  hisftqry,  and  it.  continued  till  he  came  within  fight 
pf  the  (lake ;  therefore  no  new  or  ftrange  thing  hath  happened 
to  you. 

2.  The  Lord  by  this  ^rill  advantage  thee  for  J>erfeverance, 
jpg$  orly  a*  they  are  cautional  againft.fin,  but  as  they  make 
thee  hold  Chrift  the  fcifter,  and  prize.  hi?  pre* 
fence  at  afr.higber  rate,  when  he  (hall  pleafe    Cant*  iii.  4- 
graciouUy  to  manifeft  fyimfdf  to  thee:  again,     ... 

If  This  (hall  net  abide  for  ever ;  it  is  but  a  little  cloud,  an<i 
.will  blow  over..  It  is  but  for  a  moment,  and  that  moment's 
darknefs  ufhers  in  everlafting  light,  Ifa,  liv.  7, 
'  Tea,  laftly,  the  light  of  God's  countenance  fhall  not  only 
he  reftored  certainty  9  but  it  fhall  be  xe&Qxs&feqfambly  s  when 
.the  darknefs  is  greateji,  thy  troiibles  at  lie  higbefi,  and  thy 
Jiopee  krw%/t.  He  is  a  God  of  judgment,  and  knows  how  to 
time  his  own  mercies,  Pfal.  exxxyiii.  3, 

Qbf.  3.  But  I  am  a  weak  woman,  or  a  young  perfon,  how 
(ball  I  be  able  to  confefs  Chrift  befor.e  rulerj>  and  look  grea£ 
ones  in  the  face  ? 

SoL  Chrift  delights  to  make  his  power  known  in  fuch,  2  Cor. 
jrii.  9.  for  he  affects  not  focial  glory. 

2,  u  Ihou  Jhalt  be  holden  up,  for  God  is  able  to  make  thee 
*«  ftand,"  Rom.  xiv,  4.  Thou  that  art  fenfible  of  thineown  in- 
firmity, mayeft  run  to  that  promife. 

3.  Such  poor  weak  creatures  fhall  endure  when  ftronger  (if 
rfelf-confident)  fall,  Ifa.  xl.  30,  31.  "  Even  the  youths  fhall 
"  faint,  and  be  weary,  and.  the  young  men  utterly  fall.  But 
".they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  fhall  renew  their  ftrength  : 
«*  they  fhall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  run  and  not  be 
«€  weary,   walk  and  not  faint." 

Youths,  and  young  men,  are  bold,  daring,  and  confident 
perfons,  that  truft  to  their  own  ftrength  ;  to  whpm  fuch  as 
wait  upon  the  Lord  ftand  here  oppofed ;  they  fhall  faint,  but 
{hefe  fhall  renew  their  ftrength. 

i^rt  thou  ope  that  waited  and  depended  upon  an  all-fuflki- 
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ent  God,  inthefenfeof  thine  own  weakneft?  This  pronftfe 
then  is  for  dice. 

*  4*  You  may  furnilh yourfclves  atpleafure,  with  exampksof 
die  mighty  power  of  God  refting  upon  inch  as  you  arc,  omul 
our  own  martyrology. 

Thomas  Drowry,  the  poor  blind  boy,  Fox,  vol.  3.  p.  703. 
What  a  prefence  of  fpirit  was  with  him,  when  examined  by  the 
Chancellor ! 

Eukriia,  a  virgin  of  about  12  years  of  age,  fee  how  (he  was 
a£faed  above  thole  years,  yea,  above  the  power  erf  nature.  Faq 
vol.  1.  p.  120.  Tender  women,  yea,  children,  a£t  above  than* 
(elves,  when  aftifted  by  a  ftrong  God. 

And  thus  you  have  feme  help  offered  von  by  a  weak  hand, 
in  your  prefent  and  mod  important  work. 

The  Lord  carry  home  all  with  power  upon  your  hearts,  that 
if  God  call  you  to  fuffer  for  him,  you  may  fay  as  Paul  did,  tf  I 
"  am  now  ready  to  be  offered  up,  and  the  time  of  my  departure 
*'  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finHhcdoy 
"  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith  :  henceforth  there  is  laid  cpfcr 
M  mca  crown  of  righteoufnefi,  which  God  the  righteous  Judge 
"  thai]  give  me  at  that  day ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  to  then 
u  alfo  which  love  his  appearing,"  2  Tim.  iv.  6, 7, 8.  And  as 
you  expe£t  fo  to  finifli  your  courfe  with  joy ;  be  diligent  in  the 
ufe  of  all  means,  to  prepare  and  make  yourfclves  ready  to  follow 
the  call  of  God,  whether  it  be  to  bonds,  or.  to  death,  for  4* 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 
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To  which  is  added,  a  Sermon  preached  for  the  Funeral  of 
thatexcellent  and  religious  Gentleman  John  Upton 
of  Lupton,  Efq; 


Tfo  the  Virtuous  and  Much  Honoured  Madam,  Ursula 
Upton  of  Lupton  in  Devon. 

Madam, 
TFI  find  it  an  hard  talk  to  write  on  fuch  a  doleful  fubjeft, 
J  it  cannot  be  imagined  but  your  part  mult  be  abundantly 
harder,  who  feel  oyer  and  over  what  is  here  written*.  Could  I 
teU  how  to  adminifter  counfels,  and  comforts  to  you,  without 
exafperating  your  forrows,  I  would  certainly  take  that  way  ; 
but  feeing  the  one  (in  this  cafe)  cannot  be  done  without  the 
other,  it  is  ou^duty  to  fubmit  to  the  method  Providence  hath 
prefcribed  to  us. 

The  defign  of  the  enfuing  difeourfe,  is  to  evince  the  truth  of 
what  feems  a  very  great  paradox  to  moil  men,  namely,  that  the 
afflictions  of  the  faints  can  do  them  no,  hurt,  and  that  the  wif- 
dom  of  men  and  angels  cannot  lay  one  circumftance  of  their 
condition  (how  uneafy  foever  it  feems  to  be)  better,  or  more 
to  their  advantage  than  God  hath  laid  it.  I  attempt  not  by  a 
-flouriih    of  rhetoric    to  perfuade    you   againft  the   demon-  * 

ftrations  you  can  fetch  from  fenfe  and  feeling  to  the  con* 
trary,  but  to  overthrow  the  falfe  reafonings  of  flefli  and  fenfe, 
by  the  allowed  rules  of  Scripture,  and  fure  principles  of  re-  j 

ligion.  j 

And  meAinks  you,  and  every  Qhriftian,  ftouldglafllycntc^f        P 
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tain  that  comfortable  conclufion,  when  you  fliall  find  the  f< 

ctation  oi  it  as  ftrong^  as  the  influences  thereof  mfwect  ai 

comfortable. 

Certainly,  Madam,  the  intent  of  the  Redeemer's  urtdertftJ 
ing  was  not  to  purchafe  for  his  people  riches,  eafe,  and  pi 
fures  on  earth ;  but  to  mortify  their  lufts,  -heal  their  natti 
and  fpiritualize  their  affe&kms  \  and  thereby  to  fit  them 
the  eternal  fruition  of  God.  Upon  this  fuppofition  the  tntt 
of  this  conclufion  (how  ftrange  focver  it  feems)  is  firmly 
Wit. 

It  was  not  without  Divine  dire&ion,  that  the  fubje£t  of  the 
enfui'ig  difcourfe  was  as  pertinently,  as  feafonably,  recom- 
mended to  me  by  your  dear  hufband,  in  the  day  of  your  for* 
rows  for  your  only  fon.  He  took,  I  hope,  his  portion  of 
comfort  out  of  it  before  he  died,  and  it  is  how  left  as  a  fpring 
of  comfort*  to  you,  who  then  mourned  with  him,  and  now  for 
him. 

Heavy  prefigures  call  for  ftrong  fuppott,  and  fainting  feafom 
for  rich  cordials.  Your  burden  is  indeed  heavy:  yet  I  ami 
fay  it  is  much  our  own  fault  our  burdens  are  fo  heavy  as  we 
feel  .them  to  be  5  for  according  to  the  meafure  of  our  delight 
in,  and  expectation  from  the  dreature,  is  our  forrow  and  dif* 
appointment  when  we  part  from  it.  The  higheft  tides  dire  al* 
ways  followed  with  the  loweft  ebbs.  We  find  temperance  and 
patience  knit  together  in  the  fame  precept^  and  intemperance 
and  impatience  as  infeparably  connected  in  our  own  expert* 
ence.  It  may  be  we  did  not  fufpe&  ourfelves  of  any  (infill 
excefs  in  the  time  of  their  enjoyment ;  but  it  now  appears  die 
creature  was  gotten  deeper  into  bur  hearts  than  we  imagined 
by  the  pain  we  feel  at  parting  t  Bid  we  hot  lean  too  hard 
upon  it,  there  would  hot  be  fiicfr  fhakings  as  welfeel  when  it  is 
flipt  from  u$.  -..."../' 

But,  Madam,  it  is  high  time  to  recal  your  thoughts,  and 
Abound  your  forrows,  which  the  following  confide'rations  would 
greatly  affift  you  in. 

1.  What  is  the  very  ground  and  reafoh  of  "our  exceffive 
forrows  for  the  lofs  ot  earthly  comforts  ?  Is  it  not  this,  That' 
ifhey  arc  perijbing  and  tranfitOKy  ?  That  Is,  that  you  find  them 
to  be  as  God  made  theni.  And  can  we  expeft  that*  God  fhould 
alter  the  laws  of  nature  to  pleafe  and  humour  us  ?  It  is  as  na- 
tural to  our  relations  to  die,  as  it  is  tor  flowers  to  wither,  or  the 
mcon  to  wane. 

2.  That  there  is  no  fuch  neceflary  connexion  betwixt  tbefc 
things  and  our  comfort,  that  "whenever  GodVemovej  the  one, 


te^fttift  ft&&  tefhove  the  other  with  it.  CHrfft  aM  c6tftfoft 
are  indeed  fo  united*  but  nothing  befide  him  Js  or  caft  be  fo. 
1  hope  you  will  fliortly  experience  the  truth  of thfc  eotteiufi- 
oa,  by  the  eomfcrt  God  wffi  give  you  h*  the  abfeiice  of  thofe. 
comfortB  you  have  loft*  Can  you  not  now  have  a*  free  acc&s : 
to  God  as  before  ?  Yea,  do  not  tftefe  very  affii&ioris  fend  you 
oftener  into  his  prefepce  I  AM  if  God  medt  you  in  thofe  duties* 
(as  in  days  of  diftrefc  he  ufes  to  meet  his  people),  then  it  will 
be  evident  td  you  that  yotir  joy  and  Comfort  lives,  though  your 
huftutfd  and  cfciktatti  be  laid  in  their  graves* 

3.  That  the  removing  of  your  earthly  comforts  hinder^ 
net  but  that  yo*  may  ftillputfue  the  great  end  and  brrfhrefe 
of  your  life,  and  Carry  on  all  vout-  defigns  for  heaven  as  fut- 
ce^fully  as  ever,  fedeed,  madam,  had  we  Been  fcn$  into 
this  world  fo  faife  eftates,  contract  relations*  and  then  fit 
down  ifl  the  ttddft  of  them  as  our  portion,  then  our  defign 
had  been  utterly  dafhed  and  difappointed ;  blit  yoii  know 
this  is  sot  your  main  end,  or  great  bufinefe  upon  earth*  bat* 
to  Kortouf  God  by  an  holy  fruitful  life  here,  and  make  ready 
f&r  the  full  enjoyment  of  him  hereafter.  And  wiiat  hinder* 
but  you  may  as  profperoufly  manage  and  carry  on  this  your 
dfefign  as  ever  ?  You  do  not  think  the  traveller  is  difafoled  for 
his  joUriiey,  becaufe  he  hath  fewer  clogs  and!  hindrances  than* 
before.  I  think  few  Chriffians  find  much  furtherance  heaven- 
ward by  their  multiplicity  of  engagements  or  enjoyments 
in  this  world.  Your  cares  and  fears  about  tftefe  things,  will 
niow  lie  in  a  narrower  compafc  than  they  did  before*  and  there- 
by you  may  have  your  thoughts  more  about  you,  to  attend  the 
gf  eat  concerns  of  God's  glory,  and  your  own  ialvation* 

4.  But  above  all,  you  will  certainly  find  your  relief  aod 
cbnfolation  to  lie  in  the  everlaffing  Covenant  of  God* ,  Thanftj 
it  was,  that  David  fetched  flit  fupport  under  a  much  heavier 
burden  and  fmarter  rod  than  yours »  For  your  relations*  were 
fuch  as  gave,  you  comfort  in  their  lives,  and  left  you  many, 
grounds  of  hope  in  their  deaths :  but  his  were  taken  away  kv 
tfieir  fins.  But  though  the  grounds  of  his  forrow  (bleflid  b& 
($ody  are  not  yours,  yet  I  Jiope  die  grounds  of  his-  comfort  in 
the  text  are  fully  yours. 

I  confefs,  t  have  prepared  thefe  things  in  too  much  haft* 
and  diftra&ion  of  thoughts,  which  in  this  jun&ure  was  una-, 
voidable ;  nor  Have  I  beftowed  much  of  art  or  language*  upon 
them  :  And  if  5*  had,  they  would  have  been  never  thtfmorte 
efFe&ual  to  your  relief  for  that.    But  fuch  as  they  are*  I 

roi.VU.  Odd 


394  rhe  Bdfa  cf  tht  Covenant  '      : 

humbly  prcfcnt  them  to  you,  with  my  hearty  prayers,  that 
God  would  make  them  a  fovereign  balm,  by  the  bleffing  U 
his  Spirit  on  them,  to  your  wounded  fpirit,and  to  all  other  god- 
ly families  groaning  under  the  like  (broke*  of  God  with  you, 
and  remain, 

M  A  D  A  M, 

Tour  mqft  faithful, 

Sympathizing  friend  and Jervantf 

John  Fl a  ▼  el. 


sSAM.txiii.  c.  Although  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God;  yd 

x  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlqfting  c6venant9  ordered  k 

all  thing*  andfure :  for  this  is  all  my  falvation*  and  all  n) 

*  defer e j  although  he  make  it  not  to  grow* 

THESE  .are  part  of  David's  laft  words.  The  laft  wot is 
of  dying  faints,  but  efpecially  of  dying  prophets^  are 
ponderous,  memorable,  and  extraordinarily  remarkable;  and 
fuch  are  thefe  acknowledged  to  be,  by  all  expofitors  :  It  is  * 
golden  fentence,  a  divine  oracle,  fit  to  be  the  laft  words  o{c- 
very  dying  faint,  as  well  as  of  David. 

•  They  are  called  his  lafl  words,  not  (imply,  and  abfolutely,  as 
though  he  breathed  them  forth  with  his  laft  breath  ;  (for  4e 
fpake  many  things  afterwards)  but  either  they  are  the  laft  he 
fpake  as  a  prophet,  by  Divine  infpiration,  or  becaufe  he  W 
them  often  in  his  mouth,  to  his  laft  and  dying  day.  Thtrf 
were  his  epiceditttn,  his  fweet  fwan-like  fqng,  in  which  his 
foul  found  Angular  refreftimerit,  and  ftrong  fupport,  amidft 
the  manifold  affli&ions  of  his  life,  and  againft  the  fears  of  to 
approaching  death. 

•  The  whole  chapter  is  defigned  for  a  coronis  or  honourable 
clofe  of  the  life  of  David,  and  gives  us  an  account  both  of  the 
Dforthy  expreflibris  that  dropped  from  him,  and  of  the  renown- 
ed worthies  that  were  employed  by  him  i  But  all  the  heroic 
afchievements  recorded  to  the  honour  of  their  memories^  In 
the  following  part  of  the  chapter,  are  trivial  and  inglorious 
things,  compared  with  this  one  divine  fentence  recorded  inmj 
text;  in  which  we  have  two  things  to  confider,  viz. 
i.  The  preface,  which  is  exceeding  folemn. 
2.  The  fpeech  itfelf,  which  is  exceeding  weighty.    , 
*.  In  the  preface,  we  have  both  the  inftrurhental  andfri* 
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cipal  efficient  caufe  of  this  divine  fentence  diftinftly  fet  down, 
ver.  1,  and  the  efficient,  or  author  of  it,  ver.  2. 

•  The  inftroment  or  organ  of  its  conveyance  to  us^  was  Da* 
▼id;  defcribed  by  his  defcent  or  lineage,  the  Son  of  Jejfe  ; 
by  his  eminent  ftation,  the  man  that  was  raifed  tip  on  high,  even 
to  the  top  and  culminating  point  of  civil  and  fpiritual  dignity 
and  honour,  both  as  a  kin?,  and  as  a  prophet;  by  hit  divine 
unction,  the  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob;  and  laftly,  by 
the  flowing  fweetncfs  of  his  fpirit  and  ftile,  in  the  divine 
pfalms  that  were  penned  by  him,  whence  he  here  gets  the  ti* 
tie  of  the  fweet  pfalmift  of  Ifraeiy  the  pteafant  one,  in  the, 
pfalms  of  Ifraelj  as  fome  read  it. 

The  principal  efficient  caitfe  of  this  excellent  paflage,  is-  here 
likewife  noted,  and  all  to  commend  it  the  more  to  oar  fpeciai 
obfervation  and  acceptance :  f«  The  Spirit  of  God  fpake  by.  me, 

*  and  his  word  was  in  my  tongue."  This  ftamps  my  text 
exprefsly  with  divine  authority.  The  Spirit  of  God  fpake  by 
David,  he  was  not.the  Author,  but  only  die  Scribe  of  it;  Thus, 
the  cnfuing  difcourfe  is  prefaced.     Let  us  next  fee, 

2.  The  matter  or  fpeech  itfelf,  wherein  we  fhall  find  the 
maxims,  and  general  rulet  of  government  prefcribed,  and  the 
felicity  of  fuch  a  government  elegantly  defcribed :  "  He  that 
"  rukth  over  men  muft  be  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God." 
Princes  being  in  God's  place,  muft  exalt  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God,  in  the  government  of  men;  and  when  they  do  fo,.  they 
fhall  be  as  the  light  of  the  morning  when  the  fun  rifeth,  even  a 
morning  without  clouds,  be.  What  halcyon  days  fhall  that  hap* 
py  people  fee,  whofe  lot  is  caft  into  fuch  times  and  places !  All 
this  is  typically  fpojeen  of  David,  and  thole  pious  princes  who 
fucceeded  him  5  but  myftically  and  eminently  points  at  Chrift, 
who  was  to  rife  out  of  David's  feed,  Rom,  i.  3.  and  to  fit  upon 
his  throne,  A&s  ii.  30.  So  that  in  this  he  was  raifed  on  high, 
to  an  eminency  of  glory  and  dignity  indeed :  he  was  fd  in  his 
ordinary  natural  feed  \  a  royal  race,  deriving  /itfelf  from  him, 
and  fitting  upon  his  throne'  in  a  lineal  fucceffion,  till  the  Baby- 
lonifli  captivity,  which  was  about  four  hundred  and  thirty  yearsf 
And  after  that,  the  Jews  had  governors  of  his  Hue,  .at  feaft 
rightful  heirs  to  that  crown,  till  the  promifed  Mefiiah  came. 
But  that  which  was  the  top  of  David's  honour,  the  moil  fpark~ 
ling  jewel  in  his  crown,  was  this,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  was  to 
defcend  from  him,  according  to  the.fiefh,  in  whom  all  the  glo- 
rious chara&ers  before  given,  mould  not  only  be  exa&Jy  an? 
Iwered,  but  abundantly  exceeded.  And  thus  you  find  the  na* 
D  d.d  %  •   .        .  ;  .... 
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tarallinfoffeMeffiaht*  town  down  Vjr Ifatta*  fa* 
David  to  the  virgin  Mary,  Mat*,  i.  And  We  legal  lime  w 
Lake, from  Datid  lo  Jofeph,  hia.fapfftfed ftfcher,  J<uke  \l 2$ 
Now,  though  the  illoftriow  Wrto  and  charaj&crs  *f  fucks 
fight(*m*f<erette,  and  happy  government,  did  not  ftdfty  agm 
«a today, nor  w^U  do  fa  in  the  reigna  of  hi*  ordinary  «* 
sural  fueceflbra,  his  day  wa»  net  without  man?  ckwdahadtd 
So  and  trouble;  y «t  fuch  a  hletTed  day  he  fcreW  aadtqofai 
t%  when  Chrift,  the  catraertHnary  feed  «*  D*vi<i»  flwtfdi 
a ifc*  and  fct  «p  Us  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  with  th*  <* 
pc&aticm  hereof  be  greatly  cheer*  and  encourages  fci*rf& 
«  Although  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God,  yet  Hath  bo  ma* 
*  with  me  an  everfaftlag  covenant,"  6kn  In  which  words  4w 
things  are  eminently  remarkable. 

i.  Hoc  ia  a  fad  eeneeSon  of  domeftic  evils. 
a.  A  lingular  relief,  from  God's  covenant  wish  Wen 
3.  The  glorious  properties  of  thia  covenant  difpUpd. 
4»  The  high  e&em  and;  dear  regard  his  henfe  had  unmlt 
i.  Here  is  Dsreid'aiad  and  mournful amceffion  of  theaft 
of  hia  Imufe,  both  mrsl  and  jteno/*  *  Ahbo*  my  houfe  be  not 
«  *  fa  with  God,"  u  *.  nckhor  fo  holy,  nor  fo  happy,  as  rjua& 
fcription  of  a  righteous  and  flourishing  governing  i<npocti\ 
ala&i  it  anfwers  not  to  it :  For  though  he  waa  eminent  for  go'' 
linefe  himfelf,  and  had  fotasmly  dedicated  hi*  houfe  to  CM 
ffal.  xxx.  as  foon  as  it  was  built,  yea,  though  he  pi«nOyi& 
fohred  to  walk  ia  the  midft  of  it  with  a  pecfed  heart,  and* 
(^  fofl*ra«  immoral  perfcu  within  his  watts;  yet  great  esifc* 
Wages  were  found  even  in  David's  hoofe  and  perfon*  wUd 
Cod  chailifed  him  for,  by  a  thick  fuftceffion  of  -(harp  and  f» 
nfii&kms,  PCrfra  el.  a,  3,  4,  5*  6,  7,  Tarnar  was  defiWty 
her  brother  Amnon,.  2  Sam.  xiii.  1 3.  Amnon  was  baibatwt 
ly  murdered  thereupon,  by  the  advice  of  AblaJoni*  x$» 
xiii.  aft*  AbiUona  unnaturally  rebels  againfthis  father  DeM 
and  drives  him  out  of  the  royal  city,  and  perilbesm  thatietel' 
lion,  a  Sam*,  xv.  1.  then  Adtaijah,  another  dariis)g-fo 
fgraips  at  the  otiawn  fettled  by  Bavid  upon  Solomon,  and  pedk 
«s  for  that  hia  ufturpation,  1  Kings  It.  2$,  O  what  a  heap ^ 
mifchiefs  andcalamites  did  this  good  man  lire  to  foe  wkbinte 
*wn.  walk,  befides  the  many  foreign  troubles;  that' came  fro* 
other  hands !  How  many  ffourifhing  branches  did  God  lopof 
from  him,  and  that  in  their  fins  too?  So  that  his  day  was  a^ 
of  clouds,  even  from  the  mocning  unto  the  evening  of  it;  Ett 
*wjtxii.  1.  «  Loijd,  remember  David,  and  all  hia  afflifttfM)^ 

WqU  might  he  6y*  <«  h&  hoitfe  was  not  (b  jirith  &&* 


Jfoit^lwt  <h#i,  doth  he  faim  and  defpond  tinder  tbefe  mini* 
iold  calamities?  Doth  he  refufe  to  be  comforted,  becaufe  hip 
cbildren  are  gone*  and  all  thijigs  involved  in  trouble  ?  No,  btt* 

a*  lie  relieves  himfelf  by  the  www**  God  had  made  with 
bim  :  "  Yet  hath  he  made  with  me  a  covenant."  He  looks  t? 
Cfarift,  «  There  ia  more  in  the  covenant  than  this  my  houfe,he- 
«  fore  GoaV'  *a«  the  Chsldee  turne  it.  This  little  word  yet9 
"wraps  up  a  great  and  fovereign  cordial  in  it.  Though  Arnnonj 
Jkh£*km*vhd  Adonijah  be  gone,  and  gone  with  many  fmart- 
*ng  aggrrorioi*  too  j  "  yet  bfith  be  made  with  me  a  covej- 
c<  nam/'  yet  I  have  this  flieet-anchor  left  to  fecurc  n>e*  Gpd's 
covenant  with  me,  in  relation  ty  Chrift,  this  under-props  and 
fliores  up  my  heart. 

This  covenant  was,  without  eontroverfy,  a  gofpel-covenant. 
It  was  David's  gofpel :  For  all  his  felvatian  and  all  his  d* fire 
Vfcre  in  it;  which  could  never  be,  except  Chrift  had  been  in 
it,  who  is  the  falvation  of  all  the  en4§  oi  the  earth,  and  the  do- 
£fe  of  ail  nations. 

It  is  true,  it  was  a  more  obfeure  and  imperfed  edition  of 
the  cxvtttant  of  faith*  yet  clearer  thai*  thofe  that  were  made 
before  it;  it  came  not  up  to  the  fulnefe  and  clearnefs  of  the  dif- 
covetics  made  by  Jeremy  and  Ezekiel0:  But  yet  in  this  cove- 
nant with  David,  God  revealed  more  of  Chrift,  than  had  been 
ever  revealed  before;  far  the  light  of  Chrift,  like  that  of  the 
morning,  incTeafed  (till  more  and  more,  till  it  came  tp  a  per* 
iedt  day.  It  is  worthy  our  obfervatipn,  how  God  made  a  gradual 
difcovety  of  Chrifl:  from  Adam,  down  along  to  the  New-Te- 
ftament  rimes.  It  was  revealed  to  Adam,  that  he  fhould  be  the 
jkeiifth*  woman  but  not  of  what  nation,  till  Abraham's  time.; 
nor  of  what  trite,  till  Jacob ;  .nor  of  whatybf  and/^i/jy  till 
David  ;  nor  that  hafliould  be  born  of  a  virgin,  till  Haiah  ;  nor 
ia  what  tm»n>  till  Mkah.  The  firft  revelation  of  this  covenant 
•with  David,  was  by  Nathan  the  prophet ;  a  Sam.  viu  ia,  13, 
14.  aftenrards  enlarged  and  confirmed,  Pfalm  lxxxix.  By  k 
be  knew  much  of  Chrift,  and  wrote  much  of  him..  He  fpake 
of  his  perjm,  Pfalm  xlv.  6, 1 1 .  Pfalm  via.  4,  c,  6.  of  his  o&r 
ccSiboth prophetical,  Pfalm  xL 1*,  9^  10.  priejtly>  Pfalm  ex.  4. 
and  kingly ,  Pfalm  ii.  6.  of  his  incarnation,  PfaL  viii.  5.  of  his 
death  on  die  croft,  Pfalm  ixii.  id,  17.  of  his  burial,  Pfalm 
*vi.  8^9,  uo.  refurre&ion,  Pfejnaii.  7.  and  triumphant  afcen- 
fion,  Pfalm  lxviii.  18.  there  was  the  fum  of  the  gofpej  difcover- 

• 
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ed,  though  in  dark  and  typical  terms  and  forms  of  expreffion 
%ut  if  out  of  thi$  covenant,  as  obfcure  as  its  revelation  was, 
vid  fetched  fuch  ftrong  fupport  and  confolatioh,  amidft  fucb 
heap  of  troubles,  then  the  argument  is  good  a  fortiori :  Whg] 
fupport  and  comfort  may  we  not  draw  thence,  who  live 
J  the  mod  full  and  perfeft  difplay  of  it,  in  all  its  riches  and  glo- 
ry ;  enough  hath  been  faid  to  prove  it  a  gofpel-covenant ;  but 
if  any  doubt  fhould  remain  of  that,  it  will  be  fully  remord, 
bj  confidering, 

3.  The  eximious  properties  and  chara&ers  of  the  eovenaui, 
as  we  find  them  placed  in  the  text  $  and  they  are  three,  viz., 

(1.)  Everlafting. 

{2.)  Ordered  in  all  things,  and 

(3.)  Sure.  • 

(1.)  It  is  an  everlafting  covenant,  or  a  perpetual  covenant 
«x  covenant  <f  eternity,  *  not  in  the  moft  ftri&,  proper,  and 
abfolute  fenfe :  For  that  is  the  incommunicable  property  of 
God  himfelf,  who  neither  hath  beginning,  nor  end ;  but  the 
meaning  is,  that  the  benefits  and  mercies  of  the  covenant  an 
•durable  and  endlefs  to  the  people  of  God :  For  Qirift  being  the 
principal  matter  and  fubftance  of  the  covenant,  there  mufti* 
in  it  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  as  it  is  called,  Dan.  ix.  24* 
everlafting  kindnefs,  Ifa.  liv.  8.  everlafting  forgivenefs,  Jer, 
xxxi.  34.  and  in  confequence  to  all  thefe,  everlafting  confola* 
lion,  Ifa.  li.  11.  in  all  which  the  riches  and  bounty  of  free 
grace  {hine  forth  in  their  greateft  glory  and  fplendor. 

(2.)  It  is  a  covenant  ordered  in  all  things,  or  orderly  prepar* 
ed,  difpofed,  arid  fet,  as  the  word  imports  f.  Efery  thing  be- 
ing here  difpofed  and  placed  in  the  moil  -comely  order,  both 
perfons  and  things  here  keep  their  Jaroper  place ;  God  the  Fa- 
ther keeps  the  pl^ce  of  the  moil  wife  contriver  and  bountifcl 
donor  of  the  invaluable  mercies  of  the  covenant ;  and  CM 
keeps  the  proper -place  both  of  the  purchafer  andfurety  of  the 
covenant ;  and  all  the  mercies  in  it ;  and  believers  keep  their 
place,  as  the  unworthy  receivers  of  all  the  gratuitous  mercies 
and  rich  benefits  thereof,  and  the  moil  obliged  creatures  in  afl 
the  world  to  free  grace,  faying,  although  my  houfe,  yea,  al- 
though my  heart  and  my  life  be  not  fo4  with  God,  yet  hathhfi 
made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant.  And  as  perfmh  fo 
things,  all  things  in  this  covenant  ftand  in  the  moft  exquifitt 
order,  and  exa&  correfpondence  to  each  other.     O  it  is  a  H< 

*  D^TC  D*H2  /<*£„**  *<*»*>?,   /".  e.  A  covenant  of  age 
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rKhiflg  Cght  to  behold  the  habitude  and  refpefl:  bf  the  mercies- 
m  the  covenant,  to  the  fins  and  wants  of  all  that  are  in  it  t 
Here. are  found  full  and  fui table  fuppliestothe  wants  of  all 
God's  people.     Here  you  may  fee  pardon  in  the  covenant*  for 
guilt  in  the  foul  f  fay  in  the  covenant,  for  farrow  in  the  heart ; 
jtrcngth  in  the  covenant,  for  all  defeds  and  weaknefles  in  thtf  * 
CT&Xuxz  \  ftability  in  the  covenant,  for  the  mutability  in  thV 
.creature.     Never  did  the' wifdom  of  God  mine  forth  more  in 
any  contrivance  in  the  world*  (except  that  of  Chrift*.  the  furety 
and  principal  matter  of  the  covenant)  than  it  doth  in-  the  order- 
ly difpofe  of  all  things  in  their  beautiful  order*  and  comely  pro- 
portions in  this  covenant  of  grace. 
.  (3.)  It  is  a  fare  covenant*  or  a  covenant  fafely  laid  up  and 
kept,  as  the  word  imports  * ;  and  upon  this  account  the  mer- 
ges of  it  are  called*  M  The  fure  mercies  of  David*"  Ifa.  lv.  3. 
And  fo  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  2$.  fpeaking  of  this  very  covenantr  God 
iaith,  "My  covenant  fliall  ftandfeft  with  him*'*  there  mall 
be  no  yacillancy*  no  (baking  in  this  covenant :  and  ver.  34. 
.u  My  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is, 
w  gone  out  of  my  lips/9    Every  thing  is  as  its  foundation- is. 
Now,  God's  covenant  being  founded  in  his  unchangeable  coun- 
sel and  purpofe*  wherein  there  can  be  no  lubricity*  and  Chrift 
being  the  furety  of  it*  it  muft  needs  be,  as  the  text  calls  it* 
a  fure  covenant*  wherein  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  is  as  illu- 
ftrioufly  difplayed,  as  his  bounty  and  wifdom  are  in  the  two* 
former  properties  of  it. '  And  fuch  a  covenant  as  this,  fo  ever- 
lafling,  aptly  difpofed,  and  fure*  muft  needs  deferve  that  preci- 
'  ous  refpeft  and  high  efteem  from  every  believing  foul*  which 
David  here  doth  pay  it,  in 

4.  The  (ingular  and  high  valuation  he  had  of  it*  when  he 
(aith*  "This  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire,"  or  as  fome 
tranflate  f  "  all  my  delight,  or  pleafure  *"  (i.  e.)  her^  I  find  all 
\  repaired  with  an  infinite  overplus*  that  I  have  loft  in  the  crea* 

Eire :  Here  is  life  in  death,v  fulnefs  in  wants,  fecurity  in  dan- 
ers,  peace  in  troubles.  It  is  ail  my  falvation ;  for  it  leaves 
othing  in  hazard  that  is  efiential  to  myhappinefs,  and*// 
xy  defire^  for  it  repairs  whatever  I  have  loft,  or  can  lofe :  It  is* 
b  full  and  complete  a  covenant*  that  it  leaves  nothing  to  be 
lefired  out  of  it.  O  it  is  a  full  fountain  !  Here  I  repofe  my 
veary  foul  with  full  iatisfa&ion,  and  feed  my  hungry  defires 
rith  fweeteft  delights ;  fothat  my  very  foul  is  at  reft  and  eafe, 
fx  the  bofom  of  this  bleffed  covenant.    Thus  you  have  the. 
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parts  and  fenfe  of  the  text.    The  notes  from  it  are  toft 
Obfemtion  i  •  That  Got*  covenant  people  may  be  exeraf 
wtb  many  Jbarp  afflictions  in  their  perfims  andfamiHet,  id 

i*«  9* 

Even  Davids  houfe  was  the  houfe  of  mourning ; "  Altfcoogl 
«•  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God,  though  he  make  it  not  I 
**  grow."    All  forts  of  outward  afflictions  are  mckkat  to  i 
forts  of  men.     "  All  things  (faith  Solomon}  come  alike  to  ail: 
"  There  is  one  eyent  to  the  righteous,  and  to  the  wicked;  9 
"  the  clean,  and  unclean  ;  to  him  that  faerificeth,  aad  t&lM 
«*  ttat  fecrifieetfc  not."1    The  providences  feem  one  and  it 
fame,  though  the  fubje&  on  whom  they  fell  be  vaffiy  d\§act. 
States  and  children,  health  and  liberty,  will  ftiB  belli*  tie* 
felves,  vamfhing  comforts*  whoever  be  the  owners  of  Acs. 
No  man's  fptritual  eftate  can  be  known  by  the  view  of  Ws  tefr 
poval  eftate.     A  godly  family  pnnot  be  a  mtferablb>  but itmaf 
be  a  mournful  family.    Religion  fecure?  us  from  the  wm&, 
but  it  does  not  fecure  us  from  the  rod  of  God.    The  W 
bath  cfcofen  another  way  of  expreffing  his  love  to  Ks  peopk, 
thai*  by  temporal  and  external  things  :  Therefore  "afl  totf 
«♦  come  alike  trf  aR.'*    The  covenant  excludes  Che  «a^f  h* 
includes  tWe  ot^.     a  If  his  children  forfake  my  law,  ire.  ** 
«*  will  I  vifit  their  iniquity  with  the  rod,  and  their  finfi* 
«*  ftripes :  nevwthelefs  my  loving-kmdnefer  will  I  notuttdf 
«  take  away." 

Ner  indeed  would  ifhetheprlvHegeof  God' s  com^i 
people,  to  be  exempt  from  the  rod  j  a  mark  of  ba/htrdy  cask 
no-  man's  felicity,  Heh.  xir.  9.  to  go  without  the  chaftfotf 
difcipline  of  the  rod,  were  to  go  without  the  needful  iflft** 
dons  md  Mefled-  fruits  that  accompany  an<J  refult  from  to 
red,  Fblm  xefv.  12* 

Let  us  not  therefore  fay^  as  thofc  irreligious  perfonsSf? 
Mat.  in.  14.  u  It  is  in  vain  to  ferve  God,  and  what  proftfi* 
«•  that  we  Have  kept  Briar  ordinances,  and  waKed  monro^T 
<e  before  him  ?"  Surely  none  ferve  Mm  in  vain^  butftofcW 
ferve  him  vainly.  GodMnefe  cannot  fecure  you  fiom  afifr_ 
on,  but  it  can  and  will  fecure  you  from  hell,  and  fancBfy  J^ 
affli&ions  to  help  you  to  heaven.     But  I  flay  not  here. 

Obfervation  2.  A declining  family h  a  fore-  Jfroke  fri** 
hand  of  Cody  and  Jo  to  be  acknowledged)  wherever  iffi& 

k  was  a  growing  forrow  to  David,^  that  his  houfe  did** 
grow ;  and*  he  eyed  the  hand  of  God  in  it,  "He  madeitnrt^ 
«  grow,"  as.  he  fpeaks  in  the  text.  He  felt  as  many  deaths* 
he  had  dead  children.    It  i*  God  that  build;  anrfisffrojs  fi* 
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Sea  ;  he  enlar{£eth  and  ftraiteneth  ttyem  again.   A  family  may 
flccline  two  ways,  t/£s.  either, 
t*  By  the  death:  or, 
a/^yAe  degeneracy  of  its  offspring* 

i.  By  dieir  death,  when  God  lops  off  the  hopeful  Iprirtginf 
Whches  thereof  |  especially  the  laft  and  only  prop  of  it,  ill 
whom  hot  only  all  the  care  and  love,  but  all  the  hope  and  ex« 
pe&ation  of  the  parents  is  contrafted  and  bound  up.    For,      } 

The  hearts  of  tender  parents  are  tifually  bound  up  in  the  life 
of  an  only  Ton  K  As  a  mah's  wife  is  but  himfelf  divided,  fo  ' 
his  children  are  but  Turn felF  multiplied ;  and  when  all  love  and 
delight,  hope  and  expeAation,  is  reduced  to  one,  the  afle&i- 
onisftrbng,  and  that  makes  the  affli£tfon  fotoo.  Ifitwese 
not  an  unparalleled  grief  among  all  earthly  griefs  and  forrow^ 
the  Spirit  of  God  would  never  have  chofen  and  tingled  it  out 
from  among  all  other  forrows,  to  illuftrate  forrow  for  fin  by 
it,  yea,  forrows  ^or  that  fpecial  fin  of -piercing  Chrift,  as  hi 
<loth,  Zech.  xii.  10.  ««  They  (hall  look  upon -Him  whom  they 
M  have  pierced,  and  fhall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  {hat  mourn- 
*'  ethfor  an  only  fon."  How  naked  are  thbfe  walls,  and  how 
unfurniihed  is  that  houfe,  where  the  children  (it?  belt  Omar 
jfhents)  are  taken  down  and  removed  by  dearth  ?  It  is  natural 
to  all  men,  to  defire  the  continuance  of  their  names  and  fami- 
lies in  the  earth  j  and  therefore  when  God  cuts  off  their  etpee* 
tations  in  that  kind,  they  look  upon  themfclves  a*  dqr  tree*,  ©T 
as  the  withering  ftafk$  in  tine  fields,  when  the  flowers  are  fallen. 
•off,  and  blown  away  from  them. 

2.  Or,  which  is  vet  much  worfe,  a  family  may  decline  hy 
the  degeneracy  of  its  offspring.  When  the  piety,  probity, 
and  virtues  of  anceftors  defcend  not  with  their  lands  to  thc^r 
juftertty,  here  the  true  line  of  honour  is  cu^dfl^  tfnd  the  igknry 
of  a  family  dies,  though  its  children  live ;  the  family  is  rata* 
<ed,  though  there  be  a  numerous  offspring.  Surely  it  were  bet- 
ter mourn  for  ten  dead  children,  than  for  onefucn  Hying  child. 

How  many  fifch  wretched  families  can  "England  (hewtbifc 
day!  How  hath  Atheifm  and  debauchery  f  u  hied  and  fubverted 
tnany  great  and  once  famous  families !  O  it  were  better  rife 
*rms  of  thofe  families  had  been  reverfed,  and  their  lands : alie- 
nated, yea,  better  had  it  been  a  fucceffion  had  failed,  and 
that  their  names  had  been  blotted  out,  than  that  Satan  fhouM 
rule  by  profanenefa  in  the  places  where  God  was  once  fo  fcrU 
•oofly  and  fweetly  <w*rfhtpped. 

*  Omnis  i*  ifQtont*k&t  chart  cura  far ttflis.    Vifg'U 
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:  Whenfoever  therefore  God  fhall  either  of  thefe  ways  fiibvett 
a  family,  it  becomes  thenr  that  are  concerned  in  the  ftroke, 
not  only  to  own  and  acknowledge  the  hand  of  God  in  it,  Dirf 
to  fearch  their  hearts  and  boufes,  to  find  out  the  fins  which 
have  fo  provoked  him  ;  yet  not  fo  as  to  fall  into  an  unbecom- 
ing defpondency  of  fpirit,  but  withal  to  relieve  themfelveS,  as 
David  here  dotn,  from  the  covenant  of  God  ;  "  Yet  hath  he 
««  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant."  Which  brings  us 
to  the  third  and  principal  point  I  fhall  infill  on. 

Obferv.  3.  That  the  everlajting,  welUorderedy  and  Jure  co- 
venant of  grace >  affords  ever laft ingy  well-ordered)  and  fur e  re* 
Kef  to  alt  that  are  within  the  bond  ofity  how  many  or  hoiv  great 
foever  their  per/onal  or  domeftic  trials  and  afflictions  are. 

This  point  will  be  cleared  to  your  understandings,  and  pre- 
pared for  your  ufe,  by  clearing  and  opening  three  proportions, 
which  orderly  take  up  the  fum  and  fuoftance  of  it,  viz. 

Ptopofition  1 .  That  the  minds  of  meny  yeay  the  befi  men,  art 
•weak  and  feeble  things  under  the  v heavy  prejfures  of  qffliclion, 
and  will  reel  and  Jink  under  them,  except  they  bejtrongly  reliev- 
ed  and  under-propped. 

A  bowing  wall  doth  not  more  need  a  ftrong  more  or  but- 
trefsy  than  the  mind  of  a  man  needs  a  ftrong  fupport  and  flay 
from  heaven,  when  the  weight  of  affliftion  makes  it  incline 
and  lean  all  one  way.  «c  Unlefs  thy  law  had  been  my  delights, 
41  I  (hould  then  have  perifhedin  my  afflittion,"  Pfal.  cxix.92. 
q.  d.  What  fhift  other  men  make  to  ftand  the  (hock  df  theif 
affli&ions,  I  know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  that  if  God  had  not 
feafonably  font  me  the  relief  of  a  promife,  1  had  certainly  gone 
away  in  a  faint  fit  of  defpondency.  O  how  feafonably  did 
God  adminifter  the  cordials  of  his  word  to  my  drooping  fink- 
ing foul  J 

This  weaknefs  in  the  mind,  to  fupport  the  burdens  of  afflic- 
tion, proceeds  from  a  double  caufe,  viz. 

1.  From  the  finking  weight  of  the  afHiftion. 

2.  From  the  irregular  and  inordinate  workings  of  the  thought* 
of  h\  N 

*  1.'  From  the  finking  weight  that  is  in  afHi&ion,  efpecially 
in  fome  forts  of  affli&ions :  they  are  heavy  prefTures,  ponder* 
ous  burdens  in  themfelves.  S©  Job  fpeaks,  M  O  that  my  grief 
««  were  thoroughly  weighed,  and  my  calamity  laid  in  theba* 
$*■  lances  together !  For  now  it  would  be  heavier  than  the  fan! 
w  of. the  fea,  therefore  my  words  are  fwallowed  up,**  Job  vr. 
2,  3,  4.  q.  d.  If  all  the  fand  that  lies  upon  all  the  fhores  in  tW 
*vorld,  were  {hovelled  up.  into  one  heap,  and  caft  into  one 


applied  to  aj/Ji&ed  Saints.    ,  .       4P3 

ate,  rand  my  fbrrows  into  the  other,  my  grief  would  weigh 
all' up.     How  heavy  are  the  hearts  of  the  affli&edl  what  in- 
Lpportabie,  forrows  do  they  feel;  atod  groan  -under,  efpecially 
hen  God  fmites  thefn  in  the  deareft  and  neareft  concerns, 
ley  have  in  the  world. 

2.  But  efpecially  the  reelings  and  daggerings  of  the  mind,* 
re  occasioned  by  the  inordinate  and  irregular  workings  of  its 
wri  thoughts.     Were  it  but  pofllble  to  keep  the  mind  in  a. 
srene,  feddte,  and  ordinate  frame,  our  burdens  would  be  com-; 
►aratively  light  to  what  we  now  feel  them  to  be ;  but  the  fal- 
tng  of  the  thoughts  into'  confufions,  and  great  diftra&ions, 
jpoils  all.     Upon  this  account  it  is,  that  affii&ions  are  com- 
pared to  aftupifying  dofe,  .which. cafts  the  foul  into  amaze-' 
nent.  Pfal.  lx.  3.  **  Thou  haft  (hewed  thy  people  hard  things* 
*•  then  haft  made  us  to  drink  the  wine  of  aftgniftiment."    Af- 
(i£tions  are  called  the  wine  of  aftonifhment,  from  their  effefts 
upon  the  mind  :  for  under  a  great  and  fudden  ftroke  of  God, 
it  is  Iikera  'match  wound  up  abotre  its'  due  height,  fothaf  for  a 
rime  it  ftarids  (till,  neither  grace  nor  reafon  move  at  all :  apoV 
when  it  begins  to  move  again,  Q  how  confufed  and  irregular, 
are  its  motions  i  it  is  full  of  murmurs,  difputes,  and  quar*t 
rels  :  thefe  aggravate  both  our  fin  and-mifery.     It  is  our  own! 
thoughts  which  take  the  arrow  of  God  (hot  at  u$,  (which  did' 
but  rack  before  in  our  clothes,  and  was  never  intended  to  hurt 
tts,  but  only  to  warn  us),  and  thruft  it  into  our  very  hearts. 
'  For  thoughts,  as  well  as  poniards y  can  pierce  and  wound 
the  hearts  of  men,  Luke  ii.  35.  4*  A  fwofd  mail  pierce  thrd* 
**  thine  own  foul ;"  («.  e.) .  Thy  thoughts  (ball  pierce  thee.' 
They  can  (hake  the  whole  fabric  of  the  body,,  and  loofe  the 
heft  corrtpa&ed  and  ftrengly  jointed  parts  of  the  body  :  Dan. 
v.  6.  •**  His  thoughts  troubled  him,  and  the  joints  of  his  loins 
"  were  loofed.,"  And  thus  a  man's  own  mind  becomes  a  rack 
gf  torment  to  him  5  a  mifery  which  no  creatures,  except  men 
and  devils,  are  fubjected  to,.    0  how  many  bodies  have  been" 
deftroyed  by  the  pafiions  of  the  foul  1  they  cut  through  it,  as  a 
keen  knife  through  a  narrow  (heath;  "  "Worldly  forrow  works 
«  deathi"  2  Cor.  yiL  ro.  . 

'  Propofition  2.  The  merciful  God9  in  condefcenfion  to  the 
vjeaknefs  of  his  people,  hath  provided  the  bejl  fuppbrts  and  re-t 
lief s  for  their  feeble' and afflibled  fpir its. 

"  In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me,  thy  comforts'. 

*c  de|ight  my  foul,"  IJfal.  xciv!   17.  '  Carnal  men  feek  their,, 

relief  under  trouble,  irom  carnal  things ;  when  one  creature . 
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farfakes.tjiem,  they  retreat  to  another  which  i^y/et  leftrth<jtft 
till  they  are  beaten  but  of  all,  and.th.en  their  hearts  taijf  Hay-? 
ing  no  acquaintance  with  God,  or  fpecja]  intereft  i^htpx  :  for- 
the  creature  will  quickly  fpend.  all  that  allowance  of  cQipfbrt, 
they  have  to  fpend  upon  us.    Some  try  whaf  relief  ttys,  rules  of, 
f/ntqfofby.  can  yield  them,  fiipppQng  a.  neat  fentence*  of  Seneca 
ihay  be  as  good  a  remedy  aq  a  text  of  David  qr  £aul  ;  but,  alaal 
it  will  not  do :  <fubmiffioti  from  fatal,  neceflky,  will  nqver.  cafe; 
the  affliCted  mind,  as  Christian  refignatiqn  will  dp.     It  is  not 
clvc  entfi^ating,  bu{  reflating  of,  the  afftffcpqs,  tha*'  com- 
ppfes  a  burdened  and  diftra£ted  foul.     Ooe  w#rd,Qf  Oo4  -will 
Sonify  more  to  our  gea.ee*  than  all  the,  fan^d  ajid  ajlmiredpre- 
cents  of  men. 

'  To  neglect  God,  apd  feek  relief  from  the  creature.  Is  tn 
lhrfake  the  fountain  of  living  waters*  a, n4  gp  to  the  broken  oV 
items  which  canhQld  no  water,  Jer«  ii.  13.  The  belt  cjreatiue 
is  but  a  ciftern,  not  a  fountain ;  and  our  depen.cUnce  on  k 
ipakesjt  a  broken  ciftern,  ftrikes  a  hole  through,  the  bottom 
qf  uV  fo  that  it  can  hold  ijo  water*     "  l>  cvqn.  I;  (faith* 
"  God)  am  he  that  comforteth  you»"  Ife%  lyii.  12.  T^Hc  feme 
hand  tliat  wounds  you,  muft  heal  ypu*  qr  you  can.  never  be 
ljealed.     Our  companionate  Saviour*  tp  ajutage  buz  farrows* 
hath  promifed  he  Vfill  not  leatie  us  comforikff,,  John  *iv.  i& 
Our  God  will  not  contend  for  ever,  left  the  fgirit  fail,  before? 
him,  Ifa.  lvii.  16.  He  knew,  how  ineffectual  all  Qtber,cqiufbrt* 
and  comforters  would'  be,  even  phyficians  of  no  vahyvapd 
therefore  hath  gracioufly  prepared  consists  for  hi?  diftrrgH 
ones,  that  will  reach  their  end.  4  ; 

Fropoiition  3.  Cod  hath  gathered  ait  the  materials  and  ptm* 
Ct fuls  of  our  relief  into  the  covenant  of  grace,  andiexpejRs  that,    j 
w,  betake  ourfdves  unto  it,  in  times  of  dijlrcfs,  as  t*.  efrr,  fw(t> 
JUjficient)  and  only,  remedy. 

'  As  all  the  rivers  run  into  the  fea,  and  there  is,  the  cpngrb- 
Ration  of  all  the  waters 1  fo  all  the  promifes  and  comfprts  of 
tjiegofpsl,  are  gathered  into  the  covenant  of  gracA  and  thew 
1^  the  congregation  of  aQ,the  fweiet  dreams  of  refreihment  that 
are  difperfed  throughout  the  fcripturcs.:  The  cqvenant  is  the- 
Qpre-houfe  of  promifes,  thefhpp  of  cordials  and  rare  elixirs, 
li). revive!  us  in  all  our  fajntings ;  though*  abs!  moft  men, 
know  no  more  what  are  thek  virtues,"  or  where  to  find  tbejn, 
t^ian  an  illiterate  ruftic  put  intQin  apothecary's /hop. 
'  What  was  the  cardial  God  prepared  t?  revive  the  hearts  of. 
hjs  poor  captives  groaning  tender  hard  and  grievou;  bondage, 
both  in  Egypt  and  in  JJabylqni  Vfkz&  it  not  his  covenant  win 


f&&him$  AtyHrhy  did  he  give  itthe  folemn  confirmation  by; 
an  Qath,  but  that  it  might  Vipld  to  him,  and  all  hi*  believing 
'  Vc4jftt»«  f#W«Bi,  Ifck  vi.  ijt  \&,  tb«  very  (pint  of  joy 
aaridfl:  all'  their  foprrq  jrs» 

'  And  wha£  was  the  relief  God  gay©  to  the  believing:  wrmck* 
that  kq>t  bis*  Sabbaths*  tool*  hold  of  his  covenant,  and  choi* 
tjie  things  La  which  he  delighted  I  «  To  them  (forth  he)  will  I 
«*  give  in  my  houfe,  and  within  my  walk,  a  place,  and' a  namei 
¥  better  than  thatoffons  or  o/danghtcre,"  Ifa.  Jvi.  4*,$,  Tho* 
thfu  were,  deprived,  of  thofe  comforts,  other  men  have  jn  thefc 
poftqrity,  yet.be  would  not  have  them I90I5  upontfiemfelvesa% 
dry;  tree*  y  ^cpvenant-intereft  would  anfwer.  all*  and»re*omr 
penfe  ajbjandanjly  the  wa$t  of  child  ten,/ or  any*  other  earthly 
qomfbct. 

Certainly,  therefore,  David  was  at  the  right  door  of  relief  ami 
oepnfprt,  when  he  repairs  .to  the  covenant,,  as  here  in.  the  U&U 
**  Yet  hath  he  made  with  mean  everlafting  covenant."  .  Tberefe 
04  nor  where  dfje,  the  relief  of  GodVaffii&ed  is  to  be  found. 

Now,  to  make  any  thing  become  a  complete  and  perfc& 
nd'tcf  to  an  aiflifttd  fpirit,  thefe  three  properties  muft  concur 
m&d  meet  in.  it,  elfe  it  can  never-  £&e£tuaUy<  relieve  any-  man*    ; 

I.  h  mjjtft  be  able  to:  remove  all,xhe(  paufeg  and  grounds  og 
troubles* 

Hi,  Itrouft  be(able~to  dofoat  alltimes. 

IIL  It  muft  be  capable  of  a  good  perfonaj  fecurityito  ut« 

For  if  it  only  divert,  our  troubles,  (as  cr^ature-comforta  ufe 
to  do.)*  and  do  not  remove  the: ground  and  caufe  of  our  trou* 
blc,.  it  is  but  an  anodyne  not  a  cure  of  remedy*  And  if  it? 
can  remove  the  very,  ground,  and  caufcf  of  our  trouble,  for  » 
time,  but  not  for  ever*  then  it  is  but  s  temporary  relief :  our 
troubles  may  return  again,  and  we.  left  in  as  bad  cafe  a* 
wc,  were  before;  And  if  it  be  in  itfelf,  able  to  remove  all  the 
caufes  and  grounds  .of  our.  trouble,,  and  that  at  all  times,  but 
not  capable  of  a  perfonal  fecurity. to  us,  onour  well  eftahtflJed 
intereft  in  it,  all  fignifies  nothing  to  our  relief* 

But  open  your  eyes  and>  behold,  O  ye  affli&ed  faints,  ail- 
thefe  properties  of  a  complete  relief  meeting,  together  in  the* 
covenant,  as.  it 'is  difplayed  in  the  text.  Here  is  a  covenant* 
able  to  remove,  all  the  grounds  and  caufes  of  your  tnouble.|  for 
it  is  o&D£RJB.d  in  all  things  ;  or  aptly  difppfed  by*  the  wifdonY 
and  contrivance  of.  God,  to  aofwer  every  caufe  and  ground  ofn 
trouble  and  forrow  in  ourhearts.  It  is  able  to-  do.  this  at  alt . 
times*  as  well  in  our  day,  as  in  David's  or  Abraham's,  day : . 
§Ql  k  is  an ,  cverJaJ,^  covenants  its,  virtue  and  efficacy  is  net , 
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decayed  by  time.  And,  laftly,  it  is  capable  of  a-  good  perfonat 
fecurity  or  afturance  to  all  God's  affli&ed  people  ;  for  it  is  a 
Jure  covenant*  The  concurrence  of  thefe  three  properties  in 
the  covenant  makes  it  a  complete  relief,  4md  perfeft  remedy, 
to  which  nothing  is  wanting  in  the  kind  and  nature  of  a  reme- 
dy. Thefe  three  glorious  properties  of  the  covenant'  are  myj 
proper  province  to  open  and  confirm,  for  your  fupport  ana 
comfort  in  this  day  of  trouble. 

I.  That  the  covenant  of  grace  is  able  to  remove  all  the  catifei 
and  grounds  of  a  believer's  trouble^  be  they  never  fo  great  or 
many.  This  I  doubt  not  will  be  convincingly  evidenced  andde- 
monftrated  by  the  following  arguments,  or  undeniable  reafons. 

Argument*!*  Whatfoever  difarms  affii&ions  of  the  only 
(ling  whereby  they  wound  us,  muft  needs  be  a  complete  relia 
and  remedy  to  the  afflifted  foul. 

But  fo  doth  the  covenant  of  grace,  it  dtfarms  afflictions  of 
the  only  fting  by  which  they  wound  us*  • 

Therefore  the  covenant  of  grace  muft  needs  be  a  complete 
relief  and  remedy  to  the  afflided  foul. 

The  fting  of  all  affii&ions  is  the  guilt  of  (in;  when*  Got 
fmites,  conscience  ufually  fmites  too :  and  this  is  k  that  caufes 
all  that  pain  and  anguiih  in  the  affli&ed.  It  is  plainly  fo  in  the 
example  of  the  widow  of  Zarephath,  i  Kings  xvii.  18.  wherf 
her  fon,  her  only  (on,  and  probably  her  only  child,  died,  how 
did  that  ftroke  of  God  revive  guilt  in  her  confeience,  and  made 
the  affliction  piercing  and  intolerable  !  as  appears  by  her  paffi- 
onate  expostulation  with  Elijah,  who  then  fojourned  in  her 
houfe  : ««  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Oman  of  God  ?  art  thon 
**  come  unto  me  to  call  my  fin  to  remembrance,  and  to  flay  mf 
«  fon  ?"  q.  d.  What  injury  have  I  done  thee  ?  Didft  thou  come 
hither  to  obferve  my  fins>  and  pray  down  this  judgment  upon 
my  child  for  them  ?  The  death  of  her  fon  revived  her  guilt, 
and  fo  it  generally  doth;  even  in  the  moil  holy  men. 

When  Job  looked  upon  his  wafted  body  under  afflictions, 
every  wrinkle  he  faw  upon  it,  feemed  to  him  like  a  witnefs 
riling  up  to  teftify  againft  him.  "Thou  haft  filled  me  with 
M  wrinkles,  which  is  a  witnefs  againft  me  ;  and  my  leanriefs 
«•*  rifing  up  in  me,  bcareth  witnefs  to  my  face,"  Job  xvi.  8. 
-  AflUftiou  is  like  a  hue  and  cry  after  fin  in  the  ears  of  con- 
feience, and  this  is  the  envenomed  poifonous  fting  of  afHi£H- 
on  :  pluck  out  this,  afrd  the  afflifted  man  is  prefently  eafed, 
though  the  matter  of  the  affliftion  ftill  abide  with  hirri,  and  lie 
upon  him.  He  is  affli&ed  ftill,  but  not  caft  down  byaffli£Hr 
«a ;  the  anguifh  and  burden  is  gone,  though  the  matter  of  tron- 4 

*le  remain. 
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This  is  plain  both  in  fcripture,  and  inexperience.  Suita- 
c  hereunto  is  thatftrange,  but  fweet  expreflion,  "  The  inha- 
bitants fhall  not  fay  I  am  fick,  the  people  that  dwell  therein 
{hall  be  forgiven  their  iniquities,"  Ifa.  xxxiii.  24.  It  is  not  to 
e  ipaiagined  thefe  people  had  found  fuch  a  fortunate  i/landy  or 
appy  climate,  where  no  difeafe  could  toueh  or  invade  their 
odies  ;  no,  ficknefs  will  find  out  the  bodies  of  the  beft  men, 
rherever  they  live  j  wherever  fin  hath  been,  ficknefs  and  death. 
iiH  fallow  it.  Heaven  is  the  only  privileged  place  from  tnefe 
liferies :  but  the  meaning  is,  though  they  be  fick,  they  fhall 
ot  fee;!  the  pains  and  jfburdens  of  ficknefs,  "  they  fhall  nor 
;  (ay  they  .arc  fick:"  And  why  fo?  becaufe  their  iniquities 
re  forgiven ;  plainly  confirming  what  was  before  afferted, 
bat  the  anguifhof  an  affliction  is  gone  as  foon  as  ever  the  fting 
►f  guilt  is  plucktout.  And  hence,  pardoning  of  the  foul, 
ind  healing  of  the  body,  are  put  together  as  conjugate  mercies  r> 
c  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iuiqui-  . 
«  ties,  and  healeth  all  thy  dileafes,"  Pfal.  ciii.  1,  3.  When 
he  foul  is  at  eafe,  the  pains  of  the  body  are  next  to  nothing  ; 
Sicknefs  can  cloud  all  natural  joys,  but  not  the  joy  of  a  par- 
Jon.  -  -    ,   - 

'  Nay,  which  is  yet  more ;  pluck  out  but  the  fting  of  fin, 
and  there  is  no  horror  in  death,  the  king  of  terrors,  and  worft 
of  all  outward  evils.  See  how  the  pardoned  believer  triumphs 
over  it :  "  O  death,  where  .is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
M,  thy  victory  ?  The  fting  erf  death  is  fin,"  1  Cor.  xv.  55. 
They  are  words  of -defiance,  as  men  ufe  to  deride  and  fcorn 
a  boafting  infulting  enemy,  when  they  fee  him  caft  upon  his 
back,  and  his  fword  broken  over  his  head  *. 

"Where  are  your  boafts  and  menaces  now  ?  O  death,  thou 
haft  loft  thy  fting  and  terror  together.  Thus  the  pardoned 
believer,  with  an  holy  gallantry  of  fpirit,  derides  and  contemns 
his  difarjned  enemy  death.  So  then  it  is  manifeft,  that  what- 
ever plucks  out  the  poifonous  fting  of  affli&ion,  muft  needs  be 
an  effedual  remedy  and  cure  to  the  afRi&ed  perfon. 

But  this  the  covenant  of  grace  doth  j  it  reveals  and  applies 
gofpel-remiffion  to  them  that  are  within  thebleffed  bond  of  it. 
<c  This  fhall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  houfe  of 
u  Ifrael  5 1  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  I  will  remember  their 
**  finno  more,"  Jer.  xxxi,  33,  34.  t  Behold  here  a  gracious,  lull*. 

*  Whei*  is  now  thy  threats  ?  See  there  thy  fury  laid.  Ovid. 
t  Ti/D  tMu6  mp*i,  It  refpects  the  propitiatory  expiation  of  fin 
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and*  irrevocable  pardon!  /  will  firgtve,  ot  %e  jfcrtJpttioufly 
merciful*  as  that  word  imports ;  pointing  plainly  to  thrift  out 
propitiation,  our  fins  are  forgiven  us  for  his  name's  fake.  And 
a  pardon  as/irf/  as  it  19  free  \  iniquity  and  fin,  ffnaltef  and 
greater,  are  here  forgiven ;  for  God,  in  the  rertdfficm  of  hU 
peopled  fins,  having  refpeft  to  the  propitiating  Mood  oFChrift, 
he  pardons  all,  as  well  as  feme ;  that  blood  defervtfrg  and  pur- 
chafing  the  moft  fall  and  complete  pardons  for  his  people, 
l  John  i.  7.  w  The  Woo* Of  Chrift  deanfeth  us  from  ah  fitt* 

And  this  covenant  pardon  is  asjfm,  as  ft  is  free  and  ft!!. 
So  run  the  expreffions  m  the  grant,  I  -will  remember  their  pi 
no  more :  Or  in  the  apolUe's  words,  Heb.  viii.  r  2.  *  p.np,***&*  tn, 
1  will  not  remember  them  again:  That  is,  not  ft)  texnem- 
ber9as  to  impute  them,  or  condemn  my  pardorte^  ones  for 
them :  For  the  pardoned  perfohs  come  rib  iriof e  itatto  cdiufeat* 
nation,  job  v.  24.  Their  fins  are  call  into  the  depths  of  did 
fea,  Mic.  vii.  19.  Sooner  fhaH  the  Eaft  and  th^  Weft,  the  two 
oppofite  points  of  heaven,  meet,  than  the  pardoned  foal  and 
its  fins  meet  again  in  condemnation,  Jfel.  ciit.  12; 

Now,  the  cafe  ftandtng  thus  frith  all  God%  tovemirt- 
peoplc,  all  their  fins  being  gracioufly,  fully,  and  irrevocably 
forgiven  them,  how  convincingly  ana  fWeetly  doth  this  con- 
clufion  follow,  that  the  covenant  is  a  complete  remedy  to  iff 
affli&ed  believers  ?  As  nothing  Can  befal  us  before  Ch  rift  and 
pardon  be  ours,  which  is  fufficiettt  to  raife  us,  fo  frothing  cart 
befal  us  afterwards,  which  fhould  dejeQ:  and  fink  us.  Tliis  is 
the  firft  benefit  afffi&ed  believers  receive  from  the  covenant, 
and  this  alone  is  enough  to  heal  all  our  forfows. 

Jrg.  U.  As  the  covenant  of  grace  difarms  all  the  aflfi£tions(rf 
believers  *t  tfee  only  fting  by  Which  they  wound  them  ;  fo  it 
alters  the  very  nature  and  property,  of  their  affti&iorrt,  and 
turns  them  from  a  curfe  into  a  btejpng  to  therit  i  And  in  fo  do- 
ing, it  becomes  more  than  a  remedy  *  even  a  choice  benefit  and 
advantage  to  them. 

All  afflictions,  in  their  omt  riattffe,  are*  patt  of  the  curfi; 
they  are  the  confequence  and  puniflinhfewts  of  fin ;  they  work 
naturally  againft  our  good:  But  when  once  they1  are  taken  in* 
to  the  covenant,  their  nature  and"  property  is  altered.  As  wa- 
ters in  their  fubterranean  paffages,  meeting  fome  virtuous  mi- 
neral in  tbci*  courfe,  are  thereby  impregnated,  and  endowed* 
with  a  rare  healing  property  to  the  body ;  fo  affli&ions  palling 
through  the  covenant,  receive  from  it  an  healing  virtue  to  our 

bjr  Chrift,  who  is  therefore  called  iMr/Mf .  and  ^«n?f  *u  f  John  iit  fti 
tod  Rain.iu.  2$. 
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jbdt*.  They  are,  in  themfelves,  four  and  harfh,  3*  wild  Kfcdgfe. 
fruits;  but  being  ingrafted  into  this  flock,  they  yield  the  plefc- 
feat  traits  of  righteoufnefs.  "  If  his  children  break  my  fta- 
fi  tutcs,  aad  keep  not  niy  commandments,  then  will  I  vifit 
•«  their  iniquity  Wkh  the  rod,  ana*  their  fins  with  ftripes  :  Ne* 
"  Vertheleis  my  loving-klndnefs  will  I  not  utterly  take  away* 
<<  nor  iuffer  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail,"  Pfal.  lixxix.  30,  31.  Here 
yon  may  fee  all  the  rods  of  affli&ton  pat  into  the  covenant,  as 
Aaron's  rod  was  into  ths  ark.  And  hence  two  things  tteceflarU 
ly  follow. 

(4.)  rhat  fdeh  afiti&ions  can  do  thd  children  of  God  no 
hurt.  They  may  affright,  but  cannot  hurt  them :  We  may 
meet  them  with  fear,  but  (hall  part  from  them  with  joy  •■  An 
fen&n&ified  rod  Deter  did  any  man  good,  and  a  fahftified  rod 
never  did  any  man  hurt ;  He  may  affltfl  our  bodies  with  ficlc- 
nek,  deny,  or  cut  off  our  comfort  in  children,  impoverish  but 
feftates,  let  loofe  perfeentors  upon  us ;  but  in  all  this  he  realty 
doth  us  no  hurt,  as  be  fpeaks  in  Jer.  xxv*  6>  No  more  hurt 
than  a  skilful  futgeqn  dofh  in  faying  his  patient's  JSfe,  by  cut- 
ting otf  a  mortified  gangrened  member  .-  No  more  hurt  thai* 
froft  and  fnow  do  the  earth  in  killing  the  rank  weeds  that  e#- 
haufted  the  fap  and  ftreiigth  of  it,  and  preparing  and  mellow- 
ing it  to  produce  a  fruitful  Crop  of  corn.  By  thefe  he  recafe 
•our  minds  from  vanity,  weans  onr  fond  and  enfnaring  affections 
front  the  wprld,  difcovers  and  mortifies  thole  hsfts  which  gentle* 
merhods  and  effays  could  not  do :  And  is  this  for  our  hurt  i 

I  coofefs  God's  thoughts  and  ours  often  differ  upon  this  cafe* 
We  meaftifre  th*  good  afud  evil  of  providences,  by  their  re(pfe& 
Id  the  eafe  and  pleafure  of  our  flelh,  but  God  fees  this  is  tfi6 
Way  to  Cart  our  fptrits  into  a  dead  formality,  and  in  removing 
them,  he  doth  but  deprive  us  of  the  ocCafionsand  inftruments 
of  fpiritual  naifchiefs  and  aiferks,  in  Which  certainly  he  dorh 
us  no  hurt.  / 

(2)  But  that  is  not  all.  AdKftions  once  put  into  the  cove- 
nant* nraft  promote  the  good  of  the  faints $  they  are  bene* 
fichtr,  as  well  as  hartolefs  things.  "  We  know  (faith  the  apo- 
f  «•  ftte)  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  \ov6 
M  God  "  This  proniifc  is  the  compafs  which  fcts  the  cowfe, 
and  direfts  the  motion  of  all  the  aftiakras  of  the  people  o£ 
God  ;  add  no  (hip  at  Tea  obeys  the  rudder  fo  exaftly,  as  the 
troubles  of  thfe  righteous  do  the  dire&ion  of  this  promtfe*  Pof* 
fibly  we  cannot  difcern  this  at  prefent,  bnt  rather  prejudge  the 
works  of  God,  aa<t  fty  all  thele  things  ate  againft  us ;  but  here* 
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after  we  (hall  fee,  and  with  joy  acknowledge  them  to  be  the 

py  inftrumeuts  of  our  falvation. 

How  often  hath  affliction  feat  the  people  of  God  to 
knee?,  with  fuch  language  as  this,  *  O  my  God,  bow  vain 

*  fenfual  hath  this  heart  of  mine  been  under  profpertty  !    H< 

*  did  the  lo?e  of  the  creature,  like  a  fluice  cut  in  the  bank 
. r  a  river,  draw  away  the  ftream  of  my  affections  from  thee ! 

4  had  gotten  a  fcft  pillow  of  creature-comforts  under  my  " 
.  •  and  I  eafily  fell  aikcp,  and  dreamed  of  nothing  but  reft 

*  pleafure,  in  a  ftate  of  abfence  from  thee ;    but  now  thy  ro 
.•  hath  awakened  me,  and  reduced  me  to  aright  fenfe  of 

*  condition,  I  was  negligent  or  dead-hearted  in  the  conrfe  c 
/  my  duty,  but  now  1  can  pray  more  fervently,  feelingly,  ai 

*  frequently,  than  before.    O  it  was  good  for  me,  that  I  hai 

*  been  afflicted.  O,  faith  God,  how  well  was  this  rod  beftov 
4  ed,  which  hath  done  my  poor  child  fo  much  good  ;  now  I 
'  have  more  of  his  heart,  and  more  of  his  time  and  companf 

*  than  ever  ;   now  I  hear  the  voice,  and  fee  the  gracious  wort 

*  ings  of  the  fpirst  of  my  child  after  me  again,  as  in  the  days  of 

*  his  firft  love/  The  (urn  of  all  this  you  may  fee  in  (he  inge- 
nuous meltings  of  £phraim  under  a  iaodified  rod,  Jer.  xxii 
19,  20.  and  the  founding  of  the  bowels  of  mercy  over  him. 

*  Ephraim  mourns  at  God's  feet,  and  God  falls'upon  Ephraiari 

*  neck.    I  have  been  as  a  bcaft,  f^th  Ephraim:    Thou  arts 

*  dear  fon,  a  pleafant  child,  faith  God,    My  bowels  are  trot* 

*  bled  and  pained  for  fin,  faith  Ephraim :   And  my  bowels  ait 

*  troubled  for  thee,  and  my  companions  rolled  together,  taith 
'  God.'  O  bleted  fruits  of  fandificd  rods !  fuch  precious  ef« 
fefts  as  thefe  richly  repay  you  for  all  the  pais  and  angoifli  joi 
feel.  And  thus,  as  the  wound  of  a  fcorpion  is  healed  by  ap- 
plying its  own  oil,  fo  the  evil  of  affliction  is  cured  by  the  lane* 
tified  fruits  that  it  produceth,  when  it  is  once  pot  into  the  o> 
Tenant. 

Arg*  III.  The  covenant  doth  not  only  alter  the  nature.  aoJ 
property  of  the  faints  afflictions,  "but  it  alfo  orderly  (fypojes,  am* 
aptly  places  them  in  the  frame  of  providence,  among  the  other 
means  and  iaftruments  of  our  (alvation ;  fo  that  a  council  of 
angels  could  never  place  them,  or  the  leaft  circumftanee  be- 
longing to  them,  more  aptly  and  advantageoufiy  than  it  hath 
done.  The  knowledge  of  this  muft  needs  quiet  and  fully  re- 
lieve the  afflicted  foul :  And  who  can  doubt  it,  that  believes  it 
to  be  a  covenant  ordered  in  all  things,  as  the  text  {peaks  ?  Here 
all  things,  yea,  the  mod  minute  circumftances  that  befal  jo* 
are  reduced  to  their  g roper  clafs,.  and  place  of  fcrvice  ;  fo  »- 
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tftly  ordered,  that  all  the  wifdom  of  men  and  angels  knows  oot 
bow  to  mend  or  alter  any  thing  to  your  advantage. 

If  a  fmall  pin  be  taken  out  of  the  frame  of  a  watch,    and 
placed  any  where  elfe,  the  motion  is  either  prefently  flopped, 
or  made  irregular.     And  as  Galen  obferves  of  the  curious  fa- 
brie  of  an  human  body,  that  if  the  greateft  naturalifts  ihould 
ftudy  an  hundred  years  to  find  out  a  more  commodious  fituation, 
or  configuration  of  any  part  thereof,  it  could  never  be  done.    It, 
is  fo  here :    No  man  can  come  after  God,  and  fay,  this  or  that 
had  been  better  placed  or  timed  than  it  is,  if  this  affliction  had . 
been  fparcd,  and  fuch  an  enjoyment  flood  in  the  room  of  it,  it] 
bad  been  better*  All  God's  providences  are  the  refult  and  ifloes 
of  his  infinite  wifdom :  For  "  he  works  aH  things  according  to 
"  the  counfel  of  his  own  will,"  Eph.  i.  11.     The  wheels,  u  e* 
the  motions  and  revolutions  of  providence  are  full  of  eyes, 
Ezek.  L  18.  They  are  well  advifed,  and  judicious  motions,  Non. 
caeco  impetu  volvuntur  rotae ;    they  run  not  at  random.     The 
moft  regtiiar  and  excellent  working  mufl  needs  follow  the  moft 
deep  and  perfect  counfel,  Ifa.  xxviii.  29.  "  He  is  deep  in  coun- 
**  feC  and  excellent  in  working." 

Now,  every  affliftion  that  befals  God's  covenanted  people,  be- 
ing placed  by  the  moft  wife  and  Infinite  counfel  of  God  in  that 
;  very  order,  time,  and  manner,  in  which  they  befa)  them,  this 
very  affliction,  and  not  that,  at  this  very  time,  and  not  at  ano- 
ther, (it  being  always  a  time  of  heed,  1  Pet,  j.  6.),  and  ulhered 
'  in  by  fuch  forerunning  occafions  and  circumflances ;  it  mufl  fol- 
low, that  they  all  take  the  proper  places,  and  comeexa&lyat 
the  fitted  feafons;  and  if  one  of  them  were  wanting,  iome- 
thing  would  be  defeftive  in  the  frame  of  your  happinefs.  A$fi 
they  now  ftand,  they  work  together  for  your  good,  which  dif-* 
placed,  they  would  not  do. 

It  is  faid,  Jer.  Xviii.  n."  Behold,  I  frame  evil,  and  I  devifc 
u  a  device."  It  is  fpoken  of  the  contrivance  and  frame  of  af- 
flictions, as  the  proper  works  of  God.  The  projeft  of  it  is 
laid  for  his  glory,  and  the  eternal  good  of  his  people.  .It  turns' 
to  their  falvation,  Phil.  1.19.  But  O  how  fain  would  we  have  * 
this  or  that  affii&ion  fcrewed  Out  of  the  frame  of  providence,  < 
conceiving  it  would  be  far  better  out  than  in !  O  if  God  had 
fpared  my  child,  or  my  health;  it  had  been  better  for  me  than 
now  it  is.  But  this  is  no  other  than  a  prefumptuous  correct- 
ing and  controuling  of  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  fo  he  inter- 
prets it,  Job  xl.  2.  *'  He  that  reproveth  God,  let  him  anfwer 
••  it.*  God  hath  put  every  affliftion  upon  your  perfons,  cftatcs, 

F  f  ft 
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relations,  joft  where  you  fiod  aqd  feel  it ;  and  that  whole  fama 
be  hath  pot  into  the  covenant,  in  the  virtue  whereof  it  works 
for  your  IgWacioo  :  and  therefore  let  a,U  dilputiogs  and  reafop' 
iogs,  all  mormurs  aqd  dif  coo  tents  ceafe  ;  nothing  cm  be  better 
for  yoq,  than  sp  God  hath  laid  it  $  aod  this,  one  woqjd  think, 
(hotild  heal  and  quiet  all.  You  yourfelves  would  mar  all,  by 
prefnming  to  mend  any  thing.  "  Who  hath  directed  the  Sp 
44  rit  of  the  Lord,  qr  being  his  counfellor,  bajth  taught  him! 
«  \yith  whom  took  he  cpunfel,  and  who  infyrulfcd  him,  ^od 
*\  taught  him  in  the  path  of  judgment,  and  taught  hiiq  know- 
*'  ledge,  and  (hewed  to  him  the  way  of  un&fftajicKng  ?"  \k 
xl  13,  14,'  Well  then,  be  fatisfied  it  is  J>eO  as  it  is  ;  aod  no- 
thing can  be  fo  advantageous  .to  you,  as  God's  projefts  aod 
contrivance,  which  you  are  fo  uneafy  under,  and  <Uflatisfied 
about. 

Arg.  IV.  As  the  covenant  forts  and  ranks  all  your  trouble! 
ipto  their  proper  clafles  ana*  places  of  fervice,  fo  jj  fecurcs  the 
fpecial  gracious  preience  of  God  with  you,  in  the  deepeft  pha- 
ges of  diftreis  thai  can  befal  you  ;  which  prefeuce  is  a  full  re- 
lief to  all  your  troubles,  or  elfe  nothing  in  the  world  is,  ore* 
fcfo. 

The  very  heathens  thought  thernfelves  well  (ecqred  agalnft 
qll  evils  and  dangers,  if  rhey  had  their  petty  hoo(hold?gafe 
with  them  in  their  jonrnies :  but  the  great  God  of  heaven  M 
earth  hath  engaged  fo  be  with  his  people,  in  all  thejr  afiBfliooi 
?od  diftrefles.  As  a  tender  father  fits  up  bimfelf  wi|h  hi$ 
tick  child,  and  will  not  leave  him  to  the  care  of  a  fervant  only; 
fo  God  thinks  it  not  enough  to  leave  bis  children  to  the;  tutelage 
and  charge  of  angels,  but  will  be  with  them  himfelf,  and  that 
in  a  fpeciaf  and  peculiar  way  :  fo  run  the  exppefs  words  of  tk 
k  covenant/  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  '<  I"  will  not  turn  away  from  the© 
^  ««  to  do  them  good*  but  I  will  put  my  fear  into  their  hearts; 
••  and  they  (hall  not  depart  from  me. M  Here  he  undertakes 
for  both  parts,  bimfelf  and  them.    J-viitl  not,   and  they  jM 

Here  Is  the  faints  fecnrUy  for  the  gracious  preience  of  God 
with  them,  a  preience  which  difpels  all  the  clouds  of  affliftioo 
and  fprrow,  as  the  fun  fcatters  the  morning  mitts.  The  God 
<>f  all  confdlatioji  is  with  yo^i,  O  poor  dej$fl,e,d  believers,  asd  ( 
Will  not  fuch  aprefenc?  turn  the  darlpefs  into  light  rounds* 
bout  you  i  There  is  a  threefold  preience  of  God  with  tt? 
creatures. 

I.  E&ntial,  which  is  common  and  neceffary  to  all, 
3,  Graces,  which  i*  peculiar  to  ibmc  on  earthy 
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3.  Glorious,  vrWch  is  the  felicity  of  heaven. 
The  fir  ft  is  not  the  privilege  here  fecurcd  ;  for  it  is.  neceffary 
to  all>  goo4  and  bad  ;  la  him  we  all  live,  and  move,  and  have 
c*nr  toeing.  The,  vik(t  up*  oa  earth,  yea,  the  keefis  of  the 
field,  and  the  very  devils  in  hell,  are  always  in  this  prefence  of 
Qod,  bqt  i$  is  their  torment,  rather  than  their  privilege.  Tfe* 
l^ft  is  proper  ta  the  glorified  faints  and  angels.  Such  a  pro* 
f^ace embodied  (hints,  cannot  now  bear;  but  it  is  bis  fpecul 
gracious  pretence  which  is  made  over  and  fecured  to  them,  m 
t\ie  poveqaqt  tf  grace;  w4  this  prefence  frf  God  is  manifeAed 
tQ  them  t\yo  wa^ys  : 

1,  Internally,  by  the  Spirit. 
3.  £*terqally,  by  Providence, 
if  Internally,  by  the  Spirit  of  grace  dwelling  aodacHog  kk 
them,  this  is  a  choice  privilege  tq  them,  in  the  day  of  aiftiftion  : 
for  hereby  they  are  inftrnfted  and  taught  the  meaning  of  the 
rod,  Pfak  xciv.  «.  ••  Bleffed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chafieneft, 
**  and  teacheft  him  out  of  thy, law."  O  it  is  a  bleffed  thing  ta 
be  taught  fo  many  leffiw  by  the  rod,  as  the  Spirit  tcacheth 
them  !  Sorely  they  reckon  it  an  abundant  recompense  of  all 
that  they  fuffer.  **  It  is  good  for  me  that  1  have  been  afflicted, 
«'  that  I  might  learn  thy  itatiues,"  Ffalm  cxix.  71.  Yea,  he  re- 
frefhes  as  well  as  teaches,  and  no  cordials  revive  like  his.  "In 
**  the  multitude  of  the  thoughts  I  bad  within  me,  tby  com- 
««  forts  delight  my  ioul,"  J?ial.  x,civ.  19. 

Yea,  by  the  prefence  and  blefliog  of  his  Spirit,  our  afflic- 
tions are  (anltffied  to  fubdue  and  purge  out  our  corruptions. 
**  By  this  (hall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all 
*'  the  fruit  tQ  tal^e  away  ftp,"  Iia.  xxvii.  9.  Now,  if  a  men  be 
ioilru&ed,  in  the  ends  and  deiigus  of  the  rod,  refreshed  and 
comforted  under  every  ftripe  of  the  rod*  and  have  his  fins  roor* 
fied  and  purged  by  the  (an&ification,  of  the  Spirit  upon  bis  aff 
flicVions  ;  then  both  the  burdenfomenefs  and  bitternefs  of  his 
j*fflic^ions  are  removed,  and  healed  by  the  internal  prefence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  with  his  affli&ed  ones.    But, 

2.  Befides  this,  God  is  providentially  prefect  with  his  peo- 
ple, in  all  their  troubles,  in  a  more  external  way ;  ordering  all 
the  circamftaqces  6i  their  troubles  to  their  advantage.  He  or* 
<Jers  the  degree  and  extent  of  our  afflictions,  Hill  leaving  us 
lome  mercies  and  comforts  to  fupport  and  refrefh  us,  when  o* 
tters  are  cut  offl  tomeafure  doth  be  debate  with  his  covenanted 

Ssople,  flaying,  the  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  the  eaft-wiud, 
a.  xxvfl  g.    He  might  jqftly  finite  all  our  outward  comfc 
4&9M&  fo  that  afifc&ion  ibonld  opt.  rife  up  the  fecond 
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for  what  comfort  foever  hath  been  abufed  by  fin,  is  thereof 
forfeited  into  the  hand  of  judgment.  But  the  Lord  knows 
dor  inability  to  fuftain  fuch  ftrokes,  and  therefore  proportions 
them  to  our  ftrengtb.  We  hare  fome  living  relations  to  mini* 
Her  comfort  to  os  when  mourning  over  our  dead  :  He  makes 
sot  a  full  end  of  all  at  once.  Yea,  and  his  providence  fapports 
oar  frail  bodies,  enabling  them  to  endure  the  (hocks  and  itorms 
of  fo  many  aifBi&ions,  without  ruin.  Surely  there  is  as  much 
of  the  care  of  Providence  manifefted  in  this,  as  there  is  in  pre* 
ferving  poorcntzy  leaking  barks,  and  weather-beaten  veflels  at 
fea,  when  the  waves  not  only  cover  them,  but  break  into  them, 
and  they  are  ready  to  founder  m  the  midft  of  them. 

O  what  a  Angular  mercy  is  the  gracious  pretence  of  God  with 
men !  even  the  fpecial  prefence  of  that  God,  "  who  is  above 
"  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all,"  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks, 
Eph.  iv.  6.  Above  all,  in  majefty  and  dominion  ;  through  oB9 
in  his  moft  efficacious  providence ;  and  in  you  alt,  by  bis  grace 
and  Spirit.  As  he  is  above  all,  fo  he  is  able  to  command  any 
mercy  you  want,  with  a  word  of  his  mouth;  as  he  is  through 
all,  fo  he  mud  be  intimately  acquainted  with  all  yonr  wants, 
ftraits,  and,  fears ;  and  as  he  is  in  you  all,  fo  he  is  engaged  for 
your  fupport  and  fapply,  as  you  are  the  dear  members  of 
Chrift's  myftical  body. 

Objection.  But  methinks  I  hear  Gideon's  objeftion  rolled  into 
die  way  of  this  fovereign  confolation  :  "  If  God  be  with  us, 
*'  why  is  all  this  evil  befallen  us  ?" 

Solution,  All  what  ?  If  it  had  been  all  this  rebellion  and  rage 
againft  Go&,  all  this  apoftacy  and  revolting  more  and  more,  all 
this  contumacy  and  hardnefs  of  heart  under  the  rod ;  then  it 
bad  been  a  weighty  and  {tumbling  objection  indeed  :  but  to  fay, 
If  God  be  with  us,  why  are  all  thefe  chaftening  corrections  and 
temporal  croffes  befallen  us  ?  why  doth  he  finite  our  bodies, 
children,  or  cftates  ?  is  an  objection  no  way  fit  to  be  urged  by 
any  that  are  acquainted  with  the  fcripturcs,  or  the  nature  and 
tenor  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  Is  affli&ing  and  forfaking  aD 
one  with  yoq  ?  mud  God  needs  hate,  becaufe  hefcourgeth  you? 
I  qoelHon  whether  Satan  himfetf  hath  impudence  enough  tofet 
fuch  a  note  or  comment  upon  Heb.  x'ri.  6.  "  For  whom  the 
"  Lord  loveth,  he  chafteneth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom 
**  he  receiveth." 

No,  no,  Chrifltan,  it  is  not  a.chaftening  rod,  but  the  deny- 
ing of  fuch  a  favour,  and  fuffering  men  to  fin  with  impunity, 
and  go  oh  profperoufly  in  the  way  of  their  own  hearts,  that 
Jpeaks  a  rejs&ed  man,  as  the  next  words*  ver.  7.  inform  you* 
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ka  fKTnfever  loved  you  the 'better  for  your  profperity,  fo  yon 
day  be  confident  he  loves  you  never  the  Ids  for  your  adverfity : 
ind  will  not  this  dole  and  heal  the  wounds  made  by  afflt&ion  ? 
What,  not  fuch  a  promife  as  this,  1  v>tll  be  with  him  in  trouble* 
?ial.  xci,  15.  Will  not  fuch  a  prefence  revive  thee  ?  What  then 
ran  do  it  ?  Mofes  reckoned  that  a  wiidernefs  with  God,  was 
setter  than  a  Canaan  without  him..  "  If  thy  prefence  go  not 
[*  with  me,  (faith  he),  then  carry  us  not  hence/'  Exod.  xxxiiL 
1  g.  And  if  there  be  the  fpirit  of  a  Chriftian  in  thae,  and  God 
[hould  give  thee  thine  own  choice,  thou  wouldft  rather  chnfe  to 
be  to  the  midft  of  all  thefe  afflictions -with  thy  God,  than  back 
again  in  all  thy  profperity,  and  among  thy  children  and  former 
comforts,  without  him. 

Arg,  V.  As  this  covenant  adores  you  of  God's  gracious  and 
{pedal  prefence,  lo  it  fully  fecures  all  the  efientials  and  fubftan- 
tials  of  your  happinefs,  againft  all  hazards  and  contingencies  ; 
in  which  fecurity  lies  your  full  relief  and  complete  remedy  a- 
jjainft  all  your  troubles  for  the  lofs  of  other  things. 

There  be  two  forts  of  things  belonging  to  all  God's  people, 

1.  Eflentials. 

2.  Accidentals, 

i.  They  have  fome  things  which  are  eflential  to  their  happi- 
nefs ;  fuch  are  the  loving-kindnefs  of  God,  the  pardon  of  fin, 
Union  with  Chrift,  and  eternal  falvation.  And  they  have  other 
things  which  are  accidentals,  that  come  and  go,  live  and  die, 
without  affecting  or  altering  their  happineis ;  fuch  are  health, 
eftates,  children,  and  all  forts  of  relations  and  earthly  comforts; 
Thefe  are  to  our  happineis,  as  leaves  are  to  the  tree,  which  facte 
and  fall  away  without  endangering  the  tree ;  but  the  other  ai 
the  vital  fap,  without  which  it  withers  and  dies  at  the  very  root. 
Now,  if  it  can  be  made  out  that  the  covenant  fully  fecures  the' 
former ;  then  it  will  ftrongly  follow,  that  it  therein  abundantly 
relieves  us  under  all  our  forrows  for  the  latter  :  And  that  it 
doth  fo,  will  evidently  appear  by  reviewing  the  covenant,  where-* 
in  you  (hall  find  all  thefe  fubftantial  and  effemial  mercies  of 
believers,  fully  (ecured  againft  all  hazards  and  contingencies 
yrhatfoever. 

There  the  loving-kindnefs  of  God  is  (ecured  to  their  fouls, 
whatever  afflictions  he  lays  upon  their  bodies*    "  Neverthelcft 
"  my  loving-kindnefs  will  I  not  take  away,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  33.  ' 
And  their  pardon  is  as  fafe  as  the  favour  of  God  is ;  it  is  fafely 
locked  up  in  that  promiiv,    "  I  will  remember  their  fins  no 

more/'  Jer.  uutJL  34.    Yea,  heaven,  together  with  our  pets 
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fcverance  id  the  way  to  it,  are  both  put  oat  of  hazard  by  that 
in? aluable  promife,  "  They  (hall  never  perifti  neither  (hall  aty 
41  man  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand,"  John  x.  28. 

That  are  alt  the  efientials  of  a  believer's  happmeft  Sectored  In 
the  covenant ;  and  tbefe  being  fafe,  the  lo&  of  odier  enjoy- 
ments (hould  not  moch  affeft  or  woiiffld  them,  becaaie  if  be 
enjoy  them,  they  add  nothing  to  his  happiaefs *  and  if  he  fofe 
them,  he  is  (till  happy  in  God  without  them.  Add  this  un- 
riddles that  enigmatical  expreflion  of  the  apoftlt*  2  Cor.  vi.  10, 
41  As  having  nothing,  yet  pofleffing  all  things  :"  (L  *.)  the 
fubltraftion  of  all  external  things  cannot  make  os  naiferabJe, 
who  have  Chrift  for  our  portion,  and  all  our  hfcppi&els  emit 
in  him. 

If  a  man  travelling  on  the  road,  fall  into  the  hoods  of  thieves* 
who  rob  him  of  a  few  (hillings,  why  this  doth  not  osoeh  alFefl 
him  ;  for  thoogh  he  have  loft  his  fpending  money,  yet  his  (tod 
is  iafe  at  home,  and  his  eftate  fecurc,  which  will  yield  hitt 
more.  Or  if  a  man  has  been  at  court,  and  there  obtained  a 
pardon  for  his  life,  or  a  grant  of  a  thousand  pounds  per  mmum^ 
and  returning  home  (hoold  chance  to  lofe  his  gloves,  or  tii 
handkerchief,  fare  if  the  man  be  in  his  wits,  he  will  not  take 
on  or  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  thefe  trifles,  whiift  the  pardon 
or  grant  is  iafe.  Sorely  thele  things  are  not  worth  the  men' 
tioning. 

•  It  is  tree,  the  Ids  of  outward  and  earthly  things  atre  to  a  btf- 
Jiever  real  trials,  yet  they  are  but  feemkig  lofles  :  and  therefor* 
they  are  exprefled  in  the  aptiftle'*  phrafe,  with  a  tuifaoe*;  fi&&  1 
"  Aschafteaed,  and  not  killed;  as  (brrowfal,*  yet  always  re* 
*'  joking,"  2  Cor.  vi.  f>  And  if  yotir  loffes  be  but  as  it  were 
lodes,  your  forrows  (hould  be  Ink  as  it  were  forrows :  modi 
like  a  phyfic-frcknefs,  which  we  do  not  call  a  proper  ficknef% 
but  as  it  were  a  (icknefs,  becaiufe  it  conduceth  to  the  fuakh,  and 
not  to  the  hurt  of  the  perfon ;  as  all  God'*  medidnal  affliction* 
on  his  people  alfo  do. 

Indeed,  if  the  ftroke  of  God  were  at  our  fools,  to  cut  rfcem 
off  from  Chrift  and  heaved,  to  raze  our  names  out:  of  the  cent* 
aant,  or  revoke  the  pardoa  of  fin ;  then  we  had  caa£s  enough 
to  juftify  the  extremity  of  forrow ;  caufe  enough  to  weep  out 
our  eyes,  and  break  our  hearts  for  fuch  a  difffial  blow  as  that 
would  be.  But  Weflcd  be  God  you  (land  out  of  the  way  rf 
fuch  ftrokes  as  tbefe ;  let  God  ftrlke  round  about  you,  or  \tf 
bis  hand  upon  any  other  comforts  you  poflcfe  he- will  never  iraite 
you  ia  thefe  eflenttal  thiols,  which  U eertamlj  eiough  to  alh$ 
aad  relieve  all  your  ©the/  forcows. 


.  %£j  name  is  blotted  qui  of  the  earth,  but  Ml  it  n  Written  m 
l&eaveo.  God  hath  taken  my  only  ion  from  me,  but  he  hath 
given  his  only  800  for  me,  and  to  foe*  He  hath  broken  off  my 
hopes  a$d  expectations  as  to  this  world*  hot  my  hopes  of 
hcaveo  are  fixed,  <Ure,  and  immoveable  for  ever.  My  honfe 
*ad  heart  are  both  io  coofilfioo  and  great  disorder,  but  f 
have  ftill  aa  everlafting  covenant,  ordered  io  ail  things,  aod 
Jfure.  1  cannot  fay  my  fon  liveth,  bat  1  can  ftill  fay,  "  I  know 
"  that  my  Redeemer  livcthv  The  grafs  whhereth,  aod  the 
44  flower  fadeth ;  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  abidetfc  for  erer," 
Ha.xl.8.  .        \ 

Arg.  VI.  As  Ood  ftrikes  nooe  of  the  fobftaottal  mercies  of 
feis  covenant  people,  to  wheil  be  doth  finite  their  external  acci- 
dental comforts,  the  covenant  of  grace  atfures  them,  that  evert 
thoie  ftrokes  are  the  ftrokes  of  love,  and  not  wrath ;  the  Wounds 
x*i  a  friend,  and  not  of  an  enemy  ;  which  is  another  fiflgu&r 
irelief  to  the  afttded  foul. 

The  ttoft  frightful  thing  to  any  affliftioti,  is  the  riark  or cha- 
Vaftct;  of  God's  wrath  which  it  feems  to  bear  :  take  away  thatv 
mad  the  affliction  is  nothing,  "  O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  io  thine 
*'  anger,  neither  chaftco  me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure,"  PfaL  W; 
1  v  He  doth  dot  deprecate  the  rebiikes,  but  the  anger  of  God  ; 
toot  his  chaftening,  bdt  his  hot  difplealbre.  God's  anger  is 
much  more  terrible  than  his  rebuking,  and  his  hot  difpleafure 
titan  his  chaftening.  Therefore  he  iotrcats,  that  whatever 
God  did  to  htm  in  the  way  of  afftiftioo*  he  would  do  nothing 
In  the  way  of  Wrath ;  and  then  he  could  bear  atty  thing  frofk 
him.  A  mark  of  divine  anger  engraven  Upon  any  affliction* 
teakes  that  affliction  dreadful  to  a  gracious  foul. 

Bot  if  a  man  be  well  (atisfled,  that  whatever  angui&  there  be* 
yet  there  is  no  anger,  but  that  the  rod  is  in  the  hand  of  love ; 
O  how  it  eafes  the  fool,  and  lightens  the  burden  !  Now  this 
defircable  point  is  abundantly  cleared  in  the  covenant ;  where 
we  find  a  clear  confidence,  yea,  a  neceflary  connection  betwixt 
the  love  and  the  rod  of  God,  Pfal.  Ixxxix*  £i»  and  Hek  xn. 
tf .  Kay,  fo  rare  are  the  affections  of  the  faints  from  being 
marks  of  his  wrath,  that  they  are  the  fruits  and  evidences  of  his 
fatherly  love. 

"two  men  walking  through  the  ftteets,  fee  a  cotrtpany  of  boys 

fightiog,  one  of  them  fteps  forth,  atid  ftbgles  out  one  of  tbofe 

boys,  and  carries  him  home  to  correct  him  ;  whkh  of  the  tw*, 

think  you,  is  that  child's  father  ?     The  cafe  ftanding  thus  wfah 
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all  God'f  people,  forely  there  is  no  reafoo  for  their  defpondes- 

cies  whatever  their  afflictions  be. 

Arg.  Vll.  Laftly,  The  covenant  doth  not  only  difcover  the 
confidence  aod  connexion  betwixt  the  love  aod  the  rod  of  God, 
but  it  alio  gives  fall  iatisfaclion  to  the  faints,  that  whatsoever 
contemporary  mercy  they  are  deprived  of,  which  was  witba 
the  bond  of  the  covenant  when  they  enjoyed  it,  is  not  loft,  bat 
(hall  certainly  be  reftored  to  them  again  with  a  rich  improve' 
ment,  and  that  they  (hall  enjoy  it  again  to  all  eternity. 

What  a  rare  model  or  platform  of  confolatory  arguments 
hath  the.  apoftle  laid  down  to  antidote  our  immoderate  forrow, 
for  the  death  of  our  dear  relatives  which  died  interefted  in  Cbift 
and  the  covenant!  i,Theff.  iv.  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  iS.  "I 
"  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  then 
"  which  are  afleep,"  they  are  not  dead,  but  afleep.  Sleep  s 
but  a  parenthefis  to  the  labours  and  travels  of  this  life ;  aodk 
is  but  a  partial  privation,  not  of  the  habit,  but  a£ts  of  read, 
to  which,  upon  awaking,  the  foul  returns  again. N  Juft  fuch« 
thing  is  that  which  in  believers  is  commonly  called  death.  Ad 
we  do  not  ufe  to  be  wail"  our  friends,  becaufe  they  are  folks  a- 
fleep :  and  therefore  it  no  way  becomes  us  to  ibrrow  as  thole 
that  have  no  hope,  nor  to  look  upon  diem  as  loft  ; .  for  as  be 
ftrougly  argueth  and  concludeth  (ver.  14.)  their  reft  oration  to 
their  bodies,  yea,  and  to  our  enjoyment  again,  is  fully  fecored 
both  to  them  and  us  by  the  refurreclion  of  Jefus  from  the  dead. 
The  influence  of  his  refurre&iou  is  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah  com- 
pared to  the  morning-dew,  lfa.  xxvi.  19.  to  (hew  that  what 
virtue  there  is  in  the  morning-dew,  to  caufe  the  laognifliiog 
plants  of  the  earth  to  revive  and  flourifh,  thatt  and  much  matt, 
.there  is  in  the  refurre&ion  of  Cbrift,  to  revive  and  quicken  the 
dead  bodies  of  thefe  faints ;  their  bodies  (hall  be  reftored  bj 
virtue  of  the  warm  animating  dew  or  influence  of  bis  refar- 
reftion. 

Objection.  But  the  marvellous  change  which  the  refbrre&kn 
makes  upon  glorified  bodies,  and  the  long  (eparation- of  maa? 
ages  betwixt  us  and  them,  feems  to  make  it  impoflible  for  os  to 
know  them,  as  thoie  that  were  once  related  to  us  upon  earth; 
and,  if  fo,  then  that  comfort  which  resulted  from  them,  asm 
relation  to  us,  is  periled  with  them  at  death. 

Solution.  Whatever  change  the  refurrettion  (hall  make  oa 
their  bodies,  and  the  length  of  time  betwixt  bur  parting  with 
them  on  earth,  and  meeting  them  again  in  heaven  (ball  be; 
neither  the  one,  or  other  feem  ibfficient  to  deftroy-  the  grounds 
of  out  hope,  that  wc  (hall  know  them  to  be  the  very  perfoos 
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that  were  once  fp  dear  to  us  upoo  earth.  There  may  remain 
feme  lineament  or  property  ,of  inviduation,  whereby  the  acute 
glorified, eye  may  poffibly  difcover  who  they  were  ;  or  if  not, 
yet  none  can  doubt  hut  it  may  be  difcovered  to  us  by  revelation 
from  God  ;  and  that  one  way  or  other  it  will  be  difcovered,  15 
highly  probable,  becaufe  nothing  will  be  denied  to  that  perfedi 
ftate  which  may  contribute  to,  or  complete  the  joy  and  happi- 
nefs  thereof,  as  we  cannot  but  think  this  knowledge  will  do.  If 
Adam  knew  Eye  to  be  flefh  of  his  fletti,  and  bone  of  his  bone, 
in  the  ftate  of  innocence ;  and  if  the  appftles  knew  Mofes  and 
Elias  upon  the  mount,  yea,  if.  Dives  in  hell  knew  Abraham 
and  Lazarus  in  heaven  ;  fure  we  may  well  allow  that  knowledge 
to  the  glorified  faints  in  heaven,  which  we  find  in  the  ftate  of 
innocence,  or  in  the  finful  ftate  on  earth,  or  in  the  'ftate  of  the 
daigned  in  hell.  \ 

Aind  if  fo,  then  the  covenanted  parents  (hall  be  able  to  fay: 
in  that  day,  this  was  our  child  for  whom  we  prayed  and  travel- 
Jed  again,  till  Chrift  was  formed  in  him ;  this  is  he  whom  we 
educated  for  God,  and  trained  up  in  the  nurture  and  admoni- 
tion of  the  Lord  ;  and  now  we  fee  the  fruit  of  our  prayers, 
counfels,  catechifings ;  a  child  of  fo  many  prayers  perifhed  not. 
And  the  covenanted  child  (hall  fay, ,  this  was  my  pious  Father, 
who  took  fuch  ,care  for  my  foul ;  and  this  my  tender  mother, 
.who,  like  another  Monica,  was  zealoufly  concerned  for  my  eter- 
nal happinefs,  Triefe  are  they  that  fowed  fo  many  prayers, 
which  Qqd  gave  them  not  time  to  reap  the  fruits  of  on  earth, 
but  now  they  (hall  reap  the  fruit  and  comfort  of  them  for  ever. 
0  joyful  meeting  in  the  kingdom  of  God  1  The  joy  of  ftrch  a 
meeting  abundantly  recompenfes  for  ail  the  tears  and  groans  of 
a  dolorous  parting. 

Now,  put  all  this  together,  and  value  the  arguments  proda- 
ced  to  make  good  the  firft  thing  propounded,  namely,  the  fuffi- 
.ciency  of  the  covenant  to  rfelfeve  and  remedy  all  the  forrowsand 
loflesof  believers,  be  they  never  fo  many,  or  fo  great;  this 
cannot  be  doubted,  fince  it  hath  been  proved,  that  it  difarms 
;3ll  their  affliftions  of  the  only  fting  by  which  they  wound;  al- 
ters the  very  nature  and  property  of  their  affli&ions,  turning 
them  from  curies  into  Wettings;  ranks  and  difpojes  them  into 
their  proper  clafs  and  place  of  fervice,  fo  as  the  couofel  of  men 
and  angels  could  never  lay  them  better  to  our  advantage ;  en- 
gages the  gracious  and  fpecial  pre  fence  of  God  with  you  in  all 
your  troubles ;  fecures  all  your  efTential  and  fubftantial  mercies 
from  all  hazards  and  contingencies  ;  difcovers  a  confiftency,  yea, 
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i  coooe&ioh  betwixt  the  rod  and  the  love  of  Go*  ;  arid  /*#&*# 
jbu,  that  whatever  temporal  mercy  yon  ever  enjoyed,  in  and 
ty  virtue  of  the  covenant,  (hall  be  reflored  to  ycra  again  with 
An  admirable  unprovemeat,  aod  fiogoiar  advantage.  It  Is  by 
ill  this,  1  f  iy,  abundantly  proved,  that  the  covenant  is  a  few 
feign  and  e&ftoal  remedy  to  all  the  forrows  of  GkxjV  people; 
aod  that  it  was  no  hyperbole  io  David's  encomium,  when  he  cal- 
led it  hii  faivatiouy  and  alt  hie,  de/ir*.  Bat  ihen,s  as  1  hintci 
|>cfore. 

II.  \t  toofl  be  able  to  do  thefe  things  at  ail  times,  and  to  J 
&ges,  or  die  it  will  be  bat  a  temporary  relief  to  firtnt?  only,  and 
toot  to  alL  Now,  that  the  covenant  hath  this  ability  in  all  ages* 
aod  is  as  able  to.  relieve  ns  now,  as  h  was  to  relieve  David  la 
his  day,  folly  appears  by  the  epithet  given  it  in  thfc  text,  it  a 
an  EVERLASTING  COVENANT.  "  Yet  batd 
*■  he  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant." 

Time  is  the  meafure  of  other  things ;  bat  everlafiitfgnefi  k 
\ht  meafure  of  the  covenant.  When  the  Lord  efpoufeth  a  pro-, 
pie  to  himfelf  io  covenant,  **  he  betrothes  them  to.  hitnierf  for 
V  ever,"  Hof.  ii,  19.  And  from  that  day  forward  they  may  6t 
90  good  grounds,  "  This  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever; 
"  he  will  be  onr  guide  even  onto  death/'  as  it  is  in  Pfai.  xrvifl. 
14.  Nothing  in  nature  is  fo  firmly  eftabiifoed  as  the  covenant 
Is.  Hills  and  mountains  fiiall  fobnerftart  from  their  batfis  atrf 
•centre,  and  $y  like  wandering  atoms  up  and  down  in  tfte  airt 
'than  this  covenant  fhall  flait  from  its  fure  and  ftedfaft  found* 
tion,  Ifa.  liv.  iou  - 

The  cauies  and  ceajoas  of  the  immutability  of  the  new  co- 
tenant,  are, 

1.  The  unchangeable  pucpofe  6f  Cod,  wbu$  is  a  fdre  and 
{redraft  foundation,  2  Tim.  ii.  ?o.  ««  Nevertbelefs,  the  foooda- 
"  tion  of  God  ftaodeth  fare,  having  this  feai,  the  Lord  koowedi 
•*  them  that  are  Ms."*  The  fir  A  aft  of  God's  love  te  the  cm- 
tore,  is  that  by  which  he  chufeth  fucha  one  to  be  bis,  and  is 
therefor^  called  the  foundation  of  Godt  as  beipg  that  on  ^vhicB 
he  lays  tj^e  frpecftru&ure  of  all  other  mercies.  And  this  ftao4t 
fore,  tbere  can  be  yacplancy  or  flipperinefs  in  fuch  *  foundation; 
for  he  knows  ^fho  arq  hi* ;  he  knows  them  as  his  creatures,  and  , 
as  his  new -creatures  in  covenant  with  him ;  as  his  by  eleAioo, 
add  his  by  covenant-trapfa&ioo  ap4  conipaft.  The  pvrpofeof 
Vis  grace  before  time,  gave  beipg  to  the  covenant  of  grace  k 
time,  and  is  the  foundation  of  it. 

2,  The  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,  Is  that  which  ghres  ib>. 
PDutabiljty  tp  this  covenant.    Jt  ts  not  built  upon  works,  but 
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j|*fc&  t  "  tlfcrefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  grace  3  tot 
*  the  end  the  promife  might  before  to  all  the  feed,"  Rfcm.  is*, 
f6.  This  covenant  is  not  founded  as  the  firft  was,  upon  the  ra-» 
-table  and  taconftant  obedience  of  man,  but  upon  grace,  which 
•t  a  fteddy  and  firm  foundation  of  it 

3.    The  faretiftiip  of  Chrift  gives  evcrlafting  flabUity  to  thi* 
BOTeJunt,  Heb.  vii.  22.   "  He  was  made  *  the  furety  of  a,  bet- 
m   ter  teftaaent,"  or  covenant :    ForJw****  fignifcs  both ;   hf 
ftrvdc  hands,  or  engaged  himfelf  for  the  whole  cave&a&t,  a?<t 
Itrery  condition  in  it,  and  that  both  on  God's  part  and  om*  *  ft* 
W»<£ergQ  all  oar  ptoni(hmeiftts,  to  pay  all  our  debts,  and  te^  work 
$n  us  all  that  God  required  of  us  to  the  covenant  of  grace* 
Aad  aU  this  under  the  penalty  that  lay  opoo  us  to  hare  under* 
gone.     And  this  not  as  other  fureties,  who  enter  into  one  and 
the  fame  bond  with  the  principal,  fa  that  the  creditor  may  coma 
to  poo  which  he  will :  but  he  lays  all  upoa  Chrift,  and  relief 
Wholly  upon  him  for  fatUfaltioo,  knowing  he  was  able  to  per- 
form it  ;  and  fo  under  the  type  of  God's  covenant  with  David* 
Chrift  is  brought  in,  Pfal.  lxxxix.  19.  "  Thou  fpakeft  in  vi/ioa 
**  to  thy  holy  One,  and  faidft,  I  have  laid  help  on  one  who  is 
**  mighty  :"  f .  d.  I  Know  thy  ability,  my  Son*  thou  art  able  *> 
|>ay  me,  and  therefore  I  lay  all  upon  thee. 

It  fallows  firougly  from  what  hath  been  (aid,  that  the  virtue 
*>f  thf  otyrenqnt  decays  not  by  time,  as  other  things  do,  but  k 
is  at  this  day,  and  will  be  to  the  end  of  the  world,  as  potent 
nod  efficacious  a  relief  to  all  God's  people*  as  ever  it  was  to 
f>avid,  or  any  of  the  believers  of  the  firft  ages. 

And  if  fix,  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  itrongly  fupportiog, 
or. fweetly  relieving  in  fuch  a  changeable  world  than  this,  be 
bath  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant.  What  David  fpeaks 
of  the  natural  heaven*,  will  be  found  true,  of  things  over- 
spread and  covered  by  them,  ftaK  cii.  26,  27.  "  They  Aatt 
"  perifh,  but  thou  (halt  endure  '  and  all  of  them  (hall  wax  old 
*'  like  a  garment;  and  as  a  vefture  (halt  thou  change  them, 
"  and  they  (hall  be  changed.  But  thou  art  the  fame,  and  thy 
"  years  (hall  have  no  end."  The  creature  was,  and  is  not; 
but  my  covenant  God  is  the  fame ;  his  name  is  /  am,  and  hi* 
covenant  is  the  fame  that  ever  it  was;  which  is  the  fecood  pro- 
perty or  ingredient  of  this  complete  remedy  to  the  faints  affiic* 
4ions.  The  covenant  hath  not  only  all  -power,  virtue,  and  eifi- 
cacj  in  itfelf  to  relieve  a  diftrefled  Cbriftian,  but  it  hath  it  in 
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all  ages,  as  well  for  one  as  for  another.:  The  third  and  laft 
fellows,  namely, 

-  III.  That  it  is  a  fun  covenant :  So  David  ftiles  it  in  my 
text.  Tbe  certainty  of  the  covenant  is  the  glory  of  the  owe- 
mnt,  and  the  comfort  of  all  that  are  in  it.  The  certainty  of 
it  in  itfelf  is  paft  all  doabt,  by  what  hath  been  faid  before.  It 
is  certain  God  did  make  fuch  an  everlafting  covenant  with  his 
people  in  Chrift,  and  it  mod  remain  an  eternal  truth,  that  fach 
a  covenant  there  is  betwixt  God  and  them.  It  is  as  impoffihlc 
that  this  everlafting  covenant  (hould  not  be  made  with  them,  as 
it  is  impoffible  for  God  to  lie,  Heb.  vi.  i8.  If  he  might  make 
himfeif  not  to  have  covenanted  everlaftingly  with  them  when 
once  he  had  fo  covenanted,  fuch  a  fuppofition  would  deflroy 
tbe  foundation  of  all  faith  and  certainty,  and  overthrow  the 
apoftle's  coofequence  on  which  the  faith  and  comfort  of  bet 
Severs  is  built.  Nor  is  it  any  infringement  of  tbe  Almighty 
power,  to  fay,  God  himfeif  cannot  do  that  which  implies  a  phis 
contredi&ieo,  as  faftum  infeSium  redder e,  to  make  that  which 
was  done,  not  to  be  done.  s 

But  of  this  there  is  no  doubt ;  it  is  a  fare  covenant  in  itfelf. 
That  which  makes  to  my  porpofe  here,  is.  to  prove  it  capable  of 
perfonal  feenrity  arid  certainty  to  us.  David  had, '  and  all  tbt 
federate?,  as  well  as  he,  may  have  a  fubje&ive  or  perfonal  cer- 
tainty alio.  He  fpeaks  categorically  and  pofitively  in  {he  text, 
"  Yet  hath  he  made  [with  me]  an  everlafting  covenant." 

Objection.  If  it  be  (aid,  he  might  have  a  perfonal  certainty  of 
it,  becaule  it  was  revealed  to  him  in  an  extraordinary  way  by 
the  prophet  Nathan,  2  Sdtn..vii.  ia,  13,  14.  and  ixowrf- 
naria  non.  currunt  m  exemplum*  ibis  was  a  peculiar,  favour, 
which  we  may  not  expeft* 

Solution.  I  reply,  and  why  may  sot  we  know  it  with  bs  foil 
a  certainty  to  whom  God  is  plea  fed  to  make  it  known  in  his  or- 
dinary way  ?  Think  you  his  word  and  Spirit  cannot  ratify  it  as 
fully  and  firmly  to  our  ibuls,  as  Nathan's  difcovery  of  it  did  ta 
J>jvid's  fool  ?  God  give  me  but  fuch  a  feal  of  it  in  bis  ordinal? 
method  and  way  of  confirmation,  and  1  will  defire  no  more  of 
him  in  f his  world  for  my  relief  and  comfort,  whatever  afflic- 
tions it  fhall  pleafe  him  to  lay  upon  me. 

And  thus  you  fee  all  the  properties  of  a  complete  remedy  ia 
•the  covenant,  and  of  it  every  believer  may  fay,  "  This  is  all 
"  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire,  though  he  make  not  my  hoofp 
"  to  grow.^  And  now  what  hinders,  but  that  all  God's  afflic- 
ted ihould  fay  from  henceforth,  *\Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my 
44  foul,  for  the  Lord  h&th  dealt  bountifully  with  thee,"  P&I* 
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btvi.  7.  I  have  all  the  defires  of  my  heart  in  the  covenant  of 
Sod,  though  he  take  away  the  defirc  of  mine  eyes  upon  earth 
frith  his  ftroke.  In  this  covenant  my  foul  is  at  reft,  and  my 
rery  heart  is  centred:  No*  affliction  can  be  great  enough  to 
Blake  the  confolations  of  the  Almighty  feem  finall  in  mine  eyes, 
Worldly  forrows  may  fwallow  up  worldly  comforts,  hot  (K> 
Ibrrows  upon  earth  can  lwallow  qp  the  confolations  of  the  co^ 
reliant. 

I  know  many  Chriftians  droop  and  are  deje&ed  under  the 
rod,  notwiihftanding  fuch  fovereign  cordials  are  prepared  for 
them  in  the  covenant ;  but  this  is  not  for  want  of  efficacy  in 
the  covenant,  but  for  want  of  faith  to  clear  their  interelt,  and 
draw  forth  the  virtue  of  it  to  their  relief.  Some  are  ignorant 
of  their  privileges,  and  others  diffident  about  their  intereQ.  It 
is  with  many  of  God's  children,  as  it  is  with  our  children  in 
their  infancy,  they  know  not  their  father,  nor  the  inheritance 
they  are  born  onto. 

That  which  remains,  is  the  improvement  of  this  troth  to  our 
aftnai  comfort  and  relief  in  the  day  of  trouble.    And  this  I 
ftull  aflift  yon  in,  as  Cod  (hall  ailift  me,  by  way  of, 
1.  Information* 
a.  Exhortation.  ,  ,  >      . 

3.  Examination,  and 

4.  Confolation. 

U  S  E  1 .   For  information,  in  three  corollaries. 

Corollary  i.  By  what  bath  t>een  dilcourfed  from  this  text,  it 
appears,  That  Cod  governs  the  fpiritual  part  tf  the  world  hy 
faith,  and  not  by  fenfe.  He*  will  have  them  Jive  upon  his  cove- 
nant and  promifes,  and  fetch  their  relief  and  comfort  thence  t  un- 
der all  their  forrows  and  diftrejfes  in  this  life. 

God  never  intended  temporal  things  for  his  people's  portion, 
therefore  from  them  they  muft  not  cxpeft  their  relief  in  times 
of  trouble.  He  will  have  us  read  his  love  to  us  by  thing$  with- 
in ns,  not  by  things  without  us.  He  hath  other  ways  of  ex<* 
preffing  his  love  to  his  people,  than  by  the  fmiles  of  his  provi- 
dence upon  them.  How  would  earthly  things  be  overvalued  and 
idolized,  if  befides  their  convenience  to  our  bodies,  they  fltould 
be  the  marks  and  evidences  of  God's  love  to  our  fouls  I  A 
Chriftian  is  to  value  himfelt  as  the  merchant,  or  the  hu (band- 
man  doth.  The  merchant  values  himielf  by  his  bills  apd  goods 
abroad,  not  by  the  ready  cafli  that  ties  by  him.  And  the  huf- 
.  bandman  by  his  deeds  and  leafes,  and  fo  many  acres  of  corn  he 
htth  in  tjie  groftnd,  and  knows  he  hath  a  good  eftate,  though 
fometimes  he  be  not  able  to  command  twenty  (hillings.    Cha- 
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fMan,  thy  eftate  alfo  lies  in  good  promifes,  and  naw-covefiaM* 
fecurities,  whether  thou  haft  more  or  left  of  earthly  confomk 
thy  hands. 

Every  creature  feeds  according  to  Its  nature ;  die  fame  pkat 
affords  food  to  feveral  forts  of  creatures :  The  bee  feeds  upat 
the  flower,  the  (beep  npon  the  branch,  the  bird  upon  the  fc*d> 
and  the  fwine  upon  the  root.  One  cannot  live  npon  what  the 
other  doth.  So  it  is  here  :  A  Chriftiaa  can  feed  apon  the  p* 
raffes,  and  make  a  fweet  meal  upon  the  covenant,  which  ti* 
carnal  mind  cannot  rellfli.  "  The  life  that  I  now  live,  I  lift 
«'  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God ;"  faith  the  apoate,  Gal,  a. 

This  h  that  myfterious  and  excellent  life  of  faith,  and  the 
fed  of  trne  Chriftianity,  to  relieve  oarfelves  by  our  hopes  of 
things  to  come,  agaiaft  prefect  evils  ;  to  balance  the  forrow 
and  loffes  of  this  life,  with  the  promifea  and  expectations  of  d* 
next.  Thns  did  the  renowned  believers  of  the  firft  age ;  when- 
ever they  felt  a  pang  or  qualm  apon  their  hearts,  under  their 
trials  and  forrows  from  the  world,  they  would  prefeatty  ran  a 
thsir  cordial,  the  promifes,  and,  by  faith,  from  thence  wooli 
refresh  and  invigorate  their  fouls  with  new  life  and  power* 
"  We  faint  not,  whiHl  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  art 
%t  fecn,  for  they  are  temporal ;  but  at  the  things  which  arc  oot 
u  feen,  for  they  arc  eternal/'  2  Cor.  iv.  id,  1?,  iiL  And  trv 
)y  fe  mnft  we  alfo,  when  our  hearts  are  feint  within  as  in  day* 
of  affiiftioo,  or  oar  fpirits  will  fail,  and  we  (hall  go  away  ina 
faint  fit  of  defpoadency. 

Corol.  2.  Learn  hence  the  fovereign  efficacy  of  the  <&ora\  art 
tohdt  a  choke  privilege  it  is  to  have  the/e  Uvtfy  oracles  of  Gd* 
our  hands,  in  a  day  of  difirefs  and  trouble* 

It  is  00  ordinary  mercy  to  be  bora  in  a  land  of  Bibles  and 
mrnifters ;  to  have  thefe  choice  ftipports  and  reliefs  at  hand,  a 
ait  our  fainting  hoars.  "  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  affliction,  far 
**  thy  word  hath  quickened  me,"  Pfal.  cxix,  50.  It  was  so 
Jraall  mercy  gained  by  the  reformation,  that  it  put  the  oradesrf 
God  into  oar  hands.  It  affords  ns  many  cordials  for  the  ftp* 
port  of  our  fouls.  For  this,  among  other  great  and  excelled 
afes,  the  fcriptures  were  written,  "  That  we,  throagh  patieocf* 
•*  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures,  might  have  hope,"  Rom  1* 
4*  In  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  a  feated  book  ;  WefsGod 
It  is  not  fo  to  you.  All  creature-comforts  have  a  doable  dcttft, 
they  are  neither,  fuitable  nor  durable  5  but  the  word  is  fo. 
Compare  the  arguments  that  hav*  been  urged  from  the  coft- 
nant,  with  fuch  as  thefe*  It  is  in  vain  to  trouble  owfidves  aboH 
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Mbat  we  cannot  help :  We  are  not  alone  in  trotiijle,  others  have 
blaeir  loflls  and  afflictions  as  well  as  we.  .  Alas!  what  dry  and 
Ineffectual  comforts  are  thefe  1  they  penetrate  Dot  the  heart,  a* 
pardon  of  fin,  peace  with  God*  and  ianftification  of  troubles 
to  our  falvatibn  do; 

And  do  kfs  is  the  mercy  of  «n  able  Mew-teftattent  miniftry> 
tai  open,  apply,  and  inculcate  the  confoktio&s  of  the  fcriptures* 
%0  be  efteemed.  It  is  nb  common  favptir  to  the  affli<^ed  foul$ 
to  have  with  or  Dear  him  ail  "  Interpreter,  one  antong  a  thou* 
:**  fand,  to  ftiew  Unto  him  his  tiprightnefs,*'  Job  xx&iiu  23*  O 
England,  prifce  and  improve  theie  toereies,  and  provoke  not  thy 
God  to  bereave  thee  of  them.     x 

I  cao  find  do  Inch  tenement  made  of  the  gofpel  anci  mini* 
ttry  upon  any  place  or  people,  bnt  that  God  may  remove  both 
tlpon  their  abttfe  of  them  ;  and  if  he  do>  fad  Will  the  cafe  of 
4Toch  a  people  be,  efpecially  when  a  day  of  diftrefs  afld  trouble 
ihall  be  Upon  them.  It  is  (ad  to  be  in  a  ftorm  at  fea,  without 
ja  cariipafs  or  pilot  to  direct  and  advife  the  diftreited  paiiengerfe 
Much  fo  is  the  cafe  of  the  affliflfcd,  when  deprived  of  the  word 
and  miniftry.  •  v 

Let  it  therefore  be  your  tare  to  bide  the  word  in  yottr  hearts* 
and  get  the  teachings  of  the  Spirit  j  that  whatever  changes  of 
providence  be  upon  the  world,  yott  may  have  the  light  and 
comfort  of  the  fcriptures  to  dire&  and  cheer  your  foels.  Saoc^ 
tificationis  the  writing  of  God's  law  in  yoor  hearts  ;  and  what 
Is  written  there  is  fecure  and  fafe*  The  word  within  yon  & 
more  fecure,  Tweet,  and  effectual,  than  the  word  without  you* 
Jerom  faith  of  Nepotianus,  that  by  long  and  aifiduous  medita- 
tion of  the  fcriptures,  his  bread  was  at  iaft  become  the  library 
of  Chrift.     0  that  the  bread  of  every  Chriftian  were  fo  too* 

Coroh  3:  How  fad  and  deplorably  miferahle  is  their  condition* 
*&ho  have  no  title  to>  nor  tomfort  from  the  covenant  ofG*d%  when. 
a  day  of  affliStum  and  great  diftrefs  is  upon  them  I 

Unrelieved  miferies  are  the  moA  intolerable  miferies.  To  be 
over- weighed  with  troubles  on  earth,  and  want  fupport  and 
comfort  from  heaven,  is  a  difinal  (late  indeed  %  yet  this  fe  the 
cafe  of  multitudes  in  the  world,  if  a  believer  be  In  trouble,, 
his  God  bears  his  burden  for  him*  yea,  he  bears  up  him  and 
his  burden  too  ;  but  he  that  hath  no  covenanr-intereft  in  God, 
mud  fay  as  it  is,  Jcr.  x.  19.  "  This  is  my  affliction,  and  I  alooe 
"  muft  bear  it.*  . 

There  are  but  two  ways -they  can  take  for  relief,  either  to 
divert  their  troubles  by  that  which  will  inflame  them,  or  reft 
Vol.  Vtf.        "     ,       H  h  h 
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their  hardened  fpirits  upon  that  which  will  fail  them.  To  rati 
to  the  taverA  or  ale-houfe,  inftead  of  the  ciofet,  is  to  quench 
the  fire  by  pouring  on  oil ;  and  to  run  from  one  creature  which 
is  fmitten  and  withered,  to  another  which  fliil  continues  with 
us,  is  to  lean  upon  a  broken  reed,  whidh  not  only  deceives  iff, 
but  wounds  and  pierceth  us  What  a  miferable  plight  was  Sail 
in,  and  how  doleful  was  his  cry  and  complaint  to  Sarood,  1 
1  Sam.  xxviii.  15.  "  lam  fore  diftreffed,  for  the  PhiJiftiort 
*•  make  war  againft  me,  and  God  is  departed  from  me,  and  an- 
"  fwereth  me  no  more."  Heaven  and  earth  foriook  him  at 
Reader,  if  this  be  thy  cafe,  I  adviie  thee  to  reft  00  longer  in 
fo  miferable  a  condition.  Thy  very  diflreis  kerns  by  an  tappj , 
neceffity  to  put  thee  upon  God,  and  drive  thee  to  him  for  ie- 
fuge  ;  and  it  feems  to  be  the  very  aim  and  defign  of  God  ia 
blading  all  thy  earthly  comforts,  to  neceffitate  thee  to  come  tor 
him,  which  thou  wouldft  never  be  perfuaded  to  do,  whillt 
thou  hadft  any  creature-prop  to  flay  and  reft  upon.  And  think 
not  that  thou  (haft  be  rejected,  becaufe  thou  art  brought  by  a 
plain  neceffity  to  him  ;  come  fmcerely,  and  thou  (halt  not  be 
upbraided,,  becaufe  a  neceffity  threw  tbee  upon  htm. 
.  US  E  If.  Seeing  then  that  the  covenant  of  God  is  the  great 
relief  and  fupportof  all  his  afflicted  people,  let  the  afflicted  loot 
g6  to  this  bteiTed  covenant ;  fludy  and  apply  it  id  all  diflrt/fo. 
It  is  in  itfelf  a  fovereign  cordial,  able  to  revive  a  gracious  fpirit 
at  the  loweft  ebb ;  but  then  it  onto  ft  be  fludied  and  applied,  or 
it  will  never  give  forth  its  confolations  to  our  refrefhment.  Ex- 
treme forrows  are  apt  to  deafen  our  ears  to  all  voices  of  comfort. 
The  loud  cries  of  affliction  too  often  drown  the  fweet  (till  voice 
*of  fpiritual  confutation  •  but  either  here  or  no  where  our  redreS 
is  to  be  found.  Why  feek  we  the  living  among  the  dead/ 
Comfort  from  things  that  cannot  yield  it  ?  The  covenant  can 
difcover  two  things  which  are  able  to  pacify  the  moil  difom- 
pofed  heart,  viz. 

•,  as?  }  *  -*•. 

1.  It  will  difcover  to  qs  the  good  of  affliction,  and  fo  reffif) 
our  miftaken  judgments  about  it.  God  is  not. undoing,  but  con* 
fulting  our  intereft  and  happinefs  in  all  thefe  difpenfatioos. 
It  will  fatisfy  us,  that  in  all  thefe  things  he  doth  no  more 
than  what  we  ourfelves  allow  and  approve  in  other  cafe?.  1* 
is  not  merely  from  his  pleafure,  but  for  oar  profit,  that  thei 
breaches  are  made  upon  our  families  and  comforts,  Heb.  xii.  »<>• 
/Who  blames  the  mariner  for  caftiog  the  goods  oyer -board  w 
iave  ihip  and  life  1a  a  florin  ?  or  the  iurgcoo  for  lancingi  J^ 


applied  tp  affli&ed  Saints.   '  427 

ir.  trotting  off  a  leg  or  arm  to  preferve  the  life,  of  his  parent  ? 
«r.  £bldiers  for  burning  or  beating  down  the  fuburbs,  to  fave  the 
Sty  in  a  ficgt  ?  And  why  muft  God  only  be  cenfared,  for  cut* 
iag  ofFnhofe  things  from  us  which  he  knows  will  hazard  us  in 
the  day  of  temptation  ?  He  fees  the  lefs  we  have  of  entangle* 
merit,  the  more  promptnefs  and  fitnefs  we  (hall  have  to  go 
through  the  trials  that  are  coming  upon  us  ;  and  that  all  the 
comforts  he  cuts  off  from  our  bodies,  are  for  the  profit  and  ad? 
eantae  of  our  fouls. 

2.  Here  you  gain  a  fight  not  only  of  the  good  of  affliftion, 
but  alio  of  the  comfortable  end  and  iffiie  of  affliftion.  This 
cloudy  and  ftormy  morning  will  wind  up  in  a  ferene  and  pleafaut 
evening.  There  is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt  our  meeting  with 
;affii<fHon$,  and  our  parting  from  them,  "  You  have  heard  of  , 
**  the  patience  of  Job,  and  bive  fecu  the  end  of  the  Lord."  O 
.get  but  Job's  fpirit  under  affli&ion,  and  you  may/ee  as  happy 
jsm  end  of  them  .as  he  did. 

Had  Naomi  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord  in  taking  away  her  huf- 
t>and,  and  ftarviug  her  out  of  Moab,  (he  wduld  not  have 
changed  her  name,  or  (aid  the  Lord  had  dealt  bitterly  with  her, 
in  grafting  her  daughter  by  that  providence  into  the  noble  line, 
out  of  which  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was  to  rife ;  and  could 
you  but  fee  that  good  in  order  to  which  all  this  train  of  trou- 
bles is  laid/  you  would  not  murmur  or  defpond  as  you  do. 

Objc&im  1 .  O  but  this  is  a  grievous  ftroke ;  God  hath  fmit- 
ten  me  in  the  apple  of  mine  eye,  and  written  bitter  things  a- 
gainft  me.  No  forrow  is  like  my  forrow ;  it  is  a  mourning  for 
an  only  fon  ;  I  have  loft  all  in  one. 

Solution  1.  You  can  never  lofe  all  in  one,  except  that  one  be 
Chrift  ;  and  he  being  ypur's  in  covenant,  can  never  be  loft.  But 
your  meaning  is,  you  have  loft  all  of  that  kind  in  one,  no  more 
-  fox&  $0  build  up  your  houfe,  and  continue  your  name. 

?f  Put  yet  religion  will  not  allow  you  to  fay  that  your  dead 
children  are  a  loft  generation.    Praemittuntur,  non  amittuntur  : 
-  They  are  fent  before,  but  not  loft.     For  they  are  a  covenant- 
feed,   by  yclU  dedicated  to  the  Lord  :    They  were  children  of 
many  prayers  ;    a  great  ftock  of  prayers  was  laid  up  for  them ; 
.  in  them  alfo  you,  and  all  that  knew  them,  difcerned  a  teachable 
fpirit,  pious  inclinations,  and  confdence  of  fecrct  duties,  feme 
good  things  towards  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  as  was  faid  of 
•  young  Abijah,  i- Kings  xiy.  13.    So  that  you  parted  from  them 
upon  far  eafier  terms  than  good  David  parted  from  bis  Amnon, 
^bfalom,  or  Adonijah,  who  died  in  their  fins  and  open  rebel* 
H  h  h  z      ' 
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lions.  There  was  a  fling  in  his  troubles  which  ym  fed  not? 
and  if  he  comforted  himlelf,  notwithflandiug,  |o  the  awentat 
of  his  God,  in  this  refpett  yon  may  much  more. 

Okjett.  2.  O  but  my  foa  was  cnt  off  in  the  very  bnd,  juft  whet 
the  fruits  of  cdncatioo  were  ready  to  difclofe  acid  open. 

A?/.  Let  not  that  confideration  (o  inceqfe  yonr  farrows;  God 
knows  the  fitted  time  both  to  give  apd  to  take  oi*r  comforts; 
f»d  feeing  you  have  good  grounds  to  hope  yonr  child  died  in* 
refted  in  the  covenant  of  God,  yon  have  the  lefs  rcafop  to  s> 
jilt  upon  that  afflicting  circumftance  pf  an  immatvre  death.  He 
that  diet  in  Chrift,  hath  lived  long  enpagb  both  far  biarielf  a»4 
lis.  That  mariner  haih  failed  long  enough  that  hath  gaiacd 
his  port ;  and  that  foidier  fought  long  enough  that  hath  fta 
the  victory ;  and  that  child  lived  long  enough,  that  hath  wm 
heaven,  how  early  feever  he  died.  ' 

Befide,  the  (boner  he  died,  the  lefs  fin  he,  hath  committed, 
and  the  lefs  mtiery  he  faw  and  felt  in  this  wretched  world,  whack 
We  are  left  to  behold  and  feel.  And  it  is  bpt  a  vanity  to  ima- 
gine that  the  parting  pull  with  him  would  have  been  eatier,  i 
the  enjoyment  pf  him  had  been  logger :  For  the  kmg  enjoy- 
ment of  defireable  comforts  doth  not  ufe  to  weake?,  &pt  aboo- 
«lantly  to  ftreagthen  and  fatten  the  ties  of  affeAioa. 

Submit  your  reafoa  therefore,  as  is  meet,  co  the  wiflom  of 
pod,  who  certainty  chofe  the  fitteft  feafon  for  this  affiiclioo. 

0  but, — t— No  more  bnts  and  objections,,  I  befeech  yon. 
Enough  hath  been  offered  from  the  covenant  of  your  God,  to 
filence  all  your  objections,  and  to  give  yen  the  eafe  and  plea- 
lure  of  a  refigned  will.  And  what  are  all  our  buts  and  objec- 
tions, but  a  (purning  at  divine  fovereigttty,  and  the  tbruftifig 
in  the  affilrion  deeper  into  yo^r  own  hearts,  which  are  wouaA" 
fd  but  too  deep  already  I 

1  perfuade  ypu  not  to  put  off,  but  to  regulate  natural  ac- 
tions :  To  be  without  them,  would  defervedly  rank  us  amoog 
t^he  worft  of  heathen? ;  but  rightly  to  bound  and  manage  thea, 
would  fet  you  among  the  b^eft  pf  Cbriftians. 

I  cannot  imagine  what  eafe  or  advantage  hply  *  Bafil  gaiaed 
hj  ftich  a  particular  apd  heart-piercing  account,  a§  he  gave  of  i 
like  affliction  with  this  ;  nor  to  what  purpofe  it  can  be  to  yea, 
to  recai  and  recount  thpfe  things  ^hich  only  incenfe  and  aggra- 
vate your  troubles :  Dpubtlefe,  your  better  way  were  to  torn 
your  thoughts  from  fuch  fubjegls  as  thefe  ;   to  your  God  in  car 

*.  I  once  had  a  (on  (faql  he),  who,  WM  a  young  man*  my  only  fuc* 
fe/Tor,  the  lolace  of  my  age,  the  glory  of  his  kind,  the  prop  of  my 
fan>\ly,  arrived  to  the  endearing  age,  !&{.        *     * 
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fteaaxtt,  *s  David  in  the  text  did,  and  to  recount  the  many  great 
pod  ioeftimaWe  mercies  that  are  fccured  to  yon  therein ;  which 
death  (hall  never  finite*  or  cut  off  from  you,  as  it  doth  your 
-ffrther^  enjoyments, 

<guc/l*  But  yet  unlefs  we  can  in  fame  meafore  clear  our  cor$- 
fiaut-mtereft,  all  thefe  excellent  cordials  prepared,  will  figaifjr 
uo  more  to  our  relief,  than  water  fpilt  upon  the  ground  j  Help 
w»  therefore  to  do  that,  or  elfe  ail  that  bath  been  faid  is  in  vain? 
{iow  may  a  perfoo  difcern  bis  covenant-right  and  intereA  ? 

utnfv  Tbffe  indeed  is  worthy  of  all  cod  fide  ration,  and  de- 
serves a  feriqus  anfwer,  foiafinuch  as  it  is  fundamental  U>  your 
comfort,  and  all  aftual  refrefl&ment  in  times  of  trouble ;  and 
-will  bring  us  to  tbe  »e*t  ufe,  which  is  for  trial  of  our  covcfca&t 
SmtereR. 

U  S  M  III.  The  great  queftion  to  be  decided,  is,  whether  God 
,  |^e  dor  covena&t«God#  aod  we  his  people  ?    A  queftion  of  the 
pioft  ioiemn  nature,  and  fuch  as  requires  awful  attention. 

We  canoqt  expeel  iatisfa&ion  in  this  matter  by  fuch  an  ex- 
traordinary way  as  David  had  U,  but  we  Qiay  know  it  by, 
Fipfi,  Our  coven^st-engageinent*. 
Secondly,  Our  covenant^inipreffions, 
Thirdly,  Our  covenant-conversations. 
firji,  By  our  covenant-engagements,  or  dedications  of  our- 
felves  to  God ;   fcmettmes  called  pur  joining  our/elves  to  the 
Lord,  Zech.  ii.  1 1.  our  yielding  ourfelves  to  him,  Rom,  vi.  19. 
pur  giving  ourfelves  to  him,  2  Cor.  viii.  5.    The  foul  that  freely 
and  deliberately  contents  to  take  or  chufe  the  Lord  to  be  his  God, 
may  warrantably  conclude  the  Lord  hath  taken  or  chofen  hia*: 
.for  our  choice  of  God  is  but  the  refult  of  his  choice  of  us, 
John  xv.  16.   "You  have  not  chofen  me,  but  I  have  chofen 
*'  you ;"  (L  e.)  you  could  never  have  chofen  me,  but  in  con- 
iequence  to,  and  by  virtue  of  my  fir  ft  choice  of  you. 

Well  then,  let  it  be  ferioufly  considered,  whether  you  have 
.^uly  confented  to  take  the  Lord  for  your  God,  and  Chrifl  for 
jour  Redeemer.    This  includes  two  things  in  it.   . 

j.  Your  relinquHhing  of  all  things  inconfiftent  with  him. 
2.  Your  acceptation  of  all  that  promotes  the  glory  and  fenj®y- 
.  jaent  of  him. 

1.  Your  reiinquifhing  of  all  things  that  are  inconfiftent  with 

>  an  iatereft  in  him.     Except  we  let  thefe  go,  God  cannot  be  our 

(rod,  nor  Chrift  our  Redeemer.    The  things  to  be  relincjuifo- 

ed  for  Chrift  are,  in  fhort,  both  our  Jinfui,  and  our  righteous 

Mtf:    Sinful-felf  mult  be  difclaimed  and  renounced  :    F$r  we 

fannot  be  tbe  fervants  of  fin,  and  the  fcrvants  of  Cbrift  too, 
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Rom.  vi.  14,  18.  And  righteous-fclf  muft  be  renounced  aUb» 
or  we  can  have  no  part  or  intereft  in  his  righteouinefs,  Rom.  x. 
3.  Thefe  are  two  difficult  points  of  felf- denial,  to  part  with 
every  beloved  luft,  and  to  give  up  our  own  righteoolocfs. 
Thoufands  chufe  rather  to  be  damned  for  ever,  than  to  do  ei- 
ther of  thefe. 

2.  Tour  acceptance  and  embracing  of  all  things  that  promote 
his  glory,  and  further  the  enjoyment  of  him.  As  all  the  pain- 
ful ways  of  duty,  hearing,  praying,  meditating,  and  ail  tins 
with  the  intention  of  the  inner-man,  and  offering  up  of  the 
fool  to  God  in  thefe  duties ;  and  the  more  painful  ways  of  {of- 
fering for  God,'  and  enduring  all  lofles,  reproaches,  torment*, 
•and* death  for  him,  if  his  glory  requires  it,  and  yon  maybe 
thereunto  called.  All  this  is  included  in  your  chufing  God  to 
be  your  God.  And  upon  our  underftanding  and  free  coofeot, 
and  fealing  to  thefe  articles,  we  have  right  to  call  bim  our  God. 
Matth.  xxi,  24.  "  Jf  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  <fc 
**  ny  himfclf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  me."  Now, 
have  yon  oonfidered  the  terms  of  the  covenant,  weighed  and 
balanced  all  the  conveniences  and  inconveniencies  of  godlinefs, 
and  then  determined  for  Chrift  and  holinefs,  let  the  coft  be  what 
it  will ;  then  you  have  chofen  him  aright  for  your  God.  Maaj 
think  thcy;  have  chofen  God  for  their  God,  that  never  «nder- 
flood  or  deliberated  thefe  terms.  Bur  nan  cortjentit,  quim 
fentii :  He  that  neither  knows  nor  ponders  them,  is  not  capable 
of  giving  a  due  confent. 

Secondly,  Vfc  may  difcern  of  r  covenant-intereft,  in  the  c* 
venant-impreffions  that  are  made  upon  our  fouls.  AU  God's 
covenant-people  have  a  double  mark  or  impreffion  made  upoi 
them,  viz. 

1.  Upon  their  minds* 

1.  Upon  their  hearts. 

1.  Upon  their  minds,  in  a  more 'fpiritua!  and  efficacious 
knowledge  of  God,  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  "They  (hall  ail  know  me, 
€f  from  the  greateft  of  them,  even  to  the  lead  of  them."  This 
knowledge  is  faid  to  be  given,  not  acquired  by  mere  flrength  of 
natural  abilities  and  human  aids  ;  and  given  as  in  the  facetf 
Chrift,  not  by  the  footftt  ps  of  the  creatures  only,  as  he  fpeak* 
2  Cor.  ir,  6.  It  is  the  choice  teaching  of  the  anointing,  1  ]<&* 
ii.  27.  A  knowledge  fprtnging.  from  inward  experience  and 
fpiritual  fenfe  ;  as  we  know  the  fweetnefs  of  honey  by  taftiofr 
better  than  by  all  the  defcriptions  and  reports  that  can  be  made 
of  it. 

2.  Upon  their  hearts,  in  that  gracious  tendernefs  and  wAm 
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tags  df  it  for  Kin,  or  the  difcoveries  of  free-grace  in  the  pardon 
rf  it.  So  you  read  in  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  "  A  new  heart  alfo 
**  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  ipirit  will  i  put  within  you,  and 
KC  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefti,  and  I  will 
**    give  you  an  heart  of  flefh." 

«>  It  is  as  eafy  to  melt  the  obdurate  rocks  into  fweet  fyrup,  as  it 
is  to  melt  the  natural  heart  into  a  penitential  and  tender  melting 
for  fin ;  but  now  there  is  a  principle  or  habit  of  tendernefs  im- 
planted in  the  foul,  whereby  it  is  difpofed  and  inclined  to  relent 
and  thaw  irigeniioufty  upon  any  juft  occafion. 

Thirdly,  Our  covenant-in  tereft  may  be  evinced  in  and  by 
our  covenant-converfations.  All  the  knowledge  which  is  com* 
fnunicated  to  our  minds,  and  all  the  tendernefs  given  to  our 
hearts,  do  refpefl:  and  tend  to  this  :  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  u  I  will 
««  pot  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  fta- 
**  tutes."  Habits  and  principles  are  for  a&ion  and  pra&ice  : 
Grace  in  the  heart  is  for  obedience  and  holinefs  of  life. 

It  is  true,  that  as  our  graces  are  imperfect,  fo  is  our  obedience 
tilfo.  Perfeft  working  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  from  itapeffett 
creatines.  God's  own  covenanted  people  do  often  grieve  hijn, 
aad  provoke  him  to  bring  them  under  the  rod  of  afBi&ion  ;  but 
thofe  their  infirmities  break  not  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  Pfal. 
Ixjqdx.  30,  31,  32.  Care  and  watchfulnefs  ordinarily  go  be- 
fore them,  confli&s  and  refinance  accompany  them,  and  fhame, 
grief,  and  renewed  care,  nfually  follow  them,  2  Cor.  vti.  n. 
By  thefe  things  (which  deferves  a  more  copious  difcourfe  than 
niy  prefentdcfign  can  allow)  we  may  be  helped  to  clear  our  in  re- 
reft  in  the  covenant  of  grace  :  And  that  being  done,  it  (hould  be 
oat  of  the  power  of  all  the  afHi&ions  in  the  world  to  fink  your 
ipirits.    Let  me  therefore  in  the  laft  place  add, 

USE  IV,  A  word  of  confolation  to  your  dejefted  arid  droop- 
ing hearts,  upon  this  fad  and  mournful  occafion.  Why  are  you 
lb  troubled  ?  And  why  do  thoughts  arife  in  your  hearts  ?  Me* 
thinks  there  hath  been  fo  much  of  fupport  and  comfort  already 
discovered  to  you  in  this  bleffed  covenant,  that  could  your  faith 
but  once  fix  upon  it,  and  realize  and  apply  it,  I  might  lay  down 
my  pen  at  this  period,,  and  fay,  The  work  is  done,  there  needs 
no  more  ;  but  knowing  how  obfiinate  deep  forrows  are,  and  how 
difficult  a  task  the  comforting  of  an  affiled  mind  is,  I  will,  for 
a  clofe,  fuperadd  a  few  confederations  more,  to  all  that  hath 
been  urged  and  argued  before. 

Confiderathn  1 .  Confider  how  fmall  and  trivial  the  comforts, 
<whofe  lofs  you  bewail,  are  in  companion  with  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  dill  your  own-,  under  the  bond  of  a  fure  covenant.    A 


Ion,  an  only  an4  a  promifing  fan,  is  a  great  thing,  tRrhett  hrf 
Hands  in  companion  with  other  creature-comforts,  but  foretj 
he  will  teem  a  (mall  thing,  and  next  to  nothing,  when  let  by, 
or  compared  with  Jefat  Chrift.  Behold  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Spirit !  Pardon  and  eternal  falvatioo  are  this  day  preicatedia 
the  covenant  of  grace  before  your  fouls,  as  yoor  own.  "  Ge& 
••  even  our  own  God,  (hall  blefs  us,"  Pfal.  brai.  <S.  What 
you  feel  your  hearts  woudded  with  fuch  a  thought  as  this,  I 
cannot  embrace  my  children  in  my  arms,  they  are  now  out  of 
my  reach  ;  then  Weft  and  admire  God,  that  the  arms  of  yoor 
faith  can  embrace  fo  great*  fo  glorious  a  Saviour,  and  that  yoo 
can  (ay,-"  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  ago  his." 

Confid.  II.  Confider  what  evil  days  are  coming  on,  and  what  a 
mercy  it  is  to  your  dead,  that  God  hath  taken  them  aoray  from 
the  evil  to  come,  I(a.  Mi.  1,2.  There  are  two  forts  of  evils  to 
come,  viz  Evils  of  Jin,  and  evils  oi  fajfer'mgs  t  audit  isos 
fmall  favour  to  be  let  oat  of  the  way  of  both.  The  grave  is  die 
hiding-place  where  God  fecures  fome  from  the  dangers  of  both. 

We  are  apt  to  proinifc  ourfelves  times  of  tranquillity,  sod 
then  it  cuts  us  to  think  that  oar  dear  ones  (hall  oot  partake  with 
us  ia  that  felicity :  But  if  we  wifely  confider  the  fins  or  the 
ligbs  of  the  times,  we  have  more  canfe  to  rejoice  that  God  hath 
fet  them  out  of  harm's  way. 

All  things  feem  to  confpire  and  work  towards  a  day  of  gtett 
temptation  and  tribulation.  Now  as  Chrift  told  his  difcipk* 
who  were  fo  dejeAed,  becaufe  he  was  to  leave  them,  John  xir, 
28.  "  If  ye  loved  me,  ye  wotild  rejoice,  becaufe  I  iaid,  I  go 
"  to  the  Father :"  So  truly  you  would  much  better  cxpreVs  and 
manifeft  your  love  to  your  children,  in  your  fatisfa&ioo  in  rkt 
will  and  appointment  of  God,  in  taking  them  into  reft  and  fid* 
ty,  than  ia  your  dejections  and  forrows  for  their  removal  Sore- 
ly they  are  better  where  they  are,  than  where  they  were,  whoa 
God  hath  houfed  in  heaven  out  of  the  ftorm  and  tempeft.  And 
could  your  dead  friends  that  are  with  Chrift,  have  any  more  ia- 
tercourfc  with  this  world,  and  lee  your  tears,  and  bear  yoor 
fighs  for  them,  they  would  fay  to  you,  as  Chrift  did  to  thofc 
that  followed  him  wailing  and  mourning,  Weep  not  for  as,  bat 
for  yourfelves,  and  fuch  as  remain  in  the  world  with  you,  to  fee 
?nd  feel  the  calamities  that  are  coming  on  it. 

Confid.  III.  Coofider  how  near  you  are  to  that  blefled  ftatc 
yourfelves,  where  Godjball  be  ail  in  all,  and  you  (hall  feel  uq 
want  of  aay  creature-comrort,  1  Cor.  xv.  28. 

Creature-comforts  are  only  accommodated  comforts  to  this 
*niapl  life  we  myr  live,  but  fliortlj  there  Will  be  no  need  of 
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heii ;  for  God  will  be  ail  in  all ;  That  is,  all  the  faints  (hall  b<4 
buadantly  fatisrted  in  and  with  God  alone.  As  there  is  wdter 
noagh  in  one  Tea  to  till  all  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  fprings  in  the 
pbrld :  And  light  enough  in  bn'e  |un  to  enlighten  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  world  :  So  there  is  enough  in  one  God  eternally 
o  fill  and  Satisfy  all  the  blefled  fouls  in  heaven,  without, the  ad* 
lition  of  any  creature-comfort.  Cod  is  complete  fatisfa&ion  ftd 
ill  the  faints  id  the  abfence  (I  cannot  fay  want)  of  wives  and 
rhildren,  meats  and  drinks, ,  eftates  and  fenfitive  pleasures* 
rbere  will  be  no  more  need  of  thefe  things,  than  of  candles  at 
looB-day.  Too  ftiall  be  as  the  angels  of  &o&,  who  have  no 
roncernment  for  relations.  s 

Yonr  fnrnefs  of  years,  infirmities  of  body,  and,  I  hope,  t 
bay  add,  your  improvements  in  grace,  fpeak  you  not  far  fhort 
rf  this  blefled  ftate  :  And  though' yon  inay  jfeem  to  need  thefe 
zxafortf  'm  the  way,  your  God  &k\\  fuppty  ah  yoiir  ^ams. 

Cenfui.  IV.  To  conclude,  What  foe  ver  your  troubles,  wants, 
Pears,  or  dangers  are,  or  may  be  m  your  pai&ge  to  this  bteflecj 
late,  the  covenant  of  grace  is  yonr  Jicnrity,  and  by  virtue 
thereof  your  troubles  (hall  open  and  divide,  as  Jordan  did,  to 
give  you  a  lafe  pafla^e  into  your  eternal  reft 

Looks  as  when  the  Ifraelites  cane  near  the  land  of  proniife, 
there  was  a  fwelling  Jordan  betwixt  it  and  them,  which  feeriied 
to  forbid  their  farther  paHage  and  progrefs ;  bat  it  is  (aid,  Jothl 
iii.  i^.  "  The  jwtefts  that  bore  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  ttie 
l*  Lord,  flood  firm  on  the  ground,  in  themidft  of  Jordan  ;  aid 
**  al)  the  Ifrae^tes  palled  over  On  dry  ground,  until  all  the  pee*. 
"  pie  were  paiTed  clean  over  Jordan."  j»ft  fo  it  is  here  :  Thg 
Covenant  of  grace  Hands  on  firm  ground,  in  the  midft  of  »!1  the 
[Jeep  waters  of  tribulation  yon  are  to  pats  through,  to  fecure 
unto  yon  a  6fe  paflage  through  them  all.  Rejoice,  therefore; 
and  triumph  in  the  fulnefs  and  ftrnraefs  of  this  blefled  covenant; 
and  whatfoever  affliction  your  God  (hall  pleafe  to  lay  upon  you, 
W  whatfoever  comfort  he  ftull  pleafe  to  remove  from  you,  Am 
effort  and  encourage  yonrfelves,  as  David  here  doth,  "  Yet 
"  hath  he  made  with  me  an  everUfting  covenant,  ordered  in  all 
\*  things,  and  fure  :  For  this  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  thy  dc- 
"  fire j   although  he  make  it  not  to  grow." 
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SERMON 

Preached  for  the  F  u  n  e  r  a  l  of  that  Excellent  and  Rellg»o« 
Gentleman, 

JpHN    UPTONof    Lbptok,     Efq; 


a  Chron.  xxxv.  24,  25. 

His  fervants  therefore  took  him  out  of  that  chariot f  and  put  la 
in  the  fecond  chariot  that  he  had ;  and  they  brought  htm  to  fr 
rufalem,  and  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the  fepulcbrtt 
of  his  fathers :  and  all  Judah  and  Jerufalem  mourned  f* 
Jofiab.  And  Jeremiah  lamented  for  Jofiah,  and  all  the  faf 
ing~ment  and  the  Jinging-women  /pake  of  Jofiab  in  their  h 
mentations  to  this  day,  and  made  them  an  ordinance  in  ljredi 
and  behold  they  are  written  in  the  lamentations. 

IN  th!»  context  we  have  the  hiftory  of  the  pirns  Hfe,  and  rr* 
gical  death,  of  good  king  Jofiah.  The  hiftory  of  his  Be 
gives  us  an  account  of  both  what  he  was,  and  what  be  M 
As  to  his  perianal  endowments  and  qualifications,  they  vac 
Angular  and  eximioos,  as  appears  by  the  fourfold  character  ty 
which  he  is  defcribed  in  the  context :  For, 

Firft,  He  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  religion  betimes,  eves'* 
Vis  youth ;  chap,  xxxiv.  ver.  3.  "  For  in  the  eighth  year  of  b* 
"  reign,  while  he  was  yet  young,  he  began  to  leek  after  the 
««  God  of  Pavid  his  father :"  And  that  under  the  great  diM* 
vantage  of  an  ill  education,  fuch  a  morning  promifed  a  giorio* 
day.  . 

.  Secondly,  He  hated  all  corrupt  mixtures  in  the  worflupw 
God,  and  was  anfwerably  zealous  for  reformation;  *«  And* 
"  the  twelfth  year  he  began  to  purge  Judah  and  Jerufalem  60s 
"  the  high  places,  and  the  groves,"  ire.  as  knowing  well  k 
and  his  people  might  exped  no  more  of  God's  bleffing  go  tk 
ordinances,  than  there  was  of  his  prefence  in  them  ;  and  noootf 
of  his  prefence  can  rationally  be  expefted,  than  there  is  of  k* 
own  order  zui  inftkution. 
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YtnrAty>  He  was  of  a  very  tender  and  impreffive  heart,  mourn- 
ing for  public  Cos  and  dangers ;  chap,  xxxiv.  26,  27.  "  Becaofe 
M  thy  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  did  A  humble  thyfelf  before  God, , 
"  when  thou  heardeft  his  words  againft  this  place,  and  againft, 
•'  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  humbledft  thyfelf before  me,  and 
u  didft  rend  thy  cioaths  and  weep  before  me,"  6c.  He  was  not 
fo  intent  upon  his  own  pleafures,  (though  in  the  fprightly  vigour 
of  youth)  nor  on  the  weighty  concerns  of  the  kingdom,  as  to 
forget  the  intereft  of  God,  and  the  greater  concerns  of  his  glory. 
Fourthly,  He  was  exceeding  careful  to  propagate  the  intereft 
af   religion,   and  fprcad  it  far  and  wide  among  his  people* 
Though  he  coqld  not  infufe  the  inward  principle,  (that  was 
the  work  of  God)  yet  he  did  enjoin  the  external  practice  of  it 
upon  all  his  fubje&s;  which  was  his  part  and  duty :  chap,  xxxiv. 
w,  33.  **  He  made  all  that  were  prefent  in  Ifrael  to  ferve,  even 
94  not  from  the  Lord  their  God.  And  all  his  days  they  departed 
"  to  ferve  following  the  God  of  their  fathers." 

But  yet  good  Jofiah  had  his  miftakes  and  failings.  The  beft 
•  of  men  are  but  men  at  beft:  He  was  too ra(h  and  hafty  in  re- 
.  fcl  ving,  and  too  fthf  and  obftinate  when  refotved  ;  and  this  was 
>    the  occafipn  of  his  ruin.     The  cafe  was  thus  : 

Pharaoh  Necho  king  of  Egypt,  was  at  tha,t  time  making  war 
upon  Charchemifh,  a  place  that  belonged  to  him,  but  was  taken 
from  him  by  the  king  of  Afiyria ;  fo  the  war  of  Necho  was  a 
■  juft  war ;  and  Judah  lying  between  him  and  Charchemifh,  and 
being  at  peace  with  Judah,  he  requefts  leave  of  Jofiah  to  march 
his  army  peaceably  through  his  country  to  the  feat  of  war: 
Jofiah  takes  an  alarm  from  this  meffage,  and  arms  againft  him* 
Hereupon  Necho  feat  ambafTadors  to  Jofiah,  chap,  xjucv.  ver. 
2i.  faying,  "  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  thou  king  of  Ju- 
"  dab?  1  come  not  againft  thee  this  day,  but  againft  the  houfe 
'*  wherewith  I  have  war  :  For  God  commanded  me  to  make 
M  hafte;  forbear  thee  from  meddllog  with  God,  who  is  with 
M  me,  that  he  deftroy  thee  not." 

Expofitor*  conceive  Necho  had  this  difcovery  of  the  mind  of 
God,  from  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  Per  oraculum  non  fcriptum, 
fed  viva  voce  editum  *  :  even  by  word  of  mouth.  If  fo,  no 
doubt  Jeremiah  alfo  difTuaded  Jofiah  from  going  out  againft  him : 
however,  this  is  clear,  Jofiah  did  not  confuk  the  mind  of  God 
about  that  expedition,  as  be  ought,  and  was  too  hafly  and  refolute 
therein;   chap.  xxxv.  22.  "  Neverthclefs  Jofiah  would  not  turn 

*  Jcrom.  a  Lapide,  Juft.  Mart, 
W  i  a 
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"  his  face  from  bim,"  <5rc.  By  this  means  this  cxceileht  mm  ca$$ 
to  a  tragical  end,  and  that  in  the  very  flower  of  his  days.  He 
dies  in  that  unhappy  expedition,  from  which  he  would  aor  be 
diverted  ;  is  brought  home  to  jerofalem  in  the  feoond  chariot; 
dies,  and  is  buried  in  the  fepnkhre  of  bis  fathers,  totheooi* 
Vtertai  forrow  of  all  good  me*  in  Ifrad,  as  yon  read  in  the  text; 
ftfare'm  we  have  thefe  two  parts  to  coofider ; 

J.  The  nature  and  quality  of  the  lamentation. 

H.  The  canfe  and  ground  of  it. 
1.  For  the  lamentation  here  made,  it  was  extraordinary ;  tc- 
▼er  Inch  cries  heard  before  in  ifrad  at  any  funeral,  whether  we 
Confidcr  it  either, 
*  i.  E*ten{»veiy> 

2.  Inteofively,  orf 

3.  Prbtcofively.    * 

f.  Extenftveiy,  All '  jmkh  and  Jerufalem,  that  ie,  city  ml 
country  mourned  that  day  ;  not  every  individual,  but  aB  that 
liad  any  fenfe  of  the  worth  of  the  roan,  the  good  that  he  H 
or  the  evils  that  followed  upon  his  removal.  Ha  dqnbttk 
priefts  of  Baal,  their  abettors  and  aflTptiates,  fecretty  rejoioi 
at  his  fall ;  but  ail  good  men  mourned*  -  But  among  ail  the 
Itiouroers,  ooe  is  only  fpecifiedby  name/ and  that  is  Jeremiah  the 
fprophet,  in  whom  ail  the  faithful  miniftcrs  of  God  were  iodfli* 
*d.  To  them  he  was  a  true  and  faithful  friend ;  and  in  bin 
they  loft  a  father,  and  a  famous  inftrument  of  reformation. 

a .  Cdnfrder  it  Inttnfivety,  as  to  the  degree  of  the  forrow,  it  «* 
a  bitter  lamentation ;  fo  pungent,  intense,  and  deep,  tiiat  the 
dnouraing  of  the  jews  for  Chrtft,  at  the  time  of  their  cocwf 
/ion  t»him,  is  compared  to  this  monrntng  for  Jofiah,  Zecb. 
Kii.  1 1.  "  In  that  day  there  ftiail  be  a  great  mbnrnhjg  in  Jero- 
*»  falem,  as  the  mourning  of  Hadadrimcnon  to  the  valley  of. 
*'  Megidddo.*  This  Hadadrimmon  wasa  'little  town  in  tbcwl- 
ley  of  Megiddon  near  the  place  of  this  fetal  battle,  whole  into- 
bitants  receiving  the  firft  tidings  of  the  fail  of  jofiah,  made  the 
town  ring  with  doleful  crie6  and  lamentations.  J 

3.  laSiy,  Cpnlidef  it  Protenfively,  in :  its  continuance  and 
-duratio^  it  Nvas  ♦'  made  an  ordinance  in  Ifraeli"  and  aecord- 
iogly  *c  the  finging-meri  and  ringing-women  fpake  of  Jofiab  io 
*  <*  their  lamentations  to  this  day  :"  ue.  Whenever  a,ny  folrew 
funeral  or  public  calamity  was  iblemnized  in  Iirael,  thofeperfctf 
that  were  skilful  ib  lamentations,  brought  in  the  ftary  of  Jp- 
fiah's  death,   as  the  burden  of  that  doleful  fong  or  funeral 


if.  £4tf  s  Sopfider  the  caufe  and  ground  of  this  fomentation* 
fhich  eertaWy  was  great  and  weighty  enough  to  juflify  that 
arrow*  a*  grea*  and  bitter  as  it  wa6  :  for  in  him  they  loft  a, 
s*ith£»l,  public,  ufefcl,  zealous,  and  tender-hearted  inftrumcut, 
pfeefc  life  had  been  erui^ently  ofeful  to  the  church  of  God,  and 
jpfeele  death  opened  the  &p  to  all  the  tollQwing  calamities  vpoa 
Jtidah. 

Mow,  .coofideriog  Jofiah  here,  efpecially  in  his  religious  ca- 
proity,  as  ft)  faithful,  indnflribue,  and  uieful  an  inflruinent  foe 
the  church  of  Cod,  rather  than  in  his  political  capacity  as  a  (ting* 
Ike  note  frofla  it  will  be  this, 

,L    DoO.  7***  faithful,  aftiv€,  and,  publk-Jpiritad  nun  in  the 

church  of  Cod,  fiwdd  not  fe  kid  in  their  grapts  without 

grtat  fanvntations. 

"W  hen  Jacob  was  buried,  a  man  famous  for  religion,  a  great 

*pd  fore  lamentation  was  uwde  for  him,  Gen,  L  io«  And  when 

Aaron  died,  all  the  houfe  $f  Ifirael  njonrned  for  him  thirty  days, 

JfcfcjnbVxSi  29.     When  Stephen  the  proto-raartyr  died,  devout 

4fee*  carried  hue  to  his  grave  with- great  lamentations,  Acls  viii. 

.a.  and  indeed  for  any  good  man  to  be  kid  in  bis  grave  without 

fomentation,   is  lamentable.     The  living  faints  have  ever  paid 

.this  refpeft  #nd  bonovr  to  dead  feints,  as  men  fenfible  of  their 

-worth*  and  how  great  a  lofs  the  world  fuftains  by  their  removal. 

I  kaow  the  departed  fouls  of  faints  have  no  concernme*nt  in 

*hefe  things*  yet  reipeft  is  due  to  their  very  bodies,  as  the  tem- 

tjiles  wherein  God  hath  been  ierved  and  honoured,    as  they  a*e 

related  to  Chrift,  who  will  one  day  put  great  glory  and  honour 

^pop  them. 

la  the  explication  and.  confirmation  of  this  point,  I  will  (hew 
you, 

i.  Negatively,  On  what  account  the  death  of  good  men  Is 

not  to  be  lamented* 
2.  Ptfitiveiy$  On-  what  account  tears  and  lamentations  are 
due  to  them,  with  the  grounds  and  reafons  thereof. 
i.  Negativity,  There  is  not  a  tear  or  (jgh  due  to  the  death  of 
auy  good  ma*),  upon  the  account  of  any  real  lofs  or  detrimeot 
tharhe  fuftains  thereby.     No,  no,  in  this  cafe  all  tears  are  re- 
.Jtratned,  all  forrow  prohibited,  by  the  principles  and  rules  of 
Chriftiapity,   i  TheflYiv.  13,  14.    Religion  differences  tbe  for* 
rows,  as  wtll  as  tbe  joys  of  its  profeflors,  from  the  common 
jays  and  forrows  of  the  world.     Dead  faints  are  better  where 
they  are,  than  where  they  were ;   to  be  with  Chrift  is  far  bet- 
ter ;  death  to  them  is  gain  and  infinite  advantage,  Phil.  i.  21, 
33.    Tti*  world  i^iheworftf lace  tfci^t^ver  Cod  defigned  v*  " 
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people  to  live  in ;  for  if  a  (late  of  perfect  holinefs  and  purity; 
be  better  than  a  ftate  of  temptation  and  corruption  ;  if  a  ftatc 
of  reft  and  peace,  be  better  than  a  ftate  of  labour  and  forrow; 
if  it  be  better  to  be  triumphing  above,  than  figbing  and  groan- 
ing beneath ;  then  it  is  better  for  departed  Chriftians  to  be 
where  they  are,  than  where  they  were.  And  could  they  now 
oommonicate  their  minds  to  os  by  Words,  as  they  lately  did, 
they  would  lay  to  ns  as  Chrift  (aid,  Luke  xxiii.  28.  "  Daughters 
"  of  Jerufalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  yonrfelves,  and 
"  for  your  children."  Or,  as  he  fpake  to  his-  difciples  under 
thejr  bd  refentmeats  of  his  departure,  John  xiv.  28.  **  If  ye 
"  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  becaufe  f  go  to  the  Father." 
So  then  no  tears  or  farrows  are  due  to  them,  or  becoming  us, 
upon  the  account  of  any  real  lofs  or  detriment  they  receive  by 
death. 

2.  Pofitivety.  But  the  true  grounds  and  caofes  of  our  la- 
mentation, are  upon  divers  other  weighty  accounts  :  as, 

Firftf  Becaufe  (o  much  of  the  Spirit  of  God  as  dwelt  in  them, 
when  amongft  us,  is  now  recalled  and  gathered  ap 
1.  Reafon.    from  this  lower  world.    Thofe    precious    grace* 
which  they  exercifcd  among  us,  in  prayer,  confe- 
rence, and  other  beneficial  duties,  are  now  gone  with  them  to 
heaven. 

The  church  had  the  benefit  of  them  during  their  abode  with 
men,  but  now  no  more,  except  only  what  the  remembrance  of 
their  holy  words  and  inftru&ivg  examples  (whereby  they  ftiH 
fpeak  to  us,  though  dead)  may  afford  unto  us. 

There  are  choice  effufions  of  the  Spirit,  at  the  time  of  cm 
fancYification,  of  which  the  church  reapeth  the  benefit  whilft 
we  live ;  but  all  tbefe  are  recalled  at  our  diflblutioo,  and  thenc* 
forth  we  can  be  no  farther  ufeful  in  this  lower  world  ;  for  a* 
the  foal  is  the  fubje&  in  which  thefe  precious  graces  inhere,  b 
they  accompany  and  go  along  with  the  foul  into  glory. 

Now,  as  it  is  a  real  lofs  to  a  company,  when  any  merchant 
withdraws  a  great  ftock  he  had  running  in  trade,  out  of  the 
bank;  (6  certainly  it  is  a  great  lofs  to  the  church  of  God, 
when  the  precious  gifts  sjnd  graces  of  the  Spirit,  dwelling  in  the 
faints,  are  drawn  but  by  death ;  fo  as  the  church  can  have  00 
farther  benefit  by  them,  their  prayers  for  us,  and  with  us,  art 
now  ended ;  Abraham ,  knoweth  us  not,  and  Ifrael  is  ignorant 
'  of  us. 

Secondly,  The  death  of  the  faints  deferves  a  bitter  lamenta* 

2  Reafon     tK>D'  ^)€Cau^e  l^ere^y  *  breach  is  made,  a  gap  opca- 

J    *   ed,  to  let  in  the  judgments  of  God  upon  the  remnaat 
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that  is  left.    It  is  faid  of  Mofes,  PiaK  ovi.  23.  "  Therefore 
**  he  faid,  that  he  would  deftroy  them,  had  not  Mofes  his  cho- 
"  fen  flood  before  him  in  the  breach,  left  he  (faould  deftroy 
"  them*"    A  metaphor  from  a  befieged  city,  when  a  breach  is 
made  in  the  walls,  and  an  enemy  ready  to  enter;   but  fome 
champion  ftands  in  the  breach  to  defend  the  city.    Such  a 
champion  was  Mofes,  who  by  his  conftant  and  fervent  prayers, 
put  a  flop  to  the  inundation  of  God's  judgments  againft  Ifrael. 
And  fuch  another  was  Lot,  Gen.  xix.  22.  whofe  prayers  for 
that  wicked  place  he  lived  in,  bound  up  the  hand  of  judgment, 
infomuch  as  the  Lord  told  him,  1  can  do  nothing  till  thou  aft 
gone.    But  when  the  Lord  by  death  removes  inch  men,  he 
thereby  makes  a  way  to  his  anger,   as  the  expreffion  is,  Pfah 
Ixxvili.    50.    Hence  the  death  of  eminent  faints,   efpedally 
.when  many  are  taken  away  at  or  near  the  fame  time,  hath  been 
ever  looked  upon  as  a  direful  omen,  and  dreadful  prefage  of 
enfoing  judgments,  and  that  not  without  good  (cripture-autho* 
rity,  Ifa.  lvii.  1.  "  The  righteous  perifti,  and  no  man  layeth  it 
««  to  heart ;  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none  confider- 
*'  ing  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come.** 
Thus  Methufelah,  whofe  very  name  fignified  a  flood  cometb, 
died  the  year  before  the  flood :    Auguftioe,  a  little  before  the 
facking  of  Hyppo :  Paraeus,  a  little  before  the  taking  of  Hyde!- 
berg :   And  Luther,  before  the  wars  broke  out  in  Germany* 
Death,  as  a  pioneer,  clears  the  way  to  a  troop  of  miferies  fol- 
lowing after.    This,  therefore,  is  a  juft  and  weighty  ground  of 
our  lamentations  for  the  death  of  ufeful  and  godly  men. 

Thirdly f  The  beauty  and  ornaments  of  the  places  they  lived 
in,  are  defaced  and  removed  by  their  death ;  they 
look  not  like  themfelves,  when  the  godly  are  remov-  3.  lieafon. 
ed  out  of  them  :  for  as  wicked  men  are  the  fpots 
and  blemifhes,  fo  good  men  are  the  beauty  and  ornaments  of 
their  country.  A  good  man  was  wont  to  fay  of  Mr.  Barring- 
too  of  Barriogton-haU,  in  Eflex,  Methinks  the  town  is  not  at 
home,  when  Mr.  Barrington  is  out  of  town.  How  defolate  and 
difmal  doth  a  family  look  (whatever  other  ornaments  be  about 
it)  when  the  religious  governor  of  it  is  gone !  Take  away 
good  men  from  their  families  and  country ;  aod  what  are  they 
but  like  a  vineyard  when  the  vintage  is  paft  ?  as  the  prophet 
fpeaks,  Micah  vii.  1. 

Fourthly,  The  death  of  good  men  deferves  a  bitter  lamenta- 
tion, becaufc  thereby  the  paflage  of  the  gofpel,  and 
propagation  of  religion,  is  obftru&ed  in  the  places    4.  Reafon* 
from  whence  they  are  removed.    Of  how  groat  ufe 
\ 
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io  a  country  may  one  zealous  pablte't  pirited  man  W  ?  Hodf 
dreds  may  have  caufc  to  blefs  God  for  fach  a  man.  It  Was  the 
apoAle's  defire  to  the  ThefTalooians,  "  to  fkay  (bat  the  wotdrf 
••  the  Lord  may  have  Us  free  courfe,  that  it  might  ran  audi* 
"  glorified/'  2  Theft  Hi.  i.  The  removal  of  facba  perfioa 
naturally  took  care  for  the  foals  of  thofe  that  were  aboai  hit] 
to  provide  food  for  them,  is  no  fmsll  loft,  oof  lightly  to  be  pri- 
ed over. 

Fifthly,  The  confideration  of  the  tisae  in  which  good  na 
die,  aggravates  tbclofs,  and  joftly  ioceofa  tfefer- 
5.  Riaforu   row  of  them  that  remain,  and  that  upon  a  thraftU 
account.  (1.)  That  it  fails  out  in  the  decKfaqgDu 
of  religion,  when  the  fpirit  and  power  of  godlincfs  is  fa  mod 
weakened  and  impoverished.    This  is.  like  the  krfs  of  fool 
blood  ia  a  confumptive  body,  which  nntfl  bring  it  very  lot, 
(a.)  That  it  fails  oat  alio  m  a  time  when  the  n ambers  of  h 
godly  are  fo  much  thinned  and  leflened,  not  wise*  the  cbaftal 
children  fay  in  her  ears,  the  place  ia  too  (trait,    give  pbtf 
that  we  may  dwell :    bat  when  they  are  every  where  boat- 
iflg  the  paucity  of  good  men,  as  the  pfalmift  did,   Hal.  & 
1.   "  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  ana  ceafeih,  for  the  rigfe- 
••  tecras  feH  from  among  the  children  of  men."  At  a  time  win 
they  are  bewailing  themiehres  in  the  language  of  the  ptopta; 
Micah  rik  1.    "  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  as  when  they  have  $• 
"  thered  the  fommer  fruits,  as  the  grape  gleanings:  of  tbew- 
91  tage  :   there  is  do  clutter  to  eat :   my  foal  defircd  the  frt 
"  ripe  fruit."   ^Minding  to  a  hungry  man  that  goes  into  a  m 
jrard  to  refresh  his  fptrks  with  the  fruit  thereof;    but,  ahs! 
there  is  not  one  pleafknt  bnnch  to  be  found,    none  bat  (* 
grapes,   to  increafe  bis  hanger,  and  fet  bis  teeth  oa  edge, 
(3.)  And  that  which  more  aggravates  the  bis,  ie  this ;  «!»* 
falls  in  a  time  wherein  the  fprmg  and  facceiSoo  of  good  fltf* 
obftrufted.    In  this  cafe  death,  like  a  ftorm  of  wind,  ovcrta* 
the  faireft,  pleafanteft,  aod  moid  fruitful  trees  in  the  irthd 
when  there  is  no  nurfoty,  from  whence  others  may  be  tabs  d 
plant  in  their  rooms. 

Lajlfy,  Thtrc  is  juft  cadfe  to  lament  the  removal  of  (ni* 
and  pious  men,  when  we  conflder  what  ioftjK* 
&  Reafbn.  Oar  fins  aod  provocations  have  had  vpoor  thofe  j«fc 
ments  add  calamities  ;  oar  unworthinefs  of  the* 
an thankf chiefs  for  them,  and  non-improvements  of  M&' 
cies,  have  bereaved  as  of  them.  I  look  upon  every  good** 
as  a  good  book,  leot  by  its  owner  to  another  to  read,  «d ■** 
fcribe  the  excellent  notions  and  golden  paffag^s  tltai  ass 'i  * 


-  fear  his  owk  benefit,  thai  they  may  remain  with  him;  when  the 
Owner  diall  call  for  the  book  again  c  fiat  in  cafe  this  ekcelie6t 
feoolc  (hall  be  thrown  into  a  corner,  and  rib  ufe  made  of  k,  it  Jtiftly 
provokes  the  owner  to  take  it  away  in  difjrieafore. 

Thus  yon  fee  upon  what  acbount  obr  farrows  for  the  death 
of  good  men  are  retrained,  and  Upon  what  accounts  and  rea* 
ions  they  are  a  due  debt  to  the  death  of  eminent  add  trieful  in- 
jftrwnents  for  God.  What  remains,  is  the  application  of  this 
poifit.     And,  , 

i.  Ufe.  Ftrjl,  Thefoint  before  us  jtiftly  reproves  thrcb  fort* 
k>f  men; 

i.  The  worft  of  nien,  foch  as  fecretly  rejoice,  and  are  W* 
\vardly  glad  4t  the  removal  of  filch  men ;  they  took  tie  delight 
in  them  while  they  lived,  and  are  glad  they  are  rid  of  tfceiti 
•when  they  are  dead.  Thofe  that  perfecdted  and  hated  them 
vfeed  alive,  may  be  prefuroed  to  be  pleafed  and  gratified  with 
their  death.  But,  alas!  poor  creatures,  they  know  not  what 
they  do)  The  innoceat  preferve  the  ifland.  "  Except  the 
**  Lord  of  hofts  (faith  the  prophet)  had  left  us  a  fmall  remnant, 
f  We  had  been  as  Sodom,  we  had  been  like  unto  Gomorrah/* 
Ifa.  i.  <).  It  is  a  proverb  among  the  very  jews,  Sine  fuppUc*- 
tiombus  toon  ftahtf  mundus  i  The  world  (lands  by  the  prayers  of 
the  godly.  Let  the  world  think  what  they  will  of  them;  I  teit 
you  thefe  mod  are  4  fapeeia,  a  partition  wall,  betwixt  them  and 
'.  dcAro&ion. 

2.  It  reproves  the  infenfiblenefs  of  good  raed,  who  ait  aft 
\oo  (lightly  td  pafs  over  fuch  tremendous  ftrokes  of  God  :  For 
this  it  was  that  God  reproved  bis  own  people,  Ifa.  Ivii.  i.  No 
Ulum  layeth  it  to  hfdrt.  Where  the  want  of  ijfcftion  is  charged 
upon  the  want  of  c<mJUerationt  none  considering  their  worth, 
their  ufe,  or  the  oonilquebces  of  their  fall.  Such  rebukes  of 
God  do  certainly  Call  for  a  deeper  fenfe  and  forrow,  than  is 
found  id  molt  men. 

^  3.  It  reproves  the  very  beft  of  men,  who  thdtigh  they  do 
bewail  and  lament  the  lofs  of  foch  men,  yet  they  do  not  lament 
it  in  the  dhe  manner.  They  lament  it  one  to  another,  faying, 
Alas!  alas,  fuch  a  worthy  is  fallen,  foch  an  eminent  tnflrn* 
ment  in  the  church  or  ftate  is  dead ;  but  they  do  not  lament  it 
in  prayer  to  the  Lord,  they  mourn  not  over  the  matter  to  him, 
as  David  did,  Pfol.  xii.  1.  "  Crying,  Help,  Lord,  for  the  god* 
"  ly  man  ceafeth."  Help,  Lord,  the  remnant  that  is  left*, 
help,  Lord,  to  repair  the  breach  made  by  their  death ;  let 
the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  fleih  raife  up  a  man  to  fill  the  room* 
Vol.  VII,  JL  k  k, 
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and  fopply  the  want.    Alas,  bow  infignificant  are  *he  lameata- 

Uods  of  moft  men  upon  this  account. 

U/e  a.  Secondly*  This  point  invites  us  all  this  day  to  bewail 

the  ftroke  of  God  that  is  upon  as.     1  could  with  that  he  that 
.  looks  upon  this  text,  and  then  upon  the  countenance  of  this 

aflembly,  might  be  able  to  difcern  the  agreeablcncfs  of  tba  oat 

to  the  other,  on  fiich  a  fad  and  iblewn  occa&m. 

0  let  all  that  love  Zion  lament,  this  day,  the  fall  of  one  of 
hef  true  friends  and  lovers.  I  know  funeral  panegyrics  are  agt 
to  be  fufpe&ed  of  flattery ;  but  as  I  want  a  rhetorical  tonga 
for  fnch  a  work,  fo  if  I  had  it,  it  (hould  never  be  fakable  f«r 
to  bafe  a  ufe  and  porpofe.  I  am  fure,  by  (ending  the  generafiff 
that  die  to  heaved,  many  are  confirmed  in  the  way  to  hcli .-  N* 
can  I  but  think  of  that  fcrious  line  in  Chryfoftora,  *  Whan 
'  poor  comfort  is  it  to  be  praifed,  where  a  man  is  not ;  and  to  k 
4  tormented,  where  he  is  :•  <<  Bat  yet  the  righteous  (ball  be  had 
<f  in  everlaiting  remembrance,"  Piak  6u  6.  Expc£t  nothing 
from  me  on  this  occafion,  but  what  may  be  fpoken  with  the 
greatest  affurance  of  truth,  and  that  intended  for  the  benefit  tod 
imitation  of  all  that  hear  it.  Some  may  think  it  a  (train  too 
{ligh,  to  compare  a  private  perfon  with  fuch  a  glorious  kiag  & 
Jofiah  was  ;  but  if  Chrift  compared  and  preferred  the  very  gn£ 
of  the  field  to  Solomon  in  all  his  glory ,  I  know  no  reafoa  why 
we  may  not  compare  and  parallel  the  precious  graces  of  a  private 
perion  with  a  royal  faint ;  efpecially  fince  the  comparHbn  is  made 
in  the  religious,  not  in  the  civil  capacity. 

1  am  fure  the  graces,  and  gracious  performances  of  David, 
Hezekiab,  and  Jofiah,  with  all  the  other  dignified  faints,  wcr 
intended  and  propounded  as  patterns  for  our  imitation  ;  and  » 
doubt,  but  private  Chriftians  may  meafure  by  their  patten. 
Be  fide,  it  is  abundantly  morefafe  to  relate  the  virtues  of  tfaf 
iatnts  when  they  are  dead,  than  whilft  they  were  alive  ;  for  so* 
there  is  no  danger  of  provoking  pride  and  vain-glory  in  thea 
that  art:  praifed,  but  much  hope  of  provoking  a  holy  emulation 
and  imitation  in  them  that  hear  them. 

Well  then,  Abfit  invidia  verbis :  Suffer  me  tMs  day  to  craft 
a  pillar,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  deceafed  worthy;  to 
pay  the  tribute  of  my  tears  due  to  that  mournful  hearfe ;  sad 
to  engage  you  to  imitate  thofe  excellencies  of  his,  which  I  (hat 
with  equal  truth  and  modefly,  difplay  this  day ;  that  we  alfe 
may  be  duly  affe&ed  with  the  rebuke  of  God  upon  os,  an) 
mourn  over  it  before  him. 

If,  when  an  eminent  commander  in  any  army  falls,  the  whok 
4nny  is  affefted  with,  and  concerned  at  his  deaths 
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The  mourning  drum,  the  lance  and  enfigns  tratf'd, 
,    The  robes  of  honour  all  in  fables  vaiPd. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  much,  Cbriftians  (hould  exprefs  their  fenfe 
»d  iorrow  10  fighs  and  tears,  for  (6  ufefal  and  worthy  a  man  as 
God  hath  this  day  removed  from, among  us;  whofe  character. I 
(hall  give  you  in  the  following  imitable  particulars. 

1.  That  worthy  man,  whofe  fall  we  lament  this  day,  was. 
fcaioned  with  religion  in  his  youth,  by  God's  blefling  upon  his 

.  pious  education :  In  this  he  had  the  advantage  of  Jofiah.  Mis 
progeoitors  were  men  of  piety,  and  himfelf  a  child  of  many 
prayers:  and,  as  Monica  faid  of  her  fon  Auftin,  it  was  not 
likely  that  a  child  of  fi>  many  prayers  fiiould  perifti.  How  im- 
portunately did  they  requeft  the  fervent  prayers,  of  their  pious' 
fiends  for  him,  in  the  time  of  bis  education  ?  Nor  was  it  In 
vain,  for  they  were  manifeftly  aofwered  in  htm :  He  (oon  dif- 
covered  that  probity  and  piety  in  his  youth,  which,  juftly  raifed 
gre*t  expectations  from  him  in  his  riper  years. 

2.  Nor  did  he  fru Orate  thofc  hopes ;  for  as  fooo  as  ever  God  * 
had  fixed  him  in  a  proper  fphert  of  activity  (I  mean,  a  family, 
Qf  his  own)  thole  graces  that  were  in  him  (hone  forth  to  the 
comfort  and  benefit  of  all  that  were  about  htm :  Jofhua's  pious 
refolijtioa  was  his ;  "  As  for  me,  and  my  houfe,  we  will  fcrve 
■•  the  Lord." 

He  kept  up  the  worftiip  of  God  m  his  dofet,  as  well  as  in 
bis  family;  And  truly,  if  religion  languish  in  the  clofet*  it  will 
quickly  die  in  the  family.  His  houfe  was  a  temple  conlecrated 
to  God  %  there  the  morning  and  evening  facrifices  of  prayers 
and  praifes  were  offered  up  :  He  called  his  children  and  fervaott 
to  thofe  duties,  not  reckoning  that  time  loft  to  him  whic(t  was 
fpent  for  God.  The  Lord  had  endowed  him  with  an  excellent 
fpirit  of  prayer  himfelf.  I  hate  (bmetimes  accidentally  .heard 
Vim  praying  in  his  family,  with  fuch  foltdity  of  judgment,  per- 
tinency of  exprcflSons,  and  holy  warmth  of  affe&ion,  that  hafh 
at  oace  edified,  refrtfhed,  and  reproved  me  in  hearing  him. 

He  conftantly  read  the  fcriptures  in  courfe  before  prayer,  and 
oft-times  with  a  commentary  npon  them,   for  his  own  and  his   ; 
family's  edification. 

The  Lord's  day  he  fanftified,  not  only  in  more  public  atten- 
dance on  the  ordinances,  but  in  the  duties  of  reading,  repeat- 
ing, finging,  and  catechifing  all  his  children  and  fervants  about 
him :  And  all  this  before  he  allowed  himfelf  or  them  any  bodi* 
)y  refreihinents,  left  the  edge  of  their  afle&ions  fhouid  be  bluot- 
Tt  k  k  % 
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ed  io  doty,  by  the  clogging  of  nature  with  cr^afjffe^epat^. 
And  thus  did  he,  as  Job,  continually  s  to  ibis  coorfc  he*  was 
levcre  and  conftant ;  no  incident  occafioas,  bow  great  or  manj 
fcevcr,  could  divert  him  'from  it.' 

3.  Neither  was  his  holy  zeal  and  Chriftian  ca^e  limited  mi 
drcoalcribed  within  his  own  family,  but  was  extended  to  rise 
fools  of  all  io  his  neighbourhood,  who  defired  helps  and  mess 
k  the  way  of  falvation. 

*  His  hoole  was  feldom  without  a  godly  mtoiftdr  in  it;  irf 
loth  be  was  to  eat  his  piealant  morfels  alone,  ft  was  the  jet 
of  bis  heart  to  fee  his  houfe  $lled  on  this  account :  flow  mft| 
witnejTs  to  the  trath  of  this  are  here  this  day  !  Like  another 
Jofeph,  be  provided  food  for  your  kmls ;  be  tared,  honoured, 
received,  and  encouraged  the  mioiftersof  the  gofpel  in  rtdr 
deepeft  fiuferings ;  gave  them  opportunities  of  tervicc,  whet 
{bme  durft  not  own  them,  and  others  violently  perfecoted  then. 
'•  4*  When  God  called  him  to  public  employments  in  the  con- 
mon-weahh,  he  neither  porchafed,  nor  abofed  that  trnft ;  ta 
wttb 'a  true  Engii/h,  rather  a  Chriftian,  zeal  and  courage,  be 
dedicated  himfelf  to  the  fervke  of  God  and  his  country  ;  char* 
toHy  quitting  all  domeflic  concerns,  fpeot  his  eftate,  time,  asi 
pains,  to  heal  the  breaches  of  England.  1  know  not  a  mw, 
Whole  zeal  for  the  common  good1  would  have  carried  him  tim- 
er to  the  example  of  that  noble  Roman,  who/  when  a  cbtj* 
was  made  by  ad  earthquake,  and  toe  oracli  bad  declared,  Aar 
it  could  never  be  dofed,  except  fomethiog  of  value  was  throw 
into  it,  caft  in  himfelf  toclofeit. 

I  could  truly  have  faid,  bad  there  been  conveaieecy  and  dp* 
portuony  for  it,  when  he  was  laid  in  his  grave,  '  Here  Best 
<  man,  that  never  betrayed  nor  deferted  the  public*  for  aBjpfr 

*  vate  iutereft  of  his  own.'  ''"  '  '    K,u  »  •«  •   . 

5.  He  was  a  man  that  came  as  near  Jofiab  in  tendemefi  i 
heart,  as  ever  I  had  the  happineJJs  to  be  acquainted  wkh.  Tk 
church's  troubles  were  his  troubles;  they  all  met  io  huM 
lines  in  a  centre  ;  he  even  lived  and  died  with  the  interdict 
religion :  And  of  him  I  will  fay,  as  the  apoftle  faid  of  Timo- 
thy, Phil.il  20,  ai.  **  I  have  no  man  like-minded,  whovJ 
"  naturally  care  for  your  (late,  for  all  feek  their  own,  nottbf 
V  things  which  are  Jefos  Cbrift's."  Naturally,  in  this  place, 
is  not  oppofed  to  spiritually,  but  to  artificially. ,  Many  can  flf 
tificially  acl  the  part  of  a  zealot,  when  their  own  intereftii* 
in  it ;  but  he  naturally,  and  therefore,  freely,  cbearfully,  afii 
cooilantly.  *    -    . 
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£>  But  though  thefc  excellencies  were  id  him,  he  had  his 

fiotvi,  *  blemithes,    and    imperfcftions.     Elias   was  a  ©an  of 

like  paffions  and  weakneffes  of  fpirit.     All  thefe,  I  doubt  nor^ 

but  God  hath  covered^  and  he  is  now  pcrfe&ly  freed  from  them 

';  There  is  Q6W  no  paffion  left  withiq  him  to  be  Alfred  by 
femptatton  \  no  defpondencies  aod  fiukings  of  fpirit  trader  di£ 
IBal  afpe&s  of  providence.  His  graces  are  perfected,  and  hii 
corruptions  finally  eradicated. 

*  7.  To  conclude ;  He  was  a  man  of  great  effitftions,  as  well 
as  tender  aff efforts.  And  9s  the  Lord  greatly  honoured  him  in 
fbe  courfe  of  af&ve  obedience,  fo  he  greatly  proved  and  Jried 
Kim  id  a  courfe  of  paffiye  obedience.  He  not  only  gave  the 
erofs  in  his  coat,  but  bare  it  upon  his  Jkouiders :  For  befide? 
fbafe  troubles,  which  were  properly  jympathetical,  he  bad  hf? 
idiopathetical  fufft rings  alfo,  and  that  both  from  the  hands  of 
gben,  and  from  the  hand  of  God.  His  piety  made  and  marked 
nim  for  an  objeft  of  periecutiog  ;  the  archers  fhot  at  him,  and 
|arery  grieved  him  ;  he  and  bis  family  were  hunted  with  a  net  r- 
The  Lord  lay  it  not  to  their  charge ;  Et  hinc  Mae  lacbrymae. 
The  fad  effefts  thereof,  I  chofe  rather  at  this  time  to  pats  over 
with  a  figh,  than  in  this  place  to  commemorate. 

And  as  the  hand  of  man  was  upon  him,  fo  the  hand  of  his 
pod  alfo :  firft  lopping  off  all  the  plcafant  branches  that  fprang 
from  him,  and  that  dne  after  another,  when  come  to  the  en- 
dearing age,  opening  and  difclofing  the  bud ;  and,  as  the  com- 
plement and  iflue  of  all,  breaking  his  conflitutional  ftrength 
with  a  long  languishing  difeafe,  which  at  laft  extioguifhed  this 
bright  lamp,  and  hath  left  his  family  and  neighbourhood  in 
darknefs  and  fbrrow.  His  poor  heart  was  the  anvil  on  which 
many  hammers  of  afHicTita  had  been  a  long  time  beating;  and 
po  wonder  it  appeared  relaxed  and  tumified,  when  it  was  ia* 
fpefted,  having  endured  fo  many  fucceitive  ftrokes  of  forrow. 

And  now  what  the  Lord  fpake  of  Ifraef,  in  Jer.  xi.  16.  is 
fulfilled  upon  thw  worthy  perton  :  "  The  Lord  called  thy  name 
M  a  green  olive  tree,  fair,  and  of  goodly  fruit :  with  the  noife 
"  of  a  great  tumult  be  hath  kindled  a  fire  upon  it,  and  the 
"  branches  of  it  arefcroken." 

Ufe  3.  Thirdly,  I  (hall  wind  up  the  whole  in  feveral  feafonablc 
and  nece/Tary  counfels  ;  fome  more  general,  others  more  parti- 
cular, and  fome  moft  particularly  and  efpecially. 

Eirfti   Counfel  to  ail  in  general,  to  awaken  them  (elves,  and 
%  tecoyer  a  due  fenfe  of  fucb  lore  rebukes  of  God  as  this  is. 
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When  Sanl  fell,   "  David  lamented  it,  faying,  The  beauty  of 

"  Ifrael  was  flain  on  thy  high  places."  i 

God  hath  this  "day  flript  off  an  ornament,  from  this  country. 
Socb  dirpcnfations  of  Providence  fpeak  indignations  coming  on: 
It  requires  almoft  an  age  to  breed  and  furnifh  a  man  with  doe 
Qualifications  for  the  fervice  of  the  church  and  common-wealth. 
England  dojth  not  fo  abound  with  pious,  zealous,  and  faithful 
gentlemen  at  this  time*  but  that  it  may  fenfibly  feel  the  lofs  of 
inch  a  man. 

Secmdty,  More  particularly,  let  the  mmifters  of  Cbrift  la- 
mest his  fall,  as  Jeremiah  did  the  fall  of  Jofiah  in  die  text 
He  was  a  true  friend  to  Chrift's  faithful  minifters,  and  had  them 
in  honour  for  their  work's  fake.  It  is  true,  he  hath  no  more 
need  of  us,  he  is  now  wifer  than  his  teachers  ;  but  we  greatly 
need  him,  and  men  of  his  fpirit,  in  Inch  a  dull  degenerate  age 
as  we  live  in. 

Thirdly 9  And  mod  particularly,  I  (hall  apply  and  clofe  all 
with  a  few  words  of  couofel  to  the  dear  and  now  tkfolatc  rel& 
«f  this  worthy  perfon,  whole  fad  lot  it  is  this  day,  to  over-Bw 
the  mercies  and  comforts  (he  once  enjoyed  in  him. 

Madam,  God  hath  this  day  covered  you  with  fables,  written 
bitter  things  againft  you,  broken  you  with  breach  upon  breach. 
Tour  forrows  need  not  be  excited,  but  regulated.  It  is  my 
trouble,  that  [cannot  difcharge  my  duty  to  the  memory  of  your 
dear  hufband,  without  exaiperating  your  griefs,  which,  alas, 
were  too  acute  before  ;  but  rods  have  their  voices  ;  "  Blefled  is 
"  the  man  whom  God  correlteth,  and  teacheth  him  out  of  bis 
*'  law."  Hear  you  the  rod,  and  who  hath  appointed  it ;  and, 
oh  !  that  your  foul  may  this  day  take  io  thefe  neceflary  counfels 
and  cautious,  without  which  your  affli&toas  cannot  be  (an&ified 
to  the  advantage  of  your  foul !  And, 

i .  Learn  from  hence  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  the  empti- 
nefs,  and  oothingnefs  of  the  beft  things  here  below.  How  hath 
God  made  your  beft  comforts  on  earth  to  (brink  up  and  vaniflr 
into  nothing  ?  How  do  our  fancies  varniih  and  gild  over  thefe 
empty  bobbles  ?  What  great  expectations  are  we  apt  to  raife 
from  them  ?  How  apt  to  fall  afleep  in  the  bofoms  or  laps  of 
earthly  enjoyments,  and  fay,  with -Job,  "  I  (hall  die  in  my  neft, 
"  and  multiply  my  days  as  the  fand  ?"  When  Io,  in  a  moments 
the  projects  and  expectations  of  many  years  are  overturned* 
O  what  a  difference  will  you  find  betwixt  hope  founded  in 
Chrift,  comforts  drawn  out  fcf  rhe  promifes,  and  the  flattering 
comforts  and  vain  hopes  founded  in  the  creature*  whole  bieath 
b  in  its  uoftiils  ? 
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It  is  time  for  70a,  and  for  us  all,  to  wean  off  from  this  vain 
ftrorid ;  mortify  oar  fancies  and  attentions  to  it,  and  place  then 
where  they  (hall  not  be  capable  of  difappointment. 

2.'  Guard  carefully,  1  beieech  you,  againft  thofe  temptations 
vhich  probably  may  accompliih  this  affliction.  It  may  be  Sa- 
:an  will  fogged  to  your  heart,  what  he  once  put  into  their  lips"; 
Vial.  iii.  14.  "  What  profit  is  it  that  we  have  kept  bis  ordinan- 
'  ccs,  apd  walked  mournfully  before  him  I"  Where  is  the 
Sruit  of  prayer  ?  What  good  have  I  feen  of  farting  ?  What 
lath  religion  availed  ?  Do  not  prayerlefs  and  ungodly  families 
:hrive  and  profper  ?  Beware  of  this.  Madam,  I  doubt  not  but 
iron  will  acknowledge,  there  have  been  fins  and  provocations 
arithin  your  walls,  yea,  within  your  heart,  for  which  God  may 
is  juftly  and  (evcjrely  judge  your  heufe  as  he  did  Eli's.  Re- 
Itember  the  rewards  of  religion  are  not  in  this  world ;  and 
faould  we  fpeak  thus,  we  (hall  offend  againft  the  generation  of 
bis  children.  All  we  mud  expeft  from  religion,  is  to  fave  our 
bolsbytt. 

3.  Call  not  the  love  of  God  into  qoeftion  to  yourfelf,  or 
pours,  becaufe  of  tbefe  fevere  ftrokes  of  God  upon  you  and 
them  ;  You  know  Jofiah  was  dear  to  God,  yet  he  died  in  the 
prime  of  his  days,  by  a  violent  hand,  remote  from  his  own 
tome,  and  was  brought  home  in  the  ftcond  chariot  to  Jerufa- 
lem;  a  ipeAacle  of  far  greater  forrow  than  your  dear  huiband. 
was ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  thefe  fad  circum (lances*  of 
liis  death,  the  promife  of  his  God  was  pnnftually  performed  to 
him,  that  he  (hould  die  in  peace,  and  not  behold  the  evil  that 
was  to  come.  "  There  is  a  vanity  (faith  Solomon)  which  is 
"  done  upon  the  earth,  that  there  be  juft  men  unto  wham  it 
"  hiappeneth  according  to  the  work  of  the  wicked :  Again, 
"  there  be  wicked  men,  to  whom  it  happeneth  according  to  the 
"  work  of  the  righteous,"  Eccl.  viii.  14.  But  then  remember, 
that  it  is  but  in  the  earth  ;  here,  or  no  where,  God  muft  cha« 
ftife  his  children, 

4.  See  that  yoo  maintain  that  holy  courfe  of  religious  exer- 
cifes  in  your  family,  and  in  yourclotct,  wherein  he  walked  fa 
exemplarily  before  yoo.  Let  religion  live,  though  he  be  dead; 
and  convince  the  world,  I  pray  you,  that  it  was  God's  influence, 
and  not  your  hu(band'sonly,  which  was  the  fpringand  principle 
of  this  holy  courfe. 

5.  Strive  not  with  your  Maker,  .nor  fret  againft  the  Lord, 
under  this  irkfome  and  painful  difpenfation :  Remember,  there 
is  a  -woe  hanging  over  this  fin  ;  J  la.  xlv.  9,  10.  Woe  to  him  that 
drivefh  Vfitb  bU  Make*.    There  is  a  twofold  ftriving  of 
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with  God,  one  lawful  and  commendable;  wtoea  weftrirc  wS 
him  upon  the  knee  of  importunity  in  prayet ;  thas  Jacob  writ 
led  with  God,  and  prevailed,  Hof.  xii.  4.  The  other  is  htgUt 
tiafal  aad  dangerous,  when  we  preftune  to  ceafdlre,  or  accofc 
aoy  of  bit  works,  as  defective  in  wifdom  or  goodnefs.  He  tkt 
rrptuveth  God,  let  him  anfwer  it,  i.  e.  At  his  peril  be  a 
This  fmiaJ  driving  with  God  is  two-fold ;  either  vocal  or  m 
isi. 

I.  Vocal,  When  men,  in  bold  blafpbemous  language,  smigi 
the  wifdom,  power,  goodnefs,  or  faithf triads  of  the  Lord,  1 
the  bar  of  their  own  teafbn  ;  and  there  condemn-them,  faij 
their  mouths  agaiaft  the  heavens,  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  8,  y.  Tiki 
the  fin  of  the  wicked,  yea,  of  the  firft-born  fans  of  wield- 
nefs. 

%\  Menial,  Id  inward  frets,  murmurs,  repinings  agaieft  God; 
Prov.  xix.  3^  "  The  foojtfluftefs  of  man  perverts  his  way,  d 
"  his  heart  fretteth  agaiaft  the  Lord."  The  heart  may  oyo* 
impatiently  agaioft  God,  when  the  tongue  is  fllent :  Aadiffc 
frets  and  munnwk  of  the  heart  be  (as  indeed  they  are)  iner* 
pretativeiy  no  better  than  a  ftriviag  with  our  Maker ;  then  ft 
fro  would  be  found  more  common  amoqjg  good  men  ia  k 
faroxyfms  of  affliction,  than  we  imagine.  It  will  be  need- 
fury  therefore,  for  your  fake,  aad  for  the  fakes  of  Buoyant 
in  a  like  ftate  of  affli&ioa  with  you,  to  flay  a  While  on  tt 
head,  and  confider  thefe  following  queries. 

£>ucry  I.  How  far  may  we  enquire  of  God,  expoftolate,  d 
complain  in  times  of  ,affiic"Uoa,  without  fin  ? 

Query  II.  Wherein  lies  the  fiefulaefs  and  danger  of  escap- 
ing thefe  boondi  ? 

Qaery  III.   What  confideratioos  are  mbft  proper  aad  powa- 
fnl  to  rettrahj  the  afflicted  foul  from  this  (infill  excel** 

Query  1.  How  far  we  may  enquire  of  God,  expoftulafe  «i* 
him    and  complain  to  him  in  times  pf  affliction*  without  fa? 

Sol.  i.  We  may  humbly  enquire  into  the  caufes  and  rcafoes* 
God's  difpleafure  agatnft  us,  not  to  feek  matter  for  oar  ;# 
fication,  but  dureEHm  in  the  work  of  our  humiliation:  fofr 
vid  enquired  about  the  three  years  famine,  and  the  Lord  it 
formed  him,  for  wbofe  fake,  and  for  what  fin  it  was,  2$* 
xxi.  1 .  And  thus  Job  addrefled  to  him  in  the  day  of  bistfr 
tion,  Job  x.  2.  Shew  me  wherefore  thou  contend/ft  tuttf* 
i.e.  convince  me,  what  fpecial  frn  it  is,  for  which  1 10  d* 
affliftcd.  This  is  fo  far  from  being  our  fin,  tljat  it  is  both* 
duty,  and  the  excellency  of  our  fpirits :   it  is  a  child-like  u» 
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K»f  Wifllrig  to  know*  that  *e  m*y  be  particularly  hfcmbled  Jbf 
Hiat  fin,  and  for  ever  the  more  careful  to  (hun  it.     "  That 

*  which  I  fee  not*  teach  thou  me  j  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I 

*  will  do  fo  no  mpre,"  Job  txxiv^  32.    Thus  far  we  are  fafei 
2.  We  may  plead  by  prayer*  and  put  him  in  mind  of  his 

rriercies^  relations*  and  promifes,  in  drder  to  the  change  of  his 
providential  difyerifations  towards  us :  We  may  fay  to  him  wi- 
lier ,.the  ftjiartefl:  rod,  as  the  church  did,  u  t)oubtlefe  thou  art 
**  ott*  Father,"  Pfalm  lxxiv.  26.  Have  te(pfe&  to  the  cove^ 
riant;  or  as  Jacob*  Gem  xxxih  9*  i2i  "Thou  faidft,  Iwift 
w  furely  do  thee  good/* 

3  .We  may  complain  to  (Jod  under  our  iufferlhgs,  ahd  fprcad 
litem  before  him  in  all  their  circumftances  and  aggravations,  ajk 
Job,  tf  email*  Afaph,  Hezekiah  and  David  did.  He  allows  hi& 
children  to  complain  to  him,  W  riot  of  him  :  "I  poured  out 
««'  my  corhplaint  before  him  ;  I  fhewed  before  him  my  trou^ 
*«  ble*"  Pfal.  c*lii.  2,  To  whom  fhould  a  child  make  hik 
templaint,  but  to  his  father  ?  So  far  we  are  fafe. 

4.  We  ma*  fubmtffively  pray  for  the  removal  of  his  hand 
-from  us,  and  entreat,  that  his  anger  may  ceafe,  ahd  that  hfc 
"will  turn  agaih  and  heal  us  and  our  families,  ahd  hot  draw v 
forth  hid  anger  for  ever.  80  did  David/ Pfalm  xfrxix.  io* 
P€  Remove  thy  ftroke  away  from  me ;  I  dm  confumed  by  the 
^  blow  of  thine  hartd  ;"  q.  d  Ah*  Lord,  I  am  not  able  to  en- 
dure another  ftroke.  All  this  while*  we  are  fafe*  Within  the 
"bounds  of  our  duty.    But  then* 

Qtiery  2.  Wherein  lies  btir  fin  ahd  dattger*  in  exceeding 
thefe  bounds  ?  I  anfwer* 

$&l.  When  forgetting  God's  fovereigrtty*  an<t  the  tlefert  of 
Our  iftiquities,  We  arrogantly  cenlure  his  effe&ing,  ot  permit- 
ting providences*  as  if  they  had  no  conducency  to  his  own  glo* 
ry*  or  our  good.     This  is  both  finful  and  dangerous :  For, 

I  •  This  is  a  proud  exalting  of  our  owft  reafori  ahd  uridef  *  * 
ftariding  above  the  infinite  wifdorfl  of  Qod.  God  hath  rhade 
tour  reaftm  a  judge  and  arbiter  in  matters  within  its  crinijpher* 
ttnd  prbVincii  but  when  it  comes  to  furnmon  God  to  its  bar*- 
fend  article  again  ft  heaven,  it  is  ah  infirflerable  drrogaftcy ;  and 
we  do  it  at  our  own  peril.  God  will  have  all  toth  know,  that 
he  is  an  unaccountable  beihg,  Job  xxiiii.  13*  Yea,  he  Will 
'  liave  Us  to  know,  that  the  **  fooliftmefs  of  God  is  wifer  than 
w  men,"  r  Cor.  i.  25.  That  is*  that  thofe  very  works  of  Cod* 
which  mail's  proud  reiafon  adventures  to  cenfure  as  not  (o  wife 
a  method  as  their  OWn  would  be,  hath  more  wifdom  iu  them, 
Vol.  VD*  ,    %lls 
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than  all  the  deep-laid  defigns  of  the  greateft  politicians  In  tkc 
world.  And  it  is  ftrange  that  men  fhould  dare  to  attempt 
fuch  a  wickednefs  as  this,  after  Cod  hath  fo  feverely  punifhed 
it  in  the  fallen  angels.  ., 

2.  It  is  no  lefs  than  a  fpurning  at  the  foyereignty  of  God, 
from  whofe  pleafure  we  derive  pur  beings,  and  all  our  mercies, 
llev.  iv.  1 1 .  In  thefe  quarrellings  at  providence,  and  frets  at 
divine  appointments,  we  invade  his  throne,  and  controul  his 
fovereign  pleafure.  How  monftrous  were  it  to  hear  a  child 
quarrelling  with  his  father,  that  he  was  not  fo  and  fo  figured j 
or  the  clay-  to  chide  the  potter  for  moulding  it  as  it  ia  ? 

3.  It  is  deftru&ive  to  our  inward  peace  and  tranquillity i 
mind,  which  is  part  of  the  punifliment  of  this  fin ;  and  a  fiiuff 
ftripe,  a  fore  rebuke  it  is  from  the  hand, of  God  upon  us 

Contention  is  uncomfortable^  though  but  with  a  neighbour, 
vrorfe  with  a  near  relation  ;  but  a  quarrel  with  God  is  deftrac- 
tive  to  all  comfort  in  the  world.,  A  filiations  may  difturba 
good  man's  peace  ;  but  a  mutinous  fpirit  againft  Goo1,  deftroj? 
and  ftabs  it  at  the  very  heart.  What  is  the  fin  and  tormenta 
the  devils,  but  their  rage  againft  the  Lord,  and  fweiling again! 
the  methods'  of  his  grace  ?'  "He  feeketh  reft,  but  findd 
«  none,"  Match,  xii.  43.  The  peace;  of  our^irit  is  a  choice 
mercyi  and  might  he  maintained  amidft  all  our  affli&ions,  vac 
but  our  intereft  in  his  promifes,  arid  the;  true  level  of  hisprfr 
vidences  cleared  to  us. 

4.  It  is  irrational,  and  highly  unjunV  SO  give  the  caufc 
and  quarrel  at  the  effefts^  God  hath  righteaufly  and  infepar- 
ably  linked  penal  with  moral  evils ;  fin  and  fprrow,  by  the  la** 
of  heaven  are  tacked  and  linked  together  j.  he  that  doth  evil, 
{hall  fe:el  evil,  Gen.  iv.  7.  W,e  adventure  upon  fin,  M 
then  fret  at  affli&ion,  Pfov.  xixl  3.  "  The  fooliihnefs  of  ma 
€i  perverts  his  way,  and  his  heart  fretteth  againft  the  Lord. 
Is"  this  becoming  a  reasonable  creature  ?  Doth  not  every  man 
reap  as  he  foweth  ?  Can  the  feed  of  fin  bring  forth  a  crbp^ 
peace  arid  comfort  ?"  **  Why  doth  the  living  man  complain, » \ 
«  man  for  the  punifhment  of  his  fins  ?"  Lam.  Si.  39.    Search  j 

1  your  hearts,  and  fearch  your  houfes,  arid  you  will  quickly  (W  l 
that  all  your  afHiftions  in  this  world,  were  they  ten  thoufani  | 

.  times  more,  and  heavier  than  they  are,  do  not  come  n#r? 
•  the  defert  of  one  fin.  All  forrows,  lofles,  affli&ions  on  tte 
fide  hell,  are  quite  below  the  value  of  fin,  the  meritorious afll 
provoking  caufe  of  them  all. 

5.  It  is  foolifli  and  vain,  to  ftrive  againft  God,  and  conti 
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$erverf£fy  with*  Kim.  Can  our  discontents  relieve  u$  *?  Or 
our  murmurs  eafe  us  ?  Will  they  turn  God  out  of  his  way? 
No,  no,  He  is  in  one  mind,  'and  who  ean  turn  him  qfide  ?  Job 
Xt\\\€  13.  The  wheels  of  providence  %o  ftraight  forward,  and 
turn  riot  when  they  go;  Ezek.  i.  17.  We  may  bring  them  o- 
ver  us  to  crulh  us,  by  ftandirig  thus  in  their  way  *  but  cannot 
turn  them  out  of  theif  way.   "•'*.'. 

<c  If  they  (till  walk  contrary  to  me,  then  will  I  walk  contrary 
u  to  youi  and  purtifh  yoii  yet  feven  times  for  your  fins/*  Lev. 
xxiii.  14.  Or  I  will  walk  in  the  rafhnefs  of  mine  anget  ff ' 
fmiting  you  without  moderation,  as  men  do  in  their  rage  and 
fary<  This  is  all  we  fhall  get  by  fretting  againft  God.  Never 
expe&  relief  under,  or  releafe  from  the  yoke  God  hath  laid  on: 
your  necks,  till  you  be  brought  ro  accept  the  punifhment  of 
yfrur  iniquities,  Lev.  xxvi.41. 

6.  It  is  a  fin  full  of  odious  ingratitude  towards  your  God : 
Which  appears  (i;)  In  murmuring  be.caufe  it  is  fo  bad,  when 
'We  fhould  be  admiring  that  \t  is1  no  worfe.  ~  Are  there  not 
millions  in  hell  that  neVer  finned  at  higher  rates  than  you  have 
done?  Is  this  aifli&ion  as  bad  as  hell?  Hath  God  pardoned 
you  and  faved  you,  and  yet  doth  he  deferve  to  be  thus  requit- 
ed by  you  ?  (2,)  In  murmuring  that  pur  condition Js  fo  bad, 
when  we  may  every  day  fee  othe'rs  in  a  far  worfe  cafe,  who 
are  equal  with  us  by  nature,  and  we>re  equal  with  them  in 
guilt  and  provocation;  If  we  fpeat  -of  gutward^  affli&iona, 
certainly  others  would  be  glad  to  exchange  conditions  with  us, 
and  account  themfelves  happy 'in  our  circunpiftances,  Confi- 
der  the  defcriptioh  given  of  thdfb:  peffqns,  Job  xxx.  J,  4,  5. 
And  how  little  they  differ  in  ^he  manner  of  life  from  brute 
beafts  r  And  if  we  fpeak  of  inward  troubles^,  compare^  your 
own  with  thofe  of  Hemah,  and  Afaph,  in  Pfalm  lwii.  and 
Ixxxviii.  and  if  both'  together,  and  that  in  an'Jntenle  diet 
gree,  confider  Job  vr.  4^  and  you  will  fobn  fijid  your  eonditi-  . 
on  full  of  fparing  mercy :  Tnofe  excellent  perfons  that  were- 
fo  much  above  you  in  grace,  were  yet  plunged  fo  much  deep- 
er than  you  into  affliftions.  And  isit  hot  then  vile  ingratitude 
in  you,  thus  to  mutiny  and  charge  your  God  fodlijhly  ^  (3,) 
But  efpecially  here  lies  out  ingratitude,  jh  quarrelling  and 
fcenfuring  thofe  providences,  whofe  very  end  and  errand  is 

•Lii2\.  •••.       ,./,:  .: 

*  When  a  patient  ftruggles  under  the  pbyfici&n's  hand  he  receive* 
a'fmarfcertouch, 
y   t  Vp2*'v**reamiuUh;   f.*i  iv  wilt  walk  iafhlyt     * 
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our  eternal  good  \  Heb.  xii  10.  «  But  be  for  our  profit,  tbft 

**  we  might  be  partakers  pf  his  holinefs.*' 

7.  It  is  a  fin  that  deprives  us  of  the  fruits  apd  benefits,  of 
pur  affli&ions :  A  tumultuous  raging  ijpirit  reaps  no  good  by 
the  rod.  The  fruits  of  stiSiftioa  zxt  called  the  peaceable  fruits* 
Heb.  xii.  1 1 .  becaufe  they  are  always  gathered  ai^d  reaped 
down  by  the  afflicted  foul  in  a  quiet  ana  peaceful  temper: 
Amma  fedenfa  $j  quiefcendojit  fapifns.  Bloflbms  and  flowci* 
open  not  in  the  boifteirous  ftorpi*  of  winter,  bi^tiA  the  njjd 
and  geptle/pring. 

"\yejjl  then,  be  convinced  of  the  fin  apd  4anger  of  a  dtfpA- 
tented  (pint  under  the  fcagd  of  God,  and  inftead  <?£  mount 
ing  oyer!  loft  relations,  now  mo^ni  for  tfc<?  laiSt  of  patyeadi 
the  vautof  fubmiffion,  and  for  the  pride  and  arrogancytf 
your  own  reafpn,  that  prefumes  to  correct  the  works  of\be  At 
mighty  ;  and  fay  to  God^  as  Jpfeph  didtb  his  father,  when 
he  wittingly  crpffed  his  hands  in  blefliug  JEphraim  and  Mana£ 
feh,  Notjht  my  father.     This  is  not  fit. 

Qittry  3*  $ut  how  may  tbefc  evils  be  prevented  or  cuffL 
and  the  tempeftupus  foul  calmed  under  the  rod  ?  How  fhau 
all  ftrifes  betwixt  God  and  bis  people  be  ended,  and  the  fed 
piade  quiet  at  l$is  feet  ?    ' 

'  Reply*  Thti  klefl^d*  frame  of  foiritx  may  in.  a  great  degra 
and  m^afure  be  attained  in  the  u(e  pf  the  following  dize3i#a* 
I  fay,  in  tjieiir  ufe  and  application,  wot  by  the  prescription  or 
f'mple  knowledge  pf  them.     Audx 

Rule.  1.  The  firft  rule,  or  dire&toji  is  this :  Study  v/elltk 
glorious  fovereignpy  of  God  oyer  y^u,  and *awe  your  hearts  w& 
the  confederation  of  it*.  From  his  meije  pleafure, ,  you,  aai 
all  that  is  ypurs,  proceeded;  ori  I^is  pleafure  you  depend) 
and  into  that  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  your  wills  therefor* 
pught  to  be  reiblved  ;  «A  Whatever  the  Lord  pleated,  thatfe 
«*  did,  in  fyeaven  and  tip  earth,  in  the  fea  and  in  all  d«f 
"  places,"  Pfelm  exxxy.  6.  Man  an4  man  ftand  on  equal 
ground  *  a^d  if  our  reason,  b$  not  fatkfied  about  the  equity  <£ 
mens  dealings  with  us,  we  may  aft  wbp  did  it»  and  demand 
the  reafpns  yrhy  he  d*d  it ;  but  when  we  have  to  do -with  Godj 
we  muft  npt  difpvrte  bis  pleafure.  £et  the  potfherd  ftrwe 
-with  tbe  potfherds  of  {he  earth ;  but  tet  not  th<?  claydifpuK 
vith  the  potter.  Nov  the  fovereiggty  of  God  is.  gloripuflj 
difplayed  in  his  decrees,  law,  and  providences.*  (1.)  lob* 
decrees*  appointing  the  creatures  to  their  ends*  whether  © 
fe  veflels  of  mercy,  or  of  wrath,  Rom.  ix.  18,  19*  20.  fc 
this  cafe  there  muft  be  np  ctifpu^ipg  with  Qod»     (2.)  b 
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tf*  kflth  appointing  the  work  and  duty  of  the  creature,  as  aj« 
(b  the  rewards  and  puniihipems  5  James  iv,  1 2.  "  There  is  one 
f*  Law-giver,  that  is  stble  to  (ave  and  to  deftroy."  In  this  cafe : 
jbtts  fovereignty  Immediately  and  indifpenfably  hinds  the  con-r 
fcience  of  man,  and  no  human  authority  cap  diflblve  that 
obligation  :  Nor  muft  we  fnufFat  the  fevereft  qomma^d,  (3.^ 
The  glorious  foverdgnty  of  God  is  difplayed  in  bis  providers 
pal  adminiftrations,  appointing  every  man  to  that  ftation  and 
pondition  19  which  he  is  in  this  world ;  whether  it  be  high, 
or  low,  prosperous  or  agli&ed :  Pfalpi  Ixjcv.  6.  ««  I  faid  to  the 
H.  fool?,  deal  not  fooliftily,  &c*  for  promotion  cometh  not  from  < 
*c  the  eaft,  or  the  weft,  out  God  is  Judge  j  he  putfeth  down  v. 
t<  o^e,  and  fctteth  up  another."  Let  not  them  that  are  at  the 
fop  of  the  world  be  lifted  up  ;  nor  thoie  that  are  at  the  bottom 
be  dejected  ;,  for  God  cafts  every  man's  k>t>  and  changeth  their 
condition  at  his  pleafure  ;  a  word  pf  his  mouth  plucks  down 
the  lofty,  and  exalts  the  lowly  ;  he  woundeth,  and  his  hands 
make  whole*  Hence  it  becomes  the  a{Hi&ed  to  be  (till,  and 
Itnow  that  he  i$  God,  Pfalm.  xlv}.  10.  to  put  his  nioudi  in  the 
dull,  and  quietly  to  wait  for  his  (alvation.  :  All  our  fretting  and 
ftruggttflg  cannot  ftiafce  off  the  yoke  which  he  hath  put  upon 
Us  ^  but  a 'meek  and  quiet  fuhrmffion  to  his  will>  and  compli- 
ance with  his,  defigns,  is  the  heft  expedient  to  procure  our  free- 
dom* There  is  not  one  circumftance  of  trouble  befals  you#- 
without  his  order  \  nor  (an  you  expe£^  deliverance,  but  by 
order  from  him* 

Rule  2.  Study  the  tronfeendent  evil  of fin*  and  what  thr> 
demerit  *f  th?  leafi  Jin  that  ever  you  committed  is.  This  will 
becalm  your  tempeftuous  fpirits,  and  at  once  work  them  into. 
f  orientation  with  your  prefcnt  ftate,  and  admiration  that  it  i« 
90  worfe,,  Lam.  iii.  22,  39,  40.  \ 

Confider,  thou  querulous  and  difcontented  foul,  that  the' 
•wages  of  fin  is  death,  Rom.  vj.  ult.  that  tribulation,  anguifli, 
and  wrath,  are  due,  by  law,  to  every  foul  of  man  that  doth 
evil ;  that  fo  often  as  we  have  finned,  fo.  often  have  we  de- 
ferred hell :  and  fliall  we  then  charge  God  with  feverity,  -for 
fcourging  us  with  the  rods  of  gentle,  fatherly,  chaftifements  ? 
Is  this  hell  ?  Dare  you  fay  the  fevereft  affliction  that  ever  wa» 
upon  you,  is  above  the  demerit  of  your  fin  ? 

It  is  true,  indeed,  the  Lord  tells  Jerufalem,  that  Che  had 
c<  received  of  his  hand  double  for  all  her  fins,"  Ifa.  xl.  2.  But 
that  is  not  the  language  of  flri£t  juftice,  but  of  companion* 
rolled  together.  There  is  not  a  gracious  foul  in  all  the  world, 
\vt  will  readily  fubferibe  Ezra's  cqnfeflion,  that  God  hath  at- 
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fli&cd  it  Icfs  than  its  iniquities  deferve,  Ezra  ix.  i 3.  Oh *  if 
once  we  meafure  our  affli&ions  by  our  fins,  we  (hall  admire 
they  ate  fo  few,  fo  mild  and  gentle  as  they  are ! 

Rule  3.  Confider,  what  a  difference  there -is  betwixt  the 
fdintsx  meeting  with  affliclions,  and  their  parting  with  them. 
You  meet  them  with  trembling  and  aftoniihmentr  but  youihall 
part  with  them  with  praife  and  thankfgiving ;  bleffing  God 
for  the  manifold  bleffings  they  have  instrumental! y  conveyed 
to  yovr  fouls.  It  is  good  for  me,  faith  David,  that  I  have  been 
affii&ed.  Bythefe  things  fin  is  prevented,  difcovered,  and 
mortified;  the  infnaring  world  imbittered,  and  the  reft  to 
come  fweetened. 

Many  other  excellent  rules  may  be  added :-  try  thefe*  and  the 
Meffiiig  of  the  Spirit  accompany  them. 

*  To, conclude ;  be  not  fallowed  up  of  forjowsfor  what  yoa 
have  loft,  but  balance  all  the  troubles  of  this  Ufc  with  the- 
hopes^of  the  next.  Your  dear  children  ar$  gone,  your  fweet 
hulband  is  gene ;  but  confider  who  took  them,  and  whither. 
It  is  (aid  of  Enoch,  Gen.  v.  24.  "  He  walked  with  God,  and 
«*  was  not,  for  God  took  him."  Mr.  Upton  is  not,  and  yet 
he  is :  he  is  not  with  men,  he,  ip  with  God :  be  ceafes  not  to 
he,  though  he  ceafes  to  breathe :  he  is  taken  away,,  but  God 
took  him :  he  is  better  where  he  is,  than  where  he  was  :  though 
he  be  not  in  your  bofom,  he  is  in  ChrirVs. 

Imitate  his  zeal,  plain- hearted  nefs,  diligence  in  duties,  and 
you  mall  fliortly  meet  him  again,  and  never  part  any  more; ' 
'  t  Theff.  iv.  15,  1 6,  17,  18.  "  For  this  we  fay  by  the  word  of 
c«  the  Lord,  that  we  which  are  alive,  and  remain  to  the  com- 
*«  ing  of  the  Lord,  fliall  not  prevent  them  which  -are  afleep. 
«<  For  the  Lord  himfelf  (hall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  ihoot, 
u  and  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  the  trump  of  God: 
u  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  fliali  rife  firft:  Then  we  which  are 
€i  alive,  and  remain,  fhall  bo  caught  up .  together  with  them 
**  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air :  And  fo  fliall  we 
«  ever  be  with  the  Lord.  Wherefpre  comfort  one  artother 
u  with  thefe  words."  Did  you  but  know  the  d&ejr  empbafu 
of  thefe  words,  ever  with  the  Lord;  I  doubt  not,  but  you  would 
find  comfort  enough  in  them  for  ytairfelf,  and  a  great  ovfer* 
plus  for  the  comforting  of  others. 
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With  Pra&ical  Inferencea  from  each  Qucftion : 

l5  it  was  carried  on  in  the  Lord's  Pays  Exercifes  in  Dart- 
mouth,, in  the  firft  Year  of  Liberty*  1688.      ■ 

T    HE       P    R    E    F    A    C    E./ 

rHAT  catechizing  is  a,n  ordinance  of  God,  few  will 
do.t*btf  When  they  confider  the  apofttes  did  firft  lay  the 
ndamentals  of  religion ;  Heb.  Vt.  1.  And  "fed  babes  with 
-Ifrijk,  teaching  them  the  Tfirft  ^principles  of  the  oracles  of 

God/'  Heb.  y.  12.  and  queftionlefs  taught  them  in  that 
artner,  which  was  tnoft  fultabJe  to  the  capacity  of  the  learn - 
H  which  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  be  by  plain  and  Ihort  quc- 
ons,  and  fuitable  anfwers  thereunto ;  and  therefore  this  has 
en  a  conftant  pra&ice  in  the  church  of  God ;  and  the  primir 
e  church  had  a  particular  perfon4  appropriated  thereunto* 
iojn  they  called  Catechift;        ^  '    '* 

And  fo  all  well-governedj  and  wifely  managed  churches, 
ve  ftill  maintained^and  ufed  it,  as  knowing  the  rieceflity  and 
ifulnefs  thereof  5  for  the  younger  fort  to  inform  them  in  the 
nciples  of  that  religion  whereinto  they  were  baptized;  and 

the  eftabliihment  of  the  adult  and  more  aged  therein.  , 
Hence  have  iflued  thofe  little  compofures  of  all  the  funda* 
ratal  do&rines  of  faith  and  pra&ice  fo  handled  (which  we 
1  Catechifms)  in  the  churches ;  and  particularly  in  ours, 
ereof  there  are  many  and  divers,  whofe  authors  nave  well 
erved  for  their  endeavours  to  inform  and  edify  the  people 
reby. 

But  amdrtg  them,  all,  none  excel  this*  little  eatechifin  of  the 
fetnbly,  for  orthodoxy,  fulnefs,  and  njethod. 
Ajxd  becaufe  the  anfwers  therein  are  fome  of  them  prett* 
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large,  and  treat  of  the  mod  profound  myfteries  of  out  tdigi* 
on  j  therefore  feveral  perfo&s  have  beftowed  their  good  ant 
laudable  pains,  fome  in  defcanting  more  largely,  and  proviog 
by  Scriptural  reafons  the  particulars :  ope  had  fliewti  the  hawao- 
ny  thereof  with  the  articles~and  homilies  of  the  church  of  En- 

fland  (defigned,  I  fuppofe,  to  remove  the  prejudice  which  fome 
ave  taken  againft  it) :  others  have  parted  the  queftions  and 
anfwers  into  feveral  little  ones,  under  each,  to  make  them  more 
intelligible  to  younger  ones*  and  more  eafy  to  be  remembei 

Among  whom,  worthy,  orthodox,  and  excellent  Mr.  Job 
Havel  may  be  ranked,  who  among  other  of  his  many  mot 
profitable  labours,  applied  himfelf  to  the  chewing  of  this 
oread  of  life,  or  crumbling  it  into  fmaller  pieces,  for  the  m* 
•venience  of  children,  and,  indeed,  of  all  \  wherein  (as  in  all  to 
other  works)  he  hath  (hewn  himfelf  a  workman,  thai  needs  not 
to  be  aftiamed* 

There  needs  no  other  recommendation  to  this  Pofthumoa 
piece,  but  the  worthy  author's  name ;  he  was  removed  befwc 
he  had  completely  finiihed  it ;  he  had  prepared  his  queftiou 
and  anfwers  upon  the  fecond  petition  of  the  Lord's  Prcj(t\ 
but  lived  not  to  propofe  them  in  the  public  congregation.  God 
then  tranflated  him  into  his  kingdom  of  glory  above,  while  be 
wasfo  induftrioufly  endeavouring  to  promote  the  kingdom  tf 
grace  below. 

The  other  five  remaining  queftions  and  anfwers  (to  compto 
tike  work)  were  done  by  a  ruder  hand  $  as  may  be  eafily  # 
fcerned  by  any  obfervant  reader,  who  will  find  himfelf  tra* 
■fcrred  from  a  plain,-  clear,  and  delightful  ftile,  method©' 
manner,  into  more  rough,  diferderly  and  tanpleafant  ones \  fo 
who,  indeed,  could  equal  this  divine  labourer  ?  Not  the  coo- 
•pleater  $  who  would  account  himfelf  to  have  made  very  grot 
attainments  in  divinity  and  ufefulnefs,  if  he  were  left  b« « 
few  furlongs  behind  him. 

Let  the  reader  ufe  and  perufe  this  piece,  and  he  wifife 
caufe  to  bkfe  God  for  the  author* 

V^  A    LI. 


To   the    R    E    A    D    E    R. 

TH  E  Divine  providence  having  unexpe&edly  caft  my  to 
for  a  few  days,  in  Dartmouth,  where  that  blefled  mancf 
Cod,  Mr.  John  Flavel,  did  for  many  years  honour  Chriftf  ^ 
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^hotopured  by  him  5  I  haye  teen  favoured  with  a  jfight  pf 
i^t  moft  judicious  explication  pf  the  Affembly's  Catechifnj, 
rnich  is  emitted  herewith. 

£eing  defired  to  teftjfy  my  reifpe£k  to  the  worthy  author,  by 
reiacing  this  excellent  labour  of  his  with  a  few  lines ;  I  cap 
ruly  fay>  (as  fome  times  Baza  of  Calvin),  Now  Mr.  Havel  j$ 
£ad,  life  ljyill  be  left  fweet,  and  death  lefe  bitter  to  axe. 

jVIy  heart  bleeds  to  look  on  this  defolate  place,  and  hot  t& 
zc  him,  that,  whilft  living,  wa$  the  glory  pf  it. 

But  neither  the  author,  nor  his  writings,  (land  in  need  of 
tie  commendation  of  others,  much  lefs  of  mine. 

His  wojrks,  already  publi  fried,  have  made  his  name  precious 
n  bath  Englands  >  and  it  will  be  fo,  as  long  as  the  earth  (hall 
ndure. 

There  are  fome  cprifideratioris  which  may  caiife  the  reader  , 
q  expect  (and  he  will  not  find  himfelf  difappointed  therein) 
bat  which  i?  extraordinary  in  this  little  manual ;  for  the  aut- 
hor's heart  was  very  much  engaged  in  doing  this  feryice  for 
thrift,  in  thus  feeding  his  lambs.  x  And  he  did  hirnfelf  deftgn 
he  publication  of  what  is  here  committed  to  the  p'refs  ;  arid 
vas  very  defirous  (with  an  holy  fubpmfiion  to  the  will  of  Qojf) 
oliaveperfe&ed  this  work  before  his  deceafe ;  but  had  ilrahge 
ntimations  that  he  fhould  fiuifli  His  eourfe  before  that  eould 
le  done,         ;      . 

When  he  did,  kriva  vocf9  deliver  his  meditations,  there  were 
nany  enlargements,  and  lively  pauages,  which  are  not  here  in- 
erted :  neverfchelefs,here  is  as  much  as  he  thought  needful  Tor 
public  :rtew>  hot  being  willing  that  hie  booic  (houid  be  velu- 
fcimous.  s        ■    ,    . 

In  his  laft  Catechetical  ekercife*  concerning  Hallowing  thb 
tame  of  God,  he  was  exceedingly  enlarged  ;  but  he  muft  him- 
felf go  into  the  kingdom  of  glory,  when  he  intended  to  hav£ 
frfcdUTfed  on  that  petition,  Tiy  fingdom  comes 

ti.6  alio  began  fome  meditations  on  the  Jdys  of  hearten  ;  but 
before  he  had  an  opportunity  to  exprefs  .wha£  had  been  in  his 
beart,  the  Lord  Jefus  (aid  unto  him,  a  Enter  .thou  into  .tbd 
"  K>y  of  thy  Lord*"  And  thus  doth  it  happen  many  times  to 
theeniinent  and  holy  Servants  of  God.  * 

another  con fideration,  recommending  what  comes  here- 
with, is,  that  it  was  amohgft  Mr.  Flavel's  laft  works.  The 
(s&ohp  p»)(Wl«)  laft  fayings  of.  Wife  and  great  men  have  been 
efteemed  praculous  j  and  the  Scripture  puts  an  emphafis  on 
the  laft  words  .of  Davids  the  fweet  finger  of  Ifrael,  2  Sara. 

Vol.  VII,  M  m  m 
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xxiii.  I.  Not  that  thofe  were  the  lafl  words  that  ever  Dawl 
fpake,  only  they  were  written  not  long  before  his  death,  whca 
he  was  come  near  heaven. 

So  was  what  is  now  put  into  the  reader's  hand,  written  ty 
Air.  FJavel  not  long  before  his  tranflation  to  the  world  of  fouls, 
where  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  are  made  perfe&. 

There  was  a  more  than  ordinary  prefence  of  God  with  him 
io  his  laft;  arid  in  his  laft  day,  not  the  laft  fertmn  that  be 
.  preached  (which  was  June  21,  1691.)  he  did  more  than  once 
furprize  his  bearers  with  an  intimation,  that  that  might  be  the 
laft  time  he  mould  (peak  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
And  was  not  then  the  fecret  of  the  Lord  with  hirn  ? 

Dartmouth  will  know,  and  Devonfhire  will  know,  that  there 
has  been  a  prophet  among  them. 

And  now  my  foul  "bleeds  to  look  on  the  deaF  flock  of  God, 

which  are  as  fheep  without  a  ihepherd.     The  Lord  Jefus,  the 

.  great  Shepherd  of  the  flieep,  have  companion  on  them,  and  girt 

them  a  (hepherd  like  to  his  blefled  fervant  Flavel,  who  did  W 

many  years  feed  them  with  knowledge,  and  with  underftanding. 

Dartmouth^  March  2\J}>\ 

1692.  5         INCREASE  MATHER 


AN 

EX  P  OS  I  T  I    O  N 

OF      THE 

ASSEMBLY^   SHORTER  CATECHISM 

Quejtion  I.     Of  Marts  chief  End* 

WHAT  is  the  chief  end  of  man  ?  ; 

A.  Maris  chief  end  is  to  glorify  God)  andjoirjy 
him  for  ever,  ,     .  .  . 

Q^  1 .  Seeing  a  chief  fuppofeth  an  inferior  end  ;  what  is  ft* 
inferior  end  for  which  man  was  made  ? 

A.  It  was  prudently,  foberly,  and  mercifully,  to  go?ert,j 
ufe,  and  difpofe  of  other  creatures  in  the  earth,  fea,  and  air, 
over  which  God  gave  man  the  dominion  ;  -Gen,  i.  26.  Ari 
Cod  faid,  let  us  make  jonan  in  our,  image,  after  our  likencfc; 
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and  let  him.  have  dominion  over  the  fifh  of  the  fea,  and  over 
the  fowl  of  the  air»  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,, 
and  over  every  creeping  thing  that  cieepeth  upon  the  earth. 
So  Pfal.  viii.  6»  Thou  madeft  him  to  have  dominion  over 
•  the  works  of  tby  hands  \  thou  haft  put  all  things  under  his  feet. 
Q.  a.  What  then  is  to  be  thought  of  thofe  men,  who  being 
wholly  intent  upon  inferior  things,  forget  and  negle£k  their 
principal  end?- 

A.  They  are  dead  whilft  they  live  ;  1  Tim.  v.  6.  But  {he 
that  liveth  in  pleafure,  is  dead  whilft  {he  liveth:  They  have 
their  portion  in  this  life;  Pfal.  xvii.  14.  From  men  of  the 
world,  which  have  their  portion  in  this  life,  and  their  end  fc 
deitxudion  5,  Phil.  iii.  19.  Whofe  end  is  definition. 
.  Q^  3.  How  can  man  glorify  God,  feeing  he  is  perfectly  glo- 
rious in  himfelf  ? 

.  A.  Man  cannot  glorify  God  by  adding  any  new  degree  of 
glory  to  him  ;  Job  xxxv.  7.  If  thou  be  righteous,  what  giveft 
thou  him,  but  by  manifening  his  glory  with  the  lips  ?  Pfal.  1. 
23.  Whofo  offereth  praiife,  glprifieth  me  ;  or  with  the  life;' 
Matth.  v.  16.  Let  your  light  fo  ihine.  before  men,  that  they 
may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  'in 
heaven. 

Q^4-  Wherein  confifts  the  enjoyment  of  God  ? 
-  A.  It  confifts,  firft*.  in  the  facial  vifionof  him  in  heaven. 
Secondly,  in  full  conformity  to  him ;  1  John  iii.  2.  But  wq 
know,  that  when  he  fiiall  appear,  we  fliall  be  like  him,  for  we 
fliall  fee  him  as  he  is.  Thirdly  ,  in  that  full  fttisfa&ion  whicti 
j-efults  from  both  the  former  5  Pfal.  xvii.  15I  I  fhall  be  fatisfied 
when  I  awake  with  thy  likenefs 

Q^  5.  Can  none  enjoy  him  in  heaven,  who  do  not  glorify 
him  on  earth  ? 

A.  No  adult  perfon  can  fcripturally  expe&  happinefs  iit 
heaven  without  holinefs  on  parth  ;  Heb.  xii.  14.  And  holi- 
pefs,  without  which  no  man  fhall  fee  the  Lord.     Rom.  viif. 
,   .30.  Whomhejuftified,  them  he  alfoglprified. 

0^6.  How  comes  the  glory  and  enjoyment  of  God  our  chief 
end? 

A.  He  is  our  Matter,  and  rightful  Owner  and  Benefa&or  ; 

we  receive  our  being  and  prefervation  from  him,  of  him,  and 

through  him,  and  therefore  to  him  be  all  things*  Rom.  xi.  36. 

(^7.  Do  all  men  make  God  their  chief  end  ? 

A.    No,  they  do  not;  fome  make  their  fenfual    pleafure 

riieir  chief  end :  Phil.  iii.  19.  Whofe  pod  is  their  beUy  :  an4 

^1  m  m  2 
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feme  the  world,  Col.  iii.  5.  Mortify  therefore  yoUr  r«emkflS 

which  are  upon  the  earth*  and  cbvetoufhefi,  which  is  idolatry* 

Q.  8.  What  sire  Ac  fifcris  of  a  man'*  making  hrrnfelf  hi 
chief  end  ? 

A.  ThoTe  make  themferve$  their  chief  end,  who  ascribe  the 

5 lory  of  what  they  have,  or  do,  to  theinfelves,  arid  not  to  Gi)di 
)an  iy.  30.  The  king  (pake,  andfaid,  1$  not  this  great  Baby- 
lon which  I  have  built  ?  Ifa.  x.  1 8.  ?or  he  faith,  By  the  ftrengdi 
kH  my  Rand  have  I  done  it ;  and  by  my  vriftloto,  fot  I  am 
prudent ;  therefore  they  facrifice  tb  their  o^vri  her,  and  Wi 
ihcenfe  unto  (heir  drag,  flab,  i.  16.  '      • 

*"  Ql.  W  ^by  are  the;  glorifying  arid  enjoying  of  OW  put  to- 
gether," as  making  up  our  chief  end  ? 

A.  .Becaufc  tto  man  can  glorify  God,  thai  tafteS  Rim  not  for: 
lis  God ;  and  none  takes  him  for  his  God,  that  takes  him  riot 
for  his  fupreme  good  ;  arid  both  thefe  being  efferrtraUy  includ- 
ed in  this  potion;  of  the  chief  end,  are  therefore  jirftly  put  to- 
gether. 

Q^io.  What  is  the  firft  truth  inferred  hence  ? 

A.  That  God  Ijiath  dignified  man  -above  all  other  creatures 
dti  earth,  in  giving  him  a  capacity  of  ^forifymg  God  here, 
^md  of  enjoying  him .hereafter.    "    ; 

Q^  iTi .  What  is  the  fecond  truth  inferred  hehce  ? 

A.  That  the  foul  of  rhanls '  not  annihilated  By  death,  h* 
advanced  by  It ;  Phil.  1.  21. "To  die  is  gain.'  V.  23^  Having 
ileftre  to  depart',  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far  batten 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  third  truth  inferred  hence  ? * 

A.  That  it  is  the  duty  arid  wifdom  pf'  every  Cbrrftran  to 
renounce,  deny,  and  forfakeall  inferior 'interefts^andenjof-, 
merits,  when  they  corpe  in  competition  With  the  glory  of  God, 
and  our  enjoyment  of  him  :  Luke  xiv.  33!  So  KkeVifc  wb* 
Ibever  he  be  of  you,  that  fprfafceth  not  all  that  fee  hath,  he  can- 
not be  my  difcjple.   *'  ' V 

:   (^  13."  WTtat  is  the  fourth  inference  hence  ? 

A.  That  we  are  to*  abhpr and  renounce  all  thofe  do&riiitt 
ittid  prafti^es,  that  debate  the  glory  of  God,  and  exalt  and 

•magnify  the  creature,  .  ■> 

Of.  the  Scriptures  nsltmr  Rule* 

X^uefij.  i.  TTf^Hat  rule  hath  God  given  ib  direft  us  hot 
W       we  may  glorify  and  enjoy  him  ? 
A.  The  word  of  Godf  which  is  contained  in  the  fcriptum 
"of 'ttic  Oliahi  New'  Teftarrieniy  is  the  pnty  title  tb  direct  us ki 
^*  may  glorify  and  enjoy  %tm. 


Ah  Expofttion  <ftk  Ajfcmhtyt  ttieckfa  4&** 

<^  f.  How  can  the  fcriptufes  be  called  the  word  trf  Gtfd* 
being  the  things  contairited  there,  were  fpoken  and  writtea 
vy  men  ? 

A.  They  aretttil?  and  properly  called  the  word  of  God* 
fecaufethey  came  ^ot  by  %h,t  will  of  man;  but  holy  men  of 
kod  fpake  as  they  were  moved  fcy  the  holy  Ghoft,  %  Pet.' 
;*if.  •"".■' 

Q.  V  What  are  the  principal  argtitoeftts  to  perfusate  u$> 
hat  the  fcriptures  are  of  divine  authority  and  inspiration  ? 

A-  Three  things  efpecially  convince  us :  Fiirft)  The  holi- 
riefs  of  the  do&rine  therein  contained*  Secondly,  The  awful 
Efficacy  thereof  oh  the  foul.  Thirdly^  The  uncontroulable 
rhiraclefc  by  v*  bich  they  are  fealed,  put  it  beyond  all  rtftiotia} 
loubt  that  they  aire  the  very  Words  of  God. 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  hoHnefe  of  the  fcriptures  ?  and  how  doth 
that  prove  them  to  be  God's  word  ? 

* '  A.  The  holinefs  of  the  fcripfrufes  doth  appear  in  two  things : 
fir/ly  In  commanding  and  encouraging  whatfoever  is  pure* 
and  holy;  Phil*  iv.  8.  Whatfoever  things  arc  pure.  Second* 
fyt  In  forbidding  all  unholinefs,  under  pain  of  damnation; 
I  Con  vi.  9.  Know  ye  not,  that  the  unrighteous  fha)l  not 
Inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  &c.  This  fhews  that  they<»me 
tiot  frpni  Satan,  being  crofs  to  his  defign  1  nor  from  man,  ft 
being  againft  hi*  corrupt  pature ;  and  therefore  froft  Ged 
only. 

Q?  4-  What  is  their  authority  and  efficacy  on  the  foul  ?  and 
howdoth  that  prove  thefn  divine  ? 

A.  Their  authority,  and  efficacy  09  the  foul,  confifts  iii  three 
things  :  Firft,  In  the  power  they  have  to  fearch  and  difcovct" 
the  fccrets  of  men ;  Heb.  iv.  12.  The  word  of  God  is  quick 
and  powerful,  afid  fharpgr  than  any  two- edged  fword,  piercing 
even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the- join® 
and  marrow;  and  is  a  difcerper  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of 
the  heart.  Secondly  $  In  their  converting  efficacy,  changing  and 
renewing  the  foul;  Pfalm  xix.  "7.  The  law  of  the  Lord  i& 
perfeft,  converting  the  foul.  Thirdly^  In  their  cheating  and 
reftorhig  efficacy,  when  the  foul  is  caft  down  under  any  toward 
or  outward  trouble;  Pfal.  xix.  8.  The  ftatutes  of  the  Lord 
are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart.  No  human  power  can  do  fuch 
things  as  thefe;  John  xvii.  17.  San£tify  them  through  thy 
truth ;  thy  word  is  truth, 

Q^  5.  How  do  miracles  confirm  it  ? 

A.  Becaufe  all  proper  miracles  are  wrought  only  by  the 
$and  of  God :  John  iii*  2.  And  no  man  can  do  thefe  miracle]? 
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that  thou  doft,  except  God  be  with  him  :  and  fo  are  his  fed 
to  whatsoever  he  affixes  them,  and  it  confifts  not  with  his  truth 
and  holineft  to  fet  it  to  a  forgery., 

Q^  6.  What  was  the  end  of  writing  the  word  ? 

A.  That  the  church  to  the  end  of  the  world  might  have  a 
fure,  known,  (landing  rule  to  try  and  judge  all  things  by,  and 
not  be  left  to  the  uncertainty  of  traditions ;  John  v.  39. 
Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  Ufe» 
and  they  are  they  which  teftify  of  me. 

(^7.  Doth  not  the  authority  of  the  fcriptures  depend  on  the 
church,  fathers,  and  councils  ? 

A.  No,  the  fcriptures  are  not  built  on  the  authority  of  the 
church,  but  the  church  on  them ;  Eph.  ii.  20.  And  are  built 
on  the  foundation  of  the  apoftles  and  prophets,  Jefus  Chrift 
himfelf  being  the  chief  corner-ftone.  And  as  for  councils 
and  fathers,  the  fcriptures  are  not  to  be  tried  by  them  ;  but 
they  by  the  fcriptures;  Ifa.  viii  20.  To  the  law  and  to  the 
teftimony ;  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  be* 
caufe  there  is  no  light  in  them 

Q.  8.  What  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  this  proposition, 
that  the  fcriptures  are  the  word  of  God  ? 

A.  Three  things  may  be  hence  inferred.  Firfi9  The  |>er- 
feftion  of  the  fcriptures,  which  being  the  only  rule  given  by 
God,  muft  therefore  be  perfe&.  Secondly  9  That  it  is  the  right 
of  common  people  to  read  them ;  John  v.  39.  Search  the 
fcriptures,  Afts  xvii.  11.  Thefe  were  more  noble  than  thofe 
of  Theflalonica,  in  that  they  received  the  word  with  all  readi* 
nefs  of  mind,  and  fearched  the  fcriptures  daily,  whether  thofe 
things  were  fo.  Thirdly,  That  we  owe  no  obedience  to  the 
injun&ions  of  men,  farther  than  they  are  fumcie;ntly  warrant- 
ed by  the  written  word ;  Matth.  xv.  9.  But  in  vain  do  they 
worihip  me,  teaching  fordo&rines  the  commandrnjents  of  men. 

Of  Faith  and  Obedience. 

Quell.  3.  "TT  THat  do  the  fcriptures  principally  teach  ? 

\\  A.  The  fcriptures  principally  teach  what 
man  is  to  believe  concerning  Cody  and  what  duty  God  requires  ff 
man* 

Q.  1.  Why  i^  faith  conjoined  with  obedience,  and  -put  be- 
fore it  ? 

A.  Becaufe  faith  is  the  principle  from  whrnce  all  obedience 
flows;  and  no  man  can  perform  any  duty  aright  in  the  efbte 
of  unbelief;.  Heb.  xi.  6.  But  without  faith  it  is  impoflible  to 
pleafe  him  5  for  he  that  cometh  to  God,  muft  believe  that  be  is, 
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Q^l.  Cart  there  be  no  faving  faith  where  the  fcriptures  are 
not  known  and  preached  ? 

A.  No  ;  for  the  apoftle  faith,  Rom.  x.  14,15.  How  then 
{hall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  and 
how  {hall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ? 
and  how  thall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?  and  how  (hall 
they  preach  except  they  be  fent  ?  And  ver.  17.  So  then>  faith 
cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God. 

Q^  3.  Are  not  we  bound  to  believe  what  learned  men  teach 
us,  as  points  of  faith,  though  the  things  tjhey  teach  be  not  con- 
tained in  the  word  of  God. 

A.  No  $  if  the  things  they  teach  be  not  contained  exprefly, 
or  by  necefTary  confequence  in  the  word  of  God,  we  are  not 
obliged  tty  believe  diem  zf  points  of  faith ;  Ifa.  viii.  20.  To 
the  law,  arid  to  thd  teftimony,  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to 
this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them :  Gal.  i.  8. 
Though  we,  of-an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  other  gofpel 
unto  you,  than  that  which  we  have  preached  unto  you,  let 
m  him  be  accurfed.  And  Chrift  hath  charged  us,  Mattn.  xxiii. 
10.  To  call  no  man  mailer,  for  one  is  your  matter,  even 
Chrift. 

Q^  4.  Are  there  fome  things  in  fcripture  more  excellent  than 
others 5  becaufe  it  is  faid,  the  fcriptures  principally  teach  mat- 
ters of  faith  and  duty  ?  ' 

A.  Every  part  of  fcripture  is  alike  pure  5  Prov.  xxx.  5. 
Every  word  of  God  is  pure,  and  of  equal  authority,  but  not  of 
equal  weight ;  as  feveral  .pieces  of  gold  are  alike  pure,  and  of 
the  fame  ftamp,  but  not  of  equal  value. 

Q^  5.  What  may  be  inferred  hence ;for  ufe  ? 
A.  Firft)  Hence  it  is  our  duty  to  examine  what  we  hear,  by 
the  word 5  and  not  receive  any  doctrine  becaufe  men  confi- 
dently affirm  it,  but  becaufe  the  fcriptures  require  it $  Acte 
xvii.  1 1 .  Thefe  were  more  noble  than  thofe  of  Theflalonica, 
in  that  they  received  the  word  with  all  readinefs  of  mind,  and 
fearched  the  fcriptures  daily,  whether  thefe  things  were  fo. 
Secondly  ,  That  the  Chriftian  religion  is  not  notional,  but  prac- 
tical ;  and  that  impractical  faith  faves  no  man  ;  James  ii.  20. 
Faith  without  works  is  dead. 

God  is  a  Spirit. 

Queft.  4.  TTTHat  is  God  ? 

YY  A.  Cod  is  a  Spirit y  infinite*  eternal  and 
unchangeable  in  his  being*  wi/dom*  power*  holinefs*  jujlice*  good" 
nejsi and truth.  ' 
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Q^  I.  Can  the  nature  of  God  be  defined,  fo  as  men 92a y 
exprefs  properly  and  ftri£Uy  what  God  is  ? 

A*  No  |  lob  xi.  7.  Canft  thou  by  fearching  find  out  God  ? 
Canft  thou  pnd  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection  i 

W*  do  then  conceive  moft  rightly  of  God,  when  we  ac- 
knowledge him  to  be  unconceivable :  aud  therefore,  one  being 
ftfktd  the  queftion,  what  God  is  ?  anfwefed  rightly  j  If  I  fulif 
knew  that,  I  fhould  be  a  God  myfelf  £  for  God  only  knows  his 
own  efieace. 

Q.  a.  How  many  ways  are  there  by  which  men  may  know 
and  defcribe  the  nature  of  God,  thougji  <lill  with  imperffcS 
knowlf  dgc  ? 

A*  There  are  two  ways  of  knowing  God  in  this  life.  Fu& 
By  way  of  affirmation ;  affirming  that  of  Gpd  by  way  of  emi- 
nence, which  is  excellent  in  the  creature ;  as  When  we  affirm 
him  to  be  wife,  good,  merciful,  £rc.  Secondly }  By  way  of  ner 
gation*  when  we  remove  froqri  God,  in  our  conceptions,  all 
that  is  imperfect  in  the  creature ;  fo  we  fay,  God  is  immenfe* 
infinite,  immutable ;  and  in  this  fenfe  we  alio  call  him  a  Spi- 
rit* h  /•  he  l$  not  a  £ro^  corporeal  fubftauce. 

Q^  3.  How  many  forts  of  fpirits  are  there  ?  and  of  whick 
fort  i§  God? 

X  There  be  two  forts  of  fpirits,  created  and  finite,  as  an- 
gels,  and  the  fouls  of  men  are.  Secondly,  Uncreated,  and  &• 
*fir^te**and  fuch  a  Spirit  God  only  is,  infinitely  above  alio* 
ther  Spirits.  * 

Q.  4.  If  God  be  a  Spirit,  in  what  feme  are  we  to  underftam! 
alKthofe  fcriptures  which  fpeak  of  the  eyes  of  the  JLord,  the  eao 
and  hands  of  God ,?      •        .      • 

A.  We  are  to  underftand  them  as  expreffions  of  God,  to 
condefcenfion  to  the  we,ak,nefe  of  our  underftanding  $  even  as 
tfce  glory  of  heaven  is  expreffed  to  us  in  fcriptUre  by  a  city 
and  the  royal  feaft.  Thefe  fhadows  are  ufeful  to  os  whilft  *t 
are  in  the  body ;  but  we  fhall  know  him  in  heaven  after  a  more 
perfect  manner. 

Q*_  5.  "What  may  be  inferred  from  the  lpiritual  nature  of 
.  Cod  ? 

A.  Hence  learn,  that  it  is  both  finful  attd  dangerous  to 
frame  an  image  or  picture  of  God.  Who  can  make  an  image 
of  his  foul,  which  yet  is  not  fo  perfect  a  Spirit  as  God  is  ?  Anil 
as  it  is  finful  to  attempt  it,  fo  it  is  impofiiWe  to  do  it  ;  Dent 
\iv.  15,  16.  Take  ye  therefore  good  heed  unto  yourfelves;  for 
ye  faw  no  manner  of  fimflitude,  on  the  day  that  the  Lord  fpate 
to  you  in  Horeb,  out  of  the  midft  of  the  fire  5  left  ye  corruji 
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fatttfclvcs,  and  make  fo\x  £  graven  ihi*ge,  the  fimilitude  of 
liiy  figure,  dr. 

Q.  6.  What  elfe  itify  fee  inferred  (rein  thence  ? 

A.  That  our  fouls  are  the  moil,  noble  and  excellent  part  of 
k£,  which  tntfft  refembies  God ;  and  therefore  biir  chief  re- 
Jaird  atld  Card  (hould  be  for  thelh,  whitevef  becomes  of  the" 
rile  body ;  Matth.  xvi.  26.  For  what  is  d  mah  profited,  ir"  he 
gairi  the  whole  world,  and  lofe  hts  Own  foul  ?  Or  what  fhall  a 
than  give  iii  exchange  for  his  foul  ? 

tQ^  7.  Whfct  further  truth  may  be  inferred  hence  ? 

A.  That  men  ftoiild  beware  of  fpiritual  fins,  as  well  as  61" 
grofs  and  outward  fins  $  for  there  is  a  f\lthinefs  of  the  fpirit,  a£ 
terell  as  of  the  flein ;  S  Cor.  Vii.  1.  Let  us  cleahfe  ourfelves 
from  all  filthinefs  of  flefli  and  fpirit ;  and  as  God  fees  them*  t6 
he  greatly  abhors  thern,  as  fins  that  defile  the  noblelt  part  of 
tfiah,  on  which  he  ftarn]ped  his  own  image. 

Q^  8.  What  alfo  may  he  inferred  from  henqfc  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn,  that  fpiritual  worship  is  mpft  agreea- 
ble to  his  nature  and  will ;  and  the  more  {pirifual  it  is,  the 
more  acceptable  it  will  be  to  him ;  John  iv.  24.  God  is^a  Spi- 
Kt,  and  they  that  worfhip  -ftim,'  muft  worihip  him  in  feint 
arid  in  tntfh.  Externals  in  worfhip  are  of  little  regard  with 
God  j  as  places*  habits,  geftures,  &c* 
Apply  thisx 

Firfti  To  fuperftitious  men,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  I,  2,  3. 

Secondly ,  To  children,  that  fay  a  prayer,  but  mind  not  to 
whom,  nor  what  they  fay. 

Of  God's  Infinity. 

Queft*  1 .  "TTt  7"  H  A  T  is  the  fenfe  and  meaning  ot  this 
W       word,  [infinity?] 

A.  It  fignifies  that  which  hath  no  bounds  or  limits,  witlith 
which  it  is  contained,  as  all  created  things  are. 

Q^  2.  In  how  many  relpeflb  is  God  infinite  ? 

A.  God /is  infinite  or  boundtefs  in  three  refpe&s. 

Pir/t)  In  reipe&  of  the  perfe&ion  of  his  nature ;  his  wif- 
dom,  power,  and  holinefs,  exceed  all  meafure  and  limits ;  3s 
1  Sam.  ii.  2  There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord,  be*  Secondly* 
In  refpeft  of  time,  and  plv*ce ;  no  time  can  meafure  him  ;  Ila. 
lvii*  15.  Thus  faith  the  high,  and  lofty  One,  that  inhabiteth 
eternity  ;  1  Kings  viii.  27.  Behold  the  heaven  of  heavens  can- 
not contain  thee,  how  much  lefs  this  houfe  which.  I  have  built  ? 
The  heaven  of  heaven$:  contains  all  created  beings  $  but  ao** 
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the  Creator.  Thirdly  ,  In  refpett  of  his  incomprehenfiblehefi* 
by  the  understanding  of  all  creatures  $  Job  xi.  7.  Canft  thou. 
by  fearching  find  out  God  ?  Canft  thou  find  out  the  Almighty 
to  perfeftion  ?  >         ' 

Qi_  3*  H  God  De  tnus  infinite*  and  no  underftanding  can 
•  comprehend  him,  how  then  is  itfaid  in  1   John  iii.  2.   We 
fliall  fee  him  as  he  is  ? 

A.  The  mearting  is  not,  that  glorified  faints  (hall  compre- 
hend God  in  their  understandings  ;  but  that  they  (hall  have  a 
true  apprehenfive  kuowledge  of  God  j  and  that  we  (liall  fa 
him  immediately,  and  not  as  we  do  now  through  a  glafc 
darkly. 

Q.  4.  What  is  the  firft  lefibn  to  be  learnt  from  God's  infr 
nity  r 

A.  That  therefore  men  fhould  tremble  to  fin  even  in  fecret; 
Pfal.  exxxix.  1 1.  If  I  fay,  furely  the  darknefs  (hall  cover  me, 
even  the  night  (hall  be  light  about  me. 

Q^5.  What  is  the  fecond  inftrucHon  from  hence  ? 
A.  The  fecond  inftru&ion  is,  That  there  is  an  infinite  evil 
in  fin,  objectively  confidered,  as  it  is  committed  againft  an  in- 
finite God;  and  therefore  it'deferves  eternal  puniftiment; 
and  no  fatisfaction  can  poflibly  be  made  for  it,  but  by  tic 
blood*  of  Chrift ;  iPetfi.  18.  Forafmuch  as  ye  know  that  ye 
were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold 

« but  with  the  precious  blood  of  ChrinV 

,Q^6.  What  is  the  third  inftru&ion  from  God's  infinity? 
.  *  A.  The  third  mftru&ion'is,  that  thofe  who  are  reconciled 
to  God  in  Chrift,  need  not  fear  his  ability  to  perform  any  mer- 
cy for  them ;  for  he  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  abo?e 
all  that  we  can  afk  or  think,  Eph.  iii.  20.  And  thofe  that  are 
'  not  reconciled,  are  in  a  very  miferable  condition,  having  in- 
finite power  fet  on  work  to  punifh  them  5  2  ThefiT.  i.  9.  Who 
fhall  be  punifhed  with  everlafting  deftruc-uon  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power. 

Q^7.  What  is  the  fourth  inftruc^ion  from  God's  infinity? 

A.  That  no  place  can  bar  the  accefs  of  gracious  fouls  to 

God :  They  are  as  near  him  in  a  dungeon,  as  when  at  liberty; 

and  that  he  knows  their  thoughts,  when  their  tongues  cannot 

utter  them, 

[Eternal.'] 
Queft.  r.  TTTHAT  is  it  to  be  eternal,  as  Godis  ? 

YY  A.  The  eternity  of  God  is,  to  be'withonr  '. 
beginning,  and  without  end 5  Pfal.  xc.  2-  From  everlafting  ; 
to  eyerlalting  thou  art  God.  ] 
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Q^  2.  How  doth  God's  eternity  differ  from  the  eternity  of 
rogels,  and  human  fouls  ?  • 

A.  It  differs  in  two  refpe&s  ;  Fir/i9  In  this,  that  though  an- 
;els,  and  the  fouls  of  men  fhall  have  no  end  ;  yet  they  had  a 
beginning,  which  God  had  not*  Secondly^  Our  eternity  is 
by  gift  from  God,  or  by  his  appointment ;  but  his  eternity  is 
neceffary,  and  from  his  own  nature. 

Q^}.  In  what  fenfe  is  the  covenant  called  an  evcrlafting 
covenaiit  ? 

A.  The  covenant  is  called  an  everlafting  covenant,  2  Sam* 
xxiii.  5.  becaufe  the  mercies  of  it,  conveyed  to  believers,  as 
pardon,- peace,  and  falvation,  are  mercies  that  (hall  have  no 
end. 

Qi,  4«  In  what  fenfe  is  the  gofpel  everlafting  ? 
A.  The  gofpel  is  called  the  everlafting  goipel,  Ret.  xiv.fr. 
becaufe  the  effects  thereof^  upon  the  fouls  it  fanftifies,  will  • 
abide  in  them  for  ever.     *  ^  *-••■.. 

Q^5-  In  what  fenfe  is  the  redemption  of  CHtf  ft 'called  the 

eternal  redemption  ?  • 

A,.  The  redemption  of  Chrift  is  called  eternal  redemption 

*in  Heb.  ix.  12.  becaufe  thofe  whom  he  redeems  by  his  blood, 

lhall  never  more  come  into  condemnation ;  John  v.  24.  He 

that  heareth  my  word,  arid  believeth  on  him  that  fent  me,  hath 

everlafting  life,  and  fhall  not  cdrne  into  condemnation,  but  is 

:paffed  from  death  unto  life. 

Q^  6.  Why  is  the  laft  j udgment  of  the  world  by  Chrift,  cal- 
led eternal  judgment  ? 

•     A.  The  laft  judgment  is  called  eternal  judgment,  not  be- 
caufe God  judged  men  from  eternity,  or  becaufe  the  day  o'f 
judgment  (hall  laft  to  eternity;  but  becaufe  the  confequences 
of  it  will  be  everlafting  joy  or  mifery  to  the  fouls  of  men '5 
.  therefore  it  is  called  eternal  judgment  5  Heb.  vi>  2.    - 

Q^  7.  What  may  yricked  men  learn  from  the  eternity  of 
God? 

A.  Hence  wicked  men  may  fee  theif  6wn  mifery  in*  the 
perfe&iori  of  it ;  that  they  will  have  an  eternal  enemy  to  a- 
venge  himfelf  upon  them  for  ever^  in  the  world  to' come; 
2  Theff.  i.  9.  Who  fhall  be  punifhed  with  everlafting 'deftruc- 
tion,  from  the  prefence  df  the  Lord. 

Q^  8.  What  may  good  men  learn  from  it  ?  * 
A.  That  their  joy-and  happinefe  will  be  perfect  and  end- 
lefs/who  have  the  eternal  God  for  their  portion  ;  Ffal.  xvi.  1  r.. 

Niin'2  .  - 


*6|       ,  At  Station  Hf  tk?  Jtfen&tyt  &*#&$*. 

In  thy  prefence  19  fujnefs,  pf  joy*  #  thy  Hgbt  ktti  &er#  «re 

pleafures  for  evermore. 

Q^o.  What  puiy  siU  men,  gopdandMj  torn  from  ft? 

A*  AH  men'  may  Jeani  three  things  fjpin  tl*e  eternity  of 
Go4:  f«#,  Thy  their  life  is  ?  thing  of  nought  cpmpared,  witji 
C?q4  i  J>faJ,  wpc.  5.  Mine  ^ge  i*  a?  noting  before  the*. 
Secondly y  That  fins,  or  duties,  }o*g  fete  cgnjiii^ed,  OT  per- 
formed! ye  %11  prefent  before  Qo^.  T&«ffjs  T*»*  CJod  can 
never  want  opportunity  to  do  his  work,  and  carry  aftlii$  <£$- 
CgW  in  the  world,  All  tfm*  i*  in  tht  hi^4  9*  tfcf  eternal 
Gqds  Rev.xii  j*.  Thed>ril  fc  $oroe  down,  in^e  you,  fry- 
ing gW?t  wmh,  b*jc*yfe  be  toi9*e$  ifetfte  haft  bit  3  ftp* 
time. 

Of  Gtfs  Unchang*<&l**fa 
Qjjejft.  |.  \JI  THAT  ftripmuef  plainly  aflprt  thi*  ^ttrify|te  ? 
\\  A.  food,  iij.  1 4.  And  God  faid  unto 
Mofes,  I  AM  that  I  AM.  Dan.  vi.  16,  For  he  i&  f&e  living 
•God,  and  fod&ft  fe>r  ewe*  i  laoatq  J.  17.  With  whom  is  n^  va- 
riableness, neither  fhadow  of  turning. 

Q^%   Whence  doth  God's  immutability  flow? 

4..  The  immutability  of  God  flows  fron*  the  pejfe&iAn  of 
hi*  Aa*m;e,  IP  which  nothing  can  fee  added,  *p<k  *W»  which 
nothing  Qai*  he  %*km  ?wy»  If  any  thing  $opl4  be,  ^ddo^d  tp 
*iakc  b™  better  ttan  he  i%  j  or  if  any  fting  could  be  j%hen  %- 
way,  to  make  him  lefs  good  than  he  is,  {ho*  he  w^re  30*  {be 
cliieftft  goo4,  «pV  consequently,  not  God. 

Q^  3*  By  what  other  argument  proves  you  his  immutability? 

A.  I  prove  it  Gfoiji  the  eternity  of  God*  If  God  he.  etetnal, 
lie  muft  he  immutable :  for  if  he  change  by  addition  of  fom$- 
thingto  him  ho  had  not,  before,  then  the* e  is  fpn*ething  in 
God  which  be  had  npt  from  eternity  :  And  if  he,  change  by  dir  | 
sninution,  then  there  was  fomertnng  in  God  fcon>v  eternity, 
<irhjc&  W*  w  not  i  but  from  everlafting  to  eifeflafting  he  is  the 
fame  God,  and  therefore  changeth  not.       v 

jQ^  4.  Bud  i%  h  find,  God  repents,  and  repentance  is  a 
change  *  How,  then  is,  he  unchangeable,  and  yc%  repeats  I 

A.  In  thofe  phrafe*  God  fpeaks  fo  u&  a^  we  rnjuft ipcak  o& 
nnd  to  hiia  1  not  properly,  but  after  the  manner  oJF  nien  5.  and 
it  only  notes  a  change  in  Ins  outward  providence/,  no£  in  fy 
nature. 

Q.  5.  But  how  could  Cod  become  man,  a^d  yet  90  change 
ttiadeonhim? 

A.  There  is  a  twofold  change. i  one  a&ive,smade  by  God, 
%^at  we  allow  1  He  made  a  change  upoi*  our  nature  by  uniting 


Sfc  to  Qhfift  %  but  a  paffive  change  made  upon  God*  we  deny- 
*JTaq  nature  of  man  va.?  roa^te  mp*e  excellent,  tut  the  divine 
nature  was  (till  the  fam$, 

Qij<J.  Wha*  if  $&  fi*#  inftru&ion  from  God*s  immutability  ? 
A-  Tba*  theft  that  a*e  *noft  unchangeable  in  holinef^  are 
jgM>ft  £  Jqe  Gad :  Let;  him,  tbat  is  holy  be  holy  ftilt 
Q^  7.  What  is  the  fewnd  infcqtlion  hqnqe  ? 
An  That  the  ha^ppinek  of  God's  people  is  firm  and  fore*  be- 
ing ftill  upon  the  word  of  an  unchangeable  Qqd  j  JflEal,  ni,  &. 
JpcMT  {  ana  f;he  kord  \  I  change,  not' ;  tberefofS  ye  fcn$t>f  Jaeob 
aye  not;  confamed,  Hjeh.  vi.  i§. 

Qb&  ^h*t  *$  *ft*  tWn*  ipftru&ton  frq*n  thi$  attribute? 
A*  That  the  hopes  qf  all  wickejd  men  are  vain,  being  built 
upon  a  prefanapt&ofl,,  tfeat  Qpd  wiU  n<H  deal  with  th$nj  a$  he 
la#h  threaded  ta  wJU  dp., 

Q^9.  TJTha*  is  th£  laft  inftru^ion,  from  God's  i  wnul&bility  ? 

A..  T^h^t  Chriftians  may  ta&e  as  much  encouraggnj^  now 

from  tbe  nature,!  word,  and  providence  pf  Godf  **  the  faints  in 

^ny  former  generation  did,  or  inigltf:  dp ;  for  he  is  tfce  fain* 

now  he  was  then. 

Of  G^tf*  m/dm. 
Qgeft  1.   T  TQW  manifold is  the  wifdom  of  God? 

XX  ^  Tbere is  a  perianal  and  efiential  wifdouj 
of  God ;  the  pcrfonal  wifdom  is  the  Son  of  God ;  1  Cow.  J..  24. 
iCbriftj  the  po^fer  of  God,  apd  the  wifdom  of  GQd  \  Col:  ii.  3. 
In  whom  are  hid  ajl  the  treafiprQS  of  wifdom,  and  knowledge. 
Tbeeflential  wAidoin  of  Qod  i$  the  effence  of  God  j  of  which 
this  queftion  fpeaks, 

Q^2.  What  i$  the  effential  wifdom of  God  ? 
•  A.  The  efijentia}  wifdom  of  God  is  his  mqft  cxa&  and  perr 
.  fe&  knowledge  of  bimfelf  and  all  hi$  creatures,  and  his  order- 
ing and  difpofing  tbem.  in  tl\e  moft  convenient  manner,  to-  the 
glory  of  his  own  name ;  Eph.  i.  1 1 .  According  to  th«  pujr- 
pofe  of  him  wba  v/orke th  all  things  after  the  couofel  of  hi$  dwr 
Vill. 

Q,  3.  What  is  the  firft  property  of  God's  wifdom  ? 
A*  The  fiifft  property  is,  he  is  only  wife  5  Rom.  xv'u  27.  To 
God,  only  wdfe*  be  glory :  And.  whajfoever  wifdom  is  in  an;* 
gels,qrm/en*isall  derived  and  borrowed  from  God,  but  his 
from  none;  Ifa.  xl.  14.  With  whom  took  he.counfel?  and 
whp  inftrujfted  hinj,  and  taught  him  in  the  path  of  judgment, 
.and  taught  him  knowledge*  ^nd  ftiewcd  to  him  the  way  of 
i&derftanding  ?  # 

0^4.  Wb^;  i?  tfee  frqqi?d  pcopctty  ©f  Qod'*  vifdojn .? 
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A.  The  fecond  property  is,  that  he  is  inconrprehenGble  iri 
his  wifdom ;  Rom.  xi.  33,  34.  O  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both 
of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God,  he. 

0^5-  What  is  the  third  property  of  the  wifdom  of  God  ? 

A.  The  third  propsrty  is,  that  God  is  perfeftly  wife,  'which 
no  creatures,  no,  not  the  very  angels  in  heaven  are  ;  Job  iv.  18. 
And  his  angels  he  chargeth  with  folly.  •    * 

Q^6.  What  is  the  moil  glorious  and  eminent  difcovery  of 
the  wifdom  of  God  ?  ' 

A.  The  moft  glorious  difplajr  of  the  wifdom  of  God,  was  in 
the  work  of  our  redemption  by  Jefus  Chriftj  Col.  ii.  3. "In 
whom  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  arid  knowledge  \ 
1  Cor.  i.  24.  Chrift  the  wifdom  of  God. 

0^7-  What  is  the  firft  inftru&ion  from  GodV  wifdom  ?       r 

A.  The  firft  inftru&ion  is,  that  God  is  a  fit  objeft  of  our 
truft,  dependance,  and  refignatiofrr  ifa.  xxx.  18.  And  there- 
fore will  the  Lord  wait,  that  he  may  be  gracious  unto  you; 
and  therefore  will  he  be  exalted,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon 
you  j  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment ;  blefled  are  all  they 
that  wait  for  him.  ; 

Q^8.^  What  is  t;he  fecond  inftru&ion  from  hente  ? 

A.  The  fecond  Inftru&ion  is,  that  it  is  a  dangerous  arrogancy 
in  the  creature,  either  to  prefcribe  unto  God,  and  dire£fc  his 
•Maker  ;  Job  xxi.  22.  Shall  anv  teach  God  knowledge,  feeing 
he  judgeth  thofe  that  are  high  r  Or  to  quarrel  with  his  provi- 
dences, as  not  fo  fit  and  convenient  as  they  fhould  be;  Job  xl. 
2.  Shall  he  that  contendeth  with  the  Almighty  inftru&  him  ? 
He  that  reproveth  God,  let  him  anfwer  it. 

(^9.  What  is  the  third  inftru&ion  from  it  ? 

A.  That  the  people  of  God  have  much  reafon  to  quiet,  .and 
encourage  themfelves,  when  crafty  and  fubtil  enemies  fiir- 
round  them  }  for  the  foolifhnefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  men, 
I  Cor.  u  25. 

Q^ib.  What  is  the  fourth  inftru&ion  from  God*s  wifdom  ? 

A.  The  fourth  inftru&ioh  is,  that  the  true  way  to  wifdom, 
is  to  be  fenfible  of  your  own  folly  ;  1  Cor.  iii.  18.  If  any  man 
among  you  feemeth  to  be  wife  in  this  world,  let  him  become  a 
fool,  that  he  may  be  wife.  And  to  apply  ourfelves  by  prayer 
to  God  the  foundation  of  it,  Jam.  i.  5.  If  any  man  lack  wif- 
dom, let  him  a(k  it  of  God. 

Q^i  1.  What  is  the  laft  inftruition  from  God's  wifdom  ? 

A.  That  the  ftudy  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  fcriptures,  is  to  be 

preferred  to  all  other  ftudies  in  the  world  ;  Col.  ii.  3.  In  whom 

-e  hid  all  the   treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge.  .And, 
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the  fcriptures  contain  all  that  wifdom  which  is  for  ourfalvation; 
x  Cor.  ii.  17.  But  wc  fpeak  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery^ 
even  the  hidden  wifdom  which  God  ordained,  before  the  worlds 
unto  our  glory.  '        , ,  • , 

Of  God's  Power. 
<3jieft. .  1 .  TTTHat  is  the  power  of  God  ?  f 

"  *  *     A.  An  effential  property  of  his  nature,  where- 

"by  he  can  do  all  things  that  he  pleafes  to  have  done 5  Jer.  xxxiL 
^7.  Ah  Lord  God,  behold,  thou  haft  made  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  by  thy  great  power,  and  ftretched-out  arm  ;  and  there 
'  is  nothing  too  hard  for  thee. 

Q^  2.  What  evidences  have  we  before  our  eyes  of  the  al- 
mighty power  of  God  ?  » 

A,  It  appears  in  the  creation  of  the  world;  Rom.  i.  2Q» 
For  the  invisible  things  of  him,  from  the  creation  of  the  wprldj 
are  clearly  feen,  being  underftood  by  the  things  that  are  made,, 
even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead.  And  its  fuftentation  ; 
Heb.  i.  3.  Who  upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power*. 
.     Q^3.  Did  God's  power  ever  aft  its  utmoft  ? 

A.  No  ;  he  can  do  more  than  ever  he  did,  or  ever  will  do  *% 
Matth.  iii.  9.  God  is  able  of  thefe  ftones  to  raife  up  children 
unto  Abraham,  Matth.  xxvi.  £3. 

Q^4  Are  there  not  fome  things  which  God  cannot  do  ? 
'    A.  Yes,  there  are;  but  they  are  fuch  things  as  are  incon- 

fiftent  with  his  truth  and  holinefs;  Tit  i.  2. which  God, 

that  cannot  lie ;  2  Tim.  ii.  13.  He  cannot  deny  himfelf. 

(^5.  What  is  the  firft  thing  inferred  from  God's  power  ?  . 
A.  That  all  the  creatures  neceflarily  depend  on  him  for. 
what  ability  they  have  ;  and  without  the  permiflion  of  the  fu- 
preme  power  they  can  do  us  no  hurt ;  John  xix.  1 1 .  Thou 
couldeft  have  no  power  againft  me,  except  it  were  given  thee 
from  above. 

Q^6.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  That  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  the  promifes, 
need  be  no  ftumbling-blocks  to  our  faith  ;  Rom.  iv.  20,  21. 
He  daggered  not  at  the  promifes  through  unbelief,  being  fully 
perfuaded,  that  what  he  had  promifed  he  was  able  alfo  to  per- 
form. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  this  attribute  ? 
A.  The  faints ,  need  not  be  feared  at  the  greatnefs  of  their 
fufferings  ;  their  God  can  carry  them  through  ;  Dan.  iii.  17. 
Our  God,  whom  we  ferve,  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burn- 
ing fiery  furnace. 
t  Q^  8 .  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ?      . 
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A.  Tliat  the  falvation  of  God's  people  is  certain,  whatever 
their  dangers  be,  being  kept  by  this  mighty  power ;  i  Pet,  i.  5. 
Who  are  kept  by  the  potter  ot  God  through  faith  unto  filiati- 
Q^ 9.  What  is  the  laft  inference  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  date  of  the  damned  fc  UncoftCd? ably  ttufc 
liable  ^their  puhiftiment  proceeding  from  the  glory  of  the 
Almighty  %  2  Theff.  i.  9.  Who  fliall  be  punifhed  with  evet- 
hfttng  deftfu£tion,  from  tlie  pretence  of  the  Lord,  and  tk 
glory  of  his  power. 

Qf  God's  Holinefs. 
Queft.  i.  TJ  O  W  manifold  is  the  holinefs  of  6od  > 

JlI  A.  The  holinefs  of  God  is  twofold  $  com- 
municable, or  incommunicable;  x>f  his  communicable  holinefs 
the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Heb*  xii.  10.  But  he,  for  our  profit,  that  we 
might  be  partakers  of  his  holinefs.  Of  his  incommunicable 
fcohnefe  that  fcripture  fpeaks,  1  Sam.  ii.  2.  There  is  none 
fcoly  as  the  Lord* 

Q.  2.  What  is  the  effential  and  incommunicable  holinefs  of 
God? 

A.  It  is  the  infinite  purity  of  his  nature,  whereby  he  delights 
in  his  own  holinefs,  and  the  refemblance  of  it  in  his  creatures, 
and  hates  all  impurity;  Hab.  i.  13.  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  evil,  and  canft  not  look  on  iniquity. 

(^3.  What  is  the  firft  property  of  God's  holinefs  ? 

A.  He  is  efientially  holy :  Holijiefs  is  not  a  feparable  quality 
in  God,  ad  it  is  in  angels  and  men j  but  his  being  and  his  holi- 
Iinefs  are  one  thing. 

Q^  4.  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  God's  holinefs  ? 

A.  God  is  effenfially  holy,  the  author  arid  fountain  of  all 
^communicated  holinefs ;  Lev.  xx.  8.    I  arh  the  Lord  whick 
fan&ifieth  you.    - 

Q^  q.  What  is  the  third  property  ? 

A.  Tha*  the  holinefs  of  God  is  the  perfect  rule  and  pattern 
of  holinefs  to  all  creatures  j  1  Pet.  i.  16.  Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am 
holy. 

Q^&  What  is  the  firft  inftru&ion  ? 

A.  That  the  holieft  of  men  have  caufe  to  be  afharned  and 
humbled,  when  they  come  before  God ;  Ifa.  vi:  3,  5.  And  one 
cried  unto  another,  faying,  holy,  hoJy,  holy  is  the  Lord  <rf 
hofts,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory.  Then  faid  I,  Woe 
is  me,  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips, 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  inftru&ion  from  God's  holinefs  ? 
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A.  Utet  there  is  no  coming  near  to  God  without  a  Media- 
tor ;  for  our  God  is  a  cOnfuming  fire* 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  third  inftruaion  frdm  God*s  holinefe  ? 

A.  That  holinefs  ife  indif^enfibty  heceflary,  to  all  thofe 
which  (hall  dwell  with  him  in  heaven  \  Heb.  xin  14*  And  ho* 
linefe,  without  which  no  man  fhall  fee  the  Lord. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  fourth  inftru&ion  from  hence  ? 

A;  That  the  gofpel  is  (?f  ineftimable  value,  as  it  is  the  irN 
ftrument  of  conveying  the  holinefs  of  God  to  us;  2  Cor.  iii* 
1 8 .  But  we  all  with  open  face*  beholding  aft  it  were  in  a  glafe  the 
glory  of  the  J^ord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 

flpry  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord :  John  xvii.  iy. 
•an&ify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is  truth. 
Q^to.  What  is  the  laft  inftru£tion  from  God's  holinefs  ? 
A.  That  all  the  defpifers  of,  and  fcoffer*  at,  holineft,  are  dt* 
Ipifers  of  God ;  for  holinefs  is  the  very  nature  of  God  \  and 
in  the  creature  it  is  his  reprefented  image. 

Of  Gd<Ps  Juftice* 

Queft.  1.  XTTHAT  id  the  juftice  of  God  i 

yy  A.  The  juftice  of  God  is  the  perfea  reO** 
tude  and  equity  of  his  nature  1  whereby  he  is  juft  in  himfdf, 
and  in  all  his  ways  towards  the  creatures ;  Deut*  xxxii.  4. 
He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  perfeft  \  for  all  his  ways  are  judg-  - 
mem :  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity :  juft  and  right  is 
he.  \  . 

Q^2,  What  is  the  firft  property  of  God's  juftice  I 

A.  That  it  infinitely  excels  all  human  juftice  in  the  perfec- 
tion of  it.  No  creature  can  compare  in  juftice  with  God } 
Job  ix.  2.  How  (hall  man  be  juft  with  God? 

Q.  3.  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  God's  juftice  ? 

A.  That  he  is  univerfally  righteous  in  all  his  adminiftrari* 
ons  in  die  world ;  Pfal.  cxlv.  ij.  The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all 
his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works. 

Q^  4.  What  was  the  greateft  demonftration  of  the  juftice  of 
God,  that  ever  was  given  to  the  world  t 

A,  The  greateft  evidence  that  ever  was  given  of  the  juftice 
of  God,  was  in  his  exa&ing  full  fatisfa&ion  for  our  fins  of 
Chrift ;  Rom.  in.  25,  26.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth,  to  be  a 
propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righte* 
oufnefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  for* 
bearance  of  God.  To  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time,  his  righteoof* 
nefs,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  which  e  - 
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lieveth  in  Jcfus,  Rom.  viii.  32.  He  fparcd  not  his  own  fba> 

but  delivered  him  up  lot  us  all.  r 

Q^  5.  What  is  the  fecond  difcoyery  of  God's  Juftice? 

A.  The  fecond  difcovery  of  the  juftice  of  God,  is  in  the 
eternal  punifhment  of  fin  in  hell,  upon  all  that  do  not  repent, 
and  come  to  Chrift  by  faith,  in  this  world  5  Rom.  ii.  5.  But 
after  thy  hardnefs  and  impenitent  heart,  treafureft  up  unto  thy- 
felf  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righ- 
teous judgment  of  God. 

Q^  6.  What  is  the  third  evidence  of  God's  juftice  ? 

A.  The  third  evidence  of  the  juftice  of.  God,  is  in  making 
good  all  the  mercies  he  hath  promifed  to  believers,  exactly 
to  tittle ;.  1  John  i.  9.  If  we  confefs  our  fins,  he  is  faithfel 
and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  us  from  all  un- 
righteoufnefs,  2  Tim*  iv.  8.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me 
a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge*- 
will  give  me  at  that  day. 

Q^7.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  God's  juftice  ? 

A.  That  fiftriers  have  no  caufe  to  complain  of  God's  judg- 
ments, though'  they  be  never  fo  terrible  or  durable ;  Rom.  ii. 
5.  But  after  thy  hardnefs,  and  impenitent  heart,  treafureft  up 
unto  thyfelf  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God. 

Q^8.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  God's  juftice  ? 

A.  That  without  doubt  there  is  a  judgment  to  come  in  the 
next  life,  otherwife  God  would  not  have  the  glory  of  his  juft- 
ice j  Ecclef.  iii.  16,  17.  I  faw  under  the  fim  the  place  of  judg- 
ment, that  wickednefs  was  there ;  and  the  place  of  righteouf- 
nefs, that  iniquity  was  there 5  I  faid  in  mine  hearr,  God  fbaH 
judge  the  righteous,  and  the  wicked. 

0^9.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  God's  juftice  ? 
'A.  That  penitent  and  believing  finners  need  not  doubt  of 
the  forgivehefs  of  their  fins ;  1  John  i.  9.  If  we  confefs  our 
fins,  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,,  and  to  cleanfe 
us  from  all  unrighteoufnefs. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  it  ? 

A.  The  laft  inference  is,  that  meeknefs  and  patience  un- 
der  affiiftions,    is  our  unquefiionable  duty,    and  murmur* 
ing  againft  God,  is  a  great  fin  and  eyil ;  Lam.  iii.  39.  Where- 
fore doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  puniihment  of 
.hi$  fins? 

Of  God**  Goodncfs. 
Queft.  1  •  \XTHat  is  the  goodnefe  of  .God  > 

y*\      ^Iti^aa.effcntiai  property  of  his  nature, 
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irficrcby  he  is  abfolutely  and  perfe£tly  good  in  himfelf,  and 
the  fountain  of  all  communicated  goodnefs  to  the  creature  * 
Pfal.  cxix.  68.  Thou  art  good,  and  do  ft  good,  teach  me  thy 
fiatutes.  » 

Q^  2.  How  doth  the  goodnefs  of  God  differ  from  the  mercy 
ofGqd? 

A,  It  differs  in  its  obje&s ;  for  mifery  is  theobjeft  of  mercy  ; 
but  goodnefs  extends  to.  the  creatures  that  are  happy,  as  .well 
«s  miferable,  as  the  angels  \  Pfal.  cxlv.  9.  The  Lord  is  good 
to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works. 
,  0^3.  What  is  the  firft  property  of  God's  goodnefs  ? 

-  A.  That  all  his  other  attributes  flow  out  of  it  as  their  foun- 
tain :  the  other  afts  of  God  are  but  the  effluxes  of  his  goodnefs  y 
Exod.  xxxiii.  19.  And  he  faid,  I  will  make  all  my  goodnefs' 
pais  before  thee,  and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  the  Lord  be- 
fore thee,  and  I  will  be  gracious  to  whom  I  will  he  gracious, 
and  will  fliew  mercy  unto  whom  I  will  (hew  mercy.  Exod. 
xxxiv.  6.  And  the  Lord  paifed  by  before  him,  and  proclaimed, 
The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffer- 
ing,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth.         t 

-  Qt,  4»  What  is  the  fecoad  property  of  the  divine  goodnefs  ? 
A.  That  it  is  fupreme,  and  perfeft  in  itfelf,  fo  as  the  good- 
nefs of  no  creature  is,  or  can  be;  Luke  xviii.  19.  None  is 
good  fave  one,  and  that  is  God :  And  Confequently  above  all  ad- 
ditions from  the  creature}  Pfal.  xvi.  2.  Omy  foul,  thou  haft 
faid  unto  the  Lord,  My  goodnefs  extendeth  not  unto  thee; 

.   Q^  £.  What  is  the  third  property  of  God's  goodnefs  ? 

A.  That  it  is  communicative  with  pleafure  and  flight  to 
the  creature  j  no  mother  draws  out  her  breaft  to  an  hungry 
child  with  moie  pleafure  than  God  doth  his  goodnefs  to  the 
faints  ;  Pfal.  cxlv.  9.  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender- 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works.  / 

Q^6.  In  what  afts  hath  God  firft  manifefted  his  goodnefs  ? 

A.  He  hath  manifefted  it  in  the  creation  and  government  of 
the  world ;  Pfal.  civ.  24.  O  Lord,  hpw.  manifold  are  kthy 
works !  in  wifdom  haft  thou  made  them  all, 

#  Qc  7*  What  was  the  principal  work  in  whiah  God  hath  ma- 
nifefted his  goodnefs  to  men  ?  ' 

A.  The  principal  manifeftation  of  God's  goodnefs,  was  in  the 
work  of  redemption  by  Chrift ;  Rom.  v.  8.  God  commended, 
his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift 
4i?d  for  us.  1  John  iv.  o.  In  this  ,was  manifefted  the  love  of 

Q -0-0-3 
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God  towards  us,  becaufe  that  God  hath  feht  bis  only  begottm 

Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  him. 

Q^8.  $ut  are  not  the  judgments  of  Qod  op  the  wicked^ 
and  his  afflictions  ont(ie  faints,  impeachments  of  his  goodnefs. 

A.  No;  it  is  the  property  of  gobdneft,  to  bate  stid  puaifh 
evil  in  the  impenitent^  Exod,  xxxiv.  7.  Keeping  mercy  for 
thousands,  forgiving  iniquity,  and  tfanfgreffion,  a»d  fin,  and 
that  wiH  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  be  And  the  afflic- 
tions of  the  faints  flow  from  his  fpodnefs,  and  end  in  their 
true  and  eternal  good  \  Heb.  xii.  <J.  For  whojn  the  Lofd  loveth, 
he  chaftittth,  and  fpourgeth  every  fon  whom  hfe  Received], 
Pfal.  cxix.  7  i  , '  It  fc  good  for  me  that  rhaVc  been  affiled,  {fczt 
I  might  learn  thy  ftatutes. 

Q^  9.  What  may  we  infer  from  the  goodhek  of  God  I 

A.  The  firft  tiling  is,  that  fin  bath  made  our  natures  b^fe* 
and  difingenuous,  in  that  we  take  no  notice  of  his  goodnefc  5 
Ifa.  i.  3.  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  mailer's 
prib  $  but  Ifrael  dotb  not  know,  niy  people  doth  not  cop* 
Oder  1  frnd  anfwer  not  the  defign  of  it ;  Rom*  ii.  4.  Not  know- 
ing that  the  goodnefs  of  Gpd  leadeth  thef  to  repentance*. 

Q*  10,  ^(Vhat  is  the  fecend  inference  from  tfce  goodnefs  of 
Cod? 

A.  That  therefore  God  is  the  fitted  objeft  of  pur  delight* 
and  love,  and  of  our  truft  and  Confidence.  (1.)  Of  ourder 
light  and  lovo;  Pfal.  exvi.  1.  J.lo*e  t^e  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath 
heard  my  voice,  and  my  fupplications;  (2.)  Of  our  truft  and 
confidence;  Pfal.  xxxiv.  #'.  O  tafte  and  fee  tfcai  th$  Lord  1$ 
good ;  blefled  is  the  man  thaj  tru^eth  in  him. 

Q^U.  What  is  the  tbird  inference  from  God's  goodnefs  { 

A:  That  Chriftians  fhould  imitate  God  hi  his  gootdhefi,  in 
charity  to  our  enemies;  Matth.  v.  44,  45.  $ut  I  fay  unto  you, 
love  your  enemies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  yoi^  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  pray  for  them  wjiieh  defpitefully  ufe  you,  and 
persecute  you,  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Fader 
T^hfch  is  in  heaven. 

Q^  12.  What  istfre  laft  inference  from  God V  ^oodnefe  ? 

A.  That  Chriftians  have  great  encouragement  to  go  to 
God  foj  pardon  in  cafe  of  fin;  Pfal.  exxx.  4.  But  there  is 
fbrgivenefs  with,  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  be  feared ;  and  for  re-, 
ftige  in  dangers.  The  Lord  is  good,  k  ftrong  hold  m  the  day 
of  trouble  ;  he  knoweth  them  that  truft  in  him,  l^ahum  i.  7. 
Of Gois  Truth.' 

Q3<%  ;.  TTTFHa*  » *e  trutt  af  ^oi ' 

\V      «&•  itisaneflential  property  of  his  aa- 
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ore,  -whereby  he  is  perfe&ly  faithful  in  bimfelf,  and  in  all 
hat  he  hath  fpoken  ;  Deut.  xxxii.  4.  He  is  the  rock,  hi* 
wax d  is  perfeft,  for  sdl  his  ways  are  judgment  $  a  God  of  truth, 
ifid  without  iniquity,  juft  and  right  is  be,  Plal.  cxix.  142. 
Ihy  rigbteoufoefs  is  an  everlafting  rigbteoulnefi,  and  thy  law 
is  the  truth* 

Q^S.  What  is  the  fiift  property  of  Divine  truth  ? 
.   A*  The  firft  property  ot  it,  is,  That  it  is  effential  and  necet 
fi&ry  to  God  g  He  cannot  lie,  Titus  i.  2. 
Q^  3 .  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  it  ? 
A.  The  fecond  property  is,  That  it  is  everlafting,  and  abid* 
}ng  to  all  generations ;  Pul.  c.5.  For  the  Lord  is  good,  'hit 
mercy  is  everlafting,  and  his  truth  endureth.  to  all  generati- 
ons.     Ifa*  xxv.f  1.  O  Lord,  thou  art  my  God,  I  will  exalt 

thee— —thy  counfels  of  old  are  faithtulnefc  and  truth. 

Q^4*  What  is  the  third  property  of  Divine  truth  ? 
A«  The  third  property  is,  that  he  is  univerfally  true  in  all 
}ii6  words  and  works,  (x.)  In  all  his  words;  John  xvii.  17, 
Thy  word  is  truth.  (2.)  In  all  his  works ;  PfaLxxv.  10.  All  the 
paths  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth,  unto  fuch  as  keep  his 
Covenant. 

Q^  j.%  What  is  the  firftleflbn  from  God's  truth  to  be  learnt? 
.  A.  That  truth  and  fmcefity  of  heart  is  that  which  is  moft 
fuitable,  and  pleafing  to  God $  Pfal.  li.  6.  Behold  thou  defireft 
iruth  in  the  inward  parts* 

Q^6.  What  is  the  fecond  leflbn  from  God's  truth  ? 
A.  That  whatever  God  hath  foretold,  (hall  afiuredly  come 
p>  pafs,  ^nd  be  fulfilled  in  his  time ;  Jolh.  xxiii.  14.  Not  one 
thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  our 
Cod  fpake,  concerning  you  5  all  are  come  to  pais  unto  you,, 
?nd  not  one  thing,  hath  failed  thereof. 
Q^  7,  What  is  the  third  leflbn  from  the  truth  of  God  ? 
A.  That  a  promife  from  God  is  full  fecurity  to  the  faith  of 
his  people,  and  they  may  look  upon  it  as  good  as  a  mercy  in 
,      h^^d ;  Hfcb.  x.  2  j.  For  he  is  faithful  that  promifed.    . 
Q^  8.  What  is  the  fourth  leflbn  from  God's  truth  ?  ' 
A.  That  whatever  God  hath  threatned  in  his  word  againft 
finners,  ihall  furely  come  upon  them,  except  they  repent; 
Zech.  i.  6.  But  my  word,  and  my  ftatutes,  which  I  command- 
ed my  fcrvants  the  prophets,  did  they  not  take  hold  of  your 
fathers?  and  they  returned  and  faid,  like  as  the  Lord  of  holts 
{bought  to  do  unto  us,  according  to  pur  ways,  and  according 
to  our  doing*,  fo  hath  he  dealt  with  us.  Ezek.  xii.  27,  28. 
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The , ward  which  I  have  fpoken,  (hall  be  done,  faith  the  Lord 

Go<h 

Q.  9.  What  is  the  fifth  leflbn  from  God's  931th  ? 

A.  That  falfehood,  in  words  and,  aftions,  is  contrary  to  God's 
nature,  and  abhorred  by  him  ;  John  viii.  44.  Ye  are  of  your 
father  the  devil,  and  the  lulls  of  your  father  ye  will  do  ;  he 
was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  and  abode  not  in  the 
truth,  becaufe  there  is  no  truth  in  him  5  when  he  fpeaketh  a 
lie,  he  fpeaketh  of  his  own ;  for  he  is  a  liar,  and  the  father 
of  it. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  laft  Jeffon  from  God's  truth  ? 

A.  The  day  of  judgment  will  righdy  and  juftly  ftate  every 
rtian's  condition ;  Rom.  ii  2.  But  we  are  fure  that  the  judg- 
ment of  God  is  according  to  truth,  agaioft  them  which  <;om« 
mit  fuch  things, 

Of  one  God* 

Queft.  5,      ARE  there  more  Gods  than  one  ? 

j[\.  A*  There  is  hut  one  only,  the  living  and  tru* 
Cod? 

Q^  1 .  How  doth  it  appear  that  there  is  but  one  God  ? 

A.  It  is  evident  from  fcripture  there  is  but  one  God; 
Deut.  vi.  4.  Hear,  O  Ifirael,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord. 
Jet.  x.  10,  But  the  Lord  is  the  true  God ;  he  is  the  living 
God,  and  an  everlafting  King :  and  as  fcripture  reveals  n* 
more,  fo  reafon  will  allow  no  more. 

Q^  2.  Why  will  reafon  allow  no  more  but  one  God  ? 

A.  Becaufe  God  is  the  firft  being  •,  Rev.  i.  1 1  Saying,  I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft ;  and  there  can 
be  but  one  firft  being,  and  God  is  the  moft  perfed,  arid  excel- 
lent being ;  Pfal.  lxxi.  19.  Thy  righteoufnefs,  alfo,  O  God, 
is  very  high,  who  hath  done  great  things :  O  God,  who  is  like 
unto  thee?  And  there  can  be  but  one  moft  perfect  and  excel- 
lent being. 

Q^  3.  But  doth  not  the  fcriptures  fay,  in  1  Cor.  viii.  5.  that- 
there  are  gods  many,  and  lords  many  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  there  are  many  in  title,  and  many  in  opinion,  but 
one  only  in  truth  ;  Jer.  x.  10.  But  the  Lord  is  the  true  God, 
he  is  the  living  God,  and  an  everlafting  King. 
'  Q^  4.  Why  is  he  called  the  true  God  ? 

A.  To  diftinguifh  him  from  the  idols  and  falfe  gods  of  the 
heathens  5  1  Thef.  i.  9.  How  ye  turned  to  God  from  idols,  t» 
ferve  the  living  and  true  God.  Ads  xiv*  15.  We.  preach  un-^ 
to  you,  that  ye  (hould  turn  from  thefe  vanities  unto  the  Irving 
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God,  which  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  all 
things  that  are  therein. 

<£I^  5.  Why  is  he  called  the  living  God  ? 
A.  Becaufe  all  life,  natural,  fpiritual,  and  eternal,  is  in 
liim,  and  from  him  only.  Firfi9  Natural  life ;  A£fcs  xvii.  2$. 
For  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.  Secondly^ 
Spiritual  life  j  Eph.  ii.  1 .  You  hath  he  quickened,  who  were 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  Thirdly,  Eternal  life  m  glory  ; 
Col.  iii.  4.  WhenChrift,  who  is  our  life,  (hall  appear,  then 
ihall  ye  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory. 

Q^6.  What  is  the  firft  inftru&ion  from  hence  ? 
'  A.  IfbutoneGod,  then  all  his  children  fliouid  be  of  one 
"heart,  having  one  and  the  fame  Father  j  Eph.  iv.  5,  6.  One 
Xord,  one  faith,  one  baptffm,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who 
is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  from  hence  ? 
A.  That  it  is  idolatry  to  perform  worfliip  to  any  other  but 
God  only ;  Pfal.  Jxxxvi.  9,  10.  All  nations  whom  thou  haft 
made,  fhall  come  and  worfhip  before  thee,  O  Lord,  and  (hall 
glorify  thy  name,  for  thou  art  great,  and  doft  wondrous  things, 
thou  art  God  alone. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  third  inference  from  it  ? 
A.  That  our  fupreme  love  is  due  to  God  only,  and  it  is  ve- 
ry finful  to  place  it  on  any  other ;  Deut.  *i.  4,  5 .  Hear,  O  If- 
rael,  The  L^rd  our  God  is  one  Lord ;  and  thou  fhalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and 
with  all  thy  might. 

0^,9*  What  is  the  fourth  inference  from  God's  unity? 
A.  That  God  only  muft  have  the  reliance  and  dependence 
of  our  fouls;  Jer.  xvii,  5, 7.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  curfed  be 
$he  man  that  trufteth  in  man,  that  maketh  flefh  his  arm,  and 
whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord.     Blefled  is  the  man  that 
trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and.  wjiofe  hope  the  Lord  is. 
Q^  10.  What  is  the  laft  inference  from  it  ?    > 
A.  That  we  have  great  caufe  to  be  thankful  for  the  gofpel, 
which  discovers  the  only  true  God  to  us  ;  and  that  we  are  not 
as  the  heathens,  worfhipping  many  and  falfe  gods  5  1  Cor.  viii. 
5,  6.  For  though  there  be  that  are  called  gods,  whether  in 
heaven  or  in  earth,  as  there  be  gods  many,  and  lords  many ;  but 
to  us  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all  things, 
and  we  in  him ;  and  one  Lord,  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  are 
all  things  afnd  we  by  him? 
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Of  three  Perfons  in  the  Godhead* 

Queft.  6.  TJ  O  W  many  perfons  arc  there  in  the  godhead  ? 
Jul     A.  There  are  three  perfons  in  the  godbe&iy 
the  Father •,  the  Son,  and  the  holy  Ghoft%  -and  thefe  three  are  oat 
Goa\  the  fame  infubftance>  equal  in  power  and  gbry. 

Q^  1.  What  mean  you  by  die  word,  godhead  ? 

A.  It  is  the  nature,  eflence,  or  being  of  God,  .as  the  apofflc 
fpeaks,  A&s  xvii  29.  Forafmuch  then  as  we  are  the  off-fpring 
of  God,  we  ought  not  to  think  that  the  godhead  is  like  unfi) 
gold,  or  filver,  or  ftone,  graven  by  art,  and  man's  device. 

0^2.  What  is  a  perfon  in  the  godhead  ? 

A.  It  is  the  godhead  dtftinguifhed  by  perfonal  properties; 
each  perfon  having  his  diftin£fc  perfonal  properties  5  Heb.  i.  3. 
Who  being  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image 
of  his  perfon,  upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power. 

0^3'  How  doth  it  appear  there  are  three  perfons,  and  00 
more  ? 

A  Firfiy  From  Chrift's  baptifm ;  Mat.  iii,  i<5,  17.  And 
Jefus,  when  he  was  baptized,  .went  up  ftraightway  out  of  the 
water,  arid  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and  he  bat 
the  Spirit  of  God  descending,  like  a  dove,  and  lighting  upon 
him;  audio,  a  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed; 

Q.  4.  How  elfe,  in  the  fecond  place,  doth  it  appear  ? 

A.  From  the  inftitution  of  pur  baptifm  5  Mat.  xxviii.  19. 
Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  iaifae 
name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  holy  Ghoft. 

(^5.  What  is  the  third  proof  from  fcripture  ? 

A.  From  the  apoftolical  benedi&ion ;  2  Cor.  xiii.  14.  The 
grace  of  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  fellowihip  of  the  holy'Ghoft,  be  with  you  all,  Amen: 
Where  three  diftinft  bkffings  are  wiihed  from  the  three  divine 
perfons  in  the  godhead,  grace  from  Chrift,  love  from  the  Fa- 
ther, and  communion  with  the  Spirit. 

Q^6.  What  farther  evidence  is  there  of  it  in  fcripture? 

A.  From  plain,  pofitive  afiertiqns  of  the  fcripture,  aflerting, 
Firftj  A  trinity  of  perfons.  Secondly ,  A  unity  of  eflence  i 
1  John  v.  7.  For  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven, 
the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  thefe  three  are 
one. 

Q.  7.  What  is  the  firft  inftra&km  from  the  trinity? 

A.  That  the  do&rine  of  the  gofpel  concerning  Chrift,  is 
fully  confirmed*  and  ratified  by  three  wknefies  from  heaven, 
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^frlVo  are  above  all  exceptions  ;  I  John  v.  7.  For  there  are  thrett 
that  bear  record  in  heaven*  the  Father,  the  Woru  and  thfe 
t*>ly.<Jhoft;  :N  .  , 

(^  8.  What  is  the  fecorid  inftru&ioh  frorii  the  trinity  ? 
A.  Hence  we  learn  the  true  order  and  manner  of  worfhip;* 
$>ing  God,  in  the  Son*  John  xvi.  23.  Whatfoever  ye  fli*H 
afk  the  Fathor  in  my  name,  he  (hall  give  it  you.  And  by  the 
^Spirit*  Eph.  vi.  18.  Praying  always,  with  all  prayer  and  fup* 
jdication  in  the  Spirit. 

v.  Qt_  9.  What  is  the  third  inftru&ioh  from  the  trinity? 
,  .A.  That  the  covenant  of  grace  conveys  a  ,ri£h  portiori  to 
belfcversj  in  making  over  all  three  perfons  to  them  ;  Jef. 
kxxi.  33.  But  this  {hall  be  the  covenant  that  I  Will  make  with 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael  after  thofe  daySj  faith  the  Lord  ;  I  will  put 
my  law  into  their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  i 
£md  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  (hall  be  my  people. 

Q^  10  What  is  the  fourth  inftru&ion  from  the  trinity  ?  * 
A.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  ail  the  Mnts  to  give  diftin£k 
.glory  to  the%  three  perfons  in  the  Godhead  j  fo  it  will  be  a 
fpecial  part  of  their  blefiedrteft  in  heaven,  to  contemplate  thi 
diftin£t  benefits  received  from  them  all  5  Rev.  i.  5*  And  from, 
Jefus  Chrtft,  Who  is  the  faithful  ivitnefe,  and  thefirft  Degotteii 
bf  the  dead,  arid  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  ;  untd 
him  that  loved  us,  and  Wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  owil 
-blood*  '    .         • 

Of  *  God's  Decrees. 
Queft.  7.  "TXT^Hat  are  the  decrees  of  God  ? 

W  -*■•  ^^  decrees  of  God  are  his  eUrnat  pur- 
p'ofe)  according  to  the  counfel  iof  his  will,  tv  hereby  for  his  ovyn. 
gfory  he  hath  foreordained  whatfoever  coines  to  pafs. 
CK,  r .  What  things  are  decreed  of  God  ? 
A.  AH  things  whatfoever  come  to  pafs,  even  the  jfrhalleft ; 
Eph.  i.  11.  tn  whonialfo  we  have  obtained  ah  inheritance* 
being  predeftihated  according  to  the  purpofe  of  him  wh$ 
Worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  Mrilli  * 

.  Q^  ?:  What  is  the  end  of  God's  decrees  ? 
A.  The  glory  of  his  own  name*  Eph.  U  it*  ii.  ^hd 
worketh  all  things  according  to  the  counfel  of  his  own  will, 
ttrat  we  mould  be  to  the.  piraife  of  his  glory j  who  firft  trufted  ih 
thrift. 

Q^3;  rW  there  are  fome  evil  things  done  in  the  world* 
JDo  they  fall  under  God's  decree  ? 
A.  Though  God  doth  neither  approve  them^  nor  neceffitate 
Vol,  VII*  Ppp  ■■   ■      - 
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men  to  commit  them,  yet  he  doth  permit  and  fuffer  them  to  be 
done,  and  will  turn  them  to  his  own  glory;  AGts  iv.  27,  2&. 
For  of  a  truth,  againft  thy  holy  child  Jefus,  whom  thou  haft 
anointed,  both  Herod,  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  people  of  Ifrael  are  gathered  together,  for  to  do  whatfo- 
ever  thy  hand,  and  thy  counfel  determined  before  to  be  done. 

Q^  4.  Whp  are  the  obje&s  of  God's  fpecial  decrees  ? 

A.  Angels  and  men  are  the  obje&s  of  God's  fpecial  decrees ; 
1  Tim.v.  21.  I  charge  thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  the  ele£t  angels,  that  thou  obferve  thefe  things,  6r. 
Rom.  viii.  33.  Who  lhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's 
elea? 

Q^,5.  What  is  the  firft  property  of  God's  decrees  ? 

A*  That  they  are  moft  wife  a£b  of  God,  laid  in  the  depth  of 
wifdom  and  counfel ;  Kbm.  xi.  33.  O  the  depth  of  the  riches 
both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God!  How  unfearchable 
are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  are  paft  finding  out ! 

Q^6.  What  is  the  fecond  property  of  God'9  decrees  ? 

A.  The  decrees  of  God  are  moft  free,  all  flowing  from  the 
mere  pleafure  of  his  will;  Rom.  ix.   18.  Therefore  hath  he 
•  mercy  on  whom*  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he 
nardeneth. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  third  property  of  God's  decrees  ? 
_  A.  They  are  moft  firm  and  ftable;  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure ;  having  this  feal, 
The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his,  Zech.  vi.  1. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fourth  property  of  God's  decrees  ? 

A  They  are  eternal,  and  before  all  time;  A£ks  xv.  18. 
Known  unto  God  are  all  his  works,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  fifth  property  of  God's  decrees  ? 

A.  They  are  moft  pure,  and  altogether  unfpotted  of  fin ; 
1  John  i.  5.  This  is  the  mefiage  v/hich  we  have  heard  of  him, 
and  declare  unto  you,  That  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no 
darknefs  at  all. 

Q^io.  What  is  tht  firft  inftru£tion  from  God's  decrees  ? 

A.  That  we  ought  to  afcribe  nothing  to  chance,  but  to  the 
appointment  or  providence  of  God  ;  Prov.  xvi.  33.  The  lot 
is  caft  into  the  lap ;  but  the  whole  difpofing  thereof  is  of  the 
Lord. 

<^j  1.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruftion  from'  God's  decrees  ? 

A.  That  God's  hand  is  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  greateft 

.  aiHiftions  that  befal  us  »  2  Sam  xvi.  1 1    And  David  faid  to 

Abifhai,  and  to  all  his  Servants,  behold,  my  Yon,  which  <jame 
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fbrth  of  my  bowels,  feeketh  my  life ;  how  much  more  now 
znay  this  Benjamite  do  it  ?  Let  him  alone,  and  let  him  curfe, 
for  the  Lord  hath  bidden  him.  . 

Q^  1 2.  What  is  the  laft  infthi&ion  from  God's  decrees  ? 

A.  That  we  ought  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  all  the  good; 
and  patient  under  all  the  evils  that  befal  us  ;  Job  ii.  10.  Shall 
-wre  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  ftiall  we  not  receive 
evil? 

Quell.  8.  T  TOW  doth  God  execute  his  decrees  ? 

J3j[  A.  God  executeth  his  decrees  in  the  works  of. 
creation  and  providence. 

Of  the  Creation. 
Qucft.  9.  "W THAT  are  the  works  of  creation? 

\\     A.  The  work  of  creation  is9  God's  making  all 
things  of  nothings  by  the  word  of  his  power ',  in  the  fpace  of  fix 
'  daysy  and  all  very  good. 

Q.  1 .  What  is  it  to  create  ? 

A.  To  create,  is  to  give  a  being  to  that  which  had  no  being ; 
or  to  bring  fomething  out  of  nothing ;  Heb.  xi.  3.  Through 
faith  we  understand  that  the  worlds  were  framed  by  the  word: 
of  God ;  fo  that  things  which  are  feen  were  not  made  of  things 
that  do  appear.  v  , 

Q^2.  How  did  God  create  the  world? 
A.  By  his  infinite  power,  executed  in  his  word  of  command ; 
PfaL  xxxiiL  6,  9.  ^y  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens 
made,  and  all  the  hoft  of  them  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth  ; 
for  he  fpake,  and  it  was  done;  he  commanded,  and  it  flood  faft. 
Q^  3.  What  attributes  of  God  (hine  forth  in  the  creation  ? 
A.  The  wifdom  of  God  mines  forth  glorioufly,  not  only  in 
their  formation,  but  dependance  one  upon  another ;  PfaL  civ* 
24.    O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works  I  In  wifdom  haft 
thou  made  them  all :  The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches. 
Q^  4.  What  may  we  learn  from  the  creation  ? 
A.  That  God  perfectly  knows  all  that  is  in  the  creature,  be 
it  never  fo  fecret ;  PfaL  xciv.  8,  9.  Underftand,  O  ye  brutilh 
among  the  people ;  and  ye  fools,  when  will  ye  be  wife  ?  He 
that  planted  the  ear,  {hall  he  not  bear  ?  He  that  formed  the  eye, 
ftiall  he  not  fee  ? 

Q^  5.  What  is  the  fecond  inftru&ion  from  thev creation  ?    * 
A.  That  God  is  the  rightful  owner  of  us  all,  and  may  do 
what  he  will  with  us  ;  Rom.  ix.  20.     Nay  but,  O  man,  who 
art  thou  that  replieft  againft  God  !  (hall  the  thing  formed  fa 
PP?* 
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to  him  that  formed  it,  why  haft  thou  made  ine  thus  ?  Had* 
pot  the  potter  power  over  the  clay,  of  the  fame  lump  to  make 
one  veffel  to  honour,  and  another  to  dishonour  I 

Q^  6.  What  is  the  third  inftru&ion  from  the  creation  ? 

A.  That  God  only  is  the  proper  object  of  wqrfhip  j  Jcr.  x* 
li.  Thus  (hall  he  fay  unto  them.  The  gods  that  {lave  not 
jpade  the  heayens,  and  the  earth,  even  they  flialj  perilh  fjroiq 
the  earth,  and  from  under  thefe  heavens. 

<^  7.  "What  is  the  fourth  inftru&ion  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  Chriftians  fhould  not  fear  the  power  of  creatures* 
face  they  derive  their  being  and  powef  from  God  j  Ifa.  liv. 
i6,  17.  feehold,  I  have  created  the  finith  that  bkrweth  the 
coals  in  the  fire,  that  bringeth  fprth  an  inftrument  for  his  work; 
and  I  have  created  the  waiter  to  dejlroy ;  no  weapon  that  is 
formed  againft  thee  (hall  profper. 

Q^  8  What  is  the  fifth  inftruftion  from^ience  ? 

M.  That  Atheifm  is  a  fin  againft  natural  light  and  reafonj 
Rom.  i.  20.  FoV  the  invifible  things  of  him  from  tbe  creation 
of  the  world  arc  clearly  feen,  being  underftood  by  the  things 
that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  godhead  ;  fo  that 
they  are  without  excufe. 

0^9*  What  is  the  fixth  inftru&km  frpm  hence  ? 

A.  That  God's  glory  is  the  end  of  all  being  ;  Col.  i.  16. 
For  by  him  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in  heaven,  and 
that  are  inearth,  vifible  and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones^ 
9r  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers :  all  things  were 
created  by  him  and  for  jiim. 

Q^i  o.  What  is  the  feventh  inftru£Uon  from  hence  * 

A.  That  there  is  an  unnatural  rebellipn  in  fin,  finiting  at 
fcim  that  maide  and  preferves  our  being  j  Ifa.  i.  6.  I  have 
^xouriihed  and  brought  up  children,  and  they  ^ave  rebelled  a-, 
gainft  me. 

Q^  1 1.  What  is  tfce  eighth  inftru&ion  from  hence  ?  - 

A.  That  God  can  in  a  moment  revive  and  fave  the  church 
•when  at  the  Weft  ebb ;  Ifa.  lxv.  J  &.  ?efyold,  1  create  Jerufa- 
lem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy. 

Q^  12.  What  is  thelaft  inftm&ion  from  hence  f 

A.  That  it  is  eafy  with  God  to  revive  a  deje&ed  foul ;  Ifa. 
Jvii.  19.  I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips  j  Peace,  peace  to  him 
that  is  far  off,  and  to  hini  that  ip  near,  faith  the  Lord  ;  and  I 
will  heal  him. 

Of  Man's  Creation. 
^Jueft.  1*  TT  O  W  did  God  create  man  ? 

<  XjL    A«    God  created   man   male   and  female* 
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+0$?  his  own  image9  in  knowledge,  righteoufnefs  >  and  holinefs  f 
<%uitb  dominion  over  the  creatures,. 
Q^  x.  How  did  God  create  man? 
.  A„  God  created  man  in  his  own  image ;  Gen.  i.  27.  So  God 
created  man  in  hi*  own  image,  in  die  image  of  God  created 
pc  him,  male  and  female  created  he  them.        , 
Q^  2.  What  is  meant  by  the  image  of  God  ? 
A.  Not  a  refemblance  of  God  in  any  bodily  ihape  or  figure* 
but  in  holinefs ;  Eph.  iv.  24.  And  that  ye  put  oh  the.  new 
inan,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  ho- 
lUtefe* 
-  Q^  3.  In  what  graces  did  man  refemble  God  ? 

A.  In  fuch  a  knowledge  of  God  himfeif,  and  the  creatures* 
wfeich  made  him  happy ;  Col.  iii.  10.  And  have  put  on  die 
new  man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge,}  after  the  image  of 
£im  that  created  him. 
,  Q^  4.  In  what  other  graces  did  this  image  confift  ? 

A.  In  righteoufnefs  as  well  as  holinefs ;  Eph,  iv.  24,  And 
that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in 
rignteoufhefs  and  true  holinefs^ 

Q.  5.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  hence  ? 

A.  The  deplorable  mifery  of  the  fall ;  Rom.  v.  12.  Where* 

fore  as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 

(in,  and  fo  death  pefled  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned* 

Q^  6.  What  is  the  fecond  inftruftipn  from  hence  ?, 

A.  The  beauty  of  holinefs,  which  is  the  image  of  God,  ami 

the  excellency  of  man  5  Pfalm  xvi.  3.   But  to  the  faints  that 

are  in  the  earth*  and  to  the  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  my  de- 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  third  inftruAion  from  hence  ? 

A.  W$  have  infinite  caufe  to  blefs  God  for  Chrift,  who  re- 
pairs this  loft  image  in  his  people  \  Eph.  iv.  23.  And  be  re- 
newed in  the  fpirit  of  your  mind. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fourth  inftru&ion  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  the  defpifers  of  holinefs  arc  the  defpifers  of  God  ; 
for  holinefs  is  God's  image. 

Q^  p.  What  is  the  fifth  infbu&ion  from  hence  ? 

A.  The  excellency  of  fan&ification,  which  defaces  the  i- 
mage  of  Satan,  and  draws  the  image  of  God  upon  the  foul  of 
man. 

Of  Divine  Providence. 

Queft.  ii .  TT T  HAT  are  God's  works  of  providence  ?  .; 
'   VY     &»  G°£*  works  of  providence*  are  his 
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n$oft  holy,  wife,  and  powerful  preferving  and  governing  off  hit 

creatures,  and  all  their  attions.  ,' 

Q^i .  How  doth  it  appear  that  there  is  a  divine  providence  f 

A.  It  appears  by  plain  fcripture  teftimoriies  •,  Heb.  i.  3. 
Upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power*  Col.  i.  1 7. 
By  him  all  things  confift.  Luke  xii. '6, 7.  Are  not  five  fj>ar-„ 
rows  fold  for  two  farthings,  and  not  one  of  them  is  forgotten 
before  God  *  but  even  the  very  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  num- 
bered. 

Q^2.  How  elfe  is  providence  evinced  ? 

A.  By  fcripture  emblems ;  as  Jacob's  ladder,  Gen.  xxviii. 
12,  13.  And  he  dreamed,  and  behold  a  ladder  fet  upon  the 
earth,  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven ;  behold  the  angels 
of  God  afcended  and  defcended  on  it :  And  EzekiePs  wheels, 
Ezek.  i.  20.  Whitherfoever  the  fpirit  was  to,  go,  they  went* 
thither  was  their  fpirit  to  go,  and  the  wheels  were  lifted  up  o- 
v  ver  againft  them,  for  the  fpirit  of  the  living  creature  was  in 
the  wheels. 

Q.  '3.  What  farther  fcripture  evidence  is  there  ? 

A.  The  fure  accompliftiment  of  fcripture  predictions  ;  as 
IfraeFs  captivity,  and  deliverance  from  Egypt  and  Babylon ; 
Chrift's  incarnation  ;  the  rife  and  ruin  of  the  four  monarchies ; 
Dan.  ii.  31..  Thou,  O  king,  faweft,  and,  behold,  a  great  i- 
mage,  whofe  brightnefs  was  excellent,  ftood  before  thee,  and 
the  form  thereof  was  terrible.  Dan.  vii.  3.  And  four  great 
beads  came  up  from  the  fea,  diverfe  one  from  the  other. 

Q^  4.  What  is  its  firft  a£fc  about  the  creatures'? 

A.  It  fuftains,  preferves,  provides  for  them ;  Pfalra  cxlv. 
15,16.  The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee,  and  thou  giveft 
them  their  meat  in  due  feafon  ;  thou  openeft  thine  hand,  and 
iatisfieft  the  defire  of  every  living  thing,  and  defender!  them 
from  danger.  Pfalm  xxxvi.  6.  Thy  righteoufnefs  is  like  the 
great  mountains,  thy  judgments  are  a  great  deep ;  O  Lord,  * 
thou  preferveft  man  and  beaft. 

Q.  5.  What  is  the  fecond  a&  of  providence  about  the  crea- 
,  tores?  • 

A.  It  rules  and  governs  the  creatures  and  their  aftions ; 
Pfalm  lxvi.  7.  He  ruleth  by  his  power  for  ever,  his  eyes  be- 
hold the  nations ;  let  not  the  rebellious  exalt  themfelves. 

Q^  6.  How  manifold  is  divine  providence  ? 

A.  It  is  common  and  general  over  all,  orfpecial  and  pecu* 
liar  to  fome  men ;  1  Tim.  iv.  io.  Who  is  the  Saviour  of  all 
men,  efpecially  of  thofe  that  believe . 

Q^  7.  How  is  providence  exercifed  about  finpil  aftions  ? 
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A.  In  permitting  them ;  A£b  iv.  16.  In  reftrainlng  them  ; 
,  Pfalm  lxxvi.  10.  purely  the  wrath  of  man  (hall  praife  thee, 
and  the  remainder  of  wrath  (halt  thou  reflrain.  And  over- 
ruling them  to  good  5  Gen.  1.  26.  But  as  for  you,  ye  thought 
evil  againft  me,  but  God  meant  it  unto  good,  to  bring  to  pafs, 
as  it  is  this  day,  to  fave  much  people  alive. 

Q^  8.  What  are  the  properties  of  providence  ? 

A.  It  is  (1.)  Holy,  Pfalm  civ.  17.  The  Lord  is  righteous, 
in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.  (2.)  Wife ;  Pfal. 
civ.  24.  O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works !  in  wifdom. 
haft  thou  made  them  all.  (3.)  Powerful;  Dan.  iv.  35,  And 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as  nothing,  and  he 
doth  according  to  his  will,  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  none  can  ftay  his  hand,  or 
£ay  unto  him,  What  doft  thou  ? 

Q^  9.  What  is  Ae  firft  inftru&ion  from  it  ?  ' 

A.  That  God's  people  are  fafe  amidft  all  their  enemies  andv 
'  dangers ;  2  Chron.  xvi.  9.  For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and 
fro  throughout  the  whole  earth,  to  fliew  himfelf  ftrong  in  the 
behalf  of  them  whofe  hearts  are  perfect  towards  him. 

Q^  1  o.  What  is  the  fecond  iriftru&ion  ? 

A.  That  prayer  is  the  beft  expedient  to  profperity  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  our  lawful  affairs ;  Pfalm  cxlv.  18.  The  Lord  is  niglt_ 
unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in 
truth. 

Q^  n.  What  is  the  third  inftru&ion  from  it  ? 

A.  That  God's  people  fhould  reft  quietly  in  the  care  pf  his 
providence  for  them  in  all  their  ftraits;  Matth.  vi.  26.  Be* 
"hold  the  fowls  of  the  air,  for  they  fow  hot,  neither  do  they 
reap,  nor  gather  into  barns ;  yet  our  heavenly  Father  fced- 
eth  them  :  are  not  ye  much  better  than  they  ? 

Q^  12*  What  is  the  laff  inftru&ion  from  it  ? 

A.  That  it  is  no  fmall  privilege  to  be  adopted  children  of 
God,  and  the  members  of  Chrift  •,  for  all  is  ordered  for  their 
eternal  good  ;  Eph.  i.  22,  23.  And  hath  put  all  things  under  . 
his  feet,  and  gave  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  church, 
which  is  his  body,  the  fulnef&of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all.     • 

Of  the  Covenant  of  Works. 

Queft.  12.  TTT  HAT  fpecial  aft  of  providence  did  God 
V  V     exercife  towards  man,  in  the  eftate  where* 
in  he  was  created  ? 

A.  When  God  had  created  man,  he  entered  into  a  covenant  of 
fife  with  him,  upon  condition  of  perfetl  obedience,  forbidding 
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him  t9  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  goad  and  evii,   upon  paii 

of  death. 

Q^  i .  What  was  God's  covenant  with  Adam  before  the  fall  ? 

A.  It  was  to  give  life  and  happincfs  upon  condition  of  per- 
fect perfopal  obedience  ;  Gal.  iii.  12.  The  law  is  not  of  faith  j 
but  the  man  that  doth  them,  tfiall  live  in  them. 

Q.  2.  Was  this  covenant  made  only  with  Adam,  or  with 
him  and  his  pofterity? 

A.  It  was  made  with  him,  and  all  his  natural  pofterity,  de- 
scending in  the  Ordinary  way  of  generation  from  him  ;  Rom. 
v.  12.  Wherefore  as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world* 
and  death  by  fin,  and  fo  death  pafied  upoii  all  men,  for  that 
all  have  finned.  Ver.  14,  and  18.  Neverthelefs,  death  reign- 
ed from  Adam  to  Mofes,  even  over  them  that  had  riot  finned 
after  the  fimilitude  of  Adam's  tranfgreffion,  who  is  the  figure 
of  him  that  was  to  come ;  Therefore  as  by  the  offence  of  one* 
judgment  came  upon  ail  men  to  condemnation ;  even  fo  by 
the  righteoufnefc  of  one,  the  free  gift  Came  upon  all  men  un- 
to j unification  of  life. 

Q^  3.  Was  Adam  able  to  perform  the  obedience  requited  rf 
him  in  that  covenant  ? 

A.  Yes ;  for  he  was  made  upright ;  Eccl.  vii.  29.  God 
made  man  upright;  but  they  have  fought  out  many  inventions; 

Q^  4.  Had  this  covenant  any  Mediator  ? 

A.  No  ;*  he  neither  had,  nor  needed-  any  Mediator  for  f* 
tisfaftion,  becaufe  no  fin  was  in  him ;-  nor  interceffion,  for  he 
wanted  nothing. 

Q^j.  Did  this  covenant  admit  of  lib  repentance  *  norac* 
cept  any  fhort  endeavours  ? 

A.  No,  it  did  not ;  but  fentenceth  and  curfeth  the  tranf* 
grefibrsofit,  for  the  leaft  breach ;  Gal.  iii.  10.  Curfedistf 
very  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in 
the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them. 

Q^  6.  How  was  this  threatening  fulfilled,  of  dying  the  day 
he  eat,-  feeing  he  lived  930  years  ? 

A.  He  died  fpiritually  that  day ;  and  though  the  fentence 
on  his  body  was  refpited  in  order  to  pofterity,  yet  then  his  bo- 
dy received  the  death's  wound,  of  which  afterward  he  died. 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  Adam's  covenant  ? 

A.  Miferable  are  all  they  that  grow  on  the  natural  root  of 
the  firft  Adam  j  Gal.  iv.  21,  22.  Tell  me,  ye  that  defire  to  be 
under  the  law,  do  ye  not  hear  the  law  ?  For  it  is  written, 
that  Abraham  had  two  foils,  the  Cue  by  a  bond-maid,  the  o- 
ther  by  afree-womAn* 
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^.  8»  What  is  the  feccind  infc^enipe  ?     ,  ?  \ 

A.  That  God  is  j uft  in  all  the  puniflimehti  and  miferiea 
itiat  come  upon  mini  yeai,  infante  that  never  finned  after  his 
iittulitude ;  Rom.  v.  ify  Nsverriejefs  death  reigned  from  A* 
dam  to  Mofes,  even  Over  them  that  had  riot  finned  after  the 
finiilitude  of  Adarh's  ttanfgrdnori;    ,  .  x 

*Q^$  Wnat  ii  the  third  inference  ?  ,  ; 
A.  The  glorious  privilege  of  believers,  who  are  under  I 
Ibetter  covenant;  eftaWiftied  Upon  better  promifips  j  He&  yiin 
JS.  But  rioW  hath  he  obtained  a  more  excellent  miniftry,  bf 
haw  much  alfo  he  is  the  Mediator  of  a  better  covenant*  whic* 
16  eftabliuied  upon  better  promife^. 

<Q^  io.  What  is  the  laft  inference?  . 

A.  That  we  ffiould  pity  the  unregerierate*  cipeeially  ouf 
own  among  them  $  aiid  labour  fe  plant  them  in  the  fecortd 
Adam. 

'*  Of  the  faticfMak 

Queft.  *3-  lf\  *fr  our  firft parents  cbhtiniie  in  tlie  effcate 
\3     wherein  they  were  created  ? 

i)L  Out  Jirft  parents  being  left  tb  the  freedom  6f  their  owri 
.  nviS>  fell  frfim  the  eft  ate  wherein  they  <&ete  created>  tyjinfting 
togainft  God.    -. 

Q^  i.  How  doth  it  appear  that  rrtari  is  fallen  ?  . 
y  A,  By  the  fcripture  hiftory :  An  account  of  it  fc  in  Gen; 
iii.  6,  7;  And  when  the  woman  faw  that  the  tre«  was  good 
for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleafant  to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  td 
be  delired  to  rhake  one  wife,  (he  took  of  trie  frufc  thereof  ah4 
did  eat,  and  gave  alio  unto  her  hufband  with  Iter*  and  he  did 
feat.  Aiid  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and  they  knew 
*hat  they  were  naked*  and  they  fewed  6g-leave&  together} 
and  made  themfelves  aprons ;  and  they  heard  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  God  walking  in  the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day;  and 
Adam  and  his  wife  hid  themfelves  from  the  prefehce  of  the 
Lord  God,  amongft  the  trees  ;of  the  garden.  And  the  fad  ex* 
periencc  we  all  have  of  it  in  ourfelves ;  Bom.  v.  12.  There* 
lore  as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
fin,  and  fo  death  pafied  upon  all  men*  for  that  ail  have  finned* 

Q^  2    How  could  man  fall,  fince  he  was  made  upright  ? 

A  Though  he  was  upright*  yet  his  will  was  mutable  %  arid 
oyabufing  that  liberty  he  fell;  EccleC  vii.  20.  Lb,  this  onto 
havd  I  found*  that  God  hath  made  man  upright,  but  they  hat© 
bought  out  many  indentions, 

T«#  V1L  QJ$  q 
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Q.  3.  How  did  God  leave  him  to  ahufe  the  freedom  of  h& 
willT 

A,  Not  by  inclining  him  to  abufe  it ;  but  by  with-holding 
that  further  grace  which  he  was  110  way  obliged  to  continue  to 
him. 

Q^4.  Did  the  will  of  man  lofe  its  liberty  to  good,  by  the  fall? 

A.  Yes,  it  did,  and  is  fo  wounded,  that  it  cannot,  without 
thy  preventing  and  regenerating  grace,  put  forth  one  fpiritual  and 
faving  aft;  Eph.  ii.  8,  9,  10.  For  by  grace  are  ye  faved, 
through  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourfelves  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God, 
not  of  works,  leaft  any  man  fhouldboaft  5  for  we  are  his  work- 
manfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,   &c. 

Q^  5.  What  was  the  aggravation  of  Adam's  fin  ? 

A.  It  was  aggravated  in  his  being  a  public  innocent  perfon, 
fo  newly  placed  in  a  date  of  happinefs  and  liberty. 

Q^  6.  What  is  the  firft  inference  from  the  fall  ? 

A.  That  the  beft  creature  left  to  himfelf,  cannot  be  long 
fafe;  as  the  angels,  and  Adam  5  Pfal.  xlix.  12.  Neverthelefs, 
tnan  being  in  honour  abideth  not ;  he  is  like  the  beafts  that 
perifh.         .  ,, 

•    Q^  7.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 
;    A.  That  fince  man  could  not  be  his  own  keeper,  he  can  be 
much  lefs  his  own  faviour ;  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  Not  that  we   arc 
fufficient  ofourfelves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelvesj  but 
our  fufficiency  is  of  God. 

Q.  8    What  is  the  third  inference? 

A.  That  it  is  impofliblc  for  the  covenant  of  works  tojuftify 
any  one  ;  Rom.  iii.  20.  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law 
there  fliall  no  flefh  be  juftified  in  his  fight  j  Rom.  viii.  3.  For 
what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak,  through  the 
flefh  ;  God  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh, 
and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh. 
*  Q^  9-  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  What  caufe  have  we  to  blefs  God  for  Chrift,  who  re- 
covered us  when  the  fall  left  us  helplefs  ?  Rom.  v.  6.  For 
when  we  were  yet  without  ftrength,  in  due  time  Chrift  died 
for  the  ungodly. 

Of  Sin. 
Queft.   14.  \TTHat  is  fin  ? 

yy       A.  Sin  is  any  want  of  conformity  unto>' 
or  tranfgreffion  of  the  law  of  God.  r 

Q^i.  What  is  meant  by  the  law  ? 

A.  The  commands  and  rules  'flowing  from  God's  fovereignty, 
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"whereby  /his  will  is  manifefted,  and  the  creature  bound  to 
obedience. 

Q^ 2.  Where  is  this  law  written  ? 

A.*  It  is  written  either  in  the  heart ;  Rom.  ii.  1 5.  Which 
fliews  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  (which  wc 
call  the  law  of  nature);  or  in  the  Bible,  which  we  call  the 
written  moral  law. 

Q^  3.  What  conformity  Ts  due  to  this  law  of  God  ?     .      .  ? 

A.  A  twofold  conformity  is  due  to  it :  Firft,  Internal*  m 
our  hearts.  Secondly,  External,  in  our  lives  ;  and  the  want  of 
.cither  is  fin;  1  John  ,iii.  4.  Wbofoever  committeth  fin, 
tranfgreffeth  alfo  the  law ;  for  fin  is  the  tranfgreffipri  of  the  law. 

Q^4.  How  doth  it  appear  that  the  want  of  internal  confor- 
mity is  fin  ?  •        , 

A.  Becaufe  the  law  requires  it ;  Mark  xii.  30.  And  thou  {halt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  ftrength  ;  for  this 
is  the  firft  commandment :  And  condemns  the  waht  of  it  ? 
Rom.  vii.  7.  What  fhall  we  fay  then  ?  Is  the  law  fin  ?  God 
forbid !  nay,  lhad  not  known  fin  but  by  the  law ;  for  I  had  not 
known  luft,  except  the  law  had  faid,  Thou  fhalt  not  covet. 

Q^  5.  Is  nothing  ar  fin  but  what  is  againft  God's  law  ? 

A.  No,  nothing  can  ,be  a  (jn  but  what  God  hath  either  e£- 
.  prefly,  or  by  confequence  forbidden  in  his  word. 

Ql_  6.  Wherein  lies  the  evil  of  tranfgreffing  God's  law  ?. 

A.  The  evil  of  fin  principally  lies  in  the  offence  and  wrong 
done  to  God,  whofe  fovereigitfy  it  labour ^  to  {hake  off,  ami 
defpifes  his  will ;    Pfal.  Ii.  4.  Againft  thee,   thee  only  have  I 
-  finned,  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight. 

Q^7-  What  further  evil  is  in  fin  ? 

A.  It  highly  wrongs  thef  finner's  foul,  by  defacing,  defiling, 
and  damning  it ;  Prov.  viii.  36.  But  he  that  finneth  againft 
me,  wrongeth  his  own  foul :  all  they  that  hate  me,  love  death. 

Q^  8.  Wherein  is  the  evil  of  fin  manifefted  ? 

A.  It  is  manifefted  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  the  terrors  ef 
eonfeience,  and  torments  of  dell. 

Q.  9.  What  dourfe  muft  the  finner  take  to  recover  himfelf 
-outoFhis  mifery  ?  • 

A.  Repentance  towards  God,  faitri  towards  Chrift,  and  both" 
evidenced  by  new  obedience ;  A&s  xx.  21.  Teftifying  botri 
to  the  Jews,  and  alfo  to  the  Greeks,  repentance  towards  Gc^l, 
$fld  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
-   Q^fo.^,  What  may  we  infer  from  hence  ? 
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A.  That  we  have  infinite  caufe  to  bids  Cod  for  Ckriffi 
Satisfaction  of  the  law  for  our  fins.    "  

Qf  the  Tree  qf  Knowledge.  " 

Queft.  1 5.  "\Tl  T^at  W2S  *c  **n  whcre|JT  <w  firft  parents  fcB 
YY   from  the  eftate  wherein  they  were  created  t 

A.  The  fin  whereby  ourfirfl  parents  fell  from  the  eftate 
wherein  they  were  created,  was  their  eating  the forbidden  fruit. 
'  Q^i-  Why  was  this  tree  called  the  tree  of  knowledge  f 

A.  Not  from  any  natural  efficacy  it  had  to  give  knowledge, 
hat  the  knowledge  he  (hould  have  by  eating*  or  hot,  eating^ 
Was  experimental  knowledge,  u  e. s  Knowledge  to'  his  fbrrow. 

Q^a    Why  did  God  forbid  him  this  tree  ? 

A.  Firft,  for  the  difcovery  of  his  dominion  oyer  man.  Se+ 
c§ndfy>  For  the  trial  of  his  fubjeftion  and  obedience.  Thirdly, 
For  the  aggravation  of  his  fin,  if  he  fhtiuld  eau  " ' 

0^3.  What  evU  was  there  ineapng  of  it? 

A.  There  was  *  twofold  evil,  the  evil  of  fin,  arid  the  evil  of 
punifhment,  both  very  greit. '    ■  *    '  * 

.  (^4.  What  Was  the  evil  of  fin  ? 

A.  A  threefold  evil  of  fin.  Tirg,  Againft  God,  called  dif- 
obedience ;  Rom.  v.  19.  For  as  by  otfe'man's  iiifobediencc 
inany  Were  made  fiftners.'  Secondly  >  Againft  bimfelf,  foul, 
body,  and  eftate.  Thirdly,  Againft  his  pofterity ;  Rom.  v.* 
12.  Whdrefoire  as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and 
death  by  firi  \  and  10  death  paged  upon  ait  men,  for  that  all 
Jiave  finried.  *     '  ; '°  '    ''    »    ''      "':''   ""  '  l     :>>   "'  ^   ' 

Qjjf  •  What  was  the  evil  of  punifhment  ? 

A..  Firft,  Lofs  01"  God's  image.  Secondly,  Horror  of  con- 
fcience.  Thirdly,  Sorrow  on  the  female  fex.  Fourthly,  Curie 
on  the  creature.' '  Fifthly,  Expiilfion  from  fntradife.  Sixthly, 
!peath  both  of  body 'aWifoui.     '  '     '    '  '* 

*  0^6.  What'  is,  the  firft  irtftniftion  from  it  ? 

A.  To  take  heed  of  frriall  begrririings  of  temptations,  and 
%p  refift  it  in  the  firft  motions  ;  James  iii.  5 1  Uphold  how  great 
a  matter  a  little  fire  kindjeth. "  *        * "      '   *    **'  5  ' 

Q^7-  Wh^t  is  tlie  fe'ednd  inference  ? 

A.  Not  to  hold  a  parjy  witfr  the  tempter ;  fee  2  Cor.  xi.  3. 

,But  I  fear  left  by  any  means,  as  the  fepei^  beguiled  Eve, 

through  his  fubtilty,  fo  your  minds  ftiould  be  corrupted  foom 

the ftmplichy  that  is  in  Chrrft.      '       ;  l 

1 '  Qv8::  What  is  the  thircl  inference/?. 

A.  .That  Sating  jtolicy  lies  much' in  the  choice  of  his  tempt- 

g  inftrumentss  as  Eve  ajnd  Peter,  &c.  7  < 
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Q^  9.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  i 

A.  A  neccflity  of  keeping  ftrong  guards  on  our  fenfes ;  I&. 
xxxiii.  15.  That  ftoppeth  his  ears  from  hearing  of  Wood,  and 
(hutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing  evil,  he  (hall  dwell  ok  high,  his 
^riuce  of  defence  {hall  he  the  munition  of  rocks. 
1    Q^io.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  i 

A.  That  covenant-breaking  is  a  heinOMS  fin,  whidh  God 
'will  punifli  j  Hofea  yiii*  1.  He  (ball  come  as  an  eagle  againft 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  hecaufe  they  have  ttanfgreffed  my  co* 
yenant,  and  tianfgreffedigainftmy  laws.  .   * 

Qjj  1.  What  it  the  &ft  inference  ? 

A.  That  the  corruption  of  our  nature  is  much  feen  in  defir- 
Jng  forbidden  things  5  Rom.  vii.  7.  What  fliaU  we  fay  then  ? 
Is  ther  law  fin  ?  God  forbid :  Nay,  I  had  not  known  fin,  but 
try  the  law  j  for  I  had  hot  ^nown  iuft,  except  the  law  had  faid, 
Thou  (halt  ftot  covet  T   "',     '  "" 

Of  the  Fall  of  Adar#>  a/id  ours  m  him. 

Queft.  16.  T\  I D  all  mankind  fall  in  Adam's  firft  tranf- 

1  J     greffion? 

A. .  The  covenant  heing  made  with  Adam,  not  only  for  him/elf 9 
hut  for  his  pqfterity,  alt  mankind  defcendingfrm  him  by  or* 
dinary  generation,  finned  in  him,  and  fell  with  him  in  his  Jtrft 
iranfgrejfion.  , 

C^  1 .  Did  no  man  ever  cfcape  the  fin  of  Adam  ? 
,  A.  Yes,  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  did,  and  he  only;  Heb-  vii. 
26.  For  fuch  an  High  Prieft  became  us,  who  is  holy,  harmlds, 
undefiled,  feparatc  fr<yn  finners. 

Q^2.  Why  was  not  Chrift  tainted  with  it  ? 

A.  Becaufe  he  came  into  the' world  in  an  extraordinary  way; 
Matth.  i.  18.  Now  the  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift  was  on  this  wife'; 
When  as  his  Mother  Mary  was  efpoufed  to.  Jofeph,  before  they 
came  together,  fhe  was  found  with  child  of  the  holy  GhofL 

0^3*^  How  doth  it  appear  all  others  are  {aimed  with  it  ? 

A.  It  appears  by  fcripture-teftimony,  Rom.  v.  12.  Where- 
fore as  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  dead*  by 
fin,  and  fo  death  patted  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  fin- 
ned ;  and  experience  of  the  beft  men,  Rom.  vii.  21.  I  find 
then  a  law,  that  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with  me. 

Q^  4.  How  came  all  men  to  fall  with  Adam  \ 

A.  Becaufe  all  were  included  in  Adam's  covenant,  as  a  man '4 
covenant  includes  his  children  before  they  be  born,  or  the 
^reafon  of  the  father  afFe£ts  his  pofterity. 
*  Q;  5*  What  infer  you  from  hence  ? 
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A.  The  ftupendous  wifdom  of  God  in  fending  Chrift  in  our 
nature,  and  yet  without  the  fin  and  taint  of  it  ;  i  Cor.  L  24. 
Chrift  the  wifdom  of  God.   . 

Q^6.  What  is  the  fecond  inference  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  admirable  love  of  Chrift  in  taking 
our  nature,  with  all  the  finlels  infirmities  thereof  ;  Rom.  vtii. 
3.  For  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through 
the  flefli,  God  fending  his  own  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  (intul 
flefti,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefli, 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  third  inference  ? 

A.  The  neceflity  of  our  union  with  Chrift,  in  order  to  our 
participation  of  his  righteoufnefs  and  redemption  ;  1  Cor.  xv. 
22.   For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  fo  in  Chrift  (hall  all  be  made  alive, 

Q^8.  What  is  the  fourth  inference  ?   . 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  malignant  and  mortal  nature  of 
fin,  inafmuch  as  one  fin  defiled  and  destroyed  a  whole  world.% 

Q^9.  What  is  the  fifth  inference  ? 

A.  That  though  all  be  not  equally  fenfible  of  their  need,  yet 
one  finner  needs  Chrift  as  much  as  another. 

Q^io.  What  is  the  laft  inference  ? 

A.  That  no  man  hath  any  caufe  or  reafoh  to  boaft  of  the 
goodnefs  of  his  nature,  fince  the  belt  were  by  nature  under 
the  lame  fin  and  mifery  as  the  word  5  Eph.  ii.  3.  Among 
whom  alfo  we  all  had  our  converfation  in  times  paft,  invth£ 
lufts  of  our  flefli,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flefh,  and  of  the 
mind,  and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath  even  as  others. 

Of  Original  Sin,  ^ 

Queft.  17.    TNto  what  eftate  did  the  fall  bring  mankind  ? 

JL      A.  The  fall  brought  mankind  into  an  eftate  of 
fin  and  mifery .  s 

Queft.  18.  "¥TTTHerein  confifts  the  finfulnefs  of  that  eftate 
YY       whereinto  man  fell  ? 

A,  The  finfulnefs  of  that  e/late  whereinto  man  fell,  confifls 
in  the  guilt  of  Adam* s  firfi  fin,  the  want  of  original  righteoufnefs, 
and  the  corruption  of  his  whole  nature,  which  is  commonly  called 
original  Jin,  together  with  all  atlual  tranfgreffions  which  proceed 
from  it.  * 

„  -Q^  r.  How  many  forts  of  fin  are  all  men  .under  ? 

A.  All  men  are  guilty  before  God  of  two  forts  of  fin  v  of 
original,  and  of  a&ual ;  Pfal.  Ii.  5.  Behold,  I  was  fhapen  in 
iniquity,  and  in  fm  did  my  mother  conceive  me.  Ecckf.  vit. 
20.  For  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth,  that  doth  good, 

'  finncth  not.  . 
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4i  Q*_  2.  How  can  we  be  guilty  of  Adam's  firft  fin  ? 

•  A.  We  are  guilty  of  it,  becaufe  Adam  finned  not  only  as  a 
Single*  but  alfo  as  a  public  perfon,  and  reprefentative  of  all 
mankind  :  Rom.  v.  15, 16,  17!  But  not  as  the  offence,  fo  al- 
fo is  the  free  gift  i  for  if  through  the  offence  of  one,  many  be 
dead  ;  much  more  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by  grace, 
which  is  by  one  man,*  Jefus  Chrift,  hath  abounded  unto  many : 
And  not  as  it  was  by  one  that  finned,  fo  is  the  gift ;  for  the 
judgment  was  by  one  to  condemnation. 

.Q^.3.  How  elfe  came  we  under  his  guilt  ? 
A.  We  are  guilty  of  his  fin  by  generation  5  for  we  were  in; 
liis  loins,  as  treafbn  ftains  the  blood  of  the  pofterity,    or  pa- 
rents leprofy  the  children  j  Pfalm  li.  5.  Behold,  Iwasfhapen 
.  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me. 
Q.  4.  Wherein  doth  it  confift  ? 

A.  It  confifts  in  two  things.     Fir/t9  In  our  averfation  and 
.    enmity  to  that  which  is  good  ;  Rom.  vii.  18.  In  m£*  that  is, 
in   my   flefh,  there  dwelleth  no  good  thing.     Secondly  y  In 
pronenefs  to  that  which  is  evil ;  Rom.,  vii.  14.  But  I  am  car- 
nal, fold  under  fin. 

,  ,   Q^  5.  Is  this  corruption  of  nature  in  all  men  ?  ( 

A.  Yes ;  in  all  mere  men,  and  women,  rione  exempted  ; 
Rom.  iii.  10.  and  23.  As  it  is  written,  there  is  none  righte- 
ous, no  not  one,  for  all  have  finned,  and '  come  mort  of  the 
glory  of  God. 

Q^  6.  In  what  part  of  our  nature  doth  this  fin  abide  i 
A.  It  abides  in  the  whole  man,  in  every  part  of  man,  both 
"'foul  and  body;  Gen.  vi.  5.  God  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of 
man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagination  of  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually,     t   Thef.  v. 
23.  Now  the  God  of  peace  fan£Hfy  you  wholly;  and  I  pray 
God  your  whole  fpirit,  and  foul,  and  body,  bepreferved  blame - 
lefs  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
•  0^7-  How  *s  the  body  infe&ed  by  it  i 
A.  In  the  readinefs  of  the  bodily  members  to  further  fin, 
and  its  temptations  in  the  foul ;  Rom.  iii.  13,  14,  15.   Their 
throat  is  an  open  fepulchre,  with  their  tongues  they  have  ufed 
4eceit,  the  poifon  of  afps  is  under  their  lips,  whofe  mouth  is 
full  of  curfing  and   bitternef6,  their  feet  are  fwift  to  (hed 
blood. 

QV  8.  What  learn  we  from  original  fin  ? 
A.  To  bear  patiently  the  miferies  we  fee  on  our  children, 
and  their  death  alfo  without  murmuring ;  Rom.lv.  1 4.  Never- 
Hhekfs  death  reigned  Jfrom  Adam,  to  Mofcs,  even  over, ther 
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that  had  not  finned  after  the  fimilitude  of  Adam's  tranfgreffibtS; 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  fecond  inftru&on  ? 

A.  It  teaches  us  humility,  and  fhould  he  matter  of  confcf* 
fion  and  humiliation,  when  we  fin  a&ually ;  i*fal.  Ii.  5.  Behold 
I  was  (bapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  ma 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  third  ifcftru&ion  f 

A*  It  ihould  provoke  parents  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence 
lor  the  converfion  of  their  children  who  draw  fin  from  them. 

Q^  1 1 .  What  is  the  lad  iuftru&ion  ? 
#  A.  It  teaches  us  the  neceffity  of  regeneration,  and  fhould 
provoke  us  greatly  to  deGre  it. 

Qf  Maris  Mifery. 

Queft.  19.  \X7Hat  is  the  mifery  of  that  eftate  wheteinto  man 
™      fell? 

A.  Alt  mankind  by  their  fall  Iqft  cdrnmunion  with  God,  are  tra- 
der  his  wrath  and  curfe ;  andfo  made  liable  to  all  the  mif tries  iii 
this  lift*  to  death  itfelf  and  to  the  paint  of  hell  forever. 

Qk  1  •  What  communion  had  God  with  man  before  the  fell  ? 

A.  Man  then  enjoyed  the  gracious  prefence  and  favour  of 
God  with  him,  which  was  better  than  life* 

Q^2.  How  doth  it  appear  this  was  loft  by  th£  fall  ? 

A.  It  appears  by  fcripturc-teftimony,  that  Adam  loft  it  at 
to  himfelf  5  Gen.  iii.  8.  And  Adam  and  his  wife  hid  them* 
felves  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  God,  among  the  trees  of 
the  garden.  And  we  in  him  5  Eph.  ii.  12.  At  that  time  y* 
were  without  Chrift,  being  aliqns  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Ifracl,  and  ftrangefs  from  the  covenants  of  promife,  having  nO 
hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world* 

Q^  3.  Was  this  the  only  mifery  that  came  by  the  fall. 

A.  No ;  man  did  not  only  lofe  communion  with  God,  but 
fell  under  his  wrath  and  curfe;  Eph.  ii.  3.  And  were  by  na*    « 
ture  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others. 

Q^4.  Doth  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God  then  lie  on  all  men  i 

A.  It  lies  onfall  the  unregenerate  in  the  world ;  Gal*  iii.  10. 
Curfed  is  every  one  that  continued)  not  in  all  things  which  ait    ; 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law,  to  do  them  :  But  believers  axe 
delivered  from  it  by  Chrift ;  1  Thef.  i.  10.  Even  Jefus,  which 
delivered  us  from  die  wrath  to  come* 

Q^  c.  How  are  the  miferiesof  mail  by  the  fall  divided  ? 

A.  They  are  divided  into  the  miferies  of  this  world,  and  of 
the  world  to  come. 

0^6.  What  arethe  miferies  that  comeoii  them  in  this  world/ 

A«  The  miferies  of  life +  as  £ckae&  £afoj  $olrert  j  cto  tiff 
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tfefty*  fear,  trouble,  fot*ew  on  the  mind,  and  at  Jail;  death 
ittelf  j  Rom.  vi  «/;.  The  wages  of  fin  is  death. 

<k  7.  What  *rethe«iiferies  after  this  life  f 

At  The  pains  and  torments  of  heil  forever;  PfaLix,  ty*. 
*H&e  wicfced  fliaH  he  turned  into  hdl. 

Q^  8*  What  are  *e  torments  of  hel!  f 

A.  Paift  of  kft,  and  pain  of  fenfc  5  MattK.  )atv.  41.  !Depatt 
from  me,  ye  turfed,  into  eyetlaftifig  fire. 

Q^  9.  What  learn  you  from  hence? 

A.  The  woful  ftate  of  the  unconverted ;  rrriferable  hpre,  and 
**tfferabfcto«*emity> 

Q^  to*  What  die  lean*  we  hence  ? 

A.  The  great  falvatkm  believers  have  by  Chrift  frOtti  all  this 
ttilfcrjr  1  Heb.  «.  3.  How  (hall  we  efcape,  if  we  negle&& 
great,  falvaticm,  which  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpolten  by  the 
Lord,  and  wa*  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him. 

&f  the  Salvation  efGofs  Elt&>  and  tf  the  Covenant  of  Grace. 

<^ucftv  a*.  1T%  I E>  God  leave  all  mafckind  to  perith  In  the 
JL/    eftate  of  fin  and  mifery? 

A.  God  havtng  wt  tf  his  mere  good  pleafufe^fr^k  all  gterni* 
fj>, tieBed  feme  to  eyerlaftbig  tjfe,  did  enter  into  a  voVenant  of 
grac?)  f 0  deifoer  them  nut  tf  the  eftate  of  Jin  and  imfery  ;  and  te 
tringthem  into  an  eftate  offaVoatian  by  a  Redeemer. 

<$£  1 .  Are  fome  perfons  chofen  to  felvfction  and  others  left  ? 

A.  Yes  •  God  hath  chofen  fome  to  faivadon,  and  parted  by 
ttthers;  as  the  Scriptures  fpeak;  See  Rom.  tin.  3d.  Moreover, 
whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called*  And  Jude  4. 
Tor  there  are  certain  men  crept  in  unawares,  who  wfere  before 
of  old  ordamed  to  this  condemnation,  ungodly  men,  itc.  * 

Q.  2*  Did  God  chufe  fome,  beeaufe  he  fore&w  they  would 
fee  better  than  ©fhers? 

A.   No :   God's  choice  was  not  on  forefeen  works,   but 

itoerely  of  his  grace,  and  good  pleafure  of  his  will ;  Eph.  i.  5, 

8.  Having  predeftinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  Children  fry 

'  Jeftrs  Chttft  to  htmfetf,  acccording  to  the  good  pteafute  of 

his  will,  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace. 

Q^  3.  Is  this  ele&ion  of  God  made  in  time,  and  that  accord- 
ing  as  men  ujfe  their  free-will,  or  from  eternity  ? 

A.  Eleftion  is  an  eternal  aft  of  God  before  the  world  was, 

'  and  depends  not  on  man's  ufing  his  free-will ;  as  appears  from 

Eph  i.  4.  According  as  he  hath  chofen  lis  in  him,  before  the 

Vol.  VIL  R  t  r 
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foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  (hoald  be  holy,  ated  without 
blame  before  him  in  love. 

Q^  4.  Shall  all  that  are  ele&ed,  be  called  and  fared  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  fcripture  is  full  and  plain  for  it;  A&s  xiii.  48* 
And  when  the  Gentiles  heard  this,  they  were  glad,  and  glorifi- 
ed the  word  of  the  Lord ;  and  as  many  as  were  ordained  to  c- 
ternal  life  believed.  Rom.  viii.  30.  Moreover,  whom  he  did 
predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called,  ire. 

Q^  5.  By  whom  are  the  cleft  faved  ? 

A,  By  Chrift,  the  only  Redeemer ;  Titus  iii.  4,  5,  6.  But 
after  that  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  towards 
man  appeared  not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  hare 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy,  he  faved  us,  by  the  wafhing 
of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  which  he 
ihed  on  us  abundantly  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Saviour. 

Q^  6.  Is  there  ho  other  way  of  f  lvation  but  by  Chrift  ? 

A.  No,  no  other  way  is  revealed  in  fcripture  j  A&s  iv.  1 2. 
Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other ;  for  there  is  none  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  mult  be 
faved. 

Qj_7-  What  learn  you  from  God's  ele&ion  ? 

A*  What  caufe  we  have  to  admire  free-grace  in  our  choice, 
who  were  no  better  than  others ;  Eph,  ii.  3.  And  were  by  na- 
ture children  of  wrath  even  as  others.  •  .  . 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inftru&ion  ? 

A.  It  teaches  us  humility  ;  we  made  not  ourfelves  to  dif- 
fer, but  the  free-grace  of  God  made  the  difference  j  1  Cor.  nr. 
7.  For  who  maketh  thee  to  differ  from  another  ? 

Q^Q.  What  is  the  third  inftru&ion  ? 

A.  It  teaches  us  diligence  to  make  our  ele&ion  fure  to  out* 
felves,  by  our  calling ;  2  Pet.  ii  10.  Wherefore  the  rather, 
brethren,  give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election  fure. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  fourth  initrudion  ? 

A.  It  is  matter  of  comfort  to  God's  ele&,  amidft  all  dan* 
gers  in  the  world  5  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Neverthelefs,  the  foundation 
of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having .  this  feal,  The  Lord  knowetb 
them  that  are  his. 

Of  the  Covenant  of  Grace* 

Queft.  1.  XTIT****  IS  tne  covenant  of  grace  ? 

W  .A,  It  is  a  new  compaft,  or  agreement, 
made  with  finners,  out  of  mere  grace,  wherein  Godj)romifeth 
to  be  our  God,  and  that  we  fliall  be  his  people,  and  to /give 
"-erlafting  life  U»  ail  that  believe  in  Chiiil*  Jcr.  auuri.  33.  But 
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*?Krs  (hall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael,  after  thofe  days,  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  law  in 
their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts,  and  will  be ' 
their  God,  and  they  (hall  be  my  people. 

;  Q_2.  How  doth  this  covenant  differ  from  the  covenant  of 
works  ?.'.-' 

A.  They  differ  many  ways  \  but  principally  in  three  things. 
Firfty  The  covenant  of  works  had  no  Mediator;  the  covenant 
of  grace  hith  a  Mediator ;  Heb.  xii.  24.  And  to  Jefus  the' 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenant.  Secondly,  In  the  former,.  nQ 
place  was  found  for  repentance  ;  in  the  feamd,  God  admits  it; 
Heb*  viii.  10.  For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  after  jhofe  days,  faith  the  Lord,  I  will  put 
jny  laws  in  their  minds,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts,  and  I 
■will  be  to  them  a  God,  and  they  (hall  be  to  me  a  people  \  v.  1 2. 
For  I  wilix  be  iherciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins 
will  I  remember  no  more.  Thirdly ,  In  their  condition,  the  for- 
mer requires  exact  obedience  ;  the  latter  faith  and  fincere  obe- 
dience; Mark.  xvi.  16.  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized, 
fhall  be  faved. 

Q.  3 .  May  a  (inner  that  hath  no  worthincfs  at  all  of  his  own* 
be  taltenlnto  the  covenant  of  grace  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  may;  Ifa.  xliii.  25.  I*  even  I,  am  he,  that  blot* 
tethoutthy  tranlgreffions  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not 
remember  thy  fins.  This  covenant  is  not  of  works,  but  of 
grace,  Rom.  xi.  6.  And  if  by  grace,  then  it  is  no  more  of  works, 
otherwife  grace  is  no  more  grace.  But  if  it  be  of  works,  then 
it  is  no  more  grace,  otherwife  work  is  no  more  work. 

Q^  4.  Is  this  covenant  changeable,  or  an  unchangeable  co- 
venant ? 

A.  No,  it  is  not  changeable,  but  everlaftingand  unchange- 
able for  ev^*;  Ifa.  liv.  10.  For  the  mountains  fhali  depart, 
and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindnefs  fhall  not  depart 
from  thee,  neither  fhall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed, 
faith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on  thee. 

Q.  5.  What  are  the  principal  things  beftowed  in  this  cove- 
„   narit?  > 

A.  Gt>d  himfeif,  and  in  and  with  him  pardpnand  falvation  ; 
Jer.  xxxi*  3  3.  I  will  be  their  God,  and  thty  fhall  be  my  people. 
Q^  6.  Can  no  fin  be  forgiven  out  of  this  covenant  ? 
A.  No,  God  pardons  none  out  of  this  covenant ;  John  hi.; 
lU.  But  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already., 
*  Q^  7#;  What  is  is  the  fifft  inftruSion  hence  i 
Ji.r-,r;a  \ 
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A.  Humbled  and  bettering  finners  have  fingviaf  fcgpQf* 
from  this  new  covenant,  i  John  ii.  iz.  I  write  unto  you,  little 
children,  becaufe  your  fin;  are  fergiveji  you  fpr  hi*  nasae'ft  lake. 

Q_  8.  What  is  the  fecojid  inftru&isoa  from  hence  ? 

A*  That  it  is  the  great  concern  of  all  men  to  examine  whe- 
ther they  be  in  this  covenant,  or  no;  %  Cor.  xiii.  5.  (xkmina 
youriehes,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith  -%  wove  your  owirfrfves  $ 
know  ye  not  your  ownfelves,  how  that  Jef\|&  CWft  i^  i»  you^ 
except  ye  be  reprobates  ? 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  third  inftni&ion  I 

A*  See  here  the  raifexafele  ftate  of  the  wicked,  whict^  have 
no  iitfereft  in  i% ;  Ffalm  1. 16.  Ityt  unto  {he  wicked  God  faitk, 
What  haft  thou  to  declare  my  ft*tute&,  or  that  tboii  flirmJHft 
take  my  covenant,  in  thy  mouth  ? 

Q^  1  ov  What  i*  the  laft  inflru&on  i 

A*  Tnat  Christians  are  obliged  to  walk  9*  people  in  core- 
nani  with  God  y  1  Pet.  ik  9.  But  ye  are  a  chQfei*  generation* 
a  royal  priefthood,  an  holy  nation,  3  peculiar  people,  that  ye 
Should  (hew  forth  the  praifes  of  hju\  who;  ^ath  canted  yew*  out 
of  darknefc  into  bis  marvellous  light. 

Of  the  only  Redeemer* 

Qjteft.  *i.  "WTfT  ^  ^  **  the  Redeemer  of  God's  eie»  ? 

W  A*  the  e>»fy  Redeemer  tf  Cots  ekS**. 
the  hard  Jf Jits* Chrifc  who,  being-  the  eternal  Sm  of  God%  heeam 
Vtan>  and  Jo  was,  an$  contimteth  to  he  God  and  many  ^|  tvtmf 
dijlinft  wttorex^  and  one  perfenfot ever* 

Q^  1.  What  doth  the  name  Redeemer  fijptfy  I 

A.  It  (ignites  one  that  frees  another  ayt  of  captivity  and 
bondage,  as  Cbrifi  did  us  y  Matth.  *x.  -2$.  And  to  give  his 
life  a  ranfbm  for  many. 

Q.  2  What  was  the  rmfery  from  whic^  Chrift delivered  mi 

A.  A  twofold  mifery,  viz*  Sin  and  hell. ,  Firft,  Sin  y  Mattfe* 
i.  a  1.  Thou fhalt callus naipe  Jb?0s,  for  he  {ball  feve  his 
people  from  their  6ns!     Secondly*  Hell  j  1  TheC  1.  ia.  Even . 
Jefus^  who  deKverjed  u$  from  the  wtath  io  came. 

Q^  3.  How  did  Chrift  deliver  us  from  this  rnifery  ? 

A  %irft%  By  price.  Secondly^  By  power.  By  priefcj  1  ftt. 
i.  *8,  19.  Ye  are  not* redeemed  with  filver  and  gold  frc«m  your, 
vain  converfation,  received  by  tradition  from  your  fathers ; 
hut  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  larnh  without 
ble'mrfh,*  and'  without  fpot.  By  power  \  CoL  i.  13.  Who  hath 
delivered  us  from  the  power  of  darknefe,  and  hath  trajjflatfd 

into  the.  kingdom  of  his.  dear  Son* 
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<Jv  4.  Wto*  waa  the  redemption  wrought  by  Chrift  ? 

A  It  was  decreed  from  eternity  $  it  wu  dually  wrought 
on  the  crofe ;  CoL  i.  20.  And  (having  made  peace  through 
the  blood  &f  Wife  crofe)  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  him- 
fatf*  by  him,  I  &y%  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things 
in  heaven. 
•  Q^  5*  How  then  could  they  be  redeemed  that  died  before? 

A,  ThMgh  Cbfift's  blood  waa  aftuaUy  fted  after  the  014 
'TefUftoentbdieveia  died ;  yetthe  virtue  of  Chrift'a  death  ex- 
tends to  them,  as  well  as  us ;  Heb.  xi,  39, 40^  And  theft  all* 
having  obtained  t  good  report  through  faith*  received  not  the 
promife,  God  having  provided  fi>me  better  things  for  41%  that 
they  \rtthdut  ua  fhould  not  be  made  perfeft* 

Q.  6.  Why  would  not  God'  deliver  us  without  foch  a  Re- 
deemer i 

A.  Bccaufe  it  was  not  ft>  much  for  the  honour  of  his  juftiee; 
Rom.  Hi.  25,  *6.  Whom  God  hath  fct  forth  to  be  a  propitia- 
tion through  f^ith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  rigbteoufnefc  for 
the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  pafl,  through  the  forbearance  of 
God.  To  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time  his  rijghtceufnefs,  that  he 
might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believeth  in  Jefus* 

Q^  7.  What  is  the  firft  inftru&ion  from  hence  ? 

A.  That  all  that  are  out  of  Chrift  are  in  a  miserable  bondage 
and  captivity  $  John  viiii  36,  if  the  Son  therefore  Audi  make 
you  free,  ye  (ball  be  free  indeed. 

Q^  8.  What  is  the  fecond  inftru&ioa  ? 

A.  Hence  fee  the  heinous  nature  of  fin,  which  required  fucfy 
a  price  to  fatisfy  for  it  j  1  Pet.  u  18,  19.  We  were  not  re- 
deemed with  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold*  but  with 
the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  bkmiflv 
and  without  fpot. 

Q^  9.  What  is  the  third  inftru&ion  from  hence  ? 

A.  The  wonderful  love  of  Chrift  in  redeeming  us  at  fucfc  a 
rate  ;  Rev.  i.  5.  Who  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in 
his  own  blood. 

Q^  10.  What  is  the  laft  inftru£Uon  ? 

A.  This  ftrongly  obligeth  us  to  an  universal  holinefs  j  1 
Cor.  vi.  20.  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price \  therefore  glorify 
God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  are  God's. 

Of  ChriJFs  Incarnation* 

Queft.  22.  TT  O  W  did  Chrift,  being  the  Son  of  God,  W- 

JLi.    cowe  man  i  .   —- 

A.  Gbrtftitk  Son  °f  G<d>  became  mut>  ky  feting  to  bwffi 
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true  body,  and a  reafonatle foul,  being  conceived  by  the  power if 
the  Holy  Chofk  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin  Maryf  and  born  qfber% 
yet  without  fin. 

Q^  i.  Who  is  die  only  Redeemer  of  God's  ele&  ? 

A.  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  their  only  Redeemer,  and 
there  is  no  other  Redeemer  befides  him ;  Acts  iv.  1 2 .  Neither 
is  their  (alvation  in  any  other  \  for  there  is  none  other  name 
wider  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  laved. 

Q,  2.  How  is  he  the  Son  of  God,  or  can  be,  as  no  ether  is 
fo? 

A.  He  is  the  Son  of  God  by  nature,  from  all  eternity,  and 
fo  no  angel  or  faint  is ;  Heb.  i.  5*  For  unto  which  of  the  an- 
gels faid  he  at  any  time,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  be* 
gotten  thee  ? 

Q^  3.  Why  was  it  neceflary  he  ihould  become  man  ? 

A.  That  he  might  be  capable  to  fuffer,  death  m  our  room  ; 
Heb.  ii.  15,  16,  17.  For  verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  na- 
ture of  angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham  * 
wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto 
his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  high 
prieft,  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for 
the  fins  of  the  people. 

Q^  4.  Why  muft  the  Redeemer  be  God  as  well  as  man  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  blood  of  a  mere  man  ccfeild  not  fatisfy  and 
redeem  us ;  A£ts  xx.  28.  Feed  the  church  of  God,  which  he 
hath  purchafed  with  his  own  blood. 

Qj  C.  Do  thefetwo  natures  make  twoperfons  ? 

A.  No,  the  human  nature  is  united  to  the  fecond  perfbn, 
and  fubfifts  in  union  with  it ;  John  i.  14.  And  the  word  was 
made  flefh,  and  dwelt  among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory, 
the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth. 
•<Q^6.  Was  the  union  only  for  a  time  ? 

A.  No,  it  continues  and  abides  for  ever;  Heb.  vii.  24. 
But  this  man,  becaufe  he  continueth  ever,  hath  an  unchange- 
able priefthood. 

q^  7.  What  is  the  firft  inftru&ion  from  hence  ? 

,  A.  Hence  we  learn  the  tranfeendent  love  of  God  to  poor 
finners ;  John  iii.  16.  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he^  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  on  him  ihould 
not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life.   , 

Q^  8    What  is  the  fecond  ihftru&ion  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  the  matchlefs  love  of  Chrift,  that  he 
Aiou^i  ftoop  to  fucb  a  condition  for  us  j  ^  Cor.  viii,  9.  For  ye 
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know  the  ^race  of  our  Lordjefus  Chrift,  that  though  he  was 
rich,  yet  for  your  fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his 
poverty  might  be  made  rich.  '  ' 

Q^9-  What  is  the  third  inftru&ion  i 

A.  That  the  greateft  fins  are  capable  of  remiffion  to  belie- 
vers ;  John  i.  29.  Behold  the  £>amb  of  God  which  taketh  a- 
way  the  fins  of  the  world. 

Q^  i  o.  What  is  the  fourth  inftruftion  ? 

A.  That  thofe  that  be  in  Chrift  need  not  fear  the  denial  or 
want  of  any  other  mercy  ;  Rom.  viii.  32*  He  that  fpared  not 
his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all »  how  {hall  he  not 
with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ? 

Q^i  i.  What  is  the  fifth  inftru£iion  ? 

A.  Hence  we  learn  how  impious  it  is  to  afcribe  any  part  of 
the  glory  of  redemption  to  any  other  befjdes  Chrift. 

Q^iz.  What  is  the  fixth  inftru&ion  ? 
•  A.  This  teaches  us  the  miferable  condition  of  all  that  are 
out  of  Chrift,  and  the  neceffity  of  their,  damnation,  he  being 
the.  only  Redeemer.  < 

Of  the  Manner  of  ChriJFs  Incarnation. 
Qu$ft.  J*  "VX/"^**  drift's  incanwtion  a  voluntary  a&  in 

A.  Yes,  it  was ;  for  though  he  had  a  command  to  die  for 
us,  John  x.  1 8.  No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down 
of  myfelf ;  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to 
take  it  again.  Tet  he  came  willingly ;  Pfalm  xl.  6,  7.  Sacri- 
fice and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire,  mine  ears  haft  thou  q- 
penedi  burnt-offerings,  and  fin-offerings  haft  thou  not  requir- 
ed ;  lo,  I  come 5  in  the  volume  of  thy  book,  it  is  written  of  me. 
Ver.  8.  I  delight' to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God,  yea,  thy  law  is 
within  my  heart.  / 

Q^2.  Was  the  body  of  Chrift  a  real  and  true  human  body? 

A.  YejS,  it  was  a  true  and  real  body,  not  the  appearance  and 
ftiape  of  a  body  only ;  Luke  xxiv.  38.  And  he  faid  unto  them, 
Why  are  ye  troubled,  and  why  do  thoughts  arife  in  your  hearts? 
Ver.  39.  Behold  my  hands,  and  my  feet,  that  it  is  I  myfelf ; 
handle  me,  and  fee,  for  a  fpirit  hath  not  flefh  and  bones  as 
you  fee  me  have.  * 

0^3.  Had  he  a  true  human  foul  as  well  as  a  body  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  had  a  real  human  foul  alfo,  and  all  the  natural 
fatuities  and  powers  thereof;  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  Then  faith  he 
tihto  them,  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death. 

Q^4.  Was  ^e  then  in  all  refpefh  like  to  other  men  ? 

A.  No,  his  conception  was  not  like  others ;  Tfa.  vii.  14.  Be 
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